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The Third Edition 
Now divided in three Parts, 
THE FIRST 
Containing thoſe which were written from 
Aberdeen , where he was confined by a ſentence of 
the High Commiſſion , drawn forth againſt hum , partly 
upon the accoyat of us declining them , partly 
upon the account of his Non-Conformity. 

THE SECOND & THIRD 
Containing ſome, which were written from 
Amvwoth, betore he was by the Prelats perfecution 

thruſt from his Mia z and others upon 

occalions afterward, from $t An- 
drews , London , Wc. | k. 
Publiched for the uſe of all the People of God ; but mars © 
particularly , for thoſe wbo now are, or afterward may 
be put to ſuffering for Chriſt and hjs cauſe ; 
By a Welwisher to the work, and People of God. 
Joh. 16: 2. They ſhall put you out of the $ : Yea, the 
time cometh that whoſorver killeth you , will think thas he 
doeth God ſervice. Ver. 3. «And e things will they doe 
unso you » becauſe they bave not known the Father, nor me. 
2 Thell. x: 6. Secingir is « righteous thing with God , to re- 
compenſe tribulation to them has trouble you, Ver, 7. And 
to you who are troubled reft with us zwben the Lord Feſus ſhall 
be revealed from beaven with bis mighty Angels , &e. 
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READER. 


CunIiSTIAN READERS 


\— 


Onfidering, how little 
need Mt: RatrHtin. 
yoortDpsLatrrakr 
I have of any mans E- 
4 piltle comm 9 
8 His great Maſter |; 
whom he ſerved with 
his Spirit, in the God. 
pel of his Son, having 
given them one, wriv- 
ten by his owne hand; 
on the hearts of 
one » who: 1s become 
his Epiſtle » and ſavours the rhings of God , and is . 
rimentally acquainted with that heart - calmeing hey 
marvellouſly ſweet , that neer and deare intercourſe, bes 
ewixt himſelf and the ſoul , aod hatch experienced thoſa 
rare, thoſe moſt refrezhing , yea and, beyond all expref: 
fion, ravishing immanarions of the love of God upon 
the ſoul; &,as the neceflary & oative reſule thereof, which 
cauſe and produce thoſe emanations of it's love bake'a«/ 
ine upon him » who $shed abroad his love inthe heart's 
© thing , as much and ryanifeſtly exemplified , in theſe 
Epiſies, as in any picce ( that incomparable, w—_ 
= 


\ 


++ 444 *To'the Chriſtian *** 2 x 
My, in ill things and reſpe&ts, matchleſſe, thattrucly 
Bone. ſach book of God, x 65730 Scriprures 4 ſer 
aide ) rh6 World hath yot ſeetr, os this day-can thow : 
For, intach of theſe thou mayeſtpearceive, how rde writ-, 
c&#s herticeniatned; with {h8ly fite; 3nd hbw his foul 
aſcends in the ſmoak, as ſaarched-up to heaven, and caught 
up above all that is below*God: O how much is what 
drops from bisper's abayey the ardinary atrapnnents and 
experiencegeyen of ſuch, who ſeem to have out $po others/ 
So that in reſpe& of us, this Angel of the Church ſpeaks , 
as one ſtanding already inthe quigre, of Angels , , 05,25 an 
Angel come down from heaven 4mong men ;* to give us 
lome account of what they are doing above? I} {ay, theſe 
Epiſtles nor ſtanding in need of any mans Epiſtle commen- 
datory , much lefſe of what was prefixed roche firſt im- 
preſhons {have by choice laid it wholly aſide ( nor as 
rerreated, bur becauſe in all reſpeRts rather defetive, and 
every Way xhort, of what ought to haye been (aid of , and 
$ choſe things therein couched) neither purpoſe I to 
prejudge thee, by ſubſtituting any ching elſe in irs places 
every lecter, as is already hinted » having its owne T___ 
commendatory in it, and the forgoing being chat-to it [el 
& to che following, which nothing coming frem another 
Pencanbe... 

I have emely rheſe few things to acquaint thee with,con- 
cerning this impreſſion: firſt, while lome wereat pains to 
gather theſe Lerters, which are now added fot publick 
uſe >. there'came forth 2 ſecond impreflion ; but ſo mi- 
Jerablv:mispriared , that the ſenſe in many places is ſo ma- 
micltly'mirred aud perverted, 'as the Reader cannot know 
-what torabke of ic 3" ſo that this imprefiion was neceſlare, 
nor enchybeezale'of che wrong the Author hath received , 
-acd the injury done to the Reader , who hath been much 
hereby abuſed ;-. Bur alſo , for preventing 2 third ( per- 
ceiving how dcceprable any thing ts-which bearerh but that 
name ) which would have beep probably ſo mych worſe, 

cycn 


/\, Reader. 
even then thatſecond s: as ir bad been onely 2 bundle of : 
blurred paper (eat inro the world -ander the name of 
Mr Rwtherfoord's Letters . Secondly know y that belad's 
the great pains -Wwhich hath been rakeo , to ſend forth chis 
edition correct , for the uſe and edification of rhpſe who 
wantic, and long much afrer it , there15 the addition of * 
ixty eight Epiſties of the ſame Author , not formerly 
printed. Thirdly know , that as it was the edification of 
the Church and-commoa intereſt of che Saints, which was- 
at firſt aimed ar, intended , and conſulrced, in gathering 
and publishing theſe Letters ; foto convince thee that ic 
15 aot gaine, nor filthy lacre, which drives to this editions 
thereare ſomany of the additionall. Letters printed. by,, 
themſelyes , as they who have the firſt (for I couldallow- 
none to that called , the ſecond, which I. deſire may noe 
bzawned as a true Copie, and count my ſelf obliged, if I 
could,to bury it , .in the grave of perpetual oblivion, or ba« 
nish it out of the world ) may have that part by irſelf,, 
without being put toa neceſlity, of buying the whole 2- 
gdin together, And thus leaving thee to peraſe what is, 
made publick , for thy <dification; & to preſſe this Pome2, 
granat » and ſquiſe cthis grape; &ro ſuck cill thou finde thy 
loul refrehed with its ſpiced wine ; and wishig thee an 
experimental knowyledge of that ſurpalſing , and incon»:- 
carableſweetneſſe, whichis in the fruition of God, and te 
be enjoyed in a fellowship with th: Father, and with his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and a full draught of theſe purs ſtreames 
of ſolid joy and conſolation, wherein the ſoul of this 
Saint ſwimed , and which run thorow chefe lines ; with- 
out which , while he ſpe a5 coming forth our of rhe 
Kings banqueting houſe, to perſuade thee ro go inthithery 
d feaſt , and bath thy ſoul in the ſame pure delights , & 
permanent pleaſires > wheroon' he fed}, and which flow' 
bn upon the ſoul, and overflow it , while the Saint” finds 
imſclf , with his beloveds left - hand under tis head , & 
his right-hand embracing him, he will be to ehes a Barba? 
| * 3 rians 


To the Chriſtian 


rian, I ball onely wish and beg , thatchou wouldeſt ſe. 
riouſly ſeek of God, the ſame thing for him, whoſecks this 


for ther, and hath his defigne in the pains taken, in publish-. 


oy Ctounypearoted ro ſeek till 
thou fiadge T his is that adequat recom , which he 
feeks , carneltly entreats , and exſpeRts. _—_ 

Who is 


Thy ſouls Wilwiſher, & Servant in Chriſt Jeſu. 


An Advertiſmenr. 


Rh » Tamdrivento the unpleaſant, and aMiifting 
neceflity of letting thee know, that the Anthor , 
having begun a large Commentary upon Iſalah , wherein 
were many excellent , and uſeful digrefſions , when the 
latetroubles, and his laft ficknefſe ſeaſed him, and ſeveral 
Chapters thereof being compleated, it ſeems he had given 
out ſome of his papers to be reviſed or tranſcribed, which 
haye not been returned : And therefore , let me carneftly 
beſeech and obreſt any » who may have theſe papers by 
them , or know any who have them, for their own peace; 
or it cannot but make a ſtorme in any mans ſoul, to refleR 
upon ſo maniſeſt,&deliberat 2 robing the Church, of ſuch 2 
treaſure, tocnrich himſelf ) for the publick good,of the 
Church,ofGod,for the edification of the preſentgeneratioo 
& ofthe poſterity, to reftoretheſe papers; That while the 
Church to her great loſs, is like to bedeprived of many of 

tys other writings& works; Y et she may have the Swan- 
of this ſo ſweera finger in 1/rael. Such a ſervice willbe ac+ 
ceptable ro God , and to his Sainrs, and will be aboun- 
dant alſo by many chanksgivings to qur common Lore 
and Maſter; which, 1 hope, will weigh with any » whe 

may have ther , and it may be onely forbeare to reſt 

them, becauſe they kewow not, or conſider not , that th 
deprive themſelves of the reſt , and che Church of c 
| whe 
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Reader. 
whole » by detaining them. Aad, if it may have any addi- 
tional weight of per{wafion, I hereby engadge, that who- 
ſocyer shall convey theſe papers » to the hands of thole 
particularly concerned in that affair, they shall have a copy 
of that Commentary upon Iſ#iab » whenit is publizhed , 
freely given them: Bur leſe,notwithſtanding of whatis ſaid, 


| theſe papers may ſtill de moſt innocently withheld , either 


by ſome Minifters , who having forgotten that ever they 
received chem , have thrown them alide z amongſt their 
own papers; or by the relicqus and relations of thele Mini 
ſters , who may be ignorane , that any ſuch papers area- 
mongſt choſe left , by their deceaſed husbands or friends ; 
Let me therefore belcech ſuch , to be at che pains of look- 
ing thorow what papers they may have by them , andit 
theſe now wanting be found , let them be forthwith re- 
ſtored. I can ſay no more to periwade to this piece of 
trauble ; but that , as I am perſwaded, eyen though they 
zhould not finde upon ſearch whart is ſought » God will 
trake notice of it; ſo, it will not want this reward, at 
eſt for the preſent ,a ſerenity of minde , as being ſure chey 
are not the perſons , who thus prejudge the Churches 
edification, which they cannot have, fo oog 2s relpeihy 
that great concerne , puts them not to this mall piece of © 
trouble. I muſt tellthem beſids (and I hope this alſo 
will have weight, and perſwade both to a ſearch after 
theſe, and 2 reſtitution ) that I knew the heart and ſoul of 
the gracious Author, was more engaged in this work , 
and he travelled more in birth of this piece , then ceyer [ 
knew him doe of any: Neither was there cver any thing 
he pur his hand to, which would have ſo powerfully per. 
ſ{waded this panter after the enjoyment of his Mafters 
company » to 2 ſubmiſſion , to have had his heaven and 
immediat fruition of God ſuſpended, fora ſeaſon , 35 the 
eager and carneſt defire he had to have finished this work , 
before he had finished his courſe. Bur, having obtained 
mercy , to glorify his Maſter on earth , and finish all che 


work 


mM > or 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
work he gave him to doe, his lovely and compaſſionae 
Lord and Maſter , knowing what a ſrorme was ready to 
blow, yea already begun; and conſidering what his ſervane 
had already ſuffered, and how much the zeal of nis houſe 
had caten him up, would not want thiyfaithful ſervant any 
longer , nor ſuffer ſuch a worker together wich God, to 
want his reward any longer , and therefore came and car= 
ried this burning and shining light , (ſeeing and finging » 
out of the world, of whom the world was not any longer 
worthy : O let none dare to murther the Child of his 
eld Age | Or torob the Church of God of the labour of 
the laſt hours, of this now glorified Seer ! This rrue 
Zechariah , who had underſtanding in the viſions of God , 
ot whom it may beſaid { O happy is the man ro whom it 
is given! ) that when he was old and dead , his; eye ( as 
to all the matters of God , and the glorious concerns of 
his Chriſt, and in all that related to bis own ſoul ) was 
not dimme ( nay he tell aſleep ſeeing him who is 1nviſi- 
ble) nor was his ſpiritual force abated. 
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Ad Leftorem in Epiſtslas. 
Q Vod Chebor & Parmos divinis Vatibus olim , 


6% 


Hoc facrant Santo clauſtra Abredza Viro : 
Profait ot quondam tibi plus Eccletia carcer , 
Libera quam patuli copia fadta fori ; 

Kic ribi fic (criptis carcer plas profuir ifris , 
Pulpita quam rauci quz ſonuere tuba . 
Phermocs in hoc proſtant , contriris corde , libello ; 
Hic crucis Elytis eſt via ſtrata roſs, 
Bic Amor & Ekrini decor , hic coaleſtis & aulaz 
Gloria depidta eſt , horrida &. ira Dei. 
Ardua materies, fublimibas apra cotharnig, 
Hicrenui & facili fula legenda ſtylo ef, 
Lividas at yoces {i carpat Zariur wilas, 
Non divina ſ@pit , Cor fine mente gerir , 
Przſulibns celerem attalerant bac Scriprg rainam ; 
tnefs exucaum praftitagntque diem , 


T © 


<< TT wa 


O 


PaAeg, 1 


SASASDASASSABSABAADAADAD 


$. 


+ 


FOOVVVVVOVEVY FOVEVVEVE 
M* RUTHERFOORD'S 


To $7.» # We 


EO78 To 


To M, 


I. 


ROBERT CUNYNGAME, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Holywood in Ireland. 


ſufler for his name ; 


Elbeloved & reverend Brother , gr 
mercy & peace be to you, upon 
quaintance in Chriſt, 1 thought g 
to take the opportunity of writing to 
þ you: ſeeing it hath ſeemed good ro the 
S Lord of the harveſt, to take the hooks 
out of our hands fora time, & ro lay upon 
us 4 more honourable [ervice, even to 
Irwere good ro comfort anc another in 


writing, 1 bave had a Defire ro ſce youn theface, yet now 
ding the priſoner of Chriſt it is taken away , Iam greatly come 
ated to hear of your ſouldiers-ſtately-ſpirir , for your princely 


royal 


he reſt of our deay brethren with you. You 


in Jeſus our Lord, & of thegrace of God in 
ve heard of my 


rouble, 1 ſuppoſe. Je hath pleaſchour fecer Lord felus , to ler 


2ole the malice of theſe interdicded Lords in bis houſe to deprive 
A 


me 


34 
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me of my Miniftery at Anworh ; & roconfine me , eight (core 
miles from thence to. iAberden ; ard alſo (which yvas nor done 
to any before) to inhibit me rofſpeak ar allin Jeſus his name, 

within this Kingdome, under the paine of rebcilion ; The cauſe 
that ripencd ther hatred was my book agaiuſt the Arminians, 
whereof they accuſed me , thoſe three daycs I appeared before 
them;Bur It our crowned King in Zion-re-gne,by his grace the 
loſl is theirs, the advantage is Chiiſt's & trath's ; alburt this 
honeſt crofl cained ſome ground on mc , by my hcavinefl: , & 
inward Chall ng's of conlcicnce for a tim: were sharpe , yet 
now for rhe incou agment of youall , I'darecfayit, & write it 
under my hand,welco:ne, welcome, ſweet, ſweet Croſle of Chriſt: 
I veryly thiuk the Chaincs of my Lord Jelus are all overlaid with 
pure gold, & that his croſlc is p rfurncd , & thar it ſmaclleth of 
Chriſt; &rhar che Viftoric «hall be by the blood of the lamb, by 
the word of bis truth ; & that Chriſt lyzing on his backe, in 
his weake ſervants, and oppreſle. truth , Shall ridc over his cne- 
mies bellies , and shall ſtricke ehrowgh Kings in the day of by 
gwrath.lt is rime we laughe when he lauphcth & ſeeing h. is now 
pleaſed ro fit with wrongs foratime, it becometh us to be fi- 
Jent + unrill the Lord hath let the enemies eojoy their bungeries 
Jeane . avd f-ckleſve paradiſe : Blefsed are they who are content 


Fro take (ſtroks with weeping Chriſt : faich- will rruſt the Lord , 


F*& is not baſtic , nor head-ſtrong ; neither 15 fatth ſo timorous, 


as to flatrer a rentation, or to bud & bribe thecroſſe, Itis 
lirtle up or tirtle dovyn that the lamb & his followers can get 
no layy-ſurry y nor truce with crolses ; it muſt beſo , rill we be 
up in out fathers houſe : my heart is woe indeed for my mother 
Church , that hath plaid the harlot with many lovers , her 
hucband hath a mind to {11 her for her hornible tran«grefſions & 
heavy will the hand of the Lord be upor: this backſlidmmg nation, 
The waycs of our Zion mourne , her gold is becomedim » her 
whire Nazarires arc black lize a coale ;: how $hall nor the Chil 
dren weep » when the husband & the mother cannot agree g 
vet I beleeve Scorlands skie shall clor again , & that Chriſt shall 
build againe the old waſt places of Jacob, & that our dead & 
dry boncs chall become an aimy ot hving men ; & that, our 

welbcloy.d 


Epiſt. r. Letters, ; 
welhclov 41 may ver F.-4 among the lilhes, untill the day breake 
& the shaddow:s flce away. My deare brother let us helpe one 
another with our prayers, Our King $hall mowe down his 
en-mics » & $hall come from Bozra, with his garments all 
died in blood , & ſor our conſolation hall he appear , & call his 
wife Hephzibah , & his land Beulah; for he will cejoyce over us 
& manic us » & Scotland shall fay what have Ito doe any more 
with Idols * Only l-t us be fairhfull co him, that can ride 
through hill & dearth, upon a windleſtrac, & his horſe 
never ſtumble; & let him make of mea bridge over a watery 
ſo thit his high & holy name may be glorified in me; ftroks 
with the ſweet mcdiarors hand , are very {weet ; hc has always 
been ſweet to my ſoul , but fince I ſuffered for him , his breath 
hath a (xcercr ſmellchen before. Oh that every hair of my head, 
& every member , & every bonc 1a my bodie, were a man to 
witneſs a fair couf. lion for him , I would thiok all roo little for 
him * when I look over beyond the line, & beyond death , ro 
the laughing (ide ofrh- world , Itriumph , & rideupon the high 
places of [acob , howbeit otherways 1ama faint dead-hearted 
cowardly man,oft borne down, & hungry in waiting forthe ma- 
riage- ſupper ofthe lamb: neverthelefle I think ir the Lords wiſe 
love that feeds us with hunger , & makes us fat with wants, & 
deſertions:1l know not my deare brother, if our worthy brethren 
be gone roſer, or not ; they are on my heart & in my pral 
yers : if they be yet with you, ſalute my deare fricad John Stu- 
art 4 my welbcloved brethren in the Lord, Mr Blair, Mr 
Hamilton, Mr Ltving ftow , & Mr Mac Cleland, and ac- 
quaint them with my troubles , & intreat them , ropray for the 
poor aM:ted priloner ot Chriſt + They arcdearc to my foul : I 

ſeek your prayers & theirs for my flock ; their remembrance 
breaks my heart : 1 d-tire ro love that people » and others my 

dcare acquantince in Chriſt with love inGod.and asGod loverth 

them : 1 know that hc whoſene me to the weſt , & ſourh , ſends 

me alſo rothe north ; 1 will Charge my foul to beleeve & ro 

wait for him, & will follow his providence , & not goeb*fore 
it, nor ſtay behind it. Now my deare brother, tzking farewell in 
paper ; I commend youall ro the word of his gracc -<& to the 
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work of his ſpirit , to hum who tholderh the ſeven ſtars in his 
Tight hand , that you tay be keept {potleflcrill the day of Jelus 
our Lord. 1 am 


From Irwing,being on my Journey Y our Brother in aflition, 


to Chrifls valuce in Aberden in our ſweet Lord Jeſus ; 
Auguſt. 4. 1636, S. R. 


To bis Parochmers. 


D="? beloved, & longed for inthe Lord, my crown & my 
joy 1n the day of Chriſt : Grace be to you & peace, from 
God our father , and our Lord Jeſus Chiiſt, 1 long cxceed- 
ingly to know, if the oft {poken-« t match b.rwixt you & 
Chriſt holdich : and if you follow on to know the Lord. 
My day thoughts , and my night thoughts arc of you ; white 
y<llcep, Iam afraid of your ſouls, that they be off the rock: 
next tO my Lord Jeſus , aod this fallen kirk, ye haverhe great« 
eſt share of my ſorrow , andalſo of n y joy ; yearethe mat - 
ter of the reais s Care, fear, & daily praycrs of an opprelied 
prifoncr of Chit, As1 am in bonds for my high & lofty ones 
my Royall & princcly maſter, my Lord Jelusz; ſolam in 
bonds for you : for 1 should have lleeped 10 my warme neſt , & 
kept the fat world in my armes, & the cords of my taber- 
pacle shovld have been faſtned more ſtron ly,l might have ſlung 
an Et angel of Eaſe ro my foul & you {4 a time, with my 
brethren , the ſons of my mother , that were angry at mes & 
bave thruſt me our of the vineyard , if I should have been bro- 
Ken, & drawn onto mic you the Lords flock; & ro cauſe 
you cat paſtures troden upon with mens feer » & to drink 
foul & mudiic waters: But truly the Almighty was a terror to 
mc,& his fear made me afraid. O my Lord judge if my w— 
be nor deare to me > but not ſo dear by many d. grees » as Chri 
Icſus my Lord : God knoweth the heavy & {ad Sabbaths I have 
had-fince [laid down at my Maſters fret my two shepherds ſtav 
ESzl have been ofren ſayingyasir is writen, Lam. 3:5 2,5 3 my ene- 
mics c)ajed me ſorelike a bird withous Cauſe, they have Cut off 
10 
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life in the dungeon Of 1/4 attonc upon me ©. for next roChriſt , I 
had bur one joy , the apple ofthe eye of my delights, to preach 
Chrift my Lord, & they have violently plucked ch taway from 
me » & it was to melixethe poor mans one eye, & th: y have pur 
out that eye, &quenched my light in che inherirance of theLord; 
bur my eye is roward the Lord, I know I hall Gerhe falvation 
of God,& that my hope $hall nor alwayes be forgotten. And my 
ſorrow hall want nothing rocompleat it, and romake me fays 
what availeth it me to livatIf ye follow the voice of a ſtranger,of 
one that cometh in to the sheepfold not by Chriſt the door, bur 
clumb:rb up another way : if the man build his hay and ftuble 
upon the golden foandartion , Chriſt 7Feſus , already laid among 
you, & yefollow him, I affure you , the mans work sball burn 
& never bide Gods fire, and ye & he both $hall be in dan- 
ger of everſaſting burning , excepr ye repent. © if any pains 
any ſorrow x any lofle that I can fufter for Chriſt , and for yoys 
were laid in pledge to buy Chriſts love ro you, and that I could 
lay my deareſt joyts » nextro Chriſt my Lord, in the gap , be- 
twixt You & eternall deſtruction ! O if I had paper as broad as 
heaven and carth, and inke as the ſea y and all the rivers and 
fountaincs of the carth, & were able to writethelove. the 
worth , the excellency , the ſweernefie, and duc praiſes of our 
dearcſt , and faireſt welbrloved ; and then if ye could read & 
underſtand ir ! What could | want) if my miniſtry among you » 
thould make a marriage httween the little bride in that bounds, 
& the bridegroom? O how rich a priſoner werel, if I could ob. 
taincof my Lord ( befote whom | ſtand for you) the ſalvation 
ofyou all! O What a ptcy had ['gotten,to have you catched in 
Chriſts ner ! O chcn I had calt out my Lords lines & his net 
with a rich gain 10 then wel-wared pained breaſt and (orc back, 
and a craſed body , in ſpeaking early and late to you ! My 
witneſlſe is above y your heaven would berwo heavens to. me, 
& the ſalvation of you all, as two falvations to me, I would'* 
ſubſcribe a faſpention , and a friſting of my haven , for many 
hundred yecrs, ( according to Gods good pleaſure ) if ye were 
lure in the upper lodging, in our farhers houſe , before me, 
I take to witnefſe heayen and earth againſt you, I take 
A 3 iaſtrg, 
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joſtruments in the hand; of that ſun , & day light , that bcheid 
uss & in thc hands of the timber & walls of that kiik, vf 
drew not up a fair contratt of mariage berwixt you & Chriit, 
if I went nor with offers betwixt the br degroome , & you 3; & 
your conlcience did ocar you witnell , your n-ouths coatcl. 
ſed , that there were maoy fair tryſts, & mectioys driwy on, 
berwixt Chriſt and you z at communion fcaſts , '& othcr oce 
Calions : there were braclets, jewels, rings , and lov Icriers 
ſcar co You , thy the onidegro IN; it wasT id you , what 4 fair 
dowric ye should have, and what ahouſ-your huvband avd ye 
Should dwcdllin, and what was the biidgroomes Excelleuctr s 
Swectnefſe, Might, Power ; The Ercronic, and Glory of 
his Kingdome , the exceeding dcepneite of lis love » who 
ſought his black witc through pain , hires, Shame, d.ath, & 
thegrave; and ſwimmcd the lalt (ca tos her » undergocing the 
yan. ofthe law , & then was made a curſe for you, & ye then 
conſented and aid , Even ſo I take bim. I coun cell you , bce 
ware of the ncw & ſtrange leaven Of mens nmvycntions 1, bulude 4 
againſt the word of God, contrair to the oath of this kuk, 
now comcaag among you : Lin{tructed you of : he Superſtition, 
& [dolatry , of kuceliog 10 the inſtant of receiving the Lords 
ſupper n & crollcing in baptilme . and the oblervinz of mcas 
yes, without any warrant of Chriſt our perfc&t lawgiver : 
Countenance not the Surplicey the attire ofthe Maſle prieſt, rhe 
garment of Baals pricſts ; the abominable bowing to altars of 
Tree is comcing, upon you $ hate & keep your ſelves from 1dols : 
forbcar in any calc to hear the r: ading of the new facherl de 
ſervice-book , full of grofſe t*&r4i-« 1 popish a..d {up (titious 
errors , withour any warrant of Chriſt , rending to the oOvere 
throw of preaching : you owe no obcdicnce to the baitard Ca- 
nons, they arc unlawfull , bl:{ph-mour and fuperſtitious ; all 
the ceremonics that lic io the .tichiſts foul womb the wa® 
res of that Trcat moth r of: fornications,, th kick of Rome, 
Areto be refilcd ; YE fee whither they lead vou 5 Conrtinuc (tall 
in the Doftrine, which yc have recieved; ye heard of me the 
whole cou ſell of God , ſowe no cloutrs upon Chriſts robe 2 
take Chriſt ia his ragges & loſzes & 2 as periceured by men » 8 
| * be 
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Epilt. z. Letters, I. 
be conrent to ligh , and pant Up the mountain , with Chriſts 
croll- on your back ; let me be repute a falſe prophet ( & your 
conſcience once (aid the contraic) if your Lord jclus $hall nor 
ſtand by you, a d marintaine you z avd marntaine your cauſe , 
againſt your encmics: I have heard, ( +0++ my foul is grieved 
for it) that fince my departure from you » many among 
you are turned back from the good old way, iothe dogs vo- 
mire againg; It me [peak to theſe men; it was not without 
Gods fpectall direftion, that the fiſt ſenrence that ever my 
mouth utrerid royou , Was that of Fon Chap 97 39» And 
Fe us [ard for ſi Tom nes Came I into the worl 4 3 that they 
which ſce not mig t ſee, & they which ſee might be made 
blind, It is oliible , my firſt mecring & yours be, whcn we 
Shall both ſtand before the dreadtull judge of the World: & 
io the nam«. & authoritie of the Son of God , my great King 
& Malter , | » rite , by theſe preſents » ſummonds totheſc mens 
| arreit their fouls & bodies tothe day of our compearance 3 
their cternall damnation ſtfads lubſcribed , and ſealed in hea- 
ven» bythe hand write of the great Judge of quick & dead, 
and I am ready to ſtand up , as a preaching witneise againſt juch 

to their face, that day, & to ſay Amen to their condemnase _ 
tion , except they repent: The vengeance of the Goſpel is © 
heavier , nor the vengeance of thelaw ; the Mediators maledis"% - 
Ction and Vengeance 1s tWICe VENYgeance , & that vengeance oF ©: 
the due portion of ſuch men , & there Ileave them, as bound 
menzay & while they repent & amend: You were witneſſes, how 

the Lords day was ſpent, while I was among you: O facrilegious 
robber of Gods day z what will thou anfwer the Almightie , 
when he (ceketh fo many Sabbaths back again from thee ? 
What will the Curſer 7 Swrarer » & Blaſphemer doe, when his 
tongue hall be roſted in that broad and burning lake of fare & 
brimſtone ? And what will the drunkaid dos, when tongue, 
lights,& hver, boncs,& all, shall Dorle & fiyc ina corruring fireg 

for he «hall be far from his barrels of trong drinke then , & there 

1s not acold wcli of warcr for him 1a hcil} What $shall bc rhe 
calc of the wretch, the coverous man 2 The opprelisor ? The de- 
cayer ? Thz carth worme , whocan never get his wombfull 
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efclay , when inthe day of Chriſt, Gold and Silver muſt lie 
burort in ashes, and he muſt compear and anſwer his judge , 
and quire his clayic and naughtic heaven ? woe , woe for 
ever more x -be tro the time-turning Atherift . that hath one 
God and one rcligion , for ſummer , and another God and 
another rcligion » for winter» and the day of fanning , when 
Chriſt fanneth all that is in his barn floor ; who hath a con= 
ſcience for every faire and mercat , and the foul of him 
runneth upon theſe oiled wheels, Times Cuſtome , the 
World and Command of men: O if the cardeſſe Atheiſts 
and ſleeping man , who edgeth=by all, ( with, God forgre 
aur Paſtors » if they lead us wrong : We mujt doe as they com 
wand ,) and layes down his head upon times boſome , and 

iveth his conſcience ro a deputy, and fleepeth ſo while the 
moak of hell fircflic up in histhroat , and cauſe him ſtart our 
of his dooleful bed / O if fuch a man would awake. Many woes 
are for the over-guilded , and gold - plaſtered Hypocrite. A 
heavie doom is for the Lier and winhge=tongued flatterer, and the 
flcing book of Gods fcarfull vengeance z ewentie cQbirs long and 
gen cubirs broad, that gocth our from the face of God , hall 
Enter into the houſe , and in upon the ſoul of him that ſtealeth , 


"and (weareth fallcly by Gods name , Jechar. 5: ver. 2 3-1 
denounce cteroall burning , borter then Sodoms flames , upon 


the men, that boile in filthic luſts of fornication , adultcry » 
inceſt , and the like wickedneſle 5 no room , no not a foot= 
broad for ſuch vile dogs » within rhe clean Feruſalem Many 
of you put off all with this , God forgive us y» we know no bets 
ger: 1 renew my old anſwer, 2. Theſſ. x. the judge is com® 
ing in flaming fire , with all his mighty Angels , to render 
Vengeance to ail thoſe, that know not God , and belerve not- 
T haveofren told you , ſecurity shall ay you : all men (ay they 
have faith, as many men and women now , as many faints 1 
heaven; and all belceve ( fay ye; ) every foul dog is clean enough» 
& good enough , for theclcan & new Feruſalem above, Every 
man hath converſion, & the new birth ; bur it is not leel 
comeg they had never a fick night for fin :- convertion 
game to them in a oight dream: in a word , hell will be 
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full : Alacc | 
leeve & to be (aved , 
heavens gates , 
they take out a fair rothing ( or as ye uſe to ſpeak) a 
O lamentable Diſappointwicor ! 
| charge you 19 the name of Chriſt » make faſt work of 
Chriſt » avd f(alvarion : 
among, you 
hearted beicevers : 
and Old Teſtament are vours. 
husband you have ! 

ingine, oO write of him 
haart in maſſe and pure gold , it will nor weigh the thous 
ſad part of Chiiſts love to a foul, even to me a poor pri. 
O that is a maſſlicand marvcllous love ! Men and 
ye Shall not 


When they 


bl, ime : 


the breath of that 
of Chrift 
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empty at the day of judgement , and heaven panged 
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It is ncather cafie nor ordinaric x to bee 
Many muſt Raid in the end art 
o0c to take out their faith 


you, 


| know there arc ſome beleevers 


write to yous 
All the comforts of Chriſt in the New 


O it 1 had pen and ink , 


broken 


& 


and 


!| Let hcavenard cuth beconfos 


Ang«lI« unite your force and ſtrength in one ; 
heave ror poiic it off the ground: Ten thouſand thouſand 

is 4s many worlds as Angels can number, and then as 

a ncw world of Ang.ls can multiply , would not all bethe balk 

of a bailance, to weigh Chriſts cxcellency , ſweetnelle, and " 
love » Pur ten carths 1» ones and let a roſe grow greater * 
ther ten whole earths or ten worlds, O what beauty would 
be in it , ard what a (mel! wovld it caſt | But a blaſt of *«- 
a1'cit role in all Gods Paradiſc » even 
Jclus our Lord , one look ot that faireſt faces 
would be intuuitly , 1 beaury and fimell, above all imagt- 

| wonder that men dow bide 


of Chriſt : 1 would cftcem my ſelf bleſſed , if I could make 


an open proclamation , and gather all the world, that are 
living upon the carth, Jew , and Gentile , and all that shall 


be borne to the blowing oft the laſt trumpet , ro lock round 


about Chriſt, and ro Itand looking , wondering , admiring, 


and adoring his beauty , and ſwerneſse ; for his fire is 


hotter then any other fire ; his love ſweeter then common lovey 


his beauty (arpaſgerh all other beauty. When I am-heavis 
and 


- — 
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and fad, one of his love-looks would do me mecekle worlds 
good : oif ye would fall in love with him! How bleſcd were 11 
how glad would my foul be, ro help you to love him ? But a» 
mongſt us all we could not love him enough , he is the Son of 
the Fathers love, & Gods dcliphr , the Fathers love hicth all 
upon lim; © at all mankind would ferch all their love, & lay 
it upon him 5 invite him , & take him homc ro your houſes 4 in 
the cxerciſc of prayer , morning & evening , as 1 olten detired 
you ; eſpecially now , Itt him nor want lodgeany 1n your houſe 
& , norlicin the ficlds , when hc 15 shut our ot pulpits & Kicks, 


It ye will be content ro take heaven by violence, & the winde 
on your face for Chriſt & his crotle * Tamhere ones who hath 
ſome tryall of Chriſts crolle , | can (ay, that Chiiſt was ever 
kind ro me, but he overcometh him (colt (if 1 way ſpeak io) in 
kindneſs , while I ſuffer for bim ; 1 giveyou my word for it, 
Chriſts croſſcis nor ſoevil as they call it 3 iris (wer , light, & 
comfortable, I would not want the viſitations of love , & the 
very breathings of Chiiſts mouth , when he kifſerh, and my 
Lords delightlome {miles , an4 love-cmbracements » under 
my ſufferings for him , for a mountain of finc gold , nor for 
all the honours , court , and grandour of velver- kirk-men ; 
Chriſt hath the yolke and heart of my love, I am my biloveds, 
and my welbeloved is mine. O that ve were all handfaſtcd to 
Chriſt! © my Dearly bcloved in the Lord, 1 would 1could 
change my voice, and had a tongue tuned with the hand of my 
Lord , & had the arr of (pcakiog of Chriſt, that 1 might paint 
out Unto you , the worth, and h gnelse , and greatnel £ and 
exccllencic , of that fairckt and renowned bridegroom | | 
beſcech you by the mercics of the Lord, by the fighes, rears, 
& heart blood , of our Lord Jcius , by the ſalvation of your 

or and precious ſouls , fer up the mourtan . that ye and | may 
me*r before the Lambs« throne ” amongſt the CONpIicepation of 
the firſt borne. Lord grant , that that may bethe rr yſti, g places 
thar ye and I may put up our hands together, & pluck , and 
cat the apples of the tree of life, and we may feaſt rogerther 
and drink together » ofchar pure river of the water of life , that 
cometh our from uader the throne of God, and from the 
Lamv; 
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La ob : O how lirtle is your hand breadth, & ſpan- length of 
daves here / vour inch of time is L Me, then » hc nyec e and [ 
p 4 d ; 444 nity z CE rany I COMmerme T1 poſting On with 
wings 5 then Shall every mins blacks and whirs be 
bu ou ghe to light. O hovv low will your thou: ghts be of this 
tinc-$cancd but heart-rott n apple , the vain 1 vaio , tecklcile 
world, whco the wormes $hill inak< thoir houſes , in your eye 
les, and challcat off the 8:4h from the ball of your cheeks * 
& $hill make that body a nu:nocr of diic bones 1 T htnk nor 
the common gite of ſerving God , as neighbour & others does 
will bricvw you to heaven ; few , few arc live !. the Devils 
Curt Is thick 8d many X he h 1 the greareſt HUM: ber of man- 
Kind for his v att ls, | rnNOW 3 4 is world 1s 4 ore at forreſt of 
thornes in your way to hcav en;but yc muſt through It:2CqQUUNT 
vour {cl-& with the Lord » hold faſt Chriſt, hear his yoice 
only , blefle lis name » fanife and keep his days keep the 
new commandment , love one another , let the Holy Spirie 
dwell 1s your bodirs , & be clean & holy , love nor the world, 
Iy not » love & follow truth , ham to know God, keep 19 
mind what I rwohk: vou ; for God will fcek an account of its 
when I am fir from you ; abſtain from all evil & all appear- 
ance of evil; follow good carctully , & ſeck peace and fol. 
low aftcr A ome your King , and pray for him 3 remertt= 
ber mc to God in your prayers , I dow not forget you: Irold 
you often, v me | was with you, and now | write tt again , 
heavy , (ad 2nd fore , is that ſtrok of the Lords wrath . thar 
1s couwcing upon Sc tland, woe, wore, woe to this Harlor- 
laid , for they hall take the cup of Gods wrath, from his 
band , and drink, and fpuc, avd fall, ard not riſe again, 
Ins In, In with fp&d, to your ſtrong hol1 , ye priſoners 
of hope, & hide you there whilethe anger ofthe Lord paſſe : 
Follow not the Paſtors of this Laid, for the fin is gone 
down upon thrm: as the Lord hverh th y lead you from 
Chriſt , and from th g00d old way ; vert th Lord will keep 
th: h wy Cite, & mak this withered Kirk ro bud again, like 
a roſe, and a fi-14 bl fled of the Lord. The grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you all. The prayers and blefſiog 
[9] 
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ef a priſoner of Chriſt ,'in bonds for him, and for you, be with 
yow all, Amin, 


Aberden , luly 14. Your Lawfull ea loving 
1637. Paſtor, S. R. 


To the Honourable, Reverend, & VVelbeloved Profeſſors 
of Chriſt & Ins Truth in ſincerity , in Ireland. 


Dy beloved in our Lord, & partakers of the heaven. 
ly calling , Grace , mercy & peace be to you , from God 
our father , & from our LorTF1: ſus Chriſt ; I alwaves , but moſt 
of all now in my bonds, (moſt ſweer bonds for Chriſt my Lord ) 
rejoyce, to hear of your faith and loye, & ro hear that our 
King » our wclbcloved our bridegroom » withour tireings 
ſtayerh ſtill ro wooe you , as his wife ; and thar perſecutions, 
& mockings of finners have not chaſed away the wooer from 
the houſe, 1 perſwade you in the Lord, the men of God , now 
ſcattered & driven from you , put you upon the right ſent 
& purſuit of Chriſt 5 & my ſalvation on it, (if ren heavens were 
mine ) if this way , this way that I now ſuffer for , this way 
that the world nickoameth , and reproacheth , & no other 
ways be not the Kings gate to heaven ; & I 5hall neyer {ce Gods 
faces (and alacel werea beguiled wretch ifirt were ſo! ) 1f this be 
notthe only ſaving way to heaven, Oh that you would 
take a priſoner of Chriſt's word for it ; nay , I know you have 
the greateſt _ word for ity that it shall not be your wiſdom 
to (pier our another Chriſt,another way of worshiping himzrhen 
is now ſavingly tevealed ro you. Therefore , though | never 
ſaw your faces, ler me be pardoned to write to you) ye honour- 
able perſons , ye fairhfull Paſtors yer amongſt the locks, and 
ye lincere profeſſors of Chriſts eruth, or any wea': rired ſtrayers, 
who caſt but halfe apeye afecr the bridegroom , if potiney 
cou 
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could » by ary weak experience y confirme and ſtrengrhen you z 


in this good way , every where ſpoken azainſt. I can with 
greateſt allurance ( tothe honour of our higheſt , & greateſt & 
deareſt Lord ler it be ſpoken) aſſert , ( _ [ be bur achildin 
Chriſt , and ſcarce ableto walk , but bya hold, & the mean- 
eſt and lelſe then the leaſt of Saints) that we doe pot come 
nigh » by rwenty degrees , tothe due love & eſtimation of that 
faireſt among the ſons of men ; for if it were poſſible thar 
heaven y yea ten heavens y werelaid in the ballance with Chriſty 
I would thiok the ſmell of his breath above them all : ſure I 
am z heis the far beſt halfe of heaven x; yea heis all heaven, and 
more then all heaven; & my reſtunonie of him is, that ten 
lives of black forrow, ten deaths, ten hells of pain, ren 
furnaces of brimſtone, and all exquilit rorments, were all 
too lictle for Chriſt, if our ſuffering could be a hirero bu 
him: and therefore faint not 1n your ſufferings , & baſard; 
for him. I proclaim & cry , hell, ſorrow, and shame upon all 
luſts, upon all by-lovers , that wouldtake Chriſt's room over 
his head , inthis little inch of love, of theſe narrow fouls of 
ours, that is due to ſweeteſt Jeſus. O higheſt, O faireſt, 
O deareſt Lord Jeſus, rake thine ovvn from all baſtard lovers ! 
O that vve could wodſer , & (ell all our part of times glory 
and times good things, for a leaſe & rack of Chriſt , for allerer= 
nity! O how arc we miſted, and mired with the love ofthings 
that are inthis fide of time, & in this fide of deaths water ! where 
can we hndea match to Chiiſt , or an equal, or a better then 
he , among created things? Oh this world is our of all con- 
cit» & all love with our welbeloved. O thar I could fell 
my laughter, joy, caſe, and all for him ; and be content of a 
ſtraw-bed, and bread by weight , & warer by meaſure, in 
the camp of our weeping Chriſt! I knovy his ſackcloth & 
aches are better , then the fools laughter , which is like the 
crackling of thornes under a pot. But alace ! wedoe not harden 
our faces againſt the cold north ſtormes » which blow upon 
Chriſt's fair face, we love well ſummer religion , & to be thar 
which Sin hath made us,cven as thin-skinncdzas if we were made 
of white paper » & would ſain be garriedrg heayen ina cloſle co- 
yered 
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yered chariot, wichins from our hearts, that Chriſt vyvorld 
give us ſurety » & his hand vvrite, & his teal , for nothing bi x 
afair furmmer , untill we bc landed, in at heavens ares * hovy 
many of us have been here deceived, & fainted in the day of 
etyall;amongſt you there are {ne of this Stamp: »hall be ſorry 
if my acquantance A. T, hath lett you; Lvyvilnot breve he 
dare ſtay from Chriſt's fide. I delirethat ye «how hin this from 
me; for Iloved him once in Chriſt, neither can Ichanoe my 
minde ſaddenly of him. Butthe truth is, that many of you, 
& roo many alſo of your neighbour church of Scorland , bave 
becn like a tennent thar firtech mcalfice, & knovvcth not his 
holding while his rights be queſtioned; & now I am perſvvade 
ed, it vvil de askid atevery oneof us, on what terms vye 
brooke Chriſt , for we have fitten long meal-free ; wee 
found Chriſt vvithout a vvet foot ; and He, and his 
onſpel , came upon ſmall charges ro our Doors z bur 
now we muſt wer our feet to ſecke him 3 our evil manners, 
& the bad fashions of a pcople at cafe from our youth , & like 
Moab not caſten from v«lcll to veſſel, Fer. 48: 11. hath 
made us like ſtanding waters, to gather a foul ſcumme; & 
when we arc jumbled , our dregs come up . & are (cen ; many 
take but halfe a grip of Chriſt, & the wind blowcth them & 
Chriſt aſunder ; indeed wheathe maſt is broken, & blown in 
the ſea, it is an art then to ſwim upon Chriſt, to drie land: 
"ris even poſſible that thechildreo of God , in a hard trial, lay 
them ſelves down , as hidd:n 10 the lea-tide of a bush , vvhile 
Chriſt their maſter be raken , as Petey did; & lurke there , 
while the ſtorme be overpaſt ; all of us knovy the vvay tO a 
wholeskin ; & rhe fingleſt heart that is hath a by-purſe, that 
vvil contain the deoiall of Chriſt & a fearfull backilding. O 
hovy rare a thing is it, to be loyall & honeſt to Chriſt , vvhen 
he hath a controverſy vvith the sheelds of the earth ! I wish , all 
of you would corfider , that this triall is from Chriſt , it is 
come upon you unbought ( inde:d when we buya tenration 
with our own money y no marvel that we be nor cally free 
ofit, & that God be not at our elbow to rake it off our hand) 
chis 1s Chriſt's ordinaric bouſe+firc that he maks uſe of, ro try 

all 
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all che v<f[-11s of his houſe Withall, & Chriſt now is about ta 
bring his ticafure out before lun & moon » & totell his moneys 
& in the tellingzto try what vvelght of gold, vyhat vvcight of 
vyatcred copper 1+ in lus houſe, Doe not novy jouke y or hos 
or vecld ro your adver fares in a haiibreadthgChiſt and his rruch 
vvill not divide ; & his truth hath nor latitude & breadth, that 
ye may take fone of it , & leave other ſome of it ;; nay meg 
pcl is like a [niall hair » that hath no breadth , & vvil not cleave 
10 rwot It 16 not pofliblc to rryſte & compound a matter bervvixr 
Chriſt & Antichnſt ; & ther: fore ye muſt cither be for Chriſt, 
or ye mul! be agaiult him : It vvas but mans vvir , & the wit of 
Prelats , & their god- father the Pope (that man without law) to 
put Chriſt, & his prerogarives royall , & his truth or the ſmal- 
leſt nail» breadth of his latter vvil.in thenevy kalcndar of Indif« 
ferencies ;,, & to make a blank of un»inked paper , -in Chriſte 
Teſtament y that men may f 11 up ; & fo Shufflc the rruth,& ma- 
rers they call indifferent, thorovy other; & (pin both together 
that the Antichriſts yvarc s may ſell the better : This is bur the 
device & forged dream of men, whoſe conſcicnces are made of 
ſtourneſle , & have a throatxthat a graven image , greater then 
the bounds of the Kirk door yz vvould ger free paſlage into: I 
am ſure , vwhen Chriſt shall bring us all out in our blacks & 
vvhirs , at that day, when Þ hall cry down time, & the world; 
& when the glory of ir shall lie io white ashes;like a may-flower 7 
cut down & having loſt the bloſome, there $hall be few , 
yea none that dare make aiiy point,that toucheth the wotship & ' 
honour of our king & lawgiver , to be indiflerent. O that this 
miſlead & blicdfolded world would (ec , that Chriſt doeth nor 
riſe & fall , ſtand or lic, by mevs apprebeofions ! wharis Chaift 
the lighter. that merrdoe with him by open proclamation , as 
men doe with clipped & light money ; they are now crying 
down Chriit ſome grain weghts » & ſome pounds or shillings, 
& chey will have him lie for a penny or apound for one, or Be 
an hundreth , according as the wind blowerh from the caſt » or 
from the weſt ; bur the Lord hes weighed him , & ballanced 
him already, Thr; is my welbeloved Son,in whom 1 am well pleaſ- 
ed, hear ye bimy his worth, & bis weight Randcrh ill z; Tr isour 

part 
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ro eryup, up with Chriſt, & down , down with all created 
glory before him. O that I coald highten him , & kightco his 
names & hbighten his throne ! I know  & amperſwaded . that 
Chriſt sball again be high, & great in this poor withered , & ſun- 
burnt Kirk of Scotland ; & that the ſparks of our fire shall flee 
over ſea» & round about, to warine you, & other fiſter-chur- 
ches, & that this tabernacle of Davids houſe that vs (allen, even 
the Son of David his waſte places shall be built again; & 1 
know, the priſon, croſſes , perſecutions, & trials of the ewoſlain 
witneſſes » that arc now dead & buried Rev. rx. & of the 
fairhſull profeſſors , bave a back-door & back entricof eſcape; & 
that death & hell , and the world & rorrures, 5hall all cleave & 
ſplirin twain , &give us free paſlage & liberie ro goe through 
\ toll-free 3 & we $hall bring all Gods good merall our of 
the furnace again, andleave behinde us bur our drofſe, & our 
ſcumme ; we may then before hand proclaim Chriſt ro be vic» 
torious. He is crowned Kiog in mount Sion ; God did put 
the crownupon his head , Pſal. 2. And whodare rakeit off 
again ? out of queſtion he harhſore & grievous quarrells againſt 
his church ; and therefore , Heis called, Iſa.3 1: 9. He whoſe 
fire is in Zion, & whoſe furnace is inleruſalem. Bur when he hath 
performed his work on mount Siog , all Sions haters hall be as 
the bungry and thirſtie man , Gar dreams he is eatin 
and drigkiog , and behold when he awakerh he is faint, - 
his ſoul empry : and this advantage we have alſo, that 
he will not bring before fun & moon, all the infirmitics 
of his wife z itis the modeſty of marriage-anger, or husband= 
wrath , that our ſweet Lord Jeſus will not come with chid- 
ing to the ſtreets, to let all the word hear , what is berwixt 
him and us ; his ſweet gloomes ſtay under roofe , and that bee 
cauſc he is God. Two ſpeciall things yeare ro minde. 1, Try 
& make ſure your profeſtion ; chat ye cary not empty lamps : 
alace , ſeeuriry , (ecuriry is the bane , & the wrack of the moſt 
part ofthe world ! Oh how many profeſſors goe with a golden 
luſtre, & gold-like before men, (who arc but witneſzes to 
our whiceckin) & yer are but baſtard & baſe merall ;. conſider 
how fair before the wind ſome doe plye with up-ſailes and 
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ite, even to thenickof illumination, Heb. 6:F. And 
zajiing of the heavents gift ; & a ſhare & part of the holy 
Ghoſt; & the taſting o, the good word of God, & em of 
the world to come : And yet this is but a falſe nick of renova» 
tion, &in a short time, ſuch arequickly broken upon the 
rocks, & never ferch the harbour, bur are ſanded in the bottom 


"cn ofhell, O make your heaven ſure, & try how ye come by 
© LE converfionzthatir be nor ſtolen goods, in a white & wel-luſtred 
ay profeſſion | A white skin ovcrold wounds maketh an unders 
the cotting conſcience; Falſe und.r-water not ſeen is dangerous, 
;%H & that is aleck .andrift in the bottrome of in enlightened cons 
* XN ſcience y ofrcn falling , & Ginniog againſt light. Woe, wock 
ph me, that the holy prof (hon of Chriſt is made a ſtage garmene 
t of by many , to bring home a vain fame, & Chriſt is made t@ 
our & ſerve mens ends: this 1s,as 1t were,to ſtop an oven wit I a Kings 
Nc-H robes. Know 2. except men martyre & ſlay the body oftia g 
put Jin ſanihed (clf-denial , they shall never be Chriſts martyrs, 
off and faithfull wirneſies. Oh if t could be maſter of that houſe- 
oft N idol my ſelf , my own , mine , my own will , wit , eredit, & 
poſt exe? how bleſſed were I > O but we have need to be redeemed 
athE from our ſelves, rather then from the Devil & the worldlLeara 
eas ro put out your ſelves , & roput in Chriſt for your (elves: I 
ing should make a ſweet battering & nifte1ing,& give old ſor new, 
aod if 1 could shufc our (If, & ſubſtitute Chriſt my Lord in place 
hat of my felf;, to ſay, not 1 , but Chrift ; not my will, but Chriſts; 
ties Yyor my e4/e, not my luſt , not mv fecklefs Cr.dit ; but Chriſt , 
nd- B Crit. Bur alace in leaving our (clves, in ſcring Chriſt before 
uid- Your [dol;ſelf, we have yer 2 glatked back-look ro our old Idol, 
yiut BO wretched Idol, my ſelf'when Shall I (ce thee wholly decourt- 
be- ed, & Chriſt wholly pur in thy room + Oh if Chiiſt, Chriſt , 
Try Bhd the full place & room of my (elf, that all my aimes purpo- 
ws "Fes, thoughts , & defires y would coaſt and land upon Chriſt, & 
moſt Y not upon my ſclt! & howbeir we can not attain tothis fd = 
iden Enial of me, & mine, that we can ſay: I am not my ſelf. my ſelf xs 
s © Wnt my ſelf- mine own is no longer mine own ; ves our aiming at 
_ this, inall wedoes $hall be accepted: for alace I think I shall 
an 


dic,but minting & aiming to be a Chriſtian:Is it not our come 
B fory 
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forr » that Chriſt the mediator of the new covenant 1s come 
berwixt us & God, in the bulineſſe , ſo that green & young 
heirs , the like of finuers , bave now a Turour that is God : & 
pow - God be thanked , our alration is bortomed on Chriſt: 
ſure I am the borrome $hall never fall our of hcaven & happi- 
peſſe tous: I would give over the bargain a thouland times, 
were it oor, that Chriſt his free grace, hath raken our (alva= 
tion in hand, Pray, pray , & conrend with the Lord , for your 
fſter-Church ; for it would appear the Lord is about ro ask tor 
his ſcattered shcep, in the dark and cloudy day. O that it 
would pleaſe our Lord to ſcrup again Davids old waſi:d , and 
fallen taberoacle, in Scotland ; that we might ſce the glory 
of the ſecond temple in this land 1 O that my little heayen 
were wod(er , to redeem the honour of my Lord Jclus, among 
= » & Gentils ! ler never dew lie upon my branches, and 

ct my poor flower wither at the root, fo being Chriſt were 
enthroned , and his glory advanced in all the world ; & eſpe» 
cially in theſerhree Kingdomes : bur 1 know he bath oo need 
ef me: 'what can I adde ro him ? bur oh char he would cauſe 
his high &pure glory runthrough ſuch a foul chanacl as I am! 
& howbeir he hath cauſed the bloſlome fal off my one poor 
Joy that was on this fide of heaven , eyen my hberty to preach 
Chriſt ro his people, yer I am dead ro that now » fo being he 
would hew and carve glory , glory for evcrmore, to my royall 
King , out of my filence , & ſufferipgs, Oh thar I had my fill 
of tus lovegbur I know ill manners ak an uncouth & ſtrange 
bridegroom, I intreat you carneſtly for the aide of your 
prayers, for I forget not you; & 11ialute with my ſoul in Chriſt 
the faithfull Paſtors , and honourable & worthy Profeflors in 
that Land, Now the God of peace, that brought agaio our 
Loid Jeſus from the dead , the great sbepherd of the sheep , by 


the blood of the everlaſting covenant , make you perfett , in 
every good work , todoe his will ; workiog in youthat which 
is wel pleaſing in bis Gght, Graces Grace be with you. 


Aberden, Feb, 4. Yours in by ſweeteſt Lord 
i638, Jeſus 1 $, R- 
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[4 To the truly Noble & ele Lady, my Lady 

* | VICOUNIESSE of KENMURE, 

i- Noble & «le Lady. 

T Hat honour that I bave prayed for theſe ſixteen yeers 
j- with ſubmiſſion to wy Lords will , my kind Lord bath” 


ur now beſtowed upon mr, even eo ſuffer for my royal & princes 
or | ly King Jelus & for his kingly Crown , & the freedom of his 
it } Kingdon, that his Father hath giveo bim, The forbidden 
ad  Locds have fenteniced me with deprivation , & confinement 
ry & within the rown of Aberden. I am charged in the Kings natne, 
en | toner againſt the ewenty day of Auguſt nexts & thereto re» 
ng | mato during the Kings pleaſure, as they have given it our, 
nd | Howbcit Chriſts green crofle, newly laid upon me » be fome=- 
re | what heavy, white I call ro minde the many fair dayes, ſweet & 
"» | comfortavic ro my foul, & to the ſouls of many others, & how 
<d || young ones in Chriſt, are plucked from eh. breaſt, & the inhe+ 
uſe Y ritance of God laid waſte z yer that ſweer ſmelled & pcrfumed 
m! |} croſlc of Chriſt is accompanied with (weet refrezhmevrs, with 
zor | the kiſſes of a King, with the joy of the holy Ghoſt, with faith 
ch Y that the Lord hears the fighing of a priſoner , with undoubred 
he B hope (as ſurc as my Lolivach) - this night, ro ſceday 
rall F light, & Chriſts skieroclear up again upon me » & hispoor 
fill } Kirk, & chat in a ſtrange Land, amongſt ſtrange faces: he will 
age | give favour in the eyes of nen , cohis poor oppreſſed ſervant , 
our } who dow not bur love that lovely one , that princely one, 
ciſt Y Jeſus, che comforter of his ſoull. Al would be well , if I were 
$ in ©} free of old challanges for guilrineſs , & for negleRt in my cal= 
our I ling , & for ſpeaking too little for my welb:loveds Crown , 
, by Y Honour , & Kingdom. Oh for a day in theafſembly of the 
, in I Saints to advocate for King Jeſus ! If my Lord goon now ts 
ich _ alſo , I dicy | cannot endure it 5 But [ look for peace 
rom him ; becauſe he knowerh 1 dow bear mens feud , but | 
2 dow nor bear his feud $ rhis is my onely exerciſe, that I feare 
ors Y 1 have done lirtle good in my miniſtry: bur I dare not but ſay, 
| loved the bairns of the wedding chamber , & praycd for and 
L 3 dolircd 
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defired the thriving of the marriage » & coming of his King 
dom, I apprehend no lc{sc then 2 judgement upon Galloway ; 
& that the Lord shall vilit this whole nation, for the quarcll 
of checovenant. But what can be laid upon me, or any the 
like of me , 15ro0 light for Chriſt : Olkniſt dow bear more , & 
would bcar dcath & burning quick , in bis weak fervants, 
even for this honourable cauſe , that I now ſuffer for. Yct 
for all wy complaints (& he knoweththat I dare not now dil 
ſerblc) he was never ſweeter & kinder » then he is now » One 
kiſlc pow is ſwerter thin ren lovg, Une: ſweer , (weert 1s hit 
crofce 7; light » light & calic1s his yoke, O what alweert ſtep 
were it up to my fathers houſe thorow ten deaths , for 
the truth and cauſe of that unknowns ard fo not-haltc. wel- 
loved , plant of xcnown, the man calles rhe Branch , the 
chick a nong ren thouſands , the faireſt among the ſons of 
mc! O what unſccn Joycs , how many hidden hearr-burnings 
of love, arein the remnants of the ſufferings of Chriſt i My 
dear worthy Lady, I giveit to your La: under my own hand 
(my heart writing as well as my hand) w«lcome, welcome , 
ſweet » ſweer, & gloriouscrolse of Chrilt ; welcome ſweet 
Jeſus , with thy light crolse , thou haſt now gained & gotten 
all my lovefrom me , kucp what chou haſt gotren. Onely , 
woe, wot is me, for my bereſe-fock 4 for the Lambs of Je= 
fus » that I fear Shall be fed with dry breaſts, burl ſpare now. 
Madam , 1 dare not promiſe to ſce your La: becauſe of rhe 
lirtle time 1 have allored me , & 1 purpoſe ro obey rhe King , 
who hath porver of my body ; & rebelhon ro Kings 15 unbe= 
ſeeming Chriſts Minilters. Bc picaſed to acquaint my Lady 
Marre with my.caſe, I will look , your La: & that good 
Lady will be mindfull to God of the Lords priſoner , not for 
my cauſc, byt for the Goſpels ſake. Madam, bind me more 
(it morecan be) royour Lat and write thanks ro your broe 
ther , my Lord of Lorne, for what he bath done for me, a 
your vaknown ſtranger ro his Lo: I hall pray for him & his 
ouſc » while 1 live y It is his honour » to open his mourh in 
the ſtreers for his wronged » and oppreſsed maſter Chriſt Jeſus, 
Now Madam , commendivg your La; and the ſwect childe 
[> 
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to the ted er mercics of minc own Lord Jeſus z and his good 
will who dw:Ittnthe bushag I Reſt | 
Edins. July 2.8, Yours ,im big own ſweeteſt 

_ Lord Teſus y SK 


To the Noble & Chriſtian Lady , the 
| VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE, 


= 
. My very Honour able & dear Lady » + 

: Race mercy & peace be to you, [ cannot forget vour 
> La: & thart (weer childe,, I deiice to hear what the Lord 
r is doing to you , & him: to write to me werechtwity y I cara 
- Y not but wrice co my friends, thac Chriſt hath eryſted me in 
e Þ} Aberdeen; & ny alverfaries have ſent me here, to be feaſted 
f | wich love-banquzrs with my royall , high, high, & prin. 
s || ccly King Jelus, Midam , why should I imother Chriſts hoe 
y Þ|f neſty. I dare not coaccal his goodneſs ro my foul, he looked 
d I fram'd & uncouth-like upon me , whea 1 came firſt here ;: bur 
* » I bclecve himlelt berrer then his looks : | shall nor again quar- 
ee Krcll Chriſt for a gloome , now he hath caken the mask off his 
m Wticce, & faith kife thy fill 3 & what can I have more, white I 
7» Yget great heaven in my htcle armes? Ohow (ſweet areche ſuf. 
”_ 

V 

he 


terings of Chriſt , for Chriſt] Gud forgive them , that raiſe 
an ill ccport apon the (weer crofe of Chriſty it is bur our weak 
& dim eyes, that look but rothe black file , rhat makes us 
miſtake ; thoſe who can take that crabb<d-rree hand. ſomely 
upon their back, & faſten it on canvilygshall finde ir ſych a bur- 
dens as wings unto 4 bird , or files to a Ship. Madam ,"ruc nor 
of your having choſen the better part: upon my (alyationzthis 
bs Chriſts eruch [ now ſaffer Forcif 1 foand bur cold comfort in 
y (uft:rings, I would not beguile others, 1 would baverold 
0» you plainly y bur the truth is , Chriſts crown » his ſcepter, & 
, a Wb fcecdom of his Kingdom , is that y which is now called 
his Wo queſtion ; becauſe we will not allow that Chriſt pay eriburey 
\ in WW >= 2 valsall ca the shields of rhe earth, ther-fore the ſons 
ſos, Wt our morker arc angry at us : bur it b:zcomerth not Chriſt 
9 hold any mans ſticrup ; Ir were a ſwert and hoagurable 
: B 3 dar 
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deathyta dic for the honour of that 1 oyali & princ+ly ing Jes 
ſus; this love is a myſtery ro the world : IL world not hive be 
Jeeved that there was fo much in Chrift, as there ; Comes (re 
mak: th Chrift ro beknown in his exc: I ney & glory | wh 
all chis Nation korw bow fweert bis breath is 4 it is little ro foe 
Chriſt in a bookyas men doe the world in a card: they talke of 
Chriſt by the baok & the tongue , & no more ;, but rocome 
nigh Chriſt nd havfle him, & embrace him, is another thing, 
Madam, I write toyour Honour , for your encouragement 
in that honourablc profeflion, Chriſt hath honoured you with: 
Ye havegoiten the Sunny fide of the brace, & the veſt of 
Chriſts good things;zhe hath not given you the Haltard® pore 
tion; & howbcit ye get (trokes & ſowre looks from your Lord, 
yet beleeye his love more then your own f.cling , for this 
world can take nothing from you, that is truly yours; & dcarh 
Can doeyou no wrong: your rock docth not ebbs. & flow, bur 

our ſca:that which Chriſt bath ſaid be v1 bide by «he will 
b your tutour ; you 5hall not ger your charters of heaven to 
play you with: It i» good thar ye have loſt your credit with 
Chrift , & that Lord freewit shall not be your rutour, Chriſt 
will lippen the taking of you to heaven neither ro your ſelf, 
nor any deputy; but onely ro himiclf; bl fled be your turour: 
When your head shall appear, your bridegroom & Lord, your 
day hall ther dawn, it shall never have an aft: rnoonznmT an 
evening shadow. Let your Child» be Chriſts,ier him ſtiy belide 
YOuzas the lords pledge,thar you (hall willingly render ayarry 


if God will. Madan, I inde folk hore kind ro me, but i the ; 
night,& under their breath; roy maſters cauſe may not come to þ 


the crown of the caulry ; others are kind according to their 
faihion;many think me 4 _ - man, & my caule not good ; 
but I care nor muck for mans thoughts or approbarton: 1 think 
n0 shame ofthe crofſe. The preachers of this rown pretend 
great love , bur the Prelats have added to (he relt this gentle 
cruclry ( forſo they think of ic) to diſcha:ge me of th+ pulpits 
of this rown ; the p = murmur, & cry out againſt u; &t 

Speak truly(howbeit Chriſt is moſt indulgent ro mc otherwiſe 
ya) my llcacc on the Lords day keeps me trom A 
avevy 
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above meaſure , & from ſtartling 11 the hear of my Lords love 
Some people aff -£ me z for the which cauſe , I hear the prea- 
chers here purpoſe to have my confinement changed , to ano- 
ther place;ſo cold is northero love: burChriſt andI will bear ir, 
[ have vvreſtled long with this Gd filence:l aid , what ailerth 
Clviſt at my ſervice;zand my ſoul hath been ac a pleading wich 
Chriſt, & at y*a & nay; but I will yeeld ro him, providing my 
ſuffcring may preach more, then my tongue did;forl gavenor 
Chriſtan inch but for ewice as good again:in a word, I am a 
fool, & he is God. I will hold my peace hereafter. Ler me hear 
from your La: & your Dear Childe, pray for a priſoner of 
Chriſt , who is mindfull of your La; Remember my oblige 
obedience to my good Lady Marre. Grace, Gracebe wity 
you, I write & pray bleſſings to yout ſweet childe, 


«Aberd. Nov. 12. Yours in all Dutiefull obedience in 
1636. his onely Loyd Feſusz, S.R. 


To the right bonourable & Chriſtian Lady,my Lady 


VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE, 


MADAM, 
Race Mercy & peace beto you:I received your La let. 
ter,it refreshed me in my heavineſſe:the bleſſing & pray- 
ers of a priſoner of Chriſts come upon you. Since my coming 
hither, Gaboway ſent me not a line, except what my Brother, 
Earlſtoun » & his ſon did write; 1 cannot get my papers tranſ- 
ported:bur Madam,l want not kindnelle of one, who hath the 
pare of ic, Chriſt /if be had never done more for me fince I was 
roe) hath iogag<d my heart , & gained my bl-friog , in this 
houſe of my pilgrumage. Ir pleaſeth my welbeloved'ro dine 
with 2 poorpriſoner, and the Kings ſpiknard caſteth a fragrane 
{mcll ; noching grieycth me, bur that 1 cat my feaſts my 
alone, andthat 1 cannot edific his ſaints: O that this Na- 
tion kocw what is betwixt him and me 3 none would skar ar 
the crolle of Chriſt ! my flence cares me up, but he 
; B 4 bach 
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hath told me, hethankerh me nolefle, theo if 1 were preach. 
iog dayly ;heſecs how gladly 1 would bear it; & therefore my 
way are going to the fore up in heaven , as if 1 were ſtill 

reaching Chriſt, Captains pay ducly bedfaſt (ouldicrs, how- 
Gee they dow nor ma'ch, vor carry armour ; Though 1ſract 
be not gathered » yes ſhall 1 be glorious inthe eyes of my Lord, 
& my Lord ſhall be my flreng#b.1ſa. 49: $. my garland, The 
Baniſhed Minifier,(th< termeof Aberdeen) ashameth me not: 
I have ſcen the white fide of Chriſtscrofiſez how lovely hath he 
beon to his oppreſſed ſervant; Pſal. 146:748,9. The Lord exe= 
cuteth judgment for the oppreſſed be gioeth food 80 the hungry: 
the Lord looſeth the prijoncy ; the Lord raiſcth them thas are 
bowed down: the Lord preſerveth the ſtranger. If ut were come 
ro exchanging of croſles , I would not exchange my crolle 
with any; I am wel-plcaſcd wich Chr |, & be vick me; I hope 
none shall hcar us, Ir is true for all this, I get my meat with 
many ſtroks, & am ſeven times aday up & down, & am often 
anxious, & caſt down for the caſc of my oppreſſed brother, yer 
I hope the Lord will be ſurty for his Ervant. But now upon 
ſome weak, very weak experience, 1 am come to love a rumbl- 
iog & raging devil beſt , ſeeing we muſt have a devil to hold 
the Saints waking, I wish a comberſome devil , rather then a 


ſecure & ſleeping one. Ar my firſt coming hither , I rook the 3 


dorts at Chriſt;& cook up a ſtomack agaioſt him; I ſaid, h- bad 
caſt me over thedike of the vineyard, like adric tree3 but it was 
his mercy, I ſec, that the fire did nor burn the drie rrex, & now 
as if my Lord Jeſus had done that fault, & not I, , who bclied 
my Lord) he hath made the firſt mends , & he ſpake not one 
word agaiuſt me, but hath come again, & quickned my ſoul 
with hus preſence : Nay, now I think the very aanuety , & ca» 
fualicics of the crofſc of Chrilt Ielus my Lord , & thele come 
forts that accompany it, better , then the worlds fer rent. O 
how mavy rich off fallings are in my Kings houſe ! 1am per- 
ſwadcd, & darepawnd my falvation 0; it, that iris Chriſts 
gruth 1 now ſuf. r for: 1 know his Comforts arc no dreams, he 
would not pur his ſeal on blank paper, nor decerve his afflicted 
ones 2 thateruſt in him. Your £4; wrote tome that ye are 


Jy 
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yet an ill (choller: Madam , ye muſt gee in at heavens gates » 
and your boox 10 your hand, (till learning you have had your 
own large $harc of troubies , & a double portion; bur i lwith 
your Fathcr count.th you not a b iſtard; tul - begotrea bairns 
are purrured. Heb 13. 8 1long to hear of gaceh lic, 1 ware 
the blest1ogs of Cliſts piilon r & the mcrcies ot God to him? 
Let him beChriſts& yours berwixe you, bur letChriſt be whole 
play- makers let him be the I-oder, & vethe borrower, not ag 
owner. Madan, It 15 Not long ance | dd write to your La: 
that Chiiftis keeping, mercy tor you, & I bide by it (trll,& now 
I write it noder my hand; Love him dearly, win 10 ro (ce him 
there is 10 him, that which you never flaw, he isay nighs he us 
a tree of life, green , & bloifoming, both lummer & winter : 
There 1s a nick 1n Chriſtianity, to the which whoſoever come 
a«h, they ſce X f. | More then oth [7$ Can doc * Tinvace you of 
new tocom*to him, Come ty Se. will ſpeak berrer things of 
him,thcn 1 can doe: Come neerer will ſay much: God though 
never this world a portion worthy of yous He would not cver 
you to a gifr of dirt & cl y ; nay, he will nor give you Eſau's 
portion; but reſerves the inheritance of Facob for you: Are ye 
not well marricd now? Have you not a good husband now ? 
My heart cannot expreſle what (ad nights 1 have forthe virgin 
daughter of ny people : Woe is me for our time is coming » 
Exck, 7: 10. Behold the dav, behold it is come , the mornin 
hath gone forth, the red hath bloſſomed, pride hath budded , 
violence is riſen up in a rod of wickedneſs the ſun is gone down 
pon our Prophets. Adrie wind upon Scotland, but neither ro 
fan nor cleanſe: but our of all queſtion when the Lord hath” 
cut down his forreſt , the aftcr -growth of Lebanon shall 
Aourtsh , they $ball plant vines in our mountains , & a cloud 
ſhall yer fill the Temple. Now the bl-sfing of our deareſt Lord 
Jeſus, & rhe blesfing of him thatis ſeperar f:om his brethren 
COme upon y ou, 


«Aberden, Wourss at Aberden the priſoney 
0} Chrijt , S. R, 


By Ts 


w_—_—__ _d 


26 M*RuTHsRrroonD's EFpiſt. >, 


To the henowrable & truly noble lady , the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 


M ADAM. 
(= » mercy & peace be to your La: Tong to hear 
from you. | am here waiting it a good wind long- looked 
for sball ar length blow in Chrits ſailes, ia thisland ; Bur [ 
wonder if Jeſus be not content , roſuffer more yet in his mem- 
bers & cauſe, & beauty of his houſe; rather then he should not 
be avenged upon this aud; I hear many worthy men (who fce 
more in the Lords dealing , then I can rake up with my dim 
fight)are of a contrair minde,& doe bclecye theLord 18 coming 
home again to his bouſc in Scotland : | hope he 1s on his jour» 
ney that way; yet 1 look not , bur that he $hall fecd this land , 
with their owa blond , before he eftablish his chrone amongſt 
us. 'I know your Honour is not looking after things hcre- 
awaysyc have no great Cauſcto think, that your ſtock, & prin- 
Cipall z is ander Teroofof theſe viſible heavens: & I hope ye 
would think your ſelf a beguiled and coſencd Soul, ifir were 
ſo. I'would be ſorry to counſel your La: te make acovenant 
with time , & rhis life ; bur rather defire you to hold in fair ge+ 
merals,& far off, from this illfounded beaver that is on this de 
of the water. Ir ſpcakerh ſome what , when our Lord blowerh 
the bloome off our daft hopes in this life, & loppeth rhe bran« 
ches of our Worldly joyes well nigh the root , on purpole ,thar 
they should not thrive. Lord ſpill my fools heaven in this life , 
that I may be ſaved forever. A forfcicure of the faiors parr 
of the nr and marrow of short-laughing bappineſle world. 
Iy , is not ſuch a real evil, as our blinded eyes do concave : 
I am thinking long now for ſome deliverance z more then be. 
fore ; but I know 1 am in an crrour: Iris poble I am nor 
come to that meaſure oftriall , that the Lotd is ſeeking in his 
work, If my friends in Galloway would effcully do for 
my deliverance, I would exceedingly rejoyce: but | know 
not , bur the Lord hath a way » whercof he will be he 
on'y 


Epiſt. 3. Letters. 

only reaper of praiſes. Ler me know wich the bearer , how the 
childe is, Th. Lord be bis Father » & Tutour , & your oncly 
Comforter: Thereis nothiog here where | am , bur profanitie 
& atheiſme. Grace grace be with your La. 


«Aberd. F:b. 13. ' Your La: at al obliged obee 
1637. dence in Chriſt, S.R. 


— 


To the Noble & Chriftian Lady, the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 


MADAM. 


Race, meicy & peace bero you, I would not omur the 
occation io write rovour La; with the bearer? 1 am 

g law the child is well: Gods fivour even tn the yes of mcn be 

ſe. n upon him, 1hopc your La 1s thioking upon theſe fad & 

wofull daves , wherein we now hive; when our Lord , 1n his 
righteous judgment, 15 {-nding the Kirk the gate she is going 

to Romes br oth« Il houle , to feck a lover of her own , ſtring, 
She hath given u with Chriſt het husband. O what ſweet com- 
fort, what rich ſalvation , 15 laid up for thoic, who had rather 
wash & roll their garments io ther own blood, then break our 
from Chriſt by Apoſtacy! Keep vour (elf in the love of Chriſt, 
& (ſtand far aback from the polluttons of the world. Side nor 
with theſe runes, & hold from coming nigh the figns of a 
cooipiracy with thoſ-, that are now come out againſt Chriſt; 
that ye may be One kerpt tor Chriſt onely, 1 know your La: 
thinketh upo»: thrs , ales ye may bc humbled for your ſelf 
& this backſliding land ; for I «youch , that wrath from the 
Lord is gone out againſt Scorland. | think ay th. longer the 
bertcr of my Ruyall & worthy Maſter; Het» becomea new 
welb.lovcd ts me now , in revewed confolations, by the pres 
ſence of the Spitir of grace & glory, Chriſts garments (mel 
of the powd i of the merchant , when b» commeth out ofhis 


Ivory chambers; © hs perfuged face, his fair face, his _ 
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& kiadly kiflcs » have made mc 2 poar prifoner (ez, tazre 1s Yep 
morecob: hid of Clhiit ia this hif:, thea 1 belzeved, we Biwes 
thiak all is bat a litcle carncit,a four baursy a ſmall raſtinz, we be 5 
have, ortsto 02 halia this lite (which isrrus compared with d 
theiabericance) datyer | kno vy iis mary, it is th: Kinglom 
of 304 withinus. Wo:s, war is mts that | have noc ten Yoo 
loves, for that one Lord clus, and rhut lovefailech, & driceh 
| up in loving um; & that | inde no way co ſpend my loves 
d<uccs, an tr: yolk! ot ng 14 ao00 that taicelt. & dearckt 
| eac : L am fic bchiade with iny auros heart Ohow cbbe a 


ſoul have Lrotake 10 C wits love! for let worlds be multiplied 
| accordiag to Angels 41 (tindiag , in millions » while chey ( 
weary themizlves ; talc worlds would not contata the thou- Yew: 
| ſaa1part ot his love. Ot | could voks-in anongt the thick } 1, 


of Aagels,& Scraphini, & now-glorthcd Saints, & could raile Ch 
a acw loyc-{ang of Chiiſt , b-toce all the world ! I am pained 
| with woadering at a: # opcacd creafuresia Cuſt: if every If gy 
hager , member , bac, aud joynr, were a torch burning ia 
| the hotreſt fire in hell, I would chey could all ſend our love- 
| praiſcs , high loa,zs of praiſc for cver more, to that plant of rc= C'\} 
| nown,to that royall & high Princ: Jeſus my Lord 3 bur alace & 1 
| his love ſwcllecthin m2 , & naderth no vent ; alace what cana 
| dumb priſoner doc or ſay tor him. O for aa ingine to write of fo 
' 


a boox of Chriſt and his love; nay, 1 am left of him bound, & th 
chained with his love: [ cannot fade a looſed (foul to lift up his ea 
| praiſes , & give them oat toorhers: buc oh my day light hath ha 
| thick cloads:I canaor shine in his praiſes, | ama often like a ship If & 
plyiag about to (cek che wiad: | Cue ar great I-iſure , & cane Tt 


| 
| not be blowac up 21 that lovelicſt Lord. Ofif 1 could turn 
| ie ailes ro Chriits gg arth ; & char | had my hearts wishes 
of his love! Bur,l but murre hi praiſes: nay,l know cocompa- 
tiſon of what Chriſt is, & what his worth is ; all che Angels, & 
all che glocificd, praiſc him no: (o much asin halfes : whocan 
advance him or artzr all his praiſ:s?] want nothing: unknowa 
faces favours me; enemies mult (prak good of the rtruch : my 
maſters cauſe purghaſerh co nm:ndation. The hopes of my cn 
largement from appearances ate cold ; my fairh hach no b<4 to 
flcep 
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ſlecp upon, but emnipotency. The good will of the Lord , & his 
ſwecrelt preſence be with you & that childe, Grace & peace 
bc yours» 

Aberden , 1637+ Your La. in all 4uty , in his ſweed 
Lord Feſus, S. R. 


Gm 


'To the right bonourable & Chriſtian Lady , the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 


MAD AM. 

Race, mercy & peace be to your La: I would net omir 
(3 0 write aline with this Chriſtan bearer ,0n- in yoar La: 
6wn calc, driven neer to Chriſt, in, & by her afi.ftion. 1 wish 
that my friends 10 Galloway forget menort, however it be 
Chriſt is o good , that I will have no other turour , ſuppoſe I 
could bave waile & choiſe of ten thouſand beſide:I rhiock now 
five hundred heavie hearts for him too little, I wish Chriſt now 
weeping ſuffering, & contemaned of men, were more dear & de- 
firablero many ſouls, then he is: [ am fare, ifthe faines wanted 
Chriſts croſlezſo profitable & ſo ſweer,they might for the gain 
& glory of it, wish it were lawfull, cicher to buy or bortow his 
croſle: bur it is a mercy that the ſaints have ir laid to their hand 
for nothing ; for '1 know no {weerer way to heaven, then 
through free grace » & hard trials together ; & one of theſe 
cannot well want another. O that time would Poſt faſter , & 
haſten our long looked-for communion , with that faireſt, 
Creſt among the ſons of men ! O that theday would favour 
us » & come, & pur Chriſt & us in others armes ? I am ſure 
a few yeers will doe our turn, & the ſouldiers hour-glaſſe 
will ſoon run out, "Madam look to your lamp , & look 
for your Lords coming , & let your heart dwel aloof from 
that ſweer childe; Chriſts jealouſie will nor admit two 
equall loves in your La: heart; he muſt have one, & 
that the greareſt; a little onero a creature may , & muſt (uf. 
ce a ſoul married ro him; your maker is your husband, Iſa. 54. 

I would wich you well, & my obligations theſe many years 
bygon (peak no lelſe ro me ; but more I can acither wishy nor 


pray 
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pray y nor deſire for to your Lat then Che it fingled & wailed 
out from all created good things : o' , Chriſt h-wbeit wer in 
his own blood , wearing a crown of thorns I am (ure 
the ſaints, ar their beſt,are bur ſtranger» rothe wright, & wor h 
of the incomparable (weernefd of Chit ©, He 1s ſonew fo fiesh 
in excellencyevery day of oew, to the ſerhat ſearch more and 
more in him , as if heaven could furnich as many newGhHs iſts 
(1f1 may (peak (0) as there are dayes berwixt h m & us, & yet 
he isoneand the fame, Oh we love an unkoown lover , whin 
we love Chriſt | Let me hear how the child: 1scvery way, the 
Prayers ofa priſoner of Chi (ſt be upon him , grice for ev. r= 
more , eyes whilc glory perk ir, be with your La: 


Yours in his ſweet Lord 
«Aberd, 1637. Feſus , S. R. 


To the noble & Chriſtian lady, the 
VICOUNI ESSE of KENMURE. 


MADAM, 


N Orwith/tanding the great haſte of th» bearer , I would 
bleſſe your L& inpeper:d tiring, that fince Chiift hach 
ever covied , that the world should hive your Jove by bim, 
that ye give your (If our 'or Chriſt ard that ye may be for no 
ethcr. I know none worthy of you but Chiiſt. Madam , 1 
am either ſuffering for Chrift,and this is cither the ſure and 

wWav,or | have done with heaxven, and will never fee Gods 
ace : (which 1 bl. fc him carnot be.) I writen y bl: ſsing io 
that {weet child-zthat ye have borrowed from God. he is no 
heritage to you bur a loan , love bim as folks do borrowed 
things : mv heart is heavy for you. They fay the Kurk of 
Chriſt hath ne1ther ſor 4 Dor bevr ; and therefore her enemi.'$ 
Shall pofi-{T her + but 1 know che is nor that ill friended , her 
hucband is bur b-'r . and «he his herirage. If my Lord would 
be pleaſed , I would delure lome were dealt with » for my 


rervoren 
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return to Anwoth; bur ifthar never be, I thank God, Anworh 
is not heaven , preaching is not Chriſt , 1 bope to wait on... Ler 
me hear how the childe is , and your L4 : minde & hopes of 
him; 'or it would eaſe my heart ro know char hes wel. 1 amin 
good terms with Chriſt , buroh my guilrincfle; yer he brine. 
geth not pleaes berwixt him and me to the ſtreers , and before 
the ſun. Grace, grace, for eyermore be with your La: 

Aberd. 1637+ Your La: at all obedience in 


Chriſt, $. R, 


_— 


To the right bonaurable & Chriſtian Lady , my Lady 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE, 


MADAM. 
Race mercy & peace w_ : Tam refreched with you 
Lerrer: the right band of him, to whom belong the iſſucs 
from death, hath been graciousro that ſweet childe z I dow 
pot » I doe not forget him , & your L4: in myprayers. Mas 
dam » for your own caſe, 1 lovecarcfull , and withall doing 
laints of want of praftice ; becauſc I obſerve many , who 
think it bolineſs cvough , ro complain and fer themſelves ar 
nothing » as if to ſay I am fick , would cure them , they think 
complainrs a good charme for guiltioeſs, [ hope ye are wrefte 
ling & ſtrugling on , in this dead age, whercia folks have loſt 
tongue » & legs and armes for Chriſt, 1 urge upon you , Ma- 
dam » a neerer communion with Chriſt , avd a growing com- 
munion $ There are curtains ro bedrawp by , is Chriſt, that 
weneverſaw , and new foldingsof love in him. 1I deſpair chat 
ever I shall win ro the far end of thar love, thereare fo many 
plics in it , | Therefore dig dcep, and ſwear , and labour , 
and take paines for him ; and fer by fo much time inthe 
day for him , as you can: he willbe win with labour, I, 
his exiled priſoner » ſought Kim , and he bath rued 
me , and hath made a moan for me, as he doth for his own , 
Fer, 31: v. 20, Iſa. 45: v.11, and 1 know not what to de 
with Chriſt ,- his loye ſurrqunderh and furchargerth me, 
I am 
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I am bardened with it, but O how ſweet & lovely is that bur- 
den 1 I dow not keepit within me: 1 am(o in love with his 
love, tharif his love werenot in heaven, 1 would be uowil- 
ling to goc there. O what weighing & what relliog is in 
Chriſts love ! I fear nothing now ſo much \ as the laughing of 
Chriſts croſse , & "7 4a2 an that accompany it : I won» 
der what he mcaneth to pur ſuch a ſlave at the board-head,, ar 
his own elbow. Oh that I should lay my black mouth to ſuch 
a fair y fair, fair face as Chriſts ! bur 1 dare not refuſe to be 
loved » the cauſe is potip me why hc hath looked upor me , &« 
loved me, for he got ne:ther budde nor hire of mc, it coſt me 
nothing , it _— cheap love. O the many pound-weightrs 
of his love, under which I am ſweetly prefſed! Now Madamyl 
perſwade you , the greateſt part bur play with Chriſtianity, 
they pur ir by hand cafily, I thought it had been an ealierhiog 
to be a Chriſtian, & that to ſeck God , had becnat the next 
door ; bur oh the windings, the turnings , the up's » & the 
down's that he bath led methrough ; & 1 ſee yer much way to 
the foord: he ſpeakerh with my reins in the night ſcaſon 3 & in 
the morning , when Iawake, 1 finde his love-arrowes , that 
he shor at me » ſticking in my hearts who will belp me to 
praiſe? who will come lift with me 4 & ſer on high his great 
love # & yet I finde, that a fire-fAiught of challanges will come 
in at mid-ſummer , & queſtion me ; but ir is on«ly to keep a 
ficiner in order. As foi Friends, 1 shall not think the world to be 
the world, if that well goc not drie. Irruſtin God, to uſe the 
world, as a Canny or Cunning-maſter doerh a knave-ſcrvant, 
(at leſt God give me a do-(o) he giverh him no hand- 
Long or credit , onely he intruſt-th him with common errands, 
wherein he cannot play the knave, I pray God,I may not give 
this world credit of my joyes, & comforts, & confidence ; 
that were to put Chriſt our of his office: nay, I counſel youMa- 
dam, from a little experience, let Chriſt ke: prhe great ſeal, & 
jorruſt him ſo, as to hing vour: veſſels great & ſmall, & pin 
your burdenrUpon the nail faſtened in Davids touſe, Tſai. z 2* 
ver. 23+ Ler me not be well, if ever they get the rurouring 
of my comtorts : aways away with irrefponial Turours , that 


would 
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world plav me z flip , & then Chriſt would laugh at me, & Gay 
w-ll-warcd.try again cre yerruſt. Now woe is me for my whore 
ich mother the Kirk of Scotland ; Oh who will bewaile her 1 
Now the preſence of the great Angel of the covenant be with 
you & that ſweet childe, 


Aberd. March. 7. Yours in by ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, $S. R. 


To the right honourable & Chriſtiak Lady , 
my Lady 


k EN MH UR LE 
MADAM. 


"on the offered opportunity of this worthy bearer, could 
LES omit ro anſwer the beads of your letter. 1.1 chink not 
much to ſet down in paper ſome good things anent Chriſt, thax 
Sealed & holy thing ; & ro feed my foul with raw wishes to be 
one with Chriſt; for a wish is bur broken & half-love; but veri-+ 
ly to obry this , come & ſee: Is 2 harder matrer. bur ob 1 have 
rather ſmoak then ines rather then reall aſſurances of 
him : I have lirtle ot nothing to fay , that I am as one who hatiy 
found favour inhis eyes ; bur there is ſome pineing & nuſman« 
nered hunger , that maketh me miſcall & mckname Chriſt, as 
2 changed Lord ; bur alace ir is ill flitren, 1 can nor belceve 
withour a pleige , I cannot rake Gods word without a Caution; 
as if Chriſt had loſt & fold his credit, & were oot in my 
books reſponiall & law. biding ; bur this is my way ; for his 
way is» Bb heſ 1:13. after that ve belerved, ye were ſealed, twith 
the holy ſpiric of promiſe.z.Y c write that I an filled with know= 
ledge, & ſtand nor'in need of theſe warnings : bur certainly 
my light is dim , when it com*th to handy=grips : & how ma+ 
ny have full coffers & yer empry bellies ? Light & che ſaving 
"ſc of light , are fare difterert, O What necd have 1 ro have 
C th: 
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e aghes blowen away from wy Dying-our fire! I may bea 
book-man , & br an Idiot & ſtark fool in Chrift's way : learn- 
Ing will not beg ale Chriſt : the pible b-guiled th Phariices , 
& lo may 1 be miſled : Therefore as vight wai ches hold one a- 
gorh r waking , by ſpeaking to 016 anoth-r , ſo have we need to 
hold ove another on foot: flcep ſteal th away the lizht of 
watching , eventhe light that reproveth fleeping. 1 doubt not 
bart azorc should ferch heaven . if they beleey<d not heaven to 
be at the next door ; the worlds negative holiacſs , no adulrer= 
ef, no murderer, no thief, no coutincr + makerth men belecyc 
they are alrcady glorified faints ; but the, 6, Chap. ro the, 
Heb: nay affright us all z wh<o we hear that men may take of 
the g frs > & common graces of the holy ſpirit, & a taſte of 
the pow rs of the life to come » to h:Il with them : here is repro- 
bare ailver , which yer feemcth ro have the Kings Image and 
ſup-r{cription npon it, 3+ 1 fiade you complaining of your (elf, 
& it becomerth ahnner fo ro do, 1 am not againſt you in thar, 
femſe of death is a fib friend , & of kin and blood to life ; the 
more {-ofc » the more life: themore ſcaſe of ip , the lelle fin, 1 
would love my pain , & ſoreneſs , & my wounds , howbcit theſe 
thould bercaue me of my oightsſleep , berter then my wounds 
withou: pain, O how ſweet a thing 1s it,cto give Chriſt his hand 
full ofbroken armes,% legs,& dizjointed bones! 4. Be not afraid 
for liccle grace, Chriſtſowerh his living ſeed , & he will not loGe 
his(ccd; if hc bave theguiding of my ſtock and tate it shall not 
miſcarry. Ou: ſpilt works, lofles , deadnels, coldnels , wretch- 
edneſs ; are the ground which the good husbaud-man labour 
etch. 5. Ye writ» that his compaſſions faile not , notwith- 
ſtanding that your ſervice ro Chriſt milcarrieth ; Torthe which 
I anfwcr. God forbid that there were buying and ſclhog, 
and blocking for as goo again , berwixt Chriſt and us 
for then free grace might goe play it, and. a Gaviour ling | 
dum? , and Chriſt go a'd llecp - but we go to heaven wick 
light chould:rs , and all the bairn-time . & the veilcls great & 
ſmall that we have , arc taſtned upon the ſure nail ,, T/a. 32:24, 
the on*-ly dangeris, that we = grace more ado then God 
giyeth it zthat is » by turging his grace into wantonacls, 6. Ye 
write 
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wiite b-w fee your gnilrineſe,, & ye canndr be free with many, 
a« with me: [| Anſwer: biefiedbe God, Chiit& we arc nor 
herd before mens courts $5 It is at home bertwixt him & us, 
that plcas are taken away. Grace be with you. 


Aber. Yours inhu ſweet Lord 
Feſus , S. KR. 


— 


” 
— 


To, the right honourable & Chriſtian Lady , my 
. L ady. 


= SN MU EA E 


M AD AM. 
Cm mercy & peace beto your La: God be thanked, 
ye are yer in po/lcflion of Chritt & thar ſwecer childe. 1 pray 
God,thc formet may be ſure heritage. &the latrer a loan for your 
comfort; while he do good rohis poot Þ.flifted, withered mount 
Son : & who kroweth but our Lord hath comforts laid up in 
ore for her & you ? 1 atm perſwad:d Chriſt hath bought you 
by the devil , & hell, & fin , that they hare no claime ro you; 
& that is a rich & unvaluable mercy, Long fince, ye were half 
thall-nging draths cold kindnels. in bring (o flow & (wicr 
ro come & loo 2 rited priſoner : bur ve (tant in need of all the 
crolies, loſſes , changes, & (id hearts that befI! you fince that 
time: Chrift knowath the body of fin unſubdlacd , will rake 
them all & more : we know that Paul had need of the devils fer- 
vice. to baffer him, & far more we. But my drar & honourable 
Lady ſpend your (md-glafſe well: 1 am fure ye have law to raiſe 
a ſuſper ion againſt all , that devils, mcn, friends , world , 
loſſes , het. or fin can decree againſt you: itts good your croſſes 
vill but coovey you ro heavens gates : Incan they not goes the 
gate shall be cloſed on them , when ye shall be a{mitred ro the 
throne. Time ftandeth not (hill , evernity is hard at our door, 
O wharis laid up for you ! Therefore harden vout face again(t 
the wind ; & the Lamb you: husbapd is makirg ready for you , 
C 323 the 
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the bridegroom would Fain have that day , as gladly as your 
Homnou would wish to have it ; he hath not forgorren you, I 
have heard a rumour of the Þ. elats purpoſe ro bavisb me; but ler 
it come , if God fo will, the othcr fide of the fra n my fathers 
roand as well 1x this fide; | owe bowine to God , but nofervil 
winv'to crofles ; I have been bur too ſoft in that : I am come 
forted-rhar 1 am perſwaded fully , that Chriſt is halfer with me in 
this well born & honeſt crete; & if he claime right to the 
beſt half of my troubles , / as I know hedoeth ro the whole; ) 1 
Sha#{ remir it over to Chriſt; what I shall do in this caſe : 1 
know certainly my Lord Jeſus will por marre nor ſpill nay ful- 
ferinp's » he bath uſe for them in his houſe. O what it workerh 
on me , to xemember that a ſtranger, who comerh not in by the 
door , +hall build bay & tublc vpon the golden fourdation [ 
la ! amor P [ that pre ple in A» wotl y Bat] know prov idencs 
lookerh not . (quint,but {ooketh Rraight out, & thorow all meng 
darkveſſe : © that 1 could wait vpon the Lord ! 1 had burpag 
eye, one joy , one delight , even ro preach Chriſt, & ay 
mothers ſons were angry at me, & have put out thepoor mavs 


one eve, & what have | behinde > 1 am lure this fowre warld 


Lath loſt my hcaredeferveldy-bur oh that there Wcre 2 dayes- man 
tolay hic hand Upon us both , & d:rermine upon my part of it, 
Alxce thar invocent % lovely truth should be fold | My tears 
arc littl- wo. rh , bur vi for this thing [ weep, I weep : alace 
that mv fair & lovely Lord Jcſus should be miskent in his owe 
houſe ? It reckoneth Incle of five hundred the like of me : Ya 
the water gorth not over faichs breath , y<r, our Kiag liyerh: 
I write the priſoners bleflings , the, good will , & loog laſting 
Kindneſle, with the comforts of the very God of peace beto 
your L a: & to your ſweet childe; Grace,jgrace be with you, 


Aberd. Sep. 7, Your bonours at all obedience , in by 
1637, ſweet Lord Feſusy $. KR. 
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To the 'much bonoured 


JOHN GORDON 
Of Cardonefs elder. 


M- h honoured & deareſt in my Lord, Graces mercy & 
"acc be ro you. My (foul loogeth exceedingly to tear 
how aatrers go berwixt you & Chriit; & whether or not 
there be any work of Chrilt 1a that parish » that will budc the 
eriall of fire &water:let me be weighed of my Lordin ajuſt bal- 
lance, if your ſouls lic not wei hry upon mc; you goto bee 5 
yeu riſe with me : thoughreof your ſoul { my deareſt in oyr 
Lord ) depart not from mein my fleep ; ye have a great part of 
my tears , lighs, ſupplications , & praycrs: O if I could buy your 
ſouls ſalvation wich any ſuffering whatſoever » & that ye & [ 
might meet with joy up 10 the Rain-bow , when we hall ſtang 
before our ju ige ! O my Lord forbid, 1 haveany hard thing to 
d-pon againſt you in that day / Othat he who quicknerh the dead 
would give life ro my ſowing among you ! What joy 1s there 
(next ro Chriſt ) that ſtanderth on this fide of death, would com= 
to:t me more, then that the ſouls of chat poor people were 1n 
laf-ry, & yond all hazard of |»fing?Sir,shew rhe people rhis; for 
when I writerto you ,I think , 1 write to you all,old and voung; 
ſaitill my joy & ſeck the Lord: Sure Iam once I diſcovered my: 
lovely i Royall, princely Lord Jeſus toyouall , wor, woe, 
woe »hall be your part of yt for evermore, if the Goſpel be nor 
the (avour of life unto life ro you ; as many ſermons as | preach» 
el, as many ſentences as I uttered , as many points of dit- 
tay thall rhry be > when rhe Lord hall plead with the world , 
for the evil of their doings. Belceveme, 1fhode heaven a eity 
har robe won : the rik':tcous will ſcarcely be ſaved; O what 
Violence of thionging will heaveo rake! Alace! 1 fee many 
deceiving chum (clves ; for we will all ro heaven , now every » 
foul dog wich his foul fer will in at the neereſts ro the new 
& cl-an Jeruſalem ; all ay thry bave faith, & thegreareſt part.” 
in the world know got & will aot cenlider , that 2 lip in the * 


& 5 matte 


1 
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warrter of the t ſalvation , is the moſt piriiull flip that can be ;, & 
tha no lofſc is comparable to this lofic. O then fee rhat there be 
not a loolc pt., in the work of your (al yation! for ye will nor be» 
leevc how quickly the judge will come® & for your (clf 1 kvow 
that death is waiting & hoveriong,& lingering at Gods command, 
that ye may b- prepared. Then ye had ne. dro ſtir your time, & ro 
take eternity, &dcath,rto your riper adviſ.uent ; a wrong (tcp or a 
wrong ſtor,un going our of chis ife,in one property 31s like thc tja 
againſt ch- holy Ghoſt, &can never be forgives, becaule ye cane 
nor comcback again thorow the laſt warer , ro mourn forit, I 
know your kounts are many, and will take telling, and laying, & 
zeckoning berwixt you and your Lord ; fit your counts, and 
order them ; loſe not the lift play z what ever ye dog for 1a 
that play with death , your precious foul is the prize : for the 
Lords ſakeſpill uot the play, & loſe apr ſuch arreaſur. Ye knows 
out of love 1 had to your foul, and our of defire | had ro 
make av honeſt count for you , 1 reſtified my difpl- aſurc and dil- 
likiog of your wayes very often , borh 1n privart & publike: 1 
am not now a witneſs of your doings z but your judge 1s alwayes 
aur witneſs, I beſeech you by the mercies of God , by the 
| vation of yoar ſoul . by vour comforts wh n you eyeltrings 
Shall break , & rhe face wax pale » & rhe (oul shallrremble co be 
out ofth lodging of clay , and by yonr compea aace b: fore 
your lawfull |udge, afterthe fight of this letter take a vew courſe 
with your waycs 5 and now in the cond of your day, 
make ſure of heaven : evamine your (elf, if ye be in 
2004 carneſt in Chrift; for ſome, Heb. 6: 4 ave partakers of the 
oly Ghoſt.errafte of the good word o G dF 0 the powers of the 
liſeto come: & yet have nopart in Chriſt at all, Many think 
chey b-lceve , bur never tremble: the devils are further on 
chen theſe. Fam. 2: 10, \iake fuge ro your felft that y- arc above 
ordinary profeſſors ; the fixth part of you: ſpan-length & hand, 
breadth of Aave« is ſcarcely bcto:re you: Haſte, haſte; for the 
tide will not bide. Pur Chriſt upon all your accaunts , & your 
ſeerers. Berrer it ++ that ye give ham your counts 40 this lite,ous 
of vo''r own hand , then that afrer this life , he take them from 
youLacycr kacy ſo well what fin was,as finge I came mad, 
v 


—-—=HcA i =<oz,+A=zz_uamz 
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howbeir 1 was preaching of it to you. Tofeel the ſmoke of 
bel 's fire, in the throat, for hatf an hour ; to ſtand brhide 
ze | ariver of fire & brimſtone, broader then the earth; and to 
»y | think to be bound hand & foot, & caſten in the midit of it quick 
id, | & then to have God locking the priſon door, neverto be openes 
to | forall eternity: © how willit shake a conſcience z that bath 
ra | any lifeinir + Ifiodeth: fiuits of my pains, to have Chriſt and 
lin that people once fairly met, now mcer my ſoul ia my ſad 
1s | ours » & I rejoycetharl gave fair warning of all the corcup- 
I tions » now entring in Chriſts houſe : and now many a ſweet » 
& | ſweer, ſoft kiſſe, many perfumed well ſmelled kifſes,S embrace- 
ad ments , have 1 received of my royall Maſtcr. He & I have had 
in Y muchloverogether: I have for thepreſent a lick, dwiniog lie » 
he with muchpain, & much loye-lickneſ, for Chriſt 2 O whar 
my | would give to have a bed made to my wearicd foul, in his bo. 
ro | fome! 1 would friſt heaven for many yeers » to have my fill of 
i | Jefus to thi; lif-, & to have occalion to offer Chriſt ro my 
l people: & ro wooe many people ro Chriſt. I cannot tell you wha 
on ſweet pain and dclighiſome tormerts are in Chiiſt, love! I 
he | often challenge time, that holdeth us fuodry. 1 profeſs ro 
gs you, I have no voſt 4 1 have no caſes, while 1 be over head & cars 
be in lov's-occan_ if Chriſts love , _ '0untom _ light )were 
re |} laidas open to me as | would wich , O how would 1d:tok, and 
ſe | drink abundantly ! O how drunken wouldthis my foul be ! I 
half call his abſence crucll, and the mask & vaile on Chriits face * 


in a cruell covering , that hideth fuch afair, fair face, from a 
be ſick ſoul. 1 dare not challenge himfclf, but his abſence is 2a 
" mountain of iron upon my heavie heart, O when will we 


iK meer? O how long is it to the dawning of che martage-day ? 
_ O ſweer Lord Jeſus rake wide ſteps * O my Lord come over 


_ mountains at one ſtride ? O my beloved flee like a roc, or you 

4. harr , upon the mountains off parition ? O if he wonld fold this 
ha heavens together live anold cloak, & shovi: tim- and dayes our 
_ ofthe way » & make ready in haſte rhelambs wife for her hu» 
_ band | Since he looked upon me » my heart 18 vot mincowns 
_ he hath runaway to heaven with it: 1 know it was not for nos 


thing , that Iſpake fo meckle good of Chriftroyou ip publike. . 
Ou 


 - 
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© ifthe heaven & the heaven af heavens were paper , & the fea 
inke , & the multitude of mountains pens of brafſe , & 1 were 
able ro write that paper, within and withour, full of the 
,Proiſes of my faireſt, my dearcit, my lovelieſt , av (weeteſt » my 
Mmatchlels, & my moſt marrowlefle & marvellous welbelo» 
ved! Woris me I cannot ſet him our to men & Aogels. O there 
are few congues to fing love=ſongs of his incompa: abl: excels 
lency ! what can I poor priſoner dotocxalt him?Or what courle 
Ean I take encling lofy , & lovely Lord Jeſus? 1am pur 
eo my wits end , how to get Ins name mad: great. Blefscd rhey 
who woul4 help mein this : how ſweer arc Chriſts back-paits ? 
©O what then 15 1n his face | Theſe that fre his face + how dow 
they ger their eye plucked off him again! Look upto him & 
Jovelitm , O loyc& live, It were life ro me 4 uf y would rcad 
this letter to that people, & if they a&id profit by it, O if 1 could 
cauſe them dic of love for leſus? 1 charge them by the (alyarion 
of rhcir (fouls , ro bang about Chriſts neck , & rake their fall of 
his love, & follow im , as 1 taught them ; part by no mcans 
with Chriſt ; holdf.ſt what ye have received : Keep the ruth 
once delivered; If ye or that people quite it 10 a1 cw , or 16 
an hoof, ye break your conſcienceintwain: & whorhen can 
mend it, & caft a knot on it? My deaicſtio the Lord hand 
faſt in Chriſt : Keep the faith : contend for Chriſt ; wredtic for 
him, & rake m —— for Gods favour, there is no COmpat ſoa 
berwixt theſe. O that my Lord would fulfill my joy » & keep 
the young bride to Chriſt that is at Amworb And now whocycr 
they be, that have returacd to the old yomit fince my de- 
pzrture. I bind: upontherr back, in my maſters name & authoe 
Tity » the long-laſhog weighty vengeance , and curie of 
God: in my Lords name 1 give them a doom of black, 
uomix:d , pure wrath , which my maſtcr shall ratific avd make 
d, whcn we ſtand rogether before him » except they time 
oufly repent , and rurn to the Lord. And I writcto thee, 
r mourning , and broken hearted bcleever , be who thou 
will, of the fice falvation : Chiiſts ſweet balme for thy 
wounds, O poor humble belecver ; Chriſts kiſſes for thy watery 
vheeks; Chuilts blood of argacmear for thy guilty ſoul ; Chriſty 
os "A , wil heavcs 
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hcaven for thy poor ſoul , though once hanizhed out of paradile: 
& my maſter shl] make good my word erclong, O tharpeo. 
le were wile ! O that people wr: wile! O that people would 
{picr out Chriſt » & never reſt while they tiade im! O how 
Shall my ſoul mourn in Icerert , if my nmioc yeer paincd head, & 
ſore breaſt , & pained Hick, and gricved heart, and privac 
& publike prayers to Gol , thall all be tor nothing among that 
poop. Did iny Lord Jelus ſend me but tojummond you bee 
fore your judge » & to lave your ſummonds at your houles ? 
Was 1 ſcent as a witnchs on«ly ro gacher vour dittaycs, O my God 
forbid : Olten did I tell you of a fan of Gods word rocome 
among, you, for the contewpt of it. Icold you often of wrath , 
wrath from the Lord , tocome upon Scotland ; and yetl bide 
by my Maſters word; it 1s quickly coming , defolation for 
Scotland , becaule of the quairell of a broken coverant, Now 
worthy Sir , now wy dear people, my joy, and my crown 
io the Lord , let him be your frar , ferk the Lord , & his fac», 
fave your fouls: Doves, ficero Chriſts windows : pray for 
mc, & praile for mc. : Th. bl-fling of my God , the prayers 
& ble(Gng of a poor priioacr » & your lawtull paſtor , be upon 
you, 


Aberd. Zune. 16. Your Laiwvfull & Loi r 


+» 


1637. Pajior , $ R. 


———_—_— 


To the right honourable & Chriſtian Lady , 
my Lady, 


0 Y D. 


MADAM. 


Race y mercy & peace beto you , from God our Father, 

& from our Loid Jrius Chritt, I cannot bur thank 

your Lat for your Letter char hath refresh<d my ſoul. 1 think 
PY (ell qmavy Vayes obliged xo your L4: tor your lovero my 
C 5 aiicted: 


42 Mr RuTHtenFookD's Fpilt, rs, 
aftiiGted brother ; vow embarked with me, in that ſame cauſe; 
his Lord bath been pleaſed to put him upon truths fide ; I hope 
your La: will b«friend him with your counſcll , and counte. 
nance , in that countrey , where he his a Nranger: & your La: 
needeerth not fear , but your kindneſs to his own shall be put up 
in Chriſts accounts. Now Madan , foryour La: caſe, I re- 
joyce exceedingly , thar the Father of lights hath mad» you ſee, 
that thereis a nick in Chriſtianity , which ye cont rd to be ar; 
& that is roquir the right eye , & the right hand, & ro keep the 
Son of God ; 1 hope your dclire 1s to make him your garland, & 
your cy< lookerth up the mount , whuch certainly is noth.ng bur 
the oew creature: frar not, Chnſt will not caſt warer upon 
your ſmoaking coal ; & then who clſe dare doe it , if he ſay nay? 
Be lorry at corruption & not ſecure , that companion = with 
you in your mothers womb , & was as carly friends with you, 


as the breath of life 4 & Chriſt will nor have it other wiſe + for 
he delighterh ro take np fallen bairos, & to mend broken brows; 
binding up of wounds, 1s his office ; Iſai. 61. Firſt , Iam plad 


Chriſt will get employment of his callingyin you;many a whole 
foul is in heaven , which was ſicker then ye are: He his content 
ye lay broken arms & legs on his knee , that he may (pelk them, 
2. Hiding of his face is wiſe love, his love is not ford . doting, 
& reafonleſs , to give 7our head no other pillow , while ye be 10 
at heavens gat. s.but to lic berwixt his breſts, & lean upon his bo- 
ſome: Nay, hisbairns muſt often have the froity cold tide of 
the hill , & ſer down bot their bare fect among thorns : His 
love hath eycs, & in the meantime is looking on. Our pride 
muſt have winter weather ro rotit, But 1 know Chriſt & ye 
shall not be heard : ye wil whiſper it over berwixt your (clves , 
& agree again , for the Anchor tow abiderh faſt within the 
vaile ; The end of it is in Chriſls ren fingers, who dare 
pull ifhe hold*I che Lord thyGod will bold thy righ t hand, (av ing 
fear notyT will "lp thee:1ſja.41: 5 23.jear not Jacob, The (ca fick 
paſſenger Shall come ro Land. Chriſt will be che fuſt that will 
rmcct you on the chore. I hope your La: will keep the Kings 
high-way ; goc on in the ſticoght of the Lord in haſte, as if ye 
had not lcilure to ſpeak 10 the Lane»keepers by the way : he is 

over, 
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ov. 4 voud timeinthe och - «1. of the water, who think. a 
long fo: you. For wv anfairhfulliclf, Madam,l mult lay a word, 
A: my 66ſt comp hither , the devil made many bluck lic of my 
Lord jefus »& laid , the court was changed & hc was angry, & 
wold give an evil ſervant his leave at mid-turme , bur he 
gave Megrace pot eo take my leave , I refolved to bide fume 
monds , & fit, howbuit it was lupgeſtcd & laid » what ihould 
be dowe ai: bh a withered tree , but or ihe dike with if Burt now, 
now , { I dare not , I dow not keepit up ) whois feafted as his 
poor Ex lcd priioncr ? [ think shaine of the board- head » & the 
firſt mcfle + & the rovall Kr g' din1 1g-ball ; & thar my black 
hand hould come on fuch a rulers table: bur I cannor mend ut; 
Chriſt wt have his 111 ; oncly he painerh my ſoul fo , fome= 
times with his love , that 1 have been nigh ropaſl- modeſty, & 
to cry out : he h thlefra fnoaking burmng coal in my hcart , 
& gone to the door humfelf., & 1 ft me & it rog.therz yer it is 
not deſertion : 4 know not whatit ts 3 bur I was vever folick 
for him as now. Idurſt not chall-vge iy Lord , if I gor no 
morefore heaveo , it 15 a dating crofl., Iknow he hath other 
thing to do, then to play with me & triole an apple with 
me, & that this f. aſt will end O for inftrumenrs in Gods name, 
that this is b* ! And that I may make uſe of it , when it ray be 
a neer Friend within me will ſay ! And when it will be faid by 2 
chillenging devil » where is my God? Since I know it will nor 
laſte , I detire but ro keep broken mear : bur let no man after 
me» fander Chiift for his crofſſe, The Great Lord ofthe Coe 
venant > who broaght from the dead , rhe great shepherd of 
his theep . by the blood of the eteroall covenant, eſtabiish you, 
& keep you & yours to his appearance. 


Aberd. March. 7. Yours in his ſweer Lord 
1637. Feſjus , Ss. R. 
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Te My 


ALEXANDER HENDERSONFYE* 

T 

My reverend & dear Brother. m 

Received your Letters : They are as apples of gold ro me of | 
for with my |weet feaſts ( & they are abou- the deſerving of 
fuch a fiancr , bigh & out of meaſure ) 1 havefadneſs to ballaſt 
me - & weight ine a little, It is bat his boundleſs wiſdom, 

who hath taken the tucouring of hi: witlefſe childe, & bel = 


knoweathy, to be drunken with comforts is not (afeſt for our 
ſtomackes, However it be, the dia & noiſe & glooms of 
Chriſt's crofſe are weightier then it ſelf. 1 proteſt to you, 
( my witaeſle is in heaven ) 1 could wich many pound weights 
added to my crofle , ro know that by ſufferings , Chriſt were 
ſer forward in his kiogly office in this Land. Oh whatis my 
skin to his glory z Or my loſſes , or my ſad hearts to the apple 


ofthe cye of our Lord, & his beloved ſpouſe , his precious truth, f Y* 
his royal privilcdg:s, the glory of manifeſted juſtice in giving IN | 
of his [ont a dash, the teſtimony of his faichfull ſervants, who ba 
doe glorific him , when he rideth jupon poor weak wormes & I ©* 
triumpherh in them ! I dare you co pray, that I may com- out he 
ofthis furnace with honeſty; &rhat I may leave Chriſts truth no Cl 
worſe then | found ic 3; & that this moſt honourable cauſe may of 
mcither be ſtained, nor weakned, As for your caſe, my Rewerend lig 


& Deareſt Brother, ye are the talking ofthe North & South 
& looked too , as if ye were all cryſtall glaile ; your ors & 
duſt should ſoon b.'proclaimed,&trumpers blown: at your (ps; 
Burt I know ye have laid help upon one that is mighty. Latcuſt 
not your comforts to nens airy & frothy applauſc , veith-r lay 
your down-caſtings onthe tongues of (alt mockers,& reproach» 
ers of godlincſs : Ar deceto.ys OF vet true, as unknown & vet 
Ri known. God hath called you to Chriſts fide , & the wind 
xs now in Chriſts face in this land 3; & t(ccing ye arc with kim 
ye cannot expect th -1-e-(14c , or the ſunny-lide of the braz: Bur 
I kaow ye have iclolyed to take Ehriſt upon any termes what» 
5 4 : loever 
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ſocver: Ihope ye doc not rue, though your cauſe be hared , g: 
thar prejudices are taken up agaialt it. The $shiclds of the world 
thuuk our Maſter cumberſome wares & that he makcth ros 
great din, & that his cords and yoks make blains & deep ſcores 
in theirneck ; chercfore they kick , they lay this man shall nog 
reigne over us. Let uspray one for another, He who hath 
made you a choſen arrow in his quiver , tide you in the hollow 
of his hand : 1 am. 


 Aderd March. 9. Yours in by ſweet Lord 


ys 1637, Feſusz» S. R. 
1X 


To the right honourable , my Lord. 


L oO W D O N. 


Y very ,uoble & bonourgble Lord, Grace y "mercy and 

peacc be to ar” [ make bold ro write tro your Lo: that 

you inay knouw the bopourable cauſe, ye arc graced to profeſile, 
1s Chriſts,own truck, Ye aremany ways bleiled of God, who 
hath taken, upon you , to come our tothe ſtrecrs , with Chriſt 
On 1 when (9 mary are achamed ofhim , & hide 
him ,( as Wu, were |) uuder their cloak, as if he were a flolen 
Chriſt, If chis faithleſsgeneration., ( & cſperially the Nobles 
of chis Kingdom , ) theaght not Chyilt dear wares, and Re- 
lipion expratve » hazardous, and dangerous , they wohld nor 
lip from is cauſe as they doc , .& ſtand looking on , with their 
hands folded, behiode their back , when lowns are running awzy 
with the fpoile of Siop og their back » & the boards. of the 
Son of Gods tabernacle. Law & Juſtice are to be hadto any, 
eſpecially for money & moyen ;z bur Chriſt ca ger” no laws 
ood cheap nordear, It were the glory and hotiour of you, 
who are the Nobles of this land , to plead for yout wronged 
bridegroom » and his oppreſſed Spouſe , as far as Zeal & ſtanding 
law will goe with you. Your ordinary logicke from the event 
( that is wil! doe nogood ) to the cauſe ( & therelore filence 


beſt 
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beſt, till the Lord pitt to his corn band ) 1s not ( with reverencd 
of your Lo: Learning ) worth a ſt:aw ; Events are God,, let 
us doc, & not plead againſt Gods Offic- z let him frat his own 
helme who moderarerh all events, It is not a good courſe rq 

ain; thar we cannot get a providence of 2old . when out 
lafineſs , cold zeal , remporizing , & faith! & fearfulneſs (pil. 
lerk gordprovidenee, Your Lo: willpardon me, 1 am not 
of that minde , that rumulrs or »rmes ts the way ropurt Chriſt 
en ns throne; orthat Chiift will beſerved & troth vindicated 
onely with the arwe of flish & blood : nay, Chriſt doth his 
run with Icfle din then with garments rolled in blood. Burt 
rwonold, rhe zeat of Gog were in the Nobles, rodoc their part 
for Chriſt : ,and I muſt be pardond to write to your Lo. this, 
I dow not ,*T dare vor but fprak ro orbers, what God bath 
done to the (oy! of his poor, afflifted, cxiled prifoner $3 His 
comfort is metre thev I cvcr bas before: he hath ſcalcd the 


honourable cauſe I now ſuffer for , & I shall not belceye that 
Chriſt will put bis Amen & ring upon an imagination : he(harh 
made-all his promiſes goed to me, and hath filled up the 


blanks with his own hand: 1 would potexchange wy bonds 
with the plaiſtered joy of this whole world. It Hath plea 
ed him to make 2 finner the like of mie}, an ordin Ls 
quetzer in his houſe of wine ,, with thar royalt Princes 
ly one Chriſt Jeſus, O "what weighing ! ' © whar t&- 
ling is in his Tove !- How (wet i oft he be , when! that black 
and Burdenſome tree, his own croffe , is fo perfumed wirh 
joy and gladneſ. ! O for help rolift him upby prailcs lor his 
royall throne ! 1 ek no more but that his name ray be fpread 
abroad in me, that meckle good may be ſpoken of Chiift on 
my behalf; this being dove ,"wy loffes', place , ſhperd, 
credit , calc, & Liberty , + hall alt be niade up r6 my full con- 
tentment » & joy of hearr, 1 wilt be confidert your ' Lo? 
Will goe oo 'in the ſticngth of the Lord', & krep Chrift & 
avouch him, that he way read your rame publikly before men 
& Angels. I wil carr: at your Lo: to rrhoit & encourage that 
Nobleman your Chi-f rodoethe ſame + bur 1 am woe, many 


of you finde a new wildom , which deferyerh not ſuch a name ; 
Ic 
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» were better that men shoull fee, that their wiſdom be holy 
& their holynefs wiſe : I muſt be bold ro defire your Lo ti Toe 
adde ro your former favours to me( for the which your Lot hath 
2 priſocers bleſſing, & prayers) this » that ye would be pleaſed to 
befriend ray brother, now ſuffering for the ame cauſe, For he is 
todwell nigh your Lo: Bounds. your Lo: word & countenance 
may help kim. Thus recommending yout Lo: to the ſaving 
grace & tender mercy of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, I reft, 


Ahberd. March. 9, Your Lo : obliged Servant in 
1627. chriſt , S. R. 


To M,. 
WILLIAM DALGLISH, 


Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Reverend & Dear Brother 1 


Race, mercy & peace be royou, Iam well, my Lord 
jeſus is Kinder to me then ever he was » it pleaſerh himro 

dine & ſap with his afflitced priſoner ; a King tcaſterh me, & 
his ſpiknard caſteth a ſweer ſmell. Pur Chriſtdoverotherrnall, 
& put uponit burdens, & then it will appear love waderd: we 
employ not his love, & therefore we know it not. I vaily count 
more of the ſufferings of my Lord , then of this worlds luſtred & 
overguilded glory- 1 dare not ſay but my Lord Jcfus hath fully 
recompenſed my ſadneſs z with his joycs : my loſſes, with his 
own preſence. I finde it a ſweer & rich thing ro exchange 
my ſorrows with Chriſts joycs , my affiiCctions with that (wcer 
peace I have with him ſelf. Brother, this is bis own truch | now 
ſufter for ; he hath fealed my ſufferings with his own comforts, 
& I know he will nor pur his ſcal upon blank paper ; his ſeals are 
not dumb, nor deluſive,to coohrm imaginations & lyes, Goe on 
my dear Brother io the ſtrength of the Lord » not fearing mas 
that is a worm » qt the ſon of man that will dic. Providence hath 
| | ____ @ thoun 
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a thouſand keys to open a thouſand ſundry doors , for the dehi« 
vyerance of hisown,, when it is even come to a conclamation ef}, 
Ler us be fairhfull & care for our own pare , which is to do & 
ſafferfor him,& lay Chriſts part on himſelf. & leave it there: du- 
tics are ours » events arc the Lord's, Wh-n our faith goth to 
medle with events , &to hold a court { if 1 may ſofpeak ) upon 
Gods providence, & b-ginerh to ſay; how wile Thou doe th, & 
that f Weloſe ground : We have nothing ro doe there; it is our 
part to let the Almighty exerce his own office, & ſtir hisown 
Ltd is nothing left to us , bur to fer how we may be ap= 
proved of him»& how we may roll the weight of 2ur weak fouls 
(in weldoingYupon him, who is God Omnipotent: & when,what 
wethus eſſay , miſcarrierh , it shall neither be our fin nor croſs: 
Brother , remember the Lord's wordto Petey , Simon , loveft 
thou met | Feed my ſheep: no greater teſtimony of our love 
to Chiiſt can be, then 'ro feed painfully and fairhfully bis 
lambs, 1am in no better neighborhood with the Miniſters 
here then before, they cannot endure that any ſpeak of me , or 
ro me: Thus Tam in the mean time filent, (which is my great- 
eſt gricf.) Dy Barron hath often diſpured with me , eſpeciale 
ly abour Arminim- controverfies , and for the Ceremonies: 
three yokings laid bim by; & I have not been troubled with 
him fince : now he hath appointed a diſpure b-fore witneſſes; 1 
eruſt Chriſt & truth «hall doc for themſelves, I hope Brother 
ye will help my people , & writero me whar ye hear the Bishop 
is todocrothem > Grace be with you. 


Aberd, Your Brother in bonds, S. K 


To M 


F 


HUGH M KALLL; 
Mymmifter of the Goſpel, 


Reverend & Dear Brother. 
I blefs you for your Lert-r: He is come down as rain vpon the 
mowen graſlc , hc hath ceyived my withered root , & he is 
as 


\ 


8. 


ry 
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as the dew of herbs, I am moſt cure in this priſon ? fal yation 
is for walls in it, and what think yeof theſe walls? -he maketh 
the dry plazt to bud as the lilie , and to bloſſome as Lebanon : 
the great hus band I cometh down upon the plants 
of rightouſnels ; who may ſay this, ( my dear Brother) if I , his 
oor exiled ſtranger & priſoner , may not ſay it? Howbeir 
all the world should be filent , I cannot hold my peace, O 
how many black counts hath Chriſt and I rounded over 
together, in the houſe: of my pilgrimage ? and how far 
a portion hath he given to a hungry foul ? I had rather 
have Chriſts four-houers, then have dinner and Supper bork 
in one from any other; his dealing, and the way of his 
:udgemenrs paſle finding out, No preaching, no book, 
ne learning could pive me that , which 1 bchooved ro 
come and get in this Town, But what of all this, if I 
were not miſted, confounded, and aſtoniched how to be 
thaokfull, and how to get him praiſed for evermore * And 
which is more, he hath been pleaſed to pain me with his love, 
and my pain groweth through want of reall poſſeſsion. Some 
have written ro ney that 1 am poſsibly too joyfull of the 
croſs , but my joy over-lcapeth the Croſs, iris bounded and 
terminat upon Chriſt. I know the ſun will over-cloud & eclipſe, 
and I shall again beput to walkin the shaddow z bur Chriſt 
muſt be welcome to come and goe as he thinketh meer ; yer he 
would be more welcome to me , I trow , tocomether go; & 
I hope, hepitieth and pardonth me, in caſting apples ro mey ar 
ſuch a fainting time as this: holy and bleſſed is his name. Ic 
was not my flattering of Chriſt , that drew a kiſs from his 
mouth ; but he would ſend me as a pic in to this wilderneeſs 
of ſuffering y to ſee the land , and to try the foord; and 
I cannot make a lye of Chriſts croſs z Ican report nothing bur 
good both ofhim , & ir , leſt others should faint. 1 hope,when 
a Change cometh , to caſt anchor ar midnight upou the rock » 
( which he hath raught me to koaw inthis day light) whither [ 
may run » when muſt ſay my le{son without book , & belceve 
inthe dark, I am ſure it 1s fin ro tatrow of Clrifts good meat , 
&not to cat whea he (faitbycas O welbelovedy Dn 
D J 
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If he bear me on h« back , or carry me in bis armes over this wa- 
ter , I hope for grace to fer dow n both my f.ct on dry ground , 
when the way is berter : bur this is f{1-ppery ground , my Lord 
thought g00d 1 hould go by an bold, & lean on my welve. 
loved *s shoulder : it is good ro br ever taking from him. 1 
defire be may ger the fruit of praiſes for diring , and thus 
dandling me upon his knee: & I may give my bend ofthank. 
fulneſs, fo bring I have Chriſt's back- bond again for mv rclick, 
that I shall be ſirengthned by bis powerfull grace, to pay my 
vowes tohim. Purcruly I finde we have the advantave of the 
brae upon our enemies : we are more then conquerours 1 hrough 
bim who hath loved us ; & they know not wherein our ſtrength 
licth. Pray for me Qrace be with vou. 


«Aberd. Your Brother in Chriſt, $S, R. 


£ To my Lady Boyd. 
M AD A M. 


Race, mercy & peace b: anto you: the Lord hath brought 

nero Abrrd; where 1 fee Gol infew., This rown hath been 
advilcd upon of ; urp"Y for me; Ir contiſtcth cather of | apiſts, 
or men of Gallio's na 1hiy futh , it is counted wiſdom in the 
moſt, not ro countrnanrce a conhn: d Miniſtcr but 1 finde Chrift 
neitber ſtrange no! gokind ; fore | have found many faces (mile 
upon me face 1 came hither, 1 an hecavica! dad, conlidering 
what is betwixe the Lord & mv foul, which none fecth bur 
he. 1 hone wn have miſtaken re, it would beno art { as 
I now fre | to fp1n (mall, & mak- hypocritie ſer m a goodly 
web, & to go through the mercar as a ſaint among men , & 
yet ſteal quict]y tohell , withour obſervation 2 Socalicts it to 
decave men. I havedifputed , whether or nol ever knew any 
thing of Chriſtianirysfav< the lerrcrs of that name : Men fee but 
as men , & they call ren rventy 2'& rwenry an hundred, 
bur. O ! ro be approved of God inthe heart » & in ſincerity, 18 
not an ordinary mercy : my neglefs while I had a pulpit, & 
other things where of Iam ashamed to ſprak , mect mc gow» 


ls 
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ſo, as Gol waketh an honeſt croſs, mydaily forrowz and for 
fear of (ca1dal & Rumbling , I muſt hide chis day of the law's 
pleading: | know not, if this court kept withiu my foul be fence 
ed in Ch-ift's name, If certainty of falvation were to be boughrg 
God knowerth , if 1 had ecn earths , I would not prig with Gods 
like 2 fool. 1 belecved, under ſuffering for Chriſt, chat I iy (elf 
Should keep rhe key of Chrift's ereaſures , & rake out comforts, 
when 1 lifted , & cat, & be fart: Butl (ce now , a ſufferer for 
Chriſt will be made to know himſelf, & will be holden at 
thedoor yas well as another poor finner; & will be fainrocar 
with the bairns, & to take the by-board, and glad ſo: my 
blefling on the crols of Chriſt, that hath made me feerhis. Oh if 
we could rake pains for the Kingdom of heavenbur we fit down 
upon ſome ordinary markes ofGod's children,thiaking we have 
as much as will (eperat us from a Reprobar , & thereupon we 
tak the play , & cry Holy=day : & thus the devil caſterh water 
on our fire, & blunrcrh our zeal & care: bur I fee heaven 15 not 
at the next door: &1 {ce,howbcir my challenges be many»I ſuffer 
for Chriſt , & dare hazard my ſalvation upon it ; for ſoine times 
my Lord cometh with a fair hour » & O but his love be fwcer, 
delightfull, & comfortable ! Half a kiſs is ſweet; but owr doting 
love will not be content ofa right ro Chriſt , unlets we ger pol- 
ſeflion;like the man who will not be coatent of 11g hits to bought 
land , except he ger allo the ridges & acers laid upon his back, 
to Carry home with him. However it be z Chrift is wile ; & 
we are fools to be browden &% fond of a pawne in the loot 
of our hand : living on truſt by faith may well content us. Ma- 
dam, I know your La: knoweth this , & that made me boldro 
writcofit , that others might re-p ſomewhat by my bonds for 
the truth ; for { thould defire, & | aime at this, to hive my 
Lord well ſpoken of & honoured , howbeit he should make 
nothing of me, but a bridge over a water, Thus recommendin 
your La: your fon, & children to his grace , who hat 
honoured you with a name & room among the living in Fee 
ruſalem, & wishing Gracc to be with vour La: I rcft. 
Aberd. Your La: in by ſweeteſt Lord 
Feſus z S. KR. 
D 2 To 
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ToMr. DAVID DICKSON, 


Reverend & Dear Brother. 

Race, mercy and peace by untoyou. I findegreat men, 
ſpecially old friends , skar to ſpeak for me; but my kiogly 

& Royali Maſter biddeth me try bis moyen to the utrermoſt , & 
I sball finde a friend at hand : I ſtill depend on him 3 his court 
is as before; rhe priſoner is welcome to him z the black crab- 
bed tree of my Lord's croſs hath made Chriſt & my ſoul very 
entire; he is my ſong in the night, I am often laid in 
the duſt with challenges and apprehenfipns of his angers 
and then if a mountain of iron were laid upon me, 1 can- 
not be heavier: and with much iwreſtling 1 win in to the 
Kings houſe of wine, and for the molt part my life is 
joy » ard fuch joy throngh his comforts , as I have been 
afraid ro shame my felf, and to cry out, forl can ſcarce 
bear what I get ; Chriſt hiveth me a meaſure heaped 
up 3 prefled down y and running over: and beleeve it, his 
love paineth me more then priſon and banishment, 1 cannot 
pe a gate of Chriſt's love: had I known what he was 
ceping for me, I would never have been fo faint-hearted. 
In my heavieſt times when all is loſt , the memor of his 
lore maketh me think Chriſt's gloomes are but for he fashi- 
on I ſeek no more bur a vent tomy wine: I. am ſmother- 
ed and ready to burſt for want of a vent, Think oor 
much of perſecution : itis before you 3 bur ir is not as men 
conceive ofir : my ſuggared=crols forceth me to ſay this to 
you, j* chall have wailed meat y the fick bairn is often 
times the fpilt bairn: ye shall command all the houſe. I 
hope ye help a tired priſoner to pray and praiſe : had 
I but the annucll of annucll ro give to my Lord Jeſus » it 
Should caſe my pain 3; but Alace I have nothing to pays 
he will get nothing of poor me; but I am woe I have 
not roem enough in my heart for ſuch a ſtranger. I am 
pot caſt down to goe further North , I have good cauſe 
to work for my Maſter ; for I am wel paid before the 
hand , I am not bchinde » howbcit I should por ger one 
| ſmile 
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ſmile more , till my feet be up within the Kings dincing- 
hall. 1 have gone —_ yours upon the Covenant : it hath 
edified my ſoul , & refreshed an hungry man : I judge ir sharp, 
ſweet , quick , and profound : rake me at my word, 1 fear 
itrgerno lodging in Scotland. The Brethren of Ireland write 
not to me ; chide with them for that » I am ſure that I may give 
you and them a commiſcion ( and I will bide by it ) that you 
tell my beloved, I am ick of love. I hope in God to leave ſorae of 
my ruſt and ſuperfluires in Aberd : I cannot get an houſe in this 
town , wherein to leave drinkefilyer in my Maſter's name » ſave 
one onely:there is no (ale for Chriſt inthe North; he is like to lic 
long on my hand ere any accept him. Grace bewith you. 


Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, .S.R. 


To M'. MATHEW MOWAT. 


Everend & dear brother , 1 ama very far misftakes man? 
Riromers knew how poor my ſtock were , they would not 
think upon thelike of me y but with compaſcion; for I am as 
one kepr under a ſtrit Turtour:I would have more then my Tu- 
tour allowerh upon me,bur it is good that abairns wit isnot the 
rule which regulaterh my Lord Jeſus:ler him give what hewill , 
it sball ay beabove merit , & my ability to gaintherewith. I 
would not wish a better ſtock ( while > Ahn, my ſtock) then 
co live upon credit at Chriſts hands,daily borrowing: ſurely run- 
ning over love; that vaſt,hudge, boundlefſe love of Chriſt (that 
there is telling in for Man and Angel) isthe onely thing I fain- 
eſt would be in hands with : He knoweth 1 have little bur the 
love of that loye , & that I shall be happy , ſuppoſe I never ger 
another heaven , bur onely an erernall laſting Fen of that loves 
but ſuppole my wishes were poor , he is not poor: Chriſt all the 
(caſons of the yecris dropping ſweerneſle : if | had veſſels 1 mighr 

hill chem , bur my old riven holly, and running out dish , eyen 
when 1 am at the wel, can bring little away : Nothing 
bur Glory will make tight and faſt our lecking and rifty 
vellels, Alacel1 bavc skailcd more of Chriſts Sraces love, faith, 


D1 bumi- 
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bumility, and godly forrow , then I have brought with me. 
How little of the {-2 can a childe carry in his hand, as littl. dow 
I take away of my great ſea » my boundle'le & Runing-over- 
Chriſt Jeſus. I bavenort Iighted upon the right gare of puting 
Chriitio the banke , & making my (-It i1ch with trn; my 
miſguiding & childi.h cr ffcking , with that matchlette pearl, 
That heav-n 's jewell the jewell of the fathers delight; , hath 
pur me to a great lv Te. O that hc would cake a loan of me, 
& my ſtock, & pur his name 10 all »y bouds, & f:rve him 
ſelf their ro the p»>0r mean portion, | have » & be countable for 
theraleot himiclf! Gladly would I put Chriſt in my room, 
to guide all  & ler mc be buralrvamto run crrands , & do 
by his dir. tion , let ine be his mecrdited heir, Lord Tefus, 
work upon my minoriry , & let him win a pupil*s Uleſſing, 
Oh how would 1 rejoyce to have this work of my {alvation 
legally faſtned upon Chiiſt / A back-bond of my Lord Jrſus 
that it +hould be forthcoming to the Orphan,should br my hap- 
pineſſc:4 g<ndency on Chriſt, were my lureſt way: if Chriſt were 
my bottom: I were lure enough.l thought guiding of Frace hd 
been no art ; 1 thoughr it would come of will ; bur | would (pill 
my own hcaven yero1f | had not bu. dened Chriſt with AZ: I but 
lend my bare name to the ſweet covenant: Chriſt b. hind: & be» 
fore , & on either fide » makerh all Care : God will cor take an 
Arminian-cautioncr Freewilly a weather cock,tarmiog at a (cr- 
pents tongue » a Tutor that couped out father Adam unto us, 
& brought down the houſe , & fold che Land 2 & ſent the fither, 
& mother, & all che bairns throuth the earth.to beg their bread; 
narure in the: Goſpel hath cracked credit, O 1 Weilto my POO 
foul for ev:-r nore , that my Lard called grace to the councel 
& pur Chriſt Jeſus with free werns , & the blond of Sod fore 
moſt wo the chaſe, ro draw Gian rs afro: a ranfomer., O whs 
a ſweet block was it , by way of buying & lelling, to give and 
tell down a ranſome f »r grace, & glory to Uyvyours ? O) would 
romy Lord Icould cauCl paper & ink ſpeak the worth , & 
excelleey ,the high, & lou praiics of a Broth-r-ranſomer ! © 
the Ranſomer needs not my report ; bur ob if he would rake it, 
& make uſcofic ! I should behappy , if 1 bad an errand to the 


vor! 
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world, but for ſome few yeers,to (pread proclamations&out-c1ys, 
&love- lettersgot the tighnes(the highnues for evermore tic glow 
ry(the 1 lory tor cvera.orc yo! th. Kanfomacr, v but cloaths were 


wet, & dicdin blood ; howbuar that after | had doue that 1 my 


ſou! & boly should gor back tothe mother Noting , that their 
C:icator brought them once out from X as frou thu beginning, 
but why Should 1 pine away ,& payne my 1. It with «41-hi$,% not 
beleeve rathcr . that Chilt wil hire ſuch an our-catt as lam , 4 
maſtcrlei'e-body - put outof the houſe by the (ons of my mo- 
ther z & give mc cinpluyment and a calling z» One way or other, 
to out Chrt-t,and his wares x0 Countrey buyers,& propoſe Chrilt 
unto,& pre flc im upon foine poor fouls , that fainci then thar 
life wonld receive im? You complain heavily, of your 
hort coming in practice, and v<oturiag or luffciiug for Chriſt; 
you have m ny marrowes. Forthe firit, I would vor pur you 
oft (coſe of wrerteheducdles, hold on , Chiiſt never yet flew a lighs 
ing, groaning childez; more of that would make you won 
goods , and a aneet prey for Chit, Alace I have too litrle of it ! 
For venturing on ſuffering; I had not ſo much free gier, when [ 
came to Chriits camp » as to buyaſwor4, a wonder that Chriſt 
shoull not Lwgh at (uch a fouldier; 1 am noberrer yet g but 
futh liverh & (pendeth upon our Captains —_ who is able 
to pay for all; we accd not pitic hing he is rich caough, Ye 
delire me alſo not to miſtake Chiiſt under a mask , I victle yous 
& thauk God tor it ; but alace masked or barce-faccd 3 kiliog 
or gloomung 1 miltake him ! yea 1 miſtake hi furtheſt whes 
the mask 1s off ; for then I play me with his ſweerne(s; 1 am like 
a childe that hich a golden book, that playcrh mor: with the rib» 
bens , .nd the guilding , & the picture 10 the fiiſt page ; rhen 
readerth the corents ofur, Cartatoly , if my detires ro my wel 
beloved were fulfilled « 1 could provore Aivels, and croll:s, 
& tho world, & troterions to the ficids & bur oh 1 y poor weaks 
neis makes my ys lie bhinde the buskh and hide me » Remember 
my lervice and my bleiting ro my Lurd ; lam mindtull of bam 
as | amable: detirc him from a prifo1er , ro come & vitite my 
good maſter , & feel bur the finell of bus love 3 ir (ers bim welt, 
howpcu he be yoang , to make Chriſt bus garlandy I could wor 
D 4 with 
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wish him lin a better caſe , then in afever of love. fickneſs for 
Frey : Remomber my bonds | The Lord Feſus be with your 

rit. 


Aberd. 1637. 


Yours mw hi; ſweet Lord 
Feſusz $. R. 


To WILLIAM HALLIDAY, 


Loving friend, 
Received your letter : I with ye take pains for ſalvation * 
miſtaken grace , & ſomewhat likc converlion , which is not 

converſion , is the fadeſt and moſt dolefull thing in the 
world ; make ſure of falyation , & Lay the foundation ſure, for 
many are beguilcd : Pur a low price upon world's clay , put 4 
high price upon Chriſt : rempcarions will come, but if chey 
be not made welcome by you ye have the beſt of it; be jealous 
over your ſelf, & your own heart , & keep touches with God: 
let him not have a faint & fecble fouldier of you: fear not 
ro back Chriſt, for he will conquer & overcome: let no man 
skar at Chriſt, for I have no quarrels at his crofſe. He and 
his crolſe are two good gueſts, & worth the lodging : men 
would fain have Chriſt good cheap , butthe mercat will not 
come down ; acquaint your ſelf with prayer ; make Chriſt 
your captain and your armour ; make conſcience of finning 
then no eye ſerth you, Grace be with you, 

Aberd, Yours in Ch: Feſus. S, 


—_—_— 


To 4 Gentle FVoman, after the Death 
of her busband. 


Ear & loving ſiſter, 1 know ye are minding your ſweet 
Fcountreys & not taking your Innes [the place of your þa- 
pishmcns)for your bome;this life is not worthy to be / thatch 
EW 2 of your Leal Jelus hioperadife, that hedid foee: 
_ 
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for to you , & that he keeperh for you: & filly , & ſand» 
bliade were our hope if it could not look over the water to our 
beſt heritage z and if it ſtayed only at home about thedoors 
of our clay - houſe, I marvel not , my dear faſter , that ye 
complain , that ye come $hort of your old wreſtlings you bad 
for a bletsing ; and that now you hadec it not ſo ; bairns 
are but hiccd ro leara their leflon when they firſt goc to 
ſchool; and it is enough that theſe who run a race ſee the gold 
oncly at the flarting place; and polibly they fee lirtle more 
of it, or nothing at all, till they win totherink s-cpd , and get 
the gold in the loof of their hand. Our Lord maketh dc- 
licates and dainties of his ſweet preſence and love viſits to 
his own , but Chriſts love under a vaile is love: if ye get 
Chriſt > howbcir not the ſweet and pleaſant way you would 
have him, it is enough ; tor the welebcloved cometh not 
our way , he muſt waile his own gate himſelf, For worldly 
things , ſecing they are medows and fair flowers in your way 
to heaven , a {mell inthe by -going is lufficient: he that would 
reckon and tell all rhe ſtones 1n bis way, in a journey of three 
or four hundred miles , and write upin his count book all the 
herbs , and Rowers growing in his way , might come $hort of 
his journey: you connot ſtay in your inch of time to loſe 
your day ({ccing you are in baſte, andthe night and your af 
rer - ne0n Wil not bide you ) in ſetting your heart on this 
yain world; it were your wiſdom to read your count book , & 
to have in readineſs your bulincſle a all che time you come 
to deaths water»fide. I know your odging is taken': your 
forerunner Chriſt hath oot forgocrer that ; & therefore you 
maſt ſer your ſclf ro one thing, which ye cannot well want. 
In that our Lord tooK your husbandto himſelf, I know it was 
thar he might make room for himſelf; he curterh off your 
love tothe creature y thar ye might learn that God onely is the 
right owner of your love, ſorrow, lofle , ſadneſle , death, or rhe 
worſt things that are » except fin: bur Chriſt knowerh well 
what to make of them , & can puthis own inthe crofſes com« 
mon , that weshal! be obliged roaffliction, & thank God who 
learned us ro make our acquaincannce with ſuch a rough 
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companion , who can hale us ro Chriſt ; vou muſt learo ro mike 
evils your great good , & ro ſpin our comforts , Peace , Joy, 
communion with Chri't , out of your troubls that arc Chiſh 
wooers (cnt ro ipeak for you ro himſrif, It isealicto g tgo0d 
words,& a comftortable m Wage from our Lord, even from | 
rough ſerjeants,as diverſe temprarions T hanks toGod to: cro 
ſecs. When we count & reckon Our lofi gant ekinv God, we hn 
godlineſs is great gain Great partners of a $Shipt. Il of gold, 
are'glad to fee the ship come to the harbour : ſurcly we 
and our Lord Jeus together » have a $hipfull of gold 
coming home » #nd our gold is 1n thar Ship. Someare {Oo 10 
love ( or raher to luſt ) with this Lif-s that they (ll their 
art of thesh P, for a lictle thi g: I would counſel you to 
_ hope, bur {-i] it not , & give not away Your croflea 
for nothing ; the 1nlide of Ch1ſts crolle is white and joytull, 
& the far en4 of the black crofle is a fair & glorious heaven 
of caſe: & 1 cing Chriſt hath faſtned hcaven tro the far ond 
of the croflc , & he will oor looſe thy knot hinfelf ,, & none cf 
can (for whcn Chriſt caſt-tha kaor , all che worl4 cannot look 
it) ler us then count it rxceediog joy » when we fall imtodiverſc 
temprations. Thus recommending you tothe tender mercy » 
& graceof our Lord, I icſt, 


«Aberd. Your L oving Rrather, S.R. 


_— —  — 


To JOHN GORDON 
Of Cardoneſs Tounger. 


Honoured & Dear Brother. 
Wrote of late tro you : multitudes of betters burden me now. 
| am refreshed with vour letter + 1exbort you 1n the bowel: 
ef Chriſt, ſit to work for your toul, & let rhefe brar weight 
with you , & ponder them feriouily, 1. Weeping % gn hto? 
of teeth in utter-darkneſs, or heaven's joy, 2 1 hink what yt 
would give for an hour when ye $hall he like dead , cold, 


blackoed clay, 3. There is fandio your glals yet » & your ſus 
16 
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isnot gone down, 4+ Conlid- 7 « hat joy & peace is in Chriſts 
Cevice, P Think what ad \ 4:7 ma IT will ocro have Angels, 
che worlds life, & death , croil.s , yea & devils all tor you » Je 


7 50d 

(ach the Kings ferjcants N | ryantigto go your aulineſſe, 6. To have 
bs - & mercy 0a your (ced , & a bleſing on your houſe. 7. Tohave 
6 = erac honour, & a name on carth, that caſts a ſweet (ſmell, 


8 How ve will rcjoice wh-n Chriſt layech down your head 
under his chinve + & berwix his brefts , & dry: th your face , & 


we 
=_y welcomcerth you ro glory & ha pp1:2 4, ? 9. I may, vine » what pain 
Aa & rorrure 1s a vuilty couſcicace? What ſlavery tocarry the 
hes Devils unhoncſt loads ? 10. Sts joy + are but night dreames , 
= thoughts, vapours, imaginations & +hadowes, 1t, Whar 
lo dic nity it is to be a ſon of God ? 12, Dominion & maſtery over 
fall, tentations s over the world, & fin, 23. That your enemies 
—_—_ Should bethe raile, & you the head. For your bairns now at 
their reſt » I (pexk to vou & vou; wife ( & cauſe her read this. } 
-nd 
IG 1, lama wvitacl of Barbara's ot. wy in heaven. 2. Forrheref, 
of I writ-1t under my hand , there arc day: coming on Scotland , 
-&8 wh o barren wombs & dry bre{ts, & childleſs parenty , shall 
_ b: pronounced blefſed : rh-y are then in the lee of che barbour 
, ere thr torm come on, 3- They arenotloſtro you »*that are 
laid up 11 Chritts treaſury 1n heaven. 4. Arthe Reſurrection 
ye chall met with them,chere they arc lent beforcy but nor ſent 
— way, Your Lord loveth you, who is homely rorake & 
give, Wt. & lend. 6. Let not bairns be your Idols, for 
God will bc jc louſe, & take away the Idol, becauſe he is 
g1cedy of your luve wholly. 1 bick. you, your wite & chul- 
drea., Grace for evermore be with you. 
Aber1. 4 Your Loving Paſtor , S_R. 
w, em —— 
if 
ht To ] O N GORDON, 
07 
£ Of Cardoneſ; elder, 
Cy 
49 H Nnourable N PIP in the Lord. Your Letter hath tre- 


treched my foul, My joy is fulfilled, if Chriſt and {. 
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be faſt rogether : yeare my joy & my crown ; ye know 1 have 
recommended his bo toyou. 1 defie the world , Satan, & fin, 
Hrs love hath neither brim nor botromein it. My dearcit 1n 
Chriſt, I write my ſouls 4cfire ro you , heaven is not at the next 
door: I finde Chriſtianity an hard rask: ſer ro it in your evening: 
we would all keep both Chriſt & our right eve, our right hand & 
foot ;” but it will not be with us. I beſcech you , by the mercies 
of God,and your compearance before Chriſtzlook Chiiſts count 
book and your own together , & collation them : give thereme 
nant of your rime to your ſoul : this great Idol-god, the world, 
will be lying in white ashes, in the day of your compearance; & 
why should night-dreames , & day-shaddowes & water-froth, & 
Mayeflowers ruo away with your heart: when we win to the 
waterefide , & black deaths river brinke , & pur our foot inthe 
boat , we ball laugh ar our folly, Sir, I recommend you unto 
the thoughts of death , & how ye would wish your ſoul ro be, 
when ye $hall lic cold, blew , ill-ſmclliog clay. For any hircling 
co be intruded, I, being the Kings priſoner,can not lay much, bur 
as Gods miniſter 1 defire youto read, AR.z:n5,16.tothe endat& 
«AR, 6: 2.3425. & ye hall finde z God's people should have a 
yoicein chufting Church-rulers & teachers. I hall be ſorry, 
if willingly ye shall give way to his unlawful intruſion upon 


my labours: The onely wiſe God dire& you. God's Grace be 
with you. 


»Aberd, Your loving Paſ- 
ſtor "= x 


To EARLESTOUN YOUNGER, 


Much honoured & welbeloved in the Lord. 


Race, mercy & peace be to you, Your letters givea 
dashto my lazinels in writing : 1 muſt ficſt cell you » there 


is Bot luch a glaffic , Icy » & ſlippery picgc of way , berwixt you 
| & 
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and heaven as Yourh 2 I have experience to ſay with me herey 
and (cal what 1 affert ; the old ashes of the fins of my youth, 
are new fire of forrow to me ; 1 have ſeen the Devil, as ir 
were » dead & buried , & yer riſc again » & be a worle Devil then 
ever he was; Thercfore , my Brother , beware of a green 
young Devil , that hath neyer been buried: the Devil 1n, his 
flowers / I mean, the hor ficry luſtsj8& paſsions of yourh) 
is much to be feared : better yoke with an old gray-haircd , 
withered , dry Devil ; For in youth be findeth dry ſticks , & 
dry coals, & an hot heart-ftone, and how ſoon can he 
with his flint caſt fire , and with his bellows blow it up, 
and fire che houſe : fanCtified thoughts , rhoughts made cons» 
ſcience of, and called-in , and kept in aw, are green fewel 
that burn not,& area water for Satans coal. Yer I muſt tell you, 
the whole ſaints now triumphant in heaven and ſtanding 
before the throne , are nothing but Chriſts forlorn and beg. 
gerly Dyvours: What are . Jn bur a pack of redeemed p 

ners ? Bur their redemption is not onely paſt the ſeals» bur 
compleated ; and yours is on the wheels , and in doing : Al» 
C hriſts good bairns go to heaven with a broken brow z and 
with a crooked leg, Chriſt hathan advantage of you, and 
| pray you let him have it z he hall finde employment for 
his calling ,'in you : [f it werenot with you as you write ys grace 
Should findeno fale nor mercat in you z bur ye muſt be contene 
to give Chriſt ſomewhar adoe, 1 am gladthat he is employed 
that way 3 let your bleeding ſoul, and your ſores be put in the 
hand of this expert phyſician; let young and ſtrong Corrup- 
tions and his free grace be yoked ——_ Jy and leſt Chriſt 
& your (ins deal it betwixt them, I will be loathtopurt you 
off your fears, and your ſenſe of deadneſs; 1 wish it were 
more ) there be ſome wounds ofthat natures that their bleed. 
ing should not be ſoon ſtoped : ye muſt take a houſe belide 
the Phyſician : It sball be a miracle if ye be the firſt fick man 
he put away uneured, & worſe then he fouud you : nay, 
nay » Chriſt is honeſt , and in that, fiytiog free with fine 
vers ( Foh. 6: 37, And him that cometh tome , I will in 
wo Caſe caſt out, ) Take ye that ; It cannot be pre 
ſumpe 
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ſumption to take that as your own, when ye ind your wounds 
ſtound you ; preſumprion is ever whole at th: hart, and hath 
bur the truant fickneſs , and groancth on ly for the farhion; 
faich hath ſenſe of fichn &, & lookerh lik- a friend to the pro. 
miſe 3 aod looking ro Chriſt ther in, is glad ro ſcea known 
face, Chriſt is a» ull af-aſt, 2+ ye can have ro hunger : nay, 
Chriſt, I fay , is not a foll mans leaviogss his mercy ſends ale 
wayes a |trer of d. france to all your Gos, if there were rea 
thouſrnd moc of them. Igrart you it ica hard matter for a 
poor hungry man , to win his meat upon hidden Chriſt 3 for 
then the key of his pantry door , and of the houſe of wine is 4 
ſeeking » & carnor be had ; but hunger muſt break thorow iron» 
locks I bemoan them not whocan makeadins & all the faclds 
adoe.for a Loſt vaviour : ye muſt let him hear ir /to ſay {o) upon 
both the fides ofbis head, when he hiderh himfclf; Ir is nonme 
then ro b: bird-mourh'd & paticot. Chriſtisrare indeed , & a 
delicate to a finner ; he is a niracle & world's wonder, to a 
ſeeking and a weeping finner ; bur yer ſuch a miracle , as will 
be fecn by them, who whill come and ſce.the ſeeker and figher us 
at laſt a hnger and enjoyer : Nay, l have (cen a dumb man get an 
almes from Chriſt, He that cantcll hisrale . & end futh a lerrer 
to beavenzas he hath ſear ro Aberden it 1s viry like he will come 
ſpeed with Chriſt, It bodeth Gods mercy rocomplain heartily 
for fin, Let wreſtling be with Chriſt rl] he ſay , How # it, Sir, 
that T cannot be nuite of your bills, && vour miflearned crvit And 
then hope for Chriſts bl ing, & his bleffiog ts better then other 
ren bleſſings. Think nor +ham- becauſe of vour gvilunels ; ne 
ceſliry muſt not bluch ro beg ;; it ſtanderh you hard ro want 
Chriſt, & therefore thit which it on watring cannot dos 
miſnurturcd crying & knocking will do And for doubtings be 
caulc ye are not as ye were long tince with your Maſter y con- 
ſider rhree things. x. What if Chriſt had ſuch rorterir £ thoughts 
of the bargain of the new covenart , berwixt you & him, 
as you have, 3, Your heart 1s not the compaſs Chriſt ſaileth 
by : He will give you lr-ave rofing as yepleaſe; Bur he 
will not dance ro your daft ſpring. It is vot referred to 
you and* your thoughts z what Chriſt will do with the 
C112ts 
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charters berwizt you and him: Your own misbeleef bark 
torn them 5 Burt he hati: the principal in heaven , with 
himſelf: Your rhonughts arc no parts of the New covenant: 
Dreams change not Chriſt. $3, Doubrings are your fins ; bur 
they are Chrilts drug ges » & ingredients , that the Phifician 
maketh uſc ofyfor the curing of your pride, Is it not (uirable 
ſor a beg ger xto lay, at mear, God reward the winners ? For then 
he faveth he knowerh who bearcth the charges of the houſe. lr is 
allo mect yeshould know by experience, that faith is notna- 
tur 4] gore mn Haftard , bur your Lor cds free gifr, thar lay in the 
womb of Gods free Grace , praiſed be the winner, I may adde a 
4, In the paſſing of your bill & your charters, when they went 
throuth rhe Meciators great tc al » and were concluded, fairh*s 

adyice was not (ought faith hath not a vote befideChriſts merits; 
blood , blood ; dear blood , that came from your caurioners 
holy body, makcrh thartyſure work, The uſe then which ye have 
of faith now , (having already clofed with Jeſus Chriſt for ju. 
ſtificartion) is , to rake ont a copy of your pardon ; & ſoye have 
peace with God , vpoD the account of Chriſt ; for fince faith 
appreh endeth pardon , but never pay* tha penny for it , no mar- 
vel that Salvation docth not dic & live, cbbe , or flow , with the 
working of faith : but becaufc it 1s your Lords honour ro belce.. 
ve his mercy » & his fadeliry , ir 18 11 fin goodnefs 1 in our Lord, 

that misbeleef giveth adish ro our Lords glory ,and nog to our 
©alvation : & {o, who cvcr want (yea, how beit Cod here bear 
with the want of what we arc obliged tO give him + cvcn the 
plory of his grace, by beleevirg, yct) a poor covenanted 
ſinner wanteth not : bur 1f gu!/ri1 els were removed, doubrtings 
would find no fricnd , nor life; and yet fnth is ro bcleeve 
the removal of eniluncfs . in C briſk. A reaſon why ye get 
Ie now ( as yethiok ) thn before (as Trakeit) is, becauſe 
2t our firft con! erfion, our Lord purteth the mear in young 
bairns mouthes , with his own hand : bur when we grow to 
ſome further perfetion, we wuſt rake heaven by violence, 
& take by violence from Chriſt , what weger 3 & hecan, & 
doth hold , becauſe he will have us to draw, Remember z NOW 
ye muſt live upon violent plucking : Lazineſs is agreare favle 
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now + then iong, fince ; we love al wayes ro haye the pape pur 
in our mouth, Now for my (elf; Alace I am not the map'l 
o for in this nation; men have not juſt weights ro weigh me 
in, Oh, butlamafilly feckleſs body , and overgrown with 
weeds ; corruption is ranck & fat in me! O if 1 were anſwerable 
to this holy cauſe, & to that honourable Prince's love, for 
whom I now [ufter ! If Chiiſt would refer the matter to me, 
( in his prefence 1 ſpeak it ) I might think shame to vore my 
own falyation: I think Chriſt might ſay , think'ft thou nos 
thame to elaim heaven , who docs (© little forit* Iam very 
ofren ſo , that I know not wether 1 fink or ſwime in the 
water y 1 find my ſelf a bag of light froth 5 I would bear no 
weight, ( but vanity & nothings weigh in Chriſts balance) 
if my Lord caft not in borrowed weight & merall , even Chriſts 
rightcouſneſs , ro weigh for me : the ſtock I have, is not mine 
own; 1 am but the merchand that rraffiques with other 
folks goods : if my creditor chriſt would rake from me what 
he batt lent y I would not long keep the canſcy z but Chriſt 
hath made it mine & his: 1 think ir manhood , to play the cow- 
ard , & jouke 1n the lee-fide of Chriſt 5 and thus I am not onely 
ſaved from my enemics,burt I obtain the victory, I am ſo empty, 
that 1 thiok it were an almes-decd in Chriſt, if he would 
win a poor priſoners bleſsing for evermore, and kill me with his 
love, I complain when Chriſt comerh , he cometh alwayes ro 
ferch fire, he 1s ever in haſte, he may not tarry ; & poorl, (a 
bepgerly Dyvour , ] getbut a ſtanding viſit , & a ſtanding kits, 
& bur, bow doeft thow ? In the by-going. I dare not ay , he is 
lordly, becauſe heis madca Kiog i ow, at the right hand of God; 
or is grown miskenning & dry to his poor freinds 3; [for he can» 
not make more of his kiiles then they are worth: 1 bur I chink ir 
my happineſs to love the love of Chiiſt ; & when he goeth «- 
way , the memory of his ſwect preſence is like a feaſt 1na dear 
ſummer. I havecomfort in this , that mv foul defireth that 
every hour of my impriſooment were a company of heavenly 
tongues » to praiſe him on my behalf ; howbeir my bonds 
were prolonged for many huudred yeers, O that I could be 
the man , who could procure my Lords glory to flow like a full 
ſea 
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ſea , & blow like a mighty wind upon all the four Airths of 
Scotland, England & Ireland. © it I could write a book of 
his praiſes ! O faireſt among the ſons of men , why ſtayeſt thow 
ſolong away? O heavens, movefaſt! O rime, run , runs 
& haſten the marriage-day for love is tormented with delayes Þ 
O Angels, OSeraphims who ſtand before him, © bleſſed 
Spirits who now ſee his face , ſet him on high ; for when ye have 
worn your harps in his praiſes, all is roo luttle, & is cothing ,' 
ro caſt rhe ſmel of the praiſe of thar fair flower , thar fragrant 
roſe of Sharon, through many worlds ' Sir, rake my hearty 
commendations to him , & tell him that 1 am fick of love. 
Grace be with you, 

Aberd. lane 16. 1637. Yours in by ſweet L.Feſus ,S.R? 


— 


To his Honoured & Dear Brother , 


ALEXAND, GORDON of KNOCKGRAY. 
Deareſt & truly honoured Brother. 

Race , mercy & peace beto you; I have ſeen no letrer 

from you lince I came to Aberdeen ; 1 will nor interpret is 
to be forgerfulneſs. Iam here in a fair priſon. Chriſt is m 
ſweer & honourable fellow-priſoner , & his fad & joyful Lords 
priſoner » { if 1 may ſpeak ſo, } I rhink this crols becometh me 
well,& :s ſuirable ro me in reſpect of my duty to ſuffer forChriſt 
howbeit not in regard of my deſerving , to be thus honoured. 
However it be » I ſee Chriſt is ſtrangy even lying in the duſt , in 
priſon , and in banishment. Loſſes & diſgraces are tho wheelsof 
Chriſts rriumphiog charior. 1n the ſufferings of his own faintss 
a5 he iorendeth their good, ſo ke iorcnderh his own glocy,& thac 
it the burre his arrowes $#hoot at » & Chriſt shootath nor art the 
rovers, he hitteth what he purpoſeth to hit ; Therefoce he doeth 
make his own feckleſs & weak nothings z & theſe who are the 
contempt of mens 4 new tharp threching inſtrument havi 
teeth, ro #brech the mountains, & beat them ſmall, & to 
mahe the bills « chaff, & to fan them. Iſa.41: 15, 16, 
What harder ſtuff , or harder grain for threshing ours 
then high and rockic mountains * Burt the Saints are 
E God 
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Gods tle ning 'aftrament to brar them .!. in chaff; are we 
not Gods leery velſcls? And yer whenthry c241) v. over an bouſe, 
We arc not broken un shearas $ we creep 2n under our Lords 
wings in the great Shower , & the water carnot got thorow 
t f wings. It is folly then for men to ſay , this is not 
Chriſts plea, he will loſe the wed-fee ; men are like to be 
guile bicm ; that were indeeda __ play. Nay I dare pledge 
my ſoul, & lay it in pawneon Chriſts tideof it ,, & be balf tw« 
er halt-winner with my Maſter: Let fools laughs the tools- 
laughter, & ſcorn Chriſt, & bid the weeping captives in 
8B yion , fing Us GWE oj the ſongs of Ajon , . bs by ſpring 
tochear up your fad hearted Gol: We way Gng upon Tuck: 
head before hand, everrin our winter-ſtorme, in the expectation 
of 2 ſum mer- ſun at the turn of the yeer:no created powcrs in hcll 
or out of hclI-can mar our L. jeſus his mutick, nor ſpill our long 
of joy : It us then be glad & rejoyce in the ſalvation of our 
Lord;for faith had never yet cauſe to have wet cheeks &hingings» 
down browes , or rodioup or dic: what can aile faith, ſeeing 
Chriſt ſuffereth himſelf, (with reverence to him be ir ſpoken) 
to be commanded by ir ; & Chriſt commanderh all gy 
faith may dance , becauſe Chriſt Gngs 3 & we may come 1n the 
Quire, & lift cur hoarſe & rough voices, & chirp , & fig, & 
shout for joy with our Lord Jeſus, Wee ſee oxen go to the 
ghamblesleaping & ſtartling ; We ſee Gods fed oxen y prepar- 
e&d for the day of laughter , go dancing & finging down to 
the black chambers of hell; & why sbould we go to heaven 
weeping , as if we were liketo falldown thorow the earth for 
forrow, If God were dead ( if I may ſpeak (o, with reverence 
of bim who livcth for ever & ever ) & Chriſt buried, & rorren 
among the worg:s , we might have cauſeto look like dead folks; 
but , the Lord liverh & bliſſed be the rock of our ſalvation, 
Pſal. 18: 46. None have right ro joy but we; for joy nſown 
for us, & an ill ſumatr or harveſt will not ſpill the cropr. 
The children of this world have much robbed joy that is nor 
wellcome: It is no good ſport they laugh at: They ſtealljoy , as 
x were from God:for he commandeth them to mourn & howle: 
Then let us claim our leel»come, & lawfully conquihed 
ov, 
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joy. My dear Brother, I cannot bur fpea'r what I have felr, 
ſeeing my Lord ]-ſus hath broken a box of ſpikenard upen the 
hedd of his poor priſoner , & it is hard ro hide a ſweet ſmell; ir 
is a pain to ſmorther Chriſts love; it will be out, whether we 
will or not, If we did bur ſpeak according ro the matter, & 
croſs for Chriſt should have another name ; yea a crols , eſpe= 
cialli when he cometh wich his arms full of joyes, is the happieſt 
bard tree that ever was laid apon my weak shoulder. Chriſt & his 
croſs cogether are ſweer company & a bleſſed couple. My priſon 
is my ny ſorrow is with childe of joy ; my lolles arerich 
loſes , my pain caſe pain » my heaviedayes are holy & happy 
dayes.I may tell a new tale of Chriſt to my friends. Oh if 1 could 
make alove-ſong of him , & could commend Chriſt, & rae his 
raiſes arighr/ O if I could ſer all rongues in great Britain & Ire- 
Loud, tro work, to help me to ling a new ſong of my welbcloved! 
O ifI could be a bridge over a watery for my Lord Jeſus ro walk 
upon & keep his feet dry ! O if my poor bic heaven could go be- 
ewizt my Lord & blaſphemy & dishonour! { Upon condition he 
loved me.) O that my hearr could fay this word & bide by irfor 
ever | Is ir nor great art & incompatable wiſdom in my Lerd, 
who can bring forth ſuch fair apples , out of this crabbed trev'of 
the croſs 'cay,my father's never cnough admired providencezcan 
make a fair feaſt our of a black Devil ; notbing<an come wrong 
to my Lord in has ſweer working.1 would cyeo fall ſound a ſleep 
in Chriſt's arms & my finſull hcad on his holy breaſt , while be 
kiſſeth me ; were it nor that often the wind turneth to. che 
north , & whiles my ſweet Lord Jeſuss is, ſothat he will neither 
pive nor rake , borrow nor lend with me. I complain 
he is not ſocial ; I half call hin proud & lordly of bis compa- 
ny, & nice of his Jookes 5 which yet is not rrue, It would 
content rge to give , bowboit he should not take; I ghould be 
content ro want his kiſſes at (uch times, providing he would be 
comtent t& come near hand & rake my wersh , * & feckle(s 
kiſſes : But ar that eime he will not be entreared, bur lers 2 poor 
ſoot ſtand tilt & knock , & never let on him that he heareth; 
& then the old leaviogs & broken mica z & dry fighs are greate 
& chear chea I can cell; all | haye theo, isztbat howbcit rhe law &, 
E 2 wrath 
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wrath have gorten a decret againſt me, I yer lippen that meekle 
good in Chriſt, as ro get a fuſpenſion , & to bring my cauſe 
in rcaloning again betore my welbeloved: I defire but to be 
heard. And at laſt he his content to come» & agree the mat» 
ter with a fool, & forgive freely ». becauſt he is God. Ohif 
men would glorify him , & taſte of Chriſts ſweetneſs. Brother, 
ye have _ be buſic with Chriſt, for this whorish- Kirk: 
I fear Chriſt caſt water upon Scotlands coal ; nay z1 know 
Chriſt & his wife will be heard , he will plead for the broken 
covenant. Arme you againſt that eime. Grace be with you, 


Aberd, Junc. 16. Yours in his ſweet Lord, 
1636, Feſus , S. R, 


To the Lady Kilconqbarr, 
MISTRESS. 
{mn mercy & peace be ro you: Iam glad to hear that 


you have your face home- ward towards your fathers houſe 

now when ſo many arefor a home nearer hand: bur your Lord 
Calleth you to another life & glory , then ts to be tound here- 
away : & therefore I would counſel you to make ſure the char- 
rers & rights, which ye have to Salyation. You camerto this 
life about a neceflary & weighty balinel(s , to rryſt with Chriſt 
anent your precions foul , the erernal Glvation of it : this 
is the moſt neeefary buſineſs ye have in this lifes & your 
other adoes, beſide this , ars but royes & fearhers , & dreams 
& fancies: this is the greateſt haſte & chould be done firſt, 
Means are uſed in the Goſpel to draw on a meeting berwixt 
Chriſt & you: if ye negleR your part of it, it is as if you 
would tcar the contraft before Chrilt's eyes , & give up the 
match » that rbere hall be no more communing of that 
buſineſs. 1 know other lovers befide Chriſt are in ſuit of you, 
& your ſoul wanteth not ryany wooers 3 but [ pray you makes 
chaſte yirgia of your ſoul, & let itlove burwone; molt worthy 
13 
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is Chriſt alone of all your (ouls love 5 howbeir your love were 
higher then the heaven , & deeper then thelowelt ofthis carth , 
& broader then this world. Many , alas too many » make a 
common ſtrumpet of their foul , for every loyer that com- 
eth roche houſe, Marriage with Chriſt would pur your loves 
& your hcart by the gate, out of the way * & our of the eye 
of all other unlawfull ſairers; & then you had arcady ags 
ſwer for all others, lam already promiſed away to Chriſt a 
the match x concluded , my ſoul hath a busband already , & is 
cannot have tio hishands. Oh if the world did but krow 
what a ſacl che ojorments of Chriſt caſt , and how ravighug 
his beauty , even the beauty of the faireſt of the ſons of men 
is» & how fweer & powerful his voice is, che voice of that 
one welbcloved, Certainly where Chriſt cometh, he run- 
neth away with the ſouls loye, ſo that they cannot command 
it, I would far rather look but thorow the hole of 
Chriſts door , to ſee bur the one half of his faireſt, & 
moſt comely face ( for he looketh like heaven ) ſuppoſe I should 
never win in to fee his excelency & glory to the full; then 
£o enjoy the flower , the bloome, & chiefeſt excellency of 
the glory s & riches y of ten worlds. Lord ſend me for my 
part but the meaneſt share of Chriſt, that can be given to 
any of the indwellers of the new Ierufalemz Bur I know 
my Lord is no niggard: He can , &becomerh him weH 
to give more, then my narrow foul can reccye, If there 
were ten thouſand thouſand millions of worlds , & as many 
heavens full of men & Angels z Chriſt would not be pinched 
co ſupply all our wants, and co fill us all. Chriſt is a well 
of life , ar who knoweth how deep ir is to the botrom ? T his 
ſoul of ours hath love , and cannor but love ſome fair one : 
And O what afair one, what an onely one, what ancxcellcrt 
loyely ravishing one is Jeſus ! Pur rhe beauty of rea thou- 
ſand chouland worlls of Paradifes like the garden of Eden 
in ones Put all trees, all flowers, all fnels, all cul 
lours , all. taſtes » all joyes, all ſweerneſs, all lovelyneſs 
in ove , O what a tai aad excellent thing would that be! 
E 3 & yer 
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& yet it shonld beleſs , rothar fair & deareſt welbeloved Chriſt, 
then one drop of rain tothe wholeſeas ,. rivers, lakes , & foun- 
tains of tea chouſand earths. O bur Chriſt ts heavens wonder 
& carths wonder ! What marvel that his bride faith , Cant. 5. 
v. 16. He s altogether lovely * Oh that black fouls will oor 
come» & fetch all their loveto this fair one / O1fI could ia, 
yite & perſwade thouſands , & ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
of Adam's (ons, ro flock about my Lord Jclus, & ro come & 
take their fill of love! Oh pity, for evermore , that there 
Should be ſuch an one as Chriſt Jeſus , fo boundl-ſs , fo bot. 
romle(ſs, & loincomparable in infimre excellency , & ſweer- 
neſs , and fo few to take him. Oh ! oh! ye poor dry & dead 
ſouls, why will ye not come hicher with your toom vellcls, 
& your empty fouls , torthis huge , & fair, & deep, & ſweer 
wel of life, & fill all your toom veſſels ! Ohthat Chriſt should 
be lo largein ſweernels . & worth , & we (o narrow , ſopinched, 
ſo cbbc, & fo void ofall happineſs , and y=t men will nor take 
him ! They loſe their love miſerably , who will not beſtow it 
Bpon this lovely one. Alas ! theſe five rhouland yeers , Adam's 
fools , his waſter-heirs, bave been waſting & laviching our 
their love , and their aftctions upon black lovers ; and black 
harlots ; upon bits of dead creatures , and broken idok , upon 
this & that feckleſs creature , & have net brought their love, 
and their heart ro Jeſus. O pity , that fairneſs hath fo few lo- 
vers |! O©,woe, woe to the fools of this world 5 who run by 
Chriſt co other lovers ! Oh miſery, miſery, miſcry, that comeli- 
neſs can ſcarce get three or four hearts in a town, or a countrey f 
Oh that there is ſo much ſpoken,& fo much written, & ſo much 
thought of creature-vanity , and fo little ſpoken , (o little writ- 
ten, folittle thought of my zreat, & incomprehenfible, and 
never-cnough-w ondered-at Lord lefſus, Why $hould I noe 
curſe this forlorn, and wrerched world , that ſuftereth my Lord 
LIeſus to lic his alone £ O damned touls ! O anskenning world! 
© blind ! O beggerly ! and poor fouls, O bewitched fools! 
what aileth you at Chriſt, that you runſofromlkum ? I dare 
pot challepge providence , that there are fo few buyers , and fo 
htrle ſale for ſuch an excclient one as Chiift, O rhedepth , & 
the O 
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© the hight of my Lords waycs y/' thi plc finding dut, Buf 
oh if men would once be wiſe » and hor fall fo in love with 
their own hell, as to paſs by Chrift', and miskcen him ? 

var let us come near , anb fill our (lyes withe Chriſt, and 
Ict his friends drink, and be drunken, and (ati: fic our hollow and 
deep defiresywith Jeſus, Oh come all anddrink ar this living well; 
come drink & live for evermore , come drink & welcome: wel- 
come , faith our- faireſt Bridegroom 74 no man oetterh Chriſt 
with ill will ; uo man cometh & is not welcome ; no man come 
eth and ructh bis voyage 3; all men ſpeak well of Chrift , who 
have been at him 5 men and Angels who know him , will ſay 

more then I dow doe » & think more of him then they cao ſay. 
O if 1 were miſted and bewildered in my Lords1ove ! Ohif [ 

were fettered & chainedroit ! O (weer pain tobe pained for a 

tight of him!O living death! O good denth! O lovely death to 
diefor love of Jeſus! Oh that [ should hare alorc heart & a pain. 
cd ſoul , for the wanting of che love of this & that idol ! woe , 
woe to the miſtakinge of my miſcarrying heart » that gaperh 
&cryeth for creatures, & is nor pained,& cutted,& torrureds& in 
ſorrow for the want of a ſoulfill of Chriſt. Oh that thoy 
would come near, my Beloved! O my faireſt one, why ſtz2deſt 
thou a far? come hither that 1 may be fatiar with thy execllenc 

loye:o for an unionO for a fellowship with lefus! Orhat 1 could 
buy with a price that lovely one , ſuppoſe heits trormenrs for a 

wiule were the price ! I cannor oclecye but Chriit will ras 

upon his painzd lovers, & come & caſe lick hearts, who 

ligh aad ſwoond for the want of Chiit ;- who dow bide Chrift; 

loveto be nice? What heaven can there be liker ro hell, then 

to luſt, andgrein, and dwine, and fall-a ſwoon tor Chriſts 
love, andto want it f is not this hell & heaven woven thorow 

other ? 1s not this pain and joy , ſweernels and ſadnefsto by in 
one web, the one the wofe, rhe other th2 warp? Therefore & 
woult Chritt would ler us meet 4 avd 1oyn toverher , the ſoul 
& Chriſt ts octhors arms. O what meering is hike this, ro (ee 
blackneſs and beauty, contemprtibleneſs and glory, highaeſs and 
bafcacſs, even a foul and Chriſt kiſs one another | Nay , but 
whea all is done; I may be wearicd in ſpeaking and wiitingy but 
E 4 
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© how far am I from thercight cxpreſſion of Chriſt or his love © 
I can neither ſpeak , nor write feeling, nor caſting, nor ſmclliog; 
come fcil, & ſmecl , & raftc Chris” & his love , & ye 5hall 
call it more rhen cau be ſpoken: ro writc how ſwert the honey . 
comb is , is not {o lovely as rocat & fuck the honcy comb : one 
nights reſt in a bed of loye with Chriſt , will Gy morerhen heare 
can thiok , or rougue can utrer. Neither nced we fear crofics , 
or bgh, or beſad four any thing that is on this fide of heaven , if 
we have Chriſt : our crofiles will never diaw blood of the joy of 
the boly Choſt , & peacc of con{citnce z OW JOY ts laid Up ian 
ſuch a high place as temptations Cannot clunb up to take it 
doen : this world may boaſt Chriſt; but they date nor ſtrike; oc 
_ they break their arr un ferching a ſtroke upon 
a rac O that we could pur our ereaſure in Chiiſt's hand , & 
give him our gold ro keep » & our crown, Strive, Miſtreſs, 
ea throng thorow the thorns of this life ro be at Chriſt : Loſe 
not light of him in this cloudy , & dark day : Slcep with himin 
aur heart in the night: Learn not at the worldro ſerve Chriſt, 
task himfſclf che way 3 the world is a falſe copy & a lying 
guidero follow. Remember my love ro your husband , 1 wish 
all ro him I haye wrieren here. The ſweet preſence, the loug, 
laſting good will of our God , the warmely & lovely comforts 
of our Lord Ieſus bewich you. Help me his priſoner in your 
prayers ; For 1 remember you, 


Aberd. Aguſt, 8. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus , $.K. 


To the Lady Forret. 


Worthy Miftreſ. 
Race, mercy & peace brroyou; I long to hearfrom you? 
[ hear Chriſt bath bocu chat Kind as to viſit you with fick= 


neſs , & to bring youto the door ofthe graye, but ye found the 
door sburt ( bleffcd be his glorious name ) whileye be riper for 
&crnity : He will have more ſervice of you , & therefort he ſeek. 
Eh of you, that henceforth ye be hoacſt ro your new hucband, 
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the Son of God; We have all Idol-love, & are whorisbly in« 
clined to love other things beſide our Lord ; and therefore our 
Lord hunteth for our love > mos wayrs then one or ewo. Oh 
that Chriſt had his own of us: I kaow he will not want you , & 
that is a (w<ct wilfulacl ic his Love; & ye have as good caule 
on the orcher part to be headeftrong & peremprory 14 your love 
to Chriſt , & not topart or divide your love berwixe Him & 
the world: ifit were more it is little enough , yea too licrle far 
Chriſt, 1 am now every way in yood terms with Chiuſt, he hath 
{.t a banisbed priſoner as a (ca! 0a his kart, and as 2 bracel-r 
on his arme : that crabbcd and black tree of rhe crots , laugh. 
eth upon me now: the alarming noiſe of the cro% is worſe 
then it ſelf, 1 love Chriſts glooms , better then the world's 
worm-caten joyes, Oh if all che Kingdom were as Iam, exe 
cept theſe bonds ! My lofle is gain : my fadvelsjoytall ; my 
boads hberty: My tears comtortable. This world is not 
worth a drink of cold watcr, O bur Chriſt's tove caſterh agreax 
heat : hell & all che falr fea and the rivers of the carth cannor 
queoch ir : 1 remember you to God, ye bave the prayers of a 
priſoner of Chriſt: Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. 9, Yours in hy ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſns , S. R, | 


To the Lady Kaskiberry. 


M A D A M. 


Race, mercy & peace be to you; I long to hear how 
your La: is: I know not how torequite your La: kind- 

neſs » bur your love rothe Saints > Madam, is Laid up in hea 
ven » I know it is for your welbeloyed Chriſts fake , that 
ye make his friends fo dear to you , & concerne your (:If 
ſo much in them. _ 1 am inthis houſe of my pilgrimage every 
oy x caſe ; Chriſt is moſt kind and loving uo my ſeul; 
it pleaſcrh him to feaſt with his unſeen conſolations a ſtraog< 
& , and an cxiled priſoner; and I would not exchapge my 
la Fn E x Lord 


, 
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Lord Jeſus , with all the comfort our of heaven ; bis yoke is 
ealic , & his burdeo light, This is bis rrurh 1 now ſuftcr for 
for he bath (ſcaled it with his bl: iid preſence : I know Chriſt 
$hall yer win theday, and gaine the barcllin Scotland. Grace 


be with you. 
Aberd. Match. 7. Yours in by ſweet Lnrd 
1637- Feſus, $- R. 


77 MW]JAMES BRUCE. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Reverend & mwelbelyd Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace beroyou:; Upon rhe neareſt ac, 
quainrance , that weare fathcrs childicn , I thought good 

to writetreyou, My caſc in my bonds » for the honour of my 
royall Prince and King Jclus, is as good as becometh the 
witneſs of ſuch a Sovcrainga King, At my firſt com- 
ing hither , I was in great hcavinels z wieſtling with chal- 
lenges , beiog burdened in heart, ( aslam yer } for my {is 
lear Sabbaths , 2ad for a bereft people 53 young ones new-borae 
plucked from the breaſts, & the Childrens table drawn, 1 
chought I was a drie tree caſt oyer the dike of the vine» yard: 
bur my ſecret conceptions of Chriſts loye , at his ſweet & loog- 
os to my ſoul , were found to be a lye of Chriſts love 
forged by the termpter» and my own heart, aud I am pere 
ſwaded that it was (o: Now there is greater peace ye 
curity within then before : the court is raiſed and diſmiſe 
fed for it was not fenced in God's name: I was far miſtaken, 
who thould have ſummoned Chriſt for uakiodack : milted 
faith ; & my fever concaved amils of him : novy, novy , bt 
18 pleaſed to feaſt a poor priſoner , and to refresh me vvith joy 
unipeakable and glorious : fo as the holy Spiric is witacls, 
thar my fuffcrings are for Clarifts truck ; & God forbid | shauld 
deny 
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&ny the ecſtimony of che holy Spiri' , 10d make bim a falſe wite 
nels, Now | reſttly vader my hind , out of lome ſmall experi- 
ence, that Chriſts cauſe { even with the crols , } 1s barter theg 
the Kings crown , & that his rep» 0aches are [weer , his crols 
perfumed , the walls of my priſon fair & large » my loiſes gaiv. 
| iefire you , my dear Brotner , help m* to prove, and remume 
b<r mc in your praycr to God, Giacc, grace be with Vou, 


oAderd. Maich- 14+ Yours i: onr Ler4 
1627, Telus, S.R. 


—_ — —_— ——_ 
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To the Lady Earlſtun, 


MISTRESS. 


Race, mercy & peace bero you : I long to hear how your 
Foul profx exeth, Iexhort yourogoou 1n your journ:y : 
your day 1s Short, & your aftcr noon»{iun will ſoon goe down: 
make an end of your accounts with your Lotd : For Death 2nd 
[uIgement arc tides, that bid: no man: (rIvation 1s ſuppoſe. 
to be at the door , and Chiiſtianiry 1s thought an calte tas , buc 
| hnde k; hard , and the way ſtrait and narrow, were it not that 
my guide is content to wait on mes and to care for atircd tra « 
eller, Hurt not your conſcicnce with any known fin ; let your 
children be as (o many flowers, borrowed from Cod : if the 
flowers dic or wither , thank God for a lummers-loan of them, 
& keep good neighbourhood , to borrow & lend with him. Ser 
your heart menu » & trouble nor your fpirit with this 
day-Idol of the world , which is bur vavity , and bath bur the 
laftre of the Raio bow in the air , which comerh and goerh with 
:fying March-shower : Clzy is the Idol of baſtards ; not the 
whericrance of the children, My L91d butb beep plealc4 ro make 
many unkoown faces laugh upon me + and hath made me 
vell content of a borrowed fircelide, ankaborrowed bed : 1 
am faſted with the joyes of the boly Ghoſt, & my royal King 
deareth my chirges honourably. 1 love the (incll of Chriſt's 
ſwect breath, better thea the worlds gold. 1 would lhadhclp 
co 
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ropraiſc him, The great Meſſenger of the Covenant , the Son 
of God eſtabluh you op your rock , & keep you to the day of his 
coming. 


Aberd. March, 7, Yours in his feveet Lord 
1637. Feſus, $S.R, 


To CARLETOUN. 


IForthy & much honoured. 


Race, mercy & peace be toyou 2: I received your letter 

from my Brother , tothe which I now anſwer particu- 
larly. I contcſsrworthings of my (elf, 1, Woe, woe is me, 
that men should think there is any thing in me : He is my wit- 
neſs before whom I am as cryſtall , that the ſecerer houſe-devils, 
that bear me too oft company ; & that this fiak of corruption 
which I inde within, maketh me goc with low (ailes; & if others 
ſaw what I ſce,they would look by me,but not tome. 2. 1 know 
this shower of his free grace behooved to be on meotherwayes | 
would have wirhered. I know alſo, I have necd ofa bufferiog 
temptergthar grace may be pur to exercile & I kept low. Worthy 
& dear Brother in our Lord teſus » I writethat from my heart 
which ye now real. 1. Iavouchthat Chriſt, & ſweating , & 
fghing under hiscroſs , is ſweeter to me by far, then Ki the 
King oms in the world could poſſibly be, 2. If you & my 
deareſt acquaintance in Chriſt , reap any fruit by my ſuffer. 
rivg ; letmebe weighed in God's even ballance , if my joy 
be not fulfilled : What am I to carry the marks of ſuch x 
grear King * But howbeit I am a fink & fiofull maſs, a 
wretched captiveoffin, my Lord Jelus can hew heaven ou 
of worſe timber then I am (if worſe can be.) 3. I nov 
reJoyce with joy unſpeakable & glorious , that I never pur- 
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poſed ro bring Chriſt, nor the leaſt hoofor hair-breadrth of eruch 
under tryſting : I defjred ro have & keep Chriſt all alone , & 
that he should never rub clothes with that black»skin'd harlor 
of Rome. 1 am now fully payed home, fo that nothing 
aileth me for the preſent, but love-lickneſs for a reall poficſ= 
fion of my faireſt welbeloyved. 1 would give him my bond 
under my faith & hand, tofriſt heaven an hundred yeers longer , 
ſo being he would lay his bolytacero my ſormstimes wet cheeks, 
Oh, who would notpity me, ro know how fain 1 would haye 
the King shaking the tree of life upon me; or letting mein 
to the well of life with my old dich, rhat 1 might be drun- 
ken with the fountain, here, in the houſe of my pilgimage } 
| caonot, nay 1 would not, be quite of Chriſts love. He 
hath Icft the marke behinde him where he gripped : Hego= 
eth away & leaveth me & his burning lovero wreſtle rogether , 
& I can fcarce win my meat of his love becauſe of abſence : My 
Lord giveth me bur hungry half-kifles z which ſcrve to feed 
pain & increaſe hunger ; bur doe pot fatisfiemy deſires ; His 
dicting of my ſoul for this race maketh me lean, I havegot= 
zen the waile & choiceof Chriſts croſſes, eventhe tithe & the 
fiowtr of che gold of all croſſes , ro bear witneſs rothe truth 
& herein finde I liberty, joy, acceſs, life, comfort, love 
faith , ſubmiſsion » patience, & reſolution to take delight in 
on- wairing : & withal! in my race he hath come near me & lee 
me fee the gold & crown : What then waot I but fruition & 
reall enjoyment , which is reſerved ro my countrey ? Ler no 
man think he shall loſc at Chriſts hands in ſuflerivg for him, 
4+ For theſe preſent trials they are moſt dangerous : for pro» 
ple Shall be; ſtolen oft their feet wich well washen, & white 
skin'd. preteqce olindiferency ; bur it is the power of the gieac 
«Amichriſt workipg 1n this land, Woe, wot woe be to Apoſlae 
Scotland - there is wrath, & a cup of the red wine of the 
wrath of God Almighty in the Lords band , that they, 
Shall dciok and ſpuc apd fall and not riſe again, The ſtar 
called Warmwoodts Gall is fallen in the fountaines,and rivers,& 
hath made chem birter ; the ſword of the Lord is fourbiched 
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agamaſt rhe Idol-chepherds of the land ; women hall bleſs the 
barreo womb & miſcarrying breaſts ; all hearrs hall be 
faint, and all knees hall rremble * an end is - coming : 
the leopard and the lion hall whatch over our cities : houſcy 
great & fair hall be defolare without an inhabitant ; the Lord 
bath (aid, Pyay not foy this people, for I bave taken my peace 
from them; yer the Lord's third part shall come through the fire, 
as refined gold for rhe rreafure of the Lord , & the out-caſts of 
Scotland $hall be garhered rogether again , & the wilderneſs 
shall bloſſome as the lower, & bud , & grow as the roſe of Shay- 
o#» » & great chall be the glory ofthe Lord upon Scotland. 5. 1 
2m hereafſavired with the learned & pregnant wits ofthis King- 
dom 5 bur all honour be to my Lord, truth bur laugeth ar 
bemiſted & blinded Scribes , & diſputers of this world , & Gods 
wiſdom confounderh chem , & Chriſt criumpherh in his own 
firong truth , thar ſpeaketh for it ſelf, 6, 1 doubr not but my 
Lord is preparing mer heavier trials : I am moſt ready at the 
good pleaſure of my Lord , in the ſtrength of his grace , for any 
thing he shall bepleaſed ro call me ro:neither hall che laſt black- 
faced mebbeniger s Death , be holden art the door , when it shall 
knock. Ifmy Lord will take bonogr of the like of me, how 
glad & joyfull shallmy foul be : Ler Chriſt come our with me 
to an hotter batrell then this, & I hall fear no fl:sh. 1 know 
that my maſter will win rhe day , & that he hath raken the or- 
dering of my ſufferings in his own hand. 7. Asfor my delive- 
rance,that miſcarrieth: 1 am here, by my Lords gface, rolay my 
hand on my mouth , to befilenr & wait on:my Lord leſus is on 
his lourney for my delivrance y | will not grudge that he runnerh 
not (fo aft as I would have him: On-waitlog till the ſwel- 
ling rivers fall, & rill my Lord ariſe as a mighity man after 
ſtrong wine y shall be my beſt: 1 have not yer refiſted to 
blood. $. Ohowofrenam I laid in the duſt » and urged by 
#he tempter ( who can ride his own errands upon our lying ap- 
prehenfions , ) to fin apaint the unchangeable love of my Lexd, 
When I think upon the fparrowes , & ſwallowes thar build their 
neſts in the Kirk of Anwoth, and of my dumb Sabbarbs , my 
forrowfull bleired cyes look a+ {quint upon Chriſt, and pre 
ſcar 


Epiit» 34- L-rters, 79 

ſeot him as angry. Ft inthiseriall , al honour roour princes 

ly and royall King, faich Cileth fair before the wind , with 

top- ſale up , and carrieth rhe poor paſſenger through, Iay 

tohibitions upon my thoughts , that they receive no landers 
of my oncly , oncly Beloyid: ler him even fay out of his own 
mouth, There x no bope , yet 1 will die in that ſweet beguile , 
It s not ſo:1 sball ſee the Sal-ration of Ged. Let me bedeceived 
really , and never win todiy land ; it is my joy to beleeve under 
the water , & rodie with faith in my hand gripping Chriſt : ler 
my conceptions of Chrifts love, go to the grave withme&ro 
bell with me, I may not, I dare not quite them, I; hope ro 
keen Chriſts pawne : if he never come 10 looſe ity let him (ee 
to his-own promile. 1 know Preſumption , howbeir ir be 
made of ſtournels, will rot thus be wilfull in heavie erials. Now, 
my deaveft in Chrift , the great meſſenger of the Covenant, the 
onely wiſe & allufficient Febotab eſtablish _ forheend, 1 
bear the Lord bath beco at your houſe,& hath called home your 
viſe to herreſt. 1 know, Sir, ye ſee the Lord looking the 
ping of your tabernacle, & wooing your love from this plail- 
tered & over-guilded world; & callmg upon you, to be making 
your (elf ready to goe to your fathers counrey , which $hall be 
a ſweet fruit of that vilitation. Ye know , to ſend the Comfor- 
ttr was a Kings word when he aſcended on high; yehaveclainr 
to, & intereſt in that promile, Remember my love in Chiiſt 
to your father: zhew him , it is late& black pight wich him; 
bis loog lying at the water-lide , is zthar be may look higpapers 
ere he rake shipping , & beat a point for his laſt anſwer before 
his judge & Lord, All lovcall mercy all gracey$ peacezall mulri- 
plied ſaving confolariors; all joy & faith in Chriſt, aliſtabiliry 3 
confirming !treogth of grace,& the good- will of him that dwelr 
in che busb be with you. 


Aberd. 15. Jane, Your un worthy brother *n: bj 
I637. ſweet Lord Feſus , S.R: 


_ 
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To MARION MEKNAUGHT. 


Worthy & deareft in the Lord. 


Ever loved, ((ince I kyew you , that little vineyard of 

the Lord's planting in Galloway ; But now much more, 
tince I have heard that he z who hath his firein Zion & Ifis fur- 
nace in Feruſalem , hath been pleaſed ro ſer up a furnace 
amongſt you , with the firſt in this Kingdom : He who 
makerh old things new , ſecing Scotland an old droffic & 
ruſted Kirk, is beginning to make a new clean bride of her, 
& to bring a young chaſt wife to him ſelf our of rhe fire. This 
fire shall be quenched , ſo ſoon as Chriſt bath brought aclean 
ſpouſe thorow the fire : Therefore , my dearly beloved in the 
Lord, fear not a worm : Fear not worm Facoh : Chriſtis in 
that plea, &shall win theplea : Chargean unbelecving heart , 
under the 'pain oftreaſon againſt our great & royall ing les 
ſus , rodependence by faith, & quict on-waiting on our Lord: 
Ger you 1n to your chambers & $hut the doors about you: 
In, in with ſpeed to your ſtrong hold ye priſoners of hope, ye 
doves flce in ro Chrifl's windowes , till rhe indignation be over 
& the ſtorme be paſt : Glorifie the Lord in your ſufferings, 
& take his banner of love & ſpread over you; others will fol- 
low you , ifthey ſce you ſtrong inthe Lord z their courageshall 
take life from your Chriſtian carriage: look up & ſee who 1scom- 
ing » lift up your head, he is coming to faye » in garments 
died 'in Mod » & travelling in the preatneſs of by ftrength, 
Ilaugh, Ifmile , I leap for joy , to fe Chriſt coming to - 
you {o quickly : Ofuch wide ſteps as Chriſt raketh ! Three or 
four hills are bur a ſtep to him 4, he ckippeth over the moun- 
tains : Chriſt hath fer a bart*l] berwixt his poor weak ſain 
& his enemics ; he waileth the weapons for both 'partics , & 
faith ro the enervics » Take you a ſword of ſteel, Law , Autho- 
rity »" Parhamentes, & Kivgs upon your fide, that is your 
armour: & he ſaith to his ſaints; I give you's fecklels rree- 
lwordin your hand , & thot is ſuffering , receiving of ſtrokes, 
|poiling of your gceds, & with your rree-{word ye $ball ger 
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& gain the Victory. Was not Chriſt dragged thorough the 
ditches of deep diſtreſles , & great ſtraits? & - Chriſt, whois 
your hcad, hath win through with his life, howbeit not w#h 
a\whole skin. Ye ar* Chriſt's members , &he is drawing his 
members thorow the thorny _ up to heaven after him 3 
Chriſt one day will not have ſo much as a pained toc 
bar there are great pieces, & portions of Chriſt's myſtical body, 
not yet within the gatcs ofthe great high city , #he new Ferue 
ſalem, & the diagon will ſtrike ar Chrift, ſolong as there is one 
bir or member of Chuſt's body our of heaven. Irell you, Chriſt 
will make new work out of old fore-caſten Srotland , & gather 
th: old broken boards of his tabernacle, & pin then, & nail 
them together : our bills & ſupplications are up 10 heaven , 
Chriſt hath coffers full of them : thereis mercy on the other 
ide of this his croſs 3 a goodanſwer to all our bills is agreed 
pon : [ muſt cell you whar lovely Jeſus, fair Jeſus , King Jee 
ſus hath done to my ſoul: ſometimes he ſenderh me our a ſtands 
iog drink , & whiſpereth a word rhorow the wall ; & 1 am well 
content of kindneſs at the ſecond hand ; his bode is ever wel 
come ro me,be what it will: but at other times he will be meſſen- 
ger himſelf, & 1 ger che cup of ſalvation our of his own hand » 
( he drinking rome ) & we cannotreſt rill we be in others armes; 
ah4l O how ſweet is a freth kiſk from his holy mouth ; his 
breathing, » that goerh before a kiſs upon my poor (oul , is (weee, 
& hath no fault 4 bur ther it 1s roogshort;: 1 am carcleſs, & Niand 
not much on this , ho<-wbeit lotacs , & back , & shoulders , & 
bead rive in pieces , in ſteping up ro my fathers houſe. I know 
my Lord can make lorg , & broad, & high, & dee glory ro 
his name » out of this vit fecklefs body ; for Chriſt looketh nor 
what (tuftc he makerth elary out of. Mv dearly beloved , ye have 
often refreshed me , bar that is put up in my Maſter's accounts; 
Fe havebim debrer for ge 3 but if ye will doany thing for me 
( as I know ye will ) now in my extremity y tell all my dear 
friends,that a priloner is fertered&chained in Chriſt's lovezLord 
never looſe the ferters: & ve& they together gake my heartieſt 
commendarions to my Lord Jeſus, & thank him for a poar 
Iriznd ; I dilire your husband to read this letter » 1 ſend bim 4 

r priſoe 
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priſoners bleſſiog:I will be obliged ro himgif he will be willing to 
Juffer for my dear Maſter, rtfering #5 the profeſiors golden gar- 
ment : there shall be no loco: on Chrift*s fide of ir. Y < have been 
witneſſes of much joy berwixt Chriſt & me at communion 
feaſts, the remembrance whereof (how beit | be feaſtedpin!ſecrer]) 
hollech my heart ; for 1 am put from the bourd-head & the kivgs 
firſt meſs: © his by-board, & his broken meat is \weer unro me: 
thank my Lotd for borrowed crunibs, noleſs then when I was 
feaſted ar the communion-table in Anwoth & Kyrkeudbright. 
Pray that I may get one day of Chriſtin publike, as | have had 
long fince,before my eyes be cloſed. Oh that my Maſter would 
take up houſe again, & lend me the keys of his wincecellar 
againy% God ſend me borrowed drink till then, Remember my 
love to Chrill's kin{men with you. TIpray for Chriſt's father's 
blefſing tothe all: Grace bs with you; a priſoners bleſſing 
be with yon: | winteits and 1 bide by it, God thall be eloricus 
in Marion Mc Knaught,when this ormy blaſt shall be over. O 
woman beloved of God, belceve, rejoyee, beſtrong in the 
Lord , Grace is thy portion, 


«Aberd. 15. June. 
1637- 


Your brother in hg ſweet Lord 
Feſus , S. R. 


— 


T TOHKN GORDON 


At Riſco in Galloway. 


My wertivy & dear Brother. 
Mie not your fort ſand - glafs which runneth very 


faſt : ſeek your Lord inrtime; let me obtain of you 2 
lectcr under your hand for a promiſe to Godzby his graceto take 
2 new courſe of walking with God: Heaven 1s not at the next 
door: 1 finde it hard to be a Chriſtian x; there is no little 
eruſtiog & throngiog to thruſt io at haavens gates, it is a 
caſtle taken by torce, many shall firive to enter in C& ball not be 
a'Je. 1 beſcech & obteſt youin the Lord 4 make conſgicpce of 
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rash & paſſionat other, of raging & ſudden revenging a x 
of night=drinking ,of need!e(s companionry , of Sabbath- break 
ing » of hurting any under you by word or deed, of hatin 
your very en"mies, Exceps ye rece'y? the Kingdom of a, 
as a litile childe, & be as meek & (ber- minded as a babe, ye 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, Thatis a word which 
«bould rouch you near , and make you ſtoop & caſt your ſelf 
down , and make your great {p'ritfall, I koow this will nee 
be eafily done ; but I recommend it ro you y as you tender your 
part of the Kingdom of heaven. Brother, I may from new 
experience ſpeak of Chriſtroyou : Oh if ye (aw in him what 
I ſee ; a river of God's unſeen joyes bath flowed from bank 
to brac over my ſoul, ſince I parted with you: I with I want- 
ed part, ſobeing ye might have; that your ſoul might be fick of 
love for Chriſt , or rather ſatiat with him : thisclay-idol , the 
world , would ſeem tro you then not worth a fig : time will cat 
you out of poTefſion of ir, when the eye ſtrings break , & the 
breath groweth cold , & the impriſoned foul lookerh out at the 
windowes of the clay houſe , ready to leap out intoerernity » 
what would ye then give for a lamp full of oyl? Oh feekir now. 
1 defire you, to correQt & curb banning , ſwearing » lying, 
drinking » fabbath-breaking & idle ſpending of the Lords day , 
in atſence fromthe Kirk , as faras your Authority reacherh in 
that Parish, 1 hear a man is to be thruſt in ro thar place, tothe 
which 1 have God's right : I know yeshould have a voice 
God's word in that : AF. 1: 155 16. totheend, & AR. 6: 
3»5. Y- would be loath that any Prelat should pur you our 
of your poſſeſiion carthly , an | this is your right, 1 writero 
your wife. Grace be with you. 


vAberd. March, 14+ Your loving Paſe 
1637. tor. S, R. 
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To the Lady HAL HILL, 


D Ear & Chriſlian Lady , Grace, mercy & peace beto you 
I longed muchto writeto your La: Fur row the Loid 
offering a fit occafion , I would not omit todo it: I cannot 
bur acquaint your La: with the kind dealing of Chriftto my 
ſoul in chis houſe of my pilgrimage, that your La: may 
know Chriſt 1s as go0d as he is called : For, at my firſt entry 
intothis triall ( being caſten down & troubled with challenges 
& jealouſics of his love , whoſe name & teſtimony I now bear in 
my bonds , ) 1 feared nothing more, then that I was caſteo over 
the dike ofthe vineyard , as a dry tree z but bi:fled be his great 
pame , the dry tree was in the fire & was not burot , his dew 
came down & quickned the root of a withered plant » & now 
he is come again with joy » & bath been ro tofeaſt his exil+ 
ed & afflicted priſoner with the joy of his confolations : now 
I weep, butamnotfad; lam chaftred » burIdic oor ; I have 
lofſe, but 1 want nothing : this water cannotdrown me , this 
fire cavnot burn me , becauſe ofthe pood will of bim that dwelt 
inthe buch. The worſt things of Chriſt, bis reproaches , his 
croſſe, is better then Egypt's treaſures, He hath opened his 
door, & taken in to bus bouſe of wine, a poor finer, & bath lf 
me ſoſick of love for my Lord Jeſus, that if heaven were at 
my diſpoſing , I would giveir for Chriſt , & would not be cone 
tent ro goto heaven, except | were perſwaded Chriſt were there: 
I would not gtve not exchange my bonds for the Prelars velvers; 
nor my piiſon for their coaches;nor my fghs for all the world's 
laughter : this clay idol, the world, hath oo great court in 
my ſoul : Chriſt hath come, & run away to heaven with my 
heart & my ove y ſo that neither heart oor love is mine: I pray 
God , Chiift may keep both withour reverſion. In myvxſti- 
mation , as I am vow diſpoſed, if my part of this world's cly 
were 10eped & (old, Iwovld think it dear of a diiok of wa- 
ter. Ice Chrift*s love is ſo Kingly , that it will nor abide a mar- 
row ; it muſt have athrone , all alonein the ſoul , & Ice apples 
bÞeguilc bairas , bowbcars hey be worm- caten 5 the moth _=_ 
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pleaſures of this preſent world make bairns belceve ren is a hun. 
dred ; & yer all that are here are but shaddowes : ifthey would 
draw by the curtain that is hanged betwixt them & Chriſt, they 
should think themſelves fools, who haveſo long mickend the 
Soa of God. I feck no more, next to heaven , bur that he may 
be gloriti-din a priſoner of Chrift ; & thatin my behalfmany 
would praiſe bis high & glorious name» who heareth the figh= 
ing of che priſoner. Remember my (crvice rothe Laird your 
husband , & to your ſon my aqua ntance: I wish Chriſt had his 
young love , & that in the morning he would ſtart to the gate , 
tolcek thar which this world knowerh not. &thereforedoeth nor 
{6k it : The grace of our Locd Lefus Chriſt be with you, 


Aberd, March. 14. Yours in his (meet Lord 
1637. leſs. S. R, 


——. 


To the right honourable my Lord 


-— = _7 > = mm 


Ripht bonourable & my very good Lord. 


Race , mercy & peace bero your Lo: Pardon my bold- 
aefs ro expreſs my ſelf ro your Lo; at this fo needful a 
times when your wearied & friendlefs mther-kirk is looking 
round about her , ro ſ-eif any of her ſons docth really bemoan 
her deſolation : Therefore, my dear & worthy Lord, I beſcech 
you in the bowels of Chriſt, pity that widow-like fifter & ſpouſe 
of Chriſt. 1 know , her busband is not dead; bur he ſeemerh 
to be in an other countrey , & ſcerh well, & bcholderh who are 
kis true & tender hearted fricads , whodue ventuce under the 
water to bring out to dry land Gaking truth, & who ofthe 
Nobles will caſt up their arm , to warde a blow off the crowned 
head of our Royal PR who reigneth in Zion, who will 
plead & contend for Jacob , in theday ofhis conroverfic. It 
is now time, my worthy & noble Lord , for you , who arcthe 
lictle nurſe fathers (under our — Priace) toput gn cou- 
þ nge 
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cage far the Lord Jeſus , & rotake upafallen orphan , (pcakigz 
out of theduſt, & to embrace in your arms Chrilt's Bride: he 
hath no more in Sco:land that is the delight of his eyes , bur 
hat one hitrle fiſter , whoſe breaſts were once well fashion. 
ed ; She once raviched her welbcloved with her eyes, and 
overcame him with her beauty ; She looked [orth 4s the 
morning , fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, terrible as an 
army wath banners Her ft iture was die the palm tra, 
end ber breafts like clufters of grapes & ze bald the Kino 
in his galleries, Cant” 4: 9 &6: 10, $7: 5, 7. tur 
now the crown 1s fallen [rom ber bead , and her g Id waxed 
dim , & our white Nazariies are become ich as the coal , 
Bleſſed arc they who will come our and help Chriſt againit the 
mighty : The :hield4s of the earih & the Nobles are debrers 
to Chriſt for their honour , & $hould bring their glory aud 
honour to the new Jeruſalem; Rev, 21:24 Alasthat 
reat men should be (o far from ſubjeftiog themelves ro the 
weet yoke of Chiiſt , chat they burit his bonds aſunder , and 
think, they dow not go on foot when Chnit is on hor. 
back * 2d that evervn 1d of C hiilt commanding as 4 King . 
is a load like a mountain of iron ; and therefore they lay » 
This man ih.ll not reigne over us » we muſt have another King 
then Chriſt in his own bouſe. Therefore kneel to Chriſt and 
Kiſs the Son and let him have your Lo: vote; as your a= 
lone Law-viver. Iam ſure, when you leave this old waftc 
" =p of this peri»hing life, and shall reckon with your 
olte, & depart hence and take shipping , & make over for 
etcrmity , hich is the yonder fide of time, & a ſind-glaſs 
of threeſcore chore yerrs is running out; To look over 
your shoulder then , to:hat which yr have done, ſpoken, & 
fuffered for Chriſt, his dear bride ( that he ranſomed with 
that blood , which is more precious then gold, ) & for truth , 
& the freedom of Chriſt's Kingdom ; your accounts «hall more 
ſwecrly ſmile & laugh upon you » then if you had zwo world's 
of gold to l-ave to your poſtciity, Omy dear Lord,confider thar 
our Maſter , eternity, judgement, & thelaſt op =o 
be. £292 us in the ewinckling of an cyc; The blaſt © = 
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1ſt trumpet » now hard at hand » will cry downzall Atts of 
Parliament , all the determinations of pretended Aſſemblies 
againſt Chriſt our Law giver : There will ve shortly a pro» 
clamation by one ſtanding in the clouds, ti.at time sthaZ7oe no 
».oresz and that court with Kings of clay hall be no More y 
& priſons » covhnemecants » fortcuurs of Nobles , wrath ot 
Kings » hazard of lands , houſ.s, & name for Chriſt , hall 
be no more. This world's ſpan-length of rime is draw 
now toleſs then half an inch , and to the point of the eycning 
of the day , of this old and gray-haircd world : And therefore 
be fixed & faſt for Chriſt & his truth for a time; & fear not 
bim » whoſe life goeth our at kis noſtrils, who (hall dic as 2 
man. I am perlwaded Chriſt is reſponſall , and 1:w-biding , 
to make recompence for any thing that is hazarded or given 
out for him: lolfes for Chriſt arc but our goods given our 
in bank in Chriſts haad. Kings carthly arc well-fayoured 
lictle clay gods and tin's-idols ; bur a fight of our inviliblo 
ing shall deery and darken all the glory of this world. Art 
:he day of Chriſt, truth Shall be truth, and ror treaſens 
Alas! it ispitiful , that filence , when the rhatch of ouc Lord's 
houſe bath take fice, is now the flower ani the bloom of 
court and ſtare - wildomz Aod to caſt a covering over a 
200d profeſſion , ( as if it bluched at light, ) is rhoughr a 
canny aod ſure way through this life: Bar the f(afclt way, 
I am perſwaded, is, to tine & win with Chriſt, &rohazar{ 
fairly for him; for heaven is but a company of Neble 
venturers for Chriſt. I dare hazard my foul, Chriſt hall 
row greeos and bloſſom as the roſe of Sharon yet ia Scos- 
{and ; howbcit now his leaf ſcemerh to wither, and his roov 
$0 dry up. Your noble Anceſtors have been inrolled a- 
mongſt the worthics of this nations as the furs friends of 
the bridegroom , and yaliant for Chriſt+s 1 bope z ye will 
follow on, to come to the ftrecrs for the ſame Lord; the 
world is ſtill ar yea & nay with Chiift; irshall be your glory , 
& the ſure foundation of your bouſe ( now when hots are 
tumbling down , & birds building their neſts, & rhorns & briers 
are growing up, where Noble did ſpread a table ) if you eogage 
© 4 your 
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your eſtate & nobility for this noble King Jeſus z with whom 
the created Powers of the world arc ftillin tops 5; all che world 
shall fall before him, & «( as God liverh ) every arm lifred up to 
take the crown off his royal head, or that refuſcth to hold it upon 
his head , $hall be broken from the shoulder-blad: the cyes that 
behold Chriſt weep in Gackcloth , & wallow in his blood , & 
will not help , cycnchele eyes hall rot away in their eyc-holes, 
O if ye, & the Nobles of this land , faw the beauty of that 
worlds wonder , Icſus our King , & the glory of him , who is 
Angels wonder, & heavens wonder far excellency ! Oh what 
would men count of clay-cſtares » oftimc-catcn like > of worm- 
earcn & moth-caten werldly glory , iz c-mpar:ſon of that faic- 
eſt, faireſt of Gods creation , the ſon of the F ather's dc lights. [ 
aye bur (mall experience of ſuffering for him; butker my ludge 
& witneſs in heaven lay my foul in the ballance of juſtice » it [ 
finde not a young heaven , & a little Paradiſe of glorious Come 
forts , & foul-delightin love-kiffes of Chiiſt , here beneath 
the moon, in fuffcring 4 him & his truth ; & char glory, joy, 
& peaces, & tice of love, 1 thouzht had been kept while (uper- 
time » when we shall ger leiſure to feaſt our till upon Chriit ; 1 
hare felt it in glorious beginnings , in my bouds br this prince- 
ly Lord Ieſas. Oh! it 1s my forcow y my daily pain, that 
men will not come & fee : 1 would now be azhamed to beleeve , 
that it should be poſſible for any foul to think , that he could be 
a loſer for Chriſt, luppoſ: beshould lend Chriſtche Lord ;hip of 
Lindſay , or (ome fuch great wordly. eſtate. Therefore my 
eporthy & Dear Lord, ſet your face againſt the oppolits of leſus, 
& let your ſoul rake courage to come under his banner, to ap- 
peare as his ouldier for him,& the bleſſings of a falling Kirk,the 
prayers of the priſoners of bope z who wait for Zions joys & the 
witl of bim that dwelt in the bus, & it burned not , hall 
with you. To his ſaving Grace I recommend your Lo: & 


your Houſe , & am ſtill Chiifhs priſoner , & 


oAberd, Sept, 7. Your Lo: obliged ſervant in his 
I637. ſweat Lord Jeſus . 3+ R, 
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To my Lord B OT D. 


My very honourable & good Lord, 


Race , merey & peace betoyou : I am gladrohearthar 
ve, in the morning of your shoct day » minde Chriſt , & 
thac y<love the honour of his crown & Kingdom. I beſecch 
your Lo: begin now to frame your love, & to caſt itia no 
mou!d bur one, that it may be for Chriſt onely 35; For when 
your loveis nowin the f:amiog , & making » it will rake beſt 
with Chriſt ; ifany other theo {eſus ger a gripofir, when ir 
is green & young, » Chriſt will be an uocouth & ſtrange world 
to you, Promiſe the lodgiog of your ſoul ficſt away to Chriſt, & 
ſtand by your firlt covenant , & keep to Lefus, that be may 
fade you honeſt. It is calic to maſter avarrow, & to (cr it 
right, ere the ſtring be drawn; burſwhen onceit tsshor & tn the 
air , & the flight begun , then ye bave no power at all ro com- 
mand it : It werea bleſi-d thing , if your love could now levell 
onely ar Chrift, that his fair FM were the black ofthe marke 
ye thot at; For when your loveis loofed, and our of your 
grips, & in its motion to fetch home an Idol, & hath caken 
a worish gading.journcy, toſcek an unknown & ſtrange lover , 
ye shall not then have powertocall home che arrow, oc tobe 
walter of your love z & yeshall hardly give Chriſt , _ 
ſcarcely have your ſelf. 1 ſpeak not this, asif youth ir felf 
could f:rch hcaven & Chriſt. Brlecve its, my Lord, Ir is 
hardly credible, wh.t a neſt ofdangerous rentations youth is,bow 
laconſiderat , foolish, proud , vain , heady , rashy profane, & 
careleſs of God,this piece of your life is; ſorhar the devil fiadeth 
11 that age a garnighed & (wept houſe for himſ(clf, & ſevcn de- 
vils worſe then himſelf yz for then aff:Gtions are on hocl-back , 
lotty & ſtirring ; then the old man hath blood, luſt, much 
vill, & lictle wit, and hands, feet, wanton eyes, pro- 
Line cars, as his ſervants , &as a Kings officers at command, ro 
come & go at his will;then a green coaſcicnceis as ſouple as the 
twig of a young treey it is for every way z every religion, every 
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lewd courſepreFilech withitz And therefore , O what a ſwerr 
couple, what a glorious yoke are youth and Grace , Chriſt & 2 
young may! This is a mecting not ro be found in every town. 
None , who have been at Chiilt, can bring back to your L o: 
a report anſwerable to his worth ; for Cluilt cannot b- ſpoken 
of, or commended according to his worth; Come & ſee 
is che moſt faithfull meſſenger ro ſprak of him, lirtle perſwa- 
fion would prevail where this were: It is umpoſſible 1n the 
ſert1 oar of Chriſt's love, ro he s & paſſ: OvrcT tiuth's line: 
The fiſcourſes of Angels, or Loye-books written by the 
congregation of Seraphims [ all their wits bring conjoyu- 
ed & melted in one] would for ever br 1n the nether lide 
of truch, & plentifully declaring the thing as it is « The 
inkoitoeſs, the boundleſacls Ma incomparable excel. 
lency that is in Jeſus, is a great word, Col fend me, if 
it were bur the relicques & leavings , or an ounce weight or 
ewo, of his matchlefs love ; and ſuppoſe I never got a- 
nother beaven , [ providiog this bleſled fire were evermore 
burning. ] I could not but be happy forever. Come hinher 
then , and give out your money wilcly for bread : Come 
here and beſtow your love, I have caulc to fprak this , bee 
cauſe except ye enjoy & poſleſs Chriſt, ye will be a cold friend 
to his ſpouſe 5 For it is love rothehusband that cauſcth kind- 
neſt ro the wife. I date ſwear, it were a bleſſing ro your 
Houſe , the honour of your Honovy , the flower of your 
Credit , now in your place, and as far as yearc able, tolend 

our hand, ro your wecping Mother , even your oppreſ- 
ed and ſpoiled Mother - kirk. 1f ye love her, and beſtic 
your ſelf for her , & hazard the Loydsbip of Boyd for the re» 
coyery of her vail, { which the ſaviting-warchmen have 
raken from ber ,] theo ſurely ber hucband will ſcorn to fleey 
in your common or reverence: Birs of Lordchips are little 
to bim » who hath many crown:s on his bead , & the Kingdoms 
of the world in the hollow of his hand. Court > Honour, 
Glory » Riches, Stability of houſes , Favour of Princes are all 


oth his goger cads. O what glory were it ro lend your 
Fa 1 bonow 
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honour to Chriſt, and to his Feruſalem, Ye arc one of 
Jions born ſous ; your Honourable and Chriſtiaa Parents 
would venture you upon Chriſt's errands: Therefore | be« 
ſeech you by the mercics of God, by the death and 
wounds of Jclus , by the hope of your glorious iaheritagce, 
and by the comfort & hope of the joyfull preſence, ye would 
have at the water»lide, when yearepurtiog your footin the 
dark grave , take courage for Ch:ilt's riuth, & the Hooour 
of bus foe Kingdom, for howb.ir ye be a young flower and 
green before the lun , ye know not how ſoon death will cauſe 
you calt your vioom , and withcr root and branch & leaves: 
And ih ccfore write up what ye have to doe for Chriſt , and 
make a treaſure of good works, and begin in time 2: by ap+ 
pearance ye have the advantage of the brac : fee fwhar 
ye can doe fur Chriſt againſt theſe , who are waiting while 
Chriſt's Tabernacle tall, that thry may run away with the 
boards thereof, ant build their o:ſts on Ziows ruzncs : They 
are blinde who Ire not lowns now pull: g up the Rakes, & 
breaking the cords , & renting the curtains of Chriſt's ( ſomos 
tices ) beautifull Tent in rais land, Annchbrift is lifting 
that rent up"upon his shoulders and going away with it, & 
whca Chriſt & the Golp 1 are out of Scotland, dream not 
that your houſes $hall thiive, & thar it +ball go well with 
the Nobvles of the land, As the Lord liverh , the ſtreams of 
your waters shall b-come pitch, acd the duſt of your land 
brumſtome , and your land shall becone barmng pitch, & 
the Owl and the Karcn chall dwcll in your houſes , and 
where your tabl: ſtoud , thre $hall grow briers, & nettles: 
I/a. 34: 9, i1- Th. Loid gave Chriſt and his Goſpel asa pawne 
to Scotland , the watChmen bave fallen foul, & loſt their part ot 
the pawne ; & who ſeth nor, that God h ith dryed up their right 
eye, & their right arme , & hath broken the +hepherds Raves » 
& mea acc ereading in their hearts upon ſuch yalavoury f(alts 
that is gaod for nothing el.e, If yethe Noblcs pur away the 
pawne alſo , & retuſcto plead the comroveriie of J'on with the 


rofeſſed enenyes of Jeſus » ye have done withit, Oh where 
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is the courage & zeal now of the ancient Nobles of this land , 
who with their (words, & hazard of life, honour & houſes Drought 
Chriſt ro our hands f And cow the Nobles cannot be but guilty 
of choulderiog our Chriſt , & murthering of the ſouls of the 
ſterity , if they chall hide themfclves , & larkin the lee tide 
of the hill, vill che wind blow down theremple of God. Ir 
goeth now under the name of wiſdom , for men ro caſt their 
cloak over Chriſt & their profeſſion , as if Chriſt were ſtolen 
goods , & durſt not be avouched; chough this be reputed a piece 
of policy ; yet God eſtemcerh ſuch mento be but Srate-/ools & 
Court pooks, what ever they,or other Heads of wit like ro them, 
chink of themlelves , fince theic damnable filences is the ruine of 
Chrifts Kingdom. O butirt be trac honour , & glory ro be 
the faſt fricnds ofthe bridegroom , & to owne Chriſt's bleediog 
head , & bis forſaken cauſe; & recontend legally y & in the 
wiſdom of God, for our (weert Lord Jeſur, & bis K ingly crows. 
But 1 will beleeve your Lo: willrake Chriits honour to heart , 
& br a maninthe ſtreers (as the Propher ſpeaketh ) for the Loid 
& his truth. To hisrich grace & ſweer, preſence, & ths evers 
laſting conſolation of the promiſcd comforter 1 recommend 
your Lo: & am 


Aberd. Sepr. >, Your Lo: in his ſweet Lord 
1537» Jeſs, 5. R. 


To my Lady Boyd, 


My Very Honourable & Chriſtian Lady. 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I received your 
letter, & am well pleaſed , that your thoug hes of 
Chaſt ſtay with you, & that your purpole ſill is, by all 
mcans z to take the Kingdom of heaven by Violence , 
which is oo (mall conqueſt , and it is a degree of 
warchlulneſs & rhankfalack alſo, ro obſerve Nlerpincls & 
— navy " a 
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unthaokfulneſs : we have all good cauſe te complain of fallc 
light, that playerh the thicf, & ſtealerh away the lantern, when 
it cometh to the praftice of conſtant walking with God 2: our 
journey is ten times a day brokenin ten pieces: Chriſt gerterh 
but onely broken & halfed and tire4 work ofus, & alas toe 
often againſt the hair.+ 1 have been ſomewhat neerer the bride- 
groom ; bur when Idraw nigh, & ce my vileneſs , for shame 
| would be out of his preſence again z but yer defire ofhis ſoul- 
refiesbing lov ey putteth blushing*me under an arreſt. O whar 
aml1, ſo loathſom a burden of Gios ro ſtared befide ſuch a beauri- 
full & holyLord, ſuch an high & lokty one, who inhabirtcth ererd 
niry? bar lince ir/pleaſerh Chirſt to condeſceod to ſuch an one as 
me , let shamecfaftneſs be laid afide, & loſeir felf in bis con 
deſcending love. 1 would heartily be content to keep a cor- 
per of the Kings hall: Oh if I were at the yonder end of 
wy weak delires 1 theonshould I be where Chiiltwy Lord, & 
lover , lives & rcigns; there 1 should beeverlaftiogly ſolaced 
with the light of his face y & ſatisfied wich the ſurpaſirng ſweer= 
neſs of bis matchlcfs love; But truly now 1 ſtand inthe nc- 
ther fide of my deſires, & with a drowping head, &panting heart , 
| look up tofair Jeſus, ttanding 2 far of frem us, while corrup- 
ton & death (hall ſcour & refice the body of clay, & rot out the 
bones of the old man of fin $ In the mean time, we arebleſled 
in ſcndzng word rothe beloved, that wt loveto love himy and 
till chcn there 15 joy in wooing , (uiting , lying about bis houſe, 
looking - 10 at the windows, & {endiug a poor fouls groans & 
wishes thorow 2 hol: of the door to Jetus , rill God ſ.nda glad 
mectivg 3; And bleſſed be God , thataftera low-cbbe, & fo fad 
a word, Lord Jeſus it i; long fince I ſaw thee, that even thenyour 
wings are growing, & the abſence of (weer lefu: breedech a new 
a -ccc of deli1 25 & longing: for him : I know no man hath a val- 
V<r crols ; but the crofs is made of that which God will have ir, 
Bur verily, howbeir ut be no warrantable n atker, to buy a croſs ; 
y.t I darenot fay, O that 1 had liberry tofcll Chrifts croſs , 
leſt therewith alſo 1 should fell joy z comfort , ſenſe of love ; 
paticnce & the kind viſits of a bridegroom : And therefore blet- 
{:4 be God , we get crofles unbought & good cheap, Sure{l 
am 
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2m it were berter ro buy croftes for Chriſt , then to (ell chem; 
howbar neither be allowed ro us : And for Chrift's jorfill com. 
ipg & goiog » which vour La: fprakerth of, I bear withit. »+ 
Jove cao prroit + it should brenongh rome, if I were wi, 
that Chriſt will have joy & ſorrow halfers of the life ofthe 
fajets, and that ezch of them chould have a hare of our 
daycs , as the night and the day art kivdly partners & half. 
ers of Time, & take it vp berwix! them : Fur if forrow 
berhe precdieft balfer of our dayes here, 1 Koow joy 's day 
«hall dawn, & do more then 1ceomprnſe all our fad houry, 
Les my Lord Jeſus ( fince he will &o fo) weave my bit 
and fpan-length of time , with white '& black, well and 
woe, with the bridproom's coming and his fad deparrure, as 
warp & woof in one web x; & ler the roſe be neighboured 
with the thorn , yet hope (that maketh nor azhamed) 
hath written a letter and lines of bope to the mourners in 
Zion, that it «hall nor be long fo: when we are over the 
watet , Chriſt chall cry down croltes, and up heaven for evecr- 
more, & down hell & down death, & down fin, & down 
farrow, & up gloty, op life, up joy for evermore : In 
thic hope , I fleep quictly in Chriſ''s boſome, while he come, 
who is not flack; & would Nleep ſo, were it nor , thar the 
noiſe of the devil, & Sin's fret , & the cryes of an unbelcev- 
ing heart awaken me 1 but for the preſent , I have nothing 
whereof I can accuſe Chriſt's croſs, Oh if I could pleaſe my 
ſelfin Chrift oncly ! 1 hope Madam , your Sons will improve 
their power for lefus ; tor there is no dinger , neicher is 
there any queſtion or juſiling berwixt Chriſt & Avthority, 
though our enemies fallly fire the queſtion , as if Chriſt 
and Authority could not abide under one roof ; the quel- 
tion onely is berwixt Chriſt and men in Avthorry : Autho» 
rity is for & from Chiiſt, & fib ro him ; how then can he 
make a plea with it * Nay the truth is , wormes & Gods of 
clay , are riſen vp avainſt Chriſt, 1f the fruit of your La: 
Womb be bclpers of Chiiſt , ye have good ground to rejoyer 
in God, All your La: can expe for your goodwill of 
me & wy Brother (a wiooged firanger for Chiift) is the 
prayer3 


Fpiſt, 41. Letters. 
prayers of a priſoner of Jeſus, to whom 1 r:zcommend 
{ 4: & houſe & children, &in whom Iam. MADAM. 


Aberd. Sept. V. Your La: in Chriſt. 
10639. S he 
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To the Lady Culrep. 


MADAM. 


Race, mercy & peace beto you : Idarenot ſay I wonder 

that ve have never written to me in my bonds, becaufe 
lam not ignorant of the cauſe; yet I could not but write co 
vous; 1 know not » whether joy or heavinels in my foul carri- 
eth it away: (orrow without any mixture of ſweerneſs, hath 
not often love t' oug hrs of Chiiſt , bur I fee the devil can infi- 
nuat himſelf , & ride his errands upon the thoughts of a poor op- 
prefied priſoner, I am wor, thar | am making Chriſt my un- 
friend by ſceking pleas againſt him , becavſc 1 am the firſt in the 
Kingdom put to urter filence , & becauſe I cannot preach my 
Lord's righteouſneſs in the great congregation : 1 am not» 
withſtanding the leſs ſolicirous how 1t go, if there be nor 
wrath in my cup. But 1 know, I but claw my wounds,when my 
phylician hath forbidden me: 1 would belcevein the dark upan 
luck's head, & rae my hazard of Chriſt's goodwill , & reſt on 
this that in my fever my Phyſician is at my bed-fide , & that 
he ſyrparhizerb with me when I figh, My borrowed houſe, 
& another man's bed & fire= ſide , & other lofſes have no room 
in my ſorrow : a greater heat to eat out aleſs fire, is a good 
remedic for ſome burring. 1 beleeve when Chriſt drawerh 
blood , he hath ekill co cur the right veioe , & that he hath taken 
the whale ordering and diſpoting of my ſufferings. Let 
him turour me, & tutouc my crolles , as hethinkerh good: 
there is no danger nor hazard, in following ſuch a guides 
howbeit he shonld lead me through hell,if 1 could pur faith fore- 
maſt, & fill the field with a quier 0o- waiting , & belceving to ſee 
the alyation of God , 1 know, Chriſt is nor obliged to ler me ſee 
Carney ron or n=” ww 


9C M: RoutnanryoorD's Epilt. 47; 
both the fides of wy croſs, &turs it over &overgthatl may ſee all, 
My faith is richer co liveupon credit , & Chriſt's borrowed mo-« 
ey, then to have mach in my hand. Alas! I have forgotten that 
fairh in cimes paſt hath ſtopped 2 lek in my crazed barke, & hath 
Glled my fails with a fair wind: I ſee it a work of God, that expes 
riences are all loft, when ſummonds of improbation, to prove cur 
Charrers of Chrift ro b* counterfit , arc raiſcd againſt poor ſouls, 
in their heavie trials;bar |:t me be a fincers& work then the chief 
of fiovers, yeaa guilty devil, I am ſure my welbeloved is God : 
& when I ſay Chrift is God , & my Chriſt is GoJ, Ihave ſaid all 
chings, I can fay no more. [ would I could build as mack 
on this » my Chrijt is God, asit would bear , I mightlay allche 
world upon :t; I am ſure Chriſt untried, ard uotaken- 
up in the power of his love, kindneſs , mercics, goodneſs 
wiſdow, long-fuffering & greatneſs, 15 the rock that dim. fight« 
ed travellers dasb their foot againſt > & ſo ſtumble fearfully. 
But my wounds are foreſt, &paine me moſt,v hen 1 fin agaioſt his 
love, & his mercy: & if he would! ſer me & wy conſcieuce by the 
cars together, & reſolve not torid che plea , bur ler us deal it be- 
rwixt us » my ſpirting upon the fair face of Chiift's love & mer- 
cies» by my jealouucs z unbelicf, and doubting, would be 
cnough ro fivk me. Oh , ob , I am convinced O Lord, 1 ſtand 
dumb before thee for this: Let me be mine own Iudge in 
this » ard 1 take a dreadfull doom upon me for it ; 
for 1 ſtill misbelceve, though 1 bave (cen that my-+ 
hath made my croſs, as if it were all Cryſtals fo as 
1 can fre thorow it Chriſts fair face and heavens and 
that God hath honoured a lump of fGofull feth and blood , 
the like of me , to be Chriſt 5 honourable Lord priſoner. 
I ovght to eſteem rhe walls of the theeves. bole (if 1 were shut up 
init ) or any ſtinkiog dungeon, all hung with rapeſtiie & moſ? 
beauriful, for my Lord,leſus ; & yet 1 am not ſosbut up, bur 
that the ſun shinerh upon my priſon , & the fair wide beaven 1s 
the coveriog ofit. But my Lord in his ſweet viſirs hath done 
more ; for he maks me finde, that he will be acoofined priſoner 
with me: helicth down, & riſcth up with meg when 1 figh, he 
Ggheth ; Whea I weep , he ſuffereth with me 3 & 1 confeſle 
here 
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tance in'Clift tretp nic g "16 pay my Utbe Flo, reall 
praiſes to Chiiſt-my Lord, Wiadam , let me chafge you inthe 
Lord -aryewithantwer ro him, "help merorhis; which 


prefſions of his loving kindneſs ) ro ſer on bigh Chriſt » to hald 

1n my honeſty at bis -hands , for T hry6nothing ro give him. 

O that [darrelt & comprilcmy love & my heaze for alll. 
lam 4 SIT have no _—_ fee goods bao ford 
Chriſt, fave zhaz: nt is both the whole hetitage I baye & all my 

movables befides; Lord give the thirfly m.m 4 drink, Oh toþe ge 
ver the cars in the well! Oh tothe (warteriag, & ſwithmi yer 

head & cars, in Chrift's love} 1 would not have Chrtte4 a 

epteriog 1n me, but 1 woold enect ip7oO ut __ be allowed 

o! that loye., Bur, 1 ce not my felt bers » for [ I py 
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ues 
n ighrbrg _ rich , [17 we Were we » | | 
Lo ld out, o'y #jrhered binds ro Chit, & Tearn ro. ſuit , & 
ſect, ny & k10ck, | ov wy ; ( va2t9on ror Chriſi lory?. 
I ow ir ro Corilt, & dctrethar my bell, y$ ape þd) 1 Ic 
vcu timcs ba:ter then the old hell, michcbuy proffs before 
% CY WRC: , 
men and Angelsro my Loid Icfus ;Þ:oviding alwayes I've 
fcc of Clu 0 hatred & gi{ leaſuce. Whar an Lode Filet. 
& & {old 10 foul & body, ,to have my rea; & royall Kio "ſet 
0 bigh, aud cxtolled above all —T Aw th td, 
bave him Kt , & alfthe world far, Hr begeath the ſolgs of hife 
Cert ! Nat , 1 deftrye not to be the mate: r Hik prai & » far 
[fs to be an 9go04 bp prailing, of him: * Yur he can win his owa.. 
Jory out pf rae , & out oſcne worſe then I ( if ay ſach be 
F, lac bo boly Myxſty (6 is doe; he knowerh tat I Xt is 
4 > "4 Oy © —_——_=—_ 
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pow fluerriop bi. ' Mad om Yet me ba |; ; wye 

hae the proyers & bieffhy of in that | 
"Grace , Griet b witb you? \*-7 2 a? 


+1 ep ; | = 
F re erg, Inct'rs.,, , Your on inbis ſaeet 
- +8637». + ,. ,Lordleſurs $1 Rh 
- - 214.1. Ts the Earle of Caſiills, 
My very Nable & bonourdble Lord, 


make bold ( out ofthe honourable & Chriſtin report I hear 
ofybur Lo': having no orber thing roſay , bur thar which ' 
concernethy the honourable cauſe , which the Lord hath cnabl id” 
your To: wo profeflc) to write this . that it is your Lo: crown, 
yodr glory, & your honourto ter your +boulder under the Lords' 
fory, how Fltiog ro the ground, & to back Chriſt now, when 
Ea binkit wiſdom, 10 Itt Vim fend for bimſdf. the shields 
of tlie an ever did , & doc fill beleeve, rhar Chriſt is a cum- 
berſory belgibour , & that ft is 2 pain'ro held up his yea's , & 
ndyt* They fear he rake thiir chariots ; & then Erownes , & 
thelt Kdhour fiom them ; - Bit 'nyy Lord fanderk jn need of 
ode "ofthem all: Bur ir if your glory ro Chriſt & his bu- 
ried traith ; for ler men ſoy what they pleaſe, the plea with Son's 
ervciuſcs , i this day of Lycob*; trouble, it , Tf Chrift thould be 
King , & no, mough ſpeak lawes bur by? It concerneth the 
applc of Chrilt's eye , & his royall priviledges, whar now is de> 
bared : .& Chiift*s Kingly bonour is come rogee » & nay ; Bur 
let me tr pardoned, my dear & Noble Lord , to beſeech you by 
the meicits of God, by the cooforts of the Spirit , by the 
wounds of your dear Saviour z by your compearance before 
the Iudge of quick. & dead, to fiand for Chiiſt, and toback 
bim- Oh if the Nobles had done their part, & ber zealous 
for the Lord, it had pot beco' as itis nov x; but men chiok 
it wiſdom 16 haad beſide Chrift, rill his head be broken » & 
fig dumb. There is a time coming when Chiiff will haves 
thick court » & be will be the glory of Sculard, & he thall 
2 a diadem, agailand» a fral upon his heart, & a ring 
| on 


'e 


Ppift. a4: © © ©  Latterii '' / 9” 
69 his finger, of theſe , * who have tvogcked a 
fichleſſe generatioh t- Howbeir , ore that come » from 
the Lord is ordaiotd for this land, My Lords Thavecarfſt rh 
write this to your Lo': for | dare nor conceal his kindneſs rothe 
foul of an aMiited , exited priſoner + Who hath more cauſe 6 
boaſt in the Lord, then ſuch a Soncras I } Whoam faſted 
with the confolations of Chriſt, & have nopain in my {i 
bor rhe pain of foul-fickneſs of love for Chiift , & ſorrow 

I cannot get help to (ound aloud the high praiſcs of him , whe 
hath heard the f; hing of the priſoner y & is content ts lay the 
head of his oppreſſed [crvant in his boſome}, upder his chinne* 
& let kim feel the ſmell of his garrmeats This I bebooved & 
write » that your Lo: might knpw ; Chriſt is as _— 
is*called ; & roreſtihero your Lo: the canſe, your Lo:- bow 
prof (erh before this faithlels world, is Chriſt's; & your Lo2 
thall have nv +hamegf it. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March, 14; Your £0: obliged Servans;” 
S, 


1937. 


' 
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To the much bonoured 
JOHN OSBURNi; 
Proveſt of Ayr; ) 
Much bonewred Sir , 


Rrace mercy , & peace be to you! Upon out ſmall 36% 

quaintances & the _" report I hear of you , 1 —_— 
but write to you 7 1 baye nothing to ſay; bur Chriſt, in rBatks 
nourable place he tiath put you n, hath iheruſted you with adeav 
pledge, which is his vie apt rr per aifged _ with;Bis { 
tokeepthe pledge, & make a good accpunt of it ro God. Be noe 
af: aid of men; Your maſter can mowe down his enemies, & maks 
withered hay of fair Rowers : your rime will oor be long ; after 
your aficrnoon will come your evening, & afterevening nights 
erveChriſt,back himzlet his cauſe be your cauſe;give hot an hai 
beeadrh of eruth away; fot it is nor yours, but God's: theny finte 

os Gu yo» 
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004 & . faithſull ſervant . His well done 
2s. worth 2 5þi full of Gaod-daves & exthly honours, I have 
cauſc,to ſay. this , - becauſe 1 Ende bim .cruth it 1d; In. my 
fad-dayes » - Chriſt laugherh chcerfullys & faith » AU will be 

ef... Would to God » all chis Kingdom , & allthar know God, 
_ 5 what is berwixt me & Chriſt in this priſon, what kiſſes, 
embraccments » & love-communings : 1 take big crob is jm 
armex with joy , 1 bleſſeir, I rejoyce 10 it : ſuffering for Chrit 
is my gayand g 4 would aot exchange Chriſt for een rhouſand 
worlds; nay ( if the gampariſoo could fiand ) I would nor 
exchange Chriſt ke why Sir , pray for me , & the prayers 


&: blefing of 2 priloger of Chriſt meer you , in all your ficaits. 
Grace. be with you, 
Aberd March. 14. Yours in Chyift Ieſus bis 
1549 + Lod. $. R. 
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To ROBERT GORDON 
. Bauliffe of Ayv 

Wovrghy Sir, 
Race, mercy & peace be to you : Ilong to hear from you 
in paper. Kemember your Cheij's ſpeeches on his deaths 
bed : I pray you Sir {Il all , & buy the Pearle; enne will cur you 
bom: orlds glory;.. Look what will do you good , whey 
_— eshall be run out , & ler Chrift's love bear moſt cgury 
is, Gar ſoul  & that court will þcar down the Tove of other 
things : Chriſt Eckgth your belp io your place, give him your 
ad." Who hath more cauſe ro cncouage others roown Chriſt, 
J haye* for be hath made me fick of love , & Iefe me in pain 
wa wieltle with his loyc,&love is like ro fall a ſwogn,through Ls 
abſence; 1 mean rot that he deſerteth me , 6c thag 1 am «bbe 
of comforts ; but sbis is an uncoutb pain. Oktharl had an heart 
& a laveto render to him back agaio! O ifpripcipalicies & 
Fowers, throncy & domnlauy » & al the world , world bely we 
p wW 


£ oing» take,Chyiſt's ceſtificat- with you our S4F 
es Wd Jour 
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To JOHN KENNEDY, ... 
Bailiffe of Agr. 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you: Your nor wricing 
come, cannot binde me up from remembcing you, now 
& then , that at;leaſifye'may be a witocfs/& a third man, to bee 
hold in paper , what 1s berwixe Chriſt & mc. I was ih bigeyes 
like 3 young Orphan z wanting known parents', caſter our ia 
the open fi:lds ; cicther Chriſt bzhoved co, rave me up, Þe t 
bring me home ro his houſe and fire-tide , elſe 1 had dycd iorhs 
fields; & now, I am homly with Chiilt's love, fo char T 
think the houſe mioe 6wn, & the maſter of the houſe mine al 
ſo. Chrift enquiretnort when he began to love me, wherhep 
[1 was fair , otblack, & fin « burnt?” love rakerh what it chay 
have. Heloved ot before this tint , I know; bur how 1 hav 
the Rower of hislove: his love is cometo a fair bloom , li 
a young roſe opened ap Our of the green heaves » & ir caſtezh a 
ſirong & fragrant fame}l.” I watt aocbibng bur ways of <xpref- 
fing Chriſt's love : 'A full veſſel would havea vent. O if I could 
ſmoke our, & caſt out coaJes, tomake a fire in many breſts afth#® 
land! Oh! its a pity that there were not mavy impriſgne 
ed for Chrift , for noocher » butto write books & 
love - ſongs of the love of Chriſt. This loye would kecpall 
created roogues of men & Angels in exerciſe, & buſes tughs 
& day , to ſpeak ofit. Alas! Ican peak recbiog of it, GUT 
be 4 at three things in his love. Firft, Freedome. O 
thar lumps offin"chould ger ſuch tore Docking 1} Se- 
condly » The Sweetneſs of his love , 1 give over ciches to (peak 
or write of it ; but theſe char feel it may bertec dear witaclhs 
—_—--:-- 


L_ 


% " 
A Mr RuTggnqoon D's A - oh 
iris brig fs aq eo Choi hi ' 
Lam cogecd it : yi A eonla lies mol (hee qp- 
'F en Chrilt's lore, & fredapon no ocher thing : pug 
ai ove giveth a low, ie doth ſoul goods a kinde 
\ofcomfort & joy reit ; to get a cuff with ltelovely , ſweet , & 
foft hand of Leſus. And Thirdly, what & ftrength us in 
iz loref Lam perfwaded it can climb + kill ;- & heltupon 
it's back , & ſwim rhough the warer & nor drown, & fing ia 
be fire & finde no pain , triumph in loſles, priſons , ſorrows, 
Exile » diſgrace ; & laugh & rejoyce in death. Oh for a yeer's 
leaſe of rhe ſenſe of bis love without a cloud , to ery what Chriſt 
3 ! Ob for the coming of the bridegroom ! Oh when will 1 
ſee the bridegroom & the bride meet 10 the clouds, & kifle cach 
other | Oh when will we get our day & ovuc hearts fill of chat 
Tore ! Oh fie were lewfalce complata efobe famine ; & waat 
of thatlore of che immediar viſion of God 1 © time, time, 
how dock thog torment the fouls of theſe , chat would be ſwal- 
lowed up of Chriſt's love, becauſe thou moveſt ſo ſlowly | Oh 
ifhe would pity a poor priſoncr , & blow lore upon me , & give 
3 priſoncr a taſte, or draught of thar ſur gfocnacly (v ch 
is glory azic were )to be a i100 , that Chriſt & 
1 hareour fill of orher for ever | Come hither O love of 
Chriſt, that | may once kiſſe thee before | die: what would | not 
ve, to hare time; that licth berwixe Chriſt & ac taken our of 
oo, wmdts + ar aþ 1.5 yr ng ar the facſt 
Hgbr 1 chall (ce of moſt lovely & faireſt facc. love shall come 
grate two cycs,&fill me with aſtonichement; 1 would but de- 
re to ſtand at rhe yrrer fide ofthe gates ofthe new Feruſalem » 
@ look thorow 2 hole of thedoor, & fee Chrilt's face : a bor- 
revecd yifioo in this life would be my bocrowed & begun heaveo, 
while the long, long looked-for day dawn. It is not for oo= 


thing chat ir is ſaid Colef, 1. 27. Chriſt in you the bope of 
| ——_ perro v0 pawaee of heaven bur Chriſt him + 

: Chriſt by faith bere is young heaven, & glo- 
ry inthe bod: If I hadthar pawne, 1 woul? bide hocaing & 


ure of glocy ; 


fell bath, ercl gave iragain, All we have here, is (carce che 
4 Should a 205 vs yaung baires Joag & Jook 
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rea. ik ing ene chives nom ann LO. «-. 
£ '2 ey 
beyg opioce & love-gifts , & thebrideg room's Exyoure , 
Ks mare zi Jotk Crumbe & a7 
Chriſt's loye » 10 keepthe Cat howes inecchink bale 
ſupper rime.'l know , iris far afternoon, and oigh tht mdrnage- 
ſupper of the Lamb, the table is. covered alreadyc (OO) welbe- 
loved rua, run ft 1. © fair when vill 'thoudawa'! © 
thaddows flec away ! I think}, hope & love- warts. thorow 
other , makt our abſence from Chriſt (piritaal-rormene « In 
is a pain to wait 09, but hope that maketh gor azhacacd (vallow- 
eth up that paig, ic is not unkiodacſs that keepeth Child 
& us lo _ aſander. What can | fay to Chrilt's lore? 6 
thiak more rh n1can Gy :; Tocoalid:r, that when my Lord 
leſus muy take the air (if | way fo freak) & go abroads 
yet he will k-coavcd & kceptac prifon with me : burio all 
this (w<ct communudn +ich kin, what am 1 to be thanked for? 
| am but a {:T:cir; whethcr I wiltor nor he will be kind ra 
me , asif hb: had J-ticd my guiltineſs ro make him uokiod 3 ſo 
he bear oth biy love 04 me. Here 1 dic with wondering , 
that juitice 14 +c.h 105 love ; For there are none in hell, nos 
out of a. ll, mare uvaworthy ot Chrilt's love, Shame may cap- 
found 41d (car me; ouceto hold up my black mouth, rorecdve 
one o: Canft'; anieſayed kifles, If my inner - tide were rurn- 
ed out » & all men ſaw oy vil-nels, rhey would ſay ro mos 
It is 4 :hame for thee ro ftand ſtill, while Chriſt kiſs thee & em< 
brace thee t It would feemro-become me rather to run away 
from his love » as achamed at my own voworthineli. Nay'I 
may think ehame totake heavea, who have fo ET I_ 
my Lord lefus ; But fecing Chrift's love will fhawe me , T 
am content to be chamed, My defire is, rhat wy Lo d would 
we me broader & derper thoughts, to feed my («If wirh-woae 
ing at his love? 1 would | could weigh it x but 1 have Be 
ballaace for ir. When | have worn my —_ tothe ſtump, in 
prailing of Chriſt, 1 have done nochiag ro him, I muſt let hiar a- 


lone , for my withered armes will not go abour his high, wide, 
long and broad love, What remaincth cheo , bug that my 

debt to the love gf Chriſt lic uapaid for all xarniy. All that 
| Gs 4 _- 


£ emaſtall be Dy our: toge: ivr » & the blofling 
or.heaveo- fgllof Dyvours) #hdll.ceſt for ever wpoartern. ON 
. this Lind & Nation would cothe & ſtand bride His incoo- 
- Ceivable 6&glorious perfottions; & book 1n, & loves wonder, & 
- adore! would to God, | could bringho many lovers to Chinit's 
' koufe{; Bur this Nation hath forſahen the faout aim of Lin 
earers / Lord calt not water 0a Scertand”; coal, Wor, iba 
be ro this Lavd, becauſe of the day of the Lord's fierce anger, 
that u (o faft coming. Grace be with you, 


«Aberd. Your affeFronat Brother, im our 
| Lord Feſis 1 ET. R. 


— — 
— — ——— 
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To JOHN KENNEDY 
Bailifſe of Ayr. 
Worthy & Dear Brother. 


Com mercy & peace beto you: Ilong to fer you in this 
Northern world, in paper ; | Know it is not forgertulucis 
thar ye wricenot: 1 amevery way in good calc, both in (oul & 
bady , all konour & glory be ro avy Lord : I want nothing bur 
« further revelation ofthe beauty of the unknown Sou 0! God. 
Fiches 1 know nor what Chriſtianity is,or we have tinted a axc#- 
arc of ſa adby unce weights & no more , .upos holinels , & 
there we avcat aſtay , drawing our breach all our life : a mode» 
racion in God's ways' now » is much in requeſt, Lprofcls ,, I 
have never taken paigs ta inde aut him whom my ſoul loverh , 
rhereisa gate yet offinding out Chriſt, that I have neycr lighced 
wpon. Obif I cogld finde it our ! Alas, how ſoonarc wepleaked 
with our own chaddow in aglaſs | It were =_ to be begia- 
ning in fad carneft to finde our God , & to 'feek the right tecad 
of Chrift tice, cuſtome , & 4 good opinion ofour (elves , 
our meaning » & our lazig deſires y our fair thowes, & 
the world's glikeriog laſters , & rheſe broad paſccmaents _ 
N 2, 
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OM 
k:9gas ep achg iqrhe Kick, is rhacogherewith 
et ves: a watered bed with tears » oy 
throat with praying, cycs as a fouurajn pt rears c fins ofthe 
Land, is nn be fone among, v5 Oh pi w the po - 
wer } T his is at@part 0fnfy caſe, Rt other ir, 
1, ike 200k, ooce fammoned Chrift for unkindad#, & tom- 
plained of bisfrokelnets & uneanſtency,” becauſe be would have 
no more of my ſervice nor pre ; & had cuſte# rar our dt 
the inheritance of che Lord 1 Andi confeſs now ; this was but 
- a boughr plea / & | was a fool; yerhe hath born with me” L 
gaye hae fairadvantage againlt me 4 but love & mercy would 
po let bunaaakeeir: & thetuh is + now he hath-chided tnmlelt 
freads withme 5 '& hath cakew away the mask , & hacts renewed 
his wootret favour, in fucha manncr y that he hath pad '\memny 
bundred-fold imubis lije 5 & oneto the havdred, The prifams 
my banquering bouls , | am handled ſoftly & dehearlys as a 
diced chalde 2 Law nothing bebinde {1 ſee) wirh Chat; be can 
in 2 monerh make op a yeers loſſes ; & | write chiszo you, thar 
I may entreat y nay , 'adjure & charge you, by the lovo of our 
welbeloved, ro help me to praiſe, & ro rell all your-Chriftian ac+ 
QU4intance'to hep me ; fort am as deeply drow oct in hub deve, 
as any Dyvour can be : & yet inthis fair fun- blenke, I fave lom- 
thing to keep me from ſtartling, or being cxaked above mea- 
lace. His wordis a fire chut up in my bowels, & Lam weary wirh 
forbeariag <- the miniſters in chis Town zre ſaying ,' 4hey<hall 
have my priſons changed into laſs bounds , b*caule they fee God 
with me : my mecher hath born me a-man of coarention, oae 
that Rriverh withthe whole carth. The lare wrongs & opprefii- 
onedone to my brother Aceep my fails low; yer'l defic crofics to 
embarke me'1a (ach a plca againſt Chriſt, as 1 was troubb» 
ed with of laze 2 1 hope ro overhope & overbelerve my troubles 
| have caute cow to traſt Chriſt's procaile, more then his gloom. 
Remember my hearty attction ro your wife, My foul 13 grievid 
or the ſucceis of our brethrens journey to New- , bur 
| bach ſo.newhat co reveal, that we (ee not, /Gracche with 
you. Pray for the prifoncr. 
Aberd, Jan.1. r647- Yaouws in his wnrly. Lord Jeſus. 3. R. 
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goo [M' RuTHpgpgonD'ss Epitigg. 
Toe MARGARET" BA'LANTINE.* 

_ IfoxXnngir=an tenet. 
(=> & prace be unjo you : It irmorethen time 
; that { should bars written zo you; but it is Jergood time, 
it L could belp your ſoul 30 @end your paces :& to go more 
ſwifily royour heavenly countrey ; for traly yr have oced 10 
make all baſte becauſe the; inch of your dey that remaiocth 
will quickly (bp away ; for wherber we ficep or wake our glais 
runnah , the tide bidecb go man : Beware afa beguile iv-che 
maccer al your ſalyatioa ; woe, wor for eycrmoretothem, that 
boſe that prize , for what is bebinde wben the foul is once loſt, 
bur chat tnocrs warme thei bits of clay-bouſes ac afire of thar 
evn kiadhng, for a day or two, which doeth rather fuftoca 
with it's {moke, then warwethem , & at keagth they lic down 
io ſorrow , & are clothed with everlaſting chame? 1 would ſerk 
no further macaſure of faith to begio withally then to beleeve 

& ſedlaſtly the doQrine of God's Juſtice , bis all»de- 
yourag viath & everlaſtung burniag , where overs ace burnt 
ſoul & body , in a river & great lake of fice &brimftonc: Then 
hey woald wich ao more goods, but the thouſand part of acoid 
fountain-well co coole their rongue; they would then buy death, 
with enduriog of paio & torment for as many yerre, 35 Gol nw 
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| created drops of rain fivcerhe creation: but there is no marker in 
buying or (clog lic oc death there: Oh! alas the greacelt part 
his world £49 to the place of chat torment rejoycing& davcing, 
cating, drinking & ſleeping. My counſel to you i » that ye tae 
is time to be after Chriſt 3 fur if ycgoc quickly , Chrilt is por 

far before you : Ye hall moan x, O Lord God, wha 
is fnecdfull as this » Salvation , Salvirien t Fic upon this con- 
demned & foolish world, that will gire fo lictle for Salvavion, 

Oh, if there were a freemarket of al vation proclaimed, in that 
day , when the trampet of Gad'shall awake the dead, how many 
bugers would be then f . God (cad me no more happineſs , but 
that Salvation, which the blinde world { ro theirereraall wo: 
lececrh Clip throvgh their fiogecs : Thuefore loakif ye can giv 
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141d h Cha. g 5: 3.) for bread, & 
oxy men Gl ge heaven 2 ieadey & _ 
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bairn's-part of goods ſaus are hanting for here: 14s 
Moulinks following th: chaſe , & in the purſuir of ſuch thi 
while in che mcan time they loſe the blailing 3 & when all 
doe , they have caught nothiag topoſt for ſupper, bur lie down 
hungry z % belides rhey gocto their bed (when they dic) with« 
out a candle , for God faith rothemy 1/«: 50; tr. This 5þall ye 
have 48 my band , ye ſhall lae down in ſorrop . And eruly this 
is as ill made a bed £9 lie upon > as 02E could with: for be can 
not 1:ep ſoundly, nor rel (weerly >» who bath forrow tos bis 
pillow. Rouze, route up therefore your ſoul, & alk how 
Chriſt and yoar ſoul met together : | amy, ſure, chey never got 
Chriſt, who were not ance lick atche yak of: he hearr for hum: 
100 109 raany whole ſouls think they have mer with Chriſt, whe 
had gever a weatied night for the wane of him: Bur alas, 
what richer are men, that they dreamed the laſt nighc chey bad 
much gold, & when they awokein the morning they Cu 
it was buta dream ? whar ate all the finners inthe world, id chac 
day when heaven & erthohall goupin a flame of fire, bura 
number of beguiled dreamers © every ooe 5ball fay of bis Kunfs 
ing & his conqueſt. Behold it mize a dream: every man igthar 
day will celbbis dream. | beſevch you in the Lord lefas, beware, 
beware of unſound work, inthe marrer of your (ilyarion:ye may 
not,ye cannotye dow not want Chriſt: Then after this day £69 
veen all your lovers before your ſoul: & grrerhem their leave, && 
ſtrike hands with Chriſt , that thereafter there may be ns bappi 
neſs ro you but Chriſt , nohunring for any thing bur Chriſt, no 
bed at vight { when death cometh) bar Chriſt z Chriſt » Chrilt, 
who bur Chriſt? 1 know this mach of Chriſt , He is aorilito 
be fouad , nor Lordly of his love ; woe had been my part of 
it for evermore , if Chriſt had made 2 dainty of himflfro me 3 
but God be thanked, I gave nothing for Chriſt , & cow 
(- before men & Anpels , Chriſt cannot be exchanged » 
Chriſt cangot be fold, Chriſt cannot be weighed: Where 
would Aogels, orallche world, finde 2 ballancero weigh bins 
in ? All lorers blush wheo ye Rand befide Chriſt, r__ 
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AM lorebur the [oye of Chriſt, Hung, huoge for cyermore, 
þe opon all heavens bur Chriſt, Sherme , shame for evermort, 
bt all glory bur-Chbriſt's glory-' 1 cry death , dearh s ny 
a lifes, bus the life of Chriſt, O what is it that holderh us 
det ! O that once we could have affair meeting. Thus recom» 
enendingChrift ro you, ad you to him for cycrmore: Freft, 
Gracc be with you. . 

Aberd. 1637, Yours in his ſweet Lord 

Jeſus. 5. Rs 
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To JONET KENNEDY. 
Loving & Deay Siſter, 


Race» m*rty and peace be upto you : I received your 

lerte: : | know » theſayour of Chri io you (chat the vit- 

24s love tofollos } cannot be blowen away with winds cither 
om bell, oc che evil (mclled air of this pollured world : Sur 

Lair aback from hc walls of this peſt-bauſe, even the pollutions 
of this defiling world, Keep your taſte » your leye and bope 

ia heaven; ut is not good , your love & your Lord should be 

intwofundry conntreys, Up, upafter your lover, that ye & 
he may bcrtogether, A King from heaven hath ſent for you , 

- fary he shewerh you the new Feruſalom , & taketh you 
F: in rhe Spirit, thorow all che calſc-rooms , & dwelling» 
houlcs in heaven , & faith , All theſe are thine, this palace ts jor 
'#bee & Chriſt; & if ye oaly had beeathe choſen of God?, Chriſt 
would kave built that @uc boulc for yoaand himſelf Now, u is 

Hr you & many others allo; rakg with you in yoar journey what 

ye may carry with you, your conſciences faith, hope, paticnce, 
meck:ecls, goodocls , brotherly kindneſs; for ſach wares as theſe 

are of great price , io the high & new countrey 4 whither ye 

$9: As for ot hee may that are, but the world's vamey 6 
eras, flace they are but the houſe, ſwtepings » ye 'shia)l = 
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Epiſt« 49; Letters. 5 - * | 
ba not - FOR with you; ye found them here, hk 
them here, & let them keep the bouſe. Y our Sun is]vell turned, 
& low : benigh your lodging againſt night. Ve goc ene & 
o2cs out of this great matket , till che cown be empty, & rhe 
twolodgings Heaven & Hell be filled : Ac length there wilh be, 
nothing in the carth, but toom walls & burnt asbe'y & therchorg 
it.is b:ſt ro make away. Antichriſt & his Maſter are buficta 
plenizh Hell , & to ſeduce manyy & Stars, great Church. lights, 
ace falling from heaven y & many are milled & teduced, & make 
up withtheix faich » & (llrher birb-righr » by their hungry 
hanting ſar 1 know not, what. Faſten yaur. grips faſt upon 
Chriſt. I vcrily «ſteer him rhe beſt aughethat I Dave; Hei 
my ſceond in priſon ; having lam ug wy crols were as 
kcavie as ten mouvrains of ron , when bg puutath bis ſweers 
choulder under me & ig » my croſs 45. but a feather. I pleaſe my 
ſelf in the choice of Chriſt, he is iy waile , in heaven & earth; 
| rejoyce that he is in heaven, beforeane: God ſend a joylull meer 
irs ; & inthe mean rime the traviller's charges for the way b 
Lacan, a burden of Chrifts love vo ſweeren the journey, & wn 
eocourage a breath lefs runner » for when 1 loc Ereath, chuwbiug, 
up the mount 1in, hemaketb pew bicacth, Now , toe very God 
of peace eſtablizh you to the day of lus appeagance, | 


Aber d. Sepr. 9, } our: in hit. onely Lord S 
16437 Jijis » Se Bs - 29 
FTE ta thay —— A 
1% 
To MARGARET REID. 1 
140 
My wer, Dear & worthy Siſter , a ry 
- 81 


Race , meigy &.prace betoyou: Yeare, tiyly bleſſed of 

the Lord , however aſowte world gloom aperyou, if ye 
continue 17 the farth, grounded & ſerrled, & be not moved away 
irags the hope of the Eelpeb. Lis good, thareis a braven » 
& 


rro/ Mr Rutnrxronond's Fpilt. 49, 
Kit is not a gight dream or a fancy It is a wonder that men deny 
wot thar there 15 a heaven.as thoy deny rhere is a way ro it, bor of 
weris haking : You bave learned of Chiif , that thereis a hea. 
ven z coorend for it, & contend for Chriſt 5 bear well & ſub. 
eigively the hard croſs of this Pep-mother torld , that God 
will not have to be gorrs, Ieovfeſs, it is hard, & TI would 
F were able ro eaſe you bf your burthen , Bur beleeve me , 
this world, (which the Lord will nor have to be yours) is bur the 
dro(s , the refuſe & ſcum of God's creation , the portion ofthe 
Lotd's poer bired ſervants: the movrables , not the herirage ; 
2 hard bone caſter t6 the dogs holden cut of the hep Feruſalem b 
whereupon they father break their reerh, then ſarisfie their appe- 
rite: It is your farhers*blefring, & Chriſt's birth-right, rhat our 
Lord is keeping for you; & I perſwade you, your ſecd alſoo 5hall 
ioheririthe earth (if that be good for them;) for that is promiſed 
to them, & God" boo is as good and betrer, then if mer. wauld 
give every oncof thery a bond for rhouſan.! rhouſands Ere ye 
was born, ciefl. s in rumber, mezfurck weight were writren for 
you,& your Lord will lead you rhorow them: make Chriſt ſure,& 
the blefrings of the earth $hall be ar Chriſt's back. 1fre many 
profeſſors for the farhion follow on ; bur they are profefiors of 
glaſs : I wou'd cauſe a little koock of perſecution ding them is 
ewenty pieccs » & fo the world chonld laugh at the shcards: 
Therefore make faſt « ork, feethar Chiift lay the ground-Rone 
eſyour profefiion ; for winde & rain & (peats will nat wath a 
way his bualdiog :; his works bave nozshorter date then ro ſtand 
for evermore. I sheuld twenty times have periched in my 
eflition, if 1 had nor, leaned my weak back, & laid my preſving 
burthen both upon the /Jone , the ſorymd +rion- ove , the corne 
ey-flone lard in Zion: & 1 defire oc ver 10 11 off this fone. Now 
the very God of prace corfirm, & cſtabli h you urro the day of 
the bleſied appearance of Chriſt Jelus. God be with you. 


Abcrd, Yourr in bis deareſt Lord 
| Jeſur, 5 Ke 
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Epiſt-y6 ' C1 55 Latin? A | xr 
TeJAMES BAUTIE! 


Loving Brether. 


Race,” mercy & peace be unto * (I received 
C., lerrer, & a Ad rom thanks for the fanze bur 1 tos 
tice ro arfwer all the heads of iss as the bearer can inform 
you,  f, Yefloe wellto take your ſelfar the right ſtor , when 
ye wrong Chriſt by doubring & misbeleef; for this is to 
nick-name Chrift'& terme him a liar , which, being ſpoken t6 
our Prince; would be hanging or heading ; bur Chriſt baogeth 
not alwayes fot treaſon : It is good rhat he may regiſtrar a be- 
lecvers bond a bundred tines, : more then ſeventy rimes aday 
havelaw againſt ue,” & y<rheſpareth us, ar a man doeth bis ſon 
that (ercerh him: No render keatted mprher, who may bave law 
to kill her ſacking childe, would pur in execution that law. 2.For 
your Kiliygs, even when ye haye a fer rryſt with Chriſty & when 
yehave « fair ſexhy alvattage,by Feeping your appointmenr with 
kim » & Salvatiog comedi to the very paſſing of the ſeals, 1 
would fy two things, 'r, Concluded & Tealed Salvation may 
gorhrough & beended , ſippoſe ye; write your name tothe rail 
of the Convenent with ink that can hardly be read : Neither 
thiok } &yer any man*s Salvation gall the ſcals ,'/ burthere was 
an odde tri br Nip , in leſs or mere, Opon the fools patt , who 
is infeofted jn* Heaven. In the moſt grave & (crious work of cur 
Salvation, 1 think Chrift had ever good cauſe ro langhar our 
vllivefs, & ropur on us bis merits, that we might bear weights 
3. Itis a ſweet law of the new Covenant » & a priviledge ot the 
vew burgh', thar cicizens pay according to their' mears; 
the new covenant faith not , ſo much r 1 Ft by cxnce wtightss 
& nol, under the pain of damnation : Chriſt taketh, as poor 
gen may give; "where there is a mean portion » hc ls contend 
with the Itft, jf thre be fneEerity : broken ſuromes & little 
ſeekleſt Bbedicnce will be pardoned y & hold the foot with him s 
kbow ye not, char our kindly Locd retaincth _—_— old hear 
ett Hebredketh not « braifed reed , nor quenchtth the ſmoak.. 
bag f4x:bur if the wind blow,hc holderh his hands about it;till ie 
2 Oe riſe 


riſe to a lame: Lay, cometh on wuhthreg Oyes's, with 
all the hcart , bob the foal,” wht Dry TO renpth: 
& where would poor folks, like you & me, farnich all theſe ſum-+ 
mes ? it fcareth me, ( pay it is moſt eerrkin } tht #the pay. 
meat Were comecout ofour purſe z when we should put ous, 
hand ig out bag » we would bringourt the wind, ar ware: $ur- 
the mew Coyennt feeketh not beap-mene nor ſented abedicnce, 


as the coodition of it ' þecaule, forgivenels. hath Joya, 


place, Hence 1 draw this covclaufion : To han »ADALELTS 
twizt Chriſt & us go back, ſor want of he aſurg, is a piece 
efold Adaen's pride » who wor) 2 Fay 4 ny hat payment 
ar nothing : We would Qu) 6h) Yo 1n.our Common a & buy 
his kindncis with our werjzs , for begoerly pride 4s Der/l*;e 
beneſt , & blusheth to be 1n Chriſt's. copmon, & ſcarce iverh 
God a gremmercy & a litted cap C except it.be ahe Phariſee's yo- 
Jucky- Ged I thank thee fore bowed knee t9 Chit: ;r will, 
awcly givca good day org good-day again ; & He difſcmb!e 
hi kind ocls, a5 12 were - ia Jets, ſor bo PIER tin earneſt 
ſpurncth withybchegls » & ny eh -lot "IS &careth rot. 
rwuch for Cjnaſt's kipdnels.2 ſhe willgor he friends Jerhim-gos, 
ſaich pride: brwaie of this if icf, when Chrilt ati him- 
folk ». No auarvell then of x dipciiogs, » 167 be you, be 
in the Corggant or not? For Pride maketh lopls. wark of. 
the Coyepagr of price: & will nc let Chriſt be full "gale, 
makes.;. Toſpcak to you paxticularly & Shogly.,.. 7. Wk 


c 
1uly, e4arcd caunot Hererminady tcl - yay «be. meaſure 
ct x Yee becauſe Chriſt begionerh Ld rt Lan 
& t« cth into heir heart , cre the wit of thepyiely cs, & beco, 
nach boincly with them, with little din or noiſe. L gra » 
rgaey.arc bliodedyin rejohciog in a good cheap conyerfion, that 
never colt them a lick night 5 Chills phys » pgs Ty 
4: cam pan them ; Burt for that 1 would ay; it orhes arkes 
Ge found , that Chriſt is indeed comein, noe ea aik 
kim IF; auſc be will oot anſwer , Lord Jeſus, how fot 
tt > in as. dot r or window ? Make hica welcome fines 
he is come. The wmd bloweth iphere it lifleth ; All:bc,yarld's 
wit cakipot perfectly reader a reaſon » why the wied should FO 
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Epiſt. Fo? Letters.' tx 
moneth 1n the caſt , fix weeks poſſibly iu the*weſt : & rhe 
onely of an afternoon is the ſouth or north * Ye will nor 

oat all the nicks & ſteps of Chriſt's way with a ſoul , doe whar 
ye can ; for ſometimes he will come 1n Repping ſoftly , liks 
one walking beſide a Nlecping perſon , & fliprethe door, &ler 
pone know he was there. 2. Ye objet z Therraly regenerag 
shauld love God for himſelf ; & ye fear that ye lovehim more 
for his benefirs ( as incirements & motives tolove him) then fos 
himſclf. 1 anſwer, To love God for himfclfasthe laſtend, 8 
alſo for his benefits, as incitemens & motives to love him may 
ſtar] well rogether ; as a ſon loveth his mother , becauſe she is 
his mother , howbeit she bepoor ; & heloveth her for an a 
allo: I hope ye will not ſay, that benefits are the onely reafon 
& bottom of your love ; it ſcemerh rhere is a better foundation 
forit: Alwayesif a hole beinir, ſow itupthorgly. 3, Ye 
feel nor ſuch mourning in Chriſt's abſcnecy as ye would, I ane 
ſwer,Thar the Regenerat mourn at all times, & allin alike mea- 
ſure for his abſence, 1 deny : There ar: different degrees of 
mourning lc{s or more , as they have leſs or morelove to him , 
& leſs or more ſenſe of his abſcace: Bur, xt. Somethey muſt 
have. 2+ Sometimes they miſs not the Lord, & then they 
cannot mourn, howbeit it is not long ſo: Ar leaſt, iris nor al+ 
waycs ſo 4s, Yechallenge your ſelf, that owe truthes fnde 
more credit with you then ohers, Ye do well; for, God is 
trucintheleaſt, as well as inthegreatcſt, & he muſt be (o ta 
you; Ye muſt not call him true in the one page of the leaf , 8 
falſe in the other ; for our Lordin all his writtings never contra 
dited himſelf yer , although the beſt of the Regenerat hava 
ſlipped here; alwayes labour ye to hold your freer, 4. Coms 
pariog the eſtate of onetruly Regenerat ( whoſe heart is 4 Teme 
ple ro the Holy Ghoſt ) & yours ( which is full ofuncleanneſs 
& corruption) ye ſtand dumb & diſcouraged , & darcnor ſomes 
times call Chriſt heartſomely your own, I anſwer, Thebefh 
Regenerat have their defilemeors , & (if I may ſpeakſo) theig 
draff-poke, that will clog behindethem all their dayes; & wask 
a they will » there will be filth io their boſome : But ler nog 
this put you fromthe well. 2. 1 anſwer » Albcir there be ome 

H OUNCcee 


2uvce weights of carnality, and ſome ſquint laok, &6r eye in our 
veck ro an idol, yer love 1n it's own mealure may be ſound; for 

lory mult porific and perfeCt our love, it will never till theo 
be abſolucly pure: yer if the idol reign, and have the yolk of the 
heart, and the keyes ofthe bouſe, and Chriſt onely be made an 
aoderliog to run errands , all is not right ; therefore examine 
well. z. There is a twofold diſcouragement: one of unbleef, ro 
concluds, and make doubt of the concluſion, for a morein your 
eye, and a by-look to an idel;this is ill. There is another diſcou- 
ragernent of ſorrow forfin, when ye finde a bv-look to an 
idel : this is g00d and a marter of thankſgiving; therefore exa. 
eine bere alſo. 5. Theafluranceof Jeius's love yeſay, would 
be the moſt comfortable newes that ever ve hard; An That 
may top twenty holes , ard looſe many objeftions : T hat love 
hath tellivo init, Itrow. Ohthat ye knew and felt ity as 1 have 


done! I wisbh you a thuce of my fraſt ; ſweer , ſweet hath it * 


beento me, If my Lord had not given me his love, 1 would 
have fallen thorow the cauſey of Aberden . ere now : Pur for 
you , hing on , your fcaſt is nor faroff ; y* $ball be filled, ere 
go , thereis as much in our Lord's pantry , as will farisfic 
all his bairns , and as much wine 18 bis cellar , as willquench 
all rboir chirft: hunger oo} for there is macat 10 hunger forChriſt: 
Gore never from him » but fash him { who yer is pleaſed with 
the importunity of hingry ſouls ] with a dish-full of buogry 
defires , rill he fill you 5 and iFhedelay , yer come not yr away , 
albeit ye sbovld fall a ſwoon at his fret. 5. Yecrave my 
minde , wherher ſound comture may be found in prayer z 
when conviction ofa knowp idol is preſent. I anſwer « An 
idol + as an idol , cannot ſtand with ſound comfort ; for that 
comfort that is gotten at Dagon'”s feetzis a cheat or blea- flumme, 
yet ſound comfort and convittion of an eye to an idol, 
may as well dwell rogerber , as reatsand joy : But ler this do 
youno ill, I ſpeakit for your encouragement , that ye may 
make the beft out of your joyes ye can, albeir ye finde them 
mixed with motes. 2+ Sole conviciony ifalone withour re« 
morſe and grief, is not enough, therefore lend it a tear y 
if ye dow win at it, 7. Ye queſtion, when ye win to 
MOore 
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more f-rvency ſometimes with vour neighbous iQ prayer, rhen . 
vour alone, whether hypocrilic be init, ornottf anſwer, If 
this be alway*s , no queſtion a ſpice ofbypocrifie is in it, which 
would be cak-o head to; bur poſſibly defettion may be inpri« 
vat , aud preſence in publike , and then the Caſc is cleat, 3: A” 
i: of applauſe may occation by accident a rubbing of s cel". 
heart » and (o hear and life may come ; 'bar it is not theytoper® 
capſe of that heat : hence God of his free grace will ride tis 
eczanJls » upon our ſtinking corruption; bur corruption tis bit in 
meer occalion and accident ; as the playing on # pipe fteindved 
anger from the propher, and made him trer 9 prophefige? 
2, King. 3: v- 15- 8. Ye complain of Chrilt's shore viſits, rlize* 
ke will oot bear you company one might, but when ye lie down? 
warm at night, ye riſecold ar m—_— Anſ. | canoot blame 
you [nor any other, who knoweth that (weer gueſt) ro bemoan 
tis wthdrawings, and ro be moſt defirous of his abode & come 
pany ; for he would capriyat and engagethe affection of any 
creature, that ſaw his face; ſince he looked on mey& gave mes 
fight of bis fair love, he gained my heart wholly , and gotaway 
vith it: Well, well may he brook ity he shall keep it long , erel 
ferch it from him. But 1 shalltell yau what ye thall do : treat 
him wcll, give him the chat: and the boird- head, & make him 
welcome to the mean portion ye have 3 a good ſupper & kind 
entertainment maketh the gueſt lovethe1iaves the better; Yet 
ſometimes Chriſt hath an errand clſewhere, for meer trial , an 
then,though ye give him king's-chearghe will away; asis clear? 
in deſcrtions for meer trial , 2nd not for fin. 9. Ye ſeek the dife , 
ference betwixr the motions af the Spirit, 1 their leaft meaſure, 
% the nartral joyes of your own heart, Anſ. Azagan cantell, 
ifhe joy & delight in his wife, as bis wife; or ifhe deligbe & joy , 
in her for ſatisfaction of his toaſt; bur hating ber perſon, .& fo lo- * 
ving her for her flesh,s & nar grieving when ill befallerh her: ſo 
will a man's joy in God , and his whorish naturall joy bediſco-" 
vered z if he ſorrow for any thing that may ottend that Lord, *, 
it will ſpeak the fingleneſt of ys love tahim, 10, Yeaskethe., 
reaſon, why ſenſe overcomerh faith Anſ. Becauſe] ſenſe is more: . 
naracall ; and. neer of kin to onr own ſelfich and foft nature. Ye , 
| H 2 azke 
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keke » if faith in that caſe be found  iAn/: Ifit be chaſed away, 
Fe is neither ſound nor unſound , becauſe it is not faith 5 bur 
it.cqight be & was faich, before ſenſe did blow out the at of be. 
leaving: Laſtly, yeaske what todo, when w— are born 
Inupon you, & ſenſe of impenitency:for fins of youth, hindererh 
applicacion. I anjprr , If ir be living ſenſe , it may ftand with 
epplication; & in thus caſe, pur to your hand & cat your meat in 
Gal name: iffalſe, ſorthat the fius of youth are not repent. 


e&d of , then as faith & impeuitency cannor ſtand together , fo 
richer that fenſc & application can conliſt, Brother , excuſe 
brevity ,. for time fraitnerh me , that 1 get nor my minde 
Ghid in rheſe things, bur muſt refer that to a new occalion?, if 
God offer it, Brother » Pray for me. Grace be with you. 


Abetd. Yours in his deareft Loyd 
I637. Jeſus. S. R. 


$3, 
| 


Proveſt of Ayr , now in Ireland. 


Much koanoured Sir. 


FyRace, mercy & peace be unto you : I long to hear from 
you , being now removed from my flock, & the priſoner 

of Chriſt at Aberd ; 1 would not have yours rhinkir ns 
thar your journey to New Ergland bath gotten ſuch a dashy 
Jt indeed hath made my beart beavic; yer Lknow it is no dumb 
providence, bur a ſpeaking or, whercby our Lord (peaketh his 
mindetoyou, though for thepreſent ye doe not well under» 
Nand what he faith : Howeveric be, be whoficterh upon the 
' foods hath shown you! his marvellous kindneſs in the great 
depths:1 know your loſs is greatz& your bope is gone far agaicf} 
au 2 Bur T cntreat yous. $17, expound atight our Lord's laying 
alt hinderances, in the way: I perfwade my (clf, your beatr aim- 
erh at the foorſtcps of the flockyto feed belide the shepherds tents, 
2 | & rg 
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& to dwell beſide him whom your foul lovechy & that ir ot rs 
deſire,to remain in the wilderncſs, where the woman 1s kept rod 
the Dragon 3 & this being your delice, remember that 2 poop 
priſoncc of Chriſt laidir ro you, that , That miſcarried journey 
is with childe to you of mercy & conſolation ; and sball bring 
forth a fair birth, and the Lord sall be midwife to the birth ; 
wait on, be thas beleevth makerh not haſte, Iſa: 28. 16, 1 hopa 
ye have been askiog what the Lord mcancih » & what further 
may be his will , in reference to your return; my dear Brother » 
let God make of you what he will, be will cnd all with conſolatts 
on, & shall make glory out of your {uffcrings; & would ye wish 
becrer work ? T his water was in your way to heaven, & written 
in your Locd's book , ye behooved tocrofs itz & therefore kiſfe 
his wiſe & unerring providence 3 Let not the cenſures of men , 
who [ce bat the out tide of things{ & ſcarce well thatÞibate your 
courage & rcjoyciog in 1! 2 Lord ; howbeit your faich (cer bur 
the black fide of providence y yet it hath a bertrer fide » & God 
Shall let you (ce it» Learn to beleeve Chriſt better then bis 
ſtroks » himſclf & his promiles berter then his gloomes: dashy 
es & diſappointments are not Canonick ſcripture; fightio 

for the promilcd land,ſeemed to cry to God*s promiſe, thou lyeff. 
If our Lord ride upon a ſtraw , his horſe shall neicher ſturable 
nor fall,Rom. 8, 28. For we know that all things work togethey 
for good tothem that love God, Ergo, shipwrak loſſes &c: work 
together far the good ofthem that love God : Hence I inferrey 
that loſles , — » ill rongues  loſlec of friends , 
houſes or Countrey , are God's work mens ſet on work, to works 
out good to you , out of every thing that befallerh you: len 
not the Lord's dealing ſeem harshy, rough, or unfacherly 2 
becauſe it isunpleaſant ; when the Lord's bleſſed will bloweths 
crols your defires, it is beſt in humility to ſtrikefailets him g 
and to be willing to beled any way our Lord pleaſetk : itis a 
point of denial of your ſelf, ro be as if yc had ng awil, but ha# 
made a free diſpoſitien of it to God , & had fold it overro him g 
& to make uſe of his will for your own, is both rruc holineſs fe 
ror eaſel; progeryy hapw go why cha heed oukiogonet 
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this, but yesball know it bereafter: avd what I write to you, 
avriteto your wife , 1 compaſſionat ber caſe; but intreat her n0; 
xo fear or faint;tbig journey is a part of her wildernehs to heaven 
and the p— , and there arcfewer miles bchinde : it is 
pecrer the dawning of the day toher, then when she went 
our of Scotland : 1 would be glad to hear , that ye and $hic have 
1 1-77 and courage in the Loid. Now as conc:rning our 
: ; Our Service-book is ordained by open proclamation & 
\ ©: *rum pet to beread, in all the Kirks of this Kingdom: 
Ou: | +144 .re to meer this moneth for it & our Canors,”and 
fox a © ecurCiliition berwixt as and the Lutherians. The Pro. 
# ſſors of Airdeme Uniterſitic are charged rodraw up the Arti 
cics ofao Uniſorm ContTount hut Reconciliation with Popers is 
renee ; this ir the day of Facoo's Vifitation : the waves 
Aion mourn ; our 5 Id is become d'm ; he ſum ir gone dnrn 
«pon car Propha:: « Gry wh 4, but nzick er ro fan not to c! 
anſe, 's coming upor, this ;anc * andall our 1115 coming tf: om 
'chemalciplicd rraoſyre(.tovs of this lan{ , & from th: fiicods & 
Jovers of Babel amongſt us, 7-7: 31: 53, Thewiolence done to 
me & my flech bi upon thee, Babyl: n, thall the inbabitar.ts * Je 
on /ay, CT mv blood upon the tnhabitants 0/ Caldca, Shall Jerus 
ſalem. ſay, Now for my (If, I was three daycs before the High 
Comi”" cn, & accuſcd of treaſon preached againſt our K ng: A 
Miaiſter briog witneſs went well nigh tofwear it ; God bath 
fayed me from their malice. x, T1 hey have deprived me of my 
a 2. Silenced mc, that I exerciſe no part of rhe 
Mijciſteriall fanftion within this K/rpdom , andci the pain of 
Rebellion. 3. Confined my perſon within the town of Aler- 
den > where 1 finderhe Miniſters working for my coattnemen! 
in Caithneſſe or Orknay » far from them ; becauſc foe prople 
Here will:og co beedified) refort ro me, Army firſt entry , 
Y had heavie challenges within me, and a rowre fenced [ but 
I hope not in Chrift's nawe Þ wherein i; 'was afſened , hat 


ew Lord would have yo more of my ſervice , and was tied of 
anc: And like a fool 1 Jirnmontd Chriſt dlfo for uakindneſs, 
- @y ſoul fynccd &! duſt comor:,& id, what ailed Chriſt at 

me, for] defired to de fthjel in bit hoyttchus in my rovings 
4 k 
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and{miſtakiags,my Lord Jeſus beſtowed mercy on me ,' who am 
leſs then the leaſt of all ſaints. I lay upon the duſt , & bowghs 4 
plea from Saran againſt Chriſt, & he was content ro (ell ir, but 
at length Chriſt did show hiafc If friends with me, & in mercy 
pardoned & paſt my part ofir,& onely eomplaiacd, that a court 
thould be holden in his bounds, without his own allowance: now 
I paſſe from my compearance;dc as ifChiiſt had done the fart he 
hath made the mends , & returned to my foul ; 1o that now his 
poor priſoner feedeth on the feaſts of love: my adverſaries kaow 
not, what a courtier I am now with my Royal! King, tor whoſe 
crown 1 now ſuffer: ic is bur our (oft&lazic Ach that hath raiſcd 
an ill report of the croſs of Chriſt, O ſweet, ſweet is his yoke? 
Chriſt's chains are of pure gold; tuffc; ings tor him areperfumed: 
I vould nor give my weeping, tor the Jaugiuing of all the four- 
teen Prelats. | would not exchange my ladaecls with the world's 
joy, O lovely x lovely Jclus , how (weet maſt thy kills be , 
when thy croſs ſnelleth ſo ſweetly ! O ifall che three King 
doms bad out of my love leaft , and of che comfort of a dited 
riſoner. Dear Brother , 1 charge you to praiſe for me, and ſcek 
kelp of our ac qua utance there, to help me to praiſe: Why 
chould I ſorher Chuiit®s honeſty rome: my heart israken 
up with rhi-, that 'my tilence and lufferings may preach; I 
beſeech you 1n the bowels of Chriſt co help me to praiſes Re- 
member my lovein Chriſt to your wiſezto My Blairg& My Lis 
ving ſton, & Mr Cuninghame : let me bear from you, for Lam 
anxious what rodoe: It 1 ſaw a ca!l for New- Enpl aud, I would 
follow it. Gracebe with you: 


Aberd. 1637. Yours inour Lord Teſus, 
- 2 R, 


To JOHN STUART 
Proveſt of Ayr. 
Much honoured and Deareſt in Chrift, 


(nn mercy and peace from God our farther &. Famous c 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be upon you : [3 xperied [p6, Fooere 
| 4 - 
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of a letter to a priſoner from you, ere now. Iam here, Sir, pur. | wn 
ing ofi a part of my inch of time , & when I awake fiſt iothe} » 
morning [ which is al wayes with great heavincſs & ladne(s)] this } th 
queſtion is brought ro my minde, Am ] ſerving God or not: } ir 
\Not that I doubt of thertruth of chis honourable cauſe, wherein } £f& 
1 am cogaged, f | dare veaturein ro eternity & before my jud« | c: 
ge,that I now ſuffer for the trurk; becauſe that I cannot endure | ar 
that my Maſter » whois a free-born King, sbould pay tribute } m 
to any of the shiclds or por- sheards of the earth: Oh that I could |} G 
hold the crown upon my Princely King's head with my flatull } m 
arm » howbcir it should be iroke from me in that ſervice from }F 5 
the sboulder blade) but my cloſed month , my dumb Sabbarhs, | ,, 
the memory of my communion with Chrift , in many fair, fair | 61 
dayes in Anwoth [ whereas now my Maſter getteth go ſervice 
of my tongue as then} hath almoſt broken my faith in two hal. | © 
ves; yet in my deepelt apprcheniions of his anger, I ſcethorow | , 
a cloud that I aro wroag » & hein loveto my foul hathraken F ,. 
up the controverlie berwixt faith & apprehenfions, and a decrer 
is paſt on Chriſt's fide of it, & 1 ſubſcribe the decrer: The Lord flo 
& cqualin his wayes » but my guilrineſs often overmaſtererh 
my beleeving : I havenot been well koown , for, except as to "I 
n out-breakings,l want nothing of what Fudas & Cain had; 
oacly he hath been pleaſed ro prevent me in mercy, &rocaſt | 1, 
me into a fever of love for.himfelf , & bis abſence makerh my | 
ſever moſt painkull; & belide, he bark yidred my foul, & water- | x: 
ed it wich his comforts ; bur yer I have not what I would ,Jthe | ;- 
want of reall and felt poſſeflion is my onely death; I know | xc 
Chriſt pitieth mein this. Thegreat men my friends » thatdid | ,. 

for me, are dried up,like winter -_— of water: All ſayzno deal- 
ing for that man, bi; beſt will be, to be gene out of the Kingdom: 
ſo I fee they tire of me 3; but beleeve me, 1 am moſt gladly con- 
ecot that Chriſt breakerh all my idols in pieces : it hath pur a 
pew edge upon my blunted love ro Chriſt , I ſee he is Jealouſe — 
of my love, & will have all ro himſelf. In aword, theſe fix 
thiags gre my burden-1.1am not inthe vineyard as others arcy 
Ie = be,becauſe Chriſt thinketh me a withered tree not wor« 
py ir 5 but God forbsd, 3, Wore, woc, woc is coming 
| ypog 
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upon my barlot-mothey this Apoſtas- kirk,, the rimeis comiog, 
when we shall wish for doves wings to flee and hide us, Oh for 
the deſolation of this land! 3 . I ſee my dear maſter Chriſt yo- 
ing hisalone{ asit were ] mourning in (ackcloch , his fainting 
friends , fear chat King Jeſus $hall loſe rheficld 3 bathe muit 
carry theday. 4. My guiltineſs and the fins of my yourh 
are come ap againſt me, and they would comein the plea in 
my ſufteringes , as deſerving caulcs in God's juſtice; bucl pray 
God for Chriſt's (ike , he never giverh:m that room, woe's 
me that I cannot get my Royall , Dreadtull, Mighty & 
Glorious Prince of the Kings of the earth (et on b'gh. Sir , 
ye may help me & pity ,me in this » and bow your knee & 
bleſle his name » & dcfire others to doc it, that he hath beca 
pleaſed in my ſufferings tro make Atheiſts , Papilts ,, & Ene= 
mics about me, ſay, It is like God is with this priſoner, Let hell 
& the powers of hell f I care not } be l:t looſe agaiaſt me ro 
doe their worſt , ſobcing Chriſt & my Father, & his Father be 
magnificd in ray ſufferings. 6. Chr:{t's loye hath paincd meg 
for howbeit his preſence hath shamed me, and drowned me 
indebr z yet he ofren goerh away , whea my love to him ig 

burning ;z he ſeemcrh ro look like a proud wooery who wil nog 

10k upon a poor match, who is dying oflove ;z I will not lay 

heis lordly ; bur 1 know he is wiſe, in hiding himſelf from a 

childe & a fool, who makerh an idol & a God of one of Chriſt's 

kiſſes, which is Idolatry: I fear I adore his comforts more then 

himſclf, and that [ love the ap ples of life, better chea the tree of 
life. Sir, writetome, Commend me to your wije , mercy be 
her portion. Grace be with you, 


«Aberd. Yours in his deareft Lod 
1637 | Jeſus » S-.-R, | 
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T JOHN STUART. 
Proveſt of Ayr. 
Worthy and dearly beleved in our Lord. 


(on mercy & peace beto you : 1 wasrefreshed & com- 
forted with your letter; what I wrote to you for your 
comfort , 1 docnort remember ; bur I beleeve, love will pro. 
phefic home-ward , as it would have ir. 1 wwsh I could help you 
co praile his great and holy name , who keepeth the fee: of his 
ſaiors, & hath numbred all your goings. 1 know our deareſt 
Lord will pardon& paſle by our honeft crrours & miſtakes, when 
we mode his honour 3 yer l know z noac of you have (ep the 
other half & che hidden fide of your wonder full return home« to 
us again. I am confident ye hall yer ay , that God's mercy 
blew your failes back ro Ireland again, Worthy & dear Sir, 
I cannot bur give you an account of my preſcot ſtate , that ye 
go ancrrand for me, to n.y bigh & royall maſter , of 
whom 1 boaſt all the day. 1 am as proud of his love, ( nay , 1 
bleſlc my ſelf, 8& boaſt more of my preſent lot ) as any poor man 
can be of an earthly Kings court » orof a Kingdom. Firſt 1 
am very oftca turning both the Giles of my crobs » clpecully 
my dumb & feat Sabbaths, not becauſe I defirero find a crook 
or defeft in my Lord's love, but becauſe loyeis fick with phan. 
fies, & fear; wherher or not the Lord hath a procellc lead. 
ing agaioſt uilrineſs , that-I have not yer well ſecn, 1 
know not ; <— is to ride fair, & not ro ſpark dirt (if 
with reverence of him , 1 may be permitted ro make uſe of ſach 
a word) intheface of my onely , onely welbeloyed ; bur fear 
of guttroeſs,, is a tale bearer- berwixt me & Chriſt,& is ſill whil. 
pering ill cales of my Lord, to weaken my fairh ; I had rather 
cleud went over my comforts by theſe meſlages , then that wy 
faich chould be hurt; for if my Lord ger no wrong by me verily 
, Tdelire grace not ro carewhat become of me, 1 delire to give 
wo fuch, nor cred:t ta my ſorrow,that can make alyc of my beſt 
fricad Chriſt, Woe , woes be tothem all, who (pea all of Chriſt 
Heoct 
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prize Chriſtjand alvation above all the world: Tolive after the 
_ and courſe of thereſt of che world, will not bring you to 

caven : Without faith in Chriſt and repeatance, ye cannot ſee 
God : take pains for ſalvation: preſs forward roward the mark 
cf the prize of the high calling : If ye watch not aggaioſt cvils , 
nizhe & day, which beer you , ye willcome behinde : Beware 
of lying , {wearing , uncleannels » aud the reſt of the works of 
the flesh ; bh for theſe things the wrath of God cometh 
upon the children of diſobedience : how [weer ſoever they may 
ſcem for the preſent, yer the end of thele courſests the crernall 
wrath of God and utter darkneſs » where thee is weeping and 
guashing of teeth, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Your L oving Paſtor. S$. R, 


_— CO 


To Mr THOMAS GARVEN. 


Rrverend and Dear Brother. 


Race, Imercy and peace beunto you : I am forry , that 

what Þ'. y and ſorrow drew from my impriſoned pen , in 
my love-firs , hath grade vou and many of God's chiluren be- 
leeve , that thereis Cntenine broken rced the like of me : 
except that Chriſt's grace hath bought ſuch a ſold body , I 
know not what clſe any may think of we , or expect from me : 
my ſtock is leſt, (my Lord knowerk 1 (peak truth ) then many 
beleeve: my empty ſounds havepion'ſed roo much : 1 would 
be glad ro lie under Chriſt's frer ,, and keep and reccivetheoff= 
(allings or any old picess ofany grace » that fallfrom his (weer 
fi "ers toforlorn fiancrs : Tlie often uncouth-like, looking 1a 
at che King*s windowes : ſurely I am unworthy ofa fear in the 
King's hall. floor : 1 bur often look afar off, 'both /eared and 
framedslike to thar faireſt face, fearing he bid me lookaway 
from him : my guilcneſs riſerh up upon me, &1 have no anſwer 
forir: 1 offered mprongue to Chriſt, 5 my pains in his hoaſe, 
and what know I what it meaneth, when Chiiſt will nor ceceing 
my poor propine : when love will oor rake , we exyone, it will 
netthar 
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T JOHN STUART. 
Proveſt of Ayr. 
Worthy and dearly beloved in our Lord. 


Races, mercy & peace beto you: 1 wasrefreshed & com- 
forted with your letter; what I wrote ro you for your 
comfort , 1 docnor remember ; bur I beleeve, love willpro- 
phefic home-ward , as it would have ir. 1 wisb I could og 
to praiſe his great and holy name , who keepcth the feet of his 
faiorts, & hath numbred all your goings. | know our deareſt 
Lord will pardon& paſſe by our honeſt crrours & miſtakes, when 
wemode his honour ; yerl know , none of you have (ceo the 
other half & the hidden fide of your wonderfull return home to 
uragain. 1 am confident ye shall yer ſay , that God's mercy 
blew your failes back ro Irelind again, Worthy & dear Sir, 
I cannot bur give you an account of my preſcot ſtate , that ye 
may £9 anerrand for me, to n,y bigh & royall maſter » of 
whom I boaſt all the day. 1 arm as proud of his love, { nay, 1 
bleſlc my elf, & boaſt more of my preſent lot ) as any poor man 
can be of an earthly Kings court » orof a Kingdom. Firſt 1 
am very oftca turning both the Giles of my crofs » clpecully 
my dumb & feat Sabbaths, not becauſe I defirero find a crook 
or defeft in my Lord's love, but becauſe loyeis fick with phan. 
Gies, —_— wherher or not the Lord hath a _—_ lead. 
ing again uilcineſs , that-I have not yer wellſeen, 1 
know not ; ay avs is to ride fair, & norts ſpark dirt (if 
with reverence of him , 1 may be permitted ro whe uſe of ſach 
a word) intheface ofmy onely , oncly welbeloyed ; bur fear 
of guilroeſt , is a tale bearer. berwixt me & Chriſt,% is ſtill whil- 
pering ill cales of my Lord, to weaken my faith ; 1 had rather a 
cleud went over my comforts by theſe meſlages , then that wy 
fach chould be hurt; for ifmy Lord ger no wrong by me, veril 
, Tdefire grace not rocarewhar become of me. | delire to give 
wo kuch, nor credit ta my ſorrow,that can make alye of my beſt 
fricad Chriſt, Woe , woes be tothem all, who ſpeaſ ill of Chri 
Heoc 
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ac: thereto ther we ike with mt in the morning, and] go 
to bd with m;Oh whit (ervice can a dumb body do in Chil 
bouſe ! Oh | think the word of God is impriſoned alſo! Oh 
Lanaldry ire! Alas | can neither plants nor water! Oh if 
my Lo d would mike bur du ”g of me, to farren » and make 
fertile his own corn-ridgesy in mount Zion ! Oh ifT might bur 
ſpcak ro three or four herd -o0yes, of my worthy maſter, I would 
be ſatisfied to be the meaceſt and moſt obſcure of all the Paſtors 
in this land » and to livein any place , in any of Chriſt's baſcſt 
at -bouſes ; but he faith', Sirra, I will not ſend you, I have no 
errands [or vou there away; My delire to ſerve him is fick of jea« 
louſſe z leſt be be vavilling ro employ me. Secondly , this is 
ſeconded with another, Oh, all that | have done in Anmwoth, the 
fair work that my Maſter began there, is like a bird dying in 
the shell ! & what will 1 theo have to show of all my labour , in 
the day of my compearance before him, wheo the Maſter of the 
vineyard calleth the labourers, and giweth them their hire? 

Thri4ly,bur truly,wben Chriſt's (weer wind is in the right airth, 
I repent , and [ pray Chriſt rorake [aw-borrows of my quarrel- 
ous andunbeleeving (adneſs & ſorrow (Lord rebuke them thar 
put ill berwixt a poor ſervant like mey& his good maſter: )then I 
lay, wherher the black croſs will or nor,l muſt climb,en hands& 
feet, up to my Lord, I am now ruing from my heart, that 1 

ſured the laws( my old dead husband) fo far as toapprebend 

wrath in my (weert Lord Jeſas; 1had far rather rakean hireto 

plead for the grace of God ; for I think my ſclf Chriſt's ſworn 

Cebter;and the truth 6«+to ſpeak of my Lord what 1 cannot denys 
I am over head & cars drowned in many obligations to his love 
& mercy ; be handlerh me ſometimes (o, that I am athamed al- 

moſt to ſeek more for a four-hours , but to live content, till the 
marriape-ſupper ofthe Lamb , with char which he giverh;bur 
| know not, how grerdy and how ill ro pleaſe love isy for cither * 
my Lord Jeſus lath taught me ill manners, notto becontene 
of a ſcar, except my head lice in his boſom, % except I be fed with 
the fatteſt of bis houſe; or elſe I am groun impaticnly dainty, & 
ill ro pleaſe , avit Chriſt were obliyed,under this croſs rodono 
other thing , butb:ar me in lus aqmes , and as if I bad claimby + 


ol 
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enerit for my ſuffering for him: But wish he would give me 
ace tolcatn togo on myown fret , |& ro learnto want his 
comforts , & to give thanks & beleeve, when the fun is not in 
my firmament , & when my welbeloved is from home , & gone 
another errand. O what ſweet peace haye I, when I finde Chriſt 
holderh & I draw, when I climb up & he shutteth me down , 
when I grip him% embrace him,& he ſcemerh ro looſe the grips 
& flee away from mee : 1 think, rheceis even a (wee joy of faith 
& contentedne's & peace in his very rempriog unkindack , be. 
Ccaule my faich ſaith , __ is not im ſad earneſt with me , but 
8rying ij I can be kinde to bis mark & cloud that coverah bim, 
aſwell as to his fair ſace;, 1 bleſs his great name, that [love bis 
vail, chat gocth over his face, while God ſend berter : for faith 
can kiſs Gods tempting reproaches , when he aicknameth a ln- 
ner, a dop , not worthy to eat bread with the bairns 1 think ir 
an bonourzthat Chriſt miſcallerh me & reproacherth me: 1 will ta- 
ke that well of him, howbcic 1 would not bear it well, if another 
would be that homely; bur becauſe I am his own {God be than. 
kedJhe may uſe me as bepleaſah: 1 muſt ſay , the faints have 
a ſweet life berwixt them & Chriſt 3 rhere is much ſweet ſolace 
of love b-twixt him & chem, when he jeederh among the lilies, 
comeathb into bis garden » & maketh a feaſt of honey combs » & 
drinketh his wine & his milk, & cryth , Eaz O friends, drink, 
be ye drunken O weilbeloved. One hour of this labour is worth a 
chipfall of world's druaken & muddy joy: nay, even the gate of 
heaven is th* ſunny fide of the brac , & the very gardeo of the 
world; for the men of this world have their own unchriftned & 
_ cialles; & woe bero them and their curſed crofles both; 
or their ills are (alred with Gods vengeance y and our ills ſcaſo» 
ned with our fathers bleſſing : So they arcno fools who cheoſe 
Chriſt, and (ell all chiogs for him; ic is no bairas marker , nor a 
blinde block; we know well what we get and what we give.Now 
for avy reſolution, to go toany other Kjngdomyl dare net (| 
one word: my hopes of calargement arc cold, my hopes of re= 
entry tomy Maſter's ill dreficd vine-yard again are far colder: 
have no ſcat for my faith to fit on, bur bare omnipotency,& Gods 
holy ara and good will ; herc 1 defize ro figy, and rideat anchor 
7 ; _ > aud 
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and winter » while God ſend fair weather again ,- and be pleaſed 
to take home to his houſe my harlor-motber: Oh ifher husband 
would be that kind , as to goe and ferch her our of the brothel. 
bouſe,and chalc her lovers to the hills;bur there will be Gd daycs 
cre it come to that, Remember my bonds. Grace be vith yous 


Aberd. Tours inour Lord Ie. 
1637. ſus. S, R. ; 
To the Lady Buſbie. 
MISTRESS. 


ART not acquaint, yet becauſe we are father's childrens 
| thought good to write unto you: howbeit my fiſt dif. 
courſe and communing, with you ofChriſt,be in paper;yet lhave 
cauſe fince I came hither, to have no paper-thoughts of himy fot 
in my ſad dayes, hc is become the flower of my joys, & I bur lia 
here, living upon his love z but cannot get ſo much of ity as fain 
[ would have; not becauſe Chriſt's love 1s Lordly & looketh roo 
high ; but becauſc I have a narrow veſlel to receive bis love and 
I looktoo low + But I giveunder my own hand-writero you 
a teſtimonial ofChriſt and his croſs,that tbey are a ſweet couple, 
and that Chriſt hath never yer been ſet in his own due chaty of 
honour amongſt us all. Oh , I know not where troſerhim! ©O 
for a Ligh ſear ro that royal princely one } O that my poor wi. 
thered ſoul had once a runninagoover flood of that love, to put 
ſap in my dry root , and that that flood would ſp:ing our to the 
rongue and pen , to utrer great things , to the high and due 
commendation of ſuch-a fair one! O holy, holy, holy 
one! Alasthere areroo many dumb rongues in the world, 
and dry hearts, ſeing there is employment in Chriſt for them 
all, ' and cen * wn Ar worlds of men and Angels moe , to 


ſer op bigh and exalt the ereateſt Prince of the Kiogs ofthe 
earth. Woe's me, that bits of living clay dare come our, to 
ruth hard- beads with bim 3 and that my unkind mocher, this 
(4r!01-Kirkghath given ber (yet half-marrew ſuch a meeting; 
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for this land hath given wp with Chriſt , and the Lord is curtiog 
Scotland in two hulves , and ſending the worſt half, the barlot- 
fifter , over to Rome's brothell. houſe, toget her bll of Egypt's 
love. I would mv ſufferings [ nay 5 ſuppoſe I] were burut 
auick ro a«hes ] might buy an agreement berwixt his faireſt 
abd ſweereſt love , and his gaddy lerd wiſe: Fain would 1 give 
Chriſt his welcome-home no Scatland avain, ifhe would return, 
This is a black dav, 2 dayof clouds and darkock , forthe 
yool=t ree of my Lord Jeſus his fair remp'cis fallen, and Chrifts 
back is towards Scotland. O thrice bleſſed are they , who 
would hold Chriſt with their rearcand prayers ! I know ye will 
heip to deal with h\m , 'for he shall return aguin torhis land ; 
the next day *ha!ll be Chriſt's, & there $hall be a faire green 
vouns earden for Chiiſt » in this land. '*and God's fourmmer« 
d-w thall lic on it all the might, and we chall fing avain our new 
marriage-ſong to our Bride groom , concerning his vineyard; 
hat who knoweth , whether we shall liveand (ce ir * I hear rhe 
Lord hath taken pains to af114 znd dreſs you , as a fruitfull vine 
for himſelf: grow ard be green, avd caſt rut your branches, 
bring forth fruit : far and green ard frutfull may ye be, in the 
rruc and ſappy root. Grace , graces? free grace be your portion. 
Remember my bords with prayersand praiſes, 


Aberd. 1617+ Your: in his ſweet L. Jeſus, S.R 


— _ - — OO D—— 


To NINIAN MURE, 


L owing friend. bf 


Recrived your lertcr : I intreat you now inthe mprning of 

your life , ſcekthe Lord and his face : Beware of the folly of 
darperous youth , a perilous time for your ſoul : Love not the 
world ; keep faith and truth with all men,io your covenants and 
bargains: Walk with God, for he ferth you * Do nothing 
but that which ye may and would do, if your eye- ſtrings were 
breaking , and your breath growing cold. Ye beard the rruch 
of God fiom me 5 my dear beart , follow ir and forſake it nors 
prize 
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prize Chriſtjand ſalvation above all the world: Tolive after the 
_ and courſe of thereſt of che world , will not bring you to 

ven: Without faich in Chriſt and repeatance, ye canaot ſee 
God : take pains for falvation: preſs forward roward the mark 
cf the prize of the high calling : If ye watch not agdioſt evils , 
nizhe & day, whichbeſer you » ye willcome behinde : Beware 
of lying , _ - uncleannel(s z avd the reſt of the works of 
the flechz becauſe for theſe things the wrath of God cometh 


upon the children of diſobedience : how (weer ſoever they may 
ſcem for the preſent, yer the end of thee courſests the erernall 
wrath of God and urtcr darkneſs , where there is weeping and 
gauashing of teeth, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637» Your Loving Paflor, $. R, 


CC — 


To Mr THOMAS GARVEN. 
Rrverend and Dear Brother. 


Race, Imercy and peace beunto you: 1 am forry » that 

what lf. y and ſorrow drew from my impriſoned pen, un 
my love-firs , hath yu vou and many of God's chiluren be- 
leeve , that thereisfomerthing ia a broken rced the hike ot me : 
except that Chriſt's grace hath bought ſuch a (old body , I 
know not what elſe any may think of ie. , or expect from me : 
my ſtock is leſt, (my Lord knowerh 1 (peak truth ) then many 
beleeve; my empty ſoun's havepiorm'fed roo much ; 1 would 
be glad ro lic under Chriſt's frer , and keep and reccivetheoff= 
(allings or any old picees ofany grace » that fall from his (weer 
fingers toforlorn fiancrs : Tie often uncouth-like, looking ia 
at oh< King*s windowes : ſurely 1 am unworthy ofa fear in rhe 
King's hall. floor : 1 but often look afar off, 'both ſeared and 
framed»like to thar faireſt face, fearing he bid me lookaway 
from him : my guilcnefs riſerh up upon me, & [ have no anſwer 
for it: | offered mprongue to Chriſt, & my pains in his hoaſes 
and what know I what it meanerh, when Chriſt will nor ceceing 
my poor propine : when love will oor rake , we exyone; wg 

gen 
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mcither take nor give, borrow nor lend. Yer Chriſt bath ano. 
ther ſea-compaſs he faileth by , then my shoct & raw thoughts: 
C leave his part of it to hirmſclf, I dare not expound his dealing » 
as ſorrow and misbclicf often diftatcerh ro me: I look ofrea with 
bleared and blindecycs to my Lords croſs » and when I look to 
rhe wrong fide of his croſs, 1 know , 1 miſs a ſtep and ſlide: ſure» 
ly 1ſce, I havenotlegsof my own for carrying meto heaven ; 
I maſt poc in at heavens gates borrowing ſtrength from Chriſt, 
I am okcnthinking , Oifhe would bur give me leave to love 
him , andif Chriſt would bur open up his wates, and the infi= 
niteplyys and windings and coroers of his ſoul-delighting-love , 
and ler mi ſee it , back-fide and ſore-fide , and give me leave bur 
to ſtand beliget , like an hungry man beſide meat, ro get my 
fill of wonderipg, as a prefaceto my fill of enjoying : bur veri« 
ly, Irhiok oy foul eyes would dcfile his fair lovertolook to it * 
Either my hunger is over humble , [if that may be ſaid] or elſe 
T conſider not whas honour it is , to yet leave to love Chriſt, O 
that he would pity a priſoner , and let out a flood upon the dry 
round ! Itis nothing to him to fill the like of mez one of hig 
ks would doe me meekle world's good, and imnoill, 1 
know , I am not at a point yet with Chriſt's love , I am nor yet 
fitted for ſu much as I would have of it 3; my bope firteth neigh. 
bour with meekle black hunggr y and certainly » Idow nor bur 
think, there is more of that love ordained for me, then I yer 
comprehend, and 1 know not the weight of thepenſoon , the 
Kiog will give rwe ; 1 hall be glad , if my hungry bill ger leave 
tro he b fide Chriſt, waiting on an anſwer : now I would be 
full & rejoyce, it] got a poor man's almes of that ſweereſt lo- 
ve : butl confidently beleeve , there is a bed made for Chriſt & 
me, and that we $hall rake our fill of love in it: and I often 
thick wheny joy is ran out , & at the loweſt ebbe , that 1 
would ſeck no more, but my rights paſt the King's great ſeal , 
and that theſc cycs of mipe could ice Chriſt's hand at the pen, 
| If your Lord call you to ſuftcring , be not diſmayed ; there $hall 
be a new allowance of the King for. you, when ye come to it : 
One of the ſofteſt pillowes Chriſt hath y is laid under his witneſſes 
cad, though often they mult ſer down their bare feet among 
. \ tho;ncs 
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thords. He hath brought my poor ſoul rodefire and wich , © 
thas my asbes, and the pouder I chall be difſolved into,bad well 
tuned 8 #0 praiſe bim. Thus in haſte, defiring your 
prayers aod praiſes, | recommend you to my (weet, ſweer Ma- 
on my bonourable Lord, of whoml all. Grace be 
W.ta YOu, 


iAberd. 1617. Yours in his ſovet Loyd 
Ieſus. $S. R, 


To JE A N BRO W N 


MISTRESS is 


Race, mercy and peace be to you : 1 am glad that ye gov 

on at Chriſt's back, in this dark and cloudy time: Ir were 
good to (cll orher thiogs for him ; for when all theſe dayes are 
over, weeshall finde it our advantage , that we have taken part 
with Chiiſt. Icoofidently belecve, bo enemies $hall be hus OT - 
ſtool, and that he shall make gre: flowers dead withered bays 
when the honour and glory sball, fall of them , like the bloonh 
or flower of 4 green herb shaken with che wind. It were not 
wiſdom for us z rothink that Clnift & the Goſpel will cqme & 


fir down at our firefide; nay » but we muſt go out of var 
fide, nay g foe * 
for want 


bouſes , & eek Chriſt & bis oofpcl ; Iris nor the 

Chriſt that we muſt look ro,& we muſt nor forſake hi 

of that ; bur muſt ſet our face agaioſt whar my befall us, in fol= 
lowing on , rill he & we be through the brics & burbes, on the 
dry ground: Our ſoft nature would be born through rhe trou- 
bles of this miſcrable life, iuoCbtiſt's atms: &it is bis wiſdow, who 
k noweth our mould, that his bairas goe wet-rbodB8coldeſourrd 
to heaven, O how [weer a thing were it for'us, ro learn ro make 
our burdevs light , by framing our hearts ro the bartheo » and 
making our Lord's will alaw | 1 fiode Chriſt and his croſs nor 
ſs ill ro pleaſce,nor yer ſuch troubleſom gueſts,as men call chem; 
Nay » I chjnk patience should make Chriſt's water good —_ 

I 10 
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of Aii*tros good mental] + & we have cauſe to Vait on, for, ere 
be long,our Maſter will be at us, ard bring rhis whole worlg 
out before the ſun and day-light , in their M's & whiter; 
Hayy ae they who are found — Owr lard. glaſs is 
not ſo long as we necd ro wearyy time will car away & root our 
our *worr and forrow : ovr heaven is in the bud , & growing 
wp to aft harveſt ; why then should we not follow onzſceing vor 
ſpan-{engih of tirne will come to an mcb* Therefore I commend 
Chriſt toyou, as your laſt living, & longeR living buband , & 
the ſtaff of your old age! let bim have now the reſt of your day» 
&; and think not much of a ſtorm upon the sbip , that Chriſt 
failcth in;there hall no paſſenger fall over board; bur the craifed 
sbip & the ſca-fick paſſengers shall come roland fafe, lam ina 
ſweet communion with Chriſt, as a poor fioner can be; and am 
onely pained, that He bath much brauty and fairrefs, ard! 
little Jove ; He great power and mercy , and IFrtle faith; He 
wuch light, aod | blicred eyes. Chthat I aw him inthe ſweets 
cſs of bus love and in his marriage clothes, and were over head 
& cars io Jove with that princely one Chriſt Jeſus my Lord! Alar, 
wy riven dich & runnig- out veſſel can hold little of Chriſt Je- 
ſus. 1 have joy in this , that 1 would nor refuſe deaib, before 

Chrift*s lawfull heritage in mens tryſlingzand what know I, 
bx; tu have pleaſed both Chriſt and ior. Alas , that this 
lend hath pur Chiiſt ro open roepirg , and to any any man more 
bids Y Bleſſed are they who would hold the crown on his head, 
apd tay Chriſt. bogour with their own Iefſes. I rejoyce to hear, 
yow ſon Jebn is comipg to viſieC briſt, & raſte of bis Jove: 1 hope 
he $hall pot Joſe bis patnry or rue of that choice, 1had alwaycs 
(as 1 (aid often to you a great love to dear Mr Iebn Brown, bee 
cauſe 1 cthovght I aw Chriſt in him, more they io bis br: threo ; 
fain would ] write to him.to ſtand by my (wcer Moſter,& 1 with 

would fer bim re2d my letter, & the jc y 1 have, if he will ap- 
peare for, & fide with & y Lord I fus. Graces grace be with you, 


' © 'Aberd, March, 13. Yours in his ſewees Lord 
bY 1673» Jeſuw* $S, BR. 


To 


Ep 
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T» JEAN MeMILLAN; 


L oving SiRer, 


Race, mercy and peace bero you: I cannot cadaero yes 

to give you my counſel ; & howbeic I would come, I can- 
wot (tay with you; bur [ beſcech you keep Chriſt, for 1 did what 
I could ropur you within grips of him; 1 told you Chriſt's Tefe 
tament and latterwill plainly, and | kept aothiog back thar 
Lord gave me; and I gave Chriſt co you with good will ; 
pray you make him your own, and go notfrom that eruch T 
taught you, in one hair breadth; that truth hall ave you, if 
yefollow it : Galvation is nor an cafic thing & ſoon geeren ; Þ 
oftco told you, few arcſaved , & many, many damned ; [ 
you» wake your poot ſoul fure of ſalvation, & make the chu 
of heaven your daily.rask: if ye never had n ack night & a pai 
ſoul ſor Gn, ve have nat yet ligbred upon Chriſt; laok tothe 
nght marks of hayidg cloſed with Chriſt , if ye love him bexrer 
then the world y and- would quireMllthe world for bim, | chen 
thit Gith the work is ound. Ofifye ſaw the beauty of tefus, 
and f. lr the (macll ofthis love, ye would run through fireand 
water tobe at him! God (20d you him. | Pray for me ,. for Lage» 
ot forger you. Grace be with you. * 


Aberd. 1673. Your loting Paſtor, S, R. 


— —_— —— 


—_— 


MISTRESS. 
vr3ce, mmevty and peice be roy0u;: Lampglad to berrthas 
Chiift and'ye arc one, and that ye havetmade him 
one thirg : Where ma are painſu toiled 'in ſecking many 
thingy, and their avs things are wer It is oocly beſt, y 


and ke 
hack 


fat your (clf apartas «thing [21d up and our of #he ares for 
alone; for ye are govt ORR" F Woo. a0 ary 
"4 
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BI Loco goi about you eſe many year, By lin: 
cv fo z Kgwerea pity a to ſay kym nay, 
Verde Teould with, tl? couts fol fe Har all che 
ill weather in the world, & Chriſt in my army butirt s wy evil 
and folly , that except Chriſt come unlent for, 1dow not go 
2o- (eckbim 2 Wheb be & 1 fall in richonings weare bo 
Sehinde «' He in payment , & Tin counting; and fo marcbis 
fiawid,& counts wnicleared berwixt us. 'O that he would 
takk kh own blood forcoumts & miſcounts , that I might be 
wan, avd nouc ba! any claim to me, but onely» onely Jeſus: 
willehiot ic.oo boodage to be rooped , compriſed & poſſeſſed 
by!Chriſt', as his bond- man. Think well ofthe vifitations of 
our {201d : For | finde onething, I faw nor wall before, that 
berthefaiocs arc goder trials, and well hambled, lirtle fins 
Yaiſe great cryes and "war-rbouts, in the conſcience ; and = 
ny coaſticaceis 2 Pope, to givediſpenſarions, and 
nd in, and xray Fries nl es room £0 our heart. O 
bov litcle care we for pardon ir Chiiſt'shand , when we make 
was 1! And allis but Baiyne-play, till a croſs without 
at deavicr eroft with, ardthen weplay no longer with 
Sdols'> tu goed ' fil ro be fevere againſtour (elves, for 
hos but crransform God merey inroan Idol , and an}{dol , that 
hat diſpentartion/to give; for turning of che grace of God into 
wantonneſs. Happy arethry who take up God , wrath , jule 
ticogagye + #s they arcin_themſclves : Far we have miſcary- 
ing bghe hor pareltk with childe, when w#have good reſolu- 
tioos : Bur God bethinked, that Salvation is not rolled upon 
our wheels, O but Gbrif hath a Gaving.xyt ! Salvation is in 
his eye-lids : When he firſt Tooked on me y 1was ſaved; It 
coſt him but alook, romake hell quite of me: O merits, free 
merits , and the dear blood 'of God wi rhe beft gate thar 
= tvc we could havegorten of hell. ! ;O- whas a (warts, © 
and (urc way & it,to come out of bell, learzng an; aSavy 
vThac Chriſt and a figner4hould be ones &, heye heave betwirt 
theta» and be bal veenef Salvation, isthe wogder of Salvation: 
{Whar .more humbie.could love be? and what an excellent 
ſazell docth Chit: cat 66 kis lowa. garden, where thers 


Z d grow 


hen _ ke bd 
row bur wilde Lap {6 pb ff he 
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16 i8 nothing 


Father's houſe — vir 4 be vole char beay 
all rhe upper 4; a leaf * at roſe of Gdd,, 
ſell, [gael w Ne EAT. o that kt Wayl& blow bis (ox 
be Rte! ler us ihicf'py an 6 WHY | 
to be filled with the ſwcetnche offils' ot ” 'N 
kim from us ; | A hath deerchd 16 "ao" 
men and death our bFrhie way, af dip 


v: apd hiem , rli&t we may enjoy a behe" "Iv is Nrain 
wooderfull ;that = lire in Wyo =o 


that be would haves tpany'&? w to' nyt ap 
kimſedf withalll if beg 20 Datel 
Chrift the bt 66m wirh 44 +< belly poco A ul} 


the Lamb's vi The Be he he 0 © 2d Ne 
be rid for rhe akefÞ ite EI PT oy =. 
we here ? and «Ay Safe} 
Were it nor"beſt- 7 Ines 6 i W 

warth, our vidjrow &* our felow W | 
ie looking tiete-aw7 "Shi Bey: rig ihdgh 
make forwird \ Yburp vide wairedh oy” Leanngr ; 
you for your tare ani Sadneſs tor G yy 
kodemereyin tht thy of our Lord” fac, to ofs wink 
to tecocritEyga, 


n Abird- "1637. BE ATR og 


Nom y Ds, noſhÞ,: 1100 LE d.,4 Y 21 dau «) 
| To FO Ee Te VETRES Tarr, bs. 217 pies» 

"'F *U j 1\ « 19 

1: - A Feds wn Ie bf Py pl [$111, 
® 01 518d1516 15 2» of F 2} 


© Milf ophri Mm wy =_ Ad 346! ag r 
hd "BY &. x wy] "0 I,woatl :C3rul 42d 
On | 
1 


u3s 'Mr. Raruin'vroorys Ppilt. 66; 
| Law's fide » ye will not gaio much ro be the 
Le'r : 1 thought ye had por beco the Lav's » but 
HErrpen, > aj rc 1 am ſurxyedefire torake God's part 
Sod your ſelf : what cycr your guilrigeſs be, yer when it fas 
Ci jocy che theſca of God's mercy » itis but like adrop of blood 
ia the kat Ove There is nothing bere to be deae , 
's door lig ; ppon the old man, and let him bear 

> ſeeing ig Chriſt he was condemned; for the 

ws or cx qvex your worſt balf; levrhe blame there. 
lie, pes ans ould bey% ler the new man be ſaretg 
Gy, I am romly a} the Fents of Kedar, bowheit 1 be black & 

by boring neighbour beface « body of fin. 1 ſeek no 

rom for Grace's defence, and Chriſt's whicg 

iq 7 Sy finner copdemned by the law may appeal: but 
tetra, is, 1 am ſorry char 1 am noe ſo tender & 
mat 4, though 1 am fure Chriſt may finde employmene for 
in me » if in 7 # ring Gomg [por youth op 


Joy emcting 
s ___ Ns '& when | had 


Manh , o My cher ocher ns 
= ec tnery god the | i ” 
me, 
Tebould bei in at jams apex green pony — ron 


I of God. 1 LEG fa ferp that would 
$=b by che like of me, falls: : So I big 
| nh gook's neft & dreamed pry nn 6 oy & livingio 4 
eli ;bur Since I came bjtber,1 am afren (o, as that they 
haye much Khetorick that would perſwademe , that 
Chcift hath mor written Veach 0n my bond @ Skins Sabberkey 
(which is a perfecution of the lateſt edition , pl egens 
wane in this gn - 
s & Bay 199 Wpbeeop - 
med vafrees c ſcaled fſurances;bur 1 


Ire Sm I» 


me,& efora 
Elf o rp 


LADY Mile 


Mrhand:& yer in this, 


' 

I 
him often ſince I came hicher, ro come with ſome thart bleeds 
#fhic ſweet love,& then, becaule | have none to help mgto pagile 
his love , & can doe him no ſervice ia my own perſon, (asT 
thoughc once 1 did in his temple) 1 div with withes and dew 
ſires , ro take up houſe, & dwell at the well. fide, & ro have him 
praiſed and ſezop high : Butalas, what can the like of me dov 
to get a good pame raiſed upon my welbeloved Lord Jelus > 
ſuppoſe I could defire to be ſuſpeaded for ever of my pats ofbeas 
ven, for bis {1 am fare, If 1'could get my will of Chris 
love , and could be once over head and caftyin om_—_ ap» 
prehended, and (cen loye of the Son of God, it the | 
of the deſires of the oncly happincis I would be at; bur the. 
in, I hinder my communion with him, becauſe of wang of 
faich and repentance, and becauſe I will make 20 idol of Chris 
kiſſes : 1 will acicher lead nor drive , except Lice Chriſt's love 
run ia my channel ; & when 1 wait and qe yo pl 
way , Iſcchis wiſdom is pleaſed to play me 4 ſlip » and come 
= 4. way ; forhar 7 wo —_ the right art ofoniding Chrifhs 
for there is art and wiſdom required 1o guiding of Chriſt's love 
aright, when we have gottenit. O how far are bis yayes 4» 
bovye mine ! O bow lictle of him do I ſee! & when I aca, 4s drys 
25 a burn heath in a drouthy ſummer , and when my root wits 
thered , bowbcit 1 think then , that 1 would drink a ka-fullof 


Karr orens Joyeiin Gocnp gapan ey 00s nl 
moths layes, as if he would, make & 
F,diak wy elf : Peak! wh 
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food; I think alſo Imagered of ; 

Icſus (arisfie a Famizhed man. Grace be with you. s i 
Aberd, 10, Yuval ing 
—— Lord leſuf','S. Bs 
'- © Tobiriworthy and mich bewoirred fried © +” 

FULK ELIES.. 
: Werthy and pavch honoured inour Lad | 
_ VRace, mer ro ou: lam of our 
Oppo rope py; 

L 4 


a3z6s Mr RurunzarookD'ss Epiſt.6r., 
iz reckoneth the leſs though we never ſaw one apothers face.' I 
my ſelf moſt unworthy rv follew the camp of ſuch a 
& renowned caprain, as Chriſt, Oh als, 1 havecauſe 
ro be grieved , that men expeRt any thing of fuch a wretchtd 
manasl am: It ira wonder rome, if Chriſt can make any 
ehing ofmy naughtic, thort and norrow love to him ; (ure) 
ir is nor worth the upraking. 2. As for our Tovely and bdlove 
Chareh , in Irdland, my heart blecdethrfbr bet deſclation'y 
buri-beleere our Lord ts vnely lopping the vfartrecs,, but 
por intetiding ro cut thern down, or root thery var, Ir is wnile 5 
fring we are beart - Atheiſts by narute , 'a6d cagnot take 
[+ —_— age , (beczuſe we hale and ervoks, ever figce we 
Wwe dream of an halcing providence, ariPGod% yard, wheres 
by bo meaſureth joy and forrow ro the fonr' of men , were 
ervolked 8 unjuſt, becauſe Grant are 01 borg-backs& Princes 
gu oft; but our Lord deaſerb good '& evil; ind ſome "bne" 
CEE toboth,by ounce-weights; & meafue:h them 
aut aod even ballarce. Ir is bat folly to m<Aarc the Golpet, 
by furndogr or winter-wearber : The ſummit; fun of the God 
thineth not oo them in this life: how SHoptt we have came 
plained ; ifthe Lofd bad rerncd the ſaryy providerice ;” that we 
now flotwack-at, wp-fide down, ahd * ofdered miryers 
oh, char firſt the fart 5hould have eojoyrl heaven , , g\6ry .* 
andulc, and then Merbuſdlent's diygr of forrow's: Haily. 
miſcrics: we chodld thick a chort heaven ti#HeFyent ' cercaio! 
pal; findidy Sor; 3, Ye complain efiteerifof beſt 
> dat & ivr a greater arkeiſt, rhen'2ify ſa cane, that 
ye wrice of chat-+ OF; light finderh nor thatteverente'& fear, 
apad of God's (ctring chould finde inow lou!! How do we 
- w#others, detain & caprivas the #xagb »f God in u- 
» & lo make God's light a bound priſancr? & cyca. 


x priſoner, bithe jayle, &. aut» in belief 
of a Godhead, &1 Bi peafhice Eh aha ow often 


do weetocy, laykandron thepriſoner; Cour light again 


talk & cours | 
Y ons, tothe 
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Epiſt.61 | » Lever 
url in ...- houſhre $þ up,& defiler 


& 1; 7M 13y 


above: If 
ye had more pratice of, ce, wet veitnace (ound 
light. | think » lay afide. all owbgs g uilgorls 5) Ihig ane, che 
ares. poe to God's cance in oy: Cha . 


tay agaiplt us ; for there is yo hi piog ol jo _—_—— 


AA; n 24 of God's by be tell calee e drfice 
licele pln bye Ars Goes code Gros 
neigh ye gil, (a lawlefged wo arr: Four * 
bour hould leaven eur F kya” pope YI eos rey ke 
there i is ity », that we profeſt againſt - [i 4-0-0 _—_ 
up a pat wor Fong 
_ hnmtcs gk {a G_ the j7 range: fin's 
Kingdomy ad4'wicth all, Crake) Lawzio the ie Gor tnat Againſt 
our our gn ; rea once condemned /m irfftl;h , & we 
x - cr apmin: "and if there'd rick been ſach a 
thin as 220 q shquld finge-given 
up Sb hee, and Sa ering ro NY ot "_ 


grace» grace y freegrace the merits of Chriſt for nothing , 


white and fair and large. Sevrour-mercy ri gent ner loc 
ofthi oy. then cr8e/ 


w3b M*RuTH#nrTroorD'ss Ppifl.6:, 
more ofthis love, or take me quickly over the water , where 
I may be filled with his love : My & cannot take with 
want ; profeſs , I bear not of Chrilt's love fair : 1 
ve ger ei riſt,bur 1 would hart a link 
eſcbar chai uprevidence mended , 10 pincio hag be 

im 4 way 9 For my ſelf, wh baka "i 
would kr ous apors me more of that love: Yet to fly Chicift is 
a niggerd to mc, I dare pot; &if1 ſay; I have abundance of his 
love, | chould lyc; 1am balffirairacd to complain & cry, Lord 
Jeſus bold thy band no longer,” Worthy Sir > let die tave your 


prayers inmmyhpods. Grace be with you. +, » - oo 
«Aberd. 7 Sept. _ Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637» | leſus, SK. 
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£ To JAMES LINDSAY. 


He cooftane and obfcrring of God's going alongft 
'T a you , 4 wheres you: bog laviagen- 
——_ my 1 , giveth me {a wit- 
Tels ae Fr ate why and Corking) cnkets 
vieftroke : could I keep fight ofhim, & know wheo | want, & 
carry as became mr inthar condigion, 1 would bicſſe my caſe. 
But. 2, Fordifertivar , I think' theth like Licing-lay of lean 
and wank land, rho we Boon ara bp iy boner 
Crepe: lt iopoffible to ef gold, where ir t 
moon light. OV@T colder erveþoar foot y or half a foots 


z, If 
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Epift, 62; Lenters. 179 
flowers, & moon light, & dews are better then 2 contioual}iun , 
ſois Chrifi's abſence of ſpexiall uft , & icharh (ome noorich. 
ing vertuc io it , acd giveth ſapro buoſility , and purterh ag 
eigen bagges , and farnivheth a fair 1:14 rofairtsco pur forth 
it (cif , aud to exerciſe it's fiogers in gripping, it lecth nx 
what. 4+ It is mercy's wonder, and grace's wooder , that 
Cliſt-will lead a picce of the lodging , and a 
fide him(clf,co our luftszand that He ad ſuch (wine Should 
houſe rogerber in our ſaul : For ſuppoſe they -coughmnd ron- 
tra themſelves into little room » when Chriſt cameth in; and 
ſcera tg lic as dead under bus feet ; yer they aſton break our 
agais: And that a foor ofthe old man, oralegor arm nailed 
to Ckcit's crofs looketh the naile, or breakerh out agats 3 and 
p it, befjde this gnruly & miſourtured ncighbaur, can ſill 
daayen in the ſatars , one way or other: may wor 
Ifay »,Lordk Jeſus » wheat doeft thou beret 'Yct here he mult 
be; bot I'will bur leſe my feet to go on into this depeiv && wou- 
der; fac free mercy and infinite merirs took a ledging to Chriſt 
&*us , beide fach a loathſome gueſt as tin, 5; Saodtiacation & 
mortification of our laſts are the hardeft part af Ghniftianiay; 
Itizia a manner as naturall ro ns ts leap » when we fcethe 
new Jernſalem , an to laugh, when we are tinkledy joys nor 
uader command , or at our riod , when Chriſt kiflech « bur© 
bow many of us would have Chriſtdivided in rwohalves, that 
we might take the half of him onely , & rake his office, leſus & 
ſalvation; bux Lordis a cumberſome word, & toobty& work 
out crews ſeiacion & to perfeR holineſs , is the camberſome 
& ſtormy harthefide of Chriſty &echar we erhe #4 ahliſ;6, Poe 
qucſuon, che accefſc thay reprobarr have rb Chat (which 
{. neccetalls forro rhe Facker im Chriſt neirhevcamnhoys ude 
will they come; becauſe Chriſt dyert nor for themp-anit yer by 
law ; God andjaſtic: orerraketh them, ) 1 ay , Firſd+ there ave 
with you more worthy & learned then 1 am , Mrs Dich ſony 
Blair , o& fAlrniiren who can corcfully (atific you; Wewi vhelt 
infeick wher I rhink ofieockateaſerionts 3) A#Dedy 
force ugarres will of God, whois our farmer Sport / - 
3 > 


440) M' RuranwwvrbornnD's Fri. 61 
nantaddlayaotoEiebathnbiifgrcy ex ofthereft of the 
arces of the Gardenof Eden , & commabded Adoawn ro eu ofthe 


_— & evil, char command nodoutt had 
been as juſt as ! nyt wye rent rreeagagye retry 


knowledge of good & evil: The reafor 4, becauſe his will is be= 
forc his juftice,by order ofnaturez& whatis hes will, is bis puffece, 
& be not things without himfc}f, becauſe theyre juſt: 
(God cannot , God necderh cot bane farlftiry,, kolindds or ris 
ghrtouſads from rthivgs , wirhour hiouſtW; & ſonot from the 
efmezor Angels; becauſe bis will s cf{corially boly & 

juſt, & rhe primporule of holinels & whikice: at whe five is natural 
light, and incliv«b opward , & thecarth heavie, orient 
dowoward. T heraſſcrtion then is, That God Gait to teprobarry 
badeeve in Chrift ( who hath not dyed rebates "oof 

#ball be fl 

juſt will, bai nerudabrea{be (per 
| s thedrep & ſpetmt eyſtery af lic Goſpel, 
inthe vibble 
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Epiſt, 63. ; Letters. __ «£49 
bars nar Kmaaneg og goo belpwoahpto cenyHepwecds 
liged tolpeleeve» Chr it dyed for them ifthey-be iirſt weary | 
bardened; fi-fick and condemned in their ewo coaſcicnces » 8s 
friken dead 2nd killed with the law's (cntence, add have indent? 
embegecd bir as offered , which is a ſecond andbfublequen a& 
of faith, following, after a comiog to him, andclodng with hin. 
6.  Aſſertion: x ats are not formally guilty of conterape 
of $6d,'& mizbelief, beteanic they apply not and theprs. 
miſes of the Goſpel ſto themſelves in particular g for fo thay 
;hould be guilty becauſe they belceve nor «lyc,whichGod never 
obliged thern to beleeve. 7.. Aſſertion; Juſtice hack a rightro 
punish reprobary, bee-uſe out of pride of heart, coofidiog in their 
own righteouſneſs , they rehie not upon Chriſt , as a Savioar of 
all chem that come to him ; This God may juſtly gothay 

uorog Recauſein Adam they had perfect abiliry to do, ani 

men are guil.y becauſe they lave theu owt iaabilcy,& reſt upos 

them(elycsy and refuſetodeny their own rigbteouſacſs, & rg 

takerhern tg Chriſt , in whom there is rightcouſach for wearied 

fianers., $. Aſſertion: lr igone thing to rely , lean , and reſt 

upgn Chriſt, in bumilicy & wearinels of fpiric > & denying our 

own.righteoulnels, beleeving kim to be the onely righteouloeft 

of weaned finwers 4 & i; is another thing ta beleeve Chriſt 

for rey lobn, Thomas, Anna, upon an intention & deeree ro 

ſave us by name. Far r. the firff gocth firſtathe lagter is alway afs 
ter» inducorder 2. The firft {ich the ſecond ie a fruit of faith, 
3- The firſt obligeth reprobars & all men inthe viſible Kirk, the 
latter,obligeth onely the weary & leaden, & (o onely the eleft &c 
effecrually called of God. 9. A ſſertion: It is 3 vain order, ] know 
not if Chriſt dyed for me, Iohn, Thomas, Annd by name; & there- 
fore I daxe not rely on bim? The reaſon is, becalſe [t is nor faith, 
to belcewe God's intention & decree of eleftion, at the firſt, cre 
ye be wearied: look fiſt toyour own intention & [eul,if ye finds 
fin a burden, & cans & doreſts gader that burden, upon Chriſt; 
if this be once . now come & beleeye in particulas, or rather ap» 
ply oy ſeaſe (for inmy judgement [4 is a fray of belief , Qet be - 
lief ) and feeling the goodwill, integtiog , and pur- 
pot of God aacat your (glyamen ; Hence, becauile there wo" 


lice werprobettand Conternpt , 

. Juſtice Kath law again trhery : And which i the myftery 

>E2nDet come vp #6 Chiift, becauſe he cocker Wery-t 

— - love this their inebility ro come to Chriſt 
% [2] hat deſer veth chains : ' 

_ - c =_ erveth chains: And thus in 


Aberd, Sept. 7. Yours bn hi; ſweet Lord 
1673, Jeſus, S. R. 


Nr 


Ts the Earle of Cafills, 
My very Henourable and Noble Lord. 


Race,mercy & peace be ro your Lo'pardon metoerprefſy 

F my earneſt defire to your Lo: for Zirms fake, for whom 

we should not hold our peace, I know your Lo: will take my 
plerding on this behalf inthe berter part, becauſe the neceffiry 
offs Falling & weak Chun ch is urgent, Ibeleeveyoor Lo: n 
one of Zien's Friends, & that by obligarion; for whes the Lord 
shall court & write vp the people, it 5hall be writren , this man 
gas born there: Therefore becauſe your Lo: is 2 bor ſor of the 
hr aſe] bepe your dfire is, that the beavry & glory ofrhe Lord 
may dwe'l jn the midſt of the ciry , whereof your Lo! fr 2 ſon, 
Je muſt be without 2M daubr the greateſt horrur of your place 
& houle, ro ki the fon of God, & for his Che ro be kird ro his 
nppr: ſed & wronged bride, who now in rhe day of ber defo. 
lotion beggeth k:1p of you , that are rhe sbields of tbe earth: 1 
am ſure mary Kings , Princes & Kobles , in the day of Chrift's 
ſeord coming z world be gladto run errands for Chriſt, even 
Fort ferted thoreow fire & water; but inthat day he will have 
more Of their ſervice? Now he is as king, if your Le - will help 
kim » agairft the miphry of the earth ; when men are ſerting 
theirfhe viders ro Chrift's fair & beaurifull rent in this lard, to 
loofe it's fakes & to brezk it down & certainly fuch as ate ror 
with*Chrift are 5g ainft him 2: & Vlefſed hall your Lo: be ofthe 
I} ord , bl eds ff your bowſe & ſer be , & blefſed 3ha?your 
Egca7 be, if ye cnpeawnl & iy tn Chiift\ —_— 
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Epiſt. 63. '. Letter » + 14s 
Caffill: (& it is bur a thaddow in og of checiry 
without bands ) and lay iteven at the » father chen Chriſt 
& born-down truth want a wirneſs af you, agaiaft che apoſtabie 
of this land. Ye bold your lands of Chriſt , your charters are 
under his ſeal, &he who hath many crownes on his head,dealerth, 
cutterh , avd carveth pieces of this clay-hericage ro mes, at big 
pleaſure, Ir is little your Lo: bath togive him, he will noc 
ſleep long in your common » but shall ſurely pay home your lo(- 
ſes for his cauſe. It is but or bliercd eyes that look thorow & 
falſe glaſs ro this idol- god of clay » & think ſome thing ofic 2 
They who are paſt with their laſt ſentence ro heaven or hell , & 
have madetheir reckoning , & departed out of this ſmoky innes 
have now no other conceit ofthis world, bur as a piece of begui. 
ling wel-luſtred clay : & how faft dorh time (like a flood in 
motion) cari'y wks : our ofir * & is nor eternity coping 
with wings * Court goth not in heaven asit doth bere. Our 
Lord » (whe hath all you the Nebles, lying in thesbcll of his 
ballanee) cſtermerh you, accordingly as ye are the bridegroom's 
frirds or foes: Y our Honourable Ancefors, with the hazerd of 
their lives, brought Chriſt tro cur bards, & it shall be cruclty rg 
the poſterity, if ye loſe bim to ther. One gf our tribes, Lev?; 
Sons the watchmen, are fallen from the Lard, & have ſold their 
mother, & thirſarhir alſo » & the Lord's troth » for their new 
vilvet-worlds & their ſatin-church, lf ye the Nobles play Chrit 
4 ſlip, vow when his back is at the wall,(if I may ſo ſpeak) then 
way we ſay , that the Lord bath caſtes warer upon Scothangd*s 
ſmoking coal : Burt we bope berter things of you. It is no 
wiſdom , however it be the S14te- wiſdom now in requeftzrg be 
filenty » hep they are caftiog lots for a berter thing then Chr:A's 
coat. All this lard, agd every man's part ofrhe play for Chiiſt, 
and tears of pcor and friendlet Zion, ( cow going dool. like in 
ſackcloth) are up in heaven before our Lord, andihere is no 
quiſtion, but cur king and Lord :ball be maſter of the fields ar 
length , & ve weuld all be plad ro divide the ſpoile with Chrift, 
&101ide in triumph with bim 3 but Oh bow few will rake a 
cold bed of firaw in the camp, with bim! How faio weuld men 
have a wel- thatched houſe above their heads , all the way to 
keare: 
_ 
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heaven? And mivy now would go to heaven the Lond way 
(for they love tot. th be (ea tick) elf up roChrifſt upon foot. 
wantles , 4nd rathng coaches, and ne their velyct with the 
Princes of the Land , in the high; ſears. If this be rhe way 
Chriſt called ſtrair and narrow , I quite all sKill of the way to 
ſalvation. Arc they not now roping Chriſt and the Colpel? 
Havethey oot put our Lord Telus ro the marker, & he who our. 
bideth his fellow hall ot him © 'O my Dear & Noble Lord, 
von (howbeir the wind be in your face) ro back our prince« 
y Captain ; be courspious forhim t fear not theſe who have 
no ſabſcribed leaſe of dayes z the worms thall cat kings: let the 
Lord Jeboah be your fear > And then as the Lord llvak, the 
victory is youre, It is rruc, many are ſtriking up a new way ro 
heaven ; but my ſoul for theirs, if they findeit;, & if this be gs 
the onely way 1 whoſe end is Chri(t's father's houſe : And my 
weak experience, ſince the day,l wzs firſt in bonds, hith confire 
med me in the truth & aſſurance of this : Let Dofors k learned 
men cry the contrair, | am per ſwaded this is the way :. the Lows 
tom bath fallen out of both their avir & conſcience ax oucey their 
book hath b-gniled them for we have fallen upon the xrucChiiſt, 
1 dare hazard, if 1 alone had ren (@uls, my (alyation upon this 
one , thet many now break their bones upon, Let them rake 
chi far world, Oh poor and hungry is their paradiſe! Therefore 
ler me envecart your Ls: By your compearance bc fore Chriſt, 
yo while rhis piece of the afternoon of your day is before you, 
( for ye know nor when your ſun will rarn , & eternity chall be- 
night you?) Jet your glory + bhoncay and might worldy be for 
ovr Lord Jeſus * Andrn hic rich orace » and render mercy, and 
tothe 1-ver-dying comforts of his gracious Spirit I recon.mend 
your Lo: And Noble houſe, 


Abrrd. Sept. 9. Your Lo: at allobee 
16:7. dicwce. $. R. 


aw__—_ 


Ex 
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F To the Lady "y 


LS A- & © 1 R-1 HE 
MISTRESS. 


Race, Mercy & Peace be to you. Thopeye know whar 

couditiens palt betwixtChriſt & you,at your firſt | 
Ye remember, he aid , your ſummer dayes would have clouds, 
and your roſe a prickly rhorn befideir; Chriſt is unmixt im 
heaven , all (weernels and honey , here we have bim with his 
thorny and rovgh croſs z yetl know no tree beareth ſweeren 
ſruit,theo Chriſt's croſs , except | would raife a lieing report an 
it. It w your part to take Ebriſt, «s he is ro be had in this like 2 
Suffcriops are like a wood planted round abeur his houſe 3; ove 
ddor =- window : If we could hold faft our gripe of him, the 
field werewon, Yet alittle while and Chriſt «ball crigmph 2 
Give Chriſt his own short time, to ſpin out theſe two 
threeds of heaven and hell ro all mankiod , for certainly the 
threed will not break; and when be hath accomplished his work 
in mount 7 ion. and hath refined his ſilver, he will bring new vel- 
{cs our of the furnace , and plenish highouſe,and rake up houſe 
2g4in- [ counſel you, to free your ſelf ofclogging rem prationss 
by overcoming ſoma. & contemning others, and watching ever 
all : abide truc ard loyal to Chriſt , for few now are faſt to him 2% 
they give Chriſt blank papers for a bond of ſervice and arten® 
dance, now when Chriſt hath meſt adoe: te waſte a little bloed 
with Chriſt , and to put ouy part of this drofſie world in pawne 
over in his hand , as willing to quite it for bim is the (afcſt ea- 
binet to keep the world in * But theſe who weuld rake the world 
and all thcir flizting oa theis backs & ran away from Chriſt, 
will fall by the way » & leave their burden behindethega z & be 
taken captive themſelves. Well were my foul ro put all I have ; 
hf- and foul , over in Chrift's hands ; let hizg be forth-coming, 
far all- Ifany azk , bow I doe? Ianſwer, none Can bþe bur 
well that are in Chriſt': Andifl 'were nog. ſo, my (uſteringe 
had melted me away io aches and ſmoke; 1 thank my Locdy tha 
be bath (omcyhing in me Qt. this hey canes qonlene, Rey 
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znember my love to your hucband, & thow him from me, 1 de« 
fire that he may ſer abide all chings, & make ſure work of falya. 
tion , that ic be not a ſeeking , when the (and glaſs is run our, 
& time & creroity chall eryſt rogether ; There is no errand (@ 

ighty as this: O that be would take it to heart. Grace be 
wiityes. 

Aberd, Yours in Chriſt Teſus bis 
Lord, S. K. 


To the Lady 
D UTzNSSSSESI Db 


MISTRESS. 


Jos to bear from you , and how ye go on with Chiift: 1 
am ſure char Chriſt and ye once mer; I pray you, faſten your 
grips; there is holding anddrawingy and much ſea-way to hea- 
yeo,and weare ofren ſea- fick; but the yoyage is ſo needfull, thar 
we muſt on acy termes rake shipping with Chriſt, 1 beleeve ir 
is a good countrey we are going to , & there is ill lodging in 
this (aoaky bouſe of the world, in which we are yer living, 
Oh that we should love ſmoke ſowell , &clay that holdeth our 
feer faſt ! It were our happineſs to follow on after Chriſt , and 
te anchor our ſelves upon the rock, in the upper fide of the yail, 
Chriſt and Satan are now drawing to partics , & they are blinde 
who ſee not Scotland divided in two camps, & Chrift coming 
our with his white banner of love, and he hangeth char over the 
heads of his ſouldiers« And the other Captain y the Drapry, 
i* coming out with a great black flag , and crieth, the world, 
he world, eaſe, bonowy, & a whole chin; and a ſoft couch; and 
there lie rhoy » & leave Chriſtro ſend for bimſelf: My counſel 
is, hat ye come our & —— — A- ler Chriſt _ 
bur company : Lot then rake clay & this preſent world , who 
| nar. Chritt is « more worthy & noble portion : Bleſſed arg 
theſe who get kigz: It ig good gre the ſtorta riſe re wake wy 
' 
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all , andeo be prepared to goto the camp with Chriſt, _ 
vill noe keep the hewſe , nor fir at the bre»fide, with couchers 3 
A showr for Chriſt is little enough. Ob 1 finde all roo little for 
him! Woe, woe, wot's me, that I hayeno propine for my 
Lord Jeſus: My loveis fo fecklcls, tharitis 8 thame to offer 
it ro him. Ob ifir were as broad as heaven, as deep as the ſea » 
[ would glady beſtow it upon him ! Iperſwade you, God is 
wringing grapes of red wine for Scotland , and this land hall 
drink & ſpuc &fall: His cnemics shall drink the thick of irs 
& the grounds of it ; Burt Scotland's withered tree thall blaſſom 
again , & Chriſt shall make a ſecond marriage vith her, & rake 
home his wife out of the furnace; bur if our eyes shall fac it, hg 
knowcth who hath created time, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
leſus. S. R. 


CY —_—— — 


Toe JONET MCULLOCH 


Loving Siſter. 


Race, mercy» & peace be to you : Hold on your courſe; 

for it may be, 1 will nec ſoon ſee you : venture _—_ 
the thick of all things after Chriſt , loſe not your 
Chriſt, in the throng of this great marker, Ler Chriſt know 
how heavy ,a0d how many a fone weight you; and your cares , 
burdens croſſes , and fins are; let him bear all: Make the he 
rirage ſure to your ſelf : get charters & writs paſſed & _ 
& pur on arms for the batrel, & keep you faſt by Chriſt, & 
letthe wind blow out of what airth it will , your ſoul will cot 
blow in the ſca. I ficde Chriſt the moſt Readable friend and 
companion in the world to me now: the need & uſcfulacs of 
Chriſt is ſcen beft io trials, Oh if ke be not well worthy of his 
room! Lodge him 1o houſe and beart; agd ſtir up your band 
to ek the Lord ; 1 wonder be hath never written ro me 2: 14o 
not forget him, I taught you the whole counſel of God , and 
deliyerd it $0 yen; ll beimquirlfor, a your hands, 

+ 


have 
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have in readyneſs, againſt the time that the Lord ask for it: 
make you to meet the Lord ; & reſt & Neep in the love ofthas 
faiceſt among the ſons of men ; Detire Chriſt's beamy : give 
extall your love to him, & let none fallby : Learnin prayer to 
ſpeak co bim: belp your wether”; ſoul , & defire her from me, 
to ſeck the Lord avd his (alvation , ir is not ſoen found, many 
miſs ir> Grace be with you. 


iAberd* 1737» Your Loving Paſtor, S.R. 
To my Tord 
C RAITUOUO HW:ASL 
My Lord. 


R__— cxponnd your Le:eontrary tides, and theſe teorations, 
w herewith yeare aſſaulted, ro be any other thing bur Chriſt 
trying you.&ſzying unto you, & will ye alſo leave me. 1 am fure, 
Chciit hath a great advantage agaioſt you , if ye play ford pity 
co him , in that the holy Spirit hath dene his part , in evidenc- 
in$ £Q your conſcience / this is the way of Chriſt, wherein 
ye +hall have peace ; and the other , as ſure as God liveth, the 
Amichriſi's way : Therefore as ye fear God, fear your lights & 
Nand in awe of a convincing coalcience : it is far betrer for your 
L 6: to keep your conſcience,and to hazard,in ſuch a honourable 
cauſc z your place; then wiltully avd againſt your light to come 
updcr guiltincſs : Kings cannot heal broken conſciences ; and 
when death and judgemenc shall comprize your ſoul, your coun- 
ſellers & others cannot become cautioato luftice for you. Ere 
it be long our Lord will put a finall determination to ARs of 
Parliament & mens laws, aod will clear you before men & Ane 
gee om unjuſt —_ Ye —_ Honour , & Meats 
Authoricy , & Riches & Reputation Leed , to 
forward & advance the liberties & freedom ofChrifi Kingdom: 
Men, whoſe conſciences are made of ftourach , think liccle of 
luck maacrers , which notwithſtanding incroack directly upos 
Chrift's 
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Chriſt « prerogatiue royal, So would men think it a lighe mat- 
ter for $7 ab ro put our his hand,ro hold the Lord's fillio 
ack,burfit'c oft him Wie life, And who doubterh, bur 2 carnal Frien 
will adviſe you, to chus your window ,& pray beneath your 
breath; Ye m 1kr 205 great 4 din with your pravers ; fo would's 
bead-of- wit ſpeak , ye were in Daniel's place: Bur mensovers 
guilded reaſons will not help you, when your conſcience is like 
torive with a double charge. Alas, alas, when will this world 
learn to ſubmit their wiſdom to the wiſdom of God. I am ſure, 
your Lo : hath found thetruth ; £0 not chen toſearch ir ever 
again; for it 1s ordinary for men to make deubts » when they 
have aminde to deſert thetruch. Kings are not their own men, 
their wayes are in God's hand. [ rejoyce & am gia that ye re« 
ſolve to walk with Chriilt, howbcir his court be thin. Graes 
be with your Lo: 


Aberd. Sept. 7, Your Lo: inhis ſweet Maſter and 


1637. Lord Teſus WW 
To WILLIAM RIGGE. 
of Atherny.; 


Worthy & much honoured Sir. 


Race» mercy and peace betoyou : How (ad # prifaner 
T would | bes if | knew not that my Lord lefys hid the 
keys of the priſon bimſcif ; and that his deatlt and blood hath 
bought a blefling ro our crotias, as well as to our (rlves; 
fluces, troubl-s have no prevailing right over us, it they wy 
our Lord's Serjeants, to keep us in ward while we ure to-4 
lide of heaven I am perſwaded alſo , that they «hall got go oven 
the berund-roa4 , nor enter inte heavep with us ; for they hnde 
vo welcome there, where there i5.no more deat b, neither (onrouts 
nor erving , neither more pajn : & thexetoge we d | jeavei 
ther behunde us. Oh if | could get as good 4 gate of gn,crenths 
woſull & wierch:d body of fin » as L get of '« crols {Nag 
K 3 indecd 
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Tndced I think the croſs beareth bark me andit (elf, carher then 1 
i , in compariſon of the tyranny of the lawleſs flesh & wicked 

- that dwellerh Chriſt's new creature: Burt Oh, 
this is that which preſſcrh me down, & painerh me: Jeſus Chriſt 
in his (ainee firrerh neighbour with an ill ſecond, corruprion , 
deadneſs, coldneſs, pride, luſt » worldlineſs, (clf-love, fe. 
curity , falchood , * a world of moe the like » which 1 fande 
in me,that aredaily doing violeoce tothe new man. O bur we 
have cauſe to carry low ſails, & ro cleave faſt ro free grace, free, 
free grace ! Bleſſed be our Lord, that ever that way was found 
out : If my one foot were in heaven y and my ſoul half in, if 
free-will and corruption wereab(olute Lords of mes 1 should 
never win wholly in. O but theſweer y new and living way, 
ghar Chriſt hath ſtyoke up ro our home , be a ſafe way ; 1 finde 
powmpreſence and accels a rearer dainty then before, but va 
the bridegroem looketh dovagh the _—_ and thorow the Un 
of the door. Q ifhe and I were on fair dry land together, in the 
pther fide of the water. Grace be with you. 


(Aberd. Sept. 30. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
16437 Jeſus, SK. 


To the Lady 
KILCONQUHAIR. 


MISTRESS. 


Race , mercy and peace bets you: I received your leterr” 

[ am heartily content, ye love and own this oppreſſed and 
wronged cauſe of Chriſt, and that now when ſo many are miſ- 
carried, ye arein any meaſure raken with the love of Jeſus: wea- 
not, but come in; and (ce if there be not more tn Chriſt, then 
rongue of men and Angels. can expreſs : If ye ſeek a gare to 

a the way iv in him, or , bei it: What ye want is rres- 
fared up in Jeſus, & he ſaith, al bis are yourryeven bis Kingdom, 
F< i Horan ro divide it betwixt him and you , yea his thrane & 
- f hu 
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his glory » Lack: 21. 30. Job. 17+ 24. Re7s 3- 21. & There- 
fore take pains to climb up that belieged houſe ro Chrift : for 
devils, men and armics of remprations are lymg abOut thehouſe, 
to hold our all chat are out , and it is taken with violence: It is 
pet a ſmooth and cafic ways neither will your weather be fair & 
pleaſant 5 but whoſoever ſaw the invitible God & the fair city , 
make no reckoning of loſſes or croſſes: in ye muſt be , E 
you whar it willy ſtand nor for 2 price, & for allthar ye havezts 
vinchecaſtle; the rights toir arc won ro you, & iris diſponed- 
ts yous in your Lord Jeſus's reſtzment, & ſee whata far legac 
your dying friend ChriF hath leſt you: And there wanter 
noching but polleſſion. Then ger up, in the ſtrength of the- 
Lord; get over the water to polleſs that good land ; Ir is bet®' 
ter then a land of olives and wine trees ; for the tree of life, tha# 
beartth twelte manmer of ſruits every moneth , 1s there before 
you » & 4pure river of liſe , clear ascryſtal , proceeding ous of 
the throne of God and of the L amb, isthere. Your time is shorr, 
therefore loſe no time : Gracious and faithfull is be » who hath 
called you to his Kingdom & glory. Theciry is yours by free 
conqueſt & by promiſe, & therefore let no uncouth Loyd-idol 
put you from your own. The d:vil bath cheated the fimple heir 
of bis Paradiſe, & by enticing us to taſte of che forbidden fruit » 
hath, as it weres boughr us out of our kindly beritage: Bur ont 
Lord, Chriſt Jeſus, bath done more then bought the devil by, for 
he hath redeemeAtbe wod ſer,& made the poor heir freero the ih 
heritance,If we knew the glory of our elder brother in heaven,wt 
would long to be there #0 ſce him , & to per our hll of heaves © 
We children think the carth a fair garden, bur ir is but God's oupe 
field, & wilde, cold , barren groand : All things are fading that 
are here : Iris our happineſs ro make ſure Chriſt ro our ſeive?, 
Thus remewbring my love to your busband, & wishiag to blk 
what I write to you, I commit you to God's tender mercy, -* 


fAberd. Sept, 13. Yours in biz ſweet Lord _ 
- 21635. Jeſs, S, R. 


w 
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To the Lady 
CRAIGH AL L 
Honour ab!c and Chriflian Lady. 


(5: mercy & be to you : I cannot but writeto 
r £4: ofthe —_ & glorious rexmes lam io with the 
moſt joyful Kiog that ever was , undcr this well thriving & pro- 
np is myLord*s (alyation wrought by his own 11g he 

» that the water docth not ſuffocart the breath of hope 
& joyfull inthe Lord Jeſus : For his awn perſou is (14ll 
in hocump ol his poor ſouldicr, I fer, thecrolsis ried with 
Chriſt's hand ro the cod of an honeſt prof. (on : We are but 
Gook to endeavour toloole Chriſt's knot. When 1 conſider the 
comforts of God , I durſt oor conſent to (ell or wed-ſet my 
ghort lifeerent of rhe croſs of the Lo!d Jeſus. 1 know that 
Chrift bought with his own blood a right to lanctificd & bleiſed 
eroffes , in as far, as they blow me over the water, to my long 
defired hame: & it were not good that Chriſt + bould be the buy- 
or & I the ſeller, I know rime & death shall rake (uffcriogs 
fairly off my hand : 1 hope we 5hall have an boneſt parting ar 
might » whea this piece cold & froſty afrernoon-tide of my evil 
&@ raugh day chall be over: Well ismy ſoul of either ſweer 
or ſowre, char Chriſt bath any part or portion in: if he be ar the 
ovccnd of it, ſhall be wdll with me. 1 s hall dic crel Libelt faults 
againſt Chriſt's croſs ; ic hall have my. reftimonial under my 
hand , as an hon and ſaving mean of Chriſt , for mortifica= 
pion & faith's growth. I haves ſtronger aſſurance; fincel came 
evcr Forth, of the excellency of Jelus, then I had before. l am 
rather about bim, theo io him, whilc 1 am abſcort from himy in 
This bouſc of clay: Burt I would bc in beayen for ao other caulc, 
bur to cflay & try » what boundlch joy it muſt be, robe over 
Kead & cars in my welbelored Chiilt's love. O that Fair due baib 
wy bears for evermere | bur alas , itis over litzle far him! O 
{fit were berrer & more worthy for his ke! O if I might meer 
with him face ro face, in this adcof eternity y & might bave 


leave 
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kavetoplcad with him , that | am ſo hno & famiched heres 
vich the niggardly portion of his love, that he giverh me | Q 
that I might be carver & tzwardſmy ſelf , at mince own will, of 
Chrilt's love! (ifI may lawfully” wish this) chco would I cone 
large my veilel (alas) a narrow andebbe fonl) aud rake in a fea 
of his love. My hanger forit is baogry aod lean, in beloevin 
that ever I chall be ſatisfied with that love, fo j4in would 1 
have, what 1 wine I camnct bold, © Lord Jeſus, delight= 
eft thou, delighteft rhous to pine and torment poor ſouls withebe 
want of thy incomparable love | O if 1 durft call thy diſpenſa= 
$10n cruell\ ] know, thou thy ſelf art mercy, without cizber brins 
or bottom ;, 1 know, thou art a God bankFull of mercy & love, 
but Ob alas ! little of it contth my way: I dic to look a far 
off ro that love, becauſe Tean ger bur lirtle ofic:; Bur hope 
faith , this providence shall cre long look more favourably u- 
pon poor bodies, avd me alſo. Grace be with your La; Spirit. 


Aberd. Sept. 10. Yours La: in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus. $. R. 


—_— 
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TM J AMES HAMILTON. ; 


Reverend and dear Brother. 


Eace betoyou from God our father and from our Lord Je- 
Pi : I am laid low, when I remember what Iam, and that 
my out-fide caſtech ſach a !uſtre, whenlI finde (o little within, fr 
is a wander that Chriſt's glory is not defiled ranoing _—_ 
ſuch an unclcan and impure channel ; Bur 1 fee Chriſt will 
Chriſt, inthe d4reg and refwſe of men : bis art , hisshining wiſ- 
dom, his beauty (peakerh loudeft 10 blackneſs, weakneſs, dead- 
nels , yeaio nothing, I (ce, nothing , nao moacy , no worth, 
no good, no life, no deſerving is the ground that omniporency 
> lory out of. O how ſveet is the inger ide 
of the walls of Chriſt's bouſe » and a roam befide himſelf! my 
diſtance from himakeeth me ſad. O that we were in others 
arms / O that the middle things berwixt ug were xemoved } 
. K x5 ; I bade 
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I inde ir a difficulr matter to keep all ftots with Chriſt: when be 

hk 1 ſcarce beleeve it , I would fo fain baveirtrne, Bur 
I am like a low man looking up to a high mountain, whom 
werineſs and fainting overcomerh. I wouldclimb up ,* bur 1 
findethar I do not advadte in my journey, as I would with: Yer 
Irruſt he cball rake me home agaiaſt night. I marvel not that 
«Antichriſt in his Oaves is ſo bufie, but our crowned King ſecrh 
and beholderb, and will ariſe for Ziow?s latery. I am exceedingly 
difteated with letrers, and company thac vifire me; what I can 
do, ortime willpermirt, [ sball not omit : Excuſe my brevity, 
for Iam ſtraitoed. Remember the Loxd®s priſoncr 3 I defire ts 
be migdfull of you. Grace , gracc be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 7. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus. S. K. 


O——— 


Te MGEORGE DUMBAR. 


Revergid and Dearly belo-ed im the Lord. 


Race > mercy and peace beto you : Becauſe your words 
\ ye firengrhened many , 1 was filent , expefting ſome 


lincs from you 10 my bonds, & this is the cauſe why I wrote pot 
to you: but now | amfdbrecd ro broak off and (prak. 1 never 
belceved till now, that there was (o much to be found in Chriſt, 
in this 6de of dearh and of heaven. O the ravishments of h:a- 

joy that may be had here , in the (mall gleaningy of com- 
Gorts that fall from Chriſt ! what fools are we , who know ner, 
and cantider not the _ and oy celliog rhat is ip the very 
—_— acd the firft fruits of our hoped-for harveſt! How 
foeet , ſweet is our infeftrment } O what then muſt perſoo- 
al be! ] finde that my Lord jeſus hath not miſcooked 
er ſþile this ſweet croſs, he hath an eye on the fire and the mele= 
ing gold , to ſeparate the mertall and the dros. O bow much 
time would it take me, to rcad my ebpligations ro Jeſus, ary 
Lard, who will ocicher have the fauch awn to be burnt ro 
Shes; noe yer vill have 2 poor balecyer io che fire —— 
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like Epraimy's uoturned cake ! this is the wiſdom ofhim , who 
bath bis fire in Zion and farnace in Feruſalem. I need not either 
bud or flatter temptations , crofles , nor ſtrivero = the Devil 
or this malicious world by , or redeem their kiodoeſs with half 
a hair - breadth oftruch : He whois ſurety for his ſervant for 
goed, docth powerfully over-rale all char. 1 ſce my priſon harh 
neither leck nor door; 1 am free in my bonds » and my chaios 
are made of rotten (traw , they shall nor bide oce pull of faith, Þ 
am ſure they are in hell, who would exchange theix,t ormecnts 
with our crofles, ſuppoſe rhey shoald never be delivered , and 
give twenty thouſand years rorment ro boot,to be in oar bonds 
or ever: & therefore we wrong Chriſt, who ſigh & fear & doubr 
& deſpend in them. Our ſufferings are washen 1a Chriſt's blood, 
as well as ourſouls ; for Chriſt's merits bought 2 bleſſing rothe 
croſſes of the ſons of God 3; and Jaſus hath a backbonat of alb 
our temprations , that the free warders shall come out by law 
acd juſtice » in reſpect of the infinite and great ſummerhar rhe 
Reicemer paid. Ourtroubles owe us a tree paſſage through 
them: devils and mea and croſſes are our debrers, and death 
and all forms are our debrers, to blow aur poor called bark 
over the water fraught+free,and to (cr the travellers in their own 
known ground : Therefore we 5ball dic and yes live: we aro 
over the water (ſame way already 3, we are married , and our 
tocher-good is payed 5 we are already more then conquerours 2 
If the devil and the world knew + how the court with our Lord 
Shall goe 1 am ſure they would bire death to take us off their 
hand ; our ſufferings arethe onely wrack & ruine of the black 
Kingdom : and yer a little and the — muſt play him- 
ſelf with bones & lain bodies of theLamb's followers;zbut with 
all we ſtand with the hundred fourty C& four thouſand, who are 
with the Lamb, upon the rop of mount Ziow : Antichriſt &% 
bis followers are down in the yalley ground » we have the ad» 
vantage of the hill: our temptations are alwayes beneath » our 
waters are beneath our breath ; as dying and behold we line : 1 
never heard before of a living death , or a quick death » but 
cars: our death is not like the common death; Chriſt's skill, bis 
handy work, & a new caſt of Chriſt "admirable an, may be form 
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in our quick death. I bleſs the Lord, that all onr troubles come. 
chrough Chriſt's fingers, and rhat be caſterh ſagar amor 
them, and caſtcrh in ſome ennce weights of heaven and © 
rhe (pirir of glory (rhac reſterh on ſuffering beleevers) in our 
cups in which there is no raſte ofhell, My dear Brother, ye 
know alltheſc berrer then I : I ſend water to the ſea, to ſprak of 
cheſe things ro you + Bur it caſerh me, to delire you ro help me 
to pay Oribure of praiſe ro leſas. O what praiſes I owe him ! 1 
would wercein my free heritage » that I mig hr begin ro ply 
my debts ro leſus. I catreat for your prayers aad praiſes: 1 
forget not you, 

Aberd. Sept, 17. Your brether and (low ſufferer 'n 

1637. and for Chrift. $. K, 


— _ — O—— 


To Mr DAVID DICKSO N: 
Reverend and wedbelorocd brother inthe Lard, 


Bleſs theLord,who hath ſo worderfally ſtopped the on- going 

of that lawlcis proceſs againſt you, The Lord reignerh, and 
hath aſaving eye upon you and your miniſtery; & therefore fear 
not what men can do. | bleſs the Lord, that the Irizh miniflers 
hodeemployment ; & the profcilors comfort ofthear a nittery ; 
Releeve me, I darft nor, ail am now diſpoſed, hold an ho. 
nel{t brother our of the pulpir: I cruſt, the Lord shall guard you, 
& hide you in the shadow of his hand : IT am not pleaſed with a- 
ny thatare againſt you in that. 1 ſee this, in proſperiry m«ng 
conſcience will hoc tart at ſmall fins: Bur if Come hat been 
where 1 have been, fince 1 came from you , a little more would 
have cauſed their eye water » & rroubled their pezce, O how 
ready are we tornchne to the worli*s- hand * Our ar curncnts 
being well examined are often drawn from our «kn : the whole 
Skin and a peaceable rabernacles a ropich maxime , in great re- 
queſt tm our Lopick. 1 finde a latle breirding of God's ſeed in this 
rout, for the which the Doftors have told me their minde z 
45 cannot bear with it > and have examined and threat- 
the people, that haunt my c ; I frar 1 get nor jeave 
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NT 4a call- 1 would 1 could make 'acquatntanee with. 
Chrilt's croſs , for 1 finde, comforts lyeto, & follow upon the 
croſs. 1 ſuffer tn my name by them : 1 rake it as a part of the 
crucifying of the od man : Ler rhem cut the throar of my 
credit, & doe as they like beſt with it » when the wind of their 
calumnics hath blown away my good name from me, is the 
way to heaven , I know Chriſt will cake my name our of che 
mire, & wathir, & reſtore it to me again, I would have a 
minde (if the Lord would be pleaſcd ro give me it ) to be a fool 
for Chiſt's fake. Somerimes ,while I have Chriſt in my arms, I 
fall allcep with the (weernels of hispreſence, & he in my Nleep 
ſtcaleth away our of my arms , & when awake I miſs bim, 
ain mach comforted with my Lady pirſiigo , a good womany& 
acquaioted with God's wayes. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. Sept, 11, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. leſw. $S. KR. 


To theright honourable , my Lord 


S 0. FF WP 5 2 


Right honourable, ow 
Race mercy & peace beto your Lo: I rejoyce exccedingly 
thacT hearyoar Lo: bath « good minde to Chrift, & his 
pow-born-down truth, My very drar Lord, go on,in the 
firength of the Lord , rocarry your honowy & worldly glory ro 
the new Teruſalem: For this cauſe your Lo: received thele ofthe 
Lord ; this is a ſure way for the eſtablichmeor of your houſe , if 
ye be of theſe, who are willing in your place to build Zion's old 
waſte Places in Scorland Your Lo: wanteth nor God's & man's 
law beth, now to come to the ſtreers for Chrift : & ſuppoſe the 
baftard _ of _ were agaioſt you, it is a z 
crroury if here ye fp againſt a point or puortMlio ftandiog 
_ when yout foot (li bin fuck known growed oo Oi 
prerogative of eur bigh & moſt rruly dread Soveraign(w 
bath many crowns on his 1X rkerrinokd wrbtn . 
willkeld yoy epic Gulitheyba viontnBd#rhilrear? 
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& dash their heads againſt tones: I wish your Lo: bave a»hare 
of that bleffiag, with other worthy Nobles in our land. It is tracy 
| is now accounted wiſdom for men to be partoers in pulling 
op the ſtakes, & lookog the cords of the rent of Chriſt: but I am 
per (waded, that that wiſdom is cried down in heaven , & thall 
never paſſe for true wiſdom with the Lord , whoſe word Crieth 
shane upon wi againſt Chriſt & truth : & accordingly it hall 
prove shame&contufion of face in the cod. Our Lord hath given 
your Lo: light ofa better ſtamp, & learning alſo, wherein ye are 
not behinde the diſputer and the ſcribe, O what a bleſſed thing 
is it, to ſee Nobility , Learing % Santtification, all concurre 
inone ! For the yeowe your felf ro Chiiſt & his Cingdom : 
God hath be-wildercd & be-miſted the wit & the learniog of 
the ſcribes & diſputers of this time ; they look aſquint to the 
Bible: This bliodiag and be- miſtiog world blind/oldetb meos 
lights that they are affraid to (ce ſtraight out before them , nay 
their very light playeth the knavegor worle, to truth, Y our Lo: 
knoweth, within a lietle while, Policy agaioſt rruth will blugh, 
& the works of men shall burv,cyen their (piders-webywho ſpin 
ous many, hundred ells & webs of indifferencies, in the Lord's 
worship, moe then ever Moſes, who would have an boof mat- 
terial,& Daiel,who would have,a lvok out at 4 window, a mat- 
zer of life & death, then ever (1 ſay) theſe men of God dreamed 
of. Alas.that men dare shape,carve,cut & clippe our King's Prin- 
cely Teſtamenr, in length & breadth & in all dimenſions, ane 
ſw-rable tothe conceptions of ſuch policy,as a bead of wit think» 
eth a ſafe & trim way of ſerving God. Row have men forgotten 
the Lord , that they daregoc againſt even that truth, which 
once they-preached themſelves , howbeic their ſermons now be 
as-thip ſownzas ſtraw-berries in a wood or wilderneſs. Certainly 
the feceteſt and Gafeſt courſeis , for this thort time of the 
afternoon of this old and declining world, to ſtand for Jeſus : 
he hath (aid it » andir is our part to beleeveit, that ere it be 
leng, Time sball Ts IE as 
« garment : Do wenot ſecit already an old , hollic.andgebreeds 
rnd ap yur) rs and lame natureþ tell us, 
what the Lvd vil fl up rhe urns ad oy x ah, 
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that the beavens chall be folded rogerirer as a (cro{l , & this yeftJ 
houſe sball be burnt with fire , & char both plenisbing & walls 
chall mele with fervent hear ? for at the Lord's coming he wilf 
doe with rhis earth, as men do* With a leper houſe , he wil burn 
the walls with fire & rhe pleotshiog of the houſe alſs, 2+ Pet. 
10, 14, My very Dear Lord, bow sball ye rejoycoin that days 
£0 bave Chriſt, Angels, heaven, & your own conſcience to 
o you. | am perſwaded , one fick night through the terrors 
of the Almighty » would make men ( whoſe conſcience hark 
ſuch a wide | h , as a0 image like a Cathedral Church would 
ooe down it ) have other thoughts of Chriſt and his wor- 
thip, then now they pleaſe themſelves with, The ſcarcity of 
faith io the carth ſayerh, We arc hard upenthe laſt nick ofrtimes 
Bleſſed are theſe who keep __ clean , againſt the 
Bridegroom's _ There 5hall be ſported clothes, & 
defiled gparrmentss at his laſt coming ; & therefore few found 
worthy to walk with him in white. 1 am perſwaded, 
Lord, this poor tratelling woman , our peined Church, 1s 
with childe of victory , & 5hall bring forth a man-childe, thac 
thall be caught up to God & his throne , howbeir the D 
(in his followers ) be attending the childe . birth-pain, ax an 
Egyptian mid wife, to recrive the birth & ravgleir: Iſa. 25:8. 
Buc they shall be diſappointed , who thirſt for the deftruttion of 
Zron,they hall be ar when a hungry man dreameth that be cateeh;, 
but behold be awaketh & his ſoul ir empty;or when a thir fly mans 
dreameth,that be drmketh but behold he awaketh&is faine acbig 
ſoul is not fatisfied: ſo hal it be , 1 fay , with the multitude of all 
the nations #hat fight againſt mount Zion, Therefate the weak, 
feeble, theſe that are orc & wonders in 1ſrarl have choſen 
the beft fide , even the fide that victery is upon ; & 1 think, this 
isoo evil policy. Verily for my felf, Iam fo well pleaſed with 
Chriſt & his noble&« boneft- born croſs , rhis Croſs that ixtome 
of Chrift's houſe, & is of kin to kimfelf, tha 1 thould weepy ifig 
should come to niffering & bartering of locs & condition, 
thoſothat are 43 caſe in Zion: 1 hai ftill my choice z peed 
my ſelf inic.1 ſec, & I belceve, there is falyatiaa in this ways thas 
is cr oy whos Poken againft:1 hope ro goevo crernity;&ro ven= 
cury 
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tre upon the laſt evil to the ſaints, evenupon death, fully per= 
ſwaded that this ondly , ven rhis, is the ſaving way for racked 
conſciences, & for weary & loadcn finnerszto finde eaſe & peace 
for evermore ioro: & indeed iris not for any wordly reſpett , 
that I ſpeak ſo of ir : rhe weather is nor ſo borythar 1 have greas 
cauſe to ftarile in my priſon, or to boaſt ofthat entertainment, 
that my good friends, the Prelats, intend for me , whichig 
benichment , if they hall obran their defire , & effeftuar whar 
thy delign; but ler it come , 1 rue not thar I made Chriſt my 
waile & my choice; I think him aythe longer the berter. My 
Lord,lt shall be good ſervice roGod, to hold your noble friend 
& Chief upon 2 good courſe , for the truth of Chriſt. Now the 
very God of peace eftablish your Lo:io Chriſt Jeſus uorothe end, 


Aberd. Sept, 10 Your Lo: in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus. S. R. 
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To the Laird of 
- A SD nA a 


Much bonourcd $:y. 


Race , mercy and peace beroyon: I candoe no more 

| but thank you un papers & remember you to him wbom 1 
ITY for your kindneſ; & care of 2 priſoner. 1 bleſs the Lord, 
the cauſc 1 ſuffer for needeth not to blush before Kings: Chiiſts 
white, hoot & fair truth necdeth eoirh er wax pale for fear, nor 
blusb for sbame. I bleſs the Lord, who bath graced youto own 
©Chiift row, when fo many are afraid ro profeſs him, &hidc him, 
for fezr they ſuffer Joſs by avouching./bim. Alas that ſo many 
In theſe dayce are carricd with the times: As if the r conſcience 
rolt&d upop oyled wheels , fo doe they go avy way the wied 
en thers : a becauſe Chriſt is not yarkes «ſweets men-put 

tn away from thetn, Worthy & mach honoured Sir , go os 
do ow 1 Chriſt and his oppreſſed truths The end of ſufferings for 
the Goſpel is reft & gladuels light EF joy is ſown for the mourn- 
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ers im Zaony & the harveſt (which is of God's making for time 
& manner) is neer + Croſles bave right & claimto Chriſt in kis 
members » till legs & arms & whole miſtycal Chriſt be in' hed» 
ven : There will rain & hail & ſtorm in the ſaiors clonds , 
ever till God Geanſe with fire the works of creation , and till he 
burn the botch-bouſe of heaven & earth, that mens fin hath ſub. 
jected unto #anity. They are bleſſed who (uffer & fin not , for 
ſuffering, is the badge that Chriſt bagh put upon his followers 3 
Take what way wecatto heaven , the way is hedged up with 
crolles, there is vo way , but ro break through chem ; wir & 
wiles » shifts and laws will not m—_—— about the croſs 
of Chriſt , but we muſt through; ovethin experience 

Lord bath raughe me , that the waters berntar Cn 
may all be ridden , if we be well bors'dz 1 means if we be in 
Chriſt 4 avd nat one $hall drown by rhe way , bur ſuch as love 
theic own deftruftion, Oh if we could wait on for atime , and 
belceve in the dark the ſalvation of God! Ar leaft we are tv bes 
l-eve good of Chriſtzrill be give us the ſlip (which is impoſlible) 
& to take his word for caution, that he sball fill up all the blanks 
in bis promiſes, & give us what we want : but to theunbeleever 
Chriſt's Teſtament is white , blank, anwritren paper, Worthy 
and dcar Sir, (et your face to heaven, & make yourto ſtoop at 
all the low entries iv the way: chat ye may receive che Kigg + 
dom as a<hilde ; without this, ke rhat knew the way faid, 
there is po entry in, O but Chrift be willing ro lead a poor 
Goner } O what love myypoor ſoul hath found in him , is the 
houſe of my pilgrimage ! Suppoſe love in heaven and carth 
were loſt , 1 dare ſwear , jt may befourd in Chriſt. Now the 
yeay God of peace eſtablish you, tillthe day of the glorious zp= 
pearance of Chriſt. . 


Aberd. Sept. 3, Yours in hi: ſweet Lord 
1637+ leſur. 5, R, 


To the Lady 
MY SA B 9 © 4» * 


: Mach bonoured and Chriſtian Lady, 


Race, mercy and peace be to vou : 1 long tohear how it 
oeth with you and your childrea: I exhort you, not to 
lhe breath , nor to faint in your journey : The way is not (0 
long fo your home; as it was; ir will wear to one ſtep or an inch 
ar? » and ye thall comecrelong ro br within your arm- 
—_ of the glorious crown, Y our Lord leſus did ſweat and 
ztre hegot up that mount;ke was at father ſave meywith it, 
it war He who,Pſal.22: x4.faid. I ampoured out like water 3 
all my bones are out of joyns (Chriſt was as if they had broken 
= upon the wheel) my heart is like wax,_it is melted in the 
midſt of my bowels. v. 15: My firenpth is dried up like a pot- 
1h cab r to lure, 6$14 the rf a b:rtes his baly Beto 
it you. Croſles have a ſmell of erofſed & pained Chriſt, 
I beleeve your Lord will not leave you to die your alone in the 
way. I know ye have (ad hours, when the comforter is hid un- 
der vail, & when ye inquire ſor him, & finde bur a toom neft 
Thic1t grant is bur a cold good day, when the' ſeeker mificrh 
Bith whom the ſoul loveth; but evcn his unkiodoeck is kind, bis 
aBſtiicte lovely , his mask a ſweet fight , till God ſend Chriſt 
Ffod(eff in his own ſweet preſence: make his ſweet comforts your 
own, & be not ſtrange & chame- faſt with Chriſt: bomely deal. 
ins is beſt for bim 4 it is his liking, When your winter ſtorme 
are over, the ſummer of your Lordhall fome: Y our Gadneſs is 
wirh childe of joy, he will doe you good in the latter end. Take 
»o beavier lift of your children then your Lord allowerh; give 
3 room befide your heart, but not io the yolk of your heart, 
where Chit chould Be ; for then they are your idols, not your 
bairns: if your Lord take zoy of them home to his houſe, before 
the ſtorm come on, take it well, che owner of rhe orchard may 
take down wo or three fhis own trees, before midlum- 
intr,and ere they ger the haxyeſt ſun, & it would tay +4 
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tha his [ervant'y ' the gardiner gl $Hould chide bir fort 2” Let 
our Lord pluck his own fruit at afy ſeaſon be plealerh ; they 
are nor loſt to you, they arc wot 4 tae eg are cof- 
fered in heaved , where out Lord's beſt jewels liez They arc all 
free goods that arethere, death'cao have nolaw ro arreſt any 
thing char is withio the walls of the new leruſaler. All the 
ſaives » becauſcofiin , arelike ofd ruſty hocologiesy that muſt 
be taken downy & the wheels [coured & mended, & (er up again» 
in berter caſe then before; Sin hath ruſted both ſoul & body 2 
our dear Lord by death _ M _ ro o__ the _ 
of both,& to purge us perfetly from the root remainder 
lia » and we Tak: ous i caſc then before. Then 
pluck up your hcart , beaven is yours , and that is a wosd few 
can lay. Now thegreas Shepherd of the sbeey, & the wery God 
of peace confirm O& eſftablih yous #0 the day of the appearance of 
Chriſt our Lord. 


Aberd. 7 Septa Yours in bis ſweet Lord _ _ .. 
1637; | ..* , "Teſuss Se; 1 
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To bus reverend & verygiear brocher 
xa GEORGE GILL LESPIE:; 


My very Dear Brother. 


'Y Received yours: I am ſtill with che Lord, bis eroſs hack done 


that which [ thought itapoflible once: Chriſt Keepeth _ irs 
the firc and water wich his own» A cometh cre our 
out, & ere our blood grow cold.” Bleficd are they whoſe 
eſcape the great golden net that is now ſpread : it is our 
pinels to etkrechs trabbed,, roagh, arid fide of 
world; which isvlcaſeofcrolics irielſes the kia for 
is-comey & cthugicics thas follow kim arc mauy : & ir is wor 


| lictle one;that good conſeienge may be had in following bims- 


| this is true gait, aolt robe labourdd for & loved. 


' ive © 
Chrift for #+latiow becauſe Chort was rarkes belide theis con- 
| L 3 ſcience 
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Gdencoan A dead & reptobare lighs , theogn tha: cooſcience. 
L<5 us be balliſted with-graee that we be oat blawne over » & 
thac wc not. Yetalatle while & Chit & bis redeemed 
anes (bal |] the held, & ome out victorious: Chriſt's glory 
ofrriumpbing in Scotland is, yet is the bud & ip the birth, bur 
the dirth catnor prove an abarntive : He sball no# faint wor be 
diſco » till be have brought forth judgement unto victory. 
Ler-us ill minde our Covenant ; & the. very God of peace be 
wich you. 

0 "Aberd, g. Sept. Your Brether in'Chrift. 
| — 163, 'S. KR. 
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"YMrMAT/HEW MOWAT:. 


—_—_ 


Reverend & Dear Brother, 


ru RYTY! with yout lerrers : I would take all well at my 
Lord? hands that he bath dove, 1f 1 knew I c6uld doe my 
Lord C4 Gffcriog :;. ſuppole my Lord would 
make a ftop- hole of me; to fill a hole in the wall of bis bouſe , or 
a pinning in Ziow's new work; Hor = place. of rruſt io my 
Lor e, asſtewarg » or chanaberlaiq, or the like ; ſurely 
I chink my (elf (my very dedy brbtber, 1 fpeak dot by any proud 
figure or trop:) unworthy ofir ; nay | am not worthy to ſtand 
behinde the door: if my head & feer & body were half our , half 
in, is Cliift's hoeſe , fol few ihefiir facg jof the Lord of the 
houſe, idwoul4 ll my prieuing &;love-ick & ſires. When 1 
hear, that the men of God array work » & ſpraking. in our Lord 
Jeſus his mace, [ think aay/&l! bur 20 our caſt 0s out-laws cha 
f&d from the Ciry,co tir onke bulls, 6 liveemoegſt.he rock's& 
ett. fields. O thar | ryifÞbs big Rand in. Chil” + #84boulc, or, 
RT (2 
re thar arile aut -undeleving 

haare 10-detrken the wildorgeat Grd, And ybarkayliys jak mine, 
"that I Waridorbelerve my Lond's bare &; naked, word : 1 muſt 
—"% s 41 cf 


% 


— 
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Epift, 98; , © i © Tatar 1 7 
Chiift; & hiveſcal ; camioty, 8 witneſs to bis wot of 
I'Coudt my (af toofty howbrit \Pheve thewor & faith of 
hy 1 wb &ade ofunbelſef  & caneot (wimmbur where 
mv Hip ronth the grown? / Alas ,. Chrift undetiny rem- 
 tarions # pteſerired” rome 20d yiag + yatees, 44 '#dy your 3 
a couſenet ! We tay make A Gwe ne (caft- 
ing usin 2 night - dream ) 'doe v4 1 BG | 
tions oe Chi ever unlk# hun y & [w#i her Golly 
liſten to the rempaer. If 1 eoulqainiſter one ſapithig)anbrd rb 
any , how glad woutd' foy ſdul Len? Bur Ivy lddlf {Ach us 
my greareſt evil) ofren miftke rir#'cto& of Chriſti *$9r'l 
know, if we had wit 5 & kroewinee lbchar eafe Ayr ibook; we 
would dcfire a matker, where womny ht bacuer or piffe dauy Izzic 
eaſe with a profitable crotsghowben rhere bom omen natut - 
al berwixt wr defices & erebutation > Bur (0m pive a dear 
price & gold for Phyfick, whichrh enot, .Ntiy Gekneſs, 
how beir” hey with rather ty bete been wboletheoire beffick. 
But ſurely y\ Byother 5\ye zhallnor have my advite/ if howbar 
alas I cannot follow it my (elf. [to contend with the Koweft 
& fanhfulh Lord ofthe houſe ; for goe begr come be, be is ay 
gracigus Jn us departure: There are grate & Pers & loves 
iog Kindneſs upon Chriſt's back - pare : & when be goecth 
away , theproportion of his face, t ce image ofthar fair ſun » 
that ſtayerh in eyes, ſcenſe+& bears, after he 1s gone, leayeth a 
maſs of love behinde it in the heart, The ſound of bis knock 
at the door-gFthis þeloyed , ;after he 4s gone aſt pq leaverh a 
chare kh ſorrow both: So we have ohibe to feed 
upon cill he return, & be is more loved in his degpreure & 
ya he is gone\then Sefore;as the day in the declining ofthe ſyn 
& toward's the evening ie vhien moſt defired; * "Arid 'as 
Chriſt;s croſs 5 Þ never reccived evil mo ry nn oy - 
I 4 1 miſcooked Chriſt rphylick;no marvel that 
it hucr or. fiace it wagon Chiilt's back ; it hark! alwayes 
2 (weer ſanell 2 & chaſe 1600. Years it keeper The ſneld of 


. Chriſt ; nayiciaeider then rhar to06y for ic isa loog; ritnefioce 
; Mbelficſhbanſeld the croſpyr@had nad upon hiss ; \& 


reghbnas pedo tly Gps her | 
o 


x6s 
known 
zh 


= 
yo 


not boeh 


with you- \z;" 


M RuTyanrporD's Epilt 29. 
itis.. I amgladzhat Chu | 
& thathc ts It | 
v. 14. His reproach, Heb) uy c4 44 ASif Chalk world clay 
It as his proper goods , & [a it capmerh 
Chiif's own property : {io were den 
who inet the author rr owner afſios would got own ic. 1 / 
wondargtithe coemica of Ghriſt (ia whom malice hath ran 2+ 
with wit, & vitie wp & wit down )4har rhey would eflay 
ia upahe Nonglaid inigy/pafurt 
Jog gratind, 2xthat they camraiſe it, qr.remoret , for when 
wearc in their belly ,& rhrly bay alwallewed us down, they will 
be fick» & fpuc & out 2gan. 1 hugs Jon & her Huhund can- 
at once; { bejerye our Lotd once 2gain chall 

water with-his dew-che withertd hill of couns, Fon in Scor- 
lend, andceme down x. and chake 8 oc vw matriage agaiv, as he 
, did fect.  Remenaber our -Covenians':''Y cur <xcale for 

your to me 4s necdieſs 5 Alas, meaty fe. bel 

as fick folks befide meat , & catinar make uic of it, y grace by 


ly 3 is notdardgo fugh lingk- 


hack (ugh sclayou to 
ur, Lond Ie/us, (4.4/-6; 
in the ex6keqiag among 
ple eval, as figs, Chyuit, 


ye light 


J'O HN ME 1 Ne. | 


Dexr Brother. 


ived yeur letter : -1 - cannot but teſtific under mine own | 

Chriſt is Qill the looger the ber, & that this time 
of loves When I hang Gud all | can, others. may be- | 
gin & ly, L have faid cothing of how + never knew Chriſt | 
rochhc » waz or wancc his winds rurn, tiotr,, when be | 


I 1bt.time 
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To My 


k | 


LU 


fr ow L etatonttinn os 4ids 10 | 
- #1m- 1 pevcr had aplca with hawio bawveht ' but , 
*{axnx ove making. Obchatihcobld liveis gator. aod. gobd 
£.vGE x 


pegh- 


Epiſt 67% . - Letters. 1624 
ncrghþoar-bood with ſuch a ſecond , and let himaloge, 'M 
ugbelief made many black lyes, but-my recaoratian ro Chritk 
is not worth the heariog, Surely he barb horn with lungs 
ades in me : He knoweth my heatt hath nor patarall wit ta 
| quarters with ſuch a Saviour. Y'c doe well , zofear your 
Own backſliding. I had ſtood ſure z if | bad in my yourh Ay 
rowed Chriſt ro be my bottom : But lic rbay, bearech his own 
weight to heaven,chall not fail to flip & Gok.Ye had ao peed t 
be bare-foorcd among the thorns of this apoſtar gegeration, k 
a ſtob ſtrike up in your foot , ard cauſe, you 19. hajr. all: yaue 
dayes. And think nor , Chriſt wilt doe with yoo, io.che 
of (uffcring ,. as the Pope doth in the matter of in - Teghal 
aor finde that Chriſt will fell a Diſpeofajion, or give a Dy» 
rour's PrortCtian agaioſt croſſes ; Croſſes are procliiged as 
common Accidents tg all the ſaints, & inthem ſtanderh g pare 
of ourcommunion with Chriſt :_ But there herh a Tees 600. 
licy 8 the crofs , eveo Chriſt's proſence & bjs comforts, when 
they arc ſanCtified,” Remember my love tg your farher &. gag» 
ther. Grace be with you. WY | - Hog 
Aberd. 7 Scpt+ Yours bw bie fwees Lord 
1649 .- Ieſus. $!/-R. "4 
5 FI) 


To JOHN FLEEMAING.. 
Bailiffe of Loith.. , 


L 


a. 


Much hanoured in the Loxd. | "E 
Race, mercy & peace be to you: I am ſtill in geod rermes 
( ok Chriſt « /however my Lord's wind blays 4 have the 
advantage of the calm and ſunny lide of Chriſt. Devils , ard 
hell, and Devil's ſervants, arc all blown blinde,ia purſuing the 
Lord's lictle Bride : They shall- be as anight-drtamn, who fight 
againſt mount Jiow. Worthy Sir , 1 hoye ye take to hep fi 
le 
me weartth 
are 


wouth of your calling : T his great fair and merrieg 
out, weflzcaway:s Ercroy tsar pur clbog, © bow bleſſed 


will xcaile, and the port is open for us? As faſt as 
L 4 


z 


” 


683 M'Rorazxroonp's Fpif.8r! 
gre they,who in time make Chriſt ſare for thenrſelyes; Satyacion 
'T errand; finde it hard to ferch heaven. Oh chit we 


take pains on our lamps fot rhe Bridegroom's coming; the 
oher fide this world cprbcacyunrs .. evrabctapere zhal 
down, & theſe rh are ing in fack-cloth $hall ela one 


whitebarſcs, with hin, wh: name is The word of God. Theſe 
aoE idols z the fair creatures; that we whorishly love berrer 
car Creator ," will paſs aviy like ſnow water, The God 
head, the Gad head , a communion with God in Chriſt, ro 
be talrers with Chriſt ofthe purchaſed bouſr and inheritance in 
heaven, Your ſcope & aire. For my C{Mf, whco 1 lay 
my O what :elliag, O what weighivg is is Chriſt 1 O 
boy ſoſt are his kifſcx)'Q lave, love furpaſſing in Jeſus! 1 have 
no fault; ro chat love, bur that it eemarh rodeal niggardl with 
me: { have lirrle of ir. O that 1 had Chrift's ſeen & read band 3 
by kimfelf , for my fill ofic! Whar garland hare 1, 
or what crown}, ifT looked right on"thiogs , bur Jefur? Oh 
there ir no room is us, on this tide of the water, for that love ! 
This narrow birexrth , & theſe cbbe & parfow fouls can hold 
lictle ofir, becauſe we arc full of rifes. -I would glory , glory 
wouldenlrge ur; (as it will), & make us tight, & cloſe vp our 
fragas & rifis, that wemight be able to comprehend it , which 
yer is incomprehealible, Remember my love to your #i/c- 
Grace be with you, -/ of ; 
«Aberd. Sept. 7p. "__ Yourt inbis ſwert Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


Te ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of 'Earleftoun. 


Much honaured Sir. 


— 


He: I would have been glad to have fern you; yer 
Bg our Lord hath been pleaſed ro break the ſnare of 
your adverlarjes,, [ heartily bleſs our Lord'on your behaIf./ Our 
grolſes for Chriſt are fot maile oft, on 4 rlity ate ſofter and of 


morc 


XUM 


# v4 
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168-4 ' 2 © Liettnrs, 'Epiſt. $17 
moregeatle merrall + It is tafy fot God'y) ro make « fool” of 
the Devil, che father of alt fogls. As for me , 1 bur breath our, 
what my Lord breatheth iv - The frum and frothof my lerrers 
1 father upon my own unbeleeviog heart. # know your Lord 
barh ſomething ro dor with yoo » b Satan & malice have 
shor ſoreat you z bur your 'bow 2biderh m ir's ſtrength. Te 
shall nor by my advice be Halver with Chiiſtxo divide che glo- 
ry of your deliverantet } berwixt your ſelf & him , or any other 
ſecond mean wharſoryer: Lot Chriſt (as it ſeater þim well} 
haveall the glory , o tifinoph bis alont. The Lord fer him(c)f 
00 bigh in you : I ce Chriſt cat borrdw 2 eras for ſome hours, 
and fer his fer vans bet irs, rather theo unter fr, and win the 
plea roo , yea and mak&y ro Himſelf, and 3bamme to his eng- 
mites , avd comforrto his children out fit: Bur whether Chriſt 
buy or borrow croſſes, bets Kiog'ofcrofſey, & King of Devils, 
& Kivg over-helf; dad over malice : When he was in the 
rave, hc came out & - de rr 
Noplornay whar fayt, hels Captain cafMc;, &he hath the 
$ of death'& bell;"\& what are odr eroubleybur little deaths; 

& he,who commandeth ehicgtear caſtle ; commauderh the litrle 
alſo.z. I fee, a hatdoed fice& rwo skivepory our brows ,agamſt 
the winter hail, & ſtorary wind, is mecteft for « poor rravelldy, 
ina winter journeytotravtn; O wharertivit co learn tg eg- 
dure hardneſs, & roleart to'$6e bare-Aooted,cither thr the 
devil's Gery coals,atHifretcn waters + 3. 1 aw preſwadeda fea- 
yenrure with Chriſt makerh great riches! Is act our King Jufus 
bis : hip coming bomy,& $ball not we ger part of the gold? Alas, 
we fools miſcount our gain, when Wy ks 1 Beleeve me z 
I have no challengeragaiaſt chis well-born croſs, for it is come 
of Chrift*s houſe, & ns” his propine , Toyor it is 
gfoen to /uffir. O what Fools are we, ro und:rvalue his gafrrf & 
to lighthic that which is gue hodour? For if we could be Faiths 
full , our tackling shall nor looſe , nor our maſt break, nor 
our ſails blow into the ſea, The beftard eraſer , the kinleſs & 
baſc-born crofſcs of workdlings for evitdoing » mul} be 


_— but ourafMiftions are light & cmomemaoy. of. 1 
x: 


my (cif happy #bac 1hayc loft credic wich Chiiſt, md that 
1a 


27d | M.Rurtyanggonnds Epilt, 82; 
io this bargiia,y 4 am Chriſt's fypro, dyvour ..to whom, he 
will lippea vochivg , ge ngy.ont pip wn the werk, of py. (alve- 
tion : ker we ſtand in black avg whizeia tbe Divourbuok be- 
fore Chriſt » 1am happy that quy; an is cancredited to 
Chniſt's mediation + Chiitoy {pth to-me, » 59 lippen 
any thing tome; bur O, wha Lich, apdcedir ] owe to lucy ! 
Let wy vame fall, ond ler Ghrvanoye Band in.hoogys with 
men and angels. Alas, Ihaye nogoom 39 ſpread out,ovy al- 
Gettion befroe God*s people; apd i es I can sbour 
out and cry out thelovclineſs , the high honous & che glory of 
my faircit Lord Jeſus. Obthar tie wan ld let me haves bed to 
kein, to be delivered of my.birzhy rhas Lroight pains him our 
Ia his beauty to mep as I dow; 5.l wondered ones gc providence, 
K called whitepravidepcs black & ug ja, thathgbould be @az0_ 
thered ina town , where. n> foul will take Chriſt off my hand ; 
But providence aath agorber luſtre gy þ Gol » then with my 
Wicrad eyes. 1 proclaim my felf a blindebpdy » who know not 

dhek & whites whe b code of $94d's providence. Sup - 

Chriſt wouſd (a hell where beaxeg is, & .dgyils upin gloty 
thecleft Ange};, ( wbich yer cannor he), } would | bad a 
heart to acquielge tn bis yay , withour, further difpure. I fox , 

Iufinice wiidory is the mozbcr of bizzgydgacors, & bis wayes paſs 
Godiog out. 6. 1cannoriieary ; bug Ldclige to learn to bring 

my thoughts, will, aod lufts, in under Ghnlt's feery that he may 

.ut2wpit upon them; Bur alas , Iam ſullupon Chiilt's wong 

hid Grace x with you, | A 34 #93 


Aber4: Sept. 12, " YH in bis ſweet Lord 
1637+ 1s  Teſwr, SR. * 
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TR OBERT.LENNOX 
” 6 l j of Diſdove. | " 
Worthy 6s Aver Brathere .\ © $9 
et you not in any bouds:] keow yore looking r6Chrift, 
1 —— follow your- lbok. 1 ca lay. mores of 


* -Choift vow by (rhough he be ingoity _ 
. yo 


m— p" "A —  # «a4 PRRn_y 


— 


Epiſt.$r; | e IZA 
yoodall thor go he (of the then vio! fiy fy I arm 


drg & ears in. hizJove, Sell, (cll things 
Fecha fuk whole world were the balk IR balance , 

choakd \nby de able ro bear'the weight of Chtifslove 5 men & 
angels havechoir arms to fathom it : Set your Feex upon this 
picce blew& baſe - of an over- guilded& fair plarftered world; 
an bownefitiygot iſt is worth a world | of:wpr 4r, make 
fare work of your ſalyarion; build nor upon ſand; lay the foan- 
dation upon the rock in Zion : Striverobe dead to this world, 
and to yourwill and loſty LerChtift have acommilatiag power 
and a Kingerhebneia you :_ Walk with Geiſt oy whej the 
wind thoqld take the hide off your face : Ip .you, Chyiſt 
will win the field: Your paſtors ganle you to ere; Eon 
ſee Chiilt's ward », Br not ogg foo, with ; Compranance 


not the reading of that, Romich Sernice-book; our 
rmcnts cleafty 44 qrayenetenncy Lamb clorhed (white oc 


T he wrongs Hu flcr are, zecord io. beaven ; reac 
Maſter & Fn ills —_ * bripg asheoey: + uf App 
.oupblack's &,whicr's: ars AAP Lo &1 them 
{1vcaig God's bay Lanals Lok, wh is ob þ.05.906 
& to give yo 59 prayer A: reading Ye was ns hearee 
orien ny bear blagd ypaa the doing » 
25 the only Way 20 on; ge no from og 


Wha; 1 write ro your (elf, I wrizate your w 
yea & Chei th hoop rhe hank gf hejove: of Chaiſt you av 
goteey; Chriſtsball bloy on ig,, if ye nngy it & your «ad 
hall be prage; There is3 fire ig our Aon; but agg Lord is þur 
ſccking 4 acwPriderefin our « lomeftp furnace, Laſſure 
you,, howheir we be njck. bt ety of 
- he world «hall porgrerall agyal DM Toe fig- 
Al man wing it io ) halt & wha 
3s wg promolre bad gy) ticld þ Doin 4 ils 
Fimed, vp, up with Chrj 
Ly powers, Sir , pray for uf l aame wtbeA yp 
further evil is determined againſt me. SIT my —_ ro 
Cbriftlaw Murysy & her daughter : 1 defirebery iathe edge of 


der erealky | rowela lictle, the King is coming » & be hath 
ſomerlaing, 


17% M' Rurny $I Ppiſt. 83. 
ber! t the never ſay, with him beay6n4ir vo dream: 
Come &f 4 reach ber beſt, Facts , grace. by with yoy- 


Abend. Seqe.. 33: i; Yew: br ble aaw Lerd. 
26J7- +7 = Jeſus- Ss! Ra n 
——o_rri——— 
To MARION' MKNAUOHT. 
Deareſt in ur. Lord Iefus, a 


oe ny mare ny" os hath'bejrun at you to 
Cine yo ft: Fear nov; (alth the Amer «be rrue and 


lwirnefs : 1 wiitets you, as my Mefter hveth, upon 

the vordolroy rey) King y-eoniauc io prayer and in war - 

y wo po glorious S&fryerante is 'comiog: Chriſt ts 
inc sf, a ftraw for £l-the bits of che mk. are riſcn 
pate: \Yerhal thre the aibnentains or hom them like 
Ip flath y our bande bf s, '& 
10prafet;” then it would ohr | hath 
oe | kbe not Siſcod It, Teharge you 
1 pinethapke, belerve, be $+ in the Latd: 
3 Cathay & Kirkendbripht thai ror be 
; for the Loris in the buzh. Be nor diſcou- 


as 
- that banithmeor Is ta Ge the Kibo's wat - 
inn Tm eegetrts Ne Cots: pr 
, Kis ſweet LY running over: TYejt ©, ro hear 
wen wr jourcey 2" ſack oewet a | hetr?, Fall'y our faith 


&1! : nw et) 'Pray for me; forth nw Toe 
hurt; By oj ere Theblefſio Sy Loc 
& be with you!” O'thoſer & ore 


arty hetoy as 4 fd pow: Yelofe 
BH DE on " ' fakb, 
| mn an Feritſalem” aig the 
s ;cArb-ie37: on Yoon Chia bis 

at Lord, 5 6 - 


A» 'D « 


_ _ a a_ Aas a a aa a . Ax a cs cc a 66i.,, + +  ,cT = © - EE”. _— = www 4 


EU" ETCErEFMPSSYST_xrS 


- 


| : TIL 137 
4 THOMAS CORBET. 


 Leqters, - | | 


Epita8j 


"Ty 
Jrog#you not: It shall be my joy , that ye follow after 
_— till ye finde hind My — of joyts 
me , 0! hgus Gnglene!: cexze o for Chriſt's lore, to 
put you Y e King's ht pokes our Bridegrdon, & our 
tathei*s houſe: Thiice,bleffed ae yes my dear Brother, if 
ye hold the way: Thelceve , ye and Chrift once mer, { hope 
ye will nor ſunder with him : Follow thecaunſe] of the man 
of God , Mr Willign Dagleizb, If ye depart from whar I 
taught you 1 a bair-breadth , for fear or favour of men, or; 
d:lice SFeaſcin this world, I take heaven & earth to wrrneſs ,* 
chatill chall come upon you in end. Build not your ncſ here 2 
This world is oo hard ill made bed , no reſt in it, for your ſoul: 
awake, awake, and make haſte to (eck that pearl, Chr, rhar 
this world ſeerh not. Your night, and your Maſter Chriſt, will 
be upon you yr a clap; your hand-breadrh of rime will nor 
bide you; ; Take Chiilt 1 howbeit'a frormfollow him : how= 
bet this day bg par yours and Chriſt's, the morrow will be 
yours and his, 1 would not explangerhe joy of my bonds and 
impriſonment for Chriſt , with all che joy of rhis dirty and * 
foul-rkinned world, 1 have a love-bed with Chrift, and aim 
filled with his loye. 1 defire yoar wiſe ro doe what 1 write ts 
you : Ler ber rernember how dear Chriſt would be to her, 
whenhec breath tarnech cold , and theeye-ftrings vhall break. * 
O how joyfall should my ſoul be» ro know that 1 had broughe 
on a marrhge berwizxt Chriſt 4pd that people, few or 
maay ; ifirbegaoclo, 1 will be woe to be a witneſs againſt 
them, _ Uſe prayer » love not the world, be humble and 
eſteem liczle of your ſelf; Jove your cacmies and pray for 
them ; .- mgke conſcience of ſpeaking wrath, when none 
knaweyh bus God... 1 geyer cars but | pray for' you all, 
Pray for we: , Yeand 1 zball fre one another up in virfac? 
her's haake, Torjoppe'e ents ther your'<y9 i pan CHLR, 


174 M*RuTuyri>borp's HBpilb 8s, 
Follow on, hipg an, & quite bim yote TheLocd Jeſus be with 
your ſpirit. 
Aberd. 1635. Your «ffcionat Brother in our 
Lops Ieſus, Ss. R. 


© 
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To ALEXANDER GORDON- 
of Earleftonn. 

Much henoxred Sir. z: | 

Race; mercy and be to you: I peceived letrer, 
Cookin a x" br  Hhoad from ybar ſon and my 
brother , I have ſcen few letters from my acquainrance in that 
countrey » Which maketh me heavie : Tut | have the com- 
pany ofa Lordywho can teach us all rojbe kind, &harh the right 
gate of it : though forthe preſent , Thave ſeven up's & down's 
every days yet 1 am abundantly comforted , & frafted with 
Kiog & welbloyed daily; iy. caſcrh Filgiro Dot wit 
2 iſogcr , & a (olitary. ſtrange : ſpikenatd caſterh a 
rs an » Up hath deny 28 mited with" ic, whercin 
J muſt acquicice ; for there is no reaſbn that His comforts be 
ro0 cheap, ſeeing they aredelicares; why shoutd He not make 
them ſo to bis own? Burl verily think vow , Chiift hath led 
me up ta. a pick in Chriſtiaoity , that I was never ar before ;, I 
think all b<fore was but child-hood & bairns play. Since l de- 
parted from youy I bave been (calded, while rhe ſmak of hell's 
fire went inat my throat, & I wauld have bought peace with 
a thouknd years rorment in hell: and I have been op alſo, afrer 
theſe deep down=caſtings & ſorrows, before the Lamb's white 
throoc, jn x \ -raub- inner-court , the great King's dining« 
hall, and Chyi ie cavmning of lore on me,he I caſten 
in acoalin wl,% ir is ivg afnoog rhe pin 
nam $i look back td hart nebifete b't ned 
ache aps hou I built wbeo I was a'childe. ac. re- 
weanbcanceof the many fait feaft-dayes with my Lord Jelus in 
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publike , which _ cha _ = 15 what — = 
a great rermpeſt , (Alm 5) made rhe ade 
ny ſoul : the devil Anh my ; agent} me to makes 
plea with Chriſt; mon theB#lathe on himy 28 a bird thaſttr? 
Burt cow theſe miſtfarc blown away , & I any not OrRYy lence 
ed , #410 all quatrelking', but fully farizfied, Now 1 wonder 
that awy man ny h the world, or giveit 4 
hearty good. day. TheLord Jefus bath handled me fo, that as1 
am now difpoſce, I think pever co be in this world's commoa 
again for a night's lodging? Chrift beateth/ ave company; 
hchark eaſed me , whith i fiw it not, lifring the croſs off my 
choulders , fo that T think to be but a feath& , becauſe une 
derveath arveverlaſting atnit. God forbids it cime to barteri 

or niflering of croſſes 3 fort think my cfo(s {6 fweer , rhavi 
koow not where 1 would get the like of ie. Chriſt's honeycombe 
drop fo abundantly , that they (wereren, my gall; Nothing 
breakerh my heart » but that I cannot get the daughters of Je- 
ruſalem, to rell them of my Bride grooms glory: I charge you, 
in the nameof Chriſt , that ye cell all ye come ro of ir ; and 
yer it isabove telling and udderſtandiong. Oh if Al the kingdom 
were as I am, except my bonds! they knpw not the love-kill: 8g 
that my onely Lord Jeſus wafteth on a dired priloner. On m 
ſalration, chis is the onely way to the new City. I Khow Cheri 
hath no dumb ſeals ; would be put his privy (cal upgn _ 
paper } he hath ſealed my {ſufferings with comforts, .L,yri 
this to confirm you, I write now? what I have fecen,, as well 
_— Nov and rhen acdr gp burnethup = ſpicit : Buc 
Chriſt fad, th is running up with m1 is 
beaven, 41 if thou pee Aad this from a 

mouth rejoyecth my heart. At ocher times + Fam (ad, dw 
in Krd ar's tents : There are none (that 1, yer know of) bur 
two perſen io this gown + that Idaregive my word for: Amnl 
the Lorg Hath removed my brethren apd my a8quaintance fac 
from mg,: and it may be ,;Lbeforgouen inthe place z whe 
the Loni made mc the jaftrurment to dos ſorge good. Bur I te 
thisis vapigy ip me: Lex hin make of we whas he pleaſerh, if 
he make Glyation out of ic to me, 1agm tempted and gy 
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that all thefoanters Prelats thauld hare. becn armed of God 
agunſt me onelys while the xeft of my brethren are ſh]! preach- 
ag: Burl pot Gay ove word, but this, it is peed, Lord 
7+ hy thou beſt dane it. Wo ix we forthe virgin dangh- 
ters v9 iemne for the deſolation, ofzhe trgin davgbier of Scot 
Lend ' O ileyyeym were a ſigma et. tans to day and 
night for that yoor widow Kirk, peor miſerable bartet ! 
Alas that ray Fatber hath put to the door, my poor barlot mot 
er! Oh for that gloyd of black wrath-$, fury oftheindignation 
ofthe Lotd » that is hangiog ove the Land Sir, write co 
me, I beſceeh you ; {pray youalſoy be kind ro my afflicted 
Sretber. Remember my lovero your wife: and The prayert 
and blefſiog ofthe priſoner of Chriſt, ve on you. Frequent your 
weeriogs for prayer and communion with Godz they would be 
ſwert meetings ts me, 


JAberd. 16, Febr, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637+ Ieſur- S. R, 


To ROBERT GORDON 
Of Kneckbres, 
My Dear Brother. | 


Raee ; merty and prace be multiplied opon you: lam al. 

moſt weatying x ye2 werderings that ye write not to meg 
zhough | knew itis vor forgetfylneſs. As for my (elf, 1 am 
every way well; dil glory ro God: 1 war befortard plea with 
Chrift , butit'w# bought by me and unlawſull ; becauſe his 
whole providence was vor yea & may ro my yea & may & broa uſe 
F belerved CWiXFs outward look berter then bis Faithfull pr 6 
aniſe : Yet he harh in patiefce wiited on, while ] be cometo 
nem (elf, & hath For taken advantage of my weak apprebenfions 
of bis gordurſy: Great ond boly is his pome: He looketh to 
-whar ] defire 16 br ,' and not wwwbet | am. Ove thing 1 bave 
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world sbould have {cen a ſuffering miniſter of Chriſt turned (of 
ſomething once io shew) into unſavoury ſalt. Bur my Lord 
Ic ſus had a good eyethat rhe temper should not play foul play, 
b & blow our Chriſt's candle : He took no thought of my (tos 
macke, & frerring & grudging humour , but of bis own grace: 


d when he burnt the houſe he Gaved his own goods : And1 bes 
\L leeve, the devil, & theperſecuring world, 8 Il reap no fruin of 
fs me; but burnt ashes: ſor he will ſee to his own gold, & Gave that 
20 from being coaſumed with the fire. O what owe1ro thefile, to 
10 the hammer, co the ſurnace of my Lord Jeſus ! Who hath now 
ed let me ſee how good the wheat of Chriſt is, that goeth through 
Tt his mill & his ovcn , ro be made bread for his own table: Grace 
ur eried is better then grace, & itis morethen grace. iti glory in 
be is infancy. I now ſee, godlineſs is more then the our-fide & 
this world's paſſements & their buskings : Who krowgeth the 
eruth of grace without atrial © O how little gerreth Chriſt of 
us , but that which he winneth : ſto ſpeak ſo] with much coil 
and paios ! And how ſoon would faith frieze withour 2 croſs ? 
Þ How many duwbcrofſes have been la'd upon my beck , that 
had never a tongue toſprak the ſweetneſs ofChriſt,as rhis hach£ 
when Chriſt bleſſeth his own croſſes with a tongue, they breath 
out Chriſt's love, wiſdom » kindneſs and care of us. Wh 
should I tart at the plough of my Lord, that maketh deep fur- 
al. rows en my ſoul? 1 know he 15 noidle husbarndman , ke pure 
bes poſerh a crop. O that this white withered lay. oround were 
We made fertile to bear a crop for him , by whom it is (o paiofully 
ih dreſled, & that this fallow ground were broken up? Why was 
tis | 1 [+ fool) grieved , that he put his ome & his roſe gpon my 
uſe head » the glory & honow of bis Faithfull witneſſes 2 1 defire 
you row to make no moe pleas with Chriſt : Verily, he hath nor 


m_ pur me to a loſs by what I ſuffer , he oweth me nothing; for in 
my bonds, how ſweer & comfortable have the thoughts ofhim 
been to me: wherein I finde a ſufficient recompence of reward! 
nee How blindeare my adverſaries, who ſent me ro _—Y 
"ih houſe ; toa houſe of wine , to my lovely Lord Jcſus his love« 


+his feaſts , and not toa priſon or place of exile? Why chould 1 
1d {mother my husband's honeſty, or &n againſt his love, or be a 
M Dige 


178 Mr: RuTHERFOOR D's Eviſt. 87, 
niggard in giving out to others, whar I get for nothieg.Brot- 
ber , cart with me & give thanks: I charge you before God , 
that ye {pcak to others , and invite them to help me to praiſe, 
Oh my debt ofpraiſe , how weighty is ity & how far run up! 
Oh that others would leod meto pays & learn meto praiſe ! 
Oh,I am 2a drownedDyvour! Lord leſus;take my thoughts for 
payment. Yet I am in this hot (ummer»blenk with the rear in 
my <ye; for, by rca{on of my fileace, forrow, ſorrow hath 
filled me: My harp is hanged upon the willow trees , becaaſe [ 
am in aſtravge land. Iam till kept in exerciſe with envieus 
brethren : My mother hath born me a man of contention. 
Write to me your minde ancent Y. C. I cannot forger him, 1 
know not wbar God hath ro doe with him! & your minde 
ancnt my Parichoners behaviour , & how they are ſerved in 
preachin , or if there be a Miniſter as ycr thruſt iv vpon thern 4 
which [ deficegr:atly ro know » & which I much fear, Dear 
Brother , ye are in ay heart, tolive & rodie with you. Viſite 
me with a letter ; Pray for me: Remember my loye ts vour 
wiſe, Grate, grace be with you : & God who beareth prayer 
vifitc you, & let it br unto you according to the prayers of. 


Abecrd. Jan 1. Your own Brother, & Chriſt's 
1367- Priſoner. $, R. 


| —— —— _ AAA 


To my welbeloved CF reverend brother. 
Mr ROBERT BLAIR), 
Reverend & dearly beloved Brother. 


Cor » mercy & peace from God our father , & from our 
Lord Iefus Chriſt bero you ; Iris no creat wonder » my 
Dear Brothir, that ve be in heavioels for alcaſon,& that God's 
will, in c:ofling, your _ & defircs to dwell amongR a pco- 
ple, whoſe God is the Lord, sbould move you: I dery nor, bur 
ye have cauſe to eaquire, what his providence ſpeaketh in this to 

ou; bur God's direRting & commanding will, can by no goed 
heick , be congluded from evcars of providence, The Lord 
ſcoc 
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Epilt» 87. Letters. 179 
ſeur Paul many errands, for the ſpreadiog of his Goſpel, where 
he found lions in his way : a promiſe was madeto his people of 
the holy land, & yet many cations io the way aghting agar 2 
&ready te kill them, who had the promiſeor to keep rhe from 
polſciiing that good land, which the Lord theiz God had given 
them. 1 know ye have moſt ro doe with ſubmiſſion of fpirirz 
but I perſwade my ſelf > ye have learned in eyery condition , 
wherein ye arecaſt, thereia to be content , and to (ay » ox 
is tbe will of the Lord, 14 is be doxe. 1 beleeve,the Lord tacklerh 
his.sbip often to ferch the wiad , & that hepyrpoſeth ro bring 
wercy out of your ſuffcriogs & lence » which (1 know from 
mine own experience) is grievous to you : ſeeing he knoweath 
our willing mivde to ſcrve himzour wages & ſtipend 18 rupo 

to the fore with our God; cycu as ſome lick ſouldicrs get their 
pay, when they are bedfaſt, & notable to goe tothe fields with 
others. Though Iſrael be not gathered, yes sball | be glorious in 
the eyes o the Lord, & my God hall be my ftren th, Iſai, 49% 
5. & we are to beleeve ir shall be thus, ere all the I be played, 
ler. 51: 35, The violence done to me & my flesh » be upon 
Babylon, & the great whore's levers , thall the inhabitants of 
Alon ſavy and my blood be wpon Caldea, thall Iernſalem ſay; & 
Zech, 12:2. Behold, 1 will make leruſalem 4 cup of trembli 

to all the people about, when they shall be in the ſiege, both again 
Indab aud Ieruſalem v3, And inthat day, 1 will war. 4 
ſalem a burdenjom tone for all yeople , they that burden them« 
ſelves with it , sh«ll be broken inpieces, though all the people of 
the earth be pathered againſt it, When they bave caten and 
ſwallowcd us up, they hall be @cks & vyornit as ont living men 
agrin! the devil's tomack cannot digeſt the Church of Ged. 
Sultcring is the other balfof our miniſtry, howbeir the hardeſt; 
Far we would be contentzour King Jeſus would make an open 
proclamation, & cry down crolles, & cry up joy» gladneſs,caſe, 
honour& peace; but it muſt not be ſo;ztbrough many af fliFious, 
we muſt erter inte the Kingdom of God: not onely by them, bur 
through them muſt we goc : & wiles will not rake us by the 
croſs : It is folly to think, to ſteal ro heaven with a 
whole skin, For my (clf, | am herea priſoner,copfigcd in Aber- 
M 24 Aejny 
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den, threatned to be removed to Caithneſs , becauſe 1 defire ro 
edific in this rown ; & I am openly prached againſt in the pul= 
pits, in ray hearing , & terapred with drſpurations by the Doc- 
tors, eſpecially by D. B. Y ct I am not asbamed of my Lord Jc- 
ſus his garland & crown: 1 would nor exchange my weeping 
with rbe /ourteen Prelats their painred laughter, Ar my firit 
comiog here z I crook the Dorts at Chriſt , & would forſoorh 
ſumumond bim for unkiodneſs , 1 ſowght a plca of my Lord,'& 
was toſſed with challenges , whether he loved me or not? and 
, diſputed all over again Tac be had done to me; becauſe his word 
was 4 fire rhut up in my bowels. I was weary with forbearing; 
becauſe 1 faid,1 was caſt our of the Lord's inherirance: but now 
I ſee, 1 was a fool * My Lord miskcnt all, & did bear with my 
foolich j-aloutics » & maiskent that ever 1 wronged his love , & 
now he is come again with mercy under bis wings: 1 paſt from 
my { O vwitleſs] lummonds: he is God 1 {ceJ & | am man. Now 
it hath pleaſcd him to renew his lovero my foul , & ro dire his 
r priſoner. T hercfore, my dear Brother, help me to praiſe , 

& chew the Lord's people with you , what he bath done to my 
ſoul, rhat they may pray & praiſe; & Icharge you, in the name 
of Chriſt, nor ro omit it ;,for, for this cauſe I write to you, that 
my-ſuffcriogs may glorihie my royal King, & editic his church, 
in Ircland. He knoweth bow one of Chriſt's love coals hath 
burnt my ſoul , with adefire, ro have my boods to preach his 
glory,wholc crols I now brar,God forgive youzit ye do ir nor: 
But 1 hope the Lord wiil move your heart, ro proclaim in my 
b:half, the (weerrels, excellency & glory of wy royal King, Ir 
is but our ſoft flesh that hath raiſcd a lander or the croſs of 
Chriſt; I (ce now the white fide of itz My Lord's chains are all 
evcrguilded. O if Scotland & Ireland had part of my lealt! & 
et | get not my meat but with many ſtrokes. There are none 
= to whom I can ſpcak;[ dwell ia Kedar*; rents. Kefrevh me 
with a lettcr hom you : Few know what is berwixt Chriſt & 
me. Dear Brother, upon my falyation, this is bis trpth that we 
ſuffer for: Chriſt would not (cal a blank charter to ſouls. Cou- 
rage, courage, joy, joy for evermore ! O joy unſpeakable and 
glocions/ Ohblor helpto ler my crowned King oa high! O tor 
lore 
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love to him, whois altogether lovely ! That love which qany: 


waters cangot quench ,neither caathe foods/drown ! 1remem- 
ber you , & I bear your name on my brealt co Chriſt; Lheſeech 
you forget not hisafflicted priſoner, Grace, mercy & peace ba 
wich you. Salute in the Lord from me Mr Caninghame z Mex 
Living ſton, Mr Ridge, Mr Colwart, &xc. 


Alerd. Feb. 7, Y o:er Brother C fellow priſozer, 
I637- S. R. 


—— 


To JOHN KENNEDY 
Baliffe of Ayr. 


IWorthy & welbe/owel Brother, 


(== mercy & peace be unto you: I am yer waiting what 
oar Lotd will doe for his afflifted church , & for my re= 
eutry to my Lord's houſe, Oh that I could hear the forfeiture 
of Chiiſt [now out of bis inhericance] recalled and raken off, 
by open proclamation , and that Chriſt were reſtorcd to be a 
Free bolder and 2landed Heritour in Scotland : and Thar the 
courts , fenced in the name of the baſtard Prelars [their God« 
fatber's the Poy's Bailirfes & Sheriſes ] were cryed down! Oh 
how ſweet a light were it,to (ce all theT ribes of theLord in this 
land ferching home again our banis hed king Chriſt,ro his own 
Palace, his SanQuary and Throne!] sball chink ir mercy to my 
ſoul if my faich sball our- watch all chis winger night, & aor nod 
or lumber, till wy Lord's ſummer day dawn upon me. Ir is 
much iffarch & hope, in the (a4 nights of our heavie trial, eſcape 
with a wholeskio, & without crack or croek : | ceofels , un- 
belicf hatb oor reaſon to be cicher father or motbertowir 3 (for 
unbclicf is al waycs an irrationall thing) but how can it be, bur 
ſuch weak cycs as ours muſt caſt water ia a great ſmoke ; or 
that a weak head should oortura giddy,when the water —_ 
deep and ſtroag ? Bur God bethanked, that Chriſt in bis chil- 
dren can endure aſtreGs & ſtorm : howbeir ſofr oature wou 

fall down ig prices, Oh that I had that confidence z as to 
M 3 it 
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reſton this , though hechoald grind mr ioro (mall powder , & 
bray me into duſt , & ſcatrer the duſt ro the four winds of hea- 
yen ; that my Lord would gather up thepowder , & make me 
bp a new veſſel again, ro bear Chrilt's name rothe world; 1 
am ſure that love , bottomed & ſeated upon the faith of hi> love 
to me, would deſire & endurechis,f& would even claim & 1hriep 
kindneſs upon Chriſt's ſtrokes , & kiſs his lovely glooms : & 
both ſpell & read ſalvation, upon the wounds made by Chriſt's 
ſweer hands. Oh that I had but a promiſe from th2 mouch of 
Chriſt, ofhisloverome; & then howbeit my faith were as tcn- 
der as paper, | think longing & dwineing & grieniog of fick de. 
fires wonld cauſcirt bide out the fiege y till the Lord crme to 
fill the foul with his loves & I know alſo, in that cafe faith 
should bide green & ſappy at the root, evco at midwinter; and 


ſand on: again(t all tormes : Howeve! it be, I koow Chriſt 2 


winneth heaven in diſpire of hell ; Burt 1 owe as _ prailcs & 
thaoks tofreegrace, as would liz betwixt me and the urmoſt 
border of the higheſt heaven , ſappoſe ren rhoaſand heavens 
were all laid above other: Bur oh | have nothing that can hire 
or bud grace ; for if grate would take hire , it were no more 
grace; but all our Nabiliry , and the ſtrength of our (alyarion 
15 anchored & faſtened upon free grace:' and I am fare Chriſt 
wy his death & blood caſten the knot fo faft , that the fin - 
gers of devils, & bel-Juls offins cannot looſe ity & that bond of 
Chriſt ſchat never yet was, nor never shall,nor can be regiſtrat= 
ed,) ſtandeth ſurer then heaven or the dayes of heaven , as that 
ſweet pillar of the covenant, whereupon we all havg : Chriſt 
and all his little ones under his two wings”, & in the compaſle 
or Circle of bis arms , is o ſure that caſt him and them in the 
ground of the ſea, he thall come up again » Men looſe one: 
an odic one cannot » not (hall not be loſt in etelling. This 
wasalwayes God's aime, fince Chriſt camein She play, berwixr 
him and as , to make men dependent cr$arures » and inthe 
werkof our alvation topurt created ſtrength, & arms,& legs of 
clay » quit ant ofplay , andout of oGice & court: & now Sod 
bak fabflitared in car r60tw, & accepted his Son the pn" 
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for us, & all that we can make. If this had not been, I would 
have 1hinked over & foregone iny part of paradile & ſalyation , 
for a breakfaſt of dead mota-cater carth 5; bur now I would 
not give it, noclet it YO » for more theo I can tell: and traly 
they are lilly fools, & ignorantet Chriſt's worth , /& (ofull il 
trained and tutoured, ) who rcll hcavcn & Chriſt over the 
baard , for two feathers » or ewoſtraws of the devil's painted 
pleafures, onely luſtredin the urrer fide, T his1is ouc happincls 
n0w3that our reckonings at night , when eternity shall come 
upon us, cagaot be rold we hal! be (6 far cainers & fo far from 
being ſuperexpeaded (as the poor tools ofthis world arc » who 
give out their moncy,% get 1n but black hunger, ) that Angels 
cannot lay our counts, ner lumme our advantage & io- comes, 
Who knovcath, how far it 15te che botrom of our Chriſt, & ro 
the ground of our heaven © Who ever weighed Chriſtin a pair 
of ballavers ? Who hath ſcen the foldings , & plyes, andthe 
hights and depths ofthat glory , which is in hirp , and kepr for 
us? Oh for ſuch a heaven, as to ſtand afar off, and (ce, & loves 
andlong for big , while time's threed be cur , and this great 
work of creation difſolved at the coming of our Loxd ! Now 
to hisGracel recommend you.I beſeech you alſo, pray for are« 
egtry to nic into the Lord's houſe, if it be his good will. 


«Abeird. Jan. 6. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637 Jeſus: S. R. 


To ELIZABETH KENNEDY: 


MISTRESS: 


Race mercy and peace beunto you: I have lone had z 
purpoſe of writing to you , but I have becoa hioKeq --1 
hearuly &fire , that ye would minde your Countrey; and con- 
fider to what airth your ſoul ſerrerh it's face, for all come not 
home at night, who ſuppoſe they —_ ſer their face hearenward : 
4 Ks 
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it is a woefull thing ro dic & miſſe heaven, &to loſe houſe-room 
with Chriſt at night $ It is an evil journey, where rravellers are 
benighred in he ied. perrade my {c1f,that thouſands +hall be 
be deceived and achamed of thi hope : b-cavfe theyycaſt their 
anchor in finking ſands , they muſt loſe ir, Till now , 1 knew 
not the pain , labour , nor difficulty that there is to win home; 
nar did [ anderftand fo well , b-fore this 4 what that mcaneth : 
The righteous thall ſcared be [awed Oh how many a poor Pro. 
feflor's candle 1s blown our, & never lighted ag un Ti (cry or- 
dinary profefion, and to be ranked amongſt the children ot 
God, & tohavea name among men , isnow thought good 
coougb tis carry prof-ſfors to heaven + burcritaivly ,, a name 
is but anarmc » & will never bide a blaſt of God's Rorm;l1 coun, 
ſell you not to give your ſoul or Chriſt reſt, nor your eyes (1cep, 
till ye have gotten ſomerbiug)s that will bide the fire, & ſtand 
oat the ſtorm. I am ſure, if my one foot were in hcaven, & then 
he would (ay, jend thy ſel; ,1 will bold my prips of thee 0 longer? 
I hould goe no further ; bur preſcatly fall down in as mat ” 
Pieces of dead nature, They are happy for evermore, who are 
over hcad & carsin the love of Chriſt ; & know nc ficknels , 
but love-bckneſs for Chrift ? & feel no pain, bur the pain of an 
abſcurt & hidden welb.loved. We run our ſouls out of breath, & 
tice thern in courling & gilloping aftcr our own night-drcams » 
(fuch are the roviogs of our miſcarying bearts) ro get ome 
created good thing in this life , & on this of tide death : We 
would tain ſtay, & ſpin out a heaven to our (elves, mm this fide of 
the water ; but ſorrow, wart, changes, crofſes & fin arc both 
wook & warpyta that ill pun wel. O how ſweet & dear arethcſe 
thoughts, that are ſtil] upon ch; things which are above! & how 
happy are th:y,who are longing to have little (and tn their glaſs, 
& to have time's threed cut » & can cipro Chriſt, Lord leſus 
bave over,comety |). th the driry paſſenger '1 wizh our thoughts 
were more frequently then they are ov our countrey. © bur 
heaven calteth a ſwect fmadll a far off,to thoſe who have ſpirituall 
{meclling | God hath made many fair lowers . bar the faireſt of 
them all 1s heaven, & the lower of all Sowers is Chriſt, O wh 
doc we no; fice up re that loyely one f Alas that there is ſuc 
ſcacity 
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ſcargity of love, and lovers of Chriſt , amongſtus all! Fy , fy 
upon us, who love fair things , as fair gold , fair houſes, fair 
lands , fau pleaſures, fair honours and fair perſones; & doe nor 
pine and melt away with love for Chriſt! O would to God,1 had 
more love for his fake! O for as mach love, as would hc berwize 
me and hcaven toc hus lake! O for ax mach lore, as would goe 
round about the 'carth and over the heaven . yea the heaven of 
heavens & ten thouland worlds , that I might let all out upon 
fairs tur, oncly fair Chriſt ! But alas | have nocthiog for him; 
yet he hath mach for mc: it is no gain ro Chriſt that he getrerth 
my | trle feckle(s (pan-h: ng h & hand-breadth of love, If mea 
woul4 have ſomething to doe with their hearts &rheir thoughts, 
that are alwayes ro.ling up & down , like men with oares in 4 
boats after inrull vanities , they may figde great & ſweet em+« 
ployment totheir thouphrs upon Chritt ; If thoſe frothie fluc= 
turing & reſtle(s hearts of ours, would come all abeut Chriſt 3 
look into his love, to botromleſs love, tothe depth of mercys 
to the unſcarchable riches of his grace, toenquire after and 
ſea:chinto the beauty of God in Chriſt, they would de (wallos 
wed up 10 the depth, & height, length, & breadth of his good= 
neſs, Oh if men would draw the curtains, &loak intothe inner 
fide of the arte, & behold how the fulnef of theGodhead dwcls 
lJeth in him bodily ! O who would not (av, let me die, let me 
die tex times, to ſee a ſioht of him ! Ten thouſand deaths were 
no Qrcat | Org to give for him. Iam (ures liek, fainting love 
would highten, the marker, & raiſe the price ro the double , fot 
him. Burt alas, if men & Angels were rouped &fſold at the dea- 
reſt price,thyy would noe all buy a night's love or a four&rwen= 
tic hours fight of Chuſt / O how happy are they , who ger 
Chriſt for nothing ! God ſend me no more for my part of Pa. 
radiſc; bur Chriſt: and ſurely I were rich enough , & as well 
heavin'd, as the beſt of th:m, if Chriſt were my, heaven, EI 
can write no berter thing to you, then todelire you , ifever 
ye laid Chriſt in a count, to take him up » and count over 
again 3 and weigh him again and again: And after this have 
no other to court your love, and te wooe your ſoul's delight, 
buc Chriſt : be will be found worthy of all your love; 

Ml 5 hows 
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howbeat it chould {well apon you, from the earth'to the upper- 


moſt circle of the heaven of heaycns. To oar Lord Jelus and 
his loye | commend you, 


Aberd, 1637, Yours in bis [weet 1 exe 
leſur, S, R. 


Te JONET KENNEDY, 
MISTRES FL. 


Race , merey &pcace be unto you: Ye are nota litele 

obliged to his rich grace, who hath (cparat you for him'elt, 
& for the promiſed inheritance, with the ſaints in light » fiom 
this Condemned & euilty world: Hold faſt Chriſt, contend for 
bi, it 18 a lawfull plca ro goc to holding & drawing forChrift; 
& it is not poſſible ro keep Chriſt praceavly, having once got- 
ren him,exccpt the devil were dead. It muſt be your reſolution, 
eo fer your face againſt Satan's northern tempeſts & ſtormess ſor 
ſalvation : Nature would bave heaven come 1:rping ro us 1n 
our beis : we would all buy Chriſt , ſo bring we might make 
price our felves; but Chriſt is worth more blood & lives, then 
either yc or I have to givebim, Wheo we sha'l come home, & 
eater to the poſſeſſion of our brother's fair kingdom , & wh:n 
eur heads shall gadeche weight of the erernall crown of glory, 
& when we (hall look back to pains & ſuflcrings; then $þall we 
ſee lifry & ſorrow , vo be les then one ſtep or ſtride from u pri 
ſon to glory : and that our little inch of time ſuffering is noc 
worthy of our firſt night's welcome-bome to beaven, O whac 
then will bethe weight of every onc of Chriſt's kiſſes! O how 
wephty & of what worth shall every one of Chriſt's love-ſmiles 
be ! O when once he chall thruſt a wearicd rraveller's head be- 
twixt his blefied breaſts » the poor ſoul sball rbink one kiſs of 
Chriſt bath fully paid home ſeurtic ot fiftie yeers wer feet, & all 
it's ſore bearts& 1g ht ſufſcriogszit had in following afrerChriſt) 
O thrice blinded ſouls , whoſe hearts are charmed & berwitched 
with dreams, chadows., feckleſs things, night-vanitics & night 
fancics of a milcrable life offin 'Shame on ws,who fit ill —_ 
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el wich the love & liking ofthe loan ofa piece dead clay. © 
poor fools, who are begailed with painted things,8 this world's 
{faic weather & ſmooth qa rotten Worm- caten hopes! 
may o0t the dovil laugh, to ſec us give our our ſouls , & get in 
but corrupt & counterfeit pleaſures of fin, O for a fight of erer= 
nity's glory, & ali:tle raſting of che Lamb's marriage-ſupper ! 
half a draught or a diop of the wine of conſolations, that is up 
io our banquetting houſe , out of Chrift's own hand > would 
make our fomacks loath the brown bread & the ſowre drink of 
2 miſcrable life, O how far are we bereft of wit, to chaſe & hunr 
& run, till our ſouls be oat of breath, after'a condemned happi- 
nc of our own making! & doe we nor fir far in our own lights 
to make it a matter of batryns=play,to Skinke and drink over pa- 
radiſe & the heaven, that Chriſt did ſweat for, even for a blaſt 
of ſmoke, & for Eſau's mornin? breah./a8 2 Orthat we were 

oat of our (clyes,& dezd ro this world, & this world dead & cru- 
cificd to ur, & then we chould be cloſe out of love & conceir, of 
any mesked & Fairded lover whatſoever: then Chriſt would wia 
* conqu2r to him(cif a lodging in the iamoſt yolk of our heart: 
then Chriſt shoald be our nigbs-ſong & eur morning- ſong:then 
the very noiie & din of our welbeloyed's feer, when be cometh, 

& his firſt knock or rap at the door, should be as the, acwes of 

two heavens tous. Oh that our eyes & our loul's. (mellipg 

thould goe after 2 blaſted & ſan burart Aower,even this plaiſtered 
fair out» (ided world, &then we have ncither eye ner ſmell for 
the flower of Iefſe, for that plant of renown, for Chriſt, the 

choiſeft, the faireſt , the ſweereft roſe that ever God planted! O 

let ſorne of us die to feel the ſaxell of him , & let my part of this 
rorton world L>: fortejred & (old for evermorcproviding I may 
anchor my tottering ſoul upon Chriſt!l know it is ſomerimes ar 
this, Lord, what wilt thou bave for Chrift + Bart O Lord canft 

thou be budded or propined with any gift for Chriſt: © Lord z 

canChriſt be ſold; or rather, may not 4 poor needy fanner have 

him for nt bing? If I can get no more, O ler me be paincd to all 
erernity wirh longing for him. The joy of bungring for Chriſt, 
mthould be my hearcn for evermore. Alas thatl cannot draw fouls 


& Chriſt -- yerher; bar —_—{i_ 
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that Chrift ſas I afluredly hope heshall) would come upon wie Bl © 

thered Scotland, as rain upon the new mown graſs, O let the - 
ag ocne] O let his Kiogdom come ! O let their eyes ros ff © 
in their eye holes , who vi not receive him home again to __ 

reiga & rule in Scotland } Grace , gract be with you. pi 
Aberd. 1637. Yours in bis ſweet Lord ſo 
Jejus, S. Re o1 

— —— 's 

To his Reperend & Dear Brother , P 

Mc DAVID DICKSON. - 
by 

Reverend & deareſt Brother. by 


Wy i107 have I out of heaven's gates, but that my Lord xl 
Jelus be glorified,in my bonds ?Blclicd be ye of the Lord, © 
who coorriout any thing ro my obliged and indebted prailes : C 
dearBrother,help me a poor dyvour to pay the intereſ};toi lcane 
not come nighto render the principal! : It is not jeſt nor ſport 1 
which maketh me toſpeak & write as | doc:1 never before came 
to that nick or pitch of communion with Chriſt , that I have 
vow attaincd goto, for my congrmationy | have been theſe rwo 
Sabbaths or three io privat , taking inſtruments in the rame of 
God, chat my Lord Jcius & { bave killed each other in Aberden, 
the houſe of ury pligrimage: 1 ſcck not av apple toplay me with , 
. he knowerh , whom I ſcrye in the ſpirit y but a ſeal 3; I but beg 
earneſt , and am content to ſuſpend and friſt glory , while ſup- 
pertime: I know this world will nor laſt with me; for my 
aw2en light is noon-day light,& my ſour bours above my teaſts, 
when I was a preacher j at which times allo » 1 was embraced 
very ofren , it bisarmes: But whocan blame Chrilt rotake 
me on b:hinde him [if I may ſay (0) on his white horſe, or in 
his chaiiot paved with love, throggh a water; Will oot a father 
take hislictle dated Daviczia bis armes,& carry him over aditch 
or a mire? my shoit legs could nor ſtep over this deireor fiokiog 
mirc, therefore my L; Jelus willbear me thorow: It achange 
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come & a dark day, fo _ that he will keep my faith withour 
flaw or crack ,1 dare not blame him ; howbeir 1 ger Bo more , 
while I cometo heaven : Burt ye know , the phyfick behoved 
to have ſugar, my faith was fallen a ſwoon , & Chriſt bur held 
up a ſwooning man*, head,Indecd 1 pray not for a Dated Bairn's 
diet, be knowerh,T would have Chrift (owre or ſweet; any ways 
lo being it be Chat indecd: 1 ſtand not now vpon paired apples, 
or ſugared dighes ; bur 1 cannor blame him to give, & I muſt 
gapeand make a wide mouth : fioce Chriſt will nor pantry-up 
joyes , be muſt be welcome, who will not bide away: I ſeek no 
other fruit, but that be may be glorified: he knowerh, I would 
take hard fare to have his naine fer on high. 1 bleſs you for your 
counſel: 1h to live by faith, and {wim without a maſſe or 
bundle of joytull ſevſc under my chinne ;; ar leſt ro venture, al 
beit I sRould be ducked. Now for my cafe, I think the Councel 
should be cflayed , and theevent referred ro God : - Duties are 
ours, and evonts are God's, I shall goethrough yours upon the 
Covenant at leiſure , and wiite to you my minde thereanent: & 
anent the Arminian Contratt betwixt the father & the ſon. I 
beſcech you ſer to, to goe trough ſcripture : yours on the 
Hebrew? is in great requeſt with all, who would be acquaine 
wich Chriſt's Teſtament. I purpoſe Godwilling to fſcr abour 
Heſea, &totry,ifl can get it tothe preſſe here. Ir refresherh 
me muchzthat ye areſo kind to my brother; 1 hope your coun- 
ſel shall doe him good; I xecommend him to you» fince Iam ls 
far from him: I am glad, that the dying ſervant of God, farmoue 
and faichfull My Cuninghame (ealed your miniſtry before he 
Fcll aſleep : Grace » grace be with you, 


«Aberd. March. 7+ Yours in bs ſwees I ord 
1637. Teſus. 'S. R. 
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To the Much boxoxred 
WV ISS W RIGGE 


Of Athernie. 


Much honourcd Sir. 


Race, mercy & peacebeto you: I received your long- 
looked-for & shoit letter; 1 would yc had ſpoke more to 

me, who ſtand in need; 1 finde Chriſt, as ye write, ay the longer 
the b:tter, & therefore cannot but rejoycr in his ſalvation, who 
bath made my chains my wings, & hath made mea King over 
ray Crofle;, & over my adycrlaries : glory, glory, glory to his 
higb,high & holy name: Nor one ounceznot one grain» wcight 
more is laid on me; then he hath caabled mero bear; And 1 am 
not ſo much wearicd to ſuffer , as Sions haters are to perſecure., 
Oh if 1 covld findea way, in any meaſure, to ſtrive ro be even 
with Chiift's love; but that I muſt give over! Oh who would 
help adyvour to pay praiſts ro the King of ſaints, who riiumphe 
cth in his weak ſervants? I fee of Chriit bur ride upon a Worms 
or a feather, his horſe will acirher ſtumble ner fall: The worme 
Facob is made by him, «a new 5barp thresbizg infirument bave 
ing teeth to threch the mountains, & beat them ſmall, and to 
make the bills as chaff, & to fan them, fo as the wind shall car- 
ry them away, & the whirl wind thall ſcatter them. 1 4.41:14+ 
15, 16. Chrift's cnemies are but breakiog their own heads in 
peices, upon the rock laid in ions & the ſtone is not removed 
out of it's place: Faith hath cauſc rotake courage , from our 
very afflictions ; the devil is but a wher-flone rosharpen the 
faith & patience of the ſaiors : 1 know, br but heweth & poli: h- 
eth ſtones all this time, for the new Feruſalem: Bur in all this, 
three thiogs have much moved me,fince it hath pleaſed my Lord 
torurn my moon-light into day-light. Firft,he hatb yoked me 
to work) to wreſtle with Chriſt's love of longing, wherewith [ 
=aa fick, pained , fainting & liketodie, becauſe 1 cannot ger 
huunſclf, which I chink a ſtraoge ſort ofdeſertion; for I have 
nt 
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not him(ciſ( whom if 1 had,my love-fickne(s would ceote,& my 
ſever goe awayzat leaſt, Ishould know the hear of the fire of come 

lacencic » which would coole the ſcorching hear of thefire of 
defire) & yer I have no per uric of ks love, & fol dwin, 1dic z 
& heſcemerh not ro ruc on me, I rakeinſtrumevers in his hand, 
that | would have himy but I cannot get him; & my beſt chear 
is black hunger : | bleſſe him for that fealt. Secondly , old 
challenges now & then revive & caſt all down, I goe balriog & 
&ghing » fearing rherc bear unſcer proceſſe yer coming our, 
& that heavier then [ can anſwer ; I canoor read diſtin&tly 
Surtie's at of cautionrie, for me in particular, & my diſcharge; 
& ſenſe rather then faith aſlureth ae of what 1 have; Somnable 
am Itogoe , but by an hold, 1 could ( with reverence of my 
Lord) fergive Chriſt, ifhe would give me as much faith, as1 
have buoger for him: Ihope the pardon is now obtained , bur 
che peace is not ſurero me, as I would with: Yer, once thing I 
know ; there is nota way to heaven , bur the way he hath 

raced me te profifle and ſufter for. Thirdly , woe, woe is 
me » for the virgin daughter of Scoeland , and for the fearfull 
d:ſolation , and wrath appointed for this land; And yer all are 
ſleeping , eating and drinking , laughing and ſporting , as if 
all were well. Oh our dirs gold, our dumb, blinde paſtors, 
the ſfunis gonedown upon them , and our Nobles bid Chriſt 
ſend ſor bimſelf » if he be Chriſt: It were good, weghould 
learn in time the way to our ſtreng hold. Sir, howbeic nor 
acquainted , remember my love to your wits I pray God 
eltabligh you. 


Aberd. March. 9g. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637 Jeſus, S. R, 


— 
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Bailiffe of Kirkcudbright. 
My very worthy & dear Friend. 


—_ bur moſt kindly thank yousfor the exprenions at your 
lore: your loye & reſpeRt ro me is 3 great comfort ro me. 
I 
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I bleſſe bis high & glorious name, that the terrors ofgreat men, 
have not HY me » from open avouching ofthe Son of 
God ; nay , his croſsis the ſweeteſt burden that ever 1 bare: It 
is ſuch a burden, as wings arc to a bird,or lailes to a chip,to car= 
. ry me forward tomy ha. bour, I have pot much cauſc co fall 
in love with the world ; but rather to wish, that he who fitteth 
upon the floods would bring my broken ship zo Land , & ke: p 
my conſcience fafe, in theſe dangerous times : for wrath from 
the Lord is coming on this fivfu!l Land. It were good , that 
we priſoners of hope knew ofour ſtrorg hold to run to, before 
the ſtorm come on : Theielore Sir, 1 beſeech you, by the 
mercics of God, ard comforts of his Spirit, by the blood of 
your Savioar, & by your compeerance before the fin-reveng- 
ing Judge of the world, keep your gaimenres clean, & ftand Br 
the truth of Chriſt » which ye profcilc: When the time chall 
come that your eye ſtripgs shall break,rour face wax pale,your 
breath grow cold, & this bouſe of clay shall rotrer, & your one 
foot shall be over the march, in etcruity , it chall be your com- 
fort & joy, that ye g»ve your name to Chiſt, The greateſt 
part ofthe world thiok heaven at the next door, & thatChriſti- 
anity is an cafic r:3k; but they will be beguiled. Morthy Sir, 
I beſeech you make ſure workof ſalvation : I bave found by 
experience, thar all I could Cor, hath had much zdoc, io the day 
of my trial; & therefore lay up a furs forndation , for the time 
to come. I cannot require you» for your undeſeryed favours 
to me & my now - aM &cd brother 1; but I nuſt roremember 
youto God : remember me heartily ro your kinde wife, 


«Abcrd. March. 13. Yours in his onely Lord 
163 7. leſus. $. R. 


—_ 
TR ——— — 


Te WILLIAM FULLERTON. 
Proveſt of Kirkgudbright, 


Much | onoured Sir. 

{ == , mercy and peace betq you: I am oblciged to your 
lovc in God; 1 beſecch you, Sirz let nothing be ſo dear eo 

you 
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you, as Chriſt's ruth, for falyation is worth all the world; a 
thecefore be not afraid of men , that shall die:- the Lord $hall 
t I doe for vou in your ſuffering for hiaydk (hall blefle your bouſe 
» BN & (eel, & ye have God's promiſezthat ye shall haye his preſence 
Il in fice 4 water, & in ſeventribulaticas. Your day will wear 
bh I ro ancud, and your ſun goedown: ip death it will be your joys 
p I that ye have ventured all ye have for Chriſt, and there is not a 
n |} 5:omiſc of beaven made,bur to ſuchzas are willing to ſuffer for 
it it; ir is a Caſtle raken by force. This carth is but theclay-por- 
re ÞÞ tion of baſtards; & therefore, no wonder the world ſmile on it's 
e & own; but berrer things are laid up for his lawfully begarren 
of © baicnes, whom the world hateth:IThave experience to ſpeak this: 
'- © { r 1 would not exchange my priſon & fad vights , with the 
or & cout, honour, & caſc of my adverlaries: My Lord is pleaſed to 
ll 1. many unknown faces to laugh upos me, &to provide a 
ur El lodging for mc: & ic bimf{lf viGierh my ſoulywith feaſts of ſpi- 
ne Þ ritual comforts. O how ſweet a Maſter is Chriſt ' Bleſicd are 
n- | ricy who lay downall for him, | thank you kindly for your 
love :o my diſtreſſed brother. Y ec have the bleſſing & prayers of 
i- B rheprifouce of Chriſt ro you, your Wite & Children, Rememe 
r , | b:r niy love & bleſſing to Iilliam & Samuel: 1 defire them 
by Þ in cheir youth to ſeck rhe Lord, & fear his great name) to pray 
ay | twicca day (atleaſt) roGoad, & toread God's word , wh 
me || rthcmſclyes from curſing, liciog, & filthic ralking. Now the ooly 
urs || wilc God, & the preſenceof che Son of God be with you all. 


Aberd. Match. t3, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
I637- Jeſusz S. R, 


—— —— 


To the worthy G& much bonoured 
ir ALEXANDER COLVILLz, 
Of Blair. 
Much bonoured Sir. 


our Raccy mercy and peace beto you : The bearer hereof 
M. R., F. is moſt kinde to me; I delice you to thank bims 


y 0U N Bur 
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Buc none is ſo kinde as my onely royal Kiag & Maſter , whoſe 
crols is my garland ; The King dinerh with his priſoner, & his 
ſpikenard caſtcth a ſmcll; He hath l-d me up to ſuch a pitch 
& nick of joy full communion with himſelf, as 1 never knew 
before: When 1 look back to by-gones, I judge my (*lf to 
have been achildear A, B, C, with Chriſt, [Horthy Sir , 
rdon me, I dare not conceal it from you, it is as a fire in ay 
wels : In his preſence, who (ceth me, | ſpeakit, I aw paincd, 
paincd with the love of Chriſt; he hath made me fick & wound 
ed me: Hunger for Chriſt our-runneth faith: I wif; faith more 
then love. O if the three Kingdoms would come and» fce | O if 
they knew bis kindneſs ro my toul! It hath pleaſed him to bring 
metro this , rhat I will not ſtrikeſails ro this world , nor flatter 
Ir , nor adore this clay idol , rhar fools worship : As Iam now 
diſpoſed , 1 thiok I willoeither borrow vor lend with it; & yer 
I get my mcat from Chriſt with nurture ;, for ſeven times a day 
Iam lifted up andcaſten down, My dumb Sabbaths burchca 
my heart, and makeit bleed: I want not fearfull challenges , 
and jealouſics ſometimes of Ch:ift's love, that be bath caſten 
me over the dike ofthe vineyard, as a dry tree ; Pur this ts my 
infirmity : By his grace I take my (elf in theſe ravings : It 38 
kindly that faith and love both b- lick, and fevers are kindly 
to moſt joyful communion with Chriſt. Ye ate bleficd , who 
avouch Chriſt openly before the Prince of this Kingdom, whole 
eycs are upon you: Ir is your glory tolifr him up on his throne, 
to carry his train » and bear up the hm of his robe royal ; He 
hath an hiding place for M. A. C. againſt the ſtorm ; gocon , 
and fear not what may can doe: Theſaivrs ſeem to have ule 
worſt of it , (for apprehenfions can make a lye of Chriſt and of 
his love) bur itis not (o : Providence is not rolled upon unc- 
qual and crooked wheels : All thing work together for the good 
of thoſe who lure God & are called according to bi; purpoſe. Erc 
it be long, we shall [ce the white fide of God's Providence. My 
Brotber's caſc harh moved me nor a little : He wrote to me 
your care ard kindneſs, Sir , the priſone1's blefſings & prayers 
I cruft shall not goe bY you, He that is able ro keep you, & to 
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preſent you before the preſence of his face with joy , 
your heart iu ihe love of Chriſt, 


Aberd. 19. Febr, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. . Jeſus. S. R, 


— — 


To EARLESTO WN Tounger 


Honoured & Dear Brother. 


Race , mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter} 
v» Lich refreshed my foul. ] thank God, the court is cloſeds 
I think «hame of my part ofit: 1 pals row from my uvjuſt 
ſummonds of unkindrefs, libelled againſt Chriſt my Lord: He 
is pot ſuch a Lord & Maſter, as Itook him to be ; verily, heis 
God, & I am duſt & asbes : 1 took Chiiſt's glooms ro be as 
ood as Scripture (peaking wrath, but I have Fon the other fide 
of Chriſt, & the white fide of bis croſs now. 1 behooved rocome 
to Aberdeen ,to learn a new myſtery in Chriſt, that bis promiſe 
is better to be beleeyedzthen bis looks;%thar the devil can cauſe 
Chriſt's glc oms ſpeak a lic toa weak man. Nay , verily I was 
a childe before, all by cones are bur bairns play: 1lwould I 
could begin to bea Chiiſtian in fad carneſt ; 1 need nor blame 
Chiiſt, if l be not one; for he hath sbewed me beaver and hell 
im Aberdein; Eurtheriuthis, for all my ſorrow, Chriſt is 
nothiog in my ccbt ; for comforts have rcefreshed my foul: I 
have heard ard ſeen hitn in his ſweernes, fo, as 1 am almoſt 
laying, it is not be that I was wont to meet with: He —_— 
n ore cheatſully , bis kiſſes are more ſweer and ſoul-refreshing, 
theo the kiſſes of the Chriſt, 1 ſaw before, werez (though be be 
the ſame) or rather , the King hath led me uptoa meaſure of 
joy, & communion with my Bridegroom, that I never attained 
to before ; ſorthat often 1 think » I will neither borrow nor 
lerd with this world, 1 will not ftrikefail ro crofies , nor flatrer 
them , to be quite of them: as 1 have done. Come all crofles » 
welcome , welcome ! Sol may gct my beartfull of my Lord 
Jeſus. 1 baye been ſo near bimsas 1 bave ſaid, I rake G—_ 
N 34 this 
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#bis is the Lord,leave a token berinde theeathat Imay never for 
get this, Now what can Chrilt doe mare to dite one of his poor 
priſoners ? Therefore, Sir, Icbarge you, in the name of my 
Lord Jeſus,praile with me,& chew to others what be hath douc 
woto my ſoul, This is the fruit of my luterings , that I defire 
Chrit's name may be {pread abrozd in this Ainglom » in my 
bebalt. Lhopetin God notro flinder him again 3 yer ia this 1 
I get not my teas withou: forgo mixture of val] : neither 1M 
I frcc of old jealouiics » for he hat'i removed my lovers and 
friends far from me, lic hzth made ary congregation deſolate, 
& rak-o away my crown. & my dumb labbaths are like a ſtone 
ticd to a b:rd's loor, that wanteth not wings, thuy ſcem to hins 
der mc to fize, Wert it not that 1 dare not lay one word, but, 
Wl done, Lord leſus, We canin our profperity ſport our 
ſclyes , & be too bold with Chriſt; yea bethar infoleor, as to 
chide with himy bur under the water we dare not ſpeak, I wone 
dcr now of wy ſometimes boldneſs, to chide & quarrel] Chriſt , 
to.nickname Providence, when it ſtroaked me againſt the hair; 
but now ſwimming io the waters » I think my will is fall:o tv 
the grouod of the warcr? I have loſt it, 1 think | would fin (ct 
Chriſt alonc, & given him leavero doc with me what he plcal- 
eth , if he would {mile upon me. Verily, we know nor what an 
evil itis, to ſpill & indulge our ſelves, & to make an 14ol of our 
gill : I was once, I would not cat, except 1 lad wail: d meat : 
nowl dare nat complin of crumbs & parrings under his table: 
was once that I would make the bouſc adoe, if I ſaw not the 
world carved , & ſztin ofderto my liking 3; nowlI ankilcor, 
when I ſce God hath (er ſervants on horiebacks & is fatniag and 

feediag, the children of perdition. I przy God, | never kude my 

will again ; Oh ifChiſt would ſubject my will to his, and 
t-ample ir under his feet, & hbcrate me from that l-wicks Lord, 
Now Sir, ia your youth gather faſt , vourſun will mour:t to 
the Meridia! quickly and thcreafrer decline : Le greedy of 

Oracc: Study above any ! MANY dcarBrother to morithe your 

luſts. Oh bur pri 1c of yout':,v awtyluſt, idolizing of the world, 

& charming pleaſur: s$Ytake Jong timeto root them out! As far as 
ye arc adyanced in the way to heaven) as neer as yeare toChriſt, 
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as much progreſs as ye haye made 1a the way of mortification , 

ye will finde that ye are fac behiade, & have moſt of your work 

b-forc you. I nevcr cook it £o be (0 hard, to be dead ro my luſts 

% rothis worli: When the day of vilitation cometh, and your 

old idols com: weeping about you, ye will have much 240: nor 
to break your hart it iz beſt togive up in time with cl:em, fo ar 
ye coald ar a call quite your part of chis world, for a drink of 
watctyOr a thing of nothing. Verily, 1 have ſecathe beſt of 
this world, a n0th-eaten, threed bare coat : I purpoſe to lay 

it afide, being now bole &ol4.O for my houle aboye,nort made 
with hand s ! Pray for Chrift's priſoner » & wiite rome Ree 
member my love to your mother : Defice ker from me, to 
make for r:moviog; the Lord's tide will nor bide herz& to ſeek 
an hcaven'y miade, that her hcart may bc vtcen there, Grace, 
be with you. 


Aberd. Feb. 20. Yoursy &% Chriſt's priſo- 
1537. nery 5. R. 
To ROBERT GLENDINING 
My Dear Friad, 


Race , mercy and peace bero you 3 I thank you moſt 

kindly for your carc of me , and your love:aad reſpective 
kindneſs ro my Brot-5er in his diſtreſle;1 pray the Lord, ye may 
hnde mercy in the day of Chriſt, & I carreat you, Sir,to confi 
der the times ye live1n , & that your foul is of more worth ro 
you, then the whole world,which, in the day of the blowing of 
the lait erumper;shall lycin white asbes,as an old caſtle burur ro 
nothing :; and Remember that judgemear & eternity is before 
you. My dezr & worthy [ried » let me corcear you tn Chriſt's 
name, & by the ſalvation of your ſoul, %& by your cpmpearance 
before the dreadful & fin-revengiag judge ofthe world , make 
your accounts ready; read them ere ye come to the water (ide , 
for your after-noon will wear shore, & your ſun fall low & goe 
down; & ye know that this long tice, your Locd hath waited 
== on 
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'© 1yaa: Obow comfortable a thing shatl ir bero you , wh-a 
ricge hall be nomore,&your ſoul (hall d-part our of the houſe of 
clay , to raſte andendiefſeerternity , to have your foul drelſed 
up and prepared for your bridegroom ! No lofſe is comparadl: 
to the loſe of che foul, here is ao hope of regaining char loile. 
O how joyfull would _ be to hear, that ye woul4 ſtart to 
the gate, and contend tor the crown, and leave all vanirics, & 
make Chriſt your garland ! Ler your (oul put away your old 
lovers,& letChriſt have your whole love: [ have ſome experience 
to write ofthisto you: My witneſle is in heaven , 1 would nor 
exchange my chains, & boads for Chriſt, and my (izhs, for r:n 
C— judge this clay-idolzthat A4am's ſon: are roup- 
ing & (cling rheir ſouls for, not worth a drink of cold water, 
O if your ſoul were ia my ſoul's ſtead , how fick would yeb: of 
nvois that faireſt one , that faireſt among the ſons of men |! 
May- flowers & moreing»rapour & ſummer.-miſt poſteth noc 
ſo fiſt aways theſe wormecaren pleaſures that wefollow : We 
build caſtl:s in the air, & night dreams are our dayly idols, that 
wedoreon: Salvation , Salvation is our onely one necelſaric 
ching. Sir, call bone your thoughts to this work » ro inquire 
for your welbeloved; This carth 1s the portion of baſtards, ſeek 
the ſons inhericance,& lerChriſt*s ecurh be dear to you. I pawnde 
my Glyation oa its that this is the honour of Chriſt's Kingdom, | 
I now ſuft-r for, (and this world L hope $hall not come be. 
pween me and my garland) anJ that this 15 the way to life, When 
ye and [ chall lye lumps of paleclay upon the cold grouad, our 
pleaſures , that we now naturally love , shall be lefſe then no- 
ghing,io char day. Dear Brother, fulfull my jop, & berake you to 
Chriſt, without further delay, ye will b* fain at leagrh to ſeek to 
kim, or doc inboitly worſe, Kemember my love to your wife , 


gracb: with you, 


Aberd. March. 13. Your: m bis ſweet Lord 
1637+ Jeſus. S. R. 
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Te WILLIAM GLENDINING, 
Welbeloved & dear Brother, 


Race, mercy and peace beto you+ I thank you moſt 

kindly for your care & lovero me, & in particular romy 
Bro: ber , in his diſtreſſe in Edinburgh : Goe on throw your 
w1.crs withour weatying » your m_ kooweththe way , fol- 
low him and caſt your cares & tentations upon him: & ler nor 
worms » the ſons of men, aftrighe you; they hall die , & the 
moth shallcat them : keep your garland , there is noleſle ar the 
ſtake, tn this game bexwixrus & the world, then our conſceence 
& (alvation ; we have ned ro take heed tothe game, & nor ro 
yicldro them: Let them take other things from us ; but here , 
ia matters of conſcience, we malt hold & draw with Kings , & 
ſet our (clves in termesof oppolition, with the ſhieldso/the earth. 
O the (weet communion for evermore, that hath been berween 
Ch:iſt & his priſoner ! He wearieth not to be kinde : He is the 
Flirelt ight I ſee iv Aberd; or any part that ever my feet were 
in, Remember my hearty kindaels to your wife, 1 defire her ro 
belceve, & lay her cares on God, & makefaſt work of (vation. 


Grace be with you, 


Aberd. March. 13. Yours in his onely Lord 
1637« Jeſus, S. KR. 


— 


? ] E A N B R O W N. 


W.lheloved and dear Siſter. 


Race, mercy & peace be ro you; I received your lerrer » 

F which 1 eſteem an evidence of your Chriſtian affeftion ro 
me , andof your love to my honourable Lord & Maſter, My 
dctire is, that your communion with Chriſt may grow, & thar 
your reckonings may be pur by hand with your Lord, cre ye 
come to the water fide. O who knoweth, how ſweer Chriſt's 
kiſſes are! who hath b:ca more kiodly embragcd & kitled , chen 
N 4 I kis 
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I his banished priſoner? Ifthe compariſon coult ftand, 1 would 
not exchange Chiiſt with heaven it ſelf: He barh lefta darvand 
arrow of loyc in my ſoul, & it painerh me rill be come & rake 
it out: 1 hade patio of theſe woundezbecauſe I would have poſleſ- 
Gon. I know now , this worm-caten apple , the plaiftered rot- 
gen world , that thefilly Children of this world arc beating and 
buffertiog & pulling others cars for, is a portion for baſtards 
good cnough: & that is all they have to look for, 1 offend nor, 
that my adverlarics ſtay at home at their own fire-fide, with 
more ycarly rent then 1, choald 1 be avgry, that the good.m mm 
of this houlc of the world caſteth a dog a bone,ro hurt his reerh? 
He hath taught me,to be content with a borrowed fire- (ide and 
an uncouth bed; and [ think, I have loft nothing, the 1n-come 
is ſogreat. O what relling is in Chriſt ! O how weighty is my 
fair garland, my crown, my fair ſuppino-bal in glory, where 
I shall bc above the blawes and bufterrings of Prelats ! Ler 
this be your delire, & lex your thoughts dwell much upon that 
bleſſcedaelle, that abideth you in the other world ; The fai: fide 
ofthe world w:!] be turned to you quickly , when ye shall ſce 
the crown: 1 hope yeare neer your lodging : O bur I would 
think my ſelf bleſied , for my part, to win the houlc before the 
zhowr come on ! For God hath a quiver full of arrowes , to 
shoot at & sbowr down upon Scotland. Ye have the prayers 
of a priſoner of Chriſt, I defire Patrick to give Chriſt bis young 
love, even the flower of it , and pur it by all others : it were 
good toſtart ſoon torhe way : He should thereby have a great 
advantagein the vil day. Grace be with you. 


«Abderd. Maich. 7. Yours in bis onely Lord 
1637. Feſus, S. K 


i —— 
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To M1 JOHN FERGUSHILL: 
Reverend and welbelo:d iv the Lord. 


Was refreched with your letter: 'I am ſorry for that lingering 
and long ſeme vilication,that is upon your witc; but I knows 


ye 
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yetake it as a mark ofa lawfully begorren childe,& not ofa baſ- 
tard, to be under your father's rod : till ye be in heaven , it will 
b- but ſoul weather z one showr up & another dowa: The 
li.:tel fiones & lars ofthe net Feruſlalem ſuffer moe knocks 
of God's bammer & tool, then the common ſtde= wall floncs : & 
if rweary crollcs be written for you in Gol's book , they will 
c0.ne to nigcreny & then at laſt ro one, f& afcer that nothing but 
vour bead betwixt Chriſt's breaſts for exermore; & his own lots 
h:nlto dry your face, & wip: away your tearer, As for publike 
luitccings tor his cruth » your Maſter aifo will ſee rockele; Ler 
us put hun in his own office , to comfore & duliver: the gloom 
of Chrift's crofle is work then it felt. 1 cannot K:*p up» what 
he hath done to my ſoul : My derr Brother, will L not get b-lp 
of yous to praile, & to litt Chritup on high f He hath pained 
me: with bis love, & hath icft a love arior in my heart,that hath 
made a wound, & ſwelled m-up #1! I-fires, ſo, that lam :0 bs 
picicd for war of reall policttion : love would have the compas 
oy of the party loved : & my g:cireſt pain 4s the want ofhim 3 
107 of his j1oycs and comforts, but of 2 ncer union, and commu 
nion. This 15 bis erath, 1 #m fully perſwaded, I now ſufter {or ; 
For Chriſt hath caxen upon him to be wirneſle co ir, by bis{weer 
comforts ro my foul ; & shail I chink hima falſe witn:fle, or 
that he woul1 lu cribs blink paper? I thank his high and 
d:cadiull name >» for what he hath given; 1 hope to keep his (cal 
& his pawne, 11.1 he come & looſer himſelf, 1 defic hell ro pur 
me off it , but he is Chriſt, & he hath mer with his priſoner: & 
I rook inſtcumentcs in his own hand, that it was he, & no other 
for him. When the Devil f:neeth a baſtard court in my Lord's 
ground , & givcth me forged ſummeondss it will be my shame 
to misbeleeve, after ſuch a tair broad (cal; & yet Satan & my ap= 
prehenfion ſomerimes make a lie of Chriſt » as if he hared me z 
but 1 dare beleeve no evil of Chriſt : if he would cool my loves 
fever for him(ſclf with reall preſence &pofſeffion,I would be rich 
bur 1 dar not be awiſlcarned, and ſeek more in that kindeghow= 
beir ic be no shame ro beg ac Chriſt's door. I piry my adver® 
laries , I grudge oot, that my Lord kceperh them at their own 
hice-(ide,&hath givca me a borrowed bed,&a borrowed fire-fide; 
N $ Let 
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Le: the good-man of the houſe caſt a dog a bone, thoald 1 
off:nd ! Ircjoycerhat the broken bark shall come to lant, & 
that Chriſt will on the shore welcome the ſex-lick paſſenger, 
We have need of a great ſtock, againſt this day of trial that is 
coming; neither chaf nor corn 10 Scotland, burir hall once 
palſc thorow God's fieve. Praiſes praiſe , & vray for me ; for 
I cannot forger you : I know ye will be fricadly to my afflict- 
ed Brother, whois now embarked in the ſame cauſe with me : 
Let him have your counſcl & comforts, Rome mber my 
Jove in Chriſt ro your wife , her bealth is coming, and her (al- 
vation ſleepeth nog, Ye has < the prayers and blefling of a priſo- 
ner of Chriſt, Sowe faſt , deal bread pleotifully : The pantry 
door will be locked on the batros in apprarance , cre long, 
Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd, March. 7. Yours in bis ſweet Lord, 
1637. leſusy S R, 


To hu reverend & dear Brother, 
Mr ROBERT DOUGLAS, 


My very reverend and dear Brot»cr. 


Race z mercy & peace be to you: 1 _ ſee you in Pa» 
per. I cannot but write to you y that this which I now 
ſutter for is Chriſt's truth ; becauſe he hath been pleaſed ro (eal 
my ſufferings with joy unſpeakable & glorious: I know he will 
not put his ſeal upon blauk paper : Chriſt hath not dumb ſeals, 
neither will ke be witoeſsto a lye. I beſecch you, my dear Bro. 
#her , help me to praiſe, & ro liſt Chriſt up oa his throne, above 
the shiclds of the earth. 1am aſtonirhed & confounded at the 
greatneſs of his Kindneſs roſuch a inner, I krow , Chriſt & 1 
hall never be even, 1 chall dic in his debr: He hath left an arrow 
in my heart, that paincth me for want of rea!l poſſeſſion: & hell 
cannot quench this coal of God's kindling, I wish no man 


Nander Chriſt or his crofle, for my cauſez for | have much caule 
19 


Mr RuTHtRFookD's Epiſt, or” 


—_— — 


— 
P_— 


OG oo aA ow aut £Aa 


Epiſt. r02, Letters, 203 
to (peak muchſgood ofhim : He hath brought meto anick & 
degree ofcammunion with himſelf, that 1 knew not before. 

The din and gloom of our Lord's croſsyis more fearfull & hard, 

then the croſsit (GIF ; Heraketh che bairns in his arms » when 

they come to 2deep water; at leaſt » when they loſe ground, & 
arepurto (wim , then his hand is under thar chia, Let me be 
helped by your prayers , and remember my love to your kiade 
wife, Grace be with you. 


oAberd. Match, 7. Your Brother and Chriſt's 
1637. priſoner. $. R. 


DO — — —— 


To his loving friend 
JOHN HENDERSON. 


Loving friend. 


Ontioue in the love of Chriſt ,, and the doRrine y which I 
Cm you fairhfully and paiofully , according co my 
meaſure : I am free of your blood: Fear the dreadfull name 
of God: Keep in minde the examinations . which I raught 
you and love the truth of God, Death, as faſt as time flycrh, 
chaſeth you out of this life: Tr is poſſible, ye make your rec= 
koning with your judge, before I ſee you; ler ſalrarion be your 
care night and day, and(er afide hours and times of theday for 
prayer. I rejoyce ro bear that there is prayer in your houſe: Sec 
that your ſervants keep the Lord*s day. This dirt & god of 
clay , I mean the vain world, is not worth the ſeeking. An hire 
ling-paſtor is to be thruſt-in upon you , inthe room, ro which 
| have Chriſt's warrand & right: Standeo your liberties, for 
the word of Godalloweth you a yore in chuling your (Paſtor. 
What | wrire to you, I write ro your wife: commend mc hear- 


tily ro her. The grace of Gad be with you. 


iAberd. March, 14, Your le:ing friend and 
1637+ Paſtor. S. K. 


Ta 
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To Mr HUGH HEN DER'SON, 


My reverend and deay Prother, 


hear ye bear the marks of Cluift's dying abour with you, & 

that your brethren have calt you our toc your Maſter's ſake : 
Lee us wait on till the evening, & till our reckooviag ig black & 
whitecome beforc our Maſter, Brother , lince we mull have a 
devil ro trouble us,1 love a raging devil beſt; Our Lord knowah 
what ſort of devil we have reed of; It is bot Satan be in his 
ownskin , and look likehimſfelf; Chriſt weeping lookerth hike 
himſclt alſo, with whom Scriber & Phariſers were at vea & nav, 
and sharpe contradiction. Ye have hcard of thepatience of Job , 
when hc lay in the ashes , God was with him Clawing & cutirg 
his ſcabs, & Ierring out his boils, comforriag his ioul , and h: 
took him upat laſt. That God is not dead yet z he will loop 
& rake up falen bairns : many brokea legs tince Atom? day. s 
hath he ſpelked, and many weary hearts hath he refre: hed, Blu fs 
him for comfort : Why? None cometh dry from David's 
well; lerus goc amongſt the reſt, & caſt down our #0012 bublets 
into Chriſt's Occan , and fuck conſolations our of him: We 
are not ſo ſore firiken, but we may fill Chriſt's hall with » eep- 
ing; Wehave nat gotten our anſwer from him yer; Ler us 


lay up our broken plea's toa fall ſea, & kerpthem ill the day of 


Chriſt's coming ; We and this world will not be even till then: 
They would take our garment from us ; but lct us hold , and 
them draw. Brother, it is a ſtrange world, if we laugh not; I 
never law the like ofit » if there be nor pics the many for this 
coatempr done tothe Son of Gad } We muſt doe asthole, who 
keep the bloody napkin tothe Bailiffc, & let himn ſee blood: we 
muſt keep our wrongs to our Judge, & let him ſe our bluddered 
and foul faces : Priſoners of hope mult runto Chriſt with the 
rm that rears have made on their cheeks, Brotber, for my 
clf, { am Chriſt's d3red one, for the preſent, & 1 live upon no 
deaf nuts (as we aſe to ſpeak) he hath opened foantains to me in 
the wildgrack : Goc , fook to my Lord Jeſus, his loye to me 
1s 
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[{ach, that I defie the world to fade cither brim oc bottom in 


O?, 
T 
t, Grace be with you. 


, Aberd. March. 13, Your Brother in his ſweet Lord 
I037. leſas, 5, K 
ke To tbe La ROBERTLAN D. 
= MISTRES S. 
4 
eh Race y mercy & peacebertoyon : Ishall beglad to hear 
his hat your 1% | Pp! olpe reth, & that fruic growcth upon you, 


le Bf 2fici theLord®s bugbandry,& painsin his rod, that bath not been 
a (ranger toyou from your youth, It is the Lord's kindneſs, 
that he will rake the ſcum off us in the fire: Who knowerh how 


he ncedfull winnowing isro us » and what dreſs we muſt want,cre 
by we enter into the Kingdom of God ? So narrow is the entry 
»» Þ|} to heaven, that our knots , our bunches and lumps of pride , & 
p {zl{-love, & idol-love, & world-love muſt be hammered off us, 
G Þ| that we may throng-in, ſtooping low, & creeping thorow that 
'r parrow & thorny entry, And now for my (elf, I finde it the 


\s | mot (weer and heavenly life, rorake up houſe and dwelling ar 
Chriſt's fircefide, & (or down my tent upon Chiift,thar founda« 
tion-(tooe » who is ſure & faithfull ground, & hard under foot. 
Oh / ifl could win roit, & proclaim my ſelf nox the world's 
{ d:brery nor a lover oblige toit; & that I miade not ro hire or 
bud thts wo:lJ's love any longer; but defie the kindoeſs,% feud 
| of Gol's whole cruation wharſomever 3 eſpecially the lower 
| <74/r & clay part of God's creatures, this vain earth: For what 
ho1d I of his worid ? A-borrowed lodging , & ſome years houſe 
rocm » & bread & water , & hire ,& bcd, & candle, &c. arc all 
a part of the penſion of myKiong &Lord,to whom owe thanks, 
& not to 2 creature, I thank God, that God is God, & Chriſtis 
Chriſt, andthe earth the earth and the Devil the divil, and 
the world the world , and that fig is fin , and that every thing 
is whatit is : Becauſche hath taught me, in my wilderncſs,noc 
t 0 shuftic my Lord Jclus, nor to intermix him with creature-va- 
DICICY 
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or in one threed, with the world and thethings thereof. Ob if 1 
could hold and keep Chiiſt all alone, & mix him with rotting | 
O if I could cry downthe price and weight of wy curſed (elf, & 
c1y up the price of Chiiſt;aod double, & riple, & augment, ard 
beig hten to millions tbe price and worth of Chriſt ! 1am (iff 
Curſt ſpeak ſo,& might lawfully complain) ſo {wn gred!y twiour. 
ed by Chriſt Jeſus, my liberall Lord, that his nice love, which 
my ſoul would bein hands with, fiyeth me; & yer] am traived 
on to love bim.& luſt, & long,& dic for bis lovezw hom 1 canror 
ſee: it is a worder , topine away withlove for acovered & hid 
lover, & to be hungred with his love , ſo as a poor ſoul capnot 
get his fill of bunger for Chriſt: Jr is hard 10 be &u2 gered of bun- 
ger , w hereof ſuch abundance for other tlings is io the v orld: 


Bur ſure, if we were rutours, & ſtewards, & Maſters, and Lord- | 


carvers of Chriſt's love, weshould be mort lean, & worſle fed 
then we are: Our meat doeth us the wore pucd, that Chriſt 
keeperh the keys » and that the wind & the air of Chriſt's (ſweet 
breathing » & of the influence of his ſpirit is locked up in the 
hands of the good plezfure of him, v ho bloweth where he hfieth 
I fee, there is a ſort of impatientpaticnce required, in the want of 
Chriſt, as to his manifeſtations, & waiting-o0n: They thiive who 
wait on his love, & the blowivg of ir, & the tm1nirg of bis gra 
cious wind; & they thrive, who inthet 0n-waviog wake haſtes 
and din , and much «doe, for thcirloſt ard hidder Lord Jeſus : 
However it be , God feed me with him any way, If he would 
come 11, I sball nor diſpute the matter, where he gor a bole, or 
how be opened the lock: 1 sbould becontenit, that Chriſt acd 1 
met » ſuppoſe heshould ſtand op the ether fide of bell's lake,& 
cry to me, Either put in your ſoot & come through , elſe ye 5hall 
wot hate me at all- But what fools arc wes in the takiog up of 
him and of his dealing ! He bath a gate of his wn beyord the 
thoughrs of men , that rofoot hath 5kill ro follow him ; bur 
we ate ſti]l ill Scholars,and will poc in at heavens gates,wanting 
che half of our leſſon, and 5ball till be barns, foloog as weare 
under time's hands z and till erernity cauſe a fun ro ariſe io our 
fouls, that shall give us @##. We may fee bow we ſpill and mar 
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natics » nor to ſpin or twine Chriſt or his ſweet love in one web 
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our own fair heaven and our ſalvatiory and how Chriſt is every 
day putting in one bone or other, in thoſc fallen ſouls vfours » 
io the right place again: and that in this (ide of the new IFuſa- 
lem , we sball QvIl _ necd of —_—_— and healing. I fade 
croſſes Chriſt's car ved work, that he marketh our for us, and 
that with croſſes he figureth, & pourtrayeth us to his own 
images cutting away pieces of our ill & corruption: Lord ext , 
Lord carve, 1. ord wound, Lord doe any thing, that may per= 
feA thy Father's image in u1,& make us mees for plory, Pray 
for me, (I forget nor you) that our Lord would be pleaſed ro 
lend me honſe- room, to preach his righteouſneſs , & rell what 1 
have hard & ſeen of him. Forget not Jon, that isnow in 
Chriſt's calmes & in his forge; God bring her out oew work. - 
Grace » grace be with you, 


Aberd* Jan. 4. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637+ leſus. S. R. 
To the Earle of Cafiills, 


Ripht honourable & my very good Lord. 


Cc » mercy & peace be to your Lo: Ihopz your Lo: 
Will be pleaſed ro pardon my boldneſs, if (upon report of 
your zealous & for ward mindes that 1 hear our Lord hath given 
you, in this his honourable cauſe, whea Chriſt & his Goſpel are 
ſo foully wronged) I ſpeak ro your Lo: in paper, entreating 
your Lo: ro goe on, in the ſtrength of the Lords toward , and 
againſt a ſtorm of Antichriftian wind , that blowerh upon 
the face of this your poor mother-Church, Chriſt's lilie amongſt 
therborns. Iris your Lo: Glory & Happineſs,when ye ſee ſuch 
a blow coming upon Chriſt, ro caſt up your arm toprevenr it 2 
Neither is it a cauſe, that ocederh to bluch before the ſun, or ra 
flee the ſentence or cenſure of impartial bebolders , ſeeing the 
Queſtion indeed (if ir were rightly ſtated) is about the Prero- ' 
gative royal of our princely & royal law- giver z our Lord 


3 


- 


208 MrReTHtnayooRDs Epiſt. 1054 
Jeſus, whoſe ancient march - ſtones & land - bounds our baſtard 
Lords , the earthly generation of tyrannizing Prelats , hve 
boldly &k chamfully removed : & thev , who have but halſan 
eye» may lee, that it us the orcedy delires of $ime idoli Jing 
Demases & theitchiog (cab of ambiticus & climbing Divtres 

pberes (wholove the goat's li/cro climb, rill they cannor finde 
a way ro {et their (oles on ground again ) that hath made ſuch a 

wide breach» in our At » 5 beautifull walls: & whefe arc the 

men, who lcekno hire for the crucifyiog of Chriſt, bur his coat, 

Oh how forlorn & deſolate 1s the Bride of Chriſt made to all 

paſlcrs by ! Whe {eeth nor Chriſt baricd 1n this land, his pro. 

phets hidden in caves, Glenced: banisficd £ impriſoned; Truth 

weeping in lackcloth beiore the Fudoy, Parliament and the 

Rulers of the land 7 Put her bill is cait bv them» & Holincſs 

hiderh it (elf, fearing the ſtreets, for the repi oaches & periecuti- 
on of men: Juflice is falleaa [{woonin the gate, & the long 

tha!lows ofthe evening are ſtretched out upua us: Woe, worto 
uszfor our day flycth away: what remaineth-bur that Antichriſt 
ſr down his rent inthe midit of us, exce; ryour Lo: & others 
with vou , read Chriſt's Wpplication, & give him that, which 
the moſt leud and ſcandaicus wretches in this lard may have 

bctorea judge , even the poor man's (ues Lim and juſtice /or 
God's ſabe, Orheicfore, my nobles dezr Lord, as ve have 

begun, goc on) 10 the mlghry pow:r and ſtrength of the Lord, 
to cauſc our Lord 19 his Goſpel & a8ictcd members laughs& to 
cauſe the Chriſuan Churches { whoſe eyes are allnow upon you) 
ro ling for joy, when Seorl2nd®s moon shallshine hike the light 
of theſun, and theſun like the light of teven daycs in one; ve 
can doe no lefs thenrun , and bear up the kead of your dying 
and {wooning mother Church , and rlead fortke produ&tion of 
her ancient charters : They hold out and pur-out they hold-in 
and briog-in at their pleaſure mes, 10 Goll's houle ; they ftole 
the keys from Chiilt and his Church. ard came in like the 
thicf & the robb:r 4 not by the door Chirit ; aovd now their 
ſorp is, Autbority> Authority obedience to Churchs Governour:, 
When ſuch a baſtard & lawleſs pretended ftep- dame, as our pre. 
tacy, is gone mad, it 1s your place, who are the Noblesgto rife & 
binde 
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biac! theny ; at Icaft, law thould ferrer ſuch wilde bulls as they 


ares wha peed all who oppoſe themſelves ro their domins- 
tion, Alas ! What have we loſt, fiace Prelats were made Maſe 
gcr-coiners y to change our gold in braſs, andto mix the 
Lord's wine with their water ? Bleſſed for ever 5hall ye be of 
the Lord , if yebelp Chriſt agaioſtthe mighty, and deli- 
vcr the flock of God, ſcattered upon the mountaines in the 
d:tk & cloudy day , out of the hands of theſe idol-rbepherds. 
Fear aot men,that zhall be moth-caten-clay,that gall be rolled 
vp in a cheſt » & caſten under the earth: Ler che holy one of 
1 /racl be your fear z and be couragious for the Lord , and his 
truth. Remember your accounts are coming upon you with 
wings,as faſt as time poſteth. Remember, what peace withGod in 
Chriſt » and the preſcnceof the Son of God, the revealed} and 
{-'r (weerne(s of his love, will beto you , when eternity thall 
put time tothedoor , and yeshall take goodenight at Time, & 
this little sbepherd”s tent of clay,this Innes of a borrowed earth, 
I hope your Lo: is now and then ſeading out thoughts ro view 
t'.; world's naughrineſs and vanity , avd the hoped-for glor 
of the life ro come z and that ye reſolve , that Chriſt (hall have 
your felfand all yours , at command for Him , his Honour & 
Goſpel. Thus truſting your Lo: Will pardon my boldneſs, 
1 pray , that the onely wiſe God , the very God of peace, may 
pickrves ſtrengthen and eſtabligh you to the cad. 


JAberd, Your Lo: at all command && obedimece 
1647. in Chrift. S. R. 
Ts the L ady] 
= a WW Sa. T.GC.CC32SaoTTD Mt 
M 4 D A MM. 


"LY pot acquainted T am bold in Chriſt ro ſpeak r@ 
your La: in Pape 


r: Irejoyce in our Lord Jeſus on your 
caſed bica, (whoſe lovers you is as olht 
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as himſelf, ) ro manifeſt the favour of his love io Chriſt Jeſus to 
your ſoul ; inthe tevclarion of bis will & minde ro you, pnows 
when ſo many arechutup in unbclicf. O the ſweer cbange ye 
have made, in leaving the black kiogdom of chis world and fin, 
& coming*over to our bridegroom's new kingdom , to know 
and to be taken with thc love of the beautifull Sop of God. 1 
beſeech you, Madam, in the Lord make now ſure work, & fee 
that tbe old houſe be caſten down , & razcd from the founda- 
tion, and that the new building of your ſoul be of Chriſt's own 
Layiog ; for then wind and form shall neither looſe it , nor 
Shake it aſunder. Many now take Chriſt by gueſs: Be ſure 
that it be He , aod oncly He, whom yehave mer with: His 
ſweet (me!l, his lovely voyge, his fair fice, his (wcer working 
in the ſoul will nor lie, they will ſoonrell, if it be Chriſt indeed 
{ & I think your lovero ith: faint; ſpeaketh that ig it be) & theres 
fore I ſay, be ſurethar ye rake Chriſt bimfelf, & cake him with 
bis father's bleing : his father alloweth him well upon ycus 
your lines are well fallen , it could not have bcen better , nor 
{ſo well with youzif they had not fallen in theſe placcs:In heaven 
ot out of heaven thore 15 nothing CErrrer , nothing lo ſweet & 
excellent, as the chiog y< havelightcd on, & therefore hold you 
with Chriſt : Joy » much joy may yc have of him : But rake 
his croſs with him{elfchen fully ; Chiiſt and his croſs are nor 
ſeparable in this life ; howbeit Chiift & his croſs part at heaven's 
door, for there is vo houſe-room for crofits in heaven : one 
xcar, one figh , one fad bcaity one fear. one lofile, or cthoug br 
of trouble cannot finde lodging there: they are but the markes 
of our Loid Jrſus down in this wide innes, & Kormy country » 
on this tide of death * Sorrow &rthe laints are not marricd ro- 
gether » or! ſuppoſeit were ſo, heaven hall make a divorce. 1 
finde his ſu cct pre (once earteth out the birrerncls of ſorrow and 
ſuffering. ] think it a ſweet thing, that Chriſt (airh of my crols, 
Half mine. & that he dividcth theſe fufterings with mey& takerth 
the largeſt share to himſclf; nay, that I & my wholecrols am 
whollyChriſt's. Owhat a portion isChriſt! Othatthe ſaints would 
dig deeper in the treaſures of his willow & cxcellency! Thus res 
| commend 
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comending, your La: torhe goodwill & tender mercies of our 
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Lord, I reit. 
Aberd. Sept. 7 Your La: in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. Rs 
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To ROBERT CORD ©O N. 
Of Knockbrex. 


My very worthy & dear Friend. 


Race, mercy & peace be unto you: Though all Gallowa y 
( Janom bave forgotten me, 1 would bave expeReda letter 
from you ere now: Burt I will not expoundit to be forgerfulneſs 
of me. Now, My dear Brother, 1 cannot shew you, bow mat. 
rers £oE ber wixt Chriſt and me; I finde my Lord going & come 
ing ſeven times a day: His viſits are shorr: bur they are both 
frequent & feet. 1 dare not for my bfe think of a challenge of 
my Loxd: 1 hear if rates , & hard reports of Chriſt, from the 
Temprer & my flesh, bur love beleeverh noevil: I may (wear 
that they are lyars, & that appr: hentions make lyes of Chriſt's 
honeſt & unalterable lore to me. 1 dare not lay, thatl am a dry 
tree, or that 1 have noroom ar all in the vineyard ; bur yet I 
often think , that the ſparrows are bleſ]cd , who may reſort to 
the houſe of Gol in Anworh, from which I am banished. Temp- 
tations , that | ſuppo(.d to be ſtriken dead , & laid upon their 
back) rile again and revive upon me; yea | ſcethat while 1 live, 
temptations Will not die ; The devil (cemerh to brag and boaſt 
as much, as if he had more cou:t with Chriſt, then 1 have; as 
if he had charmcd and blaſted my miviſtery, that I shall doe no 
more good in publike ; bur his wind sbaketh no corn : I will 
not beleeve » Chriſt would have made ſuch a mint ro have me 
to himſelf, and have taken ſo muck pains upon me, as he hath 
done, and then (lip [a cafily from poſſeflion z and loſe the 
glory of whar he had done; Nay, fince 1 cameto Aberdeens 
I hayc been taken upto ſce the new land , the fair palace ofthe 
—Ss * Lamb 
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Lamb: And will Chriſt ler me fre heaven ro break wy 
heart » & never giveit to me? I hall not thick my Lord 
Jeſus giverk a dronb carneft, or purteth his (cals ro blank papry 
er intcndeth to put me oft with fair and falſe promiles: I ſee x 
pow, which I never ſaw well before, x. I ſec fairh's neceſſity 
in a fair day is never known arights; bur now I miſs cothiog (o- 
each as faith: Hunger in me runneth te fair and fwect pro. 
miſcs ; but when 1 come, 1 am like a buogry man that wanterh 
teeth , or « weak ſtomack having acharp appetite , that is filled 
with the very fight of mcat;or life one Rupiticd with cold under 
the water » that would fain come to land , bur cannot grip aoy 
thing caſtenro him: 1 canlet Chrift grip me + bur 1 canvor 
prip Kicm : Iloveto be kifſed and ro fit on Chriſt's kace ; but 1 
cannot ſet my feet to the ground, for afflitions bring the era p 
upon my frich : AllIdowdoe, istobold out a Lame faichto 
Chriſt , like a begger bolding out a ſlump inſtead of an ara or 
leg , and cry , Lord Ieſus work 4 miracle. O what would give 
to have bands & arms, to grip ſtrongly » & fold n_Y 
about Chriſt's neck , & rohave my claim made good with reall 
polſcfion ! I think my love to Chriſt hath feer abundance, & 
runneth (wiſtly to be at him, but it wanteth bands jand hogers 
to apprebend him. I think, I would give Chriſt every morning 
my blefling , ro have «s much faith as I have love & hunger; ar 
leaſt,1 miſs faith more then loye & hunger. 8. I ſce mortifica- 
tion , & to be crucified ro the world, is not ſo highly accounted 
ofby us, as it chould be. O how beavenly a thing is it ro be 
dead & dumb & deaf to this world's fwcer muſick ! 1 confeſs it 
hath pleaſed hisMajeſty, to make me laugh at children, Who are 
wooiug this world for their match; 1 fre men licing about the 
world , 2s Nobles about a King's court; & I wonder what they 
arcall doing there: As I amatthis preſent, I would ſcorn to 
covrt ſuch a feckleſs & perty Princeflc , or buy this world's kind» 
neſs with a be of my knee, 1 ſcare now citber bear or ſee, what 
It isthat this world offcreth me 3 1 know it is lirtle it cap rake 
from me, & :x littleit can give me. ] recommend Mertsfic 4» 
tion to you aboye any thing : For alas we but chaſe feathers 
Fying io che air , & tire ogr own ſpirits, for thefroth —_ 
gwldc 
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wmided clay ofa dying life: One fight of what my Lord hach 
Fr me (oc , within chis short time , 1s worth a world of worlds. 
3. | chought courag: ia the time of trouble fac Chriſt's fake, « 
thing that I might crakear my foot , [| thought the very re= 
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- | mcmbrance ofthe honeſty of the cauſe would be enough ; bur 
n If 1 wasa foolin fo thinking: I have much adoc now, to win 
d BÞ roone ſmile; bur 1 ſee joy groweth up in heaven, & it is abovyo 
T I our short arm : Chriſt will be ſteward & dilpeoſer higmfelf , & 
Y IU none cle bur He: Therefore, now, I count much of one 
i dram weight of fpirituall joy z one (mile of Chriſt's face, is 
I FF row tome asa Kingdom, & yet he 1s no niggardeco me ofcom« 
'” i forts: Truly, I have nocauſerolay , that L am pinched with 
® I Pcnury , orthatthe coaſolations of Chriſt aredricd up z for he 
Bf hath poured dowa rivers apon a dry wilderacls, thelike of me.to 
'© | myadmiration: & ia my very (wooaings » he holdeth up my 
7 head » & ftayeth me with flagons of wine, & comforteth me 
| JF with apples: My houſe & b:4 is traved with kiucs of love. 
® Þ Praiſe, praiſe with me. O ifye & I berwexr uscould life up 
17 F Chriſt upon his throne, howoeir all Scotland thould caſt him 
'S | down rothe ground ! My Brother's caſe toucherh me neer 3 
*t F 1hopeye will be kinde ro him , & give him your beſt counſel 
4" | Remember my love to your Brother , to your wife & G. M. 
ed | d:fice him to befaichfull , & repent of his hypocrific ; and fay 
be I that | wrote itt you: I with him ſalvation; Write to me 
i ' your minde anene C. E, And C. Y, And their wives. 
nc & 1, G. Oranyothers in my parich: I fear am I forgoctea 
the amongſt them $3 but | cannot ferger rhem., The prifoager's 
Y ÞÞ prayers and blefſing come upoa you: Grace, grace be with 
Ho 
_ iAberd, Feb, 9+ Your Brother in the Lord 
C4 1637+ Jeſus, S. R., 
hers 
yer* we” 
ldcd 
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To my Lord. 
RB AE WER TS RS 


My very Noble@& traly honourable Lord. 


Make bold to write newes to your Lo: from my priſon , 
though your Lo: havecxperience morethen | can have. Ar 
my firit corcy here y 1 was nota litle caſten dowa with chal- 
lenges, for old uarepemed-of tins ; & Satan & my own appre. 
henfioas made a lie of Chriit, that he had caſtca a dry withered 
tree over the dike of the vinzyard ; but it was my folly , blſc4 
be his great name, the fire cannor burn the diy erce! He is plet@ 
ſ:d now to feaſt the exiled piiloner, with his lovely preſence; for 
it ſaiteth Chriſt well wo be kiade ; & hedinerh & lwpperh with 
ſuch a fianer as 1 am. 1 am 1a Chrilt's curouring here; He hath 
made me content with a borrowed fire-(ide;& i caſt.ch as much 
beat , as mincown : 1 want nothing atall , bur reall poſl:fio 1 
of Chriſts And hc hath given me a pawne of that alſo , whick 1 
hope to keep till he come himlclt to looſe rhe paone, I canner 
get helpto praiſc his high name; He hath mide me a King 
over my loſſes, impriſoament, baaishment, & onely ay dum» | 
(abvaths ſtick in my throat 2 Bur! forgive Chriſt's wildom in 
that : I dare not ſay oac word: He hath doacir, & 1 will ay 
my hand upon my mouth : Ifany other had done it ro me, [ 
could aot have born it, Nows My Lord, | muſt cell your Lo: 
Tharl would nar give a driak of cold water for this clay idols 
this plaiſtered world. { eeſtific, & give it uader mine own hand, 
that Chriſt is mot worthy to be ſuftzred for. Our lazic flcsh 
(which would liave Chriſt ro cry down c:oflcs by open procla- 
mauon) hath bur raiſcd a ſlander upon the croſs of Chriſt. My 
Lord, 1 hope ye will not forget , what he hath done for your 
foul: I chiak ye are in Chciſt's count book, as his ovliged debter, 
Gace, grace be with your {pirit, 


= ee ea o©© RY = SY A © _ a _ as im. a, DC. ac at . 


— 


Aberd. March 13. Your Lo : ob/iged 
1637. Seryants I. R. 


Ti 
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To ALEXANDER "GORDON, 
Of Knockgray. | 


Dear Brother. 

Race, mercy avd peace betoyou; Tlong to hear how 
your ſoul proſpereth: | expected leraers from you ere now, 
As tos my ſelf, 1 am here in good caſe , well, feaſted with a 
reat Kiog : Art my feſt coming here, 1 was that.bold , as 
to rake up a jealouftic of Chriſt's loye: 1faid 1 was caſt overthe 
dike of the Lord's vineyard » as adry tree 3 bur I fee, if I had 
been awithered branch y the fire would have burnt me long ac 
now:bleſicd be his bugh name, who hath kept ſap io the dry tre&: 
& now» as if Chriſt had dove the wrongyhe hath made the mends, 
& hath miskent my raviogs; (for aman under the water camude 
well command his wit » far lefs bis faith & love) becauſcir wag 
a fever , my Lord Jeſus forgave methac, among the reſt : He 
knoweth , in our afflictions, we can hodea ſpor in the faireſt 
Face that ever was » even in Chriſt's face; 1 would not have be. 
leeved that a gloom should have made me ro miuskend my old 
Maſter ; But we muſt be whiles fick : Sickneſs is bur kindly to 
both faith & Love. Bur O how exceedingly is a poor dated pri- 
ſoner obliged to ſweet Jeſus! My tears ace ſweeter to me, then 
the laughter of the fourteen Prelats to'them : The worſt of 
Chriſt , even his chaff > is better then the world's corn. Deay 
Brother, 1 beſcech you, I charge you, in the name & authority 
ofthe Son of God , belp me to praiſe his highneſs; & l charge 
you alſo, to tell all your acquaintance , that my Maſter may get 

many thanks. O if my hairs, all niy members,. andallm 
bones y were well ryned rongues,to ling the bigh praiſcg of my 
great & glorious King ! Help me ro lift Chriſt up vpon his 
thrones & to lift himup above all the .hrones of theclay- Kingy, 
the dying (ceprer-bearers of this world. The priſoner's bleſſing, 
the bleſſing of bim that is ſeparated from his brethren, be upon 
them all, who will lead me a life in this work: Shew this cothar 


people with you, ro whom ſometimes | preached. Brother, my 


Os4 Lora 
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Lord hath brought me to this , that 1 will nor flatter the world 
for a drink of water : I am vedebtevro clay 3 Chriſt hath made 
_—_— to that; I now wooder, that ever I was ſuck a Childs 
| nEcs as tO at ſuch ers? Fy upon us, who 
—_ ſack a fryer bor SOI_ any get ſuch a 
Fair , fair match up io heaven, Oh that I could give up with 
ehis clay-idol, this marked , painted, overguilded dirt , that 
Adam; ſors adore! Wemake an idol ofour Will: as mavy 
laſts io us, aS many Gods : We are all God-makers : We are 
like roloſe Chrift, the true God, inthe throng of thele new & 
Gilſc Gods: Scotland hath caft her crown off her head: The vize 
gin Daughter hath left her garland: wor, wor ro our harlos mo. 
#ber : Our day is coming, a time when women hall wich they 
had bren childleſs, & fathers shall bleſs — wombs & 
dry breaſts: many houſes , great & fair, zhall be delolate, This 
Kirk hall fit on the ground all the night, & rhe rears (hall run 
down ber cheeks ; The ſun hath gone down upen ber Prophcyc; 
Bleſſed are tbe priſoners of hope, who can run in to their Arong 
hold, & hide rhemſclves for a lirtle y rill the indignation be 6- 
verpaſt. Commend merto your Wife , your Daughters » your 
Son inlaw , &to A. T. write to me of the caſcof your Kirk. 
Grace be with you. I am much moved for my Brother , I co 
ereat for your kindneſs & counſel to him. ” 


Aberd* Feb. 2 3, Yours in his ſwtet Lord 
1637 leſus. S. R. 


— 


To my Lady 
M AAR RE Tounger, 
My Very noble & dear Lady. 


Race, mercy & peace beto you : I received your La: 
letter , which hath comforted my ſoul. God giveyou te 
fiade mercy in the day of Chriſt. 1am in as good termes and 
court wich Chriſt, as an exiled oppreſſed prifoncr of Chriſt can 
þc : I am till welcome ts his houſe z be knowerh my _ 
ire 
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{ctrerh io a poor friend : Under this black roagh tree of the 
croſs of Chriſt » he bath raviched me with his love , and taken 
ey heart to heaven with him : well & loog may he bruikic, I 
would not niffer Chriſt, with all the joyes , that man or Angel 
can deviſe betide him, Who hath ſuch cauſe to ſpeak honoura- 
bly of Chriſt, as I have? Chriſt is King of all croſles, & he bath 
made his ſaioes lirtle Kings under him,& he av ride & rium | 
upon weaker bodies then I am (iFany can be weaker) & 
horſe will ocither fall nor ſtumble. Madam , your La; hat 
mach adoe with Chriſt, for your ſoul, husband, children , and 
houſe: Let him finde much employment for his calling with 

ou; for he is ſuch a friend, as delighzerh to be burdened with 

utes and employments z and the more ye lay on him, and the. 
more homely ye be with him, the more welcome. O the depth 
of Chriſt's love | It hath neither brim nor bottom. O ifthi 
blinde world Gaw his beauty ! When | count with him for his 
meicies tome » I muſt ſtand till & wonder , & goc away ava 
poor dyroar, who hath nothing topay: Free forgiveneſs is m 
payment. Iwould 1 could get him (cr on high, for his love ha 
made me ſick; & 1 diey except I get reall pofieffion. Grace be 
ich you: 


Aberd. March. 13+ Your La: as all obedience in 
1637. Chriſt. S, R. 


— 


Te JAMES MADAM. 
My very dear & worthy friend. 


C2 mercy& peace bero you: long to hear of your. 
groving in grace, & of your advancing in your journey 
to heaven: [t will berhe joy of my heart » to hear thar ye hold 
your face up the braez& —_ through tentations, without fear= 
ing what —_— nr Shall, when he ariſcth,mowe down 
is cenemics, & lay 2utks (as they uſe to ſpeak) on the green, & 

fill che pits with dead bodies » Plat. o__ = thall li like 
handfull of withered hay , whea he ariſcch rothe prey. Salva- 
fien * Salvation is the oacly acccilary thing: this clay:ido l, the » 
On wa 


= 
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world, is not to be ſought , it is a morſel not for you, bur ſor 
bitten baſtards. Contend for Salvation: Y our Maſter 
Chrift won beaven with ſtrokes ; It is a befieged caſtle , it 
maſt be caken with violence. Oh, this world rhinketh has 
yen bur at the next door , & that godlineſs may cep to 2 b:4 
of dowds , till it come to heaven 4, bur thar will not doe ©. 
For my ſelf, Tam as well as Chrift's prifoact can be ; For by 
hie, 1 am maſter & King of all my croſſ:s 3 1am above the 
priſon, & the lach of mens rooguces : Chiilttriamphirh in me, 
I have been caſten down, & bravie with frars , & buntcd with 
challenges , I was ſwimming in the depths ; bur Chriſt had his 
band under my chin, all the rime, & took good heed , that [ 
#bould not loſc breath: And now 1 have gouen my feer again, 
& there arc love-feaſts of joy » & ſpring-tides of conſolation 
berwixt Chriſt & me: We agree well, 1 have court wich kim, 
I am ftill welcome to his houſe. O my short arts cannot fa- 
thom his loye! I beſeech you, I charge you, help mac to praile : 
Y<c have a priſoner's prayers 3 Ss forget me not. 1 defire 
Sibilla to remember me dearly to all in that Parisb, who know 
Chift, as if | had named them. Grace» grace be with you. 


«Aberd. March, 13" Yours in bis [wes Lord 
1637, Ieſus. S. K, 


To my very dear Brother 
WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE. 


My very dear Brother. 


Rejoyce to bear that Chriſt hath run away with your. yourg 
©, & that ye areGcarly in the morning matched with 
ſuch 2 Lord; for a young man is oftcn a dreſſed lodging for the 
devil codwcll in ; be humble & thankful for grace, & weigh 
= oot ſo much by weight , as if ir be erue: Chriſt will nor caſt 


Watcr on your ſmekiag coal, be never yet put out adim candle, 
that was lighted ar the fun of righacouſneſs , I recommend to 


you 


XU 
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you prayer, & watching ovcr the fias of your youth ; For 

aov miſſive letters goc between the Devil & young blood ; 
Satan hath a friend at court in the heart ofyouch ; : there , 
prides luxuryluſt,revenge,forgerfulacſs ofGod,are hired as hig 
agents: happy is your ſoul, if Chriſt man the bouſe, % take the 
keys himC{clf, and command al! ( as it fuirerh bi full well, cg 
rule all where ever heis] keep him and entertain Chriſt well, 
cegish his grace, blow upon your own coal, & let him tutor 
you, Now for my (elf, know, 1am fully agreed with my Lord: 
Chriſt hath put - Father & mein other's arms » many a ſweex 
bargane he made before , & he hath made this among thereſt, 
| reign as King over my croffes I wilt not flatter a temprarion, 
nor givethe Devil 2 good word, 1 defi Hell's tron gates: God 
hath paſt oycr my quarrelliog of him at my entry here, & now 
he fed +th & fealterh with ae; praiſe z praiſe with me: & ler ug 
exalt his name together. 


Aberd. March. 13. Your brother in 
1647. | Chbrift,S.R. 


um—_ — —— 


To WILLAM GORDON. 
of VVhite parks. 


IWorthy Sir. 
YRace, mercy & peace be unto you * I long to hear from 
70a : Tam here the Lord*s priſoncr and patient, handled 
a; ſoftly by my Vhyfitian , as if | were a fiek man under cure. I 
was at hafd terms with my Lord, & pleaded with him ; But CT 
had theworſt ſide: It isa wonder , he should hare ſuffered che 
like of mc, to have nicknamed the Soa of his loves Chrift, & £6 
call him achanged Lord, who had forſaken me ; bur misbelief 
hath acver a good wordto peak of Chriſt, The droſs of my 
croſs, gathered a ſcum of fears in the fire, doubcingr,imparience 
unbelict;challengiog of providence as ficeping,&not regarding 
my ſorrow; but ay gold. ſmirh, Chriſt, was pleaſed trorake © 
the cam,& burgecir ia the fire; And bleſſed be my finer, he _ 


— 
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made the merall berrer, &furniſhed new ſupply of grace,to cauſe 
me hold our weight; & _ » be hath not loſed one grain 
qweight,by burning his ſeryant. Now his loyein my heart caſterh 
3 eighty beat: He knowerh , chat che defire I have ro be at him. 
Gelfpaincth me: I have fick nights, & frequent firs of love ſererr 
my welbeloved: Nothing paineth me now, but want of 
preſence: I thiak itloog till day : I challenge time as ro0 low 
an it's pace , that boldeX, my onely , onely fair one, my love, 
my welbeloved from me : Oif we were together once ! 1 am 
like an old crazed hip, chat hath cadured many ſtorms, & chat 
would fin be in the lee ofthe rbore 4 & feareth new ſtorms : 1 
would b:rhat nigh heaveo,chat the shatow of it might break the 
force of the ſtorm & the crazed rbip migut win to land. My 
Lord's fun caſteth a hear of love, & bram of light oa my ſoul” 
My bleſſing thrice every day jupon the ſweer croſs of Chriſt: 1 
am not athamed of my garland, The baniched Miniſter. (which 
ische cerm of Aberdeen) Love, Love defieth ceproaches: The 
love of Chriſt hath a croſlet of proof on it, & arrows will not 
Araw bleodof it ; we arc mare then conquerours , through the 
blood of him that hath loved us, Rom. 8, The devil, &rhe 
world they eannot wound the love of Chriſt, 1 am further from 
celding tothe courſe of defetion , then when [ caine birher: 
criags blunt nor the fiery edge of love; Caſt love in the 
floods of h:ll ir will ſwim above : ic oarcth nat for the world's 
bucked and plaiſtrred offers. It hath pleaſed my Lord , fo to 
Iyne my heart, with the love of my Lord Jefus that as if che field 
werealrcady won, & I on the other fide of time; I laugh at the 
world's golden pleaſures, & at this dirrie Idol , rhat the ſons of 
vorship: This worm-caten God , is that which my ſoul 

hark fallen our of love with. Sir , ye were once my hearer : I 
defire now , to hear from you & your wiſe : 1 ſalute her & your 
Childrea wich blefags: I am glad , that ye arcſtill hand-faſted 
with Chriſt : goe oa in your journey » &rak: the city by vioo 
leace : Keep your garments clean; Be clean virgins to your 
Kurband che Lamb : the world chall follow you to heaven's 


gun; & ye youldagt with irtogor in with you : Keep faſt 
: Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's love: Pray for me , as I doc for you: the Lord Jeſus 


be with your Spirit, , 


Aberd. March. 13+ Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637- Jeſus, S. RK. 


_—_—_—_— 


To Mr GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


Reverend & dear Brother, 

Received your letter : as for my taſe, Brother, 1 bleſs bis gles 
Jrious name, my loſles are my gain, my priſon a palace , & my 
Gadnels joyfulncis. Ar my bt entry , my apprehenſions wr 
ſs upon my croſs , that I became jealouſe of the love of Chriſt, 
as being by bim thruſt our of the vineyards & I was under great 
challenges, (as ordinarily melted gold cafteth firſt a droflic (cum, 
& Satan & our corruption forme Te firſt words, that the heavy 
cro(s (peaketh, & ſay, God is angry: Heloveth you not) But our 
apprehenfions are not canonicall : they dire lyes of God & 
Chriſt's love 3 but lince my ſpirit was ſerled y & theclay falles 
tothe bottom of the well , I ſee berter what Chriſt was doing: 
And now my Lord is returned with ſalvation under his _ 
now I want liztle of half a heaven, & I finde Chriſt every day 
ſo (weer , comfortable, lovely & kinde, as three things onelyy 
trouble me 1. I ſce not how to be thaokfull, or how ro ger 
help to praiſe that royall King » who raiſerh up theſe that are 
bowed down. 2. His lovepainerh me & woundeth my ſoul, fo 
aslam ina fever, for want of reallpreſence. 3+ An exceſſive 
deſire to take inſtruments in God's name, that this is Chriſt&his 
truth, I vow ſuffer for ,_ yeathe applc'of the eye of Chrilt's ba. 
pour , even the Sover aignity & royall privileges of our King 
& law-giver Chriſt: & therefore let no man ſcar at Chriſt's 
crols , or raiſe an ill report upon him » or it ; for he bearcth the 
ſufferer & it both. J am hcre troubled with the diſputes of the 
great Doctors { eſpecially with D, B* in Ceremonial & Armj- 
nian controverſies,for all are corrupt here but I thavk Godawith 
vo dexrigacny tg the rruth , or diſcredit romy pratiBer(s bo 

racna 
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then, 1 ſee that Chriſt can triumph in a weaker mannor I, and 
whocan be more weak* Burt his grace is ſufficient for me. Bro- 
ther, remember our old Covenant, & pray for me, & writero 
me your caſe. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirir, 


«Aberd. March. 13, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
153 7» leſus. S. R. 


— ——_— 


T JOHN ME IN E. 


Dear Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace be unto you? I wonder ye ſent me 

not an anſwer to my laſt Icrrer; for 1 ſand in need of it : 

J] am in ſome picce of court with our great King » whoſe love 
would cauſe a dead man ſpeak & liye: whether my court will 
Continue or rot, I cannot welt fav; but 1 have his car frequent- 
ly,& [to his glory oncly I (peck it) nopenurie of the loves kiſſer 
ofthe Sonof God : He thinketh good ro caſt apples ro me 1n 
my priſon to play withall, Iſt 1 should think long & faiot : 1 
muſt give over all artempes ro farhom the depth of his love : all 
I can doc is bur to ſtand beſide his great love, and look & wons 
der : my debrs ofthankfulneſs affrighr me: 1 fear my Creditor 
get a Dyrour bill %a rapged account : I would be much the 
better of help: O for help! & that ye would take norice of my 
caſe : Your not writing to me maketh methink, ye ſuppole 
that I am not to be bemoancd, becauſc He is comfortable;bur 1 
have pain in my urthankfulneſs , & pain in the feeling of his 
love, while I am ſick again for real preſence, & reall poſſeſſion 
of Chriſt; yer there is no gooked [1f 1 may ſpeak (o] nor fond 
love in Chriſt : He caſteth me down ſomerimes with challeog- 
es for old faults , & I know, he knoweth well, that ſweer come 
forrs areſwelling, & therefore ſorrow muſt make a vent to the 
winde : my dumb fabbaths ave undercotting wounds ; The 
condition of this opprefled kirk , & my Brother's caſe{[ thank 
z& mo wifezſor your kindneſs to bim] hold my fore ſmarr- 
bs, & keep my wounds bleeding, but the groundework _ 

ct 
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eth ſure, Pray for me, Grace be wich *you., Remember ſme co 
4 


vour wife. 


Aberd, March: 24+ Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1537. Jeſus. S. R. 


To mr THOMAS GARYVEN, # 


R everend and dear Brother. Z 


pl-ſe you for your letter: it was a shower to the arw 
= wen graſs: The Lord hath given you the tongue of the 
Learned * Be fruicfull & humble; Ir is pollible ye come to ay 
eaſe, or thelilzey but the water is neither ſo deep, nor the ſtream 
@ ſtrong, as it is calledzl think my fire is got hot, my warerd 
lard, n y lo rich loſs. O if the walls of my priſon be high, wide 
& large, & rhe place ſweet ! No man knowerth it » no many 1 
(uw, knoweth it (my Dear Brother) fowell, as He & 1; noman 
can put it down 1n black cr whize s as my Lord bath ſcaled iria 
my heart: My poot ſtock is crown, lince [ came to Aberdeen: 
And ifany had known the wrong I did, 20 being jcalous of ſuck 
an honeft lover as Chtiſt , who withheld not his love from me » 
ther would think the more of it; bur I ſce;he muſt be above me 
inmercy: 1 will never ftrive with bim : Torhink to recome 
penſe him is folly : If 1 2d as many Angels tongues, as there 
havefallen drops of rain tince the creation » or as there arelea- 
ves of erces in all the forreſts of the earth , or ſtars in the heavens 
to yraiſe; yer my Lord jeſus would ever be behinde with me: We 
vil never ger our accounts fired ; A pardon muſt cloſe the 
reckoning ; for his comforts ro me in this honoucable cauſe 
have almoſt put me beyond the bounds of modeſty ; howbtie [ 
will not let cycry one know + what is betwixt us: Loves love 
(1 mean Chriſt's love) is the hotreſt coal that ever 1fcle: © 
but the ſmoke of it be hot! Caſt all the ſalt ſea on itir will flame: 
hell cannot quench ir Many » many waters will not 
love:Chriſt is turaed over to his poor priſoner in a maſſe&globy 
of loye: I wonder be should waſtes ſo muſt love upon ſuch a 
P walt. 


—_ 
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waſter 251 am; burhe is no waſter, but abundant in mercy: He 
hath no niggerd”s almes , when beis pleaſed re give. © that | 
could iovire all the nation to love him ! Free grace is av un- 
knownthing: This world bath beard bur a bare name of Chii(t, 
& no more: There are infiniteplyes ic bis love, that the Gaiuts 
willnever win to unfold; I would it were berter known, & 
that Chriſt got more ofhis own due then he doeth. Bretherye 


have choſen the good part » who have taken part with Chtift : CG 
Ye vill ſce him win the field , & yesball ger part of gbe (poile, Þ 611 
when he dividerh it: They are but fools wholaughatus; for ÞÞ ;.", 
they ſee bur the backſide of the moon: yer our moon-light is | & « 
better, then their #welve-bourr=ſun: We have gotten the new |} Qui 
heavens, &, ara pledge of that , the bridegroom's lete=rivp 2 © we! 
The children ofthe wedding chamber havecauſe ro 9kip, & leap Þ ya: 
for joy , forthe marriage fupper is drawirg nigh , & we inde <a 
the ferre-bours (weer & comfortable. O time be not ſlow! © [un ſl «(i 
move ſpeedily, & haſten our banguet 7 O bridegroom be lilc a © 
yoe , Or 4 young hart upon the mountains ! O welbeloed run Y 
faſt, that we may once meet ! Brother» 1 contain envy (elf for & y, 
want of time: Pray for me: 1 hope to remember you Thegool BY h; 
will of him who dwelt in the bush , the tender mcrcies of God B b; 
jo Chriſt enrich you: Grace be with you, 4 
«Aberd. March. 14. Yours in his ſweet Lord I 
I637- Jeſus. S. R, © 

AU by "STEER rc 

n 

BETHAIA A I R D. l 

r: 

Worthy Sifter- £ 

Race, mercy and peace be unto you: I know fye deſire . 
G news from my priſon » and I shall chew you news, Atomy Y , 
Grſt entry bicher , Chriſt and 1 agreed not wellupon ic: The Y | 


devil made a plea in the houſe, & I laid the blame npon Chriſt ; 
for my heart was franghtcd with challenges, and 1 feared that 
I was an outcaſt . and that I was but a withered tree in the vine- 


guid »_and bur keld rhe ſup gf the gopd plagts, with my idle 
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Hadow , & therefore my Maſter had given the evil ſeryane #be 
LL Biicdds to fend him: Old guilrineſs { xs witneſs ) ſaid, all is 
- Mirue; My apprehenſions were with childe of faithleſs fears , 8 
its Yonbelicf pur a ſeal & Amentoall, I thought myſelf in a hard 
ts Weazſe : Some ſaid, { hid cauſero rejoyce; that Chriſt had honours 
& Bcd mc'to be a witneſs for him: & & aid in my heart , theſe are 
v2 I words of men, who ſee bur mine ourfide, & cannot tellif I bes 
tt: Glſe witneſs ornot, If Chriſt had in this matter been as wil- 
le, W full & short , as | was, my faith had gone over thebrae,& broked 
or I it's neck; Bur we were well met, abaftic fool, & a wiſe patient 
'9 | & meck Saviour: he took no law. advantage of my folly » bur 
'v | waitcdon till my ill blood was fallen,&my drumbled & troubkd 
£* I well beganto clear; He was never a whir angry at the fever« 
ap I} ratings of a poor tempted (inner , but he mercitully forgave, 8 
came (at it well becometh him) with grace &new comfort y ro. 
a linner » who deſerved the contrary : And now heis content 
4 co kiſs my black mouth, to pur his havd ia mine» & to feed 
un | me with as many conſolatians , as would feed ten hungry ſouls; 
Yet I dare not ſay y he is a waſter of comforts, for no leſs would 
have born me up ; one grain wright leſs would have caſten the 
od ballance, Now 4 whois like ro that royall king , crowned ing 

Ziont where will I ger a feat for royall Majeſty to ſet him onf 

It Icould fet him as far above the heaven,as thouſand thouſands 

of heights deviſed by men & Angle, IT would think himbur 
hs toolow. I pray you» for God's ſake, My dear Siſter, help 
me1o praiſe: His love hath neither brim nor bottem: His 
love is like bimfelf, it paſſeth all naturall underftauding:1 goe 
tofathom it with my arms, bur it is, as ifa childe would rake the 
globe of ſea & land, in his two shorr arms : Bleſſed & holy is 
his name. This muft be bis truth I now ſuffer for, for he would 
not laugh upon a lye, nor be witneſs with bis comfarts roa 
wu night-dream, I entreat for your prayers, & the prayet and 
"Y blefgipg of a priſoner of Chriſt be upon you. Grace be with you 
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idle 1637» (Jeſs, Ss R, 
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_ .Aberd. March, I . Yours-in his ſweet Lord. 
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To ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Knockgray. 


Dear Brother. 

Have not leiſurero write to you: Chriſt's wayes were known 
to you , long beforel, (who am buractulde) , knew any 
thing of him. What wrong & violence the Prelats may, by 
God's permiſſion, doc uato yous for your trial, I know nor;but 
this I know y that your ten dayes tribulation will end ; Cone 
tend ro the laſt breath for Chiiſt. Banishment our of theſe 
Kingdomes 1s determicccd againſt me, as [ hear ; this land dow 
not bear me: I pray you, recommend my caſe & bonds ro my 
brethren & ſiſters , with you : Iintruſt more of my ſpiritual 
comfort to you & them, that Way z my drar Brother , thea to 
many in this Kingdom b.fades. 1 hope, ye will not be wanting 
to Chriſt's priſoner. Fear nothing , fer 1 aſſure you z Alex: 
ander Gordon of K noch pray thail win away, & ger his ſoul for 
8 prey : And what can hethen want that is worth the baving? 
Y our friends are cold (as ye write), and ſo aretheſey in whom 
I r.uficd ruch ;: Our hus band docth well in breaking our idols 
ia picces: dry wells cad us to the fountain. My lift 1s not dear 
to mt + ſobering I may fulfil 'my courſe with joy- I fear »you 
muſt remove, if your new hireling will rot bear your diſcoun= 
ee0a' icing of him ; for the Prelas is aftraid, Chriſt get you, & 

ll of, Grace be with you 


that hc hath no wil 
«Averd, 1637, Yours in by ſweet Lord 
cc Maſter, S. r 
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TrvJoHN FL EM ING: 
Bailiffe of Leith, 
Worthy & dearly beloved in the Lord. 


(= z mercy & peace be unto you : I received your let- 
ter ; I wigh I could Guisfic ygyr delirey in drawing up & 
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framing for you 2 Chriſtian direftory : Burt the learned have 
done it before me, more judiciouſly then I can 3 eſpecially My 
Rodgers » Greenhame & Perkins; noewithſtanding , I sbalf 
shew you» what I would have b:ca at my (elf ſhowbeit I came 
alwayes short of my purpoſe.) 1. That hours of the day, leſs 
or more time, for the word and prayer , be giver to God,now 
ſparcing the twelfth hour or midday » howbeirt it $should 
then be the sborter time, 2. Inche nud(t of wordly employ- 
ments, there would be ſome thoughts of ſin , judgement, deaths 
& eternity, with a word or two of cjaculatory prayer (atleaſt) 
toGod, z. Tobewarc of wandering of heart, 10 privat pray 
ers. 4. Not to grudge, howbcit ye come from prayers with« 
out ſenſe or joy : Down-calliog , ſcuſe of guiltineſs and hun= 
ger is often belt for us. 5, That the Lord's day, from morn= 
iog to night, beſpent alwayes either in private or publike 
worship. 6. That words be obſerved, wandering and idle 
thoughts be avoided, ſudden anger & defireof revenge, even of 
ſuch as perſecurc the rruth , be guarded agaioſt ; for we often 
mix our zcal with our own wilde fire, p.T hat known, diſcovee 
red & revealed fins, that are againſt the conſcience, be cshewed, 
as moſt —_— preparatives to hardneſs ot heart, 8, Thatin 
dealing with men z fauna & truth in coveoants & traf6quing 
be regarded, that wedcal with all m:nio tincerity » that con= 
ſcience be made of idle & lying words, & that our carriage be 
ſuch, as that they who ſee it, may ſpeak honourably of our (weer 
Maſtcr and profeſſion. 9. 1 have been much challenged. 1. For 
not referring all ro God, as the laſt cmd; That 1 doc not cat, 
drivk, fleep, journcy , ſpeakand think for God, 2. Thar I 
have not benefited by good company , and that 1 left not ſome 
word of convittion, even upon nacurall and wicked men, as by 
reproving ſwearing in them » or becauſe of _ a Glent wit- 
nels ro their looſe carriage z and becauſcl intended not in all 
companies to doe good. 3. That the woes and calamities 
of the Kirk aud particular profeſlors have not moved me. 4+ 
That at the reading of the lifo of David, Paul and the like,whea 
it humbled me, 1 (comiog fo farsbort of their holineſs) la- 
boured jags to imizgtc them, a far off ar leaſt» according 
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to the meaſure of God's grace, 5. That untepcored fins of 


youth were pot looked toand lamented for. 6. That ſudden 
ſtirrings of pride, Juſt , revenge , loveof honours were not 
refiſted and mourned for. 7. T hat my charity was cold. 8- That 
the experiences | bad , of God's hearing me in this & the other 
Particular, bring gathered, yet in a new trouble 1 had alwayer 
(once at leaſt)my faith ro ſeck, as if I were to begtn at A. B.C. 
again, 9, That ] have not more boldy contradicted the ene. 
mies, ſpeakiog againſt therruth, cither in publike church-meecr. 
ings, or attablcs , or ordinary conference. 10, Thar in great 
troubles , I have recrived falſe reports of Chriſt's love , and 
misbeleeved him in bis chaſtning, whereas the eyent hath (aid, 
all was in mercy. 11 Nothing more moveth me & weightcrh 
my ſoul, then that I could never for my heart,ia my proſperity, 
ſo wreſtle in prayer with Ged , nor beſ# dead rothe world , fo 
hungry & ſick of love for Chrift , fo heavenly minded , as 
when ten ſtone weight of a heavy croſs was upon me. 12. That 
the crols extorted vows of new obedience, which caſe bath 
blowen awayzas chaff before the wind. 13 .Thatprattice wasſo 
Short and narrow, acd light ſo long and broad, 14. That death 
hatb nor been often meditated upon, 15. That 1 bave not been 
carefull of gaining others to Chriſt, x6. That my grace and 
gifrs bring forth little or no thankfulneſs, Thers are ſome 
things alſo, whereby 1 have been helped: As, 1. 1 have bentht- 
ed by rideing alone a long journey, in giviogthat time ro prays 
er, 2+ By abſlinence , and giving dayesto God, 3.By ptaying 
for others , for, by making an errand ro God for them, | have 
gotten ſomething for my (elf. 4.1 have been really corhrmed, 
in many particulars , that God heareth prayers, and therefore 
I uſed ropray for ary thing , of how little importavce locver. 
5 He enabled meto make no queſtion that, this mocked way , 
which is Bickoamed, is rhe oncly way to beaven. Sir , theſe 
and many moe occurrances in your life would be looked unto! 
and, 1, Thoughts of Atheiſme would be watched over » as, 
If there be a God in heaven: Which will trouble and affaulr the 
beft, «t ſomerimes. 2. Growth in grace would be cared for , 
abore all ckipgsz aud falling from our ſilt love ——_——_ 
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;, Conſcience made of praying for the enemies,who are blind. 
ed, Sir, I thank you moſt kindly for yourcare of my Brothey 
& me alſo; I hope it is laid up for you, & remembred in heaven, 
] am till ashamed with Chriſt's kindneſs ro ſuch a finner, as L 
am : Hc hath lefr a fire in my heart, that hell cannor caſt water 
0a, to queach or cxtinguish ir. Help metro praiſe, and pray 
for me ; for ye have apriſoner's blefſing & prayers. Remem« 
ber my love to your wiſe. Grace be with you. 


«Aberd, March. 15» Yours in Chriſt Te. 
1367. ſas , S, R. 


_ 
———— 


To ROBERT GORDON 
of Knokbrex. 


My very dear Brother. 


Ract, mercy & peace be unto you x I thought to have 

anſwered your two letters uponthis occaſion ; though L 
canaot (ay all that I would. Your timeous word (net to delight 
in the croſs , but in him who ſacetneth it) cam: Do 
tine: I ade the conſolations & off-/allings , that follow the 
grols of Chriſt, ſo ſweet , that 1 almoſt forget my ſelf: my de= 
air: & purpoſe is, when Chriſt's honey combe drop, neither ta 
refuſe ro receive & feed upon his comforts , nor yerro maks 
jo/ , my b4tard-god, or my new-found beaven: Bur what 
hall I (ay ! Chriſt very often, 1a his ſweer comforts , cometh 
unſeart-for , and it were a (in to cloſe the door upon him : It 
s not ualawfull ro loveand delight in Chriſt's apples » when 
[am not dottingly wooing , nor eagerly 5:9 7ins kiſſes ; bus 
when they come clean fro a the rimber , (like kindneſs ic (elfs 
that comth of ir*'s own accord) thea 1 cannot bur laugh up 
him, who lauzherh upon me :1f joy and comfaces came fingle 
and alone , with 2uc Chriſt himſelf, Ithink, 1 woald ſeal them 
back again the gate they cams and not make chem wele 
com? ; But when the King's train comrh, and rhe __ 
in the midſt of the conpanys O how am ovcrjoy 
vith floods of loye! Lfcar nor, that coo great pu 
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lore watch away the growing corn, and leoſemy planes at FU 

the roots : Chriſtdoer no Shaith where be cometrh z bur Cer- 
zainly,l would wich ſuch ſpirituall wiſdom,as ro love the bride . 
groom ,berzer then his gifts , his propines or drink-maney. | 
would be further in upon Chriſt , then at his joyes ; they but 
find inthe utrerfide of Chriſt : 1 would with robe in z asa 
ſea] on his heart ; in, where his love & mercy lodgeth , beſide 
kis heart. My w*:Ibcloved hath raviched me; wo it is done with 
Conſent of parties y and itis allowable enough : But, my dear ' 
Brother , exe 1 part with this ſubj.ft » I muſterell you, (thatye I 
may lift up my King in praiſes with me) Chriſt hath been keeps 
ing ſometbiog thelc fourteen years for me , that have now 
gotten in a dayes , that I am in for his names ſake;even 
an opzned coffer of perfumed comforts, & fresh joyescoming 
new& green ,& powerfull from the faireſt, faireftface of Chriſt, 
my Lord. Let the ſowre law , let croſſes, let bell be cryed 
down: Love, love hath shamed me from my old wayes, Whee 
ther 1 have araceto run » or ſome work adoe, I ſee not ; but 1 
think , Chriſt ſcemeth to leave heaven (roſfay (o) & his court , 
& comedown to laugh, & play, & (port wich a da't bairn.l am 
net this plain with many I write to: It is poſſible, I be miſconſ. 
fructed, & deemed to ſeek a name; but my witoeſs above know. 
eth, I ſcekjto have a good name raiſed upon Chrift, 1 obſerve it 
to beour follyro ſeck little from Chriſt;beeauſe gur four-hour; 
may nor be our ſupper: nor our prope ſent by the Bridegroom 
our fochey pood ; nor Our carneſt our principal ſurmme: Bur 1 
trow , few of us know » how much may be had of Chriſt for a 
four-hoars, &;/propine, & carnelt : We are like the young heir , 
who knowcth not the whole bounds of his own Lordship. Cer. 
cainly ir is more then my part to ſay, O ſweeteſt Lord leſus, 
&bat berbeit I were ſplit & broken in free thou and sheards or 
bits of clay, ſo being c-ery sheard bad a hears to love thee , and 
E0'ry one as many tongues as there are in heavenyto ſang praiſes to 
thee, before mar. & orgels for evermore? Therefore it my (uffe- 
rigs cry g <on:{, ©: praiſe;& honour apon Chriſtzmy ſtipend 
x vell paycd. Each cacknoweth not what a life Chriſt's love is; 
deg av; ac ſuffcriog ſq Chuift ; for Chriſt hath a Chair =_ 
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euchion, & ſweet peace for a ſufferer: Chriſt*s trencher from the 
feſt meſs of the bigh-rable is for aſinfull witneſs, O then, Bro 
ther , who but Chriſt | who bur Chriſt? Hold your tongne 
of lovers , where he cometh out! O all fesh, O duſt and aches, 
O Anzels, O glorihed ſpirits z O all th: shickds of the world, 
be lent before him . come bither and behold our Bridegroom's 
ftznd ill & woader for evermore at him ! Why ceaſc we to 
love & wonder , to kiſs & adore him 7 It is a hard matter, that 
lives lic bet wixt me & him, and hold us aſuader. O how long, 
how long ! O how many mil.s arc there tro my Bridegroom's 
lvelling houſe ! Itisa pain ro'rifÞ Chriſt's love any long-r. 
But it may be,a drunken man loſe his feet, and miſs a ſtep, Ye 
write to me hall binks are ſlippery : 1 doe not think my datin 
world will till laſt, and that fealts will be my ordinaty food * 
| would have humility , paticoce and fauh , to ſet down both 
my feet, when I cometo the north file of the cold and thorny 
hill, It is ill my common,to be ſreir ro goe an errand for Chriſt, 
and to rake the wind upon my face for him. Loyd, let me never 
be a falſe witneſs, to deny. that 1 faw Chriſt rakerhepen in his 
hand , and ſubſcribe my writes, My dear Brothcr y ye com- 
plain to me ye cannot hold fight of me ; but were a foorman 
[ chould goe at leiſure , but ſo.netimes th: King raketh meinto 
his coach , and draweth me ; and theo 1 outrun my felf ; bur 
alas I am ill a forlorn tranſgreflour ; O bew uothankfull! I 
will not put you off your ſenſe of deadneſs , bur ler me lay this, 
who gave you Preftour-ſee, to ſpeak for the law , that can 
ſpeak for it (elf, better then ye can dof I would nor have your 
to bring your ditray in your own boſcme with you to Chriſt 2 


Let the old man and the new man be ſummoned before Chrift's 
whitc throne , and let them be confronted before Chriſt , & ler 
each one of them ſpeak for themſelves : I hope, howbeir the 
new man complain of his licing among the pots, which makerh 
the beleever look black; yer he can ſay alſo, I aw comly as the 
tents of Kedar: Ye shall not have my advice , pot to bemoan - 
your deadneſs ; but | finde by (ome experience (which ye knew 
before 1 knew Chriſt) it ſuireth not a ranſormed man of Chriſt's 
buying z to got aud ple for the ſowre law , oug old forceaftcn 
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bucband ; for we are now not under the law (a5 a covenant) but 
woder grace: Y c arc in no man's common but Chriſt's:1 koowy 
ke bemoanerh you more then ye doc your ſelf : I ay this , be- 
cauſc I am wearicd of complaining. Ithought it had been hu. 
anility, ro1magine that Chriſt was angry with me,both becauſe 
of mydumb ſabbaths,& my hard heart; bur I feel now nothing 
but aking wounds: my gricf, whether 1 will oruor,ſwelleth up. 
oa me; Burlct us dic in Grace's bal-ſloor z pleading before 
Chriſt: 1 deny cothiog thatthe Mediator will challenge me 
of ; burl urn it all back upon bimſelf : Let him look his own 
old counts, ifhe bz aogrv, for hc will get no more of me; when 
Chriſt ſaith, I want Repertanee : 1 mect him with this True 
Lerd ; but thou art made a Kino & Prince to give me Repen» 
#ance. Att. 5: $1. When Chriſt bindeth a challenge upon us,we 
maſt bindea promiſe back upon him: Be woes & lay your (elf in 


nc 
the duſt befoce God, (which is faitzble;) bur withall ler Chriſt N <2 
echogapmenety kis own hand , and pay himſelf, off the fiſt UF jc 
end of hizown merits; cl(che will come bchinde, for any thing Y ke 
wecan doe. Iam every way inyour caſe, as hard hrarted and hi 
dead , as any man ; bur ycr I ſprak ro Chriſt through my fl:ep: &| 2! 
Let us thenproclaim a free marker for Chriſt , and ſwear our It 
ſelves bare , aud cry on him, to come without moncy and buy Y 1 
ws , and take us bomcro our ranſom-paycr's fire- ſide, and let et 
ws be Chrift's free-boardeys : becauſe wedow nor pay the old, | f 
owe may not refaſe ro rake on Chriſt's new debr of mercy * Ler a 
us docour beſt , Chriſt will Ai!! be behinde with us , and maiy q 
germs will run together.” For my part » let me ſtand for ever- | » 


morein his book, for a forlora Dy your : | muſtdefireto be this 
far in his common of nzw, asro defire to kifs his feet: I know 
net how to winto a hcartſom fill and feaſt of Chriſt's love ; for 
I dow meithes buy , nor beg , ner borrow: and yer I cannot 
wantit: I dow not wang it. O if Icould praiſe him yeal 
would r.ſt contenc with a heart ſubmiſſive and dying of love for 
him ; and howbcig 1 won never perſonally inat heaven's gates, 
© would ro Go4,1 could fend in my praiſes to my incomparable 
welbclovod, or caſt my love-ſoongs of that marchlels Loid 
Jeſus pycr the walls, that they might light in - Ps 
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betore mitn and Angels! Now, grace, grace bowith you. 


jw Kemember my lovers your wife, & daughter, & brother lobng 
"= Aberd, Jane. 1x, Yours in his ſowces Lord 
auſe 1638, Jeſus. S. R. 
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To ALEXANDER GORDON, 


Of Earleſtown 


Much Lonourcd & wortby Sir. 
Race» Mercy & peace beunto you: Ilong to hear from 


we you ; Lreccived few lett:rs fince I came hither; Iamia 
fin needof a ward: A dry planr would have ſome watering ; My 
rt F cal: berwix: Chriſt my Lord & me ſtanderh berween love & 
lt F jealoufic , faith & ſuſpicion of his love : Ir is a marvel he 
og | keeperh houſe with me; I make many pleas with Chriſt , bue 
nd BY he maketh as many agreements with me : [ thiak-his unchanges 
'P? | able love hath Gaid , I defie thee to break me & change me 2 
ur If Chriſt had ſuch changeable% new thoughts of my (alvationzas 
uy I have of ic, Ithiak 1 should then be art a {ad loſs: He hamour- 
let eth not a fool like me in my unbelicf, bus rebuketh me 8& 
d, & fathereth kindack upoa me; Chriſt is rather like the poor friead 
ct and needy priſoner » ( begging love ) thea 1 am: 1 cannot foe 
'y Shame ger Chriſt ſat Nay,of my whole love ; for he will noc 
I- want his errand for the ſceking + God be thanked . my bridee 
1s groom ticech nor of wooing * Honourto him he is a wiltull 
v | turerot my foul: Butas love is his, pain is minz, that I have 
Ir noth ng togive him: His count - book is full of my debrs of 
Ir mercy , kindacſs & free loverowards me; Oh char I might read 
[ with watery eyes! O that he would give me theinereſt of 
Ir latereſt ro pay back! Or rather my ſoul”s defire is, that he would 
,, comprize my perſon , ſoul and body , love, joy » confidences 
e fear, forrow and defire,, and drive the Puynd, & let me be reupe 
1 ed, & foldroChriſt, & taken home to my creditor's houſe 
» | 4®dhisfire-fide, The Lord knoweth, if I could » I would - 
” P $ mn 
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ay ſelf without reverſion ro Chriſt. Oſweer Lord Jeſus make 
a market , & oyer-bid all my buyers ! I dare ſweare, there 
isa Myſtery in Chrift, which I never ſaw : A myſtery of love, 
O if he would lay by the lap of the covering that is @yerit, & 
Jet my gricning ſoul ſerit / 1 would break the door, & bein 
upon him, to gt a wombſull of love; for I am an huogered 
Ac famisbed ſoul. Oh,Str, if ye or any other would tell him, bow 
fick my foul is, dying for want of a hearty draught of Chriſt's 
Jove. Ob if 1 could dote ( if 1] may make uſe of that word , in 
thiscaſe ) as much upon bimſclf, as 1 doe upos his love! Ir is a 
pity» that Chriſt himſelf chould oor rather be my heart's choice, 
then Chriſt's manifeſted love : It would faticke me, in ſome 
meaſure, if ] had any bud to give for his love; shall I offer him 
my praiſes? Alas heis more then praiſcs'l give it over to get him 
exalred according, to his worth z which is above what can be 
known;yer all rhis rimec 1 amtempring hicazto fee if there be both 
lore & anger in him againſt me. 1 amplucked from his flock 
{ dear rome)s) & from feeding his lambs : I gor therefore in 
ſackcloth, as one who hath loſt che wife of his youth . Grief & 
ſorrow arcſuſpicious , & ſpuc out againſt him the ſmoke of jea» 
loufies, &1 lay often, Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt wit h 
me ? Tell me, Lord, read the proceſs againſt me: but 1 know, | 
£annot an([wer his alleagance : 1 will loſe the cauſe, when it com» 
eth to open pleading, Ohif 1 could force my heart to beleeve 
dreams tobe dreams ! Yet when Chiiſt giveth wy fears the 
lye,8& ſaith ro me, thou art a Lvar, then | am glad. I refolvero 
hope to be quietz& to lic on the brink upon my ide , till che was 
ger fall, &the foord be rideable,& howbcir there be pain upon me 
in longing for deliverance, that I may ſpeak of him in the great 
Congregation 3 yet I think there is joy 1n that pain & on-waits 


log: & 1 even rejoyce, that he purtcth me off for a time & $hifr- 
et 


me: Oh if 1 could watconfor all cternity , bowbeir | 
Should nevcr ger my ſoul's defire , ſo being he were glorihed! | 
would wiſh, my pain & my miniſtery could live lopg to lerye 
him, for, 1 know, I am 2 clay veſſel, & madefor his utc.O if my 
wery broken theards could ſerye to glorific bim! 1 defire Chriſt 


Fraceto be williagly content, rhat my bell (excepting his a | 
T 


lo 
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red and diſpleaſure » which I pur our of all play: (forſubmiffion 
to this is not called-fer ) were a preaching of his glory to men & 
Angels, for ever & ever | When all is done, whatcan I addetra 
him? or what can ſuch aclav.sbadow asY doct I know, henceeds 
eth not me : I have cauſe ro be grieved and co melt away ia 
rears, (it I had grace rodoit, Lord grant ir to me) toſce my 
welbeloyed's tair face ſpirted upon by dogs to ſee owns pulling 
the crown off my royall King's head , to ſee my harlos-mother 
& my (weer Father agree ſoill, that they arepoing ro shail,and 
giveup houſe; My Lords palace is now a neſt of unclean birds. 
Oh if harlot , harlor Scotland would ruc'upon her provoked 
Lord;% pity her good husband, who is broken with her whorish 
heart | Bur theſe things are hid from her eyes, I have heard of 
late of your new trial by the Bi:hop of Galloway : Fear not cla 
worms meat : Ler Truth & c—_ no wrong in your hand: 
it is your gain , if Chriſt be glorited 3; & your glory to be 
Chriſt's witneſs : Iperſwadeyon: your ſufferings are Chiiff's 
advantage & victory ; for he is pleaſed to reckon them ſo. Ler 
me hear from you ; Chriſt is bur winning a clean Kirk our of 
the fire; He will win this play : He will not bein your common, 
for any charges ye arc at, in his ſervice: He ts not poor eo fir in 
your debt: He will repay an hundred fold more; it may be, even 
in this life. The prayers and bleſſing of Chriſt's priſoner be 
vith you. 

Aberd, Your Brother in his ſweet Lord 

1637. Jeſus, S. R- 


To his Reverend & loping Brother. 
aw JOHN NEVA T. 


Reverend & Dear Brother. 


Races mercy & peace beunto you : T received yours of 
Aprile x1, As 1 did another of March. 25. and alerrer 


for Mr Andrew Cant, 1am not aligile grievsd » = = 
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mother-church is runniog ſo quicklyro the brothel - houſe s & 
that we arc hiring lovers , & giving gifts tothe great morker 
of fornications: Alas that our busband 5s like to quite us fo 
shortly ! Ic were my part, ( if { were able), when our husband 
is deparring,co ſtic up my (clf ro take hold of him, kt2ep him in 
this land; gp [ knows him to bt a (weet ſecond, & 2 lovely come 
panion to & po2r priſoner * I hnde my extremity hath 8h wrpnd 
theedge of his love & kindneſs , {> as he ſeemerh to devile new 
waycs of exprefſiag the ſweetneſs of his love ro my ſoul: Sute 
fcriog]forChriſt is the very clement, whercia Chrilt's love liverh, 
& execciſeth it ſelf, ic caſting out flames of tire & (parks ot heat , 
to warm fuch a froz:n heart, as I have: And if Chriſt weeping 
in lackcloth be (o ſweets 1 cannor finds any imaginadl: thoughts 
to think what he will be » when weclay-bodies ( having pur off 
mortality ) $shall come up to the marriage-hall, & great Palaccs 
& bchold the King clothed in his robes royall, Gtting on his 
throac. I woald delice no more for my h:aven , beacath the 
moon » wil: l am izhing ia this houſe of clay , bar dayly re. 
newed f:aſts of love wich Chriſt , & liberty now & then ro Feed 
my hunger wich a kiG of that faireſt face, that islike the (un 
1a his ſtceagrh at no5a-day.[ would williagly ſubſcri>z an ample 
relipnarion to Chriſt of the fourteen Prelacies of this land , & 
afalſchs molt d-lightfull plerſures on carth, & forf:ir my part 
of this clay-God , this carth , which Adam's foolich children 
worship , to have no other exerciſe , but to licin 2 1048-b:d 
with Chriſt , & fill this hungred , & famiſhed ſoal with kiſſing» 
embracing & reall enjoying of the Son of Gol: And [ethink, 
thea I might wcitero my friends. - That I bat ſound the got- 
den world, &lookour, & lauzh at the poor bodies , who arc 
fliying enc another for feathers: Fac yerily » Rrocber y Guce [ 
cameto his priſon, | have concctived a nzw & extraordinary apt- 
nioa of Chrilt , which [ had not befare ; for 1 perceive we friſt 
all our joyes co Chriſt ,, rill he & web: in our own hoaſe above , 
as married partics: thinking that there is noching of ir k:rora 
b: (ought or found , bur oncly hops & fair promiſes: & that 

Chriſt will gire us nothing here but tears » Gadacſs , croſles: 

& tha wo hall never feel the ſaxcll of th: Aawers of that high 


garden 
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garden of Paradiſe above, till we come there: Nay, bat1 fode, 
tis poſſiblero Godeyoung glory, & a young green Paradiſe of 
joy,cvyen here; 1 know, Chriſt's kiſſes will caſt a more ſtrong 8 
refrechfull ſmell of incomparable glory & joys in heaveny then 
they doc berc: Becauſe a drink of he well of lifey up at the well's 
head » 1s crore ſwerr & frech by far » then that which wegetia 
our borrowed , old), running- out veſlcls, & our wooden dishes 
here z yet I am row perſwaded ir is our folly ro friſt all cill chs 
term day ; feing abundance of earneſt will not diminish any 
thirg of our principal ſ\urnme : We dream of bunger io Chiiſt's 
houſe, while we are here , alrhovgh he alloweth feaſts upon all 
the bairns , withio God's houshold: Ir were good then to 
ere our ſelves with moe borrowed kiſſes 'of Chriſt , and with 
ro: borrowed vilites, till weerter Heirs to cur new inheritance 
and cur Twtour put usin poſſe ſion of our owns, when we are 
zaft minority. Oh thar all the young beirs would ſeek more , 8 
a greater ard a nearer communion with my Lord-itutour , the 
prime heir of all » Chrift | 1 wish for my part, I could ſend you 
& that gentleman » who wrete bis commendations tO me , in 
tothe kings innercroft cellar & houſe of wine, to be filled with 
love: Adrink of this love is worth the having indeed : We 
carry our ſelves but roo too nicely with Chriſt our Locd, & our 
Lord loveth rot niceneſs, & dryneſs, & uncouthneſs in friends: 
Givce reed force we muſt be in Chrifl's common, then ler us be 
i his common z forit will be no otherwayes. Now for my 
preſent caſe, in my impriſonment , deliyerance (for any appea* 
raoce I (re) looketh cold like: My hope » ifit looked to or lean- 
&d upon men, should wither ſoon at the rect, like a May. flower: 
Yet Ireſolve to eaſe my (elf with on» waiting on my Lords 
& to let my faith ſwinr where it loſerh ground: 1 am under a 
neceſſity either of faintirg ( which I bope my maſter, of whom 
I boaſt all the day, $hall avert ) or then tolay my faith upon am- 
nipotency » ard ro wink ard ſtick by my grip: And hope 
thip shall ride it out » ſeeing Chriſt is willing ro blow his ſweer 
wind in my failes, & mendeth & cloſerh the leks in my $hip , & 
ruleth all ; Ir will be ſtrange if a mg. be caſten 
over board, Asfor your Maſter » My Lord & my Lady ,1 will 

k þe 
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be loath to forger them: I think my prayers (ſuch as they are ) 
are due debt to kimy & 1 shall be far more engaged to his Lo: if 
he be faſt for Chriſt, (as I hop he will), now when (o many of 
his coat & quality flip from Chiilt's back, & leave him to fend 
For hiaſclf, I cntrear you, remember my love tothat worthy 
Gentleman A.C., who (aluted mein your letter: I have heard, 
that he is one of my Maſtcr's friends , for the which cauſe | am 
ticd to him:1 wish he may morc& amore fall in love with Chiiſt, 
Now for your queſtion, as far as I rawly conceive: I think, God 
1s praiſed two wayes:Firft, by a concional prof hon of his highs 
neſs before men, ſuch as 1s the very hearing of the word, & re« 
cciving ofcither of che Sacraments, in which as by prokel. 
fon we give out to men , that ke is our God, with whom we 
arc in covenant , & our Lawgiver: Thus caring & drinking in 

che Lord's (upper, is an annunciation and profeſſion before men, 
chat Chriſt is our lain Redeemer : Here, becauſe God ſpeakerh 
£© us, not weto him , it is not a formal thanks giving, bur an 
annunciation , of predication of Chriſt s death, concional, not 
adorative ; neither bath it Gid for the immediat objeft , and 
therefore no kneeling can be here. Secondly, rhere is another 
praiſing of God, formal, when we arecither formally bleffiog 
God , or ſpeaking his praiſes; And this [ take to be twofold : 
x. When we direttly and formally direct praiſcs and thank(gi- 
ving toGod 5 This may well be done kneeling y 10 roaken of 
our recognizance of his highneſs , yer rot ſo, bur it may be 
Nanding or fitting , eſpecially ſcing joyfull elevation » ( which 
Should be 10 praiting. Jis not formally lignificd by kneeling, 2. 
When we ſpeak good of God , and dcelare his glorious nature 
and atrributs, extolliog him before men , to excire men to con» 
ccive highly of him, The former 1 kold to ve worship every way 
immediat, elſc I know not any immediat worsbip at all; the lat- 
xer hath God for the ſubjeR, not properly the object , ſcing the 
redication is direfted ro men immediatly, rather then to God; 
bi here we ſpeak of God,by way of praifing,rather then to God 
And for my own part , as | am forthepreſent minded , I fer 
pot, bow this can be done kneeling, ſeeing it is pradicatio Dei 
& Chriſti » non laudatio aut benedictio Dei; Bur obſerve that it 
" 
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is 'ormal prailing of God, and no@meerly concional, as T diſti 

ovighed in the firſt member:for in the firſt member any ſpeaking 
of Gedor of his works of creation , providence & redemption, 
15 indirect & concional prailing of him, & formally preaching or 
an att of teaching, not an att ofpredication of his praiſes; for 
there is a difference betwixt the imple relation of the vertues of 
2 thing, which is formally teaching ;z & the exrolling of the 
worth of a thing by way of commendation, to cauſe others ra 


praiſe with us. Thus recommending you to God's grace)l reſt, 


Aberd. June, 15, Yours in bis ſwees Lord 
I633+ Ieſus. S. R. 


— — 
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To Mr If R. 


Dear Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace be unto youz upon the report I heat 
of you» (without any further acquaintance y except our 
ſtrancſt bonds in our Lord Jeſus) I rhought good ro write 
unto vous hearing of yourdanger tobe thru out of the Lord's 
houſe, for his name (ake ; Therefore my earneſt & humble de- 
fireto God is, that ye may be ſtrengthned in the grace of God, 
& by the power of his might, to goe on for Chriſt , nor ſtan» 
ding in awe of 2 worm that shall die. I hope ye will noe pur your 
hand co the ark to giveirt a wrong totch; & to overturnit, as 
many now doe, when the archers are shooting ſore at Foſepb » 
whoſe bow shll abide init's firength ; We owe to our roya 
Kiog & Princely Maſter a teſtimony. O how bleſſed are they, 
who can warde a blow off Chriſt, & his born-down truth! Men 
think Chriſt 4 gone man now » & that he shall never get up his 
head again: And they belceve his court is failed , becauſe he ſuf- 
fereth men to break their ſpears & ſwords upon him , and the 
enemies to plow Sion , & make long & deep their furrows on 
her back : But it would not be (o, ; On Lord had not a ſowing 
for hisplowing : What can hedoe » but melt an old droflic 
Kuk. chat he gzay bring out a new kids out of the fire again ® 
I thiok 
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I think Chriſt is juſt now repariog bis houſe, & exchaygivg his 
eld veſlcls with new veſſels , and is going through this Land , 
and taking up an inventure & a roll of ſo many of Let#”'s ſons, & 
goed Profeſfores that he may make them new work fer the 
ſecond remple: And whatſoever shall be found , not to Be for 
the work, shall be caſten over the wall; When the houſe 5ball 
be builded , heshall lay by his hammers, as having no more to 
doe with them : It is poſſible, be doe worle rorthem, then lay 
them by: & I think, ehe vengeance of the Lord, & the venge.nee 
of bis temple thall be upon chew 2 1 defire Bo more, bur to keep 
weigbre when I am paſt the fire: & I can now, in ſore weak 
meakure, give Chriſt a teſtimonial of a lavely & loving compa- 
Hon , under ſuflering for bim. 1 Gw him before bur afar off, 
his beauty ro my - cy&s fight growerh t a fig, a ſtraw forren 
worlds- plaiſter:d glory & for childshsbadows; Thr idol of 
clay (this God , the world) that fools Fehr for. If1 badalcaſe 
of Chriſt of my own} dateing (for whoever once cameth nigh 
hand, & taketh a hearty look of Chriſt's inner fides chall never 
wring nor wreſtle themſelves our of his love-grips again )Iwould 
reſt contented in my priſon; vea iv a priſon. withour Iight of ſun 
or candle,providing Chriſt & 1 bad a love-bed, not of mine, bur 
of Chriſt his own making ; that we might lie x get} er among 
the lilies , til the dav break and the shadows flie awav, Who 
knoweth bow ſweer a driok of Chrift's love is > © bur to live 
on Chriſt's love is a King's life ! The worſt thirgs of Chiiſt, 
even that which ſeemerth ro be therefule of Chriſt, his bard 
croſs, his black croſs, is white & fair: & the croſs receiveth a 
beaurifull luſtre and a perfumed ſmell from Jeſus, My dear 
Brother , ſcat notatit, While ye have tire 10 ſtand upon the 
watch rower, & to ſpeak, contend with this land 1 plead with 
our barlot mothir , who hath been a treacherous half- warrow 
rober husbard Jeſus ; For 1 vould think liberty ropreach one 
day y the root & top of my deſires, & would ſeek ro more of 
the blefiogs, that areto be had on this fide ofrime , till 1 be over 
the water; bur ro ſpend this ny chy-bouſe in his ſer. 
vice & ſaving of ſouls : Fur 1 hold my peace becauſe he bat 
done it : wy shallow & chbe thoughts arc got the cowp 
* Chrift 
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Chriſt Gailerh by : 1 leave his wayes to him(clf, for they are far , 
far above me: Onely I would contend with Chriſt for his love, 
and be bold ro make « plea with Jeſus » my Lord , for a heart= 
fill of his love 4 for there is no more left ro me. What ftanderh 
beyond the far end of my ſufferings , and whar hall bethe 
event » he kaoweth ; and _ z to my joy » «hall make me 
know , when God chall unfold his decrees concerniag me for 
there are windings and to's and fro's in his wayes, which blinde 
bodies like us cannot ſee, T his much for further acquaintance: 
So recommending you, & what is before you to the grace of 
God, I reft. 


«Aberd, Tune 16. Yar cery loving Brother in his ſweet 
1637. Lord leſws> S. R, 


To My 
WILLIAM DALGLEISH: 


Reverend & welbel ood Brother, 


Race, mercy and peace be untoyou: I have heard ſome- 
what of your trials in(Galoway: | bleſs theLord, wbo bath 
un firſt in that corner to make you s new Kirk ro himſelf; 
Chriſt hath che Icſs adoce behiade , when he hath refined you. 
Let me cntreat you y my dearly beloved , to be faſt to Chriſt : 
My witneſs 15 = » My deareſt Rrothey , that ye have added 
much joy to mein my bonds, when 1 hear that ye grow in 
the grace and zeal of God for your Maſter, Our miniſtery » 
whether by prexching or ſuffering , will caſt a (mell, chrough 
the world both of heaven and hell, 2 Cor.2:15, 16, I per- 
ſwade you , my'dear Brother, there is nothiag out of heaven , 
next to Chriſt, dearer tome» then my miniſtery , and the 
worth of it, in wy cſtimation, is ſwelled, & painerh me exceed. 
ingly ; yet 1 am content , for the honour of my Lord, ro 
lurreuder it back again to the Lord of the vigeyard $ 
Q 


Let 
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let him doc with me & it both, what he thinketh good : I chink 


very 
my ſclfroo lictle for him : & ler me ſpeak ro you, how kindea ff £1, 
fellow-priſoner is Chriſt to me ! Beleeve me , this kinde of | 4 q 
croſs (that would not goe by my door , bur would needs vilice goe 
me) is ſtill the longer the mere welcome rome. Iris true, my Þ|f 1oe 
filent ſabbaths have been & are ſtill plaſſy yers whereon my faith I v1 
can ſcarce hold it's feer, & 1 am _— blowen on my back, and } 
off my feet , with a ſtorm of doubting; yet truly z my bonds way 
allchis rime caſt a mighty and ranck ſmell of high and deep love beg 


in Chriſt: 1cannor indeed ſee through my crols to the far end; þf 1,11 
Yet [ beleeve, 1am in Chiiſt's books, and in his decree (vor ff 11, 
yet unfolded ro me) a man triumphing , dancing and fioging 


over on the other fide of the red ſea, and laughing and prailing I ,1, 
the lamb, over beyondrime , ſorrow , deprivation, Prelat's || {0 


indignation , lofles, want of fricnds and death: Heaven is nor ff 1! 
a foul fiyieg in theair » ( as men uſero ſpeak of chings that are } 1, 
uncertaiez) oay it is well paid for , Chriſt's comprizement lieth 
on Glory, for all the mourners in Zion , and $hall never be wo 
looſed : Letus be glad &rejoyce that we have blood , loſſes , ed 
& wapynds to show our Maſter & Captain, at his appearance, & || 1 


what we ſuffered for his cauſe. Woe is me» my dear Brother , ſad 
that I Gayſoften, I am but dry bones , which my Lord will nor wi 
bring out of the grave again , and that my faithleſs fars (ay , mn 
Ov 1 ama dry tree, that can bear neſruit, I am an uſcleſi body, of 
who can beopet no children to the Lord in by fouſe *Hopes of de. lo 
liverance look cold & uncertain & afar off, as if | had done with by 
it: it is much for Chriſt (if I may ſay (o) toget Lawborrows of q: 
my ſorrow , & of my quarrelous heart: Chriſt's love playcth a] 


me ſary play , Iam por wronged at all z bur there is a tricking 
& falſe heart within me, that fill playerh Chriſt fout play : 


- 
am a cumberſom nieghbour ro Chriſt: It is a wonder, that he L 
dwellcth beſide the like of me; yet I eften get theadvantage of (| m 
the hill,above my remptations,& then I deſpiſe temprtation,cven de 
hell ir ſelf, & the ſtigk of ir , & the inſtruments ot ir , and am T; 


proud of my honourable Maſter: And I refolve, whether » 
contrary winds will or notzto ferch Chriſt's harbour: & I thiok rc 
a'willfull and ſtiff contearion with my Lord Jeſus for bis love tl 
very 
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very lawfall; iris ſometirnes hard ro me, fo #17 wy meat upon 
Ehiiſt's love , becaufe my faith is ck, & my hope withererh, 
& my eyes wax dim; & unkinde, & comfort - eolipflog clouds 
goc over the fair & bright Sun, Feſwe : Andrhen, when I & 
tremprarion cryſte the matter together , we ſpill all, through 
unbelief; Sweer , (weer for evermore weuld my life be, if 
| could keep feich in exerciſe: Rur I ſee, my fire cannor al= 
wvayescaſt light, I haveeven 4 poor man's bard world when 
begocth away : Bur ſurely, fince rey entry huther, many atime 
hath my fair ſuo shined withour a cloud : Hot and burniog bath 
Chriſt's love been to me; 1 have no vent rotheexpretſion of it: 
I muſt be conrene with ftoln & ſmothered deſires of Chriſt's 
glory : Ohow faris his love bebinde the hand with me ! 1 am 
juſt hkea man , who hath nothing ro pay his thouſands of debt: 
All rhat can be gotten of him, is to (ciſe upon his perſon: E xcrpt 
Chriſt would ſcrſe upon my ſelf, & make the readyeſt payment 
that can be of my heart & lovero himſelf, I have no other thing 
to givehim: If my ſuftcrings could doc beholers o00d » & 
edine lus Kirk , & proclaim the incomparable worth of Chriſt's 
loveto the world, O then would my foul be overjoyed, & my 
ſad heart cheared and calmed ! Dear Brother , 1 cannox tell 
what is become of me labours among that people : If all that 
my Lord builded by we be caſteg down. & the horrom fallen our 
of the protefſion of the perich&:none ſtand by Chriſt, whoſe love 
| once preached, as clearly and plainly as 1 could , (though far 
below it's worth and excellency ) ro that people 3; if ſohow can 
I bearit} & If anather make a foul barveſt , where 1 have made 
apainſull & honeft lowing , it willnor ſoon digeſt with me : 
but I know , his wayes pals hinding out : Y et my witneſs both 
within me and above me knoweth, & my pained breaſt upoa the 
Lord's day at night, my deſire to have kad Chill awfull, & a- 
miable , & ſweer to that people, is now wy joy: &irt was my 
dere & aime, ro make Chriſt & them one: 17 1 fee my hopes die 
in the bud , ere they bloom alittle, & come to nofruit, ] dic 
with grief, O my God ſcek nor an account of the violence done 
to me by my brerhren , whoſe (alyation 1 love & dchire © 1 pray, 
that they & I be not heard as contrary particsy intheday of our 
Q! 2 cam 
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Compearanec before our judge , in that proceſs led by them a= 
= my miniſtery » which I received from Chrift ; 1 koow,a 
tle inch, & leſs chen the third part of this ſpan-leagrb & bande 
breadth of tiene , which is poſting away » willpurt me without 
the ſtroke, & above thereach of cicher brethren or fore: And it 
1s a short-laſtiog injuric done to me, & to my pains, inthar pare 
of my Lord's vineyard, O how filly an adrantageis my depri. 
vation to men, ſeeing my Lord; Jetus hath many ways to re- 
cove? bis own loſſes , & isirrefiſtible ro compals his ow glori- 
ous ends , that hus lilie may grow a { thorns , & his little 
Kiogdom exalt ir ſelf , even under the (worde & ſpears of con- 
trary powers ! But, my dear Brother, goc ovin the ſtreogrh 
of his rich grace, whom ye ſerve: Stand faſt for Chriſt ; De» 
liver the Goſpel off your hand , and your miniftcry to your 
Maſter, with a clean & yodcfiled conſcievee: Looſe not a pin 
of Chriſt's tabernacle: Doe not ſomuch as picke with your 
naile at ape board or border of the ark : Have no part or deal» 
ig upon any terms, ina hoof, 1D a cloſed window, of iaa 
bowiog of your knee, in caſtiog down of the tewple: Burt be a 
mourning & ſpeaking witneſs , agaioſt them , who now rvine 
tom, Our Maſter will be on us ally ina clapy cre ever we wit; 
That day will diſcover all our white's & our black's , concer + 
ving this controverlie of poor oppreſied Zion: Let us make oar 
part of it gocd. that ir may be able to abide the fire, when hay 
and ſtuble tball be burot to asbes: Nothing , nothing (I lay 
nothiog) bur ſoard ſanftification can abide the Lord's fan : 1 
ſtaod to my teſtimony, that | preached often of Scorland: La- 
mentation, mourning C woe abideth thee O Scotland: O Scot» 
land , the fearfull quarrell of a broken Covenant ſtanderh good 
with thy Lord. Now , remember wy love toall friends, & to 
my parighooerss as if I named each oneof them particularly : 
I recommend you and God's people » commited by Chrift to 
your truſt, to the rich grace of our alſufficiept Lord, Reo 
member my bonds: Praiſe my Lord, who beareth me up 
in wy ſufferings: As ye finde occaſion ( according, ro 
the wiſdom given you) shew our 8cquaerance » what rhe 
Lord hath doac ro my foul : This I ſcck not, reily , to bunt 
my 
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wy 091 praiſe , bur that my (weereſt]& deareſt Maſter May be 
magoihed in my lufteriogs. 1 reſt. 


Aberd. jane, 17. Your brother in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus. $. AR. 


_—  — 


——— 


To MARION MCKN AUGHT. 
Dearly beloved in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


Race z mercy & peace to you : Few know the heart of 

a ſtranger & priſoner, I am in the hande of qune enemies *: 
1 would, hoact & lawfull means were cflayed, for bringing me 
bome to my charge , now whea Mr.A.R, & MrH, K.are 
reſtored. It concerneth you of Galloway moſt, to uſe ſupplica- 
tioas aed addrefcs for this puns , andtry if by fair means [ 
can be brought back again: As tor liberty, without I be reſtored 
to iny flock; it us little ro me, for my filencei my greateſt pri= 
ſoa ; However it b:, I wait for the Lord, I hope not toro ia 
my ſufferings : Lord give me ſubmiGon to wait 00, my bearr 
is (ad, that any dayes flee away, I docnolerviceromy Lordin 
his houſc,now when his harveſt and the ſouls of perisbiag people 
require ; but his ways arc not like my Wwayecs , acither caa [ 
fiade him out, O that he would shine upon my darkneſs , and 
beings my morning light from uader the thick cloud,chac 
men have ſpread over me } Orhat the Almighty would lay my 
cauſc io a ballaace and weigh me, if my Ah; was not taken ups 
when others were ſ1l:eping, bow to have Chriſt becrothsl with 
a Rridey io char part of the land | bat that day, that my auth 
was maſt unjuſtly and craclly cloſed , the bloom fell off oy 
branches,and my joy did caſt the gower, Howvb:ic | have been 
caſtiag my (elf u2der Chriſt's feer, and wreſthng to beleeve un» 
der a hidden and covered Lord; ya my fainting co.neth before 
] cat , and my faich huh bowed with the forecaſt ,, and under. 
this almoſt inſapportable weight: O chat ic break nor! © 
dare nor (ay that the Lord hath pur our my candle » an4 bark 
caſten water upon my poor coal, and broten the ſtakes of 
my tab:zzaacle ; Bur L hare —_ and eatca gull 
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& wormwoel, fince that day z my Maſter laid bonds upon my 
to ſpeak no more: 1 ſpcak not this, becauſe the Lord is vocouth 
to me, but becauſe beholders, that Rand on dry laed, (ce not 
my ſca-ftorm : The witneflcs of my croſs arc bur ſtrangers to 
my {aq dayes and nights. O that Chrilt would ler me alone & 
ſpeak levcro me , & comehomerto me, & bring (ummer with 
him ! O that 1 might preach his beauty &gl ry, as once I did, 
before my clay-rcut be removed todaikneſs, & thar 1 might lift 
Chriſt off the groand, & my branches might be watercd with 
thedew of God, & my joy in his work might grow green a- 
gain, & bud, & ſend out a Rower } But I am bur a short fightcd 
creatures & my caodle calterh not light afar off : He knoweth 
all chat is done rome, hew that when [ had bat one joy & vo 
more, & one green flower, that 1 cltcemed to be my garland, he 
came in ove hour & dricd up my flower at the root » & tek 4- 
way mine oncly eyc, & minc onely one crown & garland: What 
can | (ay + Surely my guiltinels hath bees remembercd before 
him , and he was ſceking to take down my fails, & to land the 
flower of my delights, and ro let it lie ou thecoaſt, like an old 
broken ship , that is no more for the ſea? But I praiſe him for 
this wailed iroke, 1 welcome this furnace , God's wildom 
 madechoice of it for mc, & it muſt be beſt becauſe it was hb» 
choige. O that I may wait for kim till che morniog of this be- 
pighted Kirk break oat! This poor afflicted Kirk had a fair mor- 
ping; but ber might came apon ber before ber noon-day, & the 
was like 2 traveller , forced to rake houſe in the morning of his 
journey: & now her adverſaries are the chick men in the land , 
her wayes moern , ber gates languish » her children figh for 
bread,#ttlcicis none to be inſtant with the Lord,that he would 
ceme 8am to his houſe, & dry the face of his weeping (poule,& 
compo. 2169's mourners, who arc waiting for him; 1 know, 
he shall make corntogrow upon the ro of his withered mount 
Zon again. Remember my bonds, & torget me not: Oh that 
my Lord would briog me again amongſt you » with abundance 
y4 the Goſpel of Chrift ! Bur O thatjI may ſet down my de- 

res, where my Lord biddarh me ! Remember myloveio the 
Lord co your kusband > God make him faichfull ro Chriſt, avd 
N 
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my blefſing ro your thr children, Faint not in prayer for this 
Kirk : Delire my people not to receive a ſtranger » &intruder 
upon my mioiſtery : ler me ſtand in thar right & ſtation » that 
wy Lord Jeſus gave me, Grace , grace be with you: 
Aberd, 1537» Yours in bis ſwees Lord 
and Maſter , S, R, 


—_ — 


To JOHN GORDON. 


At Riſco. 


Dear Brother, 


Earneſtly defire ro know the caſe of your ſoul , & to under 

ſtand , that ye have made ſure work of heaven and ſalyation. 
1. Remember , Salyation is one of Chriſt's daintics he giverk 
bur toa few. 23. That it is violent ſweating & firiving that 
taketh heaven. 3+ Thatir coſt Chriſt blood te purchalerhat 
bouſe ro finners, & to ſet mankinde dewn y as the King's free 
rennants & free-holders. 4. That many make a ſtart toward 
heaven , who fallontheir back , & win not up to the top ofthe 
movnt , ir pluckerh heart & legs from them , & they fir down 
& give it over, becauſe thedevyilſerteth « ſweer ſmaclled flower 
t0 their noſe (this fair busked world) wherewith they arc be- 
witched & ſoforget or refuſe to goe forward. 5. Remember , 
many goe far on, & reform many things & can finde tears, as 
Eſau did ; & ſufter hunger for eruth, as Judas did 3; & wish 
& deſire the end of the righteous, as Balaam did ; & profeſs fair 
& ſight for the Lord, as Saut did ; &defirethe ſaints of God to 
pray forthem, as Pharaoh & Simon Magus did; & propheſic & 
ſpeak of Chriſt, as Caiaphas did; & walk lofrly & mourn for fear 
of judgement, as Ahab did; & pur away grols fins & idolatry,as 
lebu did; & hear the word of God gladly, & reform their life in 
many things according tothe word, aszHerod did; & ſay, Maſ- 
ter ro Chriſt, I wilt follow thee whiter thou goeſi,as the man 
who offcxedio be Chrilt's Exvanty Math. 8. & may ute ofthe 
Q 4 Veit nes 
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verruce ff the life ro come, & be partaker of the wooderfull gifts 
@f the holy fpirir,&raſteofthe good word ofGod,as the ApoR ates 
whoſio againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Hebs. & yer all thele arc bur like 
gold is clnk & colour, & watered braſs & baſe merrall, Theſe 
are written, thatſwe should try our ſelves, & oor reſt till we bea 
pearct Chriſt, theo ſan. burnt & withering profefiors can 
Come. 6.Conſider, it is impoſſible that your 1dol tins & ye, caa 
to heaven together z & that they , who will nor pare with 
Theſe , tan indeed Love Chriſt at the botrom; bur oncly in word 
& chew : which will nor doe the buſineſs, 7. Remember how 
ſwiltly God's poſt , rime , flicth away ,* & that your forenoon 
is already ſpept , your akernoon will come » & then your even» 
iog , & atlaſt night » When yecanoort ſte ro work: let your 
heart be cr upon finiching of your jourucy , and ſurnming and 
laying your accounts with your Lord. O how bleſſed xhall 
ye be, tohayea joyfull welcome of your Lord at aight! How 
blefſed arc rhey, who iptime rake (ure courſe with their ſoul 
Bleſs his great varne, for what ye polſcls in goods and Childien , 
eaſc and worldly contearment , that he hath given you 3 and 
ſeek rode like Chriſt , io bumility & lowlincis of czinde , & 
de nor great & intire with the world : make it not your God, 
nor yourlover, 'thar ye truſt into; for it will deceive you: | 


ceecotmend Chrift & his love toyou, in all chiogs , ler him, 


havethe flower of your heart & your loye, ſer a low price upoa 
all chinge bur Chriſt, & cry dow in your thoughts clay & dirty 
that will nor comfort you, when ye get ſummonds to remove, 
& compear before your Judge , ro anſwer tor all thedecds dooe 
in the body. The Lord give you wiſdom in all things : 1 be» 
feech you Loftibe God 18 your (peaking , tor holy & reverend 
& his nar; & be remperare & ſober 5 companionry (as it 1s 
called) is a fis, that boldeth men out of heaven, 1 will not be- 
deve ,* Char ye will receive the miniſtry of a ffranger, who will 
preach a new & uncouth doGtrine ro you ; Let my Glyation 
Rand for it, if I delivered not the plain & whole counſel of God 
toyou in his word, Read this letter toyour wife, andre» 
member my love to her andrequeſt her to take beed ro doe 
phat I viiteto you; Ipray for you & yours, Remember me 

By 
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in your prayers to our Lord , that be would be pleaſed ty (cud 
me moral you again. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. x637- Your lawſull & loving 
Paſtor, 5, |. 


Te rr HUGH HENDERSON. 


Reverend and det+ Brother. 


wW Ho knoweth, but the wind may turn io tothe Weſt againg 
upon Chriſt & his deſolate bride in thislavd ? And that 
Chriſt may get his ſaramer by courſe again; for he bath had ul 
vcather this long time» and could not finde law or juſtice for 
himſelf & his troch cheſe many years, I am ſure, the wheels of 
this crazed & broken Kirk runall, apon no other axel-tree, nor 
is there any other to coll ther » & c ge them , & drive them, 
but the wiſdom and good winds Lord: Andic were a 
juſt rrick » & glorious , of never» ſleeping providences to bring 
our brethrens darts, they have shot at us , back upon theis @wn 
heads ; Suppoſe they have two ſtrings to their bow , & can take 
one as another faileth therm, yer there are mos thes three 
ſtrings upon our Lord's bowe; and befides, he cannot miſs 
the white that he shooteth at. I know, he shufflecth up & dewn 
in his hand the great body of heaven & earth, & that Kirk & 
m—— arc in his hand, like a Rock of Cards , & that 
be dealeth the play to the mournersin Ziow , & theſe that fay» 
lye down , that we mdy got over you , at his own ſoreraign plea- 
are: And 1 am ure, Afon's adverſaries in this play) Ka nor 
tzke up their own ſtakes again, O how (veer athiog is ir roeruſt 
is kim ! When Chriſt hath fleeped our his leep (it 1 may (peak 
ſo of him who is the warch-man of 1ſratl, that neither ſlumbererb 
nor fleeperb) and his own are tried y he will ariſe as a ſtroog man 
after wine , and make bare his holy arm, and put on ye ogeance 
as a Cloak, and deal vengeance thick & double amongſt the hat= 
ery of Zion, It caay be, we ſee him fowy and ſend down malcdic- 
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tions &vengances, as thick as drops of rain or bail, his ene. 
mics: For our Lord oweth ther a black day, & he uſcth duely ts 
pay his debrs: neicher his friends &ffollowers, nor his foes & ad. 
verſacies chall have ir to ſay , that he is not faithful & exadt in 
=_—_ his word, I know no bar in God's ways but Scorland'; 
uilrincls, & he can come over that impediment & break that 

r alſo, & then ſay to guilty Scotland, as he faid Exch. 16. Net 
for your ſaker, &c, On-waiting had ever yet a bleſied iffur, & to 
keep the word of God's paticnce keepeth Ntill the faires dry in 
the water , coldin the fire, & breathing & blood- hor in the 
grave, What are priſons of iron walls & gates of brafs to 
Chriſt! Not {o good as feal=dikes, fortifications of ſtraw, or old 
torteriog walls: If he give the word, then chains will fall 
offthe arms & legs of his priſoners. God be thanked , rhat our 
Lord Jeſus hath the rurouriag of King and Court and Novlcs , 
and char he can dry the putters z» and the mireg in Sion , and lay 
cauſcys to the Temple with the carcaſes of baſtard Lord- Prelan 
&ido]-chepherds: The corn on the bouſe-rops got never the hus- 
band=man's prayers, & ſois ſeen on it, for it filleth not the hand 
of mowers, Chriſt & rreath& innocency worketh even under the 
earth; & verily thereis hope for the righteous; We ſee not what 
concluſions paſiin heaven anene all the affairs of God's houſe : 
we need not give hire ro God totake vengeance of his enemies ; 
for Juſtice workerh without hire. O that the ſeed of hope would 
grow again and come to maturity / Andthat we could impor- 
zune Chriſt , & double our knocks at his gare, & caſt our cries 
& «hours over the wall , that he might come out, and make our 
Jeruſalem the praiſe of the whole cath, and give us Salvation 
for walls and bulwarks ! 11 Chriſt bud , & grow green, and 
bloom, & bear (ecd again', in Scotland , & his father ſend bim 
Two ſummers again in one year, & bleſs his crop 3 O what cauſe 
have we, to rejoyce in the free ſalvation of our Lord,& to fer up 
out banners in the name of ourGod ! © that he would haſten 
the Confulion of the leprous ſirumpet , the mother & miſtreſs 
abeminations in the carth , and take graves images out of 


the way, & come in with the Jews, jn troops, & agree _ 
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old ourcalt & forſaken wife, & take them in again to his bed of 


lore | Grace be with you. 


sAberd. Yours in our Maſler and 
1647. Lord, S. R, 
Tos the Lady 
L TS | = = 1 MR 


MISTRESS. 

Races mercy end peacebe to you : Texhort you in the 
Lord , togote on in your jOarney 16 heaven , and to be 
conrent of ſuch jare by the way, as Chriſt & his followers have 
had belore yo ; for they had alwayes the wind ontheir faces » 
& our Lord hath not changed the way to us, for our caſe; bur 
will have us followiag eur ſweet guide. Alas how docrh fin 
clog us » in our journeys and rexard us ! What fools are were 
have a by-pood, or an other love, or match to our ſouls, befide 
Chriſt? Ir werebeſt for us, like i bairns (who are beſt heard 
at home, )to ſeek our own home , endto (ell our hopes of this 
lictle clay Iancs & idel of the carth , where we are neither well 
ſummered, not well wintcred. Oh that our ſouls would fall ſo 
at oddes with the love of this world, as tothinkof iss as = 
traveller dorth of a drink of water , which is not any parr of 
his ereaſure » but gorth away with the ufing ; for tea miles 
journey maketh that drigk to him as nothing ! O that we had 
as ſoon done with this world » andcould as quickly diſpatch 
the love of it ! But as a childe cannot held two apples 19 his 
licele hand , but the ane purteth the other out of 14's room; fo 
neicher can we be maſters and Lords of twoloves : Bleſſed 
were ve, if we could make our (clves maſters of that inyaluable 
treaſure » the love of Chriſt ; or rather , ſuffer our ſclyes robe 
maſtered and ſubducd to Chriſt's love, ſo as Chriſt were our 
all things , and all other things our nothings , & the refuſe of 

_ mu ir | 

our delights. O let us be ready for shipping againſt the time , 
day wind&tide call for us! Death is the laſt thief, that hall 
come withour dip or agile of fee, & rake out ſouls away, oy 
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shall rake our leave art Time, & face Eteroity , & our Lord 
hall Lay rogether the rwo ſides of this earthly Tabernacle , and 
fold us & lay us by, ep at night, & put 
the onc half of us in a houſe of clay,the dark grayez% the other 
halt of urin hraven or hell, Seek ro be hs your Lord in 
peace , & gather io your — & put your ſoul in order, for 
Chriſt will nor give a oail-breadth of Time to or lictle ſand-+ 
glaſs. Pray for Zion, & for me his prifover , that he would be 


leaſed to bring ame _ you again, fall of Chriſt , and 
raughred & | vith tho bleſſing of tus Golpel.;Grace, grace 
be with you. 
Aberd, 1637: Yours in bis onely Lord and 


Mafter, y* K. 


CY 


—_— 


To EARLESTO W N Towne. 
Worthy & dearly beloved in the Lord. 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I long te hear from you: 

| remain (till a priſoner of hope, & doe think ir ſerviceto 
the Lord, to wait on ſtill with ſubmiſſion, till the Lerd's mora- 
ing-sKic break, & his ſummer day dawn: for | am perſwaded, ir 
ts a picce of the chicf errand of our life » that God ſene us , for 
ſome yeras , down to this carth, among devils & men , the 
ficc-brands of the devil , and remprations, that we might ſuffer 
for a time here amoagſt our eacmics z otherwiſe he might have 
made heaven to wait on us, at our coming our of the womb , 
and haye carricd ut home to our countrey , withour letting us 
fer down our feet in this knotty aod thorny life 3 bur ſeeing a 
picce of ſuffcring is carved to every one of us, leſs or more » 
as infigite wiſdom hath rhoughr good , our part is to harden 
and babicyat our (oft and chin ined nature, to endure fire and 


water , devils, lions, mco z loſſes, wor hearts, as theſs 
that ace looked upoa by God , Angels, mea & devils. O what 
bolly is it, to fe down and weep upon ahyerer of Gyd a * 


: 
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both dumb & deaf at our tears, and maſt ftand fiill as anmor- 
ble, as God who made it; for whocan come behinde our Lord cs 
alter or berrer what he hath decrced &« done? It were berter ro 
wake windows in our priſos, and to look out ts God and our 
rouptry Haven, and tocry like fertered men, who loog for 
the King's free air 5 Lord , let thy Kingdom come : O (es the 
Bridegroom come! And O day, O fair day, O everlaſting [ame 
merday » dawn and thine ous , break, ous from under the black 
thic and bine! | am perſwaded, if every day , alittle tooein 
the priſon walls were broken , & thereby affurance given to the 
chained priſoner, TE under twenty ſtoge of irons apop arme 
& |cgs. that at levgth his chain should wear intwo picces » and 
a bot: chould be made at length, as wide as he mig bc come lafe- 
ly our to his len Ackred liberty 5 he wouldio patience wait 
on, till time should bole the priſon wall and break his chains - 
The Lord's hopeful priſoners goder their trials are in that caſe ; 
Years avd moncths will cake out now one little ſtone , chem a- 
yother, of this houſe ef clay , & at lengrh time $hall win one 
the breadth of a fair doorzand ſend out the impriſencd ſoul to the 
free air"\n heaven and time (hall file off, by licele acd lictle, our 
iron bolts, which arc Dow on legs and arms, and our-date, and 
wear our trouble threed» bare and bellie, and chen weare ther 
to cothing: For what I ſuffered yeſterday) I know, chall nevcr 
come again torrouble me. O that wecould breath out cew hopes 
ard new ſubmifſon every day, in Chriſt's lap ! ,For certaioly,a 
weight of glory well any [yeaencreaGag to a far more ex= 
ceeding and crervall weight] hall recompence both weight aod 
length of light and clipped and rbort-dazed croſſes: Our waters 
are but ebbe, & come neither ro our chiny nor rothe ſtopping of 
our breath.'] may ſce, [if I would berrow cycs from Chriſt, dry 
lard, and that near : Why then chould we nor laugh ar adver. 
firy, and ſcorn our Rs hon and ſoen-dying temptations: [ 
rejoyce, in the hope of that glory to be revealed, for it is voun- 
certain glory we look for ; our bopeis not hung ſuch an 
unt wiſtedjtbreed,as,] imagine ſo,or,it is likely,but the cable, the 
ſtrong tow of our 7 Yun, pony we the oath and the promiſe of 
him, who is crergall reiry, oug Salvation bs faſtcncd with God's 
ovn 
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own havd , and with Chriſt's own ſtreogrh, ts the firong flewp 
of God's nnchongeable nature. Mal. 3.6. 1 amtihe Lord, 1 
not, aud therefore ye ſons of | aceb art nog conſumed: We 
may Play. and dance, and leap apoa our worthy and immove- 
able rock: the ground is ſure & good, &-will bide hell's brang e 
ling, and devils brangling, and the world's aſſaults. Oh ifour 
faith could ride ir out , againſt the high and proud winds and 
waves » when our ſea ſeemerh all ro be en fire | O how oft doe 
Tler my grips goc ! [am purte ſwimeing and half Gaking : 
I finde the devil hath rhe advantage of the ground, in Tic 
bartel,for he fighrerk in known ground, in our corrupt patwre; 
Alas ! that ira friend necr of kin and blood re bimielf, and 
will not fail to fall foul upon us: And hence it is, thar he, who 
ſaveth to the uttermoſ, aud, leadeth many ſons to glory , is hill 
righting my ſalvation, and twenty rimes 2 day [ yavel my hea- 
yen » avdrhen I muſt come with my il revelcd work #6 Chriſt, 
ro cumber hirg (as it were) roright it, & to ſeek again the right 
end of the threed , and rofold up again my cternall glory with 
his own hand , & ro give a right caſt of his holy & gracious 
hand to my marred , and (pil {alvation. Certainly, it is a cum- 
berſom thing » tokeep a foolish childe from falls and broken 
brows , and weeping for this and that toy , and rach running , 
and fickne(s, & bairns diſcaſcs; cre he win throngh them all, & 
win out of the mires he coſterh meckleblack cumber, & fasbrie 
ro his keepers: And is is a beleeyer a camberſom piece of 
werk, and an ill raveled heſp(as weuſero ſay) to Chriſt: But 
Gol be thanked , for many fſpilrt falvations, and many ill 
raveled (eſps hath Chriſt mended, fince firſt he entered turour 
to loſt mankinde. O what could we, bairns, doe without bim! 
how ſoon would we mar all! But the leſs of our weight be upon 
our own feeble legs » avd the more thar we be @n Chriſt » the 
firong Rockzthe berter for us: lt is good for us, that ever Chriſt 
took the cumber ofus : it 1s our beaven, to lay many weights , 
and burdens wpon Chriſt, and ro make him all we have, roor,and 
top , begiuning and ending of our (ſalvation: Lord hold us 
bere. Now to this tuteur » and rich Lord, 1 recommend you: 


Hold 
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Mach lt he come, and remembet his priſoner; Gracg , 


grace be with you. 
Aberd, Yours in his and your Lord 
1637. Fejus. $S. KR. 


To Mr WILLIAM DALGLEISH: 7 


Reverend & dear Brother. | 


Race,mercy &peace be to you: Treteived your letter:1 bleſs 

our high and onely wiſe Lowd, who hath broken the ſnare 
that men had laid for you; & 1 hope, that now heshall keep you 
in his houſe, in diſpite ofrhepowers of hell, Who knowerh, bur 
the ſtreets of our Teruſalem call yer be filled with yourg men, 8c 
with old men, & boyes. & women with childe; & char they eball 
plant vines in the mountains of Samaria? Iam ſure, the wheels, 
paces and motions of this poor Church, are tempered & ruled, 
not as men would , but according to the good pleaſure & if. 
finite wiſdom of our onely wiſe Lord, 1am here waiting in 
hope, that my innocencyy inthis honourable cauſe, hall melc 
this cloud, that men have caſten over me. I know, my Lord had 
his own n+ againſt me , & that wy droſs ſtood in need of 
this hot furnace ; = I rejoycein this, that fair truth, beaurt- 


fall rruth, [whoſe glory my Lord cleareth rome more & more} 
beareth me company &that my weak aimes to honour my Maſe 
ter, in bringiog gueſts to his houſe, now ſwell upon mein com- 
forts » & thatI am not affraid to want a witneſs in heaven, that 
it was My Joy 5 to bayvea crown put upon Chriſts head, inthat 
country. O what joy would I have teſce the wind tyrn upon 
the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, & to ſeery Lord Jeſus reſto« 
red with the voice of praiſe to his own free throne again; and to 
be brought amongſt you) to ſee the beauty of the Lord's houſe! 
I hope , that countrey will not be ſofilly , as to ſuffer men to 
pluck you away from them , and thart ye will uſe means to keep 
my place empty , andeo bring me back again to the le, 
to whom I have Chriſts right > and his Church's lawfull 
call- 
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calling. Dear Brother , let Chriſt be dearer and dearer to you , 
Jer the conqueſt of ſouls be rop.and root , flower and bloom of 
your joyes and defires, in this fide of ſun and moon : andio the 
day when the Lord chall pull apthe four ſtakes ofthis clay=renr 
ofthe earth , and the laſt pickle of and hall be at the nick of 
falling down in your watch glaſs » avd whe maſter shall call the 
ſervants ofthe vineyard ro givethem their hire; ye will cſteccm 
the bloom of this world's = like the colours of the rain-bow, 
that no man can pur in Sis purſc and treaſwre; Your labours and 
pains shall then ſmile upon you. My Lord #ow hath given me 
experience [bowbeit weak aod ſmall] that our beſt fare here is 
hunger ; we are butat God's by-board; in thislower houſe, we 
haye cauſeto long for ſupper-time, and the high cable, upin 
the bigh palace; This world deſerveth nerking bur the ureer 
eourt of our ſoul. Lord haſten the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. 
J fGindeir ſtill peace ro give up with this preſent world , as with 
an eld decourted ard caſt-off lover: My bread anddiiak in it , 
is net ſo muck worth , that Lshould not loath the Innes . and 

ack up my defires for Chriſt , that I haveſcnt our ro the feck= 

eſs creatures in it. Grace » grace be with you, 


«Aberd. 16375. Your affeFionat Brother £8 Chr iſs 
priſoner. $, R, 


Tothe Laird of 
—_— L L , 


Much honoured Sir. 


Race, mercy & peace be toyou: 1 long to hear how your 

ſoul proſpereth : I have that confidence » that your ſoul 
mindeth Chriſt & ſalvation: 1 beſcech you in the Lord, give 
more pains & diligence to ferch heaven , then the countrey. ſort 
of lazic profefiors; who think their own faith & their own god- 
lineſs, becauſe it is their own, beſt; & content themſelves with a 
coldrife cuſtom and courſe , with a rclolyrioa to ſummer and 
winter 
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vinter in that fort of profefſior; that rhe mulcirude and the 
times favour moſt , and are ſtil} thaping and clipping and car« 
ring their faith, according as it may beſt ſtand with their ſuc. 
mer ſan and a whble skin 3 and fo breattrour both hot and cold 
i0 God's marters, according to the courſe of the times : This 
ir their compaſs they ſail toward heaven by , inſtead ofa bete 
ter. Worthy and dear Sir, ſeparate your (elf from ſuch » and 
bend your (elf, ro the urmoſt of your ſtrengrh & breathzin run 
ving faſt for ſalvation z and io raking C"iſt'sKiogdom , uſe 
violence : Ir coſt Chiiſt and all his followers sharp showers & 
hot ſwears 4 erethey wod tothe top of the mountain : Bur (till 
our ſoft nature would have heaven coming to our bed-ide g 
when we are ſleeping, & lying down with us , that wemigher 
goeto heaven in warm clothes z bur all that came there found 
wet ſeer by the way , & sharp ſtorms , thardidtakethe hide off 
their face, & fonnd ro's & fro's & up's & down's, & many ences 
mics by the wav«lt is impoſſible, a man can take his luſts to hea- 
ven with him, ſuch wares as theſe will not be welcome there, 
O how loath are we to forgoe our packalds & burdens, that 
hinder us to run our race wich patience | It is no ſmall worktg' 
diſpleaſe & anger nature , that we may pleaſe God, O ifirbe 
hard to win one foot or half aninch , out of our own will , 'our* 
own wit, our of our own caſe & worldly luſts; & ſo todeny our 
ſelf, & ro lay, 18 is not I but Chriſt, not 1 but grace, not I but 
God's glory , not 1 but God's love conflraining 'me , not I but 
the Lord's word , not | but Chriſt's commanding powe? as 
King in me 1 O what pains, & what a death isitto nature, to 
turn we, my ſelf, my luſt, my caſe, my credit, over in, my Lord, 
my Saviour, my King, & mv God, my Lord's will, my Lord's 
grace} Buralas ' that idol, that whorish creature, my ſelf , is 
the maſter-idol we all bow ro : What made Evah miſcarry £ 
& what burried her headlong upon theforbidden fruit, but thae 
wretched thing), ber ſelf ? What drew that brother. murtheree 
to-kill Abel? That wilde bimſelf. What drove the old world 
on to corrupt their wayes ? Who but themſelves, and their own 
pleaſure ? What was the cauſe of Solomon's falling into 
R l 
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> & multiplying of ſtrange wives ; What but himſelf , 
m be woald rather then God * What was the hook 
that took David,& ſnarcd him firſt in adultery,but his ſelj-luft, 
& chen in murther, bur his ſelf=credir & ſeif-bonour F W 
led Petey on codeny his Lord ? Was it not a piece of bimſelf, & 
ſelſ-love toa whole skio } What,made Iudas (ell bis Maſter for 
zO picces of money , but a piece of ſelf lore, idolizing of ava= 
ritious ſelf? What made Demas togoc off the way of the Goſpel, 
rocmbrace this preſeat world © even ſelf love & love of pain 
for himſelf : Every can blameth the dernil for his os 4 bur 
the great devil, the houſe-devil of every man , the houſe. devil 
thateateth &lieth in every mao's boſom , is that idol that kil- 
leth all, bimſclf. O blefled are they, who can deny themſelver, 
& pu: Chriſt io che room of themſclves | O would rothe Lord, 
I had not a my ſelf » but Chriſt; oor a my luſt , bur Chriſt; nor 
amy eaſe » bur Chriſtz nor a my bonowr, but Chriſt ! O ſweet 
ward, Gal. 2: 20. 1 live no more, but Chriſt liveth in me! O if 
every one would put away himſelf , his own ſelf , his own eaſe, 
his own pleaſure , his own credit , & his own twenty things ; 
his own hundred things, that he (ertetb up as idols above Chriſt! 
Dear Sir , I know ye will be _— back to your old ſelf, & 
to. your ſelj- luſt & ſelf-idol, that yeſet upin theluſts of youth, 
above Chriſt. Worthy Sir, pardon this my freedom of love : 
God is my witneſs , chat ir is out of an earneſt delire after your 
ſoul'seternal welfare, that I uſe this freedom of ſpeech: Your 
ſun I know is lower , and your evening-skie and ſun- ſecring 
nearer, then when 1 ſaw you laſt : Striverocnd your tak bee 
fore night , and ro axe Chrilt your-ſelf , and toacquainr 
your love and your heart with the Lord : Stand now by Chriſt 
and his truth , when ſo mary fall foully and are falſe ro him; 
I hope, ye love bimand tus rruth , Ict mehave power with 
youto confirm you in him. I thick more ofmy Lord's ſweee 
croſs, thenofacrown of gold, and a free Kingdom licing 
tot, Sir, I rememberyou in' my prayers to the Lord, 
according to my promiſe: Help me with your prayers , 
that our Lord would be plcaſcd ro briog mc amongſt 
you 
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you again » with the Goſpel of Chriſt : Grace » gratebe with 
you. 
Aberd. 1637+ Yours in by ſweeteſt Lord 
and Mafier, S. R. 


C—————_—_—_—_ 


To JOHN GOR D ON 
Of Cardeneſs younger, 
Dearly belot:ed in eur Lord. 


Race , meicy & peace be to you : IT long exceedingly to 

hear of the cale of your ſoul,which hath a large share both 
of my prayers & carcfull thoughts. Sir, remember, that a pre= 
cious treaſure & prize is upon this short play , that ye are now 
upon, even theeternity of well or woe to your ſoul ſtanderh up- 
on the little point of your ill or well employed sborr& ſwift poſ- 
ting ſaodeglafs : Seck the Lord, while he may be found the 
Lord waitcth upon you: Your ſoul 1s of no little price: gold nor 
filver » of as much bounds as would cover the h/gheſt heavens 
round about , cannot buy it : Toliveas others doe, & tobe 
free of open ling, that the world cricth shame upon, will nor 
bring you to heaven $; as much creyility & country-dilcretion , 
as would he berween you & heaven, will got lead you one 
ſoot or one inch above candemacd nature: and thereforerake 
pains upon ſceking, of ſalvation, and give your will , wit , hu- 
mour , the gr:ea dehires of youth's pleaſures , oft your hand 
to Chriſt, Ic is not poſſible tor youro know z till exprrience 
teach you , bow dangerousa time Youthis :; Ir is likr green & 
wettimber z; when Chriſt caſteth fireoov it, ir raketh not fire ; 
There is need here of morethen o1dwary pains; for corrupt na- 
turc hath a good back [riend of Y outh, & finning againſt lighr 
wiil put out your candle , & ſtupitce your conſcience , & bran 
upon it moe coverings & skin , & lels teching & lenſe of guiltt- 
nels 3 & when that 1+ done, the Devil is like a mad horſe , that 
hath broken the bridle, & runncth away width his rider, whirther 
he liſterb., Learn ro know that which the Apoſtle Kacew _ 
K z — 
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deccisfulneſs offia: firivero make prayer , & reading, & holy 
company 6 boly conference, your delight? & when delight co- 
meth in» ye hall by little & little ſmell the ſweernehbs of Chriſt, 
ll at length your ſoul be over head cars in Chriſt's ſweetncs; 
then shall ye betaken up tothe rop of the mountain with the 
Loid 2 —_ theraviihmeres of ſpic rual love, & the glory 
and excellency of a ſeen revealcd, felr & embraced Chriſt ; and 
then ye hall not be ablero looſe your (elf off Chriſt, & to biade 
m—_ to old lovers: theny& never till then, are all the paces, 
motions , walkings & wheels of your ſoulin aright rune, &io a 
ſpirirgal exmper; But if this world & the luſts thereof be your 
delight, 1 know nots what Chriſt can make of you ye cannot 
be metrall to be a vellcl of glory & mercy. As the Lord liverh , 
thouſand thouſands are beguiled with ſecurity , becauſe God & 
wrath & judgement is not tr1rible tothem : ſtand in aw of God, 
& ofche warnings of a checking & rebuking conſcience : make 
Others to ſce Chiiſt in you moving, doing, ſpeaking and think- 
ing; your ations will {ac} of bim » ifhe bein you : there is an 
ioftiact in the oew born bab:s of Chriſt , like the ioſtionQ of na- 
ture,that leades birds to build their neſts & bring up their yourgy 
& love ſuch & ſuch places as woods, foreſts and wildernefſesy bet 
eer then other places; ThecinſtioQ of nature maketh a man love 
tys motber-countrey, above all countreys: The inſtin ofrevew- 
ed nature, & ſupernacurall grace, will lead you to ſuch and 
ſuch works, as to love your countrey above, roligh to be clo- 
thed with your houſc not made with hands, and ro call your 
boirowed priſon here below , a Dorrowed priſon , and tolook 
upon it ſeryant» like & pilgrim- like; And thepilgrim*s cyeand 
look , is a diſdainfull-like diſcontented=caſt of his eye; bis hearr 
erying after his eye » Fys fy , this is not like my countrey. I 12+ 
cammend to youthe mcading ofa bole, & reforming of a fai- 
liog onc or other, every week , and pur off a fin ora piece of it, 
as of anger, wrath, luſt, intcmperance; every day, that ye may 
more calily maſter the remanavr of your corruption, God hath 
given you a wife, love ber, & ler her breaſts atisfie you; and for 
the Lord's ſake, diink no waters but out of your own ciftern ; 
Qrange wells arc poiſon. Strive to learn ſome new way againit 
your 
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your corruption » from the man of God M. W. D. or other (er- 
vants of God: ſleep not ſound rill ye finde your (elf in that caſey 
that ye dare look deathin the face,% durſt hazard your foul upon 
etcroity, 1am ſure, many ells and inches of the short threed,of 
your life are by hand, fince ] aw you: and that threed hath 
ancnd , and ye haveno hands to calt a knot, & adde one day or 
a fioger=breadth to the endofir : When hearing , and ſeeing , 
and the arter walls of the clay-bouſe shall £:1] down, & life shall 
render the beſieged caſtle of clay to death & judgement, & ye 
fade your time wornebbe & run out » what thoughts will ye 
theo have of idol pleaſures , that poſlibly are now (weer? whar 
bud or hice would ye then give for the Lotd's favour? and what 
a price would ye then give for pardon © ltwerenot amiſs to 
think , Hhbat if 1 wereto receive a doom, & toentey into afure 
nace of fire & brimſftone? What if it come 82 this ; that | chal 
have no por:ion, but utter darkneſs 2 And what if 1 be brought 
to this, to be baniched ſrom the preſence of Gos, & to be given 
over #0 God's ſerjeants ,the Devil, the power of the ſecond 
Death Par your (ſoul, by ſuppoſition, in ſuch a calc, & confid- 
er» what horrour would take hold of you , and whar then ye 
would cſtcem of pleaſing your ſelf in thecourſe of fin! O dear 
Sir » for the Lord's fake » awake tolive righteouſly » and love 
youramor (oul , and after ye have ſcen this my lereer , ſay with 
your (elf, The Lord will ſeckh an 4:count of this warning, I eve 
received, Lodge Chriſt in your famuly. Receive na ſtranger 
hiceling as your Paſtor, I bleſs your childr:a. Grace be wich 
you. 


Ahberd. : Your lawful and lovin» 
1637. Paſter. S.R, - 


To my Lord B O Y D. 


My very honourable & goed Lord. 


Race , mercy & peace be ro your Lo: Outofche worthy 
report that I hear of your Lo: zeal, for this bor down 
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& oppreſled Goſpel, I am bold to write to your Lo: belcechiog 
you by the mercies of God , by the honour of our royal and 
princely King Jeſus , by the ſorrows y tears and detolation of 
our afflited mother-church , and by the prace of your con- 
cience , & your joy in rhe day of Chriſt, that your Lo: would 
goc on, inthe ſtrength of your Lord, an4{in the power of his 
might, to beſtir your (clf, for the vindicating of che fallen bo- 
nour of your Led fois. O blcfled hands for evermore , rhat 
$hallhelp toput the crown upon the head of Chriſt again y in 
Scotland | I darepromiſe, 1n the name of our Lord, char this 
Shall faſten & fix the pillars, & the ſtakes of your 0#n honour. 
able houſe upon carth,if ye lend,% lay tv pledge inChriſt's hard, 
(upon ſpirirual hazard ) life,eſtare,houlc, hononry credit,moyen , 
friends, the favour of men (ſuppoſe Kings with thres crowns ) 
ſo bring ye may bear wicneſs, & acquit your ſelfas 2 man of va. 
lour & courage, to the Prince of your falyation, for the purging 
pf his temple, & ſweeping ourtthe Lordly Diotrepheses , tune. 
courting Demaſes; corrupt Hymeneuzes & Philituzes & other 
ſuch oxen , that with their dung dehile the Temple ofthe Lord. 
Is not Chriſt now crying, ho will belp me? Who will come out 
with me, totake part with me, & »hare in the honour of my tic+ 
tory, over theſe mine enemies, who bave ſaid, Mee will not hate 
#hx man to rule over ws ? My very bonourable and dear Lord 
yoyn , joyn (as yedor) with Chriſt, be is more worth royou & 
your poſtericy, then this world's May-flowers & withering Ri- 
ches & Honours that shall goc away as ſmoke , & evanisb io a 
night viſfion,& shall in one half houczafter the blaſt of che Arch- 
angels trumpet , licin white ashes, Let me beſeech your Lo: 
to draw by the lap of Tim's curtain» & look in through that 
evindow to great & endleſs Ercrnity, & conſider, if a worldl 
price (ſuppoſe this little round clay globe of this asbie & dirty 
earth, the dying idol of the fools of this world , wereall your 
own) can be given for one (mule of Chriſt's God-like & ſoul- ra- 
vichiog countenance in that day,when ſo many joints & knees 
of thouſand thouſands wailing hall ſtand before Chriſt , rrem- 
bling, zhouriog & making their prayers to hills & mountains,to 
Fall upon them, & bide rbem fromthe faec ofthe Lamb, O bow 
mavy 
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would ſell Lordships & Kingdoms thar day, & buy Chriſt! Bur 
Oh the market shall be cloſed and ended cre then. Your Lo? 
hath now a bleſled venrare, of winning court with the Prince of 
the Kings of the earth: He himſelf weeping, crutch born down > 
& fallen 18 the ſtrerts, & an oppreſſed Goſpel,Chriſt's bride with 
watery ey*s , & ſpoiled of her vail, her hair hanging abour ber 
eyes, forced ro gor in ragged "= the banished, tilenced and 
impriſoned prophets of God, who have not the favour of liberty 
to prophefic in ſackcloath , all cheſe, 1 ſay , call for your help ; 
Fear pot worms of clay, the morh chall car chem as a garmenr , 
Jer the Lord be your fear, he is with yous & $hall fight for you : 
thus shall ye cauſe; the bleſf; "gp of theſe, who are ready to perisb, 
come upon you. & ye shall make the hearr of this your morher- 
Church to fing, for Joy: The Lamb & his armies arc vith you , 
& the Kingdoms of the earth are the Lord's, I am perſwaded , 
there ts nor avother Goſpel, nor another ſaviog 4 theo thax 
which ye now conrend for. 1 dare hazard my heaven & ſalvation 
upon it, that this is the onely ſaving way to glory. Graces grace 
be with your Lo : Y 


Aberd. Your Lo: at all reſpeRive obedience in 
1627. Chriſt. S. R. 


—— — 


To ROBERT GORDON. 


Bailiffe of Ayr. 
Worthy Sir. 


Racez mercy & peace be to you: I long to hear from you: 

Our Lord is with his aflited Kirk, fo thar this burning buck 

is not conſumed to ashes. I know, ſubmiſſive 0n-wairing forthe 

Lord «ball at _ ripen the joy & deliverance of his own, who 
are truly bleſſed on-waitcrs : Whar is thedry & milcarryi 

hope of all thera, whoare nor in Chriſt, but coofuffon & 6 

O how pitifully and miſerably are the children ofthis world 

led, whoſe wine cometh home to them water,& their gald 

brak & tin ! And what wonder , that hopes bailded.opon find 
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should fall and fiokf? It were good for us all to abandon the 
forlorn, & blaſted, & withered hope, we have had in the crea 
eure; & letus henceforth come, & drink watcr out of our own 
well , evcn the fountain of living waters , & build our ſclycs & 
our hope upon Chciſt our rock: Bur alas, that naturall love, that 
wehaveto this borrowed bore , that we were born in ; and 
that chis clay-city, the vain carth, should have the largeſt hare 
of our heart! Ourpoor, lean and empry dreams of confidence, 
in ſomcrhing befide God, are no further travelled, then up & 
down the naughty & fecklefs creatures. God may ſay of us, as 
he ſaid, Amos 6: 13. Ye rejoyce in athing of nowght, Surely , 
we ſpin our ſpider's web with pain, and build our rotten & tote 
tering houſe upon a lye, & falshood, & vanity. O when will we 
learn to haver oughts, higher chen the ſun & moon, & leatn 
eur joy , hope, confidenceand our fouls defireszro look up to 
our beſt countrey, and to look down toclay-tents, ſer up tor a 
ni-ht's lodging or two, ia this uncouth land, & laugh at our 


isþ conceptions & imaginations , that ſuck our joy out of 


crearures, woe, ſorrgw,lolles & grief. O ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus! 
© faireſt Godhead | O flower of man and avgels , why are we 
ſuch ftragers to, & far-off beholder cf thy glory ? O it were 
our bappineſs for eyermore, that God would caſt a peſt, a botch, 
a leprofte upon our part of this great whore, a fair and well» 
busked World, that clay might no longer deceive us | but O 
that God may burn and blaſt our Hope non rather then 
our Hope should live to burn us} Alas the wrong fide of 
Chriſt, (roſpeak (0) his black (ide, bis ſuffering lide,his wounds, 
his barecoat , his wants, his wrongs » the opprefſions of men 
done to him» arc turned rowards mens eyes, and they ſee nor 
the beſt & faireſt fide of Chriſt , nor ſce they his amiable face & 
his beauty , that man and avgels wonder at. Sir, lend your 
thoughts to theſe things , and learn to conteran this world , & 
torutn your _ and heart away » from beholdiog the wasked 
beauty of all things under Time's law and doom. >cc him who 
is iovilible, & his tavichble chings; draw by the curtainy & look 
in with likiog and longing to a Kingdom uadefiled, that fadeth 
pot avay , icleryed for you inthe heaven ; This is worthy of. 
your 
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your pains and worthy of your ſoul's ſweating, and labouring 
& lecking after,- night & day : Fire will flec over the earth and 
all char is in it , even deſtruſtion from the Almighty : Fy, fy 
upon that hope , that shall be dryed up by the root ! Fy upon 
the drunken night-bargains, And thedrunken and mad cove- 
pants » that ſinners make with death and hell aftercups » and 
whca mens fouls are mad anddrunken, with the love of chis 
lawleſs life ! They think ro make a n*{t for rheic hopes , and 
take quarters and conditions of hell and death, that they ball 
have caſe , long life , peace ; & inthe mornings, when the lalt 
trumpet $hall awake them , rhenthcy rue the block, It is crime, 
& high time for you, ro think upoa death and your accounts , 
and co remember what ye arey where ye will be before che year 
of our Lord 1700. I hope ye are thinking upon this ; pull ar 
your ſoul, ard draw it alidefrom rhe —— that it is with , 
& round & whiſper-in tO it newes of eternity, cath, judgemear, 
heaven and hell. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
Feſus. S. KR. 


Eos 


To ALEXANDER GORDON), 
Much honoured Sir. 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: Iris like if ye, the Gentry 

& Nobility ofthis nation , be men in the fireets (as the 

word ſpeeketh) for the Lord, that he will now dcliver his flock , 
& gather & reſcue his ſcattered sheep , fromthe hands of cract 
& rigorous Lords, that have ruled over them with force. O 
that mine eyes might ſce the moon-light turn tothe light of 
theſun ? Rur I ill fear, the quarrel KY broken Cortenant in 
Scatland ſtandeth beforethe Lord : However it be , I avouch 
it beforethe world;thar the tabernacle ofthe Lord shall again be 
in the midſt of Scotland, and the glory ofthe Lord chall dwell 
in beauty as the light of many days in one; ia this land. O whar 
R 5 could 
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could my ſoul defire more, next ro my Lord Jelus z while 1 am 
tn this flesh , but that Chriſt and his Kingdem might be great 
amongſt Fews and Gentiles , and that the Iſles (and amongſt 
them , overclouded and darknel BY144n) might have the glory 
of a noon-day*s ſunt. Oh that I had any thing (1 will not cx. 
cept my part in Chriſt) ro wodſer or lay in pledpe» ro redeem & 
buy ſuch glory to my bigheſt and royal Prince, my ſweet Lord 
Jelas ! my poor little heaven were well beſtowed , if it covid 
ſtand a prwne for every to fct on high the glory of my Lord, Bur 
I know , hc necdeth not waiges nor bire at my hand: Yea, | 
know , if my eternal glory coald weigh dowoin weight , its 
alone, all the exernal glory of the bleſſed Angels, & of all the 

ſpirirs of juſt and verſe men gloribed and to be glorified, Ob 
ales! bow far am | engaged to forgoe it for , and give it over 
ro Chriſt ; ſo being he might thereby be fer on high above ren 
thouland thonſnd millions of heavens, in the conqueſt of 
many , many nations to his Kingdom ' Oh that his Kingdom 
would come! O that all the world would ſtoop before him! O 
bleſſed bands that shall put the crown upon Chriſt's head in 
Scotland' Bur alas! Ican ſcarceger leave to ware my love on 
him : 1 can finde no wayes to out my heart upon Chriſt: & my 
lovc,that I with my foul beſtow on him, is ike ro dic upon my 

hand, and 1think it nobairneplay to be hungred with Chriſt's 
love: Tolove him and to want bim » wanteth lirtle of bell, 1 
am ſure, he knoweth, how my jey would {well upon me, 
from alittle well ro a great ſea, to have as much of his love, and 
as wide a ſoul anſwerable rocomprehend irs rill I cried , bold 
Lord, nomore: But finde, be will not have meto be mine 
own ſteward, nor mine own carver : Chriſt keepeth the keys 
of Chriſt , (toſpcak (o,) and ofhis own loves and be is a wiſcr 

diſtriburer , rhen 1 can rake up : 1 know, there is more tn him, 
then would make me ruo-over , like a coaft-full fea. | were 
happy for evermore, to get leave to ſtand bur belide Chriſt 
and his love, and to = luppolc I were incerdicted of 
God to come near» touch or embrace» kils or fer ro my 

Gnfull head, and driok my felf drunken with that lovely 
thing. God ſend me that which | world beve, for 1 now verily 
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ſec > more clearly then before , our folly in drinkicg dead wa- 
te:s, & 1n playing the whore with our ſoul's love upon runniag - 
out wells , aud broken $heards of creatures of yeſterday, whom 
Time will wnlawy , with the pena y of loing their being & na= 
tural ornaments. O! when 2 foul's loves itching (to ſprak ſo) 
for God, and when Chriſt iniis boundleſs and berromieis love, 
beauty & exceileacy,cometh & rubbeth up &cxciteth that leve, 
what can be keaven » it this be not heaven? I am ſure z this bir 
fecklels, narrow & short love of regeacrated linners, was born 
for no other end, but to breath, & live, and love, & dwell io the 
boſom, and betwixt the breaſts of Chriſt; Where is there a bed 
or a lodging for the ſaints love but Chriſt > O that be would 
take our ſelves off our hand , for neither wes not the creatyres, 
can be either duc conqueſt, or lawfull heritage ro love ! Chiiſt, 
& none but Chriſt, is Lord and proprirrour of it. Ob alas, bow 
pirifullis it , that ſo inuch of onr lovegocth by bim! O bur 
we be wretched waſters of our foul's love i I know , it is the 
decp of bottomleſs and unſcarchable providence , that the ſaints 
are ſuffered to play the whore from God , and that theic love 
goeth a hunting , when God knoweth, ir (hall roſt nothing of 
that , at ſuppecr rime, The renewed wonld have it otherwile ; 
and why is it ſo , ſceing our Lord can keep us without nodding , 
ter:ering or reeling,or any fall at all} Our deſires, | hope, hall 
meet with perfeCtion; bur God will have our fins an office-houſe 
for Gol's grace » and hath made fin a matter of an wnlam and 
penalty , for theSon of God's blood ;; and howbeit ſn should 
be our ſorrow , yer there is a ſort of acquieſcing and reſting up= 
on God's diſpenſation required of us» that there is ſuch athiog 
inusas Siny whereupon mercy, forgiveneſs, healing, cur- 
ing, in our ſweet Phyfician , may finde a ficld ro —_ upon, 
O what a deepis here , that created wit Cannot take up! How= 
ever matters goe , it is our happineſs ro win new ground daily 
in Chriſt's love , and to purchaſe a new piece of it daily y and 
to adde conqueſt ro conqueſt, rill our Lord Jefus and we be 
ſo near other , that Satan ghall not draw a ſtraw or a threed be- 
ewixt us. And for my (elf, I have no greater joy, in my welfa.. 
roured bonds for Chriſt , rhen thax I know, rimeghall par him 
& mc 
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& metogether & thar my love & longing bath room & liberty , 
amidſt my bonds & foes (whereof there are not a few here of 
all ranks) to goe vilethe borders, & urter coaſts of my Lord 
Jeſus's countrey; & ſee, at leaſt afar off & darkly, the countrey 
which hall be mine inheritance , which is my Lord Jclu's due, 
both through birth and conqueſt, 1 dare avouch to all that 
know God, that the faints know not the length & largnefs of 
the ſweet carneſt & of the were green «heaves before the har- 
veſt , that might be had on this fide of tho water » if we would 
take more pains: And that we all goero heaven with lefs carneſt, 
& liphter purſes of the hoped .. for ſummer , then otherwiſe we 
m1 Je doe, if we took more pains to win further in vpon Chriſt, 
m Fit pilgrimage of our abſcacc from bim. Grace grace and 
glory be your portion. 


Aberd. Yours in bir ſweet Lord 
2637 Feſus. S.K, 


ow JOU TA WMS Kb 


Dear Brother. 


Am ſorry, that ye,or ſo many in this Kingdom,thould expe 
ſo much of me, an empty reed: Verily, 1 am a naughty & poor 
body : Bur if the tiakliag of my Lord Jeſus's iron-chains on 
= arms , could ſound the high praiſes of my royall King y 
whole priſoner | am, O how would my joy run over ! It my 
Lord would bring edification to one ſoul by my bonds, I am fa- 
tified; but I know not,what 1 can doc to ſuch a princely$% beans 
nfull welbeloyed : He is far behinde with me: Lictle thanks ro 
me; tolay to others, his wind bloweth on me,who am bur with- 
ered & dry bones: Bur ſince ye defire meto write to you.cither 
kelp me ro ſer Chriſt on high, for his runniog-over love, in thar 
the beat of his ſweet breath hath melced a frozen heart , clic 1 
—_ do nothing for a priſoocr. 1 am fully confirmed , that 
is the honour of our L aw- giver | ſuffer for now: Iam nor 
to give out letters of recommendation of Chriſt's 


love, tO As many as will extoll the Lord* Jeſus & his croſs, - 
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not ſailed this ſea- way to beayen , but had taken the Land ways 
us many doe, I should not bave known Chriil's ſweerneſs , 1a 
ſuch a meaſure : But the truth is , let no man thank me ; for 1 
cauſed nor Chriſt's wind ro blow upon me; His love came 
00 a withered creature z whether | would or not ; [& yer 
coming it procured from me a welcome] A heart of irong& iroa 
doors will pot hold Chriſt out: 1 give/ him leaveto break iron- 
locks & come in,& that is all:& now] know net,whether pain of 
love for want of poſle(ſion, or ſorrow that I dow not thank him, 
aineth me moſt: bur both work upon me. For the Firſt, O th:x 
l. would come, & (atishe the longing ſoul,& fill the hungry foul 
with theſe good _ — I know indeed, my guiltinels may be a 
bar in his way ; but be is God, & ready to forgive: And for the 
other , wots wor is me, that I cannot finde a heart ro give back 
again my unworthy little love, for his great ſca-full of love to 
me : Othat he would learn metbis piece of gratitude ! O thar 
I could have leave to look in, thorow the hole of the door, toſee 
his face, & fing his praiſes ! or could break up one of his chame 
ber windows,to look inupon his delighting beauryztill myLord 
ſend more: any little communion with himoneof his loye-looks 
chould be my begun heaven; I know, heisnort Lordly, neither 
is the bridegroom's love proud, though I beblack, & unlovely, 
&% unworthy of him, I would ſcek but leaves & withall, grace , 
toſperd my loye upon him : I counſel you , to rhink highly of 
Chriſt, & offree , free grace , more hes ye did before ; for I 
know, that Chriſt is cor known amongſt us, | think , 1 (ce more 
of Chriſt, then ever 1 aw ; & yer 1 {ee bur little of what may be 
ſcen : O that he would draw=by the courtainss & that the King 
would come our of his gallerie aud palace, that I might ſee 
him ! Chriſt's love is youpg glory & young heaven : It would 
ſoften hell's pains to be filled with it: What would 1 refuſe to 
ſuffer, ifI could bur ger a draught of love at my hearts deſire ? 
O what price can be givea forhim! Angels canoor weigh 
him , O bis wright , Pi worth, his ſweetneſs , bis overpaſſiog 
beaury' If men and Angels would come, and look to that great 
and Princcly one, their ebbneſs would never rake up his depth, 
their garrownels would never comprehend his breadth,height & 
lcogth 
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length : If cen thouſand thouſand worlds of Angels were creat." 


ed , then might all tire themſelves in wondering ar his beauty, 
& begin again to wouder of new. Othar | could win nigh him, rg 
kiſs his feet, to hear his voice,ro finde the ſmell of his roement;! 
But Oh alzs , I bavelittle , little of hin ; yer I long for more! 
Remembes my bonds , and help me with your prayers , for 
would not niffcr , or exchange wy ſad hours, with the joy of 
wy walveit ad: or orice. Giack be with y Ous 


Aberd. June. 10+ Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1617+ Feſus. $S. R. 


— — — 


To Mr JAMES FLEMIN G. 


— 


Reverend and welbeloved in our Lord. 


Races mercy & peace be to you. I received your letter , 
which hath refreshed megzin my bonds. 1 cannot bur teſtific 

unto you, my dear Brother, what (weetneſs | finde in our Maſe 
ter's c10ls; bur alas ! what can I cither doe or ſuffer for him ? 
If] my alone had as many lives , as there have been drops of 
raia fince the creation , I would think them roo lirtle for that 
lovely one , our welbeloved ; bur iny pain avd my ſorrow is 
above my ſufferings , that I finde not wayes how to {cr out the 
praiſes of his loveto others : 1 am notable, by tongue, pen 
or ſuffcrings , to provoke many to fall ia love with him, bur he 
knowcrth, whom | love to ſerve in the ſpirit, what I would does 
& ſuffer by his own ſtreogth , (o being | might make my Lord 
Jeſus lovely and ſweer ro many thouſands in this land. I think 
it amongſt God's wonders, that he will take any praiſe or glory, 
or any teſtimony to his honourable cauſe , from ſuck 2 forlorn 
figner as l am $5 But when Chriſt worketh , he neederh not ask 
the queſtion, by whom he will be glorious : 1 know , ferivg his 
glory at the begicning did shine out of poor nothing . toilet up 
ſuch a fair houſe for man & Angels, ard ſo many glorious crea- 
rurcs , roproclaim his goodneſs, power acd wiſdom, if | were 
burat to a bes > out I (moke and powder of my diſſolved 
- body 
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body, be could raiſe glory ts himſelf: His glory is bis end, Oh 
that l could joyn with him, ro make it my end ! I would chiok 
that fellows hip with him ſweet and glorious. But aJas,few know 
the guilriceſs that is 00 'my part: it ira wonder , that this 
good cauſc hath not been marred and ſpile , in my foul hands : 
Bur 1 rejoyce in this , that my ſweet Lord Jeſus hath found 
ſomthing adoe z even a ready market for his free grace , and 
incomparable and watchleſs mercy, in my wants: Onely my 
loxhſom wretchedneſs , and my wants have qualificd me for 
Chriſt , and the riches ofhis gloriogs grace 4 hebehooved ro 
take me for nothing , or elſeto want me : Few know the un- 
ſeen and private reckoniogs berwixe Chriſt and me; yet his 
love, his bouodlcfs love would not. bide away , nor ſtay ar 
home with himſclf; and yer 1 dow not make it welcome, as [ 
ouphr , when it's come unſent-for and withour hire, How 
joyfull is my heait - that ye write ye aredelirous to joyn with 
me in pany ; for is is charity to helpa Dyvour to pay his 
&brs ; bur when all have helped me, my namevhall ſtaadin 
his count book under ten thouſand thouſands of ſummers une 
payed : Bur ir caſeth may heart , that his dear ſcrvants will bue 
ſpeak of my debts, to ſuch a ſweet crediraur. I defire , he may 
lay me in his own ballance aud weigh me, ifl would nor fain 
have a feaſt of his boundleſs love made to my awe ſoul, and ro 
many others, One thing | know , we thall nor all be able ra 
come nect his excellency with eye, heart or tongue z for he is 
above all create) rboughts 3; All nations beſure him are 4s n0- 
thing, & leſs then notbing , He futeth in the circuit of bearzeny 
and the inhabit ants of the earth are as grashoppers before kim ! 
O that men would _ him ! Ye complain of your private 
caſe: Alas, I amnot the man, who can ſpeak to ſuch an one as ye 
are: Any ſweet preſence, [ havechad in this rownyis (1 know } 
for this cauſe, that I might expreſs & makeit known to others; 
bur 1 never frnde my ſelf nearer Chrift, that royal and 
Frincely One » then after a great weight and ſevle of deadnefs 
and graceleſneſs ! | think the ſenſe of our wants, when with all 
we have a reſtleſneſs , anda forr of fpiriruall impatience under 
them » and can make a din, becauſe we want hims whom = 
i 
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foul loveth,, is that which makerh an opes door to Chriſt ; & 
when wethink, we arc going backward becauſe we frel deadneſ(s, 
we are going forward : For the more (coſe the more life, & no 
ſenſe ar ach nokie Thee is oo {wcerer fellowbip with Chriſt, 
then to bring our wounds & our ſores to him. Bur for my (cf, 
I am ashamed of Chriſt's goodneſs & loves lince the time of my 
bonds; for he hath been pleaſed,to open up new treaſures of love 
& felr ſweernels,, & give vilitations of loves & accels to himſelf; 
in this ſtrange land. I would think a fill of his love , young & 

reen heaven: & when he is pleaſed ro come, & the ride is in, 
& the ſea full, & the King —_—_— priſoner together in the 
houſe of wine + the black tree of che croſs isnot fo heavie as a 
feather. 1 cannot , I dow not , but give Chriſt an booourable 
and glorious teſtimony : 1 ſce , the Lord can ride through his 
enemies bands, & triumph in the ſufferings of his own z & rhas 
this blinde world ſeeth not » that Suffering is Chriſt's armour, 
wherein he is victorious : and they that conterd with Z/on 
ſce not what he is doing » when they are ſer to work, as _ 
miths & ſervants, to the work of retining of the ſaints, (Satan's 
hand alſo by them is at the melting of our Lord's veſlels of 
mercy) and their office in God's houſe is to ſcour & cleanſe 
veſſcls for the King's table. 1 marvel not to fce them triumph, 
& ſit at caſein Zion ; our father muſt lay up bis rods , and keep 
them car-fully. for his own uſc : our Lord cannot want fire in 
his houſe , his furnace is in Jion & his fire in Jeruſalem ; bur 
little know the adverſarics the counſel and the thoughts of the 
Lord. And for your complaines of your miniſtrys1 now think all 
]did roo little : Plainneſs , freedom , watchfulneſs , fideliry , 
Shall ſwell upon you , in exceediog large comforts, in your (uf- 
ferings : The fecding of Chriſt's lambs in private vilieations , 
& carechiliog , in paiafull preachiog , and fair y boneſt & free 
warning, of the flock , isa ſuffcrer's garland. O tenthouſand 
times blefled are they, who are honoured of Chriſt ro be faith- 
full & painſull, in wooing a Bride ro Chriſt! My dear Brother. 
I know, ye think more on this, then I can write; & 1 rejoyce 
that your purpoſe is,in theLord's ſtrength, ro back your wrong - 
&d Maſter, & to come our, & call your (clf Chiult's man, when 
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ſo many are now denying him, as fearing, that Chriſt cannoe 
doe for himſelf & them. 1 am a loſt man for ever, or this z this is 
the way toSalvation , even this way , that they call Herefiey 
this men now doe mockand ſcoffat, I am confirmed now , 
that Chriſt will accept of bis ſeryancs ſufferings , as good ſer=. 
vice to him » at the day of his appearance z and that erc it bg 
loog he will bz upon us all, and meninalltheir blacks and 
white's shall bes Srought our before God , Angels & men. Our 
Maſter is not far of: Oh if we could wait on » & be fairhfull? 
The good will of him whodwelt in the bush , the tender favour 
and love, the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you, 
Help me with your prayers , and defire from me other bre- 
thicn, to take courage fortheir Maſter, 


Aberd. Aug, 15” Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1957* Feſus z S.KR. 


TM JOHN ME I XN E;, 


IH orthv cr dtar Brother. 


ce, mercy & peace be ro your I have been roo long in 

JF anſwering your letter , but other bufinels rook me up- 

} ain here waiiiog, if the fair wind will turn upon Chriſt's fails, 
tScotlindg& if deliverance bs breaking our tothis overcloud= 
ed & beaightcd Kirk. Oh that we could contend by prayers 
and ſopplicatiovs with our Lord for thar effe! 1 bes bath 
not given out his laſt doom againſt this land. I have lirtle of 
Chriſt io this priſon, bur groanings, & loogiogr, & defires; All 
my ſtock of Chriſt isTome hunger for him And yer I cannot 
ſay, but 1 am rich in that) my faith, & hopes & holy pradtice of 
new obedience are ſcarce worth the ſpeakiog of: Bur bleſſed be 
wy Lord, who rakerth me, light,& clipped, & naughry,8& feck< 
leſs, a* | am. 1 fee Chriſt will nor prog with me; nor ſtand upow 
fepping flones , but comerb in ar the broad ſide, withour cere- 
monies, or makivg itnices ro make a = ranſomed one his 


own. O that 1 could feed upon his breathing , & kiffing , aod 
5 cm 
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embracing , & upon the hopes of my meeting and his, when 
love-letters gball nor goe berwixt us , but ke shall be meſſenger 
himſelf: Bur there is required patience on our - » fill the 
ſummer-fruic in heaven be ripe for us 3 it is in the bud, bur 
there be many things to doe, before our harveſt come: And we 
take ill with it, & can hardly endure to ſer our paper-facerts one 
of Chrift's forms, and to goe to heaven with wer feer, & pain,& 
ſorrow : We love to carry heaven to heaven with us, & would 
have two ſummers in one year, and no leſs then two heavens : 
but this will not be for us : ove, & luch an one, may ſuffice 
us wellenough : The man Chriſt gor but one ovely , and chal 
we bhaverwo? Remember my love in Chriſteo your Father, & 
help me with your prayers, If ye would beadeep Divine, I 
recommend to you Sanctification: Fear him, & beshall reveal 
his Covenant to you, Gracebe with you. 


Aberd. Jan. 5+ Yours mhis ſweet Lord 
16237. Feſurz S.R. 


— — 


To CARDONNESS Elder. 


Much honoured Sir. 


Race » mercy & peace beto you: I have longed to heat 
from you,& to know the eftare of your ſoul, & the eſtate of 

that people with _ I beleech you » Sir, by the (alration 
of 7a nn oul and the mercies of God, make good & ſure 
work of your ſalvation , & try upon what ground-ſtone ye bave 
builded. Worthy & dear Sir, if ye be upon Gioking ſandza ſtorm 
of death , anda blaſt will looſe Chriſt and you, and wash you 
cloſe off the rock: O for the Lord's fake , look narrowly tothe 
work, Read overyour life , with the light of God's day-light 
and ſun ; for Salyation is nor caſten down at every man's door: 
It is good to losk to your compals, & all ye have need of, ere ye 
take shipping; for no wind can blow you back again. Remem- 
ber when the race is ended, and the play cither won or loſt, & 
yearc in the utmoſt circle & border of crime , and 5hall pur you 
cu 
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foot within the march of etervity , and all your good things of 
this shorr night=dream ghall frem re you , like the ashes of a 
bleaze of thorns or ſtraw , and your poor ſoul shall be crying , 
Lodging , lodging for God's ſake : Then ball your (Gul 
more gl:d at onc of vour Lord's lovely & homely ſmiles, then 
if ye had the charrers of three worlds for all eternity. Lerplea- 
ſures & v2in » will & defires of this world , bepur over in God's 
hands , as arrcſtcd and fenced goods that ye cannot intromet 
with: Now when ye are drinking, the ground of your cup , & 
ye arc upon the nrmoſt ends of rhe laſt link of time z & old age, 
like death's long shadow, is caſting a covering upon your days » 
it is yo time to court this vain life, & to ſer love & heart upon itz 
It is n-ar atter- ſupper ; ſeek reſt and caſefor your foul , in God 
through Chriſt: Belceve me I inde it hard wreſtling ro play fair 
with Chriſt, & to keep good quarters with him , & keep lovyero 
hio) tn integrity & life, & to keep a cooſtant courſe of ſound & ſo 
lid davly communion with Chriſt: temprarions aredayly break- 
ing the threed of that courſe, and it 1s not cafie rocaſt a kaor 
2v210z and many knots make evil work. O how fair haye many 
hips been plying before the wind, thats in an hour's {| acc have 
buen lying in the (ra bottom! How many profeflours caſt a 
golden luſtre, as if they were pure gold, and yer are, under that 
skin and cover , bur baſe & reprobate merall ! And how many 
kcep breath in their race many miles , and yet comeshort of the 
prize & the garland ! Dear Sir, my ſoul would mourn in ſecret 
for you , if 1 knew your caſe with Godro be burfalſe work : 
Leve to have you anchored upon Chriſt , maketh me fear your 
rotreri: g & ſlips: Falſe wnder-water not (ren, in the ground of 
an cnl!ghtned conſcience 4 15 dangerous : fois ofren Gilicg and 
fioning 2gainſt light; Know this, that theſe who never had 
fick nights nor days 10 conſcience for fin , cannot have burſuch 
a peace with God , as will undercer, and break the fiesh again, 
and end in a fad war at death, O how fearfully are thouſands 
beguiled with falle L ide-grown over old fins, as if the foul 
were cored and healed ! Dear Sir, 1faw ever nature mighty " 
loſty , heady & ſtrong , in you ; and it was more for you , to be 
mortified & dead to the world, then another common man: bh 
S 3 = 
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vill rake a low cbbe, & a deep cut & a long lance, ro goe tothe 
bottom of your wounds, in ſaving bumiliation , tro make you a 
won prey for Chrilt:- Be humbled, walk ſoftly; down, down 
for God's ſake » my dear & worthy Brother , with your ropſail; 
Stoop , Stoop » Kisalow cntry to goe in at heaven's gates 3 
There is1ofioice Juſtice in the party,ye have to doe withzat is his 
nature not £o acquit the guilty & the tinncr 3 + The Law of God 
will oot want ove larthiug of the finner : God forgerterh not 
both the Caurtionce & the inner ; & every man muſt pay, cithcr 
ic bis own perion [O Lord fave you trom that payment) or 
ia his cautioner, Chrilt, Jris violencc/ro corrupt nature, for 
a man to be holy , to lie down under Chriſt's ſeers to quire will, 

leaſure , worldly love , euthly hope, & an itching of heart af- 
cer this fairded & overguilded world , and to be content that 
Chriſt cramplc upon ail. Comein , comein to Chriſt , and ſec 
what ye want, and bndceictin bim + He is the sbort cut [as we 
uſe ro ſay] and the neareſt wayto an outgate of all your bure 
dens. 1darcavonch, yeghall bedearly welcometo him , my 
(ul would be glad , rotake part ef the joy , ye should have 1n 
him. 1-darclay, Angels pens, Angel; tongues » nay as ma» 
ny worlds of Angels, a there are drops of water in all the ſeas,% 
fountains and rivers of the carth , cannot paint him out to you! 
I thiak his ſweerneſs,lince I was a priſoner,hath {welle:! upon m 
to the greatcels of two heavens: O© tor a foul as wide as the 
ourtmoſt ciuce!: of the higheſt heaven that conraineth all, to con. 
tain his love! Ardycrticould hold lictle of ir, O world's 
wondcr i O il my foul might but lic within the ſmell of bis 
love , ſuppoſe I eould ger no more but the {mell of it ! O bur 
it is loog tothar day y when skall have a free world of Chriſt's 
love ! O what alight to beup in heaven, itnthar fair orchard of 
the new Veradiſc; & rolee, and (mell, & touch , & Kits that 
fair ficld-ſlower, that ever-green tree of life ! His bare $ha- 
dow were cnough for mc; a tight of him would be the earneſt of 
hcaven to me, Fy , fy upon us , that wehave love; licing ruſtiog 
beſide us » or, which is worſe, waſted away upen loathiom ob- 
jets , & Chriſt should lic his alone, Woes woe is me, that 

Sin hath madeſo many mad men z (cek-og the fool's Paradile » 

hre 
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hireunder ic2 , & (ome good and deficeablething , withour and 
apart ftom Chriſt, Chriſt, Chriſt, nothing bur Chriſt , can 
cool our love's burning languor: O thirſty love, wile thou 
ſet Chriſt , the well of lie, torby head , & drink thy fill, drink, 
& ſpare not , drink love , & be drunken with Chriſt. Nay alass 
th: diſtance betwixt usand Chriſt isdeath : Oif we were claſped 
to other's arms ! We should neverrwin azain, except heaven 
twinn'd and ſfunder'd us ; & that cannor be, 1 defire your 
ehil4rcn ro ſcek this Lord :Defire them from me to be requeſted, 
for Chriſt's ſake, to be bleſſed & happy, and come & rake Chriſt 
& all chings with him : Ler chem beware of glaſſy $& ſlippery 
youth , of foolish young motions , of worldly luſts, ofdeccive 
able gain, of wicked company) of curling, lying, blaſphem. 
ing and foolish tilki"g; Ler then be fled with theSpirir, 
acquaint themſ.lves witch daily praying, & with the ſtore houſ? 
ot wiſdom and comfort , the good word of Gol, Helpthe 
ſouls of the poor people: O that my Lord would bring me 
az1in among them , that I might tell uncouth & great rales of 
Chriſt rochem! Reccive not a ſtranger to preach any other 
doftrine tochein, Pray for me his priſoner of hope. I pray for 
you withour cealing : I write my bleſſing , earneſt prayers, 
the love of God, and the fweer preſence of Chriſteo you z and 
yours and them, Grace , grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Your lawfid and loving 
Paſtor. S. R. 


| To the Earle of 
LOTHIAN. 


Riphi honourable & my very worthy and Noble Lord» 


O Ut of the honourable & good report , that 1 hear of your 
Lo:good will & kindne(s,1in taking to heart the hooour- 
able cauſc of Chriſt, & his aMifted Church ,& wronged truth, in 
this l:ad, I makebold to ſpeak a word in paper to your Lo: - 
$3 this 
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this diſtance» which 1rruſt your Lo: willtake in good part. 
It is your Ls: honour & credit, topur to your hand - ye doey 
all honour co God) rothe falling & rotnering tabernacle of 
Chrift, in this your mother» Church,& to own Chrili's wrongs, 
as your own wrongs, O bleſicd hand, which $hall wipe and 
dry the _— eyes of our weeping Lord Jclus , now going 
mourning in ſackcloth in his members » in his ſpouſe , 1a his 
eruth , & in theprerogative royal of his Kinglypower ! He 
needeth not ſervice and help from men; but it plealerh bis wis- 
dom to make the wants & loſſes, forts and wounds of his 
ſpouſe , a field & an office. houſe, for the zeal of his ſervants, to 
excrciſc themſclyesin : Thercfore', my noble and dear Lord, 
goc on, goconia the irength of the Lord, againſt all oppoſi. 
tion, to ide with wronged Chriſt:T he defcnding & warding of 
ſtrokes off Chriſt , his Bride, the _ daughter , is like a 
picce ofthe reſt of the way to heaven » knotty, rough, Ror- 
- & full of thoras : Many would follow Chriſt , but with a 
relervyation, that by open preclamation Chriſt would cry down 
crofles , & cry up fair weather , & a furnmer-skic & ſan ill 
we were all fairly landed at heaven, I know your Lo: hath not 
ſolcarned Chriſt , bur that ye intend to fetch beaven , ſuppoſe 
your father were ſtanding in your way 3; &toraks it with the 
wind on your face ; for ſo both ſtorm & wind was on the fair 
face of your lovely fore-runncr Chriſt , all his way. It is poſ- 
fibl:, the ſucceſs anſwer not your defirey in this worthy cauſe: 
what then 2 Dutics are ours, but cycors are the Lord's : and! 
Kope, if your Lo: & others with you chall gocon, todive to 
the loweſt ground & bottom of the knavery & perfidious trea- 
Chery to Chriſt, ofthe curſed & wretched Prelars , the Anti. 
Chriſt"; firſt-born, & the firſt frui of bis foul womb , & «hall 
deal with our Sovcraign, (Law going before you) for the rea- 
ſonable & impartial hearing of Chriſt's bill of complaists » & 
ſer you (elves linglely ro ſeek the Lord & his face , your righ- 
tcoulſneſs shall breakthrough the clouds , thar prejudice bath 
drawn over it; & ye hall in the ſirength ofthe Lord, bring our 
baniched & departing Lord Jeſus home again to his Sanctuary, 
Neubc muſt your £0; advilc with ficsh & blood in ay 
10 


Epift. 140. Letters. 279 
wink, & io thedark reach your hand co Chriſt, & follow him 
Let not mens faiating diſcourage you . neither be afraid of 
mens canny wildom , who in this | _ take the neareſt shore, 
& goe to the lee & calm fide ofthe Goſpel, & hide Chriſt (if 
ever they had him) in their cabiners z as if they were ashamed 
ofhim, or as if Chriſt were ftoln wares, & would blush before 
the ſun, My very dear & noble Lord , ye have rejoyced the 
hearts of many , that ye have made choice of Chriſt & his Gof+ 
pe, whereas ſuch great temptations doe ſtand in your way: Bur 
love your prefcfhion the berrer, that it endureth winds: If we 
knew our (:Ives well, ro want remprations is the greateſt cemp- 
tation of all : Neither is father nor mother » nor court, nor 
honour, in this overluſtred world, with all it's paintry & fair- 
ding , any thing elſe, when they are laidin the ballance with 
Chriſt, but feathers, shadows, night-dreams & ſtraws: O if this 
world knew the excellency , ſweerneſs & beauty of that high 
& lofry one , that faireſt among the ſons of men ! verily they 
chould ſee , if their love were bigger then ten heavens , all in 
circles without other , that it were all roo little for Chriſt our 
Lord. I hope y our choice shall not repent you, whep lifeskall 
come to that twilight berwixc Time & Eternity , and ye ball 
ſee the urmoſt border of Time,& shall draw the cartain,& look 
in to Ecernity » and shall one day fee God take the heavens in 
his hands, & fold them together , like an old holly garment, & 
ſ:r on fire this clay part of the creation of God , and conſume 
away in ſmoke and azhes the idol. hope ofpoor fools, who think 
there is oot a berter countrey, then this low countrey of dying. 
clay.Children can not make compariſon aright berwixt rhis it 
and thattocome; and ther eforerhe babes of this world , who 
ſee no better , mould in their own brain a heaven of their own 
coyning, becauferthey (ce no further, then'the neareſt fide of 
Time, I dare lay in pawne my hope of heaven, that this 
reproached way, is the onely way of peace: I finde, ityis the 
way that the Lord hath ſcaled with his comforts, now in my 
bonds for Chriſt : and [ verily eſteem, & finde chains & fer« 
ters for that lovely one Chriſt, ro be watered over with ſweer 
coalolations, & the loye-ſmiles of that lovely Bridegraemsfos 
S 4 vhoſ 
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whoſe coming we wait ; & when he cometh, then hall the 
blacks & whate*s of all men come before the ſuns then $hall the 
Lord purt a figall decifion upon the pleas that Zion hath with 
her adverſaries: And as faſt as Time poſteth aways (which octe 
ther fitterh , nor ſtandeth , nor leeperh, ) as faſt is our hand- 
breadth of this short winrer=night fiying aways and the sKie of 
our long laſting day drawing near it's breakiog, Except your 
Lo: bepleaſccro plead for me, againſt theryravny of Prelatsy | 
6hall be forgorren in thus priſon; tor they did sbape my doomyac- 
cording totheir new lawleſs Canons, which is, that a deprived 
miniſter shall be urrerly ſilenced, and not preach at all , which 
1 acrucity , contrary tothcir own former praftices. Now the 
onely wiſe God , the very God of peace confirm , firengrhen 
aod eſtablish your Lo: upon the ſtone laid in Afons and be with 
you for ever. 

«Aberd. 1637. Your Lo : at all reſpeFive obedience in 

his ſweet Lord Feſws, S. K+ 
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Race, mercy and peace be royou : Iloog to hear how 

your ſoul proſpereth: I carneſtly defire your 00- going to- 

ward your countrey: I know, ye ſee your day melteth away by 
little & little, and that in short time ye will be put beyond Time 5 
bounds; for Life is apoſt thar ſtandeth not ſtill, & our joyes here 
are born weeping , rather then laughing, & they dic weeping, 
Sin, Sio, this body of fin & corruption, unbirtereth & poiloneth 
all our enjoyments. O that were where I sball Ga no more'© 
to be freed of theſe chains & iron ferrers , that we carry abour 
- withus! Lordlooſethe ſad priſoners, Who ofthe children of 
God have nor cauſe to ſay , that they bave their fill of this vain 
life, & like a full & fick ſtomack) to wisb at mid-ſupperthat the 
ſupper were cnday, & the table drawen) that the Gick aan might 
via to bed & enjoy reſt? We have cauſe to tire at mide ſupper i 
By Lac 
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the beſt melles, rhat this world can dreſs up for us, & tocry ro 
God , that he would remove thetable, & pur the (in-lick fouls 
to reſt with himſclf, O for a long play-d.ry with Chriſt, & our 
long laſting vacance otreſt ! Glad may theic fouls be chat are 
fatc over firth 4 Chrilt having payed the fraught - H tppy are 
they, whoſhave paſt their hard and weariſom time of appt entice 
chip, and arc now free-men and citizens, 1n that joytull high 
Cty » the a<w Ierulalem. Alas ! that ws should be glad of » 
and rejoyce in our fereers, & our priſon» houles & this dear Ins 
1127, a life of ha, where weare abſent from our Lord , and fo tar 
from our home. O that wecould yet bonds & Law- ſaretis ip of 
oarlove , that it faſten nor it (clt on theſe clay» dreams z th.lc 
clay-thadows and worldly vaaitics! We might bz oftencr 
ſcoring what they are doing in heaven , & our heart more fie- 
quently upon our (weet trealure above: We ſmell of the ſinoke of 
tho lower houſe of the earths becauſe oar heart & out thoughts 
arc here; If we could haunt up with God » we 5hou'd ſmell of 
heaven ard of our countrey above, and we should look like our 
country , and like ſtrangers or prople not born or brought up 
here away : Our crofles would not bire upon us, if we weie 
heavenly minded. I know noobligation the ſaints have to this 
world , ſeeing we fare burupoathe ſmoke of it; & if there be 
any lanoke in the houſe y it bloweth upon our eyes: all our pare 
of the table is ſcarce worth a driok ; , and whcn weare 
ſiriken we dare not weep , bur ſtzal our griefaway betwixt our 
Lord and usy and content our (elves with ftollen ſorrow brhinde 
backs, God be thanked, wehave many things that ſo ſtroake us 
againſt the hair, as we may pray >God keep our better home,God 
bleſs our Father's houſe, & not this ſmoke , that blowtth us to 
ſeek our beſt lodping. 1 am ſure,this is beſt fruit of the croſs 
when we,from the rard fare of the dear lnncs,cry the morexthat 
God would ſend afar wind , toland us, bungred & oppreſſed 
ſtrangers, at the door of ourFatber's houſeywhich now is made in 
Chriſt our kindly heritage. O then ler us pull up the ſtakes and 
ſoups of our tent, & rake our tent on our back, & goe with our 
flirting toour beſt bome, for bere we have no continuing ciey? 1 
am vauting in hope herezto (ce what my Lord will doc with me: 
Ler 
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Ler bim make of me what he pleaſeth; providing be make 

lory to himſclfour ofme , 1 care not. Thope, yea l am now 
| that I am for Chriſt,and all that 1 cav or may make is for 
him; Iam his eyalaſting debrter or dyvour , and ſhll shall 
be ; for alas | have nothing for him, & he gerteth liccle ſervice 
of me ! Pray for me, that our Lord would be plcaſed ro give 
me houſce room, that I may ſerve him 1a the calling he bath 
called me unto. Grate be with you. 


Aberd, 1637. Yours in bs ſweer Lord 
leſws. S.R. 


— 
—— 


fo ROBERT STUART. 


My Very dear Brother, 
(= » mercy & peacebeto you: Ye arc heartily wel- 


come to my world of ſuffering, & heartily welcome to my 
Maſtct's bouſe , God give you much joy of your new Maſter * 
If ] have been in the houſe before you, 1 were not flithfull ra 
gtvethe houſe an ill name, or to ſpeakevil of the Lord ofthe fa« 
mily:; I rather wish God's Holy Spirit (0 Lord breath upon me 
with that Spirit) to tell you the fashions ofthe houſe. One 
thing I can ſay, by on-waiting ye will grow a great man with 
the Lord of the houſe : Hang oaztill ye ger ſome good from 
Chriſt: Lay all your loads & your weights by faith upon Chriſt: 
Eafe your ſelf, & let him bear all: he can, he dow, he will bear 
you, howbeic hell were upon your back, 1 recjoyce that he is 
come » & hath choſen you is the furnaces it was even there 
where ye & he ſer _=_ that is an old gatc of Chriſt's, he kerp® 
eth the good old fashion with you, that was in Hoſea's days » 
Hoſ. 2» 14+ Therefore behold I will allure ber , E9 bring ber to 
the wilderneſs, & ſpeak tober beart : There was no talking to 
her heart, while he & she were in the fair & flouriching city, & 
at caſe; buc out in the cold, hungry, waſte wilderneſs, he allure 
eth her, he whiſpered nezwesin ro her car there, & ſaid, Thou 


art mine. What would ye think offucha bod Ye may ſoos 
dee 
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doe worſe then ſay, Lord,bolds all, Lord leſus, a bargain be is, 
it shall net goe back on my fide. Y c have gotten a great adyan= 
tage iv the way to heaven) that ye have ſtarted ro the gareſia 
the morning; Like a fool as I was, 1 ſuftcred my fan to be high 
inthe heaven, & near afternoon, before ever I rook the gate by 
the cnd: 1 pray you now, keep the advantage ye have: My hearty 
be not lazie, ſet quickly up the brac on bands & feer , as if the 
laſt pickle of ſand were running out of your glaſs, & death were 
coming to turn the glaſs; & be very carctull ro take heed to 
your feet y in that ſlippery & dangerous way of youth, thar ye 
are walking inz The devil & temptations now have the advan- 
tage gr of you , & are upon your wand-hand & your 
working hand: Dry timber will ſoon take fire: Be coverous & 
greedy of the grace of God, & bewaretbatir be cor holineſs 
that cometh onely from the croſs , for too many are that way 
diſpoſed, Pſal. 78, 34. When he ſlew them then they ſought himy 
& they returned & enquired early aſter God.v. 36. Neverthe= 
leſs they did flatter him with their mouth) & they lyed unto him 
with their tongues, It is a part of our hypocrilic , to give God 


fair white words, when he hath us io his g/ips (ifl may ſpeak 


ſo) and to flatter him, till we win tothe fair fields again. Try 
well green godlineſs, and examine, what ir is yelove in Chriſt: 
If ye love but Chriſt's ſun fide , and would have onely ſum- 
mer-weather and a land gate, nor a ſea wayto heaven, your 
profeſſion will play you a flip, and the winter well will goe dry 
again in ſummer : Make no ſports nor bairns play of Chriſt : 
But labour for a ſound and lively fight of fin , that ye may 
judge your ſelf an undone man , adamned ſlave of hell and fin, 
one dying in your own blood, except Chriſt come and ruc upon 
you, and take you up; and therefore make ſure and faſt work of 
conyerſion : Caſt the earth deep z and down, down with the 
old work, rhe — of confufion, that was there before;and 
ler Chriſt lay new work, and make a new creation within you: 
look if Chriſt 'srain goeth down to the root of your withered 
plants z andif his love wound your heart , while ic blced with 
ſorrow for (inzand if ye can pant and fall a ſwoon, and be like ro 
dic forthat loycly one, Jeſus: I know, Chriſt will nog ro be hid 


where 
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where be is, grace will ever ſpeak for it ſelf , & ber fruirfull in 
weldoing : The ſanGtified croſsis a fruirfull tree, ir bringerh 
forth many apples. FI sbould tell you by ſome weak -xperi- 
ence » what | havefound in Chriſt , ye or others could hard'y 
belecye me: I thought not the hundred part of Chriſt long 
fince, that] doe now ; though alas my thoughts are ſtill in» 
finitely below his worth, Ihave a dwming z lickly and paincd 
bf, for a reall poſleſſion of him , and am troubledfwith love- 
braſhes and Jove-fevers, but iris a ſweet pain: 1 would refuſe 
no conditions , not hell excepted , [reſerving alwayes God's 
hatred] ro buy poflcflion of Jeſus; bur alas | am not a merchant, 
who havcany money to give for him ; 1 muſt eicher come ro a 
good cheap marker » where wares are had for nothing , el(cl 
goec home empty : But I have caſteo this work upon Chriſt, ro 
ger me himſclf; 1 have his faich & truth & promiſe [as apawne 
of Mis} all engaged, that [ shall obtainthat » which my hungry 
dchires would be at, & I eſteem thatrhe choice of my happinefs: 
And for Chriſt's crofs , eſpecially the garland & the flower of 
all croſlcs, to ſuffer for bis name , I eſteem it more z then I can 
wiiteor ſpeaktoyou; And Iwiiteit under mine own hand to 
you , itis one of the ſteps of the ladder up to our countrey , & 
Chriſt [wboever b: one} is Nill ar che heavy end of this black 
tree, & (ortis butasa frath:rrome: I nced nor run at lcifure, 
becauſc of a burthen on my back ; my back never bare the hike 
of it, the more heavily croſled for Chiit the foul is , it is ill 
the lighter for the journey. Now would to God y all cold- 
blooded, frint-hearted ſouldiers of Chrift, would look again 
te Jeſus z & to his love 3 & when they look , I would have | 
to look again & again, and fill themfelves with bcholdiog of 
Chriſt's b:auty 3 & I dareſay then , rhar Chriſt should come in 
greatcourt & requeſt with many : The virgins would flock faſt 
about the Brideg room , they would embrace and take hold of 
him , and not let him goe. Bur when have Poken ofhim till 
my head rive, I have faidjuſt nothing , I may begin again: 
A God-head , a God: head is a world's wonder : Set ren thou- 
ſand thouſand new made worlds of angels and cleft men , and 
doublc theaa in number » ten thouſand , thouſand , thouſand 


times 
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imes, let their heart and tongues be ten thouſand thouſand 
tics more agile and large, then the heart & tongues of the Se. 
raphims, that ſtand with fix wings before him , I/. 6. 2. When 
they have ſaid all for the glotifying & prailiog ofthe Lord Je. 
ſus, they have but ſpoken little or nothing: his love will bide 
all poſlivle creatures to praiſe. Oh if I could wear this tongue to 
the fump » incxtolling his highnels' bur it is my daily grow- 
ins ſorrow , that I am confounded with his incomparable lovey 
& he do:th ſo great things for my ſoul , & he got never yer any 
rhing of me worth the (peaking of. Sir z I charge you , heip 
metopraiſehim:; Iris ashame to ſpeak of what he hath done 
for me » & what [doeto himagain ,} lam ſure, Chriſt hath 
many drowned Dyvours in heaven befide hims and when we 
are convecneds man & angel, at the great day, in that fair laſt 
meeting » we are all but his drowned Dyyours: Itis hard ro 
ſay, who owcih bim moſt; If men could doe no more , I would 
Layethem to wonder; If we cannot be falled with Chiiſt's love , 
we may be tilled with wonderirg, Sir, I would I could pers 
ſwade youy to grow ſicx for Chriſt, and to long after him & be 
pained v ith love forhimſelf ; but his tongue 1s in heaven, who 
candocit! To him and his rich grac: I recommend you, 1 
pray you » pray for me » and forger not topraiſe, 


«Aberd. June. 19. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Felwus, S. KR. 


— 


e——_ 


Tothe Lady, 
TG GT FF . TC WW Ob 


MISTRESS 

Races mercy & peace be to you: I long to know how 
matters ſtand berwixt Chriſt and your ſoul: 1 know ye 
finde him ſtill che longer the better ; time cannorchaoge bim 
in his loves ye may our ſclifebbe and flow , riſe & fall , wax 
& wane, but your Lordis this day as he was yeſterday ; & 
is your comfort , that your ſalvation is not rolled npon 
wheels of your own making » ncither haye ye to doe with 
a Chriſt 
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a Chriſt of your own Shaping : God hath fiogled out a Medize 
tor » ſtrong & mighty , if ye & your burdens were as heavy as 
ren hills or hells, he is able ro bear you, & ſave youro the utter« 
moſt: Your ofren ſecking to him cannot make you a burden to 
him. I know, Chriſt compaſſionaterth you,& ada a moan for 

, in all your dumps, & under your down-caſtiogs; but it is 
= for you that he hiderh himſelf ſomerimes,ir is nor nicene(s, 


rieneſs , nor coldneſs of love , that cauſcth Chriſt withdraw, & 
flip-in under a curtain & a vail , that ye cannot (ee him ; bur he 
knoweth , ye could not bear with up» ſailes, a fair gaile, a full 
moon & a high ſpring-ude of his felt Jovey& alwayes a fair ſum= 
mer-day & a ſummer. ſun of a felt & poſſeſſed & embracing Lord 
| + His kilfes & his viſits to his deareſt ones arc thin ſowen: 

e could not let our his rivers of loyc upon his own » but theſe 
rivers wou'd bein hazaid to looſe a your plant at the root; & 
he knoweth this of you: Yeshould therefore friſt Chriſt's kind. 
neſs , asroit's ſenſible and full manifeſtarions, till ye and he 
be aboveſun and moon : that is the countrey where ye will be 
enlarged for that love, which ye dow pot now contain, Caſt 
the burden of your ſweer bab:supon Chriſt , and lighten your 
heart by laying your A{/ upon him , be will be their God. | 
hopetolece you up the mountain ver, and glad in the falyation 
of God: Frame your (elf for Chriſt , aud gloom nor upon 
his croſs, I fnde him fo ſweet, that my love, ſuppole [ 
would charge it to remove from Chriſt , would not obey me: 
His love hath ſtronger fiogers then ro let goe it's grips of us, 
bairns, who cannot goe but by ſuch a hold as Chriſt. Iris 
good that we want I:gs of our own » fince we may borrow 
from Chriſt : & it is our happineſs that Chriſt is under an aF 
of cautionry for heaven, & that Chriſt is booked in heaven, 
at the principal debrer, for ſuch poor bodies as we are. I requeſt 
you » giverthe L aird your lus hand thanks for his care of me, 
that he hath appeared io publike for a priſoner of Chriſt: 1 pray 
& wiite mercy & peace and bleflings to bim and bis. Grace, 

race be with you foreyer. 

Aberd, 1637. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 

Jeſus S.R. 
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To Mr JOHN FERGUSHILL, 
Reverend & Dear Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace be royous My longings & defires 

for a ſight oo new builded tabernacle ofChriſt again in 
Scotland , that rabernaclethat camedown from heaven , hath 
now taken ſome life again , when I ſee Chriſt making a mint ro 
ſowe vengeance among his enemies. I care not » if this land be 
ripe for ſuch a great wonderfull mercy;but I knowzhe muſt doe, 
when ever it is done, without hire.l fhode the ericf of my hlence 
& my f-ar to be bolden at the door of Chrift*s houſe (welling 
upon Me: and the truth is, were it not that I am dated now and 
then with pieces of Chiiſt's ſweer love and comforts, 1 fear 1 
chould have made an ill browſ? of this honourable croſs, that 1 
know ſuch a ſoft & filly.-minded body as I amyts not worthy of: 
For I have little in me but ſoftnels and ſuperlative and exceſcive 
apprehentions of fear, and Gdnefs + and ſorrow , ard often God's 
terrors doe ſurround me, becauſe Chriſt looketh not fo favoura- 
bly upon me, as a poor witneſs would have him: And I wonder, 
howlhave paſt ayear& a _— impriſonment, without sham- 
ing my ſweet Lord, to w hom Idefirero be faithfull ; & [think 
I shall die but even minting and aiming to ſerve and honour my 
Lord Jeſus: Few know how toom & empty I am at home; bur it 
is a part of Marriage-love & husband- love; that my Lord Jeſus 
goeth not tothe ſtreets with his chiding againſt me: Ir is bur 
ſiollen & concealed anger that I finde & feel , and his glooms to 
me are kept under roof,that he will not have mine enemies hear. 
ing whar is betwixt mc & Chriſt; And belceveme , Ifay the 
truth in Chriſt the onely gall and wormwood in my cup,& thar 
which hath filled me with fear; hath been. leſt my finszthar ſun & 
moon & the Lord's children were never witneſs to, should have 
moved my Lord to ſtrike me with dumbſabbarhs: Lord pardon 
my ſoft & weak jealouſieszif I be here in an error. My tery dear 
Brother, I would have looked for morelarge & more particular 
letrers from you, for my comfort in this; for your words before 
have ſtrengthned me; 1 pray you , mend this, and be thankfull 
aud 
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& paiofull , while ye have a piece or corner of the Lord's vines 
yard ro dreſs, O would ro God,I could have leave to follow you 
to break the clods!bur | wishT could command my foul filence, 
& wait upen the Lord. Iam fure,while Chriſt lives I am well 
enough /riend-ſlead: 1 hope he will extend his Kindneſs & po- 
wer for me; but God bethanked, it is not worſe with me, then 
a croſs for Chriſt & his truth, I know he a:ighe > TP 
upon many more choiſe & worthy witnelles, if he haJ'pleaſed ; 
but 1 ſeck no more (be what timber I will, ſuppoſe 1 were made 
ofa picce of hell) then thar ny Lord, in his finite art , bew 
glory to his name & enlargment to Chriſt's Kingdom our of 
me. Oh that I could attain to this, ro deſire that my fſpart of 
Chiiſt mighr be laid in pledge for the _ _—_ of Chriſt's 
thranein Britain ! Let my Lord redeem the pledge, or , if he 
pleaſe, let it fink & drown unredeemed;: Bur what can 1 adde to 
him ? Or what way cana {morh:red & born-down priſoner (er 
our Chiiſt in open market , as a lovely & delireable Lord , to 
many ſouls? | know, he fecth co his own glory better then my 
ebbe thoughts can dream of, & that the wheels & paces of this 
poor diſtempered Kirk arein his hands, & that things shall roll 
as Chriſt will have them ; Onely, Lord zryſt the watrer (o, as 
Chriſt may be made a housholder & Lord againin Scotland, & 
wer faccs ſor his departure may bedried, at his {weer & much 
defircd welcome home. 1 ſee in all our trials, our Lord will oor 
mix our wares & his grace over hcad through other; bur he will 
have cach man to know his own, thatthelixe of me may ſay, in 
my ſuff:ringe, This is Chriſt's grace, & this is but my conrſe 
Ruff,t! iris ri e orace & this is but nature reaſon: We knows 
what our legs would play us » if they should carry us through 
al! our waters; and the leaſt thing our Lord can have of us, 
is, toknow wreare prace's debrers y or grace's dyvours, and 
that nature is ofa baſe houſe and blood, and prace is berter 
born, & of kin & Llood ro Chriſt & of a better houſe. Oh that 
I were fice of thar [8dol, that thry call -wy ſelf , and chat Chriſt 
were for my {«l;, & mv ſel; a decourted cipher & a denied & for- 
ſwern thing ! Butthat proud thing, #ny ſelf , will not play, 
except it ride op frac jor fide with Chriſt » or rathcr =_ 

piace 
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place befor: him. O my ſelf, another devil, azevil as the 
prince of devils, if thou could give Chriſt the way & take thin® 
own room +» which is to fir as low as nothing or corruption ! 
O bur we have much necd ro be ranilomed & redeemed ; b 
Chriſt , from that maſter-ryrant , that cruel &lawleſs Lord , 
our (elf » Nay » when I am ſeeking Chriſt, & am our ofmy 
(15, | have the third part of a (quinr eye upon that yain, vain 
thing, my ſel}, my ſel/, & ſomerhiog of mine own? But I muſt 
hold here. I deſire you to contribute your help, ro ſeeifl can 
be reſtored tomy waſted & loſt Aock.. I (ce nor how it can bez 
except the Lords would procure me aliberty to preach ; and 
they have reaſon: 1, Becauſe the oppolers & my adverſaries 
have practiſed their new Canons upon me,whereofone is, That 
no deprived Miniſter preach, under the pain of excommunicati« 
0n- 2. Becauſe my oppoling of theic Canons Was 2 ſpecial thing 
that incenſed Sid ſer, agaioſt me. 3. Becauſe ] was judicially ac- 
caſ:d for my book againſt the Armintans, & commanded by 
the Chancellourto acknowledge, | had done a fault in writing 
2oainſt Dr lack (on » a wicked Arminian. Pray for aroomin 
the houſe ro ne. Grace, grace be (as it 1s) your portion. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in bis ſweet Loyd 
Feſus, S. R. 


— _— OS ——————— —_——— 


To JOHN STUART, 
Proveſt of Ayr. 
Worthy Sir. , 


Race,mercy & peace beto you: I log for thetime, when 
{ shall ſce rhe beauty of theLord in his houſe,&& would be as 
glad of it,as of any light on carth,to ſee thehalt,the blinde&rhe 
lame,come back ro Zion with ſupplicationszTer:3 1$,9.goi 
& weeping & (ceking the Lord , asking rhe way to Zoon wit 
their faces thitherwardler.$0+45,6.% to (ce the woman travels 


hog io birch, delivered of the man childe,of a bleſicdReforma. 
F tiom 
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tion. If this land were humbled, Iwould look that our skie sbould 
clear, & our day dawn againz & ye Should then bleſs Chriſt, who 
is content to ſave yoar travel , & to give himſclfro you, in pure 
ordinances on this fide of the ſea, I know , the mercy of Chrif 
is cogaged by promiſeto Scotland » notwithſtanding he bring 
wrath » as Ifear he hall , upon this land, 1am waiting on 
for enlargement , & half-content that my faith bow, if Chriſt, 
while be bow it, keep it unbroken 3 for who goerh through a 
fire without a mark or a ſcald. I ſcethe Lord making ule of 
Chis fire, to ſcour his veſlcls from their ruſt. Ohthar my will 
were ſilent, & as a childe weaned from the breaſts ! 7ſal. 13 1. 
But alas , who hath an heart that will give Chriſt the laſt word 
in flyting , & will hear & not ſpeak ayain* Oh! conteſtations 
& quarrelous replies (as a ſoon» ſagled ſpirits] doe well tobe an« 
gry, even to the death, lon. 4: 9+) (mcll ofthe ſtink of ſtrong 
corruption. O bleſſed ſoul that could ſacrifice his will & goe 
to heaven, having loſt his will , & made = — of it to 
Chriſt! I would ſcek po more , but that Chriſt were abſolute 


King over my will, & that my will were a ſufferer in all croſſes, 


without mecting Chriſt with ſuck a word, why is it thas? 1 with 
till, chat my love had bur leave ro ſtand beiide beaurifull Jeſus, 
& to get the mercy of looking ro him & buraing for him, ſup- 
poſe poſlcfſion of him were ſuſpended & fuiſted , till my Lord 
fold rogether the leaves & two lides of the little shephcrds tent 
of clay. Oh what pain is in longing for Chriſt, under an over» 
clouded and eclipſed affurance ! Whar is harder then to burn, 
and dwine wich longing and deaths of love, and then to haye 
blanks &uninked paper,for aſſurance of Chriſt in real fruition or 
policfiion ? © how (weet were one line or balf a letter of a writ- 
gen aſſurance under Chrift*s own hand ! Bur this is our exer- 
ciſe daily , thar guiltineſishall overmilt and darken aſſurance; 
It is a miracle to belceve bur for a finner to belceve is two 
miracles, Bur O what obligations of love are weunder to 
Chriſt , who beareth with our wilde apprehenfions z in ſuffer» 
ing therh tro nick=name ſweet Jeſus » & to puta lye upon his 
good name ! If he bad not been God , andiflong-ſuffering in 
Chriſt were not like Chriſt himſclf, we should long agoe hare 

broken 
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Id broken Chiſt's mercies in twopicces, and put an 116n bar upon 
bo our own Galvation, that mercy should not have been able ro 
re © break or overleapy bur long. ſuffering in God, is God himſelf, 
it W & that is our ſalvation » & the ability of our heaven is in God: 


He knew ( who ſaid, Chrijt in you the hope of glory, Col. r. 25. 
For our hope & the botrom & pillars of it 15 Chriſt-God )finners 


it, WB arc anchor-falt & made ftable in God: Sorthar if God doe not 
FT) change ( which 1s impoſſible) then my hope $shall nor flutuar, 
of Þ © (wcrrt ſtavility of ſure=bottomed ſalvation ! Who could win 
all B heaven it chis were not ? & who could be ſaved if God were not 
1. & God, & ifhe were nor ſuch a God as he is? O God be thanked, 
id B that ous Salvation is coaſted & Linded & shored upon Chriſt, 
ns whois maſter 0) winds & ſtorms | & what ſea- winds can blow 
me B the coaſt or the land out of it's place ? Bulwarks are often caſten 
ng | down » bur coaſts are not removed ; but ſuppoſe that were, or 
oe © might be , yct God Cannor reel nor remove. Chrhat we goe 
ro | from this ſtrong and unmovezbic Lord , and that we looſe our 
ate | ſelves (ifir were in our power) from bim 1 Alas, ourgreen 
©, BY & young love hath not taken with Chriſt, being unacquaint- 
ich Y cd with him: Heis ſuch a wide and broad and deep and high 
is, & and lurpaſſiog (weerneſs, that our love is too little for him: But 
p- O itour love, little as it is, could rake band with his great and 
xd BY buge (weernels and rranſcendeor excellency ! O thrice bleſſed 
nt aod crernally bleſſed are they , whoare our of themſelves & a- 
ers Y bovethemſclves » that they may be in love united to him! I 
ro, Y am ofcen rolling up & down the thoughts of my faint & ſick de- 
ve ices, of expreſſing Chriſt's glory before his people; but I ſee not 
,or © through the throng of impediments, &cannot finde eyes to look 
Its higher , and !ol put many things in Chriſt's way to hinder 
ets him , that | know he would but laugh at , & with one ftzide ſer 
re: & his foot over them all, 1 know not, if my Lord will bring me 
wo © tohis ſanctuary or nor; but 1 know, he hath the pl>ciog of mes 
to BY either within or without the houſe,& that nothing will be done 
= without him: Bur I am often thinking & ſaying, within my (elf, 
his that wy dayes flecaways and 1 fee nogood, neither yet Chriſt's 
rin work thriving z and it is ikethe grave $hallprevent the anſwer 
ave ©! my defires of faying fouls » as I wouldz Butalas I cannor 
cen T 3 | make 
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make right work of his wayes, I ncither fpell nor read my 
Lord's providencearight: My thoughts goca way , that 1 fear 
they mcer not God ; for itis like God will cot come the way 
of my thoughts: and I cannot be taught to erucifie ro him my 
wiidom & d.hicsys & to make him King over my thoug hrs , 
for I would have a Princedom over my thoaghts, & would 
boldly & bliacly preſcribeto God » & guide my (:If in a way 
of my own making: tut 1 hold my peace here y let im doe 
his will, Grace , Crace be with you. 


Acrd. 1637. Y our: in bis ſweeteſt Lord 
and M er , S_.R. 


To SSaMRMSSI LL EMS 


Much koncured Sir. 


] Lovg to hcar how vour ſoul pro'percth, I earneſtly defire 


you, totry how matters ({tavd between your loul & the Lord: 
thiak it oo caly marttcr to take heaven by violence; Salvation 
cometh now to the moſt part of wen in a night dream: there is 
no ſcarcity of taith now » ſuch as it is; for ye shall not now light 
upoa the man , who vill nor lay , be hath faith in Chriſt : Fur 
alas ! dreams make no man's nights. Horiby Sir, I befecch 
you in the Lord , give your ſoul no r:\t, rill ye havereall allur. 
ance, & Chiilt's tights confirmed & (calcd ro your ſoul : The 
common futh & comrrey bolineſs & week-day's zeal z th:t is 
among pcople y will acver bring men to heaven: Take patrs 
for your [al vation; for in that dayswhen ye $hall ſce mary mens 
labours% conquells & wrdol-:iichcs lying 10 acheswhen the earth 
& all the works thereot shall be burne with tire, O how deara 
price would you ſoul vive for God's favour in Chriſt ! Icisa 
blul:d thing to feexChriſt with up-ſem,& to read over your pa- 
pers & {oul-accounts with fair day light : It will aor be rime to 
Cty for a lamp,when the Bridcgroom 1s eatred into his Chamber, 
& the door 6hut. Fygfy upon blinded & bale ſouls, whoare come 
0116s 
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gArting whoredom with this idol-c lay , & hvoting 2 poor 
wretched | nangry heaven: a huvgry break-aft Aday*s m.cat,tom 
this hungry worl {, with the forfeitine of God's Favours & the 
ari Kin” 0: ex their heaven over the bouur!! {-s men ule to ſpeak] 
end Laugh cer & ſports of this Shot forenmon! All that is une 
this vault of heaven & hetwixt us & death y» & inthis tide of 
ſn & cmo00n,arc but toycs nighr-vifion cghe:de fancies, pon $has 
dows,watery froth, gollefs yanities,at their beſt; & black hearts, 
(alt,& fowre n ulcries, fugarcd over& confeicd with an hour's 
"\rer orewo:& the conceiit of riches, honour, vainsvain Court 
ricls pleaſures, Sir, if ye look both cothe laughing tice & 

e wer ping ti le of this world , & if ye look n Qt on: ly u pon the 

2 & colour of thi Ines, but in to their inwards, & the heart of 
xcellency.vecha!l ſe that one look of Chrilt*s ſweer& los 
yc,ontk kils of his faireſt faceyis worth ten thouſarnd wo: ids 
roteen Ruff as the foolich ſons of men {cr the 


eare UP 


it 
Cir,turn, rurn your kc2rt to the other fide of thin 195, & 
oace free of thele erranglicments y to contider Eternity 
,, the clay- bed, the Grave, awſom Judgement, everlaſting 


4 ack 1n Hell, where Death would give as grear a price 

:rea Market , where Death might be bo 10h & | od} 

2: all che world. Cont ler heave n&olory; B vt al 1s, why (pe 'k 
I 0! 9 ma theſe thin2s , which have not entered intorhke 
heart of man ro confi; Yo Look intothoſe depths [ without a bot= 
Mm lo of flovelinefs, [weerneſs, beauty, excell:ncy, glory, goode 

; grace & mercy. _ arein Chriſt, & ye thall chencry down 

the whole world & all he glory of it » even when ir 15 come to 
th: ſummerebloom » & ye shall ery, up with Chriſt, up v; th 
C brilt's father , up with ecernity of glory. Sir, there is a great 
leal of lefs ſand in your glals, then when | ſw you; & your aitcre 
noon 1s nearer even tid: gow then it was, As 2 tiood carried back 
oth ſea, ſo doth the Lord's ſwilt poſt, Time,carry you & your 
its wit! h wings totheoraves Yeeat & drink, ————__ ſtancth 
not (till; ;ye laugh, bur your day fer b away; ye (1: , bat vour 
hours are reckoned & put by hand. O how fan oy aj l me; ur 
vou out of the poor & cold & hungry Innes of this lite! & then 
what will yelterday $ chort-boro x pleaſures doe ro you » but be 
T 3 a1 
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as a ſnow-ball mclred away, many years ſince, or worle ; for the 
memeric of theſe pleaſores uſcrh ro fill the ſoul with burerneſle, 
Time & expericnce will prove this to be true ; & dyivg men, 
if they could ſpeak z would make this good . Lay no moic on 
the creatures , thenthey are ablerocarry; Lay your { ul 2nd 
our weights upon God: Make bim your onely , onely beſt 
loved: Yourcrrand to this life is ro make ſure an eternity of 
lory to your ſoul, and to match your ſoul wita Chilſt : your 
OE ifit were morethen all the love of angels in one, is 
Chriſt's duc: Orher things worthy in themiclycs » in relped} 
of Chriſt , are not worth a windleſirarw » or a diiok of cold 
water. Idoubt not , butio death ye will ke all thiogs more 
diſtintly , and that then the world $hall bear ro more bulke 
then it is worth , & that ther it shall couch and be contiatted 
into nothing , & yeshall ſee Chriſt longer , higher , broader & 
dcepery then eyer he was, O blefſcd conqueſts to loſe all things & 
ra-gain Chriſt ! 1 know not what yehave , if ye want Chriſt; 
Alas » how pooris your gain , if theearth were all yours in free 
heritage , holding it of no man ofclay, if Chriſt be nor yours? 
O ſeek all midfes , lay all oarsin the water , pur forth all your 
power, and bend all your endeavours, to put away & pait with 
all things, that ye may gain and enjoy Chriſt : try & ſearch his 
word, & ſtriveto goc aitep above and beyone ordinaty profel- 
ſours, & reſolve to ſweat more and run faſter then they doe, for 
Salvation; mens mid-way cold and wiſe courſes in godlineſs, & 
their neighbour-like,cold & wiſc pace to heavenywill cauſe many 
a man want his lodging at oighe, & hein thehclds. 1 recome 
mend Chriſt & his love to your ſeeking , and your fclt ro the 
tender mercy & rich grace of our Lord, Remember my love 
io Chriſt ro your wife; 1 deſire ber ro learn ro make her foul's 
anchor faſt upon Chriſt himſclf: Few are ſaved : Let her cone 
fider , what joy the ſmiles of God in Chriſt will be » & whar the 
love. kiſles of ſweet , ſweet Jeſus , & a welcome-home to the new 
Ieruſalem from Chriſt's own mouth » will be to her ſoul ; when 
Chriſt 5hali fold rogether the clay tent of her body , & lay it by 
his hand for a time , till che fair morning of the generallreſur- 
rectioo, I ayouch bctore God y man and Avge, that I have 
not 
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not ſeen , nor Can imagine a lover to be comparable to lovely 


Jeſus: 1 would not exchange or niffer him with ten heavens: 
If h:aven could be without him, what could we doe there © 
Grace, grace be with you. 

Aberd, 1637. Your ſoul's eternal well- 
wither , S.R. 


To CASSINCARRIE. 


Much honoured Str. 
\ Race , mercy and peace betoyou : Ihave been too loog 

in writing to you. I am confident ye have learnee to prize 
Chrilt, & his love & favour , more then ordinary profefiours , 
who ſcarce ſee Chriſt with half an eye, becauſe their fight ts 
taken up with cyiog & liking the beaury of this over-guilded 
world , that promiſerh fairto all it's lovers , but in the push 
ofatrial , when aced is, can give nothing bur a fair beguile- I 
know ve are not ——=— . thar men come not to this world , as 
ſome loetoa marker, toſecand be ſeen 3 or as ſome come ra 
behold a May-game , and onely to behold and to goc home 
again : Yecame hitherto treat with God , and to _ with 
him in his Chriſt, for ſalvation to your ſoul , & to ſeek recon- 
ciliation with aa angry and wrathtul God, in a covenant of 
peace made to you in Chriſt, &rhis is more then an ordinary 
(port, or the play , that the greateſt part of the world give their 
heart unto: Andtherefore, Wortby Sir, I pray you bythe 
ſalvation of your ſoul , and by the mercy of God , & your come 
pearance before Chriſt , doe this in ſad earneſt , & ler nor falyati< 
on be your by-work, or your holy-day'srask onely, or a work 
by the way : For men think, chat this may be done ip three 
dayes pace on afeather-bed , when death & they are fallen in 
hands rogether » and that with a word or twothey $hall make. 
their (oul-matters right + Alas, this is to fir looſe and unſure 
in the maters of our lalyation : Nay, the ſeeking of this world 
& the glory ofir, is but an ode & by-crrand that we may tip, 
ſo being we make Glvatioalurc. Oh when will mcn lcarn ro 
T 4 be 
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be that heavenly-wiſe,as to divorce from & free their foul ot all 
Idol-lovers, & make Chiiſtthe oncly , onely One, & trim & 
make ready their lamps, while they bave time & day! How ſoon 
willtbis bouſe shail, and the Inocs where che poor foul lodgerth 
fall ro the carth | How ſoon will forme fr years paſs away » & 
theo,when the day is caded,& this life's leaſeexprired, what have 
men ef world's glorys but dreams & rhoughts * O how blci:cd 
a thivg is it to labour for Chriſt , and tro make hum ſure? Know 
and try 10 time your holding of bim , & the rt12hts & charters 
of heaven, and upon what terms ye have Chriſt and the Goſs 
_ and what Chriſt is worth in your c{timarion , and how 
ghtly ye eſtcem of other things, and how dearly of Chriſt ! 1 
am ſure, if ye ſce bam in his beauty and glory , ye shalifee him 
to be allthiogs » and that incomparable jewel ot gold , that ye 
#hould ſeek , howbcir ye should (ell, wod-fer & forfeit your few 
years portion of this lite's joyes.O happy loul for evermoreywho 
can nghly compare this lite with that long-laſting life to 
come » & can ballance che weighty glory of the one , with the 
light golden vanity ofthe other ! T he day ofthe Lord is cow 
near hand, & all mcnsball come out in their black's & white” 5:23 
they are: There shall be no borrowed Iyicg colours 10 that day, 
when Chriſt shall be calledChriſt,& no longer nicknamed now 
men borrow Chriſt & his white colour, & theluſtre & lairding 
of Chriſtianity; but how many counterfeit masks will be burnt 
in th: day of God, inthe fire, thatshall burntheearth & the 
works that arc init:And howbcir Chrift kave the hardeſt part of 
It now, yet in the preſence of my Lord, whom | ſerve 1n the ſpi- 
rit , I would nor niffer or exchange Chiift's priſon » bands acd 
chains, with thegold chains & Lordly rents, & {miling & haps 
py-like heavens of the men of this world. I am far frow thoughts 
of repenting, becauſe of my loſſes & bonds for Chriſt, I wish all 
my adverſarics were as I am,except my bonds. Worthy, worthy, 
worthy for evermore is Chriſt, for whom we sbould ſuffer pains 
like hell's pains , far more the short hell that the ſaints of God 
have in this life, Sir, I wish your ſoul may be more acquainicd 
with the ſweernels of Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you, 
Abtrd, 1637, Yours in his onely Lord & Maſter, SR, 
E To 
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To bu 


% 
2 Parishoners at Anwoth. 
- Dearly beloved in our Lord. 
ve Race » mercy & peace from God our father & from our 
ed Lord Icfus Chriſt bs multiplied upon you: ] loag excced- 
'v iagly to hear of your on gNing& advancement.in your journey 
1s | rothe Kingdom of (God: My oncly joy our of 2caven is, ro bear 
{- that the leed of God fowen 1mong you 15 growing & coming to 
'"w an harveſt; torl ccalcd nor , while I was among you , 1n {lealon 
l & out of (caſon. [according tothe meaſure of erace given unto 
m me]to warn & ſtir up your mindes; & I am fiee from the blood 
ye of all men , for | bave communicated to you the whole counſel 
- of God: And 1 now again charge & waro you, inthe great & 
ho I dreadtulliname, and in the ſoveraign authority of the King 
to | of Kings and Lord of Lords; and I beſrech you allo by the 
he mercies of God , and by the bowcls of Chriſt , by your ape 
W p:arance before Chriſt telus our Lord, by all the plagues that 
as are written in God's book , by your part of the holy city» the 
iv, B nav Feriu/alem , that ye keep the truth of God, as 1 delivercd ir 
ow | to you » v:fore many witnclics , inthe light of God & his baly 
bg Angels; for now the laſt daves are come & coming, when many 
-ot BB forlake Chit Tefus, % bo ith ro yourrill ve alſo leave mefRe- 
the member that I farewarned you #9) bear the dishonouri; 2 0; the 
of Lord's bleſ]ed name, in {wezring, blaspheming, curling, At d 
pi- WU the projaning of the Lord's ſabbath ; willing you to gy ethat 
icd I day from morning to night to praying » pratſmg, bearing of 
1p. the word , cor ferring , an4 ſpeaking not your own word s 
his i bt God's words , thinkiys aud meditatins on Gid's nature » 
all word and works ; And that eviry day at r.orning and at niphs 
by, | at leaft} ve should ſanttifie the Lord by praying in vour | ouls 
ins oF «:, publickly in the bearing of all ; that 've Should in any 
| ſort ſorbear the recei:mg of the Lord's ſupper » but after the 
ied form that 1 delivered it to youzaccording to the example of Chriſt 
our Lord, that is, that ye thould fir as bar quereers, at one table 
A vita our King , & cart & drink , & divide the clements one 
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to another: Thertimber & ſtones of the church walls shall bear 
witneſs,that my foul was refreshed with the comforts of God in 
that ſupper : and that croſſing in baptiſme was unlawfully aud 
againſt Chriſt's ordinance z And that no dav (belides the (ab. 
bath, which is of his own appointment) should be kept holy, and 
ſaoctihed with preaching & the publick worship of Ged, tor the 
memory of Chriſt's birth , death , refurr:ftivn and aſcention ; 
ſcing ſuch daycs ſo obſeryed are unlawtull , wil-worship, and 
not warranted in Chriſt's word; And that every thing in God": 
wor:Lip;not warranted by Chriſl”s Teſtament & word, was un- 
lavjull; Andallo, that Idolatrv, worshiping of God before bal. 
lowed creatures , & adoring of Chriſt by knecling before bread 
& wine was unlawjull;, And that ye should be bumble , ſober, 
modeſt , orvearing pride, envy, malice, wrath, hatred, con- 
tention, debate, | ng, flandering, flealing, & de/rauding your 
neighbours in graſs, corn or cattel, in buying or ſclling, borrow. 
ing or lending, taking or giving, in bargans or covenants; And 
that ye sboul4 work with your own bands , &be content with 
that, which God bath given you; That ye should fludie to know 
God & bis will,& keep in minde the deArine sf theCatechi/me, 
which 1 taug't you carejully,Co ſpeak of it in your houſes & in the 
fields, when ye lie down at night,& when ye riſe in the morning; 
That ye 5hould beleeve in the$on of God & obey by command- 
mentiClearn to make your accounts in time with your judge, be 
cauſedcath & judgment are before you: & if ye have now penu- 
ry & want of that word, which 1 dclivered to you in abundance; 
yea (to God's honour [ ſpeak it , withour arrogating any rhing 
to my ſclf, who am bur a poor empry man) ye had as much of 
the word, in nine years while I was among you, as ſome others 
have hadin many. Mourn for your loſs of time » & repent: 
My ſoul piticth you , that ye should ſuck dry breaſts , and be 
put rodrawat dry wells, Orhat ye would eſteem highly of 
the lamb of Go, your welbcloved Chriſt Jeſus , whofe ver- 
rucs and praiſcs I preachcd unto you with joy» and which he did 
countenance and accompany with ſome power, and thar yt 
would call ro minde the many fair dayes , & glorious feaſts in 


our Lord's houſe of wine, that ye and 1 have bad = 
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Chriſt Jcſus} Burt if there be any among you that take liberry 
tolin, becauſe Iam removed from amongſt you , and forger 
that word of truth , which ye heard , andtura the grace of God 
into wantonnels;[ here,under my handin the name ofChriſt my 
Lord,write to ſuch perſons all the plagues of God,ey the curſes 
that ever I preached in the pulpit of Auv oth agaimf the chil 
dren of diſobedience; And, as the Lord liverh,the Lord Jeſus shall 
make good whar 1 write unto you: Theretoie, Dearly beloved, 
fulfill my joy : Fear the great and dreadfall name of the Lord: 
ſeek God with me. Scotland”s judgement leepeth not : awake 
& repent : the ſword of the Lord shall goc from the North to 
the South , from the Eaft tp the Weſt » and through all the 
corners of the land , and that ſword $ball be drunk with your 
blood amongſt the firſt ; and I shall ſtand up as a witneſs againſt 
you , if ye doe not amend your wayes and your doings, and 
turntothe Lord, with all your heart : 1 beſcech you allo , 
my beloved in the Lord, my joy & my Crown, offend not ar 
the ſufferings of me, the priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt ; Iam filled 
with joy and with the comforts of God : Upoa my ſalvation , I 
know & am perſwaded, it is for God's Truth, and the Honour 
of my King & Royall Prince Jeſus , I now ſuffer : and how- 
beir this rown be my priſon, yer Chriſt hath made it my palace, 
a garden of plealures, a field & orchard of delights: I 
know likewiſe , albeir I bein bonds,thar yer the word of God 
is notin bonds, my ſpirit alſois in free ward : Sweer , ſweer 
have his comforts been to my ſoul: my pea » tongue & hearr 
have not words to expreſs the kindneſs, love & mercy of my 
velbcloved ro me in this houſe of my pilgrimage. I charge 
ay to fear & love Chriſt , & ro ſeek a houſe not made with 
ands, bur your father's houſe above: This laughiog, & whites 
Skinned world beguilerch you, & if ye ſeek ic more then Gods 
it shall play you a flip , to the endleſs ſorrow of your heart # 
Alas, yl# man make many of you fallin love with Chiiſt, 
howbeir I endeayoured to ſpeak much good of him , & tocom= 
mend him to you which as it was your lin, ſoitis my forrow ] 
yer onceagain ſufter me to exhort , beſe=ch & obtreſt you in the 
Loid, co think of his love , & to bedclighted with him , who 
1s 
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is alcogerher lovely: I give you the word of a King ,yehall nor 
repent it; yeare1in my prayers yighe & day , T exnnot fore 'et 
you : | doc not cats | doc nor drink, bu 't I pray for you ll: | 
entreat you all, & eycry one 0: You, to pray for me. * Graces 
grace be wil 1 You, 


Aberd. _ 23s Yourlawſuil &@ loving 


Paijtors, Y K. 


To the Lady 
C AB BB ON HBSS 
MISTRESS. 


Beſcech you in the Lord Teſus, make every day more & more 
| by Chriſt; & try your growth in the graceot Gud , & what 
new ground ye wia daily 02 corruption ; for tiavcliecrs art day 
by day either advancin;: further on, & neare: home;or cllc they 
goc not right about tocompals their Journey ; 1 think (ti]l rhe 
berreer & better of © kit; Aly 1 know not whereto fer kim, 1 
would (o fain have him h/ or! 1 cannot let heavens above hcav - 
ens, Ul] wereri cd wit 1 Mbcring , and fet bim upon the 
higheſt ſtep & ſtory of th TRATT: ſt ot chemall: Burt iwish, 1 
could 1 wake hun S1CAt ther 0 gy the world, ſuppote niY 10:5 & 
pain & $hame were {\t tier the ſoles of his feer, that le might 
ſtaad apoa mc. 1 1cquilt you f1at cots becauſe this worl! & ye 
arc at ve & nav, & becaulc rhis is not a home that laugheth up- 
on yous The wiſe Lord, who Kknoweth you, will bave 1: fo, be- 
caule he caſterh a act for your love, to catch it & gacher it into 
himfclf ; thcrfore boar paticntly the loſs of chil _. and bur- 
deos, and othcr d1!co tentment , either within or without the 
bouſc; You Lord inthcm is ſcektyg you , and (eek ye him: 
Let none be your love & - & th: flower ol your del gits, 
bur your Lord Iclus : Set not your heart upon t: we world, tince 
God hath not mac it your poition ; for it will oor fall you to 
gettiwo portions , and tolaugh twice, and to be happy twice, 
an ro have an ut perebegven and an under-beaven too! 
Chit cur Lord and bs Gtiuts were or ſo 3 and therefore let 
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coc your grip ofthis liſe » and of the good thing of it: I hope 
your heaven groweth not hercaway : Learn daily both ro 
potſcſs & miſs Chriſt, in his ſecret bridegroom- ſmiles; He muſt 
poc & come, becauſe his infinite wiſdom thioketh ir b<R for 
you; we will be rogether one day; We hall not need to borrow 
lizhe from ſan, moon or candle; There shall be no complaints 
on cither tide ip heaven: T here shall be none there, but He & 
we, the bridegroom & the bride; Devils. remprations, trials, 
d-{(ertions» loflesy fad hearts, pain & death +hall all be put our of 
play, & the Devil muſt give up his ofce of Tempting. O bleſl- 
{+4 15 the ſoul , whoſe hope hath a face _— ſtraight out ro 
that day! It is not our part to make a treaſurc here: Any thing 
ler the covering of heaven we can build upoo , is bur all 
ound, & a ſandy toundation: Every goodthingy except God, 
iteth a bottom, & cannot ſtand it's alone ; how then can ir 
ir the weight of as? Ler us not lay a load upona windleſtraw, 
r<shall nothing fiode my weight,or found my happineſs, bur 
God: 1 know all created powershould tink under mezit I should 
lc: down upon it; & therefore it is berrer ro reſt on God, then 
lik or fall ; & weweak fouls muſt have a bottom & a being- 
\ace;, tor weecannot ſtand our alone: let us then be wife in our 
choices & chuſe & waile our 0wn blefirednels 4 which is rorruſt 
in the Lord: Each one of us hath a whore and 1dol , befides'our 
hasband CÞhrif: Burt it is our folly rodivide our narrow & little 
love: 1 will not ſerve ewo-'ts b-{t then co hold it whole & tOge 
ther, & givcireto Chriſt; for then we ger doubleintereſt for our 
love, when welend it to, & lay it out upon Chriſt,& weare ſure 
b.lidcs, that the ſtock cannot perish, Now: I can ſay no more , 
remember me: I have God's right to that people 5 howbeir by 
the violence of men,ftrongerthen I , 1am banished from you 
& calcd awav; The Lord give you mercy in the day of Chriſt; 
It may ve Godclear my sky again; howbet: there is ſmall ap. 
pearance of my deliverance : But let him doe with me whar 
feemerh good in his own eyes; lambns clay » let my potter 
tame ard fashion me as he pleaſeth. Grace be with you. 
Averd. 1637» Your lawſull & loving 
Paſtor, 5. K, 
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To SIBILLA MADAM. 


MISTRESS. 


Races, mercy & peace betoyon: Teanbear witneſs in 

my bends , that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the berter , & no 

worſe , yea, inconceivably berter then he is , orcan be, called: 
I thrak it half an heaven,to have my fill of the ſmell of his ſweet 
breath, & to ſleepin rhe arms of Chriſt my Lord , with his 
left hand under my head , & his right hand embracing me : 
There is no great reckoning tobe made of the withering of my 
flower , in compariſon of the foul & maviteſt wrongs done 
to Chriſt: Nays let never the dewof God lic upen my bran» 
ches again , let thebloom fall from my joy , and let it wither, 
let the Almighty blow out my candle, fo bring the Lord 
might b2 great among Fes and Gentiles, and his oppreſſed 
church delivered: Let Chriſt fare well , ſuppoſe I should cat 
ashes; Iknow, he muſt be ſweer himſelf , when his croſs 
is ſo ſweets And itisthepart of us all, if we marric Him. 
ſelf, to martie the croſles, loſſes, & repreaches alfo , that 
follow him ; for mercy followeth Chriſt's croſs: His priſon 
for bcauty is made of marble & ivory , his chains that are laid 
on his priſoners, are golden chains , & the tighes of the — 
of hope are perfumed with comſorts, the hike whereot cannot 
be bred , or fourd in this fide of fun & moon : Follow on after 
his love, tire not of Chriſt ; but come-in , & ſee his beauty & 
excellency , & fced your ſoul upon Chriſt's Iweerneſs : This 
world is vor yours, neither would | have your heaven made of 
ſuch mettall, as mice &clay : Ye havethe choice & waile of 
all lovers. in heaven or eur of heaven, when ye have Chriſt, the 
onely dclighe of God his father : Climb up the mountain with 
joy , & faint not; fortime willcur off the men, who purſue 
Chriſt's followers 3 Our beſt things herehavea worm in them ; 
Our joyes belidesGod,in the inner half,arc but woes & ſorrowes: 
Chriſt , Chriſt is that which our love and deſires can ſleep 
ſweetly and reſt ſafely upon. Now the very God of peace 
eſtahlizh 


Epiſt. 151. Letters. | 303 
eſtablich you in Chriſt: Help apriſoner with your prayers 
2nd entreat that our Lord would be pleaſed to vitite me , with 
a fight of his beauty in his houſe, as he hath ſometimes done. 
Grace be with you. 


«Aberd. 1637, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
*Feſws. S. R. 


To the Laird of 
A bL L Y, 


C 


IVorthy Sir. 


Race, mercy & peace be toyou? I have beentoo long, » 

| confeſs, in writing royou. My fute nowto you in pa- 
per (livce [| have no acceſs ro (peak to you as formerly) is , that 
ye would lay the foundation (ure in your youth; When ye 
begin to ſrek Chriſt , try, I pray you, upon what terms ye co- 
veuant to follow him, and lay your accounts what it may coſt 
you ; that ſummer nor winter » nor well nor woe , may not 
cauſe you change your maſter z Chriſt : Keep /aiy ro him, & 
bc honeſt & fairhfull, char he finde nor a crackin you: Surely » 
ye are now in the throng of teropration : When youth is come 
toit's faiceſt bloom , then the Devil, & the luſts of a deceiving 
world , & finare upon horſe-back, & follow with up ſails : If 
this were nots Paul needed not ro have written to a ſandtified & 
koly youth Timothy, ( a Faithfull preacher ofthe Goſpel) flee 
the luſts of youth, Give Chriſt your virgin-love, ye cannoe 
pur your love and heart in a better hand. Oifye knew him, 
and aw his beauty ! Your love» your liking , your heart , 
your deſires would clo(: with him & cleaverohim. Love T 
pature, when it ſeeth, cannot but caſt our it's ſpirit and ſtrengt 
upon amiable objeCts, & good things, & things love-worthy : 
and what fairer thing thenChriſt } Ofairſun, and fair moon 
and fair ſtars, and fair lowers, and fair roſes, and fair lilies, and 
kar creatures ; bur O ten thouſand thouſand times fairer Lord 
Jeſus ! 
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Jeſus! Alas, I wronged him in making the compariſon this 
way ! O black ſun & moon, but O fair Lord Jeſus! O black 
flowers, & black lilies & roſcs, but O fair, fair, ever fiir Lord 
Jeſus ! O all fairthings, black & deformed without beauty , 
whenye arc beſide that faireſt Lord Jeſus! O black heaven. but 
O fair Chriſt ! O black Angels , but O (urpafſingly fair Lord 
Jeſus ! 1 would frek no moreto make me happy for evermore, 
but athrough & clear fight of the beauty of Jelus my Lord: Ler 
my eyes eoJoy his fairncls, & Rare him for ever in the face, & 1 
have all that can be wished. Get Chriſt rather then gold or dil- 
yer: ſeek Chriſt, howbcit yeshould loſe all chings for Fim:1 hey 
take their marks by the moon, & look aſquinr, in looking tofair 
Chriſt, who reſolve for the world & their calc ; & for their hoe 
nour & court & credit ; or for fcar of loſſes & a fore skia, 
will turn their back upon Chriſt & his truth. Alas z boy 
many vbiinde eyes & 1quint lookers look this day in Scotland 
upon Chriſt's beauty , & they (ce a ſport in Chnit's fair face | 
Alas, thry arc not worthy of Chriſt, wholook this way upon 
him, & ſrc oo beauty in bim why they should deſire him! God 
ſend me my fill of his beauty, ifit be poſſible, chat my ſoul can 
be full of ht+ bezury here: Bur much of Ch.ift*s beauty neederh 
not abate the eager appetite of a ſoul [ſick of love for himſelf} 
to ſee him in the other world, where he is (cen as heis. 1am 
glad withall my heat, that ye have given your greeneft morn» 
mmg-agetothis Lord Jelus: Hold on, & weary not , faint not 
retol vc upon (uffering for Chriſt, but frar not ren dayes tribue 
lations for Chiift s fowre crols is ſugared with comforts , and 
bath a taſte of Chriſt himſelf. I eſtcem it my glory, my joy and 
my crown , & 1 bieſs him for this honour, to be yoked with 
Chriſt  & married with him in ſuft-ring , who therefore was 
born, & therefore carae intothe world, that be might bear wit» 
nels to the truth. Take pains above all things for (alvation, for 
without running, fighting, {weating, wreſtling, heaven is oor 
raken. O happy ſoul, that crolicth oature's Romack,% delight- 
eth ro 021 that Fair garland & crown of glory! What a feckle( 
loſ is it for you, to $oc through this wilderneſs, & never taſte 
of fin's lugared pl:aſurcs! What pOOTrer 1s aloul ro want pride, luſt, 

love 


1; 
his 
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love of thewoarld,& the vanities of this vain & whrthleſs world! 
Nature hath no cauſc to weep at the want of ſuch royes as theſe. 
Eſteem it your gain to be an heir of glory, O bur that is an eye 
[ork to a fair rent? The very hope of heaven, under troubles, is 
like wind & fails to the ſoul , & like wings, when the feet come 
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our of the ſnare. O! for what ſtay wehere? Up, up , after our 
Lord lefas , this is not our reſt, nor our dwelling : What have 
we to 4c in chis priſon, except onely rotake meat & houſe-room 
io it, fora time ' Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637: Your ſou!”s welwicher ex Chrift's 
priſoner, S. R: 


rn — 


T0 WILLIAM GORDON; 


At Kenmure. 


Dear Brother. 


 Race,mercyS&peace be to you:l have been long tn anſwer- 

( gies your lerter, which camr in good time to me. «It ism 
ai & hearty defire , that my furnace , whichis ofthe Lord's 
kindling, may ſparkle fire upon flanders- by, tothe warming of 
their hearts with God's love. The very duſt that falleth from 
Chriſt*s fect, his old cagged clothes, lis knorty & black croſs, is 
ſvecter to mc then Kings golden crowns , & their time=eaters 
pleaſures: 1 should be a liar & falle witneſs, if I sbould nor give 
myLord lefas a fair teſtimorvial,with my whole ſoul:my word I 
know will not heighten him, he needcrh net ſuch props under 
his fer, ro raife his glory high : But Oh that I could raiſc him 
the height of heaven, & the breadth & length of rea heaveos) in 
the «(t1mation of all his yount, lovers! for we haveall shapen 
Chriit bur roo narrow & rooshorty rand commpicncetils 
love in our conceit,very unworthy of i:- Oh that mcn wererak- 
en & catched with his beauty& fairneſs! They would give over 
playing with idols, ia which there is not half room for the love 
of one loul ro exſpatiat it ſelf, man's love is but brart bungered 

v - 
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1a gnawi bare bones, & ſackiog at dry breaſts: lt is well 
4 hs p. 27-4 who will nor SIE him,who hath a world 
of loreand goodneſs & bounty for all. Weſcek tothawe our 
frozen hearts at the cold ſmoke of the sbort-tiacd creature, & 
our ſouls gather neither hear , nor life , nor light ; for theſe can- 
not give to us , what they have not in thernlelves, Oh that we 
cou'd throſt in, through theſe thorns & this throog of baſtard. 
lovers z and beravithed and fick of love for Chriſt + We should 
finde ſome footing & ſome room, & ſweet cale for our cottering 
& witlcſs ſouls io our Lord, I wishit were in my power, after 
t his day, to cry downall love but the love of Chriſt , & ro cry 
down all Gods bur Chriſt, all Savieurs bur Chriſt , all welbe. 
loveds bur Chriſt, & all ſoul»ſaurtcrs , all love-beggers bur 
Chriſt, Ye complaia, thar ye wavt a mark ofthe ſound work 
of grace & lovein your ſoul, For anſwer » conkider for your 
ſariſtation (rill God ſend more) 1+ Fob» 3: 14+ Andasfor 
your complaint of Deadneſs & Doubtings; Chriſt, I hope, will 
take your deadneſs & you together ; They are bodies full of 
holes , running boils, & broken bones that need mending, that 
Chriſt rhePhyfician rakerh up: whole veſlels are nor for theMe- 
diator Chriſt's art: Publicans,fioners, whores, harlors,arc ready 
market-wares tor Chriſt; The onely thing that will bring fin- 
ners within a caſt of Chriſt's drawing armzis that which ye write 
of, ſome feeling of death & Sin, that bringeth forth complaints: 
& therefore out of ſenſe complain more, & be more acquaint 
with all the cramps ſtirches & ſoul-ſwoonings that trouble 
ou: The more pain, & the more night. watckung » & rhe moe 
a , the berter 5 A ſoul bleeding ro death , ill Chriſt were 
ſcare for, & cried-for in all haſte, ro come & ſtem the blood, and 
cloſe up the holein the wound, with his own hand & balm, were 
a very good diſcaſe, when many are dying of a whole heart. We 
have all coo little of hell-pain and rerrours that way: Nay, God 
ſend me ſach a hell , as Chriſt hath promiſed tomake a Cons 
out of. Alas , I arm not comethat far on in the way, as to ſay in 
[ad carveſty Lord leſus » great & ſoveraign Phyficean , bere is « 
paimed patient for thee. But the thing that we miſtake,is the wart 
of viftery, we bold that to be the mark of onethar hath no grace: 
Nays 
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Nay , 1 ſay, che want of fighting were a mark of no grate, bur I 
chall not ſay » the want of vittory is fuch a mark. If my fire & 
the Devil's water make crackling, like thunder in the air, I am 
the I:{s feared ;for where there 15 fire, it is Chriſt's part, that I lay 
& binde upon him , to kerp in the coal , and topray the father 
that my faith fail aor, ifl ia the mean time be wreſthog and 
d2i2g and fighting aod mourning; For prayer purteth nor Paul's 
devil [the prick mm the flech, & the meſſenger of Satan) to 
the door y at firſt ; but our Lord will hayethem rryiog eve 
one another, and let Paul fend himſelf by God's help, God keep= 
ing the takes » & moderating the play: And ye doe well, not 
to doubt, if the ground Kone be ſure, bur roy if it be ſo; for 
there is great odds between doubting that we have grace, & gry 
ing it we have grace : the former my be fin, bur the larrer is 
good. We are bur looſe in trying our iree- holding of Chriſt, & 
making ſure work of Chriſt : Holy ſear is a ſearching the camp, 
that there be Ho enemy within our boſom to berray us, and @ 
ſeeing that all be faſt & ſure: For 1 ſee many lecking veſſels fair 
before the wind, & profefſours who take their converſion upon 
truſt , & they goe on ſecurely, & ſee not to the under. warer, till 
aſtorm fink them: Each man had need twice a day & oftner ,! 
to be ryped & (earched with cardles.Pray for me, that the Lord 
would give me heuſe-room again » tohold a candle to this dark 
world, Grace » grace be with you- 
Aberd. 1637+ Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
& Maſter, S.R. 


— 


To MARGARET FULLERTON: 


MISTRESS £S. 
(> Race y mercy and peice be to you? I am glad that 
ever ye did caft your love on Chriſt, faſt.n morcand 
more love every day upon him, Oiflhadariyer of love 3 3 
ſea of love , that would never goe dry , to beſtow apon 
him ! Burt alas the pity, Chriſt hath beauty for me, bur. 
I have not loye for bim. O what paia is it, to ſee Chiiſtin 
V 2 big 
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his beauty » & then ro want a heart & love for him ! But 1 ſees 
want we muſt , trill Chriſt lend us , never to be payed again. 
O that he would empry theſe vaults and lower houſes of theſe 
poor ſouls , of theſe baſtard and baſe lovers , which we follow! 
And verily, I ſee no object in heaven orin carth , that I could 
ware this much of love upon, that I have, but upon Chriſt, 
Alas ! that clay ard tie 2nd shadows run away with our 
love » which is i! pcnt upon zoy but upon Chriſt: each 
fool at the day of jul ement shall fock back his love from the 
erearu'es » when he rhall foe them all in a fair fires bur rhey 
$hall prove ref nlall debrers : Ard therefore 'ris beſt here, 
ee lnok ere we Leh s avd look cre welore. I hnde now uns 
der his croſs . that 1 would Gin vive him more then 1 have to 
give him , if giving were in my power: But [ rather wish 
im my here theo vive him it! except he take it y and pat 
himſclf in poſi ſion of it , [ [or [ hop he hath a =» xe right 
to me , fiace he hath ranſomed me? 4 foe rot how Chntt 
can have me, Otrhar he would | e pleaſrd to be more home« 
ly with my /ouÞ's love, androcomcin ro my foul and rake 
his own ! But whecn he nocth away & kidath himf It, allis to 
me that I had of Chriſt, as if it 6ad fallen in the ſoa borrom, 
Oh that 1 should be fo fickle in my loves as to love Chrilt 
onely by the eyes and the nor! That is, to love lim oacly 


in as far , as food & foolh coſe carricth me, & no more: 
And whea I ſce not + & ſancll nor 4 and crouch not ,, then 1 hav? 
all ro ſeck. 1 cannor love parquicy , nor rcjovee pargquier : But 
this is cur weakne's, til we be ar home » & hall have aged 
mens ſtomacks to bear © hiili*s love, Pray for me » that our 
Lord would bring me back to you, with a now bleffing of the 


4 


Goſpel of Chriſt, I tors t OT yOu. Graces grace be with you. 


Yours in bis ſect Lord 
Feſut. 5. R, 
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_<) 
n To WILLIAM GLENDINING. 
1 De.rr Brother. 


14 \ z arc heartily welenmertorthat honour , that Chrift hath 

made common to us both » which 1s to ſuffer for his name. 
_ Veiily,l chink it my garlacd & crown;& if the Lord should ask 
<> BY of memy blood & lite , for this cauſe, 1 would gladly , in his 
he ſtrength. pay due debt roChriſt's honour & olory, in that kinde. 


-y Acquaiut your (clf withChriſt's love, & ye shall nor mils to finde 
re, new golden mines & treaſures in Chriſt: Nay truly, we bur ſtand 
n- MW Þ-:tid-Chriſt, we goe not #n to himgrorake our fill of him. Bur if 
ro heshould doc rwo things, 1. Draw the curtains, & make bare his 
" bolv face;& rhenz. Clear our dim& blearcd cyeszro fee his by auty 
= &glory-he sheuld hnde many lovers. Iwould ſeek no more hap- 


be WY piocls,bur a fight of him fo near hand, as to ſee; hear, finel1& rouch 
itt & embrace him: But obgcloſcd doors, & vails,& curtains, & thick 
its Wl clouds bold mein pain, while 1 finde the ſweer burning of his 
ike WM love,thar many waters cannot quench! O what (ad hours have I, 
6 WW whentthink, chat love of Chriſt ſcarreth ar me,& blowerh by me! 
m. MW 1 my Lord Jeſus would cometo bargaining for his love, 1 think, 
i WY bes bouid make price himfclf, I should not refuſe ten thouſand 
ly years1n hell, ro have a wide foul enlarged & made wider that 
_ | might be exceedingly [even tothe running over} hlled with 
avs MW bis love. © whatam Ito love ſuch an one, or to be loved by thar 
zu: WY high & lofry On.! I think the Angels may blush co look upon 
rol MW him; & what am Ito file ſuch infinite brightneſs with wy finfull 
»o; Wl cy! OtharChriſt would come near,&ſtand ſtill, & give me leave 
the MW to look upon bim!For tg lookſeemerth the poor man's priviledge, 
oa, WW fince be may, for aothing & withour hire, behold the ſun. I 
chould havea King's life, if I had no other thing todoe, bur for 
evermore to behold & eye my fair Lord J:ſus: Nay, fuppoſeT 
were holden our , at heaven's fair entry , I should be happy for 
evermore; to look theough an bole in the door , & ſee my dear- 
— i <1 & faireſt Lord's face. O great King, why ſtandeft thou 
Ti dooft Why remaineſt thou beyond the mountains ? O wel 
beloved, y doeft thou pain 4 peor ſoul with deilavis © 
V 3 aloog 
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a long time out of thy glorious preſevceis rwo deaths and two 
hells co me; We muſt meer, I muſt ſee him] dow nor want hiag 
bunger & longing for Chriſt hath brooghe on ſuch a neceſſity 
of enjoying Chriſt, that , coſt me what ir will, I cannor bur 
aſſure Chriſt 4 1 will not, 1 dow not, want him $5 For I cannot 
maſter or command Chriſt's love; nay , hellfas 1 now think] 
and all the pains in it laid on me alone , would not - me from 
loving : Yea , ſuppoſe my Lord Icfus would got love me, it 
is above my ſtreogth as power » to Keep back or impriſon the 
weak love [ have, but it muſt be out to Chriſt ; 1 woald a 
heaven's joy afide, and live upon Chriſt's love 1c"s alone: Ler 
me have no joy , but the warmnels and fire of God's love:1 (rk 
pe other: God knoweth , if this love be raken from me, the 
borrom is fallen out of all my happineſs and joy ; and therefore 
I belceve, Chriſt will never doc me that much harm, as to bee 
rcave a poor priſoner of his love; it were cruelty ro take it from 
me; & he who is kiodneſs it ſelf cannot becrucl. Degr Brother, 
v not of my (weet Maſter's chaios , we are fo wach the 
ſibber ro Chriſt that we ſuffer: Lodge not a hard thought of my 
royal King: rejoyce in his crofs: Y our deliverance fleep:th nor, 
he that will come is not lack of his promiſe: Wait on fer God'r 
timcous falyarion, ask not when, or How loog? I hopes be shall 
loſe nothing of you in the furnace » but droſs: Commir your 
cauſc in mecknels (forgiving your opprefſours) to God , and 
your ſentence shall come back from him laughing; Our Bride- 
grooms day is poſting faſt ony and this world, that ſeemerh to 
goe witch a loog and a short foot , hall be put in two ranks: 
Wait till your ren dayes be ended , and hope for the crown}, 
Chriſt will nothgive you a blinde in the end, Commend me to 

our wife and father, and to Bailiffe M. A. And fend tha 
etter to hum. The prayers of Chriſt's priſovcr be upon you, acd 


the Lord's preſence accompany you. 
(Aberd. July, c, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
2647» Feſuass S. K. 
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1; To ROBERT LENNOX. 
w of Diſdoye. 

kt Dear Brother. 


Race, mercy andpeace beroyou ; I beſcech you in the 
Lord leſus, make faſt and fure work of life erernall; Sow 
tho not rotten feed; every man's work will ſpeak for ic ſelf, what his 
ſeed hath been. O how many (ee 1, whoſow to the Aech ! Alas! 


_ what 4 crop will that bez when the Lord hall pur io bis hook to 
uk reap this world , that is ripe & white for judgement? 1 recom- 
a mend to you holineſs & fanifiextion, and that ye keep your 
_ ſelf clean from this preſent evil world ; Wedelight to rell our 
= ovn dreams, & to flatter our own flesh with the bope we have: 
_ It were wiſdom for us to be free , plain, honeſt & sharp with 
has ourovn ſouls, and to charge them to brew berter, that rhey 
the may driok well, and fare well, when time is mcired away like 

ſnow in a hot ſummer. O how hard a thing is it, to ger the ſoul 
w to give up with all chiogs on his fide of death and doomſday ! 


ps We ſlay, we are removing and going from this world ; but our 
Mall heart ſtirrech not one foot oft it's ſeat, Alas! Lice few heavenly 
minded ſouls, that have nothing upon the carth, bur their body 
and of clay going up and down thisearth , becauſerheir ſoul & rhe 
TH powers of it are up in heaven , and there their hearts live, de- 
h to lire , enjoy, reJoyce. Oh! mens ſouls have no wings , and 
ks MM therefore night and day they keep their neſt » and are nor ac- 
wn, quaioe with Chriſt. Sir, rake you to your one thing, to Chrift, 
that ye may be acquaiared with the raſte of his ſweerneſs & ex- 
Ys cellency » & charge your love nat to date apon this world; for 
and it wil! ©ot doe your buline(s in chat day , when nothicg will 
| Come in good ftrad ro you z bur God's favour : Build upon 
Chriſt (ome good,choice&faſt work; for when your ſoul for ma- 
ny y-ars hath taken the play & hath poſted, &&waadered through 
the creaturesy Ye vill come home again with the wind : Th 
are not 2ood, at leaſt not the fouls good, it 1s the infinite God 
head that rauſt allay the sharpoeſs of yoar buoger after happi- 
dy 4 nels : # 
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neſs; otherwiſe there shall (till be a want of atisfation to your 
defires: And if he would caſt in tea worlds in your defires , all 
Shall fall chorow , & your ſoul (hall ſtill cry red bunger , black 
bunger : Bur I am ſure, there is ſufficient for you 1n Chriſt , if 
ye bad ſeven ſoul: & (even defires in youzy Oh if I could make 
my Lord Jelus marks» ſweet, lovely, delireable, & fair to all the 
world, both ro Jew and Gentil! © let my part of heaven goe 
for it , ſo bring he would rake my tongue to be his iaſtramenrt , 
to ſet out Chrift in his whole braverics of leve, verrtuc , grace, 
ſweernels & matchlefs glory, tothe eyes & hearts of Jews & 
Gentiles! But who is ſufficient for ibeſethings * O© for the 
help of Angels tongues , to mak: Chriſt eye-ſwees and amiable 
to many thouſands! © how little docth this world fee of 
him , & how far are they from the love ofhim , ſeciag their is 
ſo muck loyclineſs, beauty and ſweerneſs in Chriſt , thar no 
createdeyedidever yet ſee! I would that all men knew hi 
glory » and that I could put many in at the bridegroom's 
chamber door , ro ſee his beauty , & to be partakers of bis high, 
and dcep , and broad , and boundleſs love. O ler all the 
world come nigh and ſee Chriſt , andthey shall chen (ce more , 
then I can fay of him! O if I had apledge or pawne to 
lay down for a ſea-full of his love ! that I could come by 
much of Chriſt, as would fatisfic griening anc longing for 
him , or rather increaſcir, till 1 were in 'En polleflion a 
know, we shall meer  & therein I rejoyce- Sir , ſtand faſt inthe 
rruth of Chriſt, that ye have reccived 2 Yeeld nor to winds, but 
ride eut » &ler Chriſt be your anchor » & the onely He, whom 
ye shall lookto ſee in peace; Pray for me his priſoner » & that 
the Lord would ſcad me among youto feed hus people. Grace, 
grace be with you, : 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſus 5 S.R. 
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To JOHN FLEMING 
Bailiffe of Leith. 


Worthy Sir: 


Race - mercy and peace be ro you: The Lord hath 
( prooagte me ſafe to this ſtrauge rown: Bleffed be his 
boly came: I finde his croſs calic and light, and I hope he 
Shall be with his povr fold Foſeph , who is ſeparated from 
his brethren: His comforts have abounded towards me, as 
if Chriſt chought +hame | if I may ſpeak (o] to b< in the come 
mon of ſuch a poor man x as | am y and would nor have me * 
loſe aay thing in hiserrands; My enemics have , befide their 
inteation, made me more blefied , aud have put me in a 
ſweeter poſleſion of Chriſt , then ever I bad before: Onely 
the memory of the fair dayes, Ihad , with my welbeloved , 
amongſt the flock intruſted to me z keeperh me low , and 
ſowreth my unſeen joy : Bur ir muſt beſo, & heis wile , who 
rutoureth me rhis way : For that which my brethcea have and 
I want , & others of this world have, Iam content , my faith 
willfriF God my happineſs ; No Son offendeth , char his father 
giverh bim not hice twicea yearg for he is to abide inthe houſe, 
when the inheritance is to be divided: Ir is better God's 
children live upon hope, then upon hire. Thus remembring my 
love to your worthy and kinde wife: 1bleſs you and her , and 
all yours, in the Lord's name. 


Aberd. Sept, 30. Yours in his onely , onely 
1637» Lord Feſus. S.R. 


V 1 
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Te WILLIAM GLEN DINING, 
Bailiffe of Kirkgudbrigbt, 


Worthy Fir. 

(GG Race, mercy & peace be to you : {| am well , honour be 
to God , & aswell as a rejoycing priſoner of Chriſt can be, 
hopiag thar one day He, for whom 1 now ſuffer , hall calarge 
mcy & put me above the threarnings of men: I am ſomerime; 
fad , heavy & caſten down , at the memgry of the fair dayes 1 
had with Chriſt, in Anwoth, Kirkeudbrighres cet: The rememe 
brance of a feaſt encreaſeth hunger in a hungry man 3 but who 
knoweth, but our Lord will yer covera tablein the wilderneſs to 
his hungry bairns, & build the old waſteplaces in Scotland , & 
bring home ZJion's captives : Idefire to ſee no more glorious 
fight, till I ſce che Lambon his throaey then to ſce Mount Zron 
all green with graſs, & the dew lying upon the rops of the graſs, 
& the crown put uponChriſt's head in Scotland again: And 1 be- 
leeveir shall beſo , & that Chriſt shall mowe down his cnee 
mics , & fill the pirs with their dead bodies. I findepeople here 
dry & uncouth: A man pointed at for ſuffering dare not be 
counrenanced ; (ſo that I am like to fit mine alone uppn the 
ground : Bur my Lordpayeth me wel home again; for | have 
neither tongue » norpen, nor heart to expreſs theſweerneſs 
& excellency ofthe love of Chriſt : Chriſt's honey- combs drop 
hony, & floods of conſolation upon my ſoul : My chains are 
gold: Chriſt's croſs is all overguilded and perfumed : His pri- 
ſon is the garden and tet delights: I would goe 
through burning=quick to my lovely Chriſt : * I flecp in bis 
arms all che night, and my head berwixt his breaſts; My wel» 
beloved is alrogether lovely: This is all nothing, re that which 
my ſoul hath felt : Let no man , for my cauſe , (car ar Chriſt's 
croſs: If my ſtipend , place z countrey , credit , had been 
an Earl:zdom, a Kingdom, ten Kingdoms, & a wholecarth; 
all were roo little for the crown and | —_ of ay royall King; 
Miac enemics , mine enemics have made me bleſfled . They 
hare ſent me to the bridegreom's chamber ; Loye is his ban- 
pc 
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nerover me: I livea Kings lite : I want nothing but heaven, 
and the poſſcion of the crown; my earneſt is great , Chriſt 
is no niggard tome. Dear Brother, be for the Lord Jeſus and 
his beart-broken bride, I need not [1 hope] remember my dif- 
treſſed brother ro your care, Remember my love to your wife , 
Ler Chriſt want nothing ofus: His garments$hall be rolled 
in the blood of the lain of Scotland. Grace z gracebe with you; 
pray for Chriſt's priſoner. 


Aberd. Sept. 21. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637 Jeſus. S. R. 


—— 


— 


To ROBERT GORDON. 
Of Knockbrex, 


Dear Brother, 

'$ Race, mercy & peace beroyou: Iam by God's mercy 
come now to Aberdeen, the place of my confinement , and 
ſerled in an honeſt man's houſe : I finde the rown*s=men cold, 
encrall , &dry in their kiodneſs , yerl finde a lodging inthe 
cart of many ſtrangers: My challenges are revived again, & F 
fnde 014 (ores bleeding of aew(o dangerous & painſull is an wn- 
dercatted conſcience;yer I have an eyeto the blood,thar is phy 
lick for ſuch ſores: Bur verily » [ſee Chriftianityis conceived to 
be more eaſic & lighter then it is z ſorhar I ſometimes think , x 
never knew any thing » but the letters of that name ; forſour 
nature conrenecth it ſelf with licrle in godlineſs. Our Lord , 
Lord, ſcemeth to us, ten Lord Lords; lictleholineſs in owr bal- 
lance is much , becauſcit is our own holineſs ; & we loyeto lay 
{mall burdens upon our ſoft natures y & ro make a fair court- 
way to heaven; And 1 know it were neceſſary to take more 
pains then wedoe , & notto make heayen a city more cafily 
taken, then God hath made ir; I perſwade my ſelf, many runners 
Shall come shorr & get a diſappointment. Oh ! how ecafic is ir 
todecave our ſelyes » & rofleep, & wish that heaven my fall 
own 
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down in our laps ! Yet forall my Lord's glooms , I finde hin 
[weer, gracious, loving, kinde: & I want both pen & words ro 
ſer forth the fairneſs, ho & (weerneſs of Chrift's love , and 
the honour of this croſs of Chiiſt , which is olorious ro me , 
though the world chinketh shame thereof; I verily think, char 
the crofs of Chriſt would bluch & thiok'shame of theſe thine 
skined worldlings, who are ſo married to theircredit, that they 
are ashamed of the ſufferings of Chriſt. O the honour, to be 
ſcourgeds ſtoned with Chriſt, & ro goe through a furtoug-faced 
death to life erernall ) But men would have Lamborrows 2- 
gainſt Chriſt's croſs. Now , My dear Brother , forger not the 
priſoner of Chiiſt; for I ſee very few here,who kindely fear God. 
Grace be with you. Ler,my love in Chriſt & hearty affection be 
remembred to your kinde w/e, to your Brother Iobn , & to all 


fricads. The Lord Jclus be with your Spirir, 


Aberd. Sept. 20. Yours in his onely , onely Lord 
1636, Feſws, Se R.' 


" 


To EARLESTOW N Tounger. 


Much Honoured Sir. 


Racezmercy & peace be ro you; 1am well,Chriſt criumph- 
(3a in me, blefſcd be his name: I have alljrhiogs, [ 
burden no man : I ſee, this earth 2nd the fullneſs rhereot is my 
fathcr's : ſweet , ſweet is thecrols of my Lord. The bleſſing 
of God upon the croſs of my Lord Jeſus, My enemies have 
coatribured (befide their detigne) to make me bleſſed « This 
is my palace, not my priſon z eſpecially , when my Lord 
sbigcrh & ſmilerh upon hig poor afflicted and fold Foſeph » who 
is ſeparated from his brethen : Bur often he hiderh hiaſclf, & 
there is a day of law , & a court of challenges withio me; 1 know 


not » if fenced in God's name » but Oh my neglects ! Oh amy 
uoſcen guiltineſs | 1 imagined, that 2 (uRerer for Chriſt =_ 
the keys of Chriſt's treaſure z and might rake our his w 

fullof comforts, when be pleaſed 3 bur I {ces a ſufferer and 
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witneſs will be holden at thedoor , aſwell as another poor find 
ner » and glad to cat with the bairns, and to rake the by. 
board, Thais crofs hath let me {ze » that heaven is not at the 
next door, and that it is a caſtle not ſoon taken * I ſee alſo, it is 
neither pain nor art,to play the hypocrite: We haveall learned 
to ſel] our ſelves for double price, and to make the people, 
who call tentwenty » and twenty an hundred, eſteem us half- 
vods , or men fall:o our ef the clouds : Burt Oh fincerity 
fiicerity » if I kaew what ſincerity meaneth. Sir, lay the foun- 
dation thus , and ye «hall not ſoon shrink , nor bt shaken: 
Make tight work at the botrom, & your Ship shall ridge againſt 
all (forms, if withall your anchor be faſtned upon good ground, 
I mean within the vail ; & verily I thivk this is Al, to gain 
Chriſt: All other things are shadows, dreams, fanſies & nothing, 
Sir, remember my love to your mether: I pray for mercy and 
graceto her; I wishher ongoing toward heaven: As I promiſe 
ed to write, ſoshew her, 1 want nothing in my Lord's ſervice, 
Chriſt will nor be in ſuch a poor man's common as mine,Grace, 
grace be with you, 


LAberg: Sept: 22. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
i637, Feſws. S: R- 


FE A AO OO 


— 


To ]J O H N GORD O N. 


Wortby & dear Brother 


Race, mercy and peace beto you: I havebeen roo long 
in writing to yorſ, but multitude of letters rakerh muc 
timefiom me, Lblefs his great name, whom I ſervein che 
ſpirit, ifir cameto voting amongſt Angels and men , how 
excellent and tweer Chriſt is, even in his reproches and in 
his croſs, I cannot but vore with the firſt, that all chat is 
inhim, both croſs andcrown, kiſles and glooms, eme 
bracements aod frownings and ſtrokes are ſweer and; gloti- 
ous: God ſend me no more happineſs in heayca or] w_ 
o 
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of heaven z bur Chriſt: For 1 finde this world, when 1 have 
losked upon it on both fides, within & without; & when I have 
ſeen even the laugbiog and lovely-like fideof it , ro be but a 
fool's idol , aclay priſon : Lord, lerit not be the neſt that 
my hope builderh in. I hare now cauſe, to judge my part of 
this earth not worth a blaſt of ſmokey,or a mouth. full of brown 
bread. I wich my Hope may take a running-leap , & skip over 
Time's pleaſures, Sin's plaiſtering & gold-foilezthis yain earth, 
& reſt upon my Lord. O how great is our night- darkneſs in 
this wilderneſs! To bave any conccirt at all ofthis world, is, 2s 
a man would cloſe his handfull of water,&,bolding bis hand in 
the river,ſay,all che water ofthe flood 1s his;zas if it were indeed ti 
all within the _— of his hand: Who would not laugh ar g 
the thoughts of ſuch a crack- brain? Verily, they have but an y 
handfull of water,& are bur lixe a childe claſping his rwo hands q 
abour a night-+hadow , who idolize any created hope z but L, 
God.1 now liphtlie,Se put the price of a dream,or fable,or black th 
nothing, upon all things , but God , & that defirable & love- ky 
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worthy ones my Lord Jeſus; Let all the world be nothing (for _ 
nothing was their ſeed & mother) & let God be all things. My R 
very dear Brather, know, ye are as near heaven , as ye are far 'V 
from your (clf, & far from the love of a bewirching & whorish G, 


world: For this world, in it's gain & glory, is but thegreat and 
potable common whore, that all the ſons of men have been in 
fancy &% luſt withall cheſe 5000 years: the children , that they 
have b*gotren with this uncouth & Juſtfull lover, are but yani- 
ty, di cams, gold imagination; & night thoughts: For th-re is 
no good ground hereunder the covering of heaven, for men,& 
poor wearicd fouls toſer down their foor upon. O/ he who is 
called God , that on: whom they term Jeſus Chriſt, is worth 
the haviog indred;even if I bad gtvenaway all without my eye- 
holes, my ſoul. & my ſelf for (weet Jelas my Lord! O let the 
claim be cancelled, that the creatures have to me, except thar ]. 
claim my Lord Iefus hath to me! Oh thar be would claim poor 
me - my filly , light & worthleſs ſoul ! O that hc would pur- 
ſue his claim ro tbe urmoſt point, & not want me. For it is my 
pain, & remedile(s {orrow to want him.l fcc nothiog id this life, 
bur 
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3 4 & mires, and dreams, and beguiling dirches , and ill 
ground for us robuild upon. Iam fully perſwaded of Chriſts Vic 
tory in Scotland, but I'kgat this land be not yer ripe and white 
for mercy ; Yerl dare he halfer (upon my ſalvation) with the 
loſſes of the church of Scorland , that ber fors afrernoon shall 
fing dole and ſorrow for exermore, and that her joy shall once 
again be cried up, and het skie $hall clear: But ven ance and 
burniog $ball bero her adverſaries » & the Caners'o this land, 
Oh that we could be awakened to prayers and bumiliarion ? 
Then should our fun shine like ſeven ſuns in the heaven , thea 
$hould the temple of Chriſt be builded upon the mountain- 
tops, and the land from coaſt ro coaſt Should be tilled with the 
glory ofthe Lord. Brother , your day-task is wearing short , 
your hour-glals of this ſpan-lengrth & hand-breadch of life wil 
quickly - z and hacks take order and courſe with matters 
berwixt you and Chriſt , before ir come to open pleading: 
there are no quarters to be had of Chriſt, in open judgement. L 
know y ye ſee your threed wearing short » & that there are nor 
many inches to the threed's'end 3 and therefore loſe nor time. 
Remember me his priſoner , that it would pleaſe the Lord, ro 
bring me again amongſt you with abundance of the Goſpel. 
Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſus. S. R, 


——— 


To rr HUGH MKAILL 


Reverend & dear Brother. 


| thank you for your letter: T cannot but chew you, that as 

never expected any thing fromChriſt, but much good&Kkind. 
nels; ſo he hath made me te finde ir » in 
mage: And beleeve me, Brother, 
own hand=writ,that who ſo looke 


Crols, and can take ir up handſom 


the houſe of my pilgrj. 
I give it ro yeuunder mine 
th tothe white ſide ofChrift's 
ely with faith and courzoec, 
hall 
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shall finde it ſuch a burden, ar ſails arc ro 2 ship , or wings toa 
bird. 1 finde my Lord hath overguilded that black trees & hath 
perfumedit, & oiledir , with joy & eonſolation, Likea fool ; 
once I would chide and plead with Chriſt , and Nlander bim to 
others ofunkindoeſs: bur I truſt in Gody nor cocall his plooms 
ankinde again; for he bath caken from me my ſackcloth; and 1 
verily cannot tell you , what a poor Foſiph & prifoncr (wich 
whom my mother's children were angry) doeth nos think of 
kind: Chriſt ; 1 will chide no more 3 providing he will quite 
me all by-gones; for | am poor. I am raught 1n this il] wea= 
ther, rogor on thelee-fide of Chiiii, & ro put himin between 
me and the ſtorm: & Ithank God 1 walk on the ſanoy fide of 
the brae, I write it that ye may ſpeak in my behalfthe praiſes of 
my Lord toothers , that my bonds may preach, O if all Scot. 
Land knew the feaſts, & love=blenks, & viſices, thit the Prelats 
haveſent meunto ! [ will verily 21ve my Lord leſus a fice Gif 
charge of all, that J, likea fool, lit ro bis charge, and beg him 
pardon to the merds. God grant, that in my temprations, I 
come nor on h« rg fige again » and never again fall a cavin 
av2inſt my hyſician, in my tever z Brother , plead with your 
mother, while ye havertime: A pulpit would be a hizh feaſt 
to me, bur { dare not lay one word a2ain(t him, who hath 
doneit , I am not out ofthe houſe as yet , my ſweet Maſter 
faith : 1 shall have houſe-reom at his own elbow :$ albeir their 
ſynagomue will need force caſt me our. A letter were a work of 
charity rome. Grace be with you. Pray for me. 


Aberd. Novemb. 4 © Your Brother & Chriſt's 
1636. priſoner, S. K, 


To J AMES MURRAY: 


Dear Erotber. 


Received your letter 3 1 am in g50d healch of body , but far 
berrer in my foul. 1 ficde my Lord no worſe then his werd', 
I will be with bim in trouble, is madc good to me naw:He hear. 
oth 
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eth che ſighing of the priſoner, Brother, Tam comforted in my 
royal Prince and King :- The world knoweth not our life, it 
isamyſtcricro them; We havethe funny fideof rhe world , 
& ouc Paradiſe is far above theirs, yea our weeping above their 
Jaughings which is but likethecrackliog of thorns under a pot; 
And therefore, we have good cauleto tiyhtir out, for the day of 
our Laureation is approaching. I finde my priſon the ſweereſt 
place» thateverl was in; my Lord Jelus 15 kindero me » afid 
Math raken the mask off his face, and is content to quite me all 
by-gones : I dare not complain of him. And for my filence, 
] lay it before Chriſt, 1 hope it shall be a peakiog lilence : He, 
who knoweth what I would, Knoweth that my foul delirerh no, 
more , but that King Jeſus may be great in the North of Scoe- 
Land, in the Sout/54and tn the Ef? & Weſt, throughmy ſuffer 
ings, for the freedom of my Lord's houſe and Kingdom. 1f1 
could keep good quarters in time to come with Chriſt, 1 would 
f-ar nothing $ Bur Oh ! Oh | I complain of my wofull out- 
breakings z 1 tremble at the remembrance of anew out-caſt 
betwixt ham and me ; and | have cauſe, when [ contider, whar 
fick & ad dayes | have had, for his abſcnce,who is now come. I 
fade Chriſt dow not be long unkindey our Ioſeph's bowels yern 
within him, he cannot (mother love long , it muſt break out ar 
length. Praiſe, prailc with me, Brother, & defire my acquaine- 
ance to help me : I dare nor conceal his love to my foul , I wish 
you all a pare of my fcaſt , that my Lord Jeſus may be ho« 
neurcd; I allow you not to bide Chriſt's bountie rome when 
ye meet with ſuch as Know Chriſt, Ye write nothing to mes 
what are the crucl mercies of the Prelats roward me: The mi. 
niſters ofthis rown, as ] hear, intend that I (hall be more ſtrick« 
ly confined, or cle tranſported, becauſe they fiade ſome peo= 
plc affc& me. Grace be with you, 1 


Aberd. Nov, 21. Yours in the Lord 
1637- Feſws. S. Ro 
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T FOH N FLEMING. 
Bailiffe of Le#h, 


M y very worthy f riend. 


(rw mercy & peace beto you: I received your lerter; 
[ bleis my Lord through Jelus Chriſt , J inde bis word 
good, | ſai, 48, 10. I have choſen thee in the furnace of affiic- 
tion. And Pſal.g91. 15. 1 will be with bim in trouble. I never 
expectcd other at Chriſt's hand, buc much good & comfort; & 
I am not diſappointed : | finde my Lord's croſs everguilded & 
oiled with comforts: My Lord hath now showne me the white 
fide of his croſs : I would oor exchange my weeping in priſon 
with the fourteen Prelats laughter, amidſt their hungry & lean 
joyes . T his world knoweth nor the (weerneſs of Chriſt's love , 
it is a myſtery ro them, At my biſt coming here, I fourd great 
heavine(s, eſpecially becauſc it had pleaſed the Prelats, to adde 
this geutle cruclty romy former ſufferings, ( for it is gentle to 
them) roiahibiceche Mioiſters of the rown to give me the li- 
berty of a pulpit: I ſaid, what aileth Chriſt ar my ſervice? 
But I was a fool, he hath chide bimlclf friends with me: If ye 
& others of God's children hall praiſe his great name, who 
makerh worthleſs men witneſles ho him z my filence & ſuffer- 
ings «ball preach more, theo my rongue could doe; if his glory 
be ſcen in mes I am ſatisfied; for 1 want no kindneſs of Chriſt; 
' And, Sir, 1 dare not {mother his liberaliry : I write it ro you, 
that ye may praiſe, & delire your brother & others ro joyo with 
mein this work. This land shall be made deſolate: our inquiries 
are full: the Lord faith y we shall driok & (puc & fall. Remem» 
ber my loveto your good kinde wiſe, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Nov, 13. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
4636, Feſws, 3, R, 


Ty 
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To EARLESTOWN ELDER. 


Rev. 12:11. And they overcame the Dragon by the 
blood of the Lamb, C the word of their teſtimony, & 
thexlovednot their lives unto the death. 


Much honoured Sir. 


Race, mercy & peace be to you : Lleng to ſee you tn pa* 
© , & to be ret: cshed by you. I cannor bur detire you, & 
charge you tO help mc co praiſe him , who teederh a poor pri- 
oct with the farnchk of his houſe. O how weighty is his loyc 7 
O bur there 1s much relling in Chriſt's kindneſs ! The Amen » 
the faichfull & ceruc witnels hath payed me my hundred fold , 
well told & onerto the hundred: 1 complained of him, bur he is 
owcing me nothing now. Sir, I charge you to help me topraile 
his goodnels, & to proclaim to others my Bridegroow's kinda 
neſs , whoſe love is better then wine, Icook up an aftion a 
gaioſt Ciuritt, & bougot a ple againſt his love, & libelled un« 
kindny(s ag,anft Chitſt my Lord; & 1 ſaid, this is mydeath, 
He hath | vr gorten me: Bur my meek Lord held his peace, & be« 
held me , & would nor contend for the laſt word of flyting » 8& 
row he hath chided himiclt triends with mc}; And now I (ce, He 
muft be God, & 1 muſt be fie+h: 1 pats from my tummonds , I 
acknou I-dge he might have given me my hll of it , and never 
troubled lhumfclf : bur now he hath taken away the mask, I 
have been comforted , he could not (mother his love any lon= 
get to a priſoner & a ſtranger : God grant that | may never buy 
a plea againſt Chriſt again, but may keep good quarters with 
him. 1 want no kindocts, no love-tokens; but Oh, wiſe is his 
love for not withſtanding of this hor ſummer-blenk,l am keep- 
edlow with the gricfof my lilence; for his word is in meas afire 
in my bowels ; and 1 ſee the Lord's vineyard laid waſte, and 
the heathen entred into the ſavtuary , and my belly is paineds 
and my ſoul in heavinels, becauſe the Lord's peoples gone 
nts captivity z and becaulc of the fury of the Lord , and that 

X 2 wind 
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wind, {bur neith-rtofan norto purge] that is coming upon 
Apoſtare Scotland. Allo I am kept awake with the late wro 
dore tomy brother; bur I cruſt ye will counſel & comfort him, 
Yer inthis muſt, I fee & beleeve, the Lord will heal thishalting 
Kirk » & ill Lay her flones with fair colours , & her founda. 
tions with Saphires » & will make her windows of Agates , 
& ber gate; Carbuntles, Tſa: 54: 11, 12. And for braſs be 
will bring gold; Heharh erearcd the ſmith chat formed the 
ſword, no weapon in war «hall proſper againſt us. Let us be 
glad & rejoyccin the Lord » for his Salvation is near to come, 
Remember me to your wiſe & your ſon lobn: And 1 coteat 

70u to writero me. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. D:cemb. 30. Yeurs in by onely, enely Lord 
1536. Jeſun. S. KR. 


Rs 


——— 


To rr IOHN FER GUSHILL, 


Reverend & welbel owed in our Lord leſs: 
Muſt till provoke you to write by my lines, wherear ye need 


not wonder ; forthe croſs is full of calke z & ſpeak it mult 
either good or bad; Neither can orict be filent, 1 have no 
Arttay nor inditementto bring agaialt Chriſt's croſs , ſcing he 
hach madea friendly agreement b:rwixt me & its & wearcin 
terms of love tovether ; If my former miſcarriages, & my now* 
ſilent ſabbaths ſeem to me ro ſpeak wrath from the Loid, I dare 
lay » it is but Satan borrowing the uſe & loan of my cowardly & 
feeble apprehenſions , which ſtart at ſtraws, 1 know, faith is 
not (o faine & foolishy as to tremble ar every falſe alarmg Yerl 
gather this out of it, Blefſed are they, who are prac'd of Godt» 
ywide acroſi well , ©& that there is ſome art required berein. 1 

pray God, I may not be{o ill friend- ſtead , as that Chriſt m 
Lord should leave me, to be ay own Twtour & my own Phiſt- 
cian, Shall I not thiak bur my Lord Jeſus , who deferverh his 
own place very well , will take bis own placeupon him , as it 
becometh him » & that he will fill his own chair ? Far in this is 
his office,80 com/ort us,C theſe thay are eaften downyin all their 
tribulations. Cori: 4.4 las; I know;I am a fool toſcek an bot 
a 
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or defe& in Chriſt's way with my ſoul, If 1 have not a ſtock to 


preſent ro Chriſt at his appearance, yet I pray God,1 may be able 
with joy,faith & conſtancy,toshew theCaprain of my (ilvarion, 
in that day,a bloody headzthar | reccivedin his ſervice:howbeir 
my faith bang by a ſmall gack & threed, I hope , the rack shall 
por break; & howbeir my Lo:d get no ſervice of me but broken 
wishes;yerl cruſt theſe hall be acceprcd upon C hrift*s account. 
I haye nothing trocomfort me, bur that | ſay, Oh! will the Lord 
diſappoint an hungry on- waiter ? The {mel of Chriſt's wine & 
apples, which {urpaſſe the upraking of dull ſcenic, bloweth upon 
my ſoul,& 1 ger NO more for the meantime. I am ſure, to ler a 
ſamisbing body ſee mear &give him none of itzis a double pain? 
Our Lord*s love is not ſocrucll, as to ter a poor man ſee Chriſt 
& heaven, & never give him morc, for want of morey to buy : 
nayl rather think Chriſt ſuch fair markeat- wares as buvers may 
have withour money & without price: Ard thas | know, it sball 
not ſtand upon my want of money z for Chriſt vpon his own 
charges muft buy my wedding garment+&% redeean the tnherie 
tance, which I bave forfeited, &g1ve his word for one the like of 
me, who am not law-biding of my ſelf : Poor folks muſt cither 
borrow or beg from the rich; & the onely thing that commend. 
eth ſinners to Chriſt,is extream neceſſity & want: Chriſt's love is 
ready ro make & provide a ranſome & money , for a poor body , 
who hath loſt his purſe. Ho, ye that have no money come Cf buy 
Iſa. 55: 1. That is thepoor man's marker. Now, Brother, 1 ſees 
old croſſes would have done nothing at me , & therefore Chriſt 
hath raken a new fresb cod rome; thac ſeemeth toralk with my 
ſoul,& make me tremble. 1 have often more adoc now with faith, 
when [ loſe my compalle, & am blown on arock, then thote 
whe are my beholders , ſtanding upon the shore y are aware of: a 
coun(cl to a fick man is ſooner given thentaken : Lord ſend the 
wearied man 4 borrowed bed from Chriſt: 1vhiok often it is after 
ſupper with mc, & I am heavic! O bur 1 would fleep ſoundly, 
vith Chriſt's lefe hand under my head,& his right hand embrac- 
ing m#: the devil could not [pill that bed. When I confider, how 
t:nderly Chriſt bath cared forme in this priſon, 1thiak , he 
hath handlcd me as the bairn , that is piticd & bemoancd: 1 
. X 3 deare 
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defire no more till 1 be in heaven, bur ſuch a feaſt & fill of 
Chriſt's loves as I would have: This love would be fair & adorn. 
ing paſſements , which would beauriftic & ſer forth my black 
uoplcalant croſs: | cannottell , my dear Brother, what a grea 
load I would bear , if | had a hearty fill of the love of that love. 
ly one » Chriſt Feſus ; Ohif ye would (eek & pray for that to 
me / I would give Chriſt all has love ſtiles and ritles of honour, 
if he would give me but this: nay, 1 would (cll my (elf (iff 
could) for that love. Ihavebcen waiting to fee , what friends 
of place & power would doc for us ; But when the Lord looſth 
the pins of his own Tabernacle y be will have himſelf ro be ac. 
knowledged as the onely builder up thereof; & therefore 1 would 
take back again my hope , that I lent and laid in pawne in mens 
hands, giveit wholly to Chiiſt: itis no time for me now to (er 
up idols of my own ; 1t werea pity to givean ounce weight of 
hope to any beſides Chriſt : 1Ichiok him well wortby of all 
my hope , though it were as weighty as both heaven & carth ; 
Happy were 1 » it I had avy thing that Chriſt would ſeek or ac» 


Cept of: But now alas , I ſcenor what ſervice I can doeto him, 


except it be to talk a little & bable » upon _ __ » C00» 


cerning the love of Chriſt, 1 am often as it my faith were wod. 
ſet, fo that I cannot command it z and then when he hide 
eth himſelf, I run to the other extream » in making each 
wing and roe of my caſe as big , as a mountain of 
iron ; And then mibchef can ſpin out an hell of heavy 
& deſponding thougbrs ; then Chriſt ſecketh Law-borrows 
of my unbeleeying appreheuſions » & chargeth me to beleeve 
his day-light at midnight: Bur 1 make pleas with Chriſt, 
though it be i#/{ my common ilotodoe: It were my happineſs, 
when | am in his houſe of wive, & when | finde a feaſt day, 
if I could bearken & hear , for the timetocomey Iſa. 4i: 23, 
But Hee , we muſt be off our feet , in wading a deep water ;, & 
then Chriſt's love finderth timeous employment , at ſuch a dead 
lift as that; And beiides, after broken brows bairns learn to walk 
more circumſpecly : If 1 comerto heaven any way z howbcir 
like a tired traveller upon my guide's houlder,it's good enough 
for thoſe, who have nolegs of their own for ſuch a journey. 1 ne» 
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ver thought there had been need of ſo much wreſtling,to wins 
the top of that ſteep mountain,as now I finde. Wor's me for this 
broken & backſliding Church, it is like an old bowing wall, 
leaning to the one fide, & there is none of all her ſons who 
will ſcs a prop under her : I know , I need not bemoan Chriſty 
for he careth for his own honourzmore then I can doe; but who 
can blame me to be woe, [if | had graceſo to doe} to fee m 
welbcloved's fair face ſpitred upon , & his crown plucked of 
his head , & the ark of Godraken , &carryed in the Philiſtins 
cart and the kine put to carry it , who will let ir fall ro the 
grognd® The Lora put to his own belping hand, 1 would 
delire you, to prepare your (elf for a fight with beaſts: ye will nor 
get leave to ſteal quietly ro heaven, in Chriſt's company , witho 
out a conflict & a crols, Remember my bonds , & praiſe my 
lecond & fellow priſoner , Chriſt. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 16 37. Yours in —_ Feſus his 
Lord, S.R. 


— 


GLENDINNING. 


——— 


To WILLIAM 


Dear Brother. 


Race» mercy & peace be to you : Y our caſe is unknown 

ro me , whether ye be yer our Lord's priſoner at Wigton, 
or uot: Howeverit be, I know, our Lord Jeſus hath been 
erquiring for you ; & that he bath honoured you to bear his 
chains » which is the golden end of his cre(s 3 & fo hath wail. 
ed out a choſen & honourable crol for you: I with you 
much joy & comfort 6fit , for I have nothing to fay of Chrift's 
crols but much go04: I hope , my ill word $hall never meer ci« 
ther Chriſt , or his (weer & cafic croſs. I know, hefceketh of us 
an out-caft with this houſe of clay , this mother-priſon , this 
earth, that we love fall well: & verily » when Chriſt ſnuffearb 
my candle , & cauſcrth my light ro shine upward, itis one of 
m greateſt wonders , that dirt & clay hath ſa much court with 
a ſoul not made of clay ;&thart our ſoul gocth our of kinde fo far, 
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as to make an ide! of this carth , ſach a deformed harlot, as that 
it should wrong Chriſt of our love. How faſt » how faſt doeth 
our $hip ſail / And how fair a wind hath Time, to blow us off 
theſe coaſts, & this land ofdying & perishing things! And alas, 
our ship ſaijerh one way , & flecth many miles inone hour, to 
haſten us upon eternity, & our love & heartsare failing cloſe 
back over, & ſwimmiog towards calc, lawlel(s pleaſure, vain ho- 
noury perishing riches , & to bnild a fool's neſt , 1 know not 
where , & to lay our coges within the ſea=-mark, & faſten our 
bits of broken avchors upongthc worſt ground in the world,this 
ieering& perishing life;& in the mean while,time&ride carry us 
vpon another life, & there is daily Icfs & leſs oile in our lamps% 
leſs & leſs ſand in owr watcheglaſs. O what a wiſe courſe were 
it for us , to look away from . falſe beaury of our borrowed 
priſon, & to minde& eye & luſt for our countrey? Lord, Lord, 
take us bome. And for my (elf. I think, if a poor, weak, dyin 
shcep ſcek for an old dike, & rhe lee fideof au hill, in a REY 
have cau(c ro long for a covert from this ſtorm in heaven: [ 
koow none will take my room over my head there : But cere 
taioly , fleepy bodies would be at 1c} & a well made bed, & an 
old crazed bark at a shore, & a wearicd traveller at home , & a 
breathleſs horſe at the rinks end. I {cr nothing, ip this lite bur 
ſin, & the ſowre fruits offio; & O what a burden iskn? & whara 
farery& miſerable bondoceis it, to be at the nod & yea"s&nay's 
of ſach a lord+ maſter as a body offin ! Truly when I think of 
Its it is a wonder that Chriſt maketh ner fire '& aches of ſuch a 
dry branch,as I am» I would often liedown under Chriſt's feer, 
& bid him trample upon me, when 1 conſider my guilrineſs; But 

ſceing he hath ſworn, that fn shall not looſe his unchangeable 

covenant, | keep houſe-room, amongſt the reſt ofthe ill learned 
bairns , & muſt cumber the Lord ofthe houſe, with the reſt, 
till my Lord take the ferters off !cgs & armes,&deſtroy this bo. 
dy of tin, & makea holeor a breach in this cage of carth , that 
the vird may flec ont, and the impriſoned ſoul be at liberty, In 
the mean time, the Icalt 1otimarion of Chriſt's love is ſweer, & 
the hope of mart iage with the Bridegroom holdeth mein ſome 
joytull on- waiting.that v hen Chriſt's (wmmer-birds shall fog, 


upon 
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vpn the branches of thetree oflife , I shall be tuned by God 
him(clf, ro help them to ſing the home=coming of our welbe- 
loved & his pride ro their houſe rogether, When I thiak ofthis, 
I think winters » & ſummers, & years, & dayes, & time doe me 2 
pleaſure » that they sborren this untwifted & weak rhreed of my 
life , & that they pur fin & miſcries by band » & that they hall 
carry me ro my Bridegroom within 2 clap, Dear Brother, pray 
for me , that it would pleaſe the Lord of the vineyard » to give 
me houſc-room, ro preach his righreoaſneſs again tO the great 
congregation. Grace y grace be with you- Remember me to 


your wi'e. 
Aberd. Yours in hes ſweet Lord 
1637 Jeſus. S.R., 


— 
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To the Laly C UL ROS Ss. 


Rev. 7: 14. Theſe are they which came out of great tri- 
bulation, & bave waihed their robes , & made them 
white tu the blood of the Lamb. 


M A D A M. 
(; Races mercy & peace be multiplied vpon you: I greatly 

long to be refreshed with your letter: 1 am now [af honour 
& plory tothe King eternal, immortal & invi/oble) in berter 
terms with Chriſt, then I was, 1, like a fool, ſummoned my huf- 
band & Lord , & libelled unkindneſs againſt him 3 bur now» [ 
pals from that foolish purſuit g I give over the plea be is God & 
I am mar: | was looſing a faſt ſtone, & digging at the ground» 
ſtone [ the love of my Lord]ro shake & untertleit ;, bur God be 
thanked,it is faſt; all is ſure:In my priſon, be hath chown me day» 
light; he dought not hide his love any longer: Chriſt was diſguiſ- 
ed & masked, & [| apprehended it was not he;& heharth (aid, Is is 
l,be not 4/raid:; &now hisloveis better then wine. Oh that all che 
virgins had part ofthe Bridegroom's love » whereupon he mak« 
&th me to feed! Help me to praiſe: I charge you, Madam belp 
me to pay praiſes, & tell others, the daughrers of Feruſalem, how 


kin l Chrilt is to4 poor priſoncr;he hath payed mc my _” 
X 5 
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fold, it is well rold me, & one to the hundred: I am nothing bes 
hinde with Chriſt: Let not fools, becauſe of their lazie ſoft tlesh, 
raiſe a ſlander & an il] report,upon the crols of Chriſt: it is ſweet. 
er then fair: I ſee, grace groweth beſt in winter : This 
poor , perſecuted Kirk, this flie amongſt the thorns , $hall 
bloſſom , and laugh upon the gaidiner ; the busband-man'y 
blefſing chall light upon it. Oh 1fI could be free of jealoufics 
of Chriſt, afterthis 5 & belceve, & krep good quarters with 
my deareſt husb:nd ! for he hath been kinde rothe travger: & 
yet in all this fair hot ſummer weather , 1am keeped from lay- 
ng. it is go. d to be beye , with my filence, & with grief, to lee my 
mother wounded, & her vail raken from her, & rhe fair Temple 
caſten down : & my belly is pained , my ſoul is heavy for the 
captivity of rhe d wghrer of my people , & becauſe of the fury 
of the Lord, & his fierce indignation againſt Apoltue Scotland, 
I pray you, Midam , let me have that which is my prayer, 
here , that my (uftcrings may preach to the four quarters 
of thi: land; and thereforerell orhers, how open» handed Chriſt 
hich been to the priſoner, & the oppreſſed Rtravger ; Why 
sbould 1 concral it* I know no other way how to plorihe 
Chrilt, bur to make an op*n proclamation of his love, and 
of his ſoft and ſweer kifl:s ro mc in the furnace, & of bis 
fdclicy ro ſuch as {ſuffer for him. Give it me ender your band , 
that ye will help mc ro pray & praiſe; bur rather ©o pravle 
and rejoyce in the [alvation of God, Graces grace be with 
yOu. 


Aberd. Dec. 30. Your! in his deareſt, & onely , oneh 
1636. Lord leſus , S. R. 


— — mm re re 


To the Lady 
CC OO EW OO HE HHS -Þ 


My dearly beloved & longed for inthe Lord. 
(; Race, merey & peace beto you: I long to hear how your 
ſoul proſpercth,& how the Kiogdom of Chriſt thriverb 18 
you 
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you. I exhort you & beſeech you, in the bowels of Chriſt, fazar 
not» weary not: There isa great neceflity of heaven; ye 
muſt needs have it : All other things » as houſes, lands » 
children, busband, friends, couotrey, credit, health, wealth, 
honour , may be wanted ; bur Heaven is your one thing new 
ceſlary » tbe -— part that shall not be taken from you; See 
that ye buy t c hicld where thepearl is ; ſell all, & make a pure 
chaſe of alyation: think it not eafie , for it is a ſteep aſcenc to 
eternal glory: Many acclicing dead by the way , that ace 
Nin with ſecurity. I have now been led by my Lord Jeſus ro 
luch a nick in Chriſtiavity , as I thiok little of former 
things. Oh what1 waut } I want ſomany things, that | am 
almoſt asking , if ] had any thing at all : Every man thiokerh 
heis rich enough in grace , till he rake out his purſe, & cell his 
money » & then he iaderh his pack but poor & light, in the day 
ofa heavy trial. I found, Þ had not to bear my expences » aod 
zhould have fainted , if want & penury had not chaſed merothe 
ſtore-bouſe of all, 1 beſeech you, make conſcience of your 
wayes : deal kindly & with con(cience with your Tennants: to 
fill a breach or an hole , make not a greater breach in the conſci- 
ence: 1 wishplenty of loveto your ſoul: ler the world be the 
portion of baſtards , make it nor yours : after the laſt erumper 
is blown, the world & all irs glory will be like an old houſe, that 
is burnt ro ashes 4 & like an old fallen cafile withour a roof. Fys 
fy upon us» fools, who think our {.lves debters to the world. My 
Lord bath brought me to this, that I would not give adrink of 
cold water for bi world's kindneſs: 1 wonder that men lon 
aker , love » or care for theſe feathers : itisalmoſt an —— 
world tome, torhink , that menare(o mad as to block with 
dead earth : ro give our couſcience & to getin clay again » is 2 
ſtrange bargain, I have written my minde at length to your 
husband : write rome again his caſe , 1 cannot "DA him in 
my prayers » I am looking, Chriſt hath ſome claim to bim: My 
counſel is, that ye bear with himy when paſſion overtaketh himy 
A ſojt anſwer purteth away wrath;an(wer him in what he ſpeak- 
th, & apply your ſelf in the fear of God to him y & then ye 
vill remoye a pound weight of your heavy crols , that way » & 
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oit «hall become light. When Chriſt kiderh' himſelf, wait 
on, & make dintilthereturn, itis nor time then to be care. 
lefly patient; I love ity to be grieved when he kiderh his ſavites; 
yer belceve his Jove in a patient on» waiting, and belreving , in 


the dark:Yemuſt learn ro ſwim & hold vp your head above the 
watcr ; even when the ſenſe of his preſence is nor with you .. to 
hold np your chin: Ieruſt in God , be $hall bring your «hip 
lateroland, I counſe! you , findy fanttification , & to be dead 
te this world: urge kindnels 00 Knackbyex: labour to benefire 
by bis company » the man 15 acquzint with Chriſt, 1 beg the 
hc of your rayers , for 1 forvct coor vou: counſel your hus. 
band , to fulfill my joy , & to {ck the Lord's face: shew him 
from me, that my joy & delire is to hrar be is in the Lord; God 
caſtcth him ofrep in my minde, 1 cat pot forget him : 1 hope, 
Chriſt & he bave ſomething to dot rogether : Blcfs lokn from 
me, | write bledings to him, & to your husband & the reſt of 

r children, Let it not be (aid, 1 am not in your houſe,throuzu 


neglect of the Sabbath» exerciſe, 


«Aberd. Febr 20, Your lawſull & loving Paſlor in 
1637. bis enely, oucly Lord, 5.K. 


— 


TIONET McCULLOCH. 


Dear Siſter, 


Race, mercy & peace be to you; Iiong to hear how 
your ſoul pre'pererh. | am as well as a pritocer of Chriſt 
a2 be, fteaſicd & made fat with the comforts of God : - Chriſt's 
kiffcs arc mate ſweeter ro my ſoul, then ever thev were, | would 


pot Change my Maſter with all rhe Kings of clay vpn the earth, 


©, my wclbeloved is altogerher lovely & loving. 1 care pot 
what ficrth can doc. 1 per{wade my foul , I dchvered the ruth 
of Cl-riſt coyou, ſlip nor from it, for no boaſts or fear of men : 
If ye goc againſt the crruch of Chriſt , that I now ſuffer tor , 1 
thall bear witneſs againſt you, in the day of Chriſt, Sifter,faſten 
your grips faſt on Chriſt : follow not the Quilcs of (his fhoful 
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world: Ler not this clay=portion of carth rake up your ſoul , it 
is the portion of baſtards, & ye aicachilde of God ; therefore 
ſeek your father's heritage : tend up your heart to fee the dwel- 
ling houſe & fzir rooms » in the new City: Fy , fy upoatheſe , 
whocry, up with the world , & down with Conſcience & Hea- 
ven : We have bairus wits , & therefore we cannot prize Cheſt 
night, Counl.l your busband & mother , ro make them far 
etcrnity * that dayis drawing, nigh. Pray (for me the prilagar 
of Chriſt : | CannUt forger you. 


Aberd. Fecbr. :0., Your la:wſull Paſlor & 
1637. Brothers, S. R. 


To my Lord 
CESS UB AS 


fv Lord. 

Received Mi Ls letter with your Lo:& his learned throughes, 
| m6 the matcer oiCcremonies: | owe reipett to the man*s learn- 
10g, tor that | hear him oppolite ro Arminian Herelics *: bar 
(with reverence of that worthy man} I wonder te bear fach 
popish-like exprefſionszas he hath in his letter , as » Your Lec 
mas ſpare doublings, when the King & Cl:urd have agreed im 
the ſailing of ſuch oracrs tbe Church*s dir. ion m things im> 
diftcrent & circumilantial ( as if lndifferent & Circumftuntid 
wereall une) ſhould be the rute of every priv-ateChr! flian.l eocly 
viewed the papers two hours ſpace, the bearer hafting me to 
write, | tinde the worthy man not ſo ſeen in this coarroverlie,as 
(ome turbulent mcn of our countrey » as he callcch refuſers of 
conſormity: & let me (ay itz] am more confirmed in non-cenjor- 
mitv,when 1 lee (uch a great wit play the agent lo flenderly;burlT 
will lay the blame on the weakneſs of the cauſe,not on the mcan- 
neſs of Mr L's, learning. 1 have ever been & ſtill am confidere, 
that Britain cannot ws Ao one argument a ſcandalo'& I long 
ed much to bear Mr L. ſpeak tothe cauſe; I would ſayzif ſome 
ordinary Divine had anſwered as Mr E. doeth , that be under= 
ood not the nature of Scandal : but 1 dare not vilific that wor- 
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wx ſo. I am now upon the heat offome other employment, 
I shall, God willing » anſwer this , to theſatisfying of any not 
prejudged. 1 will not fay » that every one is acquaint with the 
reaſon. 11 my l*tter, from God's preſence & bright shiniog face, 
in luffcring for this cauſe: Ariſtotle never knew the medium of 
the concluſion; & Chriſt faith, few know it. See Rev. 2: 17. 1 
am ſure, a conſcience, ſtanding in aw ofthe Almighty,& fearing 
to make a little ole in the bottom for frar of underewater, is 2 
firong medium, ro hold off an erroneous concluon, in the leaft 
wing or lith of ſweet , {weert Truth, that concerneth the royal 
Prerogzative of our Kingly & highcſt Lord Jeſus : And my Wit- 
neſs isin hcaven , 1 ſaw neither plerſuce nor proft nor honour, 
ro book me, or catch me, incntriog io priſon for Chrift; bur the 
wind on my face forthe preſent : And if I had lovedroficep ina 
whole »kir, with the calc & preſent delight » that I ſaw on this 
fide offun & moon, 1 should have lived at caſe in good hopes, to 
fare 25 well as others. The Lord knoweth,l preferred preaching 
of Chritt, & ſtill doe, ro any thing next to Chriſt himſelf; and 
their new Canons rook my one, my one joy from me, which 
was to me, as the poor man's one eyethart had no moe; & alas, 
there 15 little Jodgiog in their heart for piry or mercy , to pluck 
out 2 poor man's onecye, for 4 thing indifferent » i. r. for knots 
of ftraws, & things (as they mean) off the way to heaven. 1 
defire ror, that my name take journeys &goe a pilgrim to Cam- 
bridve, for f-ar I come in the ears of Authority. I am ſufficient» 
ly burot alrcady. In the mean time, be pleaſed rorrys if the 
Bishop of St Andrews, & Glaſpory, Gallowasy*s Ordinary , 
will be pleaſcd to abate from the hear of their wrath, and ler me 
oe ro ray charge, Few know the heart of apriſoner; yet | bope 
the Lord shall hew his own glory, our of as knotty timber as [ 
am, Keep Chriſt, my dear & worthy Lord: pretended paper-ar- 
guments from angering the mother-Church , that can reel and 
nod & ſtag ger, are not of ſuch weight, as peace with the father 
& husband: let the wife gloom, I care not,if the husband laugh. 
Remember my ſervice to my Lord your father » & Mother, 
& your Lady. Grace be with you. 
aberd. Jan, 24.1637, Your; at all obodience in Chrift,S,R. 
To 
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To his Reverend o& dear Brother 


ww ROBERT BLAIR. 
Reverend & dear Brother, 
== reaſon ye gave for your not wricing tome, affefterh 


me much , & giverh me a dash , when ſuchan one as ye 
conceive an opinion of mey or any thing inme: The ruth is, 
when 1 comehome ro my (elf , O whar perury do: I finde, and 
how teckleſs is my ſuppoled ſiock , & how little have 1! He, to 
whom | am as cryſtal , & who ſceththrough me, & perceiverh 
the Icaſt more that is in me, knoweth that | ſpeak, what I think 
&am convinced of: But men caſt me through a groſs & wide 
fieve: my verv dear Brother, the room of the leaſt of all fainrs is 
roo great for the like of me 2 Bur leſt this shouldyſeem arr, to 
ferch home reputation, | ſpeak no more of it : It is my worth 2 
to be Chriſt's canſomed finner & lick one : Hisrelation rome, 
is,that | am fick,& He is the phylician of whom | ſtand in need; 
Alas! how often play [ faſt & looſe with Chriſt? Hebinderh, 
I looſe; he buildeth, 1 caſt down; he terimmerh up a ſalvation for 
me, & 1 mar it; | caft cut with Chriſt , & he agreeth with me 
again, ewenty times a day; I focfeit my Kingdom & heritage, I 
loſe what [ had; bur Chriftis at my back, and following on, to 
ſioop & take up what fallerh from me; Were Tin heaven, & had 
the crown 00 my head , if Freewell were my tutour , I should 
loſe heaven; ſecing | loſe my {elf, what wonder I should ler goes 
& loſe Jeſus my Lord. O well to me for evermore, that I bave 
cracked my credis with Chriſt , & cannot by law art all borrow 
from him , upon my feckle(s & worthleſs bond & faith! for my 
faich & reputation with Chriſt, is, thatl am a creature thar 
God will ner pur any truſt ivro: 1 wass & am bewildered with 
temptations,& wanted a guide ro heaven. O whar have { ro fay 
ofthar excellent, ſurpaſſing and ſupereminent thing, they call 
The prace of God » 5 6. way of free redemption in Chriſt! And 
when poor, poorl, deadinlaw, was fold, fertered & ime 
piiſoacd in Juſtice's cloſeſt ward, which is bell & —_ 
Vwaca 
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whenl, a wretched one,lipbred upon noble Leſus , eternally king; 
Jeſus, tender bearted Teſus; nay » when he lighted upon me fir, 
& knew me, 1 found that he ſcorned to take a price or any thing, 
like hire, of Angels, or Seraphims, or any of his creatures; ang 
therefore, | would praiſe him for this , that che whole armic of 
the redeemcd ones fit rent-free in heaven: Ourboldinn is b<tte; 
then Blench: Weare all Free-bolders; & ſecing our etcrnall (ey. 
duty is but thanks , Oh wocfull me/chat I have bur (pris thank, 
& broken , lame & miſcarricd praiſes to give aim; & fo wy 
lilver is not good & current with Chriſt y were it noc that free 
merits have ſtamped it , & washenit & n© both ! Anltor m 
Gilence , I ee fome what better throagh it now ; it my high & 
loity one , my princely & Royall Malter {ay , Hold, k-11 thy 
peace, | lay bonds on thee thou ſpeak none. I would fin be 
conteut z & let my hire be ſmothered acer a*hcs , withour light 
or flam:: Icannot help it: Itakelaws trom my Lord, butt 
give none, As for your journey to F. yedoe well ro follow it: 
The camp is Chriſt's ordioary bcd : A carrie bed is kindly to 
the Beloved , down in this lower houſe: It may bes, & who 
knowcth bur our Lord hath ſome Centurions, ye arc (ent vs : 
Secing your angry mother denieth you lodging & houſeeroom 
with her z Chrniſt'scall ro unknown faces mult be your ſecend 
wind , ſceing yecannot havea fir}, Octhar our Lord would 
watcr again, with ancw vilice, this picee withered & dry hill of 
our widow-mount aton !' My Dear Brother, 1 will think ir 
comfort , if ye (peak my name to our welb:loved: whercyer ye 
are, I am mindefull of you. O thatthe Lord would yer make 
the light of the moon ia Scotland like rhe light of the ſun, and 
the light of che fun ſcven fold brighter. For my ſelf, as yer[ 
have reccived no anſwer whicher to goes I wait on; O that 
Jeſus had my love! Ler marrers frame as they liſt , I have ſome 
more todo: with Chriſt; yer 1 would fain we were nearer. Now, 
the great shepherd of the sheep,, the very God of peace , cſta® 
blish & confirm you » till the day of his coming, 


Aberd. Sept. gz Yours in bis lovely & ſweet 
1637. Lord Iejus, $. KR, 
| To 


To 
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To the Lady 


SS == ME S IT SS nm 
MISTRESS. 


Race, mercy and peacebeto you: My ſoul longeth onee 

againto beamongſt you , and to bchol4 chat beauty of 
the Lord, that I would fee in his houſe: But I know nor if, he in 
whoſe hands are all our wayes, fcerhit expedient for his glory? 
lowe my Lord (1 know) ſubmiſſion of ſpirit , ſuppoſe he 
thould rarn me intoa ſtone or pillar of Cale. Oh thartl were 
be, in whom my Lord could be elorificd, ſuppole my 
licele heaven weie forfeired, to buy glory ro him 5cfore mcn 
and Angels ſuppoſe my want of his preſeric*, and (epara- 
tion from Chriſt wereapillar, as high as tc 1 kcavens » for 
Chriſt's glory ro ſt 1nd upon, above all rhe world! What am 
| ro him? How lintle am I (though my fez:hers ſNood our, as 
broad as the morning light) roſuch a high , touch a | [fry , 
to ſuch a never-cnough admired and glorious Lord ' Ay tals 
are heavy, becauſe »f my ſad ſabbaths 5 but xnow, they 
arclefs then my high provocations: I fcek no more, bur 
that Chriſt may be the gainer, and I the loler; that he may 
be railed and hicohencd » andicrv:d down, and my worth 
made duſt before his glory. Oh that Scotland, all with 
one shout , would cry up Chriſt, and that it; name were 
high in this land / I findethe very urmoſt borders of Chriſt's 
high excellcacy and deep (ſweetneſs, heaven 22d carth's won- » 
der. O whats He ,,if[ could win-in to (fe bis inner fide ! 
Oh | am run drv of loving » and wonderivg, ard adoring 
of thar greateſt and moſt admirable one! Woes wor is me, 
| have not halt-love for im! Alas what can mv drop tocto 
bis great (ca! What gain is itro Chriſt» th:c 1 have caſtcn 
my hlitrie foarkle 10 his great hre! What can | giveto him ? 
Ob that | had love rohilla thouſand worlds, tharl might 
emprie my foul of ic all upon Chriſt ! I think | haye 
vow jult realon ro quite my part of any hope or 

loye 
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ove that I havero this ſcum , ard the refuſe of the drofs of 
God's work-manship , this vaipcarths I owe to this ſtormy 
world { whoſe kindneſs & heart to me hath been made of iron, 
or olapiece of a wilde ſca-1fland , that never a creature of 
God ycr lodged in} not a look: I oweit no love, no hope ; & 
therefore, Ob if my love were deadroit, & my ſoul dead to 
it! Whatam [obliged rothis houſe of my pilgrimage? A 
ſtraw for all that God hath made , ro my foul's liking , except 
God, & that lovely one Leſus Chrift:Seingl am not this world's 
debrer , I defire, I may b: ſtriped of all conhdence in any thing, 
bur my Lord , that he may be for me» &1for my only, 
onely , onely Lord ; rhat he may be the morning & evcaing. 
tide , the rop & the root of my joyes , & the heart & flower & 
yolk of all my ſoul's delights. O let menever lodge any crea- 
ture in my bcart & coofidence ! Let the houſe be for him: 1 
rejoycc, that ſad dayes cur off apiece of the leaſe of my shorr 
life ; & that my shadow {even while 1 ſuffer} wearcth long , 
& my evcring haſtencrh on. 1 have cauſe ro love home with all 
my heart , & torake the opportunity of the day, to haſten ro 
the end of my journey , before the night come on , whereing 
man cannot ſte ro walk or work ; that once after my falls, 1 
may at night fall-in , weary andrtired as 1 am, in Chriſt's bo» 
ſom , & berwixt his breaſts: Our priſon canvor be our beſt 
countrey: This world looketh ror like beaven & the happinefs, 
that our tired ſouls would be at; therefore it were good to (eek 
abour for the wind , & hoiſc up our failes towards our new Fe. 
ruſalem , for that is our beſt, Remember a priſoner to Chriſt, 
Grace, gracebe with you. 


«Aberd. 1617+ Yours in bis onely Lord 
OS Maſter, 5.K, 
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To my Lord 


CHRHAIGOHALT Ki 


My L. ord. 


Received one letter of your Lo: from C. & "another of late 

from A.B. wherein I inde vour Lotin perplexity what to doe? 
Bot let mc entreat your Lo: nvt to cauſe your (clt miſtakeTruth 
& Chriſt , becauſe they ſcea to encounter with your peace & 
eale: My Lord, remember that a priſoner hath writren it to 
you, As the Lord li-eth, if ve put to your hand with other Apoſ- 
rates in this land, to puil din the ſometime beautifull raberna- 
ceo Chriſt inthis land, & 101n bands with them in one bair= 
breadih, to welcome Amtichrijl to Scotl and, there is wrath gone 
out [rom the Lord apainſt vou & vour houſe, 1Ff the terror of a 
Lit 4 hath ov cert AKC you » > YOUTr Lo! look:rh ro (leepin your 
neſt in peace, & to rake the neareſt hore there are many wayes, 
t09t00 many wayes, how to shute Chriſt with ſome ill. washen 
and foul diſtinQions; bur aſlure your ſelf, ſuppole a King should 
aflure you, he would be your Gud (as he shall never be, for that 
piece of ſcrrvice) your clay-god $hall die, and your carnall 
counſellers , when your conleirnee thall ſtorm againſt you , 3c 
ye complain to them » they will lay, What is that tows £ Be- 
leve nots that Chriſt is weak, or that he is notable ro fave: Of 
two hres that ye cannce pals , taxe theleaſt: Some few years will 
brios us all out in our black's avd white's, before our Judge $ 
Ertercity is nearer to you > then yeareaware of : Togoe on in 
acourle of defection, when ancolightncd conſcience 15 ſtirring » 
&] 0KIng vou inthe face, & crying within you , That ve are 
geny an rol way, IS, 4 ſtep ro the fin againſt the holy Ghoſis 
Either many of this land are near that fin , or clſe I know nor 
what it is : And if this , for which [ pow fuftcr,, be not the way 
of peace , & the King's bigh-wav to falvation , 1 beleeve 
there is not a way at all; There is por ſuch breadth and elbow - 
roo in the way to heaven, as men beleeye , Howbeir 
Y 3» this 
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this day be not Chriſt's , the morrow $hall be his : I beleeve 
aſſuredly , our Lord shall repair the old waſte places and his 
ruined houſe y in Scotland ; & ths wilderneſs shall yet bloſſom 
as the roſe, My very worthy & drar Lord » Wait upon him , 
who bideth bj; te Tromtbebeuies Facob z & loek for him : 
wait patiently al-ttle vpon the bridegroom's return againy that 
your ſoul may live, and ye may rejoyce with the Lord's inberi. 
trance: Idarc pawnd my lilc and foul for it; if ye take this 
ſtorm with born« down Chriſt , your $skic shall quickly clcar, 
& your fair morning dawn. Thiok (as the truth is) that 
Chriſt is juſt now faviog , And will ye alſo leave me? Ye 


have a fair occation to viatific Chriſt now , ityevil ſtay with 
him , & want ths. :i's flicep with your fuftcring Saviour one 
hour, now whon ocurlurnd hath fallen allcep , and leaverh 


Chriſt ts jend /or bimjcl/, 1 prof.is my (elf bur a weak feeble 
man: when Icame firſt co Chriſt's camp , I had nothing to 
naintainthis war » or to bear me our 1n this encounter , and 
I am little better yer 4 bur fince , 1 inde furniture, armour 
and ſireapth from the concrated C__ the Prince of 
our lalvation 5 who Wars peatctcd i rough luftcriog : | 
elicem luftering tor Chriſt a Kirg's life. I hade, that our 
waurts qualitic us for Chriſt ; & howbeit your Lo; write, ye 
deipaic ro attain to fuch a communion & f.llowship , (which 
1 would nut have you to think; ) yet would ye nobly and 
couragcouſly veprures to make over ro Chriſt , for his honowr 
nov licing at rhe ſtake , vour eſtare, place and honour z; He 
would lovingly and larg-ly :<quire you » & give you a King's 
word for a recompenſc : Venture upon Chriſt's come , and 
] dareſwear , yevhall fay, as it is P/al. 16: 9+ I bleſs the Lord 
who pave me counſel» My very worthy Lord , many eyes, in 
both the kingdous » are upon you now , and the eye of our 
Lord is upon you $ acquite your (clt mantully for Chriſt: 
Spill not this pood plav: Subſcribe a blank ſubmiſſion , and 
pur it 10 Chriſt's hands: Win, win the blefliogs and pray- 
ers of your lighing and ſorrowfull mother=chburch , (ce 

your help: Win Chriſt's bond [who is a King of his word) 
for # bupdred fold more even inthis life, 1f a weak man bath 


pal 
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paſt a promiſe toa King , ro make « ſlip to Chriſt» (if wc look 
T* "lt & blood I wonder nor of it » poll bly ! might have JYone 
worſe my ſelf , bur) addenot further ule els, to goe onin 
ſuch a ſcandalous and toul way: Remember that thore is» 24 
woe , woe to bim by hom otfoices comes This ave cane out 
of Chriſt's mouth , and it 14 heavier then the woe of the Law : 
It is the Mediator's vengeance » & that 1s two v oreances oO 
thoſe who are Colightucd : Free your ({:1f frow unlawiull 


* 


anguisb, about 2dviting & refulving % Wh.n the truch 15 come 
to your hand, ho'd it tit > goe not 15111 ro make a new 
ſcarch and cnquiry for truth ; It is calte to caufe conſcictuce 
belerve, as ye writs notas ye krow: Iris catic for you, to 
caſt your light into priſon , and detain God's truth 10 unrighe 
teouſneſs 3 But that priſoner will break ward , ro your income 
parable rorture; Fear your light , and fland in aw of it; for 
it is from God: Think what honour it is, in this ife a!'os to 
be corolled to the ſucecediog ages , amongſt Chriſt's witneſies, 
ſtandiog againſt the re-entry of Antichriſt ; 1know certainly, 
your light looking torwo waycs z and to the rwofides , cryerh 
thame upon the courſe , that they would coun'tl you to follow: 
The way , that is balſcy and compartner with the ſmoke of 
this fat world, & with caſe, ſmelterh Qirong of a foul and 
falſe way. The Prince of peace » he who brought again 
from the dead , the great Shepherd of his sheep, by the blood 
bf the erernall covenant, cltablich you , and give you ſound 
light z & counſel you to follow Chriſt. Remember my obliged 
ſervice tomy Lord your Father, & Mother, & your Lady, 
Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Auguſt, 16, Your Lo: at a!! obliged obedience, in 
137, bs ſweet Lord Feſws. SR. 
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T JEAN G ORD © N. 
My very dear & loving Sifter. 


Race, mercy & peace be royou: I long to hear from 
you: I exbort you to ſet wp the brae to the King's city, 
that muſt be raken with yiolence. Y our aftcrnoon's lun is wear- 
inglow : Time will eat up your frail life, like a worm gnaw- 
ing at the root of a May. flower : Lend Chriſt your heart : Ser 
him as a ſcal there: Take him in within, and let the world & 
children ſtand at the door 3 they are not yours: make you 
and them for your proper owner z Chriſt ; Itis good, Heis 
your husband and their father ; What mifſiog can there be of 
a dying man , when God filleth his chair ? Give hours of the 
day toprayer: Fash Chriſt , (If 1 may ſpeak fo) andimper- 
tune him, beofren at his gate; give his door no reſt ; I can 
rell you , be will be found, Owhar ſweet fellowship is berwizr 
him and me! Iam impriſoned , but he is not impriſoned :; 
He hath shamed me with kindneſs : He hath come to my pri- 
ſon, andrun away with my heart and all my love; Well 
may he brooke it: I wish my love get neyer an owner bur 
Chriſt: Fy , fy upon old lovers, that held us ſo long aſunder! 
We thall not partnow: He and1 hall be heard, before he 
win out of my grips : Ircſolyero wreſtle with Chriſt, ere 
I quite him : But my lovero him bath caften my ſoul in a fever, 
and there is no cooling of my fever, cull I ger real poſiefſion 
of Chriſt: O ſtrong, ſtrong love ef Jeſus , thou haſt wounded 
my heart with thine arrows! Opain! O pain of love for 
Chriſt! Who will help me to praiſe? Let me have your 
prayers. Grace be with you. 


Aberd, March. :3, Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637+ Feſws, S- Re 
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To GRISSAL FULLERTON. 


Dear $ iſter. 


Exhort you inthe Lord , to {:ck your one thing , Marie's 
J;ood parts that shall not be taken from you : Ser your heart 
& ſoul on the Childrens inheritance: This clay-idol.che world, 
is but for Baſtards, & ye are his lawfull begortenchilde ; Learn 
the way » (as your dear mother hath gone before you) ro 
kaock at Chriſt's door ; Many an almes of mercy hath Chriſt 

iven to Her, & hath abundance bchinde to giveroyou: Ye 
arethe ſeed of the fairhfull, & bora within the Covenant, claim 
your right, 1 would nor exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten worlds 
ef glory: I know now (bicfled be my teacher) how tro sbue 
the lock, & unbolt my welbeloved's door & he materh a poor 
ſtranger welcome, when he cometh rohis houſes I am (welked 
vp, & ſatisfied with the love of Chriſt, that is berter then wine: 
Ir is a fire in my foul; let hell & the world caft water on it, they 
will not mend themſclves : I have now gotren theright gareof 
Chriſt : I recommend him to you above all things : Come & 
finde the ſmell of his breath : See if his kiſles be not faycer : He 
defireth no berter then ro be much made of : Be homely with 
him , & ye hall be the more welcome: Ye know not, how 
fain Chriſt would have all your love. Think not this is imagie 
nations & bairns- play , we make din tor: 1 would not ſuffer 
for ity if it were ſo: 1 dare pawnd my heaven forir, rhat it is 
the way to glory; Think much of truth & abhorre theſe wayes 
deviſed by men in God's worship. The Grace of Chriſt be with 
you. 


«Aberd. March. 14. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
1637. Feſus, $. R. 
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ToPATRICK CARSE N. 


Dear & loving friend. 

I Cannot bur,upon the opportunity of a bearer, *exhort you, 
corcligne the love of your youth to Chriſt , & , in thig day, 
while your ſunis high, and your youth ſerveth you, ro ſeek the 
Lord and his face ; for thereis nothing ont of hraven fo ne» 
ccflary for YOUs as Chriſt: And ye cannot beig! orant, but your 
day will end, & the night of death will call you from the plea» 
ſures of this life, & a doom given out in death Itanderh for ever, 
as lang as God liveth. Youth ordinanily is a Pof? & ready (er. 
vant for Satan, to run crravds; for it 1s a neſt for loſt , curling , 
drunkenneſs, blaſpheming of God , lying, pride % vanitie. O 
that there wereſuch an heart in you, as to fear the Lord, and to 
dedicate your ſoul & body to his ſervice: When thetime comerh 
that your cye-ſtrings shall break, & your face wax pale, and 
legs & arms tremble, & vour breath grow cold , & your poor 
foul look out art your priiſon=houſe of __ be (et at liberty ; 
then a good conſcience, & your Lord's ftvour , (hall be worth 


all the world's glory; Seck it as your garland and crown. Grace 
be with you, 


«Aberd. March, 14- Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1636. Feſus , S. R. 


. 
———.. 


WIOUWSNS CATER 


My welbeloved & dear friend.” 


Very one ſcekerh not God; & far fewer finde hims becauſe 
they ſeck amiſs ; He is to be ſought for above all things, if 
men would finde what they ſcek;Let feathers8&5hadows alone to 
children, & gore (eck your welbeloved : Your onely errand to 
the world, is » to wooe Chriſt ; therefore pur orher lovers 
fram about his houſe, & let Chriſt have all your love , without 
minching or dividing it ; 1c i 1iccle enough, if there were _ 
| © 
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ofir:; The ſerving ofthe world & fin hath bar a baſe reward & 
ſmoke, in ſtead of pleaſures ; and bur a night dreamyfor true caſe 
to the ſoul ; Goe where ye will, your ſoul shall nor fleep ſound 
bur in Chriſt's boſom: Come in ro himy & lic down, % reſt you 
09 the lain Son of God, and enquire for him: [ ſought hiza,and 
now 4 fig for altthe worm-carcn pleaſures, & morh- cartcn glo- 
ry out ot heaven, fince [| have found bim ; avdin him all can 
waat or wish: He hath made m: a King over the world: Princes 
e&s cannot overcome me: Chriſt hath given me the marriage 
kiſs , and he hath my marriage-love : We have made up afull 
bargain, that Shall nor goe back on either ſide: Oifye, and 
all 1a that countrey » knew what (weer terms of mercy are bc- 
ewixt him and me ! Grace be with you. 


«Aberd. March, 11. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637: Feſus, S, BR. 
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To the Lady 
B Oo Y D. 
M AD 4A M. 


| have written to your La: crenow , but peoples be- 
leeving there is in methart which I koow there is not, hath puc 
me out of loye with writing to any; forir is cafic to put religion 
to a marker & publick fair, buc alas! it is not ſo ſoon made eye- 
ſweet for Chiſt: My Lord ſceth me a tired man far bebinde; I 
havegotren much love from Chriſt , bu I give him lictle or 
none again: My white 641e cometh our in paper to men , bur at 
home & withinI fiode much black work,&great cauſe of a low 
Gil, & oflittle boaſting ; & yer, howbeir 1 ſee challengesro be 
true, the manner ofthe Tempter's preſſing ofth:m is uahoneſty 
& in my ownthoughts, knavisb-like: My peace is, that Chriſt 
may fade ſale and outing ofhis wares , in the like ofmes IT 
mean , for ſaving grace; Iwish all profeſſors ts fall in love 
with Grace ; All our ſongs should be of his free Grace: We 
arc but tos lazic and carcleſs, 1n ſecking of it; Itis all 
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our riches we have here, & glory inthe bud: I wish, I could 
fer out Free Grace : I was the Law's man, & under the Law, 
& under a curſe ; but Grace brought me from under that hard 
Lord, &1 rejoyces that I am Gract's Free-holder : I pay tri. 
burte to none for heaven , ſeeing my land & heritage holdeth of 
Ch:iſt, my new King : Inficice wiſdom hath deviſcd this exe 
ccllent way of Freeehelding , for finners; It is a better way tg 
heaven, then the old way that was in Adam's dayes : It hath 
this fair advantage , that no man's emprineſs & want lJayeth an 
1hibirion upon Chriſt , or hindererth his ſalvation: (& har is 
far beſt for me) bur our new Land Lord purterh the names of 
Dyvours & Adam's forlorn Heirs, & beg gers,& the crooked & 
blinde, in the free charters: Heaven & Angels may wonder,thay 
we have gotten ſuch a gate of lin & hell; Such a back-entry our 
of hell , as Chriſt made, & brought out the captives byy is more, 
then my poor shallow thoughts can comprehend:T would think 
ſuffcrings , plory, (& 1 am ſometimes nor far fromir, ) if my 
Loid would give me a new almes of free grace, I hear, that the 
Prelatsare intending banishment for me ; but for more grace, 
& noother hire, 1 would make it welcame : The bits of this 
clay-houſe, the carth y & the other fide of the fea, aremy 
father's : If my (weet Lord Jeſus would bud my ſufferings , 
with a new meaſure of grace, 1 were a rich man 7 But I have 
not now of a long time found ſuch high ſpring-tides, as former - 
ly: Theſcais out, & the wind ofthis Spirit calm, & I can» 
not buy a wind , or by requeſting the ſea cauſeir ro flow again; 
onely , I wait on , upon ;- banks & shores fide s till the Lord 
ſcnd a fofl ſea, that with up-ſailes 1 may lifr up Chriſt: Yer 
ſorrow for his abſence is ſweer; & ſighes, with Saw ye him whom 
wy ſor loverh, have their own: dclights: Oh that I might 
gither hunger againſt his long-lookcd- for return ! Well were 
my ſon}, if Chriſt were the clement , mine own element, & that 
I loved & breathed in him , & if 1 could not live witbour hin: 
I allow not Iwghter upon my fſclf , when He is away ; yet He 
never leaveth the houſe, bur be leaverth drink-money bchinde 
him, & a pawnethar he willreturn : Woe , woe tome» if he 
Should goc away,& take all bis fitting with him: Even to dream 
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of him is (weer: To build a houſe of pineing wishes for his return, 
ro (pia out 4 web of ſorrow, & care,% languishing & ſighes » ct 
ther dry or wet, as they may be, becauſe he bath no letfure (iff 
may ſpeak ſo) ro make a vilite, or toſce a poor friend, (weertnerh 
& refresherth the choughes of the heart: A miltic dew will ſtand 
for rain, & doe ſome good, & keep [ome greennels in the herbs, 
till our Lord's clouds ruc upon the earth , & ſznd down a water. 
ing ofrain: Truly , I rhink Chriſt's miſtic dew a welcome meſs 
age from heaven, till my Lord's rain tall : Woe, woe is me for 
the Lord's vineyardia Scotland. Howbeit the Father of the 
houſe embracea childe » & feed him , & ki him ; yer ir is ſor= 
row and ſadneſs to the children, that our poor mether hath 
gotten her leave > & that our Father hath giveo up houſe: Ir 
1s an unheartſom thing, to ſee our Father & Mother agree (o ill; 
yer the Baſtards, if they be fed, care not ; O Lord caſt not wa. 
ter 00 Scotland's (moking coal, Iris aſtrange gate the faints 
ove to heaven , our enemies often cat & drink us , & we goeto 
caven through their bellies & ſtomacks , & they yomir the 
church of Gol , undigeſted among their hands » & even while 
we are shur up inpriſons by them , we adyance in our journeys 
Remember my ſervice to my Lord , your kinde Son , who was 
kinde to me in my bonds , & was not ashamed to own me: C 
would be glad , that Chrift got the _—_— ſervice of his lifes 
now in his young years: It would ſute him well, to give 
Chriſt his young & green loye ; Chriſt's tawp and ſcal would 
oe far down ina young ſoul > If he would recciverhe thruſt of 
Chriſt's ſtamp : 1 would defirehim , to make ſearch for Chriſt; 
for Nobles now are bur dry friends to Chriſt, The Geace of 
God our Father , & the good will of him , who dwelt in the 
bush, be with your £4. 


«Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
1637. Feſus. $, R. 
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To the Lady 
CARDONNESS ELDER, 


Worthy & mwelbeleved in the Lord. 

Racez mercy & peace beroyon ; 1 'Ong to hear from 

you in paperythat I may know, how your 1oul proſpercth ! 
My defire & longing is, to hear that ye walkin the truth, & rhar 
ye are content to follow the deſpiſed , bur moſt lovely , Sonof 
God; I cannot but recommend him unto you , as your hus- 
baud, your welbeloved , your portion , yonrcomfort & your 
joy: I ſpeak this of that lovely one, becavle | praiſe & coramend 
rhe foord (as we ulc to ſpeak) as | finde ir; He hath warercd 
with his ſwcer comforts an oppreſſed priſoner; He was alwayes 
kinde ro my ſoul, but never ſo kinde as now, in my greateſt 
extremities ; I dine & ſup with Chriſt: He viſiteth my ſoul 
with the vifitations of love, in the night-warches, 1 perſwade 
my ſoul, that this is the way to heaven, & his own Truth, I now 
ſafer for. I exhort you, in the name of Chtiſt, roconrinoein 
the truth, which I delivered ro you. Make Chriſtfure ro your 
foul ; for your day draweth nigh to anend:* Many flide back 
now , who ſeemed to be Chriſt's friends, & prove dishoneſt ro 
him : But be ye faithfull tothe death, and ye $ball haverhe 
crown of life : This ſpan-lenpth of yotr dayes z whereof the 
Spirit of God ſpeakerh Pſal. 29. will within a short r1me, come 
to a finoey-breadth, & at length to nothing #' O how (weer avd 
comfortable shall the feaſt of a good ronicience bt ro yous 
when your eye. ſtrings shall break, your face waz pale , & the 
breath turn cold , & your poor ſovl come fighing to the wine 
dows af the houſe ofclay of your dying body , & shalllong to 
be out, & ro have the jaylor to open thedoor, rhat the priſoner 
may be {er at liberty: Yedraw nigh the water-tide: look your 
accounts: Ask for your guide ro tak: youto the other fide: Let 
ncg the world be your portion: What have ye to doe with dead 
Clay? Yeare not a baſtard bur a lawfull begorten childe; rhere- 
fore (ct your beart on the inheritance; Goe up before wo” 
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and ſce your lodging : Look through all your father's rooms 
in bcaven , in your father's houſe are many dwelling-placesz 
Men take a fight of lands ere they buy them : 1 know Chriſt 
hath made the bargain already : But be kindeto the houſe ye 
are going to » & (ce it ofren: Ser your heart on things thar 
are above » where Chriſt is , at the right hand of : Stir 
up your busrband, to minde his own countrey at home: Counſel 
him todeal mercifully with the poor people of God under him: 
They are Chriſt's & not hiss therefore delire him to shew thean 
mercifall dealing & xindneſs z & :o be good rotheir ſouls, I 
deſire you to writero me, It may bez , that my Parish forget 
me; but my witneſs is in heaven , 1 dow nor , I doe not forger 
them: They are my Eghes in the night , & my tearsin the day: 
I think my ſelflike av ns plucked from the wife of his 
youth: O Lordbe my Judge » what joy it would be to my 
ſoul ro hear , that my miniſtery hath lefc the Son of God among 
them , & that they are walking in Chriſt! Remember my 
lovero your Sonand Daughter : Defire them from me to 
ſcek the Lord in their vouth , and to give him the morning of 
their dayes: Acquaint them with the word of God & prayer. 
Grace be with you. Pray for thepriſoner of Chriſt: In my hearr 
I forget you not, 


Aberd. March. 6. Yourlawfull & loving Paſtor, in bu 
1637. onely Lord Feſis, S. R. 


| — 


To Mr. 
JAMES HAMILT ON, 


Reverend & dearly beloved in our Lord. 


Races mercy & peace bero you: Our acquaintanceis nei- 

ther in bodilypreſence,nor in paper zbut as ſons of the ſame 
father, & ſufferers for the fame rtruth. Let no man doubt, bur the 
ſtateofour queſtion, we are now forced to ſtandio by ſuffering, 
axile&imprilonment,is, I/ Teſws 1hould reign over his Kirkor nos? 
Oh 


5O Mr RuTaHzxroORD's Epiſt. 189; 
O if may finfull arm could hold che crown on his head, howbeix 
ie sbould be ſtriken off from the shoulder-blade. For your cn- 
ſuing & feared trial , my very deareft in our Lord Feſus, Alas! 
what am I toſpeak , rocomfort a fouldier of Chriſt, who hath 
done an hundred times more for that worthy & honourable 
cauſc, then I can doe ! Bur 1 know, thoſe, whom the world was 
not worthy of , wandercd up & downs 1a deſerts y & in moun» 
tains & in dens; & caves of the earth; & that whilerhere is one 
member of myſtical Chriſt our of heaven , that member muſt 
ſuffer Rtrok+s, nil] onr Lord Jeſus draw in that member within 
the gates ofthe new Feruſalemy which he will nor fail rodoe at 
laſt; for not one toe or finger of that body bur ir shall be raken 
in withio che city. What caa be our party in this 27" barrel 
berwixt the Lainb & the Dragon,Bur'to receive the darts in pa- 
rience, th:t rebound off us on upon our ſweer Maſter; or rather 
light firſt upon him, & then rebound oft kim upon his ſervants ? 
I think it aſwect North- wind , that bloweth tirſt upon the fair 
face of the chick among ten thouſandz& then lighreth upon our 
finfull & black ficcs : When once the wind blewerh off him 
upon me, 1 think it hath a ſweet ſell of Chriſt 3 & ſo muſt be 
ſome more tacn alioylecrofs. I know , ye havea guard about 
you» & your attendance & train for your latcty, is far beyond 
your purlucrs torce or traud : It 1s £ood under jeud to be near 
our war=houſe & ſtrong hold : We can doe bur little to refiſt 
them, who periccureus& oppoſehim, but kerp our blood & our 
wounds tothe next Court day, when our complaints will be 
read. If this day be notChriſt's,lam (ure the mort ow s:all be his. 
As for any thing Idotin my bonds, when now and then a word 
falleth from me; alas it is very lirtle } 1am exceedingly greived 
that any Should concave any thing to bez in luch a broken, and 
emprtic reed let vo man impure it to me, that the free and un« 
bought wind (for I gave nothing for it )bloweth upon an emp- 
ty reed; I am his 0: erburdened d:bter. 1 cry, down with me, 
down,down with all theexcellency of the world,$8,up,up with 
Chriſt:Long,long may that fairOve,that holy One be op high: 
* My curſe be upon them that love him not, O how glad would 
I be if his glory would grow our, & ſpring up out of my _ 
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& ſufferings ! Certainly ſince I became his priſoner , he hath 
on the yolk & heart of my ſoul : Chriſt is Cyven become a new 
Chriſtto me, & his love greener then 1t was, & now I ſtrive ro 
more with him , bis love shall carry it away : I lay down my 
{cif under his leye , 1 deſirero ling, & ro cry,% toproclaim my 
{elt, even under the water , in his common » & eternally indeby, 
ed ro his kindneſs: I will not offer ro quite commons with 
him ( as we uſe ro fay) for that will not be: All, all for ever. 
more be Chriſt's. What farther trials are before me, I know notg 
but 1 know, Chriſt will have afaved foul of me, over on the 
other fide of the water , in the yonder fide of croſſes, & beyond 
mens wrongs, I had bur one eyes & thar they have pur ours: 
My one joy » next tothe flower of my joyes » Chrift, was to 
preach my ſweereſt , ſweereſt Maſter » and the glory of his 
Kingdom , and it ſcemed no cruclty to them, roſpur out the 
poor man's one eve. Andnow [ am ſceking about, ro ſee”, if 
ſuffering will ſpeak my fair Ooe's praiſes 3 & Iam trying ifa 
dumb man's congue can raiſe one noe, or one of Ziow's ſprings, 
to advance my Welbeloved's glory: Oh if he would make 
ſome glory to himſelf our of a dumb priſoner! 1 goe with childe 
of his word, I cannot be delivered: none here will have m 
Maſter , Alas ! What aileth them at him ? 1 bleſs you for 
your prayers, adde ro them praiſes: As I am able, I pay 

ou home. I commend your diveiog in Chriſt's Teſtament ; 1 
would , I could ſer our thedead man's good will to his friends, 
in his (weer Teſtament ; Speak apriſoner's hearty commenda. 
tions ro Chriſt: fear nor, yourten dayes will over. Theſe that 
are gathered againſt mount Zjon » their eyes shall melt away 
in their eye-holes and their tongues cooſume away in their 
mouthes , & Chriſt's withered garden shall grow green againg 
in Scotland : My Lord Jeſus hath a word hid in heaven for 
Scotland , not yer brought out. Grace be with you, 


Aberd. July. "4 Your! in bis ſwees Lord P 
1637+ TJ eſs» I R, 
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TeMISTRESS STUART. 


MISTRESS. 

Race , mercy & peace be to you: I am ſorry thatye take 

it (o'hardly, that T have not writtento you. I am judged 
to be that which I am not : I fear y if I were purin the fire, I 
should melr away, & fall down in 5beards of paiored nature:For 
eruly, I bave little ſtuff ar home, that is worth theeye of God's 
ſervants; Ifthere beany thiog of Chriſt's in me, (as Idare 
not deny ſome of his work) it 15 bur a {punk of borrowed fire, 
#hat cav (carce warm my ſelf, & hath lutle heart for Rtaoders by : 
T would faia havethat y which vc and others bclecve | have, 
bur ye arc onely witneſſes to my ovurter fide and rt (ome words 
in paper, Oh that he would give me more then þ 1per-prace 
or fongie- Frace } Wereit not that wane painerl: mc, I should 
have 5hailcd houſes & gone a brgoing long fince ; but Chriſt 
hath lefr me wich ſome hunger > that is more hot then wiſe, & 
is ready often roſay, If Chriſt lyged for me as I doe for bimywe 


thou!ld not be long in meeting ; © 1, - 'o-ed my company aſwel 
as I doe his, even whilel am wr 11.5 117 letter to yourm: should 
flee in otber's arms: But Ikoow, ::2:015 morewil then wit. in 


this languor & piaciog love fir Chrit;& no marvel,fo; Chriſt's 
love would have hor harveſt » 119 cre mid-ſummer; Burifl 
haye any love to him, Chriſt hat'i votiiove ro me, & wit to 
guide bis love: & I fee, the beit cnng 1 have.hath as muc:: drols 
befide ity as night curſe me & it baton; & 1t it werefor no morey 
we have nce4 of a Saviour ropar-157 the vory taulrs, and diſcaſes 
and weakacl ofthe new man » a4 co takeaway (ro{ay fo) our 
godly fins, or the lins of our fanctincationy and the droſs and 
ſcum of (piracual love; WwoOos WOES ITE ' O whar nee is there 
then of Chriſt's calling to ſcour,& cl:antz,8& wash away an woly 
old body of fin, the very in1:- of Satin | Tknow nothing 
ſarer, then that there is an office tor Chriſt amo+g us:1 with for 
no other h:aven, in this fide of the laſt tcazrhat 1 uſt croG,then 
this ſervice of Chriſt , to make my blackaels bauty , wy deads 
neſs life » my guailtiacls Gactification: Ilong awch tor that 
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day, when 1 will be holy : O whar ſpots are yet unwashen } © 
that I could change the skin ofthe leopard and the Mo-r , and 
nrffer it with ſome of Chriſt*s fairneſs ! Were my blackneſs 8 
Chriſt's beaury carded through other (as we uſe to ſpeak,) his 
bauty & holineſs would cat up my filthineſs : But Oh Þ have 
pot caſten old Adam”s hew & colour yet | I trow , thebeſt of 
us hath a ſm*l[ yer of the old loathſom body of fin &: guiltineſs: 
Happy are they for evermore, who can employ Chriſt, & ſer his 
blood & death on work, to make clean workto God , of foul 
ſouls: I know , it is our fin, that we would have ſanftificarion 
on the ſunny fide of the hill , & holineſs with norhiog bur 
ſummer, & noctolles at all: Sin hath made us as tender, asif we 
were made of paper or glaſs. 1 am often thinking, what I would 
think of Chriſt & burning quick rogerher , of Chriſt & ror- 
turing & hot mekeed lead poured in at mouth & navel: yerl 
have ſome weak experience, ( bur very weak indeed that ſuppoſe 
Chriſt & bell's rormenrs were married togethery & ifchere were 
no finding of Chriſt at all , except I went to bell's furnace z 
that there, & in no other place , I could mcert with him; I crows 
if | were, as I have been = [| was his priſoner » I would beg 
lodging for God's ſake in hell's hotteſt furnace z that | mighe 
rub ſouls with Chriſt + Bur, God be thanked, 1 (ball finde bicm 
io a berter lodging: We ger Chriſt better sheap then ſo, when 
he is rouped to us , we get him but witha shower of ſuramer- 
troubles in this life, as (weet & as ſoft to beleevers as a May-dew. 
I would have you . my (elf, helping Chriſt myſtical ro weep 
for his wife:& O that we could mourn for Chriſt buried in Scot= 
land, & for his two ſlain witneſſes killed , becauſe they prophe= 
fied? If we could ſo importune & ſolicitGod, our buricd Lord & 
his ewo buricd witneſſes should riſe again : Earth and clay and 
ſtone will not bear down Chriſt and the Goſpel, in Scotland. 
I know not , if1 will (ce the ſecond temple and the glory of 
it; but the Lord hath deceived me; ifit be not to be reared up 
again ;, | would wishro give Chriſt his welcome- home again z 
My bletfing , my joy » my glory & love be on the home=ced 
mer. I Rade no berter uſe of ſuffering » then that Chriſt's win« 
nowing putterh chaff & cornin the Gor $0 ſugdry places, and 
0 die 
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diſcovercth our dro(s from his gold, fo as corruption and grace 
arc ſo ſeen , that Chriſt ſaith io the furnace, that is minicy and 
#his is yours: The ſcum & the grounds, thy flomack againſt the 
perſecuters, thy impatience, f unbelief , thy quarrelling , theſe 
are thine: And faith, on-waithig , love, Joy , conranes are 
mine. Oh let medic one of Chriſt's 09-waiters , 20d one of his 
attendants, | krow, your heart and Chriſt are marricd together, 
it were not good to make a divorce. Rue not of that mceting 
and marriage with ſuch a husband ; Pray for mc his priſoucr, 
Gracc » grace be with vcu, 

Abecrd. Yours in hes ſweet Lord 
1637 Jeſus, $S.R. 
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To r HUGH MCK A IL L. 


Reverend O& dear Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I received your l:rrer, 

[ bleſs you for itz My dry root would rake more dew. ſums. 
mer-rain theo ut gertcth; were it not, Chriſt will havcdricncls & 
dradanels in us ro work upop : I fthere were no timber to work 
upou » ait would dig and never beſecn : I ee , grace hath x 
field to play upon, and tocourle up and down in our wants , fo 
that | am often thanking God, oor for guiliioeſs ; bur for guil. 
tines for Chriſt , to wher and Sharpen his grace upon; lam 
halfcontent to have boils for my Lard Jclus's plaiſters ; fick. 
neſs hath this advantage, that it drawerh our ſweet Phyſician's 
haod, & his holy & ſoit fingers » rotouch our withered & leper 
skins: it is a blefſt d fever, that fercherh Chriſt tothe bed-fidc: 1 
think my Lord's How doeft thou with it, fick body? Is wonh 
all zay paincd nights : Surely , I have no more for Chiiſt, bur 
emptineſs & want ; take or leave, he will ger me no otherwiſe, 
I muſt ſell my ſelf, and my wants to him , but I have no price 
togive for him 3 Ifhe would put a fair and a real ſcal upon bis 
love to me; and beſtow upon mea larger share of ChriRt's love, 
(which I would [aineft be in hands with of any thiog » I except 
| not 
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not heaven it (elf) I hould goeon fighing, & ſinging under his 
croſs : But the worſt is many take me for ſome-body z becauſe 
the wind bloweth wpon a withered priſoner : Bur the truth is, 
I am both lean and thin » in that , wherein many beleeve [ 
abound. 1 would (if bartering werein my power) nifferj 
vith Chriſt's love and faith , andin ſtead of the hot ſuoshioe, 
be content 10 walk under a cloudy shadow, with moregrief and 
ſadneſs, to have more faith, & a fair occalion of ferting Sth and 
commendineg Chriſt , and ro make that lovely One, that fair 
One, that 1wcerelſt and dearcſt Lord Jelus , market-ſweet for 
many cacs & hearts in Scorland; anditit were in my power, to 
roup Chr:1: tothe threeKingdoms:&withail ro perſwade buyers 
to come, and co take ſuch ſweer wares as Chiiſt 3 I would think 
to have mary tweet bargain; berwixt Chriſt & the ſons of men, 
1 would, | cord be hnmble,& goe witha low fail; I would, [ had 
deſires with wings, & running upon wheels, ſwift & ative and 
ſperdy T: longing for Chriſt's honour : Bur I know, my Lord 
is as wie cre as | dow be thirfly ; & infinitely more zealous of 
his hovcur, then 1 can be hw2gery for the manifeſtation ofir ro 
wen & angels : Bur Ohthat my Lerd would take my defires 
off my havd , & addea thogland fold more untothem , and 
ſor (pit irual inclinations w7on them) tor the comine of Chriſt's 
Kingdom to the ſons of men , that they migur be ioher and 
deeper & longer & broader | For my longeſt meaſures are too 
Short for Chriſt > my deeprth is ebbe, and the breadch of my 
affeions to Chriſt narrowed & pinched. Obh tor an ingine & a 
wit,to pr. [{cribe wayes romen, howChriſt might be alto all the 
world | Wit is here bchinde affeion , and affection behinde 
obl:g ation. Oh how lixtle dog 1 give ro Chiiit: avd how much 
hath he given me / Oh that 1 could fing grace's praiſes, and 
love's praifes ! Secing | was like a fool , ſoliftt;7rhe Law, and 
making moyen to the Law's court for mercy » and found chal 
Icoges that way ; but now | Geny th12r Judge's power; for I am 
Grace*s man; I hold not wor tha din k of water of the Law, or 
of any Lord, bur Jeſus: And:1il L bet ought me ofthis, I was 
ſlain with doubtings , and fears and rerrours. I praiſe the new 
court, audikency Landlord y and the ogy Salvation, pur- 
Z chaſe 
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chaſed in Jeſus bis name , & at bis inſtance : Letthe old man, 
if he pleaſe, goe make his moan to the Law » & feek acquain» 
tance thereawayz becauſc he is condemned in that Court, I 
hope , the new man, & I, & Chiiſt rogether shall not be heard: 
and this is the more loit, & the more ealic way for me,& for my 
cro(s together : Secing Chriſt Gogeth my welcome home , & 
taketh me in,& makcrh short counts, &5short work of reckoning 
berwizt me & my Judge,1l muſt be Chriſt®s man, & his Tennant, 
& {ubje&t to his Court ; I am (ure , ſuffering for Chriſt could 
not be born otherwiſe : But I give my hand & my faith to all, 
who would ſufter for Chriſt, thc y Shall be well handled, & fare 
well in the ſame way » that | have found the Cro(s calic & light, 
Grace be with you, 


Aberd July. 8, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſust , S.R. 
To ALEXANDER GORDON. 
Of Garlock. 


Dear Brother. 

Y Race , mercy & peace be wm : If Chriſt were ac | am, 
(, that tine could work upon him to alter him , or that the 
morciow could be a aew day to him) or bring a new minde upon 
him,as it is ro mc a new day. I could not keep a houle or a cove» 
naat with him; But I hode Chriſt co be Chriſt, & thar he is 
far, far , even infigite heaycus height above man: And that 
is all our happineſs, Sinners can doe nothing , but make 
wound: , that Chriſt may heal them ; avd make debrs, rhat he 
may pay them ; and make falls , that he may raiſe them ;, & 
deaths, that be may quicken them; & ſpin out & dig hells 
ro themſelves, that he may ranſom them. Now I will bleſs the 
Lord, that eyer there was ſuch athing as he free Grace of God, 
&a free ranſom given for (old ſouls: Only, alas guilrineſs makerh 
measbamed to apply Chriſt , & to think ir pridein me , ropur 
out my unclean & withered hand to ſuch a Saviour ! bur ir is 
neither shame nor pride, for adrowning man to ſwim to a rocks 


gor for 3 5hip-brokca ſouls $0 run higulclf a bore upon Chriſt, 
Supe 
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Suppoſe once I beguilty z need force T cannot, I dow not goe 
by Chriſt: We take in good part that pride , that beg nhs 
from the richer: & who is ſopgorat we? & who is forich as 
he who (clleth fine gold z Rev. 3: 18; Ifethen, itis our beſty 
C let guiltineſs plead what ir liſterh} that we have no mean un- 
der the covering of heaven,bur to creep in lowly& ſubmiſſivel yz 
with our wantsto Chriſt : T have alſo cauſe to give his croſs a 
good name & report. O how worthy 1s Chriſt of my fecklefs 
& light ſuffering, & how hath he deſerved it at my hands, thar, 
for bis honour &glory, I should lay my back under ſeven hells= 
pain in one, if he call me to that: bur alas! my ſoul is like a shipy 
ran on ground through cbbeneſs of water: I am ſanded, 
and my loveis ſanded: I finde not howto bring it on float 
again » it is ſo co!d and dead , that I ſee not how to bring ir ro 
a flame: Fy , fy upon the mecting, that my love hath given 
Chriſt : woe , woe is me z I havea lover Chriſt, & yer 1 want 
love for him : I have a lovely & defirable Lord , who is loves 
worthy, & who b:ggeth my love & heart, & I have nothing ro 

ive him, Dear Brother, come further in on Chriſt , & ſeea 
new treafure in him : comein , & look down, & ſee Angels 
wonder , & heaven & carth's wonder of love, ſweerneſs , mas 
jeſty & excellency in him. 1 forger you not: pray for me, that 
ourLord would be plcaſed roſend me among you again,fraughte 
ed & full of Chriſt, Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637- Feſus. S.R. 
To JOHN BELL Elder. 
My very loving friend 


Race , mercy & peace beto you? Thave very often & 

'$ long expeRted your lerterybut tf ye be well in ſoul & body, 
I am the leſs ſolicitous: I beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus,ro minde 
our countrey abovez&oow when old age,thetwilight going be= 
fore the darkneſs of the grave, & the falling low of your ſun be- 
fore yaur nightziz now come upon you,advife withChrifty ere ye 
pur your foor in the sþip,& turn your back on this life: Many are 
Z 3 beguiled 
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beguiled with this,.thar they are frce o! (candalous & ci Iny aog- 
minations; but rhe tree that bringeth not forth good tru 35 tor 
thefire 3 the man that is not born again cannot enter into the 
kingdoto ofGod:commor: boncſty will not take a a to heaven: 
Alas that nzexnsRould think they ever met with Chiilt , who had 
never a lick nightzthrough the ter;outs ofGod in thu foal, or a 
ſore heart for in, I know , the Lord hath given you light, & 
the knowledge of his will z bur that is not ail y neither will that 
doe your turn; I wish you an awakened foul » & that ye bee 
guile not your ſelf, in the matter of your (alvatioa. My dear 
Brother , ſearch your {elf with the candle of God , & try if the 
life of God & Chriſt be in yon: Salvation is not caſten to 
every man's door : }lany arecarriedover ſea & land, ro a far 
countrey » ina ship z whileas they Nicep much of the way: but 
men are not landed ar heaven lzeping; The righteous are 
ſcarcely ſaved: and many run as faſt, as citherye orl , who 
mils the prize and the crown 5; God ſend me ſalvation , and 
fate mefrom a diſappointment , and I ſeck no more: Men 
think it but a ſtryde ,, or a ſtep over to heaven 5 bur when fo 
few arcſaved y even » of a number like the ſand of the (ca , bur 
a handfall & a remnant; (as God's word (aith,) what cauſc have 
we, to shake our (clyes out of our (clves,& to ask our poor foul, 
whither poeſt thou? where 51alt thou lodge at night? Where are 
thy charters Of writes of thy heavenly inberitance?] have known 
a man turna key in adoor , & lock it by: Many men leap over, 
Cas they think) & leapin. O ſec? ſee that yegive nor your 
ſalvation 4 wreng caft , & think all is well, & leave your ſoul 
looſe & uncertain ; look ro your building , & to your ground- 
ſtone, & whart fignes of Chriſt arc in you , & ſer this world be» 
hinde your back: Ir is time now intheevening,, to ceaſe from 
your ordinary work , & high timeto know ot your lodging at 
night; Ir isyourSalvation that is independance z & thar is a 
great & weighty buſineſs, though many make light of the mate 
er, New , the Lerdcnable you by bis graceto work ir out, 


Aberd. 1637, Your lawfull and loving 
7 Paſior, S, R, 


To 
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To WILLIAM GORDON, 
Of Robertorwn 


Decay Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace be ro you: So often as I think on our 
( 5c iſe,in our (ou!dicrs night- watch &of our tighting-} life in 
the a:14s, while we are here, lam forced ro liayyprifoncrs in a dune 
gon condemned by a judge , ro want th: light of the fun and 
moon & candle , rill cher dying day, are no more , nay not 
ſomech , ro bepiticd as weare ; for they weary of th: lite , 
th-y bate th-ir priſon: Bur we f.ll ro,in our priſon, where we lee 
lictle » ro drink our (clves drunk with the nighr=plcaſaces o: our 
weak dreams; & we long for no better life rthen this * but ar rhe 
blaſt of the laſt erumper , & rhe «hour ofche Archangel , when 
Gol hall cake down the shepherd's rear of this fading world» 
we Shall not have ſo much as a drink of water , of all the dreams 
that we now build on, Alas! char rhe sharp & burer blaſts on 
fac: & des , which mret us in this life, have not learned us mort- 
tificarion, & made us dead to this world! We buy our own fore 
row, & w: pay dear for it , when we ſpend out our love , our 
joy, our defires, our confidencegupon an handfull of (now & ice , 
that time will m-'c away to nothing , & go thirſtic our of the 
drunken Innes, when all is done: Alas that we enquize not for the 
cle:r fountain; but 2rcſo foolsh, as ro drink foul, muddy & rot- 
ten waters , even till our bed-time 3 & then ia the reſurrection , 
when weshall be awakned, our yeſtcraight's ſowre drink & ſwin« 
ish dregs shall 1:/e wp upon us; & lick, lick shall many a ſoul be 
then: 1 know no wholeſom fountain bur enc:E know not a thing 
worth the buyiog, but heaven : And my own mindeis , ifcom- 
pariſon were made berwixt Cariſt & heaven, 1 would (ell heaven 
with my bleſſing» & buy Chriſt. Oh it I could raiſe the marker 
for Chriſt , & heighten the market a pound for a penny, & cry 
up Chriſt in meas cltimation}; tcn thouſand ralcnts more , then 
£ 4 men 
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menthink of him ! Bur they are shaping bim » & crying him 
dow , & valuing him at their unworthy hat »penny; or elic ex. 
changing & barteriog Chriſt with the miſerable old fallen houſe 
of this vain world ; ortheo they lend him out upon intereſt, & 
play the uſurers with Chriſt: Becauſe they prof-ls him , & give 
out before men » that Chriſt is their trealure & ſock , & in the 
mean time, praiſe of men, & aname, & caſe, & rhe ſum. 
eer-ſun of che Goſpel, 15rkc uſury they would be at : ſo when 
the trial cometh, they quite the ſtock for the intereſt , & lole all: 
Happy are thty , whocan keep Chriſt by himſcl{ alone, and 
keep him clean and whole, till God come & count with them, 
I know , in your hard and heavy trials long Gace , ye thought 
well and bighly of Chriſt ; but truly no croſs should be old to 
us: Weshould not forget them, becauſe years arg come betwixt 
us and them , & caſt = by hand , as wedoe old clothes: We 
may make a croſs old in time, new in uſe » & as fruitfull, asin 
the beginning of it: God is where and what he was , ſeven 
years agoce, whatever change be in us. 1 ſpeak not this, asif 
I a ye had forgotren what God did to have your love 
loog ace ; but that ye may awake your ſelf, in this Nleepy ages 
& remember fruirfully of Chriſt's firſt woong and ſuiting of 
your love, both with fire & water ; & try if he got his anſwer, or 
if ye be yer ro give him it; For 1 finde in my (elf, that water run- 
neth not faſter through a firve , then our warnings flip from us : 
for I have loſt & caſten by hands many "em Lord fenr 
to me; & thereforethe Lord hath given me double charges, that 
I cruſt io God shall not rive me. 1 bleſs his great name » whois 
no niggard in holding -in crolſes upon me) bur ſpendeth largely 
his rods » that he may ſave me from this periching world, How 
plenrifull God is in means of this kinde , is eſteemed by many , 
one ofGods unkinde mercies; but Chriſt's croſs is acither a cruel 
nor uokinde mercy, but the love-roken ofa father. I am ſures 
a lover chafing ns for our well,& to have our love,should not be 
run away from, or ficd from, God ſnd me no worſe mercy,then 
the ſantified croſs of Chriſt portendeth z & [ am ſure, | shovld 
be bappy & bleſt, Pray for me » that I may finde — 
# (ac 
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the Lord's houſe y ro ſpeak in his name. Remember my dearcſt 
love in Chriſt ro your wije. Grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1636. Feſus. 5. K, 
To my Lady 


B O Y D. 


M 4 D 4A M. 


Race,mercy & peace from God our father, % from ourLord 
Jeſus Chriſt , be multiplicd upon you. I have reaſoned 
wich your fon atlarge , I rejoyces to lee him (er his face inthe 
right airth » now when the Nobles love the ſunny- tide of the 
Golpel beſt , and are afraid that Chriſt want ſouldters, and $hall 
not be able ro dot for himfelf. Madam z» our debrs of obli- 
gation tO Chrilt are nor ſinall ; rhe freedom of grace & falva- 
tion is the wonder of man and Angels ; but mercy io our Lord 
ſcorneth hire ; Yeareboundto lift Chriſt on bigh , who hath 
givea you stodiſcern the Devil, now coming our in his 
whice's , & the Idolatry and Apoſtacy ofthe time , well washen 
vith fair pretences; bur the skin is black , & the water foul; 
It were art , | confeſe, to wash a black Devil and make bim 
white, Iaminſtrangeup's & down's » & ſeven times a day 
[loſe ground : I am pur ofreo ro ſwimming » and again my 
feet are ſet 0n the rock , that is higher then my lelt: Hehath 
now let me ſee 4+ Things I never ſaw before. 1. The ſupper 
vill be _ chear » thatis upin the great hall , with cheroyal 
King of glory , when the four-hours, the ſtanding drink, in 
this driery wilderneſs , is fofweer ; Whenhe blowerh a kiſs 
a far off to his poor heart-broken mourners in 7/0n, and ſendeth 
me but his hearty commendations, till we meer » Lam cons 
founded with wonder , to think what it shall be » when 
the faireſt among the ſons of mcn ball lay a King's 
lweet ſoft check to the fGafull cheeks of poor finners- 
O 


Z 5 


362 Mr RuTHERFooORD's Epiſt. 186, 
O time » time , go- ſwiftly & haſten that day ! Sweet Lord 
Jeſus poſt , come flying, like a young Hart or 2 Roc upon the 
mountains of {eparation, Ithink , we should rell the hours 
carclully, & look often how low the ſan is : For love hati: no 
he , it 1s pained , patacd jn it (elf, vill it come in grips with 
the party beloved, 2, I find: Chriſt's abſence, love*, tickacks 
and love's death ; The wind » that bloweth one of the airth, 
where my Lord Jeſus reignerh . is [wect-(mciied, fofc , ;ov- 
*all, & heartſom roa ſoul burnt with abſence, [t is a pain'ull 
batrcl, for a ſoul lick oi love, to fight with abſence ard &claves: 
Chriſt's not yet , is a loundin? of all the joyars & liths of the 
foul: a nod of his head, when he is under a mask, would be half 
a pawne: to lay, jool, what aileth thee ? Hets commu » would 
be lifero a dead man, Tam ofcca in my dumb ſabbaths ſeering 
a new plea with my Lord Jeſus, God ſorgive me ; & I care not, 
if there be not two or three ounce weivhr of black wrath tn my 
cup. For the 3- Thing , 1 have ſeen my abominable vile- 
neſs; If 1 were well known , there would none in this King- 
dom ask how I doe, Men take my ten to be: an hundred , but 
I am a deep:r hypocrite & hallower yrofeſlour, then every one 
beleeverth , God knoweth [ feigne not : Fur I chink, ay rec- 
konings on the ons prge wrirten in great letters » and fs 
mercy ro ſach a forlorn and wretched Dyyour on the other 1 
more then a miracle- If 1 couJd ger my finger eads vp0" a full 
alſarance, 1 trow, | should grip fiſt; But my cu? waneth not 
gall: and vp 20 my pare deſpair might be almoſt excui d , 1tc- 
very onein this land ſaw my inner hide : But] know y, 1 am one 
oftbem,who have made orcar ſale & 2 free market to free grace: 
IfE could be favel, at 1 would fain belceve + fare T amy | hive 
given Chriſt's blood, his free grace & the bowels of his mercy» 
a large field to work upony 8& Chriſt hath manifeſted his arc (I 
dare nor lay , torheurrermoſt ; for he can, ifhe would, for- 
give all the Devils & d1mncd reprobares, in reſpeRt of the wid?- 
vels of his mercy, but 1 ſay) roan admirable degree. 4. lam 
ſtriken with tear of unthankfulocſs; This Apoſtare Kirk hath 
played the harlot with many iovers» they are ſpittiog inthe face 
of my loycly King, and mockiog bimy and I dow nor mendit » 
and 
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aid cheiy ate running 2Way from Chriſt in troops, and I] dow 
ne moarn and b5* arrived for it, Ichink Chriſt licth » like an 
014 forecaſt: n caltle , forſaken of the inhabitants : all mencun 
awiy now trom kim: Truths innoccot Truth goeth mourne 
Los & wringing hr hands in ſackcloth & ashcs, Woes wor, woe 
1s me » for the virgin-daughter of Scoiland ; Woe, ,woerothe 
ioh:bicaors of this land, for they are gone back with a perpe= 
tual back!liding ; Theſe things rake me (oup » that a borrow» 
ed bed , another man's fire-tide , the wind upon my face, (1 
bring driven from my lovers, and dcar acquaintance and my 
poor flock, ) tindenoroom in my foirow : | have no ſparc or 
odde ſorrow far theſe 2 Onely I think , the ſparrows and (wal. 
lows,that build their ocfts in the Kirk of Anwoth, bleſſed birds : 
Nothing hath given my tuith a harder backs (ct , till it crack 
again » then my cloſed mourh ; Bur ler me be miſcrable my ſelf 
alone » God keep my dear brethren from ir : Bur ſtill 1 Ecep 
breath : and when my royal , and never z neyer-enough praiſe 
ed King rerarnerh co bis finfull priſoner, I ride upon the high 
places of LecoS , I divide Shechem , 1 rrumph in his fra 

f this Kingdom would plorific the Lord , in my behalf, 1 de- 
lire to be weighed in God's even ballance in this point, if | think 
not my wages paycd tothe full, I shall crave no more hire of 
Chrilt, Madam , pity mein this and help me to praiſe him 2 
For what ever l be, the chicfo! fioners, a devil and a moſt 
guilty devil ;yer ir is the apple of Chiiſt*s eye , his honour and 
glory , as the head ofthe church, that ſuffer for now, and 
that I will goe co erernity with, Iam greatly inlove with Mr 
M. M. I ſcehim ſtamped with che image of God. I hope well of 
your ſon, my Lord Boyd, Your La : and your children have a 
priſoner's prayers, Grace, grace be with you, 


«Abcrd. May. 1. Your La: at all obedience in 
1637. Chriſt, S. KR. 
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To Mr T HOMAS GARVEN, 


Dear Brother. 


Race, mercy & peace bero you : I rejoyces that ye can» 

cot be quite of Chriſt, (1f I may ſpeak (o) but he muſt, he 
will have you ; Berake your (cif ro Chriſt , my dear Brother, 
It is a great buſineſs ro make quire of fuperfiuities,and of thoſe 
things, which Chriſt cannot dwell with, 1 am content with my 
own cro(s,that Chriſt hath made mine by an crernal lot,becauſe 
it is Chriſt's & mine together, [ marvel not,that winter is with» 
out heaven ; for there is no winter within it : All the ſaiors 
therefore have their own mcaſure of winter, before their crernal 
ſummer. Oh for the long day, & the high ſan,& the fair garden, 
& the King's great citie up above theſc viſible heavens ! What 
God layeth on , 1:t me ſuffer; For ſome have onecrols , ſome 
ſeven, ſome ten, ſome half a croſs , yet all the ſaints have wbole 
& full joy , & ſeven croſſes have ſeven joyes. Chriſt is cumbred 
with me (ro ſpeak ſo) and my croſs » bur he falleth not off me, 
We are not at variance. | finde the very glooms of Chriſt's 
wooing a fog! , ſweet and lovely : I had rather have Chriſt's 
buffer and L8ve=ſtroke , then another King's kiſs: Speak evil 
of Chriſt whowill , 1 hope ro die with love-thogghts of him. 
Oh thar there arc ſo few rongues in heaven and earth to extoll 
him ! 1 wish his praiſcs goc not down amongſt us : Ler not 
Chriſt be low & lightly efteemed , in the inidſt of us; but ler 
all hearts & all rongues caſt in their portion, &contribure ſorme- 
thing, to make him great in mount Zion. Thus recommending 
youto his grace, & remembring my love to your wife & mo- 
ther, & your kinde brother K.B. & entreating you to remember 
my bonds, I reſt. 


Aberd. Sept. $. Yours in by: ſaeet Lord 
1637. Fejus, S. K. 
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Tothe Lairdof 
DY OO HH OS mn EE BI Hh 


Much bonourcd Sir. 


(= mercy & peace be to you: Although nor acquaint, 
yet atthe delire of your worthy foſter, the Lady Lev's, & 
pon the report of your kindneſs to Chriſtz& his oppretled rrurh, 
| am bold to wiice to you, carneſtly defirivg you, tojoyn with 
us, ( (o many as in theſe beunds profels Chriſt) ro wreſtle with 
God, one day of che week, eſpecially the H/edenſday, for mercy 
tothis fallen & decayed Kirk z and to ſuch as ſuffer for Chriſt's 
name, & for your own neceſſities & the necefficies of others, 
v»ho are by covenant engaged in that buſineſs; For we have no 
other armour in theſe evil tunes but prayers , now when wrath 
from the Lord 1s gone out againſt [th backſliding lard: for ye 
know » we can have no true publike faſts, neither are the true 
cauſes of our humiliation ever laid before the people, Now , very 
worthy Sir,1 am glad in the Lord , that the Lotd reſerveth any 
of your place, or of notes inthis time of common Apoſtacy , to 
come forth in publike, to bear Chriſt's name before men, whea 
the great meu think Chriſt a cumberſom neighbour , and that 
religion cartieth hazards , trials & perſecutions withir. 1 per- 
{wade my felt , it is your glory & your garland, & $hall be your 
joy 10 the day of Chriſt, & the ſtanding of your houſe & (eedzto 
ioheric the caith, that ye truely & lincerely prof-{s Chriſt; Nets 
ther is our ms <—_ the tather hath crowned in mount Zong 
ſo weak, that he cannot doc for himſelf & his own cauſe. 1 ve- 
nly beleeye , they are blefled , who can bold the crown upon 
his head, and carry up the train of bis robe royal, and that he 
thall yer be victorious and triuwph in this land. It is our part * 
to back our royal King 5 bhowbcit there were nor fix in all che 
land to follow bim, It is wildom now to take up, auddife 
cernthe devil, and the Antichriſt, comiog our io their whites» 
wad the Apoſtacy and Idolatry of this land, washca with foul 


water 
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water: I confeſcir is art to wash the Devil, till his skin be white, © r<! 
For my ſelf, Sir, I have bought a plea againſt Chiiſt , fince Y #5 
fire 


I came hither , in Judging my princely Maſter avgry at me, 
becauſe 1 was caſt out of the vineyard , as a withered rree, my let 
dumb ſabbaths working me much ſorrow ; Bur | ſce now , for. | © 
row hath not eyes ro LA loveywritten vponthe croſs ofChriſt, I ! d 
& thcreforc 1 pal f:om my cash plca: Woe » wot is me + that & ni 
I should have reccived a tander of Chriſt's love to my foul ;: & © cx: 
for all this , my Lord Jeſus hath forgiven all, as not willing ro | f" 
beheard with ſich a fools & is content to be, as it were,confined B £ 
with mc,& to bear me company, & to tcaſt apoor oppretled pri» 
ſoner. And now I write it under my hand. IT ortoy Sirs that 
I think weil & honourably Go this crol; of Chrit : 1 wonder, 
that he will cake any glory from the lixc of me: 1 finde thar when 
be bur ſendeth his hearty commendartions to mr. & bur blowth 
a kiſi afar off,1l am confound: d with wonderi: 2, har the (uppe 
of the Lamb will be, up in our { Erher's Cineing palace of glory, 
fince the fours bours in his diſmall wilderncfG 4 & when in pr. = 
ſons,& 1n our ſal daves, 1 kiſs of Chriſt is fo comtortable. O how F 


ſweer & glo, ous thall our caſe be z when that £1:re among the 
ſons of mcn,shall lay his fair f ice ro our now (in all taces,& wipe 14 


away all rcars from our cycs! O Time, Timcyran fwiftly % hath. Bf © 
en this dﬀay ! O ſweet Lord Felus , come [vi o ilike 4 roe or 4 
YOU), hart" Alas , that \ £ bl: Gt fools, 2rc Calicn in ove . th C 
moon-shine & shadows. Howſwctr is the wind , that blowath | * 
out ofthe zirth , where Chriſt is ! Every day we may fc fore 

now thing 1n Cheſt his love hath neither brin nor botrom. Ch ” 


if | had help to prail ce him! He knowcth, if mv ſuft1ings oloci- th 

fie his name , & encourage others ro ſtand Fit for the honour I VE 
1 
i 


of our (upream Law gue Chriſt, mv wages then arc paycd to 
the full. Sir, help mc ro love that n ver-cnou2Z! praiicd Lord, pri 
| finde now , that the faith of the faints , under iuftcripg tor 


Chrift , is Fair before the wind , & with i mh ils carricd upon m4 
Chriſt : & I hope toiotfzn nothing inthis furrace bur drofs ; for if Y® 
& 


Chriſt can triumph in a weazer me i + if there bo any 
ſuch: And when all is done , bis love paineth mes & loavirh me 
uuder {uch dcbt to Chriſt, as | can nlther pay principa: nNOTirTEs 


cit, 


| 
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reſt, Oh if he would comprize my ſelf » & ifI were fold to king 
2s a bondman » & that he would rake me home to his houſe 20d 
fire- fide; for I have nothing ro renderto him! Then, after me, 
let no man think hard of Chriſt's (wect croſs ; for I would por 
change mv fighswith the painted laughter of all my adverſaries. 
[ delire grace in patience to wait 08  & to licuponthebrink, 
ill che water kill & flow, I know he is faſt comog,, Sir, ye will 
excule my boidneſs > & nll it pleaſe God L ice you , ye have the 
prayers of a priſoner of Chrilt > to whom 1 recommend you » 
& in whom 1 ret. 


Aberd. Mays 14+ Yours at 4'l obedience is 
16TP» Chrit, $. R. 


— — 


To JOHN CLARK. 


L ovirg Rroakers 

O!4 faſt Chriſt withour wavcring , & contend for che 

H furh , becauſe Chriſt is not eafily gotten nor kept $ The 
profeſſour hath put heaven (as it were) at the very nexr 

dour 1» © think:th ro Eye up to heaven io his bed and in a vighe- 
dicam; bur truly,that is noe fo calic a thing,as moſt men belceve: 
Chriſt Inge lf did ſweat , erc he won this city » howbeit he was 
the rec born Heir, Ir isC hriſtraniry, Myv heart, to befincere, 
yr frigned, bonelt & vpright-hearted before God; & tolive & 
ſave God , ſuppoſe there were not one man or woman , io all 
the world dwelling belide you y to eye you; Any little grace that 
ve have , cethar in be ſound & true: Ye may put adifterence 
berwixt you & reprobats » if ye have theſe markes. 1. - 
prize C hiſt & his cruch fo, as ye will (e!l all & buy hign, & ſuftcr 
ſor it. 2. If thelove of Chiiſt keepeth you back from lioning , 
more then the Law or fear of hell, 3+ It ye be bumble , & deny 
your own will, wit, credit, eaſe, honour the world & the vaniry 
A glory of it. 4. Your profeſſion muſt nor bebarren , & youd 
of good works, 5, Ye muſt inall things aime at God's honour; 
y* wilt car , drink; ſleep , buy » ſell, fit, ſtand, ſpeak, prays 
rcag, 


$ +« *% 
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read , and hear the word with a heart-purpoſethar God may be 
honoured. 6, Yemuſt shew your (elf an enemy to fins and 
reprove the works of darkneſs, fach as drunkenneſs, (wearin 
& lying) albcit the company thould hate you for ſo doing. 7. 
Keep in made the truth of God, that ve heard me teach, and 
have nothing todoe with the corruprions, and new 'ouiles en. 
tred into the houſe of God. 8. Make conſcience of vour calling, 
in covenants, in buying & (clling. 9. Acquaint your (elf with 
daily p1aviog » commu all your wayes & attiors to God by 
ravcr, ſupplication & thankſgiving , avd count not much of 
Lim mocked; for Chait Jeſus wis mocked before you, Per- 
ſwad: your (clf. that this 1s the wav of peace & comfort, 1 nov 
ſuftr for; 1 dare goe to death & in to crernity with it, though 
men may poſſibly ſeek another way, Remember mc in your 
prayers, & the ſtate of this oppreſſedChurch, Grace be with you 
JAberd. Y cur ſouls Wellowich« 


1937. &.5, K. 
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Te CRDONNESS Ele 


Much hocoured Sir. 


I long to hear how your ſoul proſpercth + I wonder z that ye 


writc rat to me ; tor thenvly Ghoſt brarech me witch, 1 
cannot » [dare nor, | dow not forget you, oor the fouls of 
thoſe with you , who arc rederimel by the blood of the great 
Shepherd; Ye arceto my heart 46 the night watches,ye are ay 
joy & crown in the day of Chriſt : O Lord bear witnels » if my 
foul chirſterh for any thing out of heaven , morethen for your 
ſalvation + Ler God liy ms 10 an cyen ballance, & try me 10 
this. Love heavcn, tet your h*air be on it © Up, up and vibc 
the new land &vicw the fair city &the white throne&ktheLamb), 
the bride's husbandzin his bridegroom's clothes fitting on it: It 
were times your ſoul thould caſt it {clf & all your burdens upon 
Chriſt, 1 brſeech you by rhe wounds of your Redeemer , and 


by your compratance before kim , & by the ſalyation of your 
loul, 
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foul s loſe oo more times run faſt, for it is lates God hath 
{yon by hi alelt , who me the world & time, that time shall 
be no more; Riv, 10. Yeare now upon the very border of 
the other lifes your Lord cannot be blamed, for not giving you 

warninz: 1 have taightertherruth of Chriſtrs you, & delivered 
unto y _ the whole counſel of God , & 1 have ſtood before the 
Lord for you , & I shall yer (hill Rand: awake , awake ro doc 
nghreouſly., Think not to beeafed of the burthens & debes, 
that are Gn your houſe , by opprefling anyy or being rigorous te 
1.6 th it are under you; rem mocr bow [ endeavoured ro walk 
b-fore you, in this matter, 25 an cx2mplc: bebuld bere am I, wit- 
ne's ap inſt me, bet rethe Lord & bros Anointed, whoſe ox or 
whoſe als bats I trakent Whom bace ] defraud * Whom 
hel ppreſſed * Who knoweth bow ary foul frederh upon 4 
good conſcieace » when | remembcr ow [ ſpene this body , in 
$-c 10g the lambss of Cl rift Art wy uſt entry hither, I grants I 
took 4 Nomackagain't my Lord , bocnfche had caſten me over 
the dike of Che vinevard, as a dry,tree, & would have no more of 
my ſervices My damvl oDiths broke nv heart , and I would 
not be comforted: but now he, whom my foul loverh , Is come 
20470 , aniicvlafibh bio + to foaſt me with the kifles of his 
love: A king dineth with mes and his fpik-nacd caſteth a 
ſycct Cnell, The Lord my witnehs 1s above, that 1 writem 

heart to your | never knew, by my nine vears preaching,ſo amc 

of Chriſt's love + as hc hath ta whe men Aberdeen, by (ix mo- 
peths iappriſooment. I charge you 10 Chriſt's name » help me ro 
praile, & chew that people & ce untrey 1 the loving kindneſs of 
theLord to my ſoulzthat fr mv ſlut rings may ſome way preach 
to them, when 1 am Glenrs He hath made me know, now berrter 
then before, what it is to be crucified ro the world: 1 would nor 
pow give adrink of cold water for all the world's kiodncG:lowe 
no ſervice to it: I am not the flesi?'s debrer: My Lord Jeſus hath 
dared his priſoner » & hath choughts of loye concerning me: I 
would not exchange my ſighs, with the laughing of my adver- 
faries. Sir, 1 write this to inform you , that ye may know, it 
isthe truth of Chriſt 1 cow ſuffet for , & be bath ſealed my ſuf. 
fcrings 4 with the comforts of his ſpirit on my ſoul ; & I know 
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he purteth not his (cal blank . Now » Sir, have no 
comfort earthly,bur home | have eſpouſed, & $hall pre» 
ſent a bride to Chriſt in that congregation. The Lord hath given 
you much , and therefore he will require much of you agais : 
Number your talents , & fce what ye have to render back again, 
ye cannot be enough perſwaded of the shorrneſs of your time, 
{ charge you to witte tro me 2 & in the fear of God be plain with 
me, whether or no ye have made your falyatioen fare:l am conh. 
dent & hope the beſt ; bur 1 know , your reckonings with your 
Judge arc maay & deep. Sir , be not Deguiled,neglect aot your 
onc thing { Poilip. 3:1 3. ] your none neceſiary thing [ Lucke 10: 
v- 42.] the good part that shall not be raken from you, Look 
beyond time - things here are bur moanesbine z they bave but 
Childrens wit, whoare delighted with thadows, & deluded with 
Feathers flying in the air, Defire your children y in the mornirg 
of rheir life;to begin & ſeek theLord & toremember thatt Ci cas 
cor in the dayes of their youth( Eccteſ.12:: uo clear ther wary, 
by cakiag heed thereto according to God's word (P/.119: 9.) 
youth is a glafſy age: Satan findes a (wept chamber{(for the moſt 
part) in youth-hood , & agarvichcd lodging for bimſclf & his 
train: Let the Lord have the flower of thair age: The beſt ſacri- 
fice is due to him: Taſtruſt chem in this, that they have a ſoul, & 
that this life is nothing in compariſon of erernity : They will 
have mach nced of God's condutt in this world , to guide chem 
by thoſcrocks, upon which moſt men (plir, bur far more need, 
when it comerh ro the hour of death & their compearance before 
Chriſt. O that there were ſuch a heart in them, to fear the name 
of the pu & dreadfull God , who hath laid up great things for 
thoſe that love & fear him'l pray;that God may berheir portion, 
Show others of my parishoncrs , that 1 write to them my beſt 
wishes , & che bleſſings of their lawfull Paſtor: Say to them 
from me, that I beſcech them by the bowels of Chriſt, co keep 
in minde the Doftrine of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
which I raught them ; that ſorhey mav lay hold os erernal life, 
ſtriving rogether for the faith of the Goſpel, and making fare 
falration to themſelves, Walk in love & doe rightcoulnck : 
leak peace, love pus another y wait far Tg cox 
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Maſter & Judge: Receivenodoftrine z contrary to that whi 


] delivered to you ;: if ye fall avay 3 and forget it, and that 
Catechiſme, which 1 taught you , and fo forſake your own 
mercy , the Lord be judge berwizr you & me: 1 take heaven 
& carth to witocls , that ſuch shall exernally perisb ; _— 
ſerve the Lord , great will their reward be , when they & I (hall 
ſtand beforc our Judge. Ser forward up the mountain, to meer 
with God : climb up , for your Saviour calleth on you. It may 
be , God call yon to your reſt » when lam far from you ; bur 
ye have my love, and the delircs of my beart , for your fouls 
wel-fare. Hethat is holy » kerp you from falling, & eftablish 
you till his owe glorious appearance. 


Aberd, 1637 Your aff cAionat & lawfull 
Paſtor , S. KR. 


ew 


To CARDONNESS Toungr, 


Much honoured Sic. 


Long to hear z whether or not your ſoul be hand-faſted with 
Chriſt: Loſe your time no longer : Flee th: follies of yourh: 

Gird up the loins of your minde , & mak: yo2 ready for mecrin 
the Lord. I have often ſummoned you, & now [ | 
you agains to compear before your Judge, ro make a reckon- 
ing of your life: while ye w time s look upon your 
pom z» and conſider your wayecs: Othazthere were ſuch aa 
cart in vous as tothink , what an ill cooſcicace will be to 
you » when ye arc upon the border ofcrernity and your one 
foot out of time! O then , ten thouſand thouſand floods of tears 
cannot extinguish theſe Bames, or purchaſe to you one hour's 
releaſe from that pain! © bow (ſweet a day have ye bad! Bur this 
is 4 fair day that runocth faſt away, fer how ye have ſpentic , & 
conlider the neeefity of falyation; &reil me, (in the fear of 
God) if ye have made it ſure: Iam perſwaded , ye have acon« 
ſcience that will be ſpeaking ſome what toyou: Why vill ye 
dic & deſtroy your cif 1 charge you in Chriſt's napac, tqrouze 
Aa 3 up 


Brother y tulkll my joy » & bigin ro 
may bc ſound : Forlake th 

Lay hold Upon ecernall 15; 
milſpendir y of the (a 


ſoul with the ecrrous of tlie Almight 
* 
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up your conſcience, & begin to indent & contratt with Chriſt, 
in time» while ſalyarion is in your offer ; This is the accepted 
time » this is theday of lalration : play the merchant, for ye 
cannot expr& arother marker day wben this is Cone; therefore 
Ict me again belceech you,to confider in this vour dav.the thi>ps 
$b.4 betorp to ver Peace, before they be bid (rom VCUr EVET. Dear 


- 
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*k the Lord , while he 


twlles of decerving & vain yourh + 


Whorins , 
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conſcience sball fiee 4) your face, He b11 


wiſc ; male c DICICNCE of chcri 2004 


ture, under the law 6 


' " | 


pidly auſtere. Cty, | Navenct ator ou TO 4 x>1els the LIOTY y 
that 15 l:4d up for you » mm your father's houlc ; if v6 icform 
Vour dogs » and f,awe-your heart to return to the Lord, 
Yc know » this world 13 but a chadow , a short-living crea» 
time; within 1. f{, then fifry yeers, when 


yelook back to it , ye Shall laveh at 


| 


thereof , a« feathers fying Inthcair, andatt! 
withiathe can rmirk , which the children of men azc buildi: 0: 
Givcup v ith cout 7 of this vain world : 
tard's moveables, bur the Son's heritage in heaven, Take a 
trial of Chriſt , look umto him 4, and his love $hall fo chavvge 
you , that ve chall b- raken with hims and rover chuſe to goc 
from him : 1 have cxpericnce of his (wecrneſs , in this houſe 
of my pil:;rimage heres My witneſs, who is above, know- 
eth,l would nor excnange ny lighs andtcars, with the laughin 
of thejourtcen Prelats:Theie is nothing will make you a Chril- 
tian indeed , buta toſtc of the ſweernels of Chriſt , come and 
ſee will ſpeak beſt ro your ſohl; I would fain hope good of you; 
be not diſcouraged at broken and ſpilr=reſolutions ; but roir , 
and to it again: Wooe about Chriſt, rill ye get your ſoul 
gſpouſed as achaſte virgin to him : Ulethe means of profiting 
. with your conſcience : Pray in your family , and read the 
word: Remembcr how our Lord's day was ſpent > when 1 was 


Chi dinking » aud 
_ fir ofprayer tn your 
n Off. rec lilvanion , 
Vs V hen Your awakencd 
* arid loving to your 
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among you: It will be a great challerge to you before God , 
fy: torger the good that was done , withio the walls of your 
houſe » on the Lord's dayes; & if ye turn alide after the fashie 
005.0! this world, & it ye goe nor in time tothe kirk, to wait 
on the publike worship of God , & ifycrarry nor at it x til] all 
the « xcrciles of religion beended: Give God ſome of your times 
bots morning & evening & afternoon; & ic. ſo doings rejoyce 
the heart of a poor oppretled priſoners Rue upon your own ſoul, 
& 'rom your heait trar the Lord, Now he that broupht again 
from the dead rhe great Shepherd of his sherp » by the blood of 
the acrnall Covenant , eftablizh your heart with bis grace, & 
prejent you b, ore / Tf re nice with '0V. 

Aberd. 1637- Yeur aff cAonat & loving 
Paſtor, S. R. 
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7» CARLE T O W N. 
Much boncured Sir. 


Will not impure your not w—_ to me to ſorgerfulnels : 
| ws vers | have one above who forgerteth me nor; nay » he 
growethin his kindneſs: It bath pleated his holy Majeſty, to 
take me from the pulpit - & teach me many things in my exile 
& priſons that were myſteries ro me before: As; 1, 1 ſee bis bot« 
tomulels & boundleſs love & kindneſs , & my jealoulics & rave 
ings, which, at my firſt cotry untothis furnace, were ſo foolish 
& bold, as to fay ro Chriſt,whois truth ir ſelf, in his face , thou 
lvejt.l had well nigh loſt my grips:I wondered if it was Chriſt 
or not; for the miſt & ſmoke of my perturb:d heart, made me 
miſtake my Maſter Jeſus: My faith was dim,&hope trozen&cold, 
&my love, which cauſcd jealoufics, had ſome warmneſs & hear 
&(ſmoke,but no lame at all: yer I was lo oking for ſore good of 
Chriſt's old claim ro me.1 thoughr,lhad f orfeired all my rights, 
but the temprer was roo much upon my counſels » & was till 
blowing the coal: Alas ! 1 knew nor well b fore , how good 
«kill my larercel or and advocate , Chriſt, bath of pleadivg - 
and pardoaing me ſuch follics; Now he is rerurned co my 
Aa 3 ſoul 
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ſoul with healing under his wings , and 1 am nothing belfinde 
with Chriſt now, for he hath overpaid me by his preſence, the 

in I was put to by on-waiting , and any lirtlelols I ſuſtained 
my witneſſing againſt the wrongs done ro him. Itrow, it 
was a pain to my Lord,to hide himfclf any longer: In a manner, 
he was Challenging his owne unkindneſs , & repented him of his 
glooms: & now what want I on carth, that Chriſt can give coa 
poor priſoner ? O how ſweet and lovely is henow ? Alas that 
I can get none ro help me, ro lift up my Lord Jeſus upon his 
throne, above allthe earth! 2, I am now brought ro ſome mea. 
ſure of ſubmiſſion, and I reſolve to wait till 1 ice what my Lord 
Jeſus will doe with me; I dare not now nick name or ſprak ons 
word againſt che all-ſceing & over-watching, providence of my 
Lord: I ſee, providence runneth not on broken wheels ; bur 1, 
like a fool, carved a providencefor mine own caſe, ro dic in my 
neſt, & ro ſlcep ſtall, cill my gray hairs; & ro lic on the ſunny fide 
ofthe mountains in my miniſtery at Anwoth; But now, 1 have 
nothing to ſay againſt a borrowed firc-fide , & another man's 
houſe, vor Kedars tents, where | live, being removed far from 
my acquatatances my lovers & my friends; | ſer, God hath the 
world on his wheels, & caſteth ir az a potter docth a veflcl on the 
wheel : I dare net ſay, that there is apy inordioat or irregular 
morion in Providence ; The Lord bath doneit , I will not goe 
tolaw with Chriſt , for I would gaio nothing of that, 3. 1 
havelcarned ſorne greater mortification, & not ro mourn after, 
or ſeek ro ſuck the world's dry breafts: Nay , my Lord bath filled 
me with ſuch daintics, that I am like to a full banquerter , who 
is not for common chcar. VW hat have1 ro doe to fall down upon 
my knees , & worship mankind's great idol, The world © [ 
have a berter God then any clay-God ; Nay, at preſent , as 

J am now diſpoſcd , 1 care not much to give this world a diſ- 

charge of my life-rent of ir , for bread and water: I know, it 

is not my bome , nor my father's houſe z it is bur his foot- 
ſtool , the outer cle ſe of ais bouſe, bis our-fielde and moore 
ground ; Let baſtards take it, Thopez never ro think my (elf 
in it's|commoen » for honour or riches: nay now , Ifay to 
laughter , Thru art madneſs. 4; I findeit moſt true , tharthe 

greateſt 
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greateſt rermptarion onr ofthell, is, ro live without remptations; 


if my waters sbould ſtand, they would ror ; Faich is the better 
of the tree air , & of thesharp winter-ſtorm in it's face ; Grace 
withererth without adverſity : The Devil is bat God's Maſter» 
fencer , ro teachusro handle our weapons, 5+ I never knew 
how weak 1 was» till now, when he hideth himfelf, & when I 
havehim ro ſeck , ſeven times aday. Tamadry & withered 
branch, & a picce of adead carcaſe, dry bones, & nor able to ſtep 
over a ſtraw : Thethoughts of my old finsareas rhe fummonds 
ofdeathro me: Andof late my Brother's calc bath ſtriken metro 
the heart + when my wounds are cloſing , a lietle riffle cauſe 
eth thera to bled afresh ; So thin-skin'd is my foul , that B 
think , it is like a render man's skin , that may touch nothing: 
ye ſee, howshort 1 would shoot of theprize, if his grace were 
pot ſufficient for me. Woe's me for the day of Scotland , Wory 
wocis me for my harlot-movher ;, for the decreeis gone forth: 
women of this land (hall call the childleſs &miſcarryiog wombe 
blefled: The anger of the Lord is gone forth, & sball nor rerurn, 
till he perform the purpoſe of his heart againſt Scotland : Yer 
he shall make Scorl ind a new sharpinftrument having teeth, ro 
thresh the mountains , & fan the hills as chat. The priſoners 
bleſſiog be upon you. 


«Aberd. March. 14+ Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637- Jeſus, $S. R. 


Cm 


To the Lady 
B W-1 B I E:; 


MISTRESS. 
I Know, ye are thinking ſometimes what Chrift 1s doing in 


Zion » & that rhe haters of jon may getthe bottom of cur 

cup, and the burning coals of our furnace, that we have been 

tryed in » thoſe many yeers by gone. O that this Nation would 

be awakened, rocry mightily usro God , for the ſcrting up of a 
Aa 4 
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vew tabernacle to Chriſt in Scotland. O if this Kingdom knew, 
how worthy Chriſt were ofhis room ! His worth was ever a» 
boveg man's eſtimation of him. And for my (clf, lam pained 
at thy, bcart, that I cannot finde my (elf diſpoſed ro leave my 
ſelf, of £9e wholly into Chriſt : Alasthar there chould be one 
bir _ meout ofhim, and that we leave roo much liberty and 
latit®® for our ſclyes , and our own caſe, and credit, & plea- 
ſures » & (olittleroom for All.love-worthy Chriſt ! O whar 
pains & charges it coſterth Chriſt cre he get usz & when all is 
done, we arc not worth the having : It 152 wonder , that he 
Should ſeek the like of us, but love overilooketh blackacls and 
feckleſnefs ; for if it had not beca{o , Chriit would never have 
made fo fair & bleſſed a bargain with us » 3s the covenant of 
Gracc is. 1 hnde, that in all our ſufferings, Carilt is but riddimy 
marches, that every one of us may ſay » Mine & thine , aod 
that men may know by their croſſes, how weak a bottom narure 
is to ſtand upon ina trial; That then, which »ur Lord intender\) , 
in all our luffcrings, is, to bring Grace in court and requelt a- 
mongſt us: I would ſuccumb and come short of heaven , if [ 
had no more but my owa ſtrength, to ſupport me: and if Chriſt 
Should ay ro me , Either doe or die, it were calic to determine, 
what should become of me 3 the choice were caſic , for | be 
hooved todie, if Chriſt should paſlc by with ſtraitnced bowels : 
and who then would take us up1a our ſtraits ? I know, we may 
ſay, that Chriſt is kindeſt in his love , when weareat our weak» 
eſt ; and chat if Chriſt had not bren to the ſore » in our (ad day 
es, the warers had gone over our foal ; His mercy hath a (cr 
period and appointed place, how far & no further the fea of 
afllition shall low, & where the waves rhercot shall be ſtayed: 
he preſcribeth how much pain an4 ſorrow » both for weight & 
meaſure, we muſt have: Ye have then goo4 cauleto recall your 
love from all lovers, &zive it ro Chriſt: He who is afiited in all 
yoar affliitions, loakerh nor on you in your (a4 hoars, with an 
taſcalible heart or dry eyes, All the Lords ſaints may fee, that ir 
is loſt lore, which is b* *$>vcd upoa tus perishing world: death 
& julgemeat will mike: n2o lamzar, that ever their milcarry +» 


in hearts carryzd them ro lay & lavish our chic love __ 
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fille appearances & nightedreams. Alas! that Chriſt should face 
the worſe, becauſe of his own goodachs, in making prace'%& the 
ooſpelro ride rogether; & that we have never yer weighed the 


_ worth of Chriſt 1a his ordiaances, & that now we are like to be 


deprived of the well, ere we have taſted the ſweetncls of rhe 
water: it may be with watery eyes, & a wet face &wearied feery 
we feck Chriſt & $hall not tade him, Oh that this land were 
humbviediatim:, & by prayers , cryes & humiliatioa, would 
bring Cliriſt ta at the chucch-door again , now, when his back 
is rarned toward us, & h< 15 gone tothe threhold , & his oac 
foot (as it were ) is out of che door : [am (are, his departure 1s 
our deſerving » we have bought it with oar tniquiries; tor even 
the Lord's own children ace fallen aflezp: And alas! proteſſours 
are mac all of ghews & tazhions , & are not at pains to recover 
theiniclves again: Eyery one hath his (cr meature of faich &! ho- 
laſs, & contenterh himſclf with a ſtinred mealure of godlinels, 
as if chat were enough to bring them to heaven ; We forget » 
thac as our gifts & 1g ht grow, ſo God's gain andrhe intereſt of 
his calenrs $hould grow alſo , and that we Cannot pay God with 
the ol4 uſe an4 wwnt , (as we ule to ſpeak) which we gave him 
ſeven yeer agor; far this wereto mock the Locd, and ro make 
price with him as we hit, O what difficulty is there in our 
chriſtizn journey, and how oftca come weshort of many thou- 
land things , that are Chrift's duz: and we conlider not, how 
fac our dear Lord is bzhinde with us! Miſtreſs, | cannot render 
yau thanks, as | would , for your kiadnels to my Brother, an 
oppreſſed (tranger; bur | remember you unto the Lord, as Iam 
able: I entreat you, think upon mc, his priſoner ; & pray'that 
the Lord would bepleafed to give me room to ſpeak to his pro< 
ple in his name, Gra&cy grace be with you. 


Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord | 
1630. and Maſter, S. BR, 
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To FUL W O © D Tounger. 


Much honoured Sir. 

Race, mercy & peace be to you: Upon the report of 

this worthy bearer concerning you , | theught good to 
{peak a word toyou; Ir iscnougch for acquaintance , that we 
arcone mm Chriſt, My earneſt deſttce rs you 15 3 thar ye would, 
nn the frar of God, compare your inch & handebreadth of time 
with vaſte Eternity, & your thoughts of this now fair, bloom- 
zog and ercen world , with the thoughrs ye $hall have of it » 
when corrupcion & worms 5ha!l make their houſes in your cyec- 
holes , & Shall cat your flesh, & make that body dry bones : if 
yedoe (0, I know then, that your light of this world's yanity 
shall be moreclcar, then now it is z AndIam perſwaded , YE 
shall chen think , that mens labours for this clay-idolare to be 
langhed at. Therefore come near, and rake 2 view of rthar 
eran{parent b-auty , that is in Chriſt , which would buſie the 
love of ten thouſand millions of world's and Angels , and hold 
them all at work : Surcly Iam grieved, that men will not 
fpend their wholc love upon that royal and princely Welbtlo= 
ved , that High and Lofty One: Foritis curſed love, that 
runneth another way then upon him. And for my (lf, if 1 had 
zen loves and ten ſouls, O how glad would I be, ifke would 
break in upon me; and take poſicflion of them all ! Woe , woe 
ts me, that He and 1 arc (© far afunder ! 1 hope, we (hall bein 
one countrey & one houſe together. Truly pain of love-fick= 
neſs for Ieſus, makath metro think ir long » long, long rothe 
dawning of that day. Oh that ke would cut short y*ars & mo- 
nerhs & hours, & over lexp Times that we might meet! And for 
this cruth, Sir, thatyeprof.ſs, I avow before the world of men 
& angels, that it is the way & onely way, to eur countreythe 
reſt are by-waycs ; & that what I ſuffer for, is the appleof 
Chriſt's eye, even his honour as Law-2iver and King of his 
Church, | think death coo little ere ] forfook it. Doenot , Sir, 
I beicech you in the Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by draw 
19g back from himzit is roo thinne already :for I dare pledge my 
heaven upon it » be 4ball win this plca » & the fools that plen a- 
gaioſt 
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gainſt him shall loſe the wager, which is their part of falyationg 
except they take betrer heed ro their wayes. Sir » free grace, 
that we give no hire for, is a jewel our Lord giyeth to few & 
Stand +: inthe hope ye are called anto:Our Maſter will read. 
the clouds, & will be upon us quickly » & clcar our cauſe, 8&: 
bring us all our to our black's & white's.Cleanzclean garments 
in the Bridegroom's eye, arc of C1ear worth ; Step over this 
hand breadth of world's glory $19 roour Lord's new world of 
grace , & ye will laugh ar the feathers, that children arc chafiog 
1n the air, } venly judge, that this Innes,men arc building their, 
neſt in , is not worth a drink of cold water, Itis a rainy and 
ſmoaky houſe : beſt we come our of it , left we be choked with 
the ſmoke thereof. O that my adverſaries knew, how ſweer m 
fighs for Chriſt are, & what it were for a finner to lay his head 
berween Chriſt's breaſts, & ro be over head & cars in Chiiſt's 
love! Alas; 1 cannot cauſe paper ſpeak the height & breadth & 
deepth ofir ! I have nora ballance ro weigh my Lord leſus's 
worth : heaven , ten hravens would not be the beara of a bal 
lancey to weigh him in. 1 muſtgive over praifing of bim: Angele 
ſce bur lirtle of him: O if that fair one, would take off the mask 
off his fair face, that I might ſee bim! A kiſs of him through his 
mask is halfa heaven. O dav, dawn | Otime, runfaft! 0 
Bridegroom, poſt , pot faſt, that we may meet ! O beavens , 
cleave in two, that , that bripht face and head may ſet it ſelf 
through the clouds ! Othat the corn were ripey & this world 
prepared for his hook ! Sir, be pleaſed ro remember a priſoncr's 
bonds, Grace be with you, 


Aberd, [uly. 10. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
$637, Feſus, S. R, 
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To Mr HUGH AM KAIL Le 


My wery dear Brother. 


Y: know , that men may take their ſweet fill ofthe ſowre 


L aw;in Graee's ground & betwixt theMediator's _ 
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and this is ſinners ſafeſt way ; for there is a bed for weaticd lin- 
ners toreſtthemin, in the new Covenant , tough no bed of 
Chriſt's making to ſleepin: The Law $ball never be my doom. 
fer , by Chriſt's grace , if I get no more good ofir: I vhall 
finde a (ore enough doom in the Goſpel, ro humble & ro caſt 
me down: Itis {1 gram] a good rough friend , to follow a 
traitour to the bar, & to back him, till he come ro Chriſt ; 
We may blame our ſelves , who cauſe the Law to crave well 
paid debt , to (car us away from Jeſus » & diſpute adour a righ. 
tcouſnel of our own, a world in the moon » a chimera, & a 
night-dream , that pride is Father & Mother to: There cannor 
be a more bumble {oul then a belcever, irisno pride fora 
drowning man , tocatch hold of a rock. I rejoyce, that the 
wheels of this conſul. d world are rolled & copoed, & driveny 
according as our Lord will. Oct of whatever rairth the wied 
blow , it will blow us on our Lord: No wind can blow our 
failes over-board ; becauſe Chiiſt's skill , & the honour of his 
wiſdom are emprwned , & laid down at the ſtike , for the ſea- 
paſicogers , that he $hall; put them fate off his hand on the 
shore , in his father's known bounds, our native bome ground, 
My dear Brother, (car not at the croſs of Chriſt: Ir is not ſeen 
yet, what Chiiſt will doe for you, when it cometh ro the worſt, 
He will keep his grace , vill ye be at a {trait » & then briog 
forth the decreed birth for your ſalvation ; Ye arc anarrow 
of big own making , let him shoor you againſt a wall of braſs, 
your point shall k« ep whole, I cannor, for mulrirude of letters 
& diſtractions of fricnds , prepare what I would for the times * 
I have not one hour of ipare time , ſuppoſe the day were fourtic 
bours long. Remembc.r meta prayer 3 Grace be wich you. 


Aberd Sept. 5, Yours in his ſiveet Lord 


1637. Feſus » 5. KR. 
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To bis Reverend & Dear Brother 
Mr DAVID DICKSON, 


My Reverend & Dear Brother. 


Fear ye have never krown me well: If ye ſaw my inner. 
lid*, itis poflible, ye would pitt: me; bur ye would hard- 
ly give meeither love or r:{(pett ; Men miſtake me the whole 
length of the hcavens ; My (ins prevaile over me << the cer - 
rors of their guilrinels. | am put oftcn to ask, if Chriſt&1 
did ever shake hands rogerther in carneſt : | mean nor » that my 
teifl-daves are quire gone ; bur I am made of Extrre mities. I 
pray God, ye never have the woefull & driery experience of a 
cloſ.d mouth ; for then ye «hall judge the ſparrows » that ma 
tiog in the Church of Irwin , bleffed bires; Bur my (oul hack 
been refreshed & watered , when 1 hear of your courage & 
zcal, for your never enough - praiſed , praiſed Maſter, in thar 
ye pur the men of God , chaſcd out of Ireland , to work: O 
if l could confirmyou ! Idarefay in God's preſence, That 
this shall neoy baſin your ſuffering , but shall be De vid Dick. 
ſon's feaft and ſpes bing 'ov » that while he had time and leiſures 
he put many to work » 10 lift up Feſus , his ſwees Mayer » vigh 
i the thies, O man of God , gocon, goe on, be valiant for 
that plant of renown , for that chick among ten thouſands, 
for that Prince of the Kings of the earth * Ir is bur lirtle thar 
I know of God , yet this | dare write , Chrift shall be glariſied 
in David Dickſon , bombeis Scotland be not gathe 4: Tam 
pained, pained, that I have not more to give my ſweet bride- 
+ His comforts tome are not dealt with a niggard's 
and ,* but I would faio learn not to idolize comfore , ſenſe , 
joy » and fweer felr-preſence: All theſe are bur crea 
tures, and nothing bur the kicgly robe , the Gold-ring 
and the Bracelets of the Bridegroom: The Bridcgroom 
bimſclf is better then all}the ornaments , that are _ 
um 2 
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im. Now, 1 would not ſo much have theſe, as God hitne 
ſelf , & tobeſwallowed vp of love ro Chiiſt : I ſee , in delight- 
ting in acommunion with Chriſt , we may make moe Gods then 
one; bur however , all was but bairns play between Chriſt & 
mes till row, If one would have (worn unto me, I. would 
not hayc bi lceved » what may be found in Chriſt: 1 hope, ye 
pitic my pa inthar much , in my priſon » as :0 help me your {clf, 
& to caule 1 »rthers help me, a Dyrour,afinfull wretched Dyvour, 
co pay ſors : of my debts of praiſe ro my great King : Let my 
God be jad ge & witnels , it my ſoul would not” have ſweet caſe 
& comfort. ,to have many hearts confirmed in Chriſt, & enlarg- 
ed with his. love z and maay rongues fer on work to ſer on high 
my Royals < Princcly welbeloved. O that my fuffcrings could 
ay tribute roſucha King! 1have given over wondering at 
ki love ? for Chriſt hath manifcſted a picce of art upon me , 
that | nerve revealed roanyliving: Hehath gotten fair and 
rich ewplo yment » & ſweet ſale, & a gocely marker for his 
hooourabl e calling , of s/-ewirg mercy on me z the chicf of lia« 
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ry one knoweth nat , fo well as I doe , my woctully 
en coverants: My tins againſt hghty working in the 
Fflinning . hath becn mer with admirable mercy: 
| He will gee nothing back again , bur wretched 
lacks! Iam ſure , it Chiiſt piticany thing in me, 
; hn, itis pain of love for an arm-fall & ſoul-full of 
1 faith , love & berun fruition: My forrow is , that 
ret Chriſt lifted off the duſt » in Scotland y & {ct on 
weallthe skies & heaven of heavens. 


rd. May. Is 
1637» 


Your: in bis ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, S.R. 
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Chat God may be gloti din wy boads. My Lord Icſus bath 
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To His Reverend & dear Brother 
Mr JOHN LIVINGSTONE, 


My Reverend & dear Brother. 


Race , mercy & peace beto you: I long ts hear from 

you , & to be refreshed with the comforts of the bride 
of our Lord lefus, in Ircland. 1 ſuffer with you in gricf, for 
the dasb , that your defires ro be at N. E- have received of late; 
But if our Lord,who hath $kill ro briog up his children, had nor 
ſe:a it your beſt, ic shauld not have betallen you 7 Hold your 
prace , & ſtay your (clves upon the holy oge of Iſracl : heark- 
cn what he ſaith in croſſing of your deſires » he will ſpeak Peace 
ro his people, I am here removed from my flock , & tilenced 
& confined 19 Aberdeen, for the teſtimony of leſus: And I bave 
been confincd in ſpirit alſo with d:(ertions & challenges: [ 
gave-in a bill of quarrels , & complaints of ——_— againſt 
Chriſt, who ſeemed to caſt me over the dike of the vineyard, as a 
dry tree, & ſeparated me from the Lord's inhericance: Bat highs 
high & loud praiſes be ro our royal crowned _ in Zion , 
that he hath not burnt the dry branch ; I chall yer live, & ce 
his glory. Y our Mother-church for her whoredom is like to be 
caſt off : The bairns may break their heart, to ſee ſuch chiding 
betwixrthe hu;band & the wife. Ous Clergic is upon a Reconci- 
liatzon with the Lutherians 5 & the Doftors arc writing books, 
& drawing up a Common Confe[hon at the Councel's command ; 
Our Service=bosk is proclaimed with ſound of trumper : The 
night is fallen down upon the Prophets: Scotland's day of vide 
tation is come: It is time for the bride rg weep , while Chriſt 
1s a faying, He will chuſe anetber wiſe: Bur our skic will clear 
again; Thedry branch of cut. down Lebanon will bud again 
& be glorious, & they shall yer plant vines upon our moun- 
tains. Now , My dear Brother, I writeto you for this cod , 
that ye may help meto praiſe  & ſeek help of others with you , 
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taken the withered dry ſtranger, & his broken-in-heart priſoner, 
in ro his houſe of wine: O! O, If ye& all Scotland , & all our 
brethren with you, knew how [ am feaſted! Chriſt's hooycombs 
drop comforts: Hedineth with his priſoner, & the King's ſpike- 
pard caſterh a ſmcll : The Devil cannor get ir denicd , bur we 
ſuffer for the apple of Chrilt's eye, his royal prerogative; as King 
& Law»giver: Ler us not fear or faint z He will have h:is Goſpel 
onceavain rouped in Scotland . & have the martcr c0irgro 
voices, to ſcewho will favs let Chrift becrowned Kino in Scot» 
land : Icts true, Antichrift ftirreth his tail , bur 1 lovea Vime 
bling & raging Devil, inthe Kirk, [hnce the Church militang 
cannot » or may not want a Devil rotrouble her] rather then 2 

ſubrile or flceping Devil: Chriſt never yer got a bride withour 

ſtroke of (word : It is now nigh the brid:-groom's entrio” in to 

his chamber: let us awake & gor in with him: I bear your name 

to Chriſt's door : I pray you , Dear Brother , forger me nat: 

Let me hear from you by a Letter, & 1 charge you, ſmorher 

not Chriſt's bounty towards me: I write what I have found 

of him » in the houſe of my pilgrimage. Remember my love 

ro all our brethren 8& ſiſters there, The keeper of che vineyard 

watch for his b lieged city, & tor you. 


Aberd, Feb. 7. Your brother && {ellow- 
1637. ſufferer, $, R. 


— 


To Mr EPHRAIM MELVIN. 


Reverend & decay Brother. 


Reccived your letter z & am contented with all my heart 

that our acquaintance in our Lord continue, I am wreſtling, 
as I dow,up the mount with Chriſt's crols: My ſecond iis kindey 
8 able to help. As for your queſtions, becauſe of my manifold 
diſtrations, & letters to multitudes, I bave nottime to anſwer 
them : What ball be ſaid in common for that , shall be im- 
parted zo you ; for 1 am upon thcle queſtions 3 therefore ſpare 
me alictle 3 for the Service-boo% would rake a. great time ; 
But 
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but I think, Sicut droſculatio religiofa imagrnit, altt etiam tle= 
mentorum,eſt in ſe idololatria externa, ers mrentls. deoſeul andi 
101 4yquanta in atu eft, ſeratur in Deum ogarmrona';ita genicue 
latio coram pane,quando,nempexex infliruse tots bono externus 
& internus verſaric debeat circa elemtutariaſigna, eſt adoratis 
relativa, & adoratio ipſius pants. Ratio: Intentlo adorandi ob - 
jeHum materiale, non eſt de eſſentia externe adorationis wut pas 
get in deoſculuttione religio/4. Sic genicul.uio coram imagine 
Babylonicd eſt externa adoratio imagins, tft tres pueremente 
meendiſſens adorareleboram. Sic qu ex meu ſolo, ant [pe prety 
aut inany plorie , genicul atur coram aureo vituls Irroboami , 
(quod ab iyſo rege, quinu!l a religione ny libidine do- 
min.mdi tantim, viinlum erexit, jaitatun effe , textts ſats 
luculenter clamat)adorat vitulum extcrna adoratione;eſto quod 
putaret vitulum eſe meram creaturam, & konore nulla di - 
quia gericulatio, ſFoe nos nelumnus five volumus,ex inflituto Dei 
O& nature, in attu religio/o, eſt ſymbolum religioſa adorations: 
Ergo, ficut pans fioni/1cat corpwChriſtiy et abit at omns 
notre intentionsyſic religioſa geniculatio,ſublatd omni intentio- 
ne humans , eft exicrna adoratiopens. coram quo aderamun , ut 
coram fignod vicarie O& repraſentative Det: Thus recommend- 
ing yours God's render mercy, 1 defire, that ye wayld remem- 
ber me to God. Sanitfication shall ſercle you moſt ig therruchs 
Grace be with you. a "1 


Aberd. 1637+ Your Brother in Chri 
- CIS Fiſms1'S. k 
To 4 Genile woman, npon the death 
of ber busband, 


MISTRESS. | 
Race, mercy & peacebero you; I cannot but reſoyce} 
and withall be grieved, at your caſe: It hath pleaſed the 
Lord to remove your husband,(my friegd, & this Kirks faithe 
full profeflor) ſoon $0 kig reſt 3 bur 'Y we be (arty, a 
| . _ s 
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ſlc is his gaio , ſecing his Lord would want _— n0 
Jonpger ; think not much of short ſummonds » for ſeeing he 
w with his Lord io his life, & defired that Chriſt should be 
magnificd in bim at his death, ye ought to be filent and (arisfied; 
When Chriſt cometh for his own,he runneth faſt:mercy zmercy 
tothe ſaiats goeth not at leiſure ; love, love in our Redeemer 
is not flow, & withall he is homely with you » who comerh at 
his own hand to your houſe,and intrometetb,as a friend, with an 
thiog that is yours. | think , he would fain borrow & lend with 
on. Now he hall meet with the ſolacious company » the fair 
flock, and bleficd bairn- time of the firſt-born , banquertiog at 
the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. Ir is a mercy , that the poor 


wandering sheep ger a dike-fide, in this Rormie day,and alecking | 


Sbip a ſafe harbrie , & a ſca- lick paſſcoger a ſound and (oft bed 
ashore. Wrath, wrath, wrath from the Lord is coming, upon this 
land, that be hath left behinde him : know therefore, that your 
Lord Jeſus his wounds, arc the wounds of a lover,& that he will 
have compaſſion upon a ſad hearted ſervant; & that Chriſt bath 
ſaid, he will- ave the hasband's room io your heartthe loved you 
in your firſt husband's time,and he is but woocing you ſtill, give 
him hearr and chair, bouſc and all : he will not be made com- 
pavion'wirh any other ; love is full of Jealoufics , be will have 
all your love } and whobould ger ic but He? 1 know, yeallow 
it upon him: there are comforts, both ſweet & ſatisfying, laid up 
for you, wait on: friſt Chriſt , he is an honeſt debter. Now for 
mine own caſe, I thiok ſogpe poor body would be glad of a dated 
priſoner's leayings, I have no ſcarceric of ChriR*s love $ he bath 
waſted moe comforts upon his: poor banished ſervant , then 
would have refrezhed any ſouls : my burden was once (o hea- 
vie that one ounce weight would have caſten the ballance, and 
broken my back ; but Chriſt ſaid, bold , bold, to my ſorrow, 
& hath —_ a bluthered face , which was foul with weeping. 
I may joytully goc wy Lord's errands, with wages io my hands; 
deferred bopes nced not tro make me dead ſwier(as we atts fay) 
my crolle is both my crofſe & my reward , Oh that men would 
ſ-uad hicbigh praiſes! 1love Chrilt's worſt reproackes , his 
glooms. bis crolle, bertes then all this wagld's plaſtered glory, 
wy 
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my heart is not Tonging to be back again from Chriſt's coun- 
rreygit's 2 ſweet ſoile I am come ro. I (if any 1n the world) have 
good cauſe to ſpeak much good of him. O ' Hell werea good 
cheap price to buy him at. Ohif all the three Kiogdoms were 
witneſſes to my paincd, pained ſoul » overcome & wounded 
with Chriſt's love? 1 thank you'mwoſt kindly , my dear Sifters 
for your love ro& render care of my Brother.I will think my ſelf 
obliged ro you if ye continue his friend : hc is more to me then 
a broth:r now, being cogaged to (uffer for ſo honourable a 
maſter and cauſe, Pray for Chriſt's priſoner , and Grace, grace 
be with you, 
oAber4, March. 7. Yours in his ſweet Lord 

1636. Fejus. S. Rr 


— 


To His reverend > dear Brother, 


xr ]J] OHN NEV AY. 


My reverend & dear Brother, 


Race, mercy & peace beroyou; I haveexcealing many 

[ writeto,clſc | would be kinder in paper. I rczovee that my 
{weer Miſter hath any to back him: Thick, thick iway my royal 
Kings Court be, O that his Kingdom might grow! It were my 
joy , to have his houſe full of gueſts. Except that I have ſome 
cloudy dayes, for the moſt part | have a King's life with Chriſt: 
hc 15 all perfamed with the powders of the marchant : he hatha 
King's Face & a King's (mell;his chariot, wherein be carrieth his 
poor priſoner, is of the wood of Lebanen, it is paved with love: 
1s not that ſoft ground to walk or lic on ? Iithink berrer of 
Chriſt.chen ever | did;my thoughts of his love grow & ſwell on 
me ; I never writeto any of him fomuch as 1 have fele. Oh if 
1 could write a book of Chriſt & ofhis love ! Suppoſel were 
made white ashes, & buror for this ſame trurh, that men count 
but as knots of firaws , it weremy gain , if my ashes could 
proclaim the worth, excellency and love of my Lord Jcſus:: 
ks There 
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There is muchrelliogio Chriſt, I ive over the weighing of 
kim , Heaven would net be the beam of a ballance to weigh 
himin. Whatcyes beon me, or what wind of tongues be on 
me Icare pot; Ler meſtand in this ſtage io the fools coat, & 
aft a fools part to thereſt ofthis nation : If I canſer my welbe- 
loved on ugh » & witoels fair for um, a hg for their Hoſanna: 
If 1 can roll my (elf in a lap of Chriſt's garment , I will lie there, 
& laugh 4! the thoughts of dying bits of clay. Brothir, we 
Aave cauſe ro weep for our barior-mpather , hor husband is ſend < 
og her ro Remc's brothell- houſe z which is il gate »heclikerth 
well: Yctl p:riwade you, therechail be a fair aftcr-growth 
for Chriſt » in Scotland , & this Church $h4Jll ing the Bride- 
grooms welcom-beme avain to his own houſe: The worms 
Shall cat them fiſt , erc they cauſe Chit rake good . nipht at 
$corl and. l am hore allaultcd with the Dotfors £1:0;burlElefs rhe 
tather of hoht , they draw not bleud of truth. 1 frnde no lod« 1g 
_ the heart of natural men, who are cold fricrds co my Myſtcr; 
] pray you » Remember my love to that Gentleman A, C, My 
hcart is knit to him, bccauſe lic and I have voce Malicr. Ke- 
member my bonds » & preſent my lervice ro my Lord & my 
Lady : 1 with Chrift may be dearercothem , thento many of 
ther place, Grace be with you 
Aberd. July. 5. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, $.R. 


—_— —— 


To my Lad; 
B Q Y D 


M 4A D A M. 

Races mercy & peace be to you? Few ( I beleeve ) know 
(oitepu & torment of Chriſt's friſted love: friſting of 
Chriſt's preſence is a matter of rorment. I know a poor ſoul , 
that would lay all oars in the waters —— feaſt of 
Chriſt's love, I tannot think , byt it mult be uprtaking & ſweet, 
to ſee the white & red of Chriſt's fair face; for he is white & rud- 
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muſtbe a well made face of his , heav«n muſt bein his viſage; 
glory , glory for evermore muſt fir on his countenance. . | dare 
net curſe the mask and covering , that is on his face; bur O if 
there werea bolcinit! O itGod would tear the mask ! Fys 
fy upon us we were never shamed tillnow , that we doe not 
proclaim our pining and languishing for him. I am ſure, never 
rongue ſpake of Chuiſt, as hc is. 1 am till of that minde, and fill 
will be , that we wrogg and undervaluethat holy, boly Oacyia 
baving ſuch hore and shallow thoughes of his weighre & worth, 
O if I could have but leaveto ſtand befide.& feerthe Father weigh 
Chriſtthe Son, if ir were poſſible! Bur how every oneof 
them comprehendeth another, we, who have eyer of clay,cannor 
comprehend ; Bur it is pity for evermore, & more thensbawe. 
that ſuch an one as Chriſt , should fir in heaven his alone for WS: 
To goc up thicher one's errand and on purpole tolee, were no 
ſmall glory. O that he would firike out windows, & fair and 
great lighes, in this old houſe » this fallen-dow n ſoul , and then 
{ct the foul near-band Chriſt, that the rays & beams of light, & 
the ſoul-dclighting glances of the Lair 1 a God-hcad 1 mighr 
shincin at the windows & fill the houſe ! A fairer & more acar 
& dire&t Gghr of Chriſt would make room for his love ; for we 
are but pigched & traitned in bis love. Alas,it were eaſy to mea- 
ſure & weigh all the love, that we have for Chriſt , by inches & 
ounces! Alas, that weshould love by meaſure& weight , and 
not rather have floods & feaſts of Chriſt's love ! Oh that Chriſt 
would break down the old oarrow velllels of theſe narrow ebbe 
ſouls ; & make fair , deep , wide & broad ſouls , to hold a ſca & 
a full ride, flowing over all it's banks, of Chriſt's love! Oh 
that the Almighty would give me my requeſt / Thar I might 
ſce Chriſt come to his temple again; ſas he 15 minting, & "tis ike 
minding to doe} & if the land were humbled , the judgements 
threatned are with this reſervation, | know, if we 5ball rurn and 
repent. O! what a heaven shiould we have on earth 4 to ſee Seot- 
land's moon, like the light of theSoo, & Scotland's ſun»light 
ſeven fold, like the light of ſeven dayss in the day that the Lord 
biedeth up the breach of his people, & healerhthe ſtrokevl rheir 
wounds! Tſa.z : 26, Alas! that we will not pull and draw 
Bb 3 - Chiift 
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Chriſt co his old tents again,to come & feed among the lilics, cill 
the day break & the —_ fleeaway !Othat the Nobles would 
go: onzin rhe ſtreagrh 8 courage ofthe Lord, to bring our Lw. 
l] King Jeſus home again! Iam perſwaded , he $ball ricurn 
again in glory to this land : but happy were thry , who could 
Helpro convoy him to his ſanftuary » & fer him again up upon 
sh: mercy» ſcat berwixt the Cherubims. O Sun reurnito darks 
wed Britain ' O faireſt among all the ſors o' men, O moſt ex 
eellent One, come bome again, come i1-me, C& win the praiſes & 
bleſſings of the mourners in Ion » the priſoners of hope, that 
wait for thee! I know , hccanalſormumph in ſuftcriog , & 
weep & reign, &dic& crigmph , & remaia io p.aſon, & yet 
ſubdue his cnemics : But how happy were I, te ſee the corona- 
tion day of Chiit,roſce bis mother who bare him put the crown 
his bead again , & cry with shouting cull the carth should 
ring, Let Feſus our King live reign for evermore' Grace, 
grace be with your La. 


Aberd. 1637. Your La: at all obedience in 
Cbrift » SR. 


— 


ToM ALEXANDER COLVILL 
Of Blair. 


Much honoured Sir. 


'© Race , mercy & peace be royou: 1 would deficeto know, 
bow my Lord took my letter I ſent him, & how heis; [ 
deſire nothing z. bur that he be faſt and honeſt co my royal Maſ+ 
ter & King. I am well every way , all praiſero him , 10 whole 
books I muſt ſtand for ever as his debrer: Onely by filence 
paineth me. I had one joy outof heaven , next ro Chriſt my 


Lord , & that was to preach him to this faitbleſs generation , & 
they have taken thar from me ; It was rome as the poor man's 
enecye, &they haye put our that cye. I know the violence 
donc ;o mc & his por be 


 reft Pridc,is come up before the Lord: 
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& ſuppoſe I ſee not the other fide of my erofs , or what my Lord 
will bring our of it ; yer I belecve the vition shall nor carry , & 
that Chriſt is on his journey for my deliverance, he gocth nec. 
ſlowly , bur paſſeth over ren mountains, at one ſtride; Inthe 

mean time, I am pained with his love, becauſe 1 want reall pol- 

ſefion 3 when Chriſt cometh » he Rtaycth nor long ; bur cer- 

rainly , the blowing of his breath upon a poor ſoul is heaven 

upon carth:& when the wind turneth into the North,&he goeth 

away [diegtill the wind change in the Weſt, & be vilite his pri» 

ſoner : But he holdeth me nor often at his door. I am richly 

repayed for ſuffering for him. O if all Scotland were as Lam » 
except my bonds ! O what pain 1 have y becauſe I cannot ger 

him praiſed by my ſufferings! O that heaven y withio and 

without , & the carth were paper, & allthe rivers , fountains, 

& ſeas were ink, & I ableto writeall the paper within & with- 
our , full of his praiſes & love & excellency , to be read by man 

& Angel / Nay this is lictle, 1 owe my heaven for Chriſt, & 
rodetice » howbeir I shonuld never enter in at the gates of the 
new Icruſalem , to ſend my love & my praiſes over the wall re 
Chriſt, Alaschat Time & Dayes lic berwizt bim & me , and 
adjourn our meeting ! It is my part ro oy, O when will the 
night be paſt & the day dawn, thas we 1hail ſce one anetber | Be 
pleaſed ro remember my ſerviceto my Lord , to whom [ wrow 
& she# him, that for his affetion to me I cannot bur pray for 
him, & carneftly defice that Chriſt miſs him not out of the roll 
of thoſe, who are his witneſſes, now, when his kingly honour is 
called in queſtion: Ir is his honour ro hold up Chriſt's royal 
trains & robe an ioftrument ro bold the crown upon Chriſt's 
head : Shew him, hecauſc I love his rruc honour & ſtanding 
that this is my carneſt defire for him. Now | bleſs you ; & the 
prayers of Chriſt's priſoner come upon you : & his [weereſt pre- 
lence » whom yeſcrye inthe ſpirit, accompany you. 


Aberd. Jone. 23, Yours at all obliged obedicnce 
2637. in Chriſt, S.R. 


Bb a; 
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T xr J O H N. R O W. 


Reverend ES dear Brother: 


Received yours: I bleſs his kigh & great name,1 like my ſweet 
IMaſter nil the longer the better: A fight of his cro(s is more 
awiom, then rhe weight of it, I thiok the worſt rhiogs ofChriſt, 
even his reproaches & his croſs, (when I look on theſe nor with 
bleared eyes) far rather to be cholen,then the laughter& worm « 
earen joys of my adverſaries, Oh that they were as lam, cx» 
_ > my bonds! My witneſs isabove » my Miniſtery, next to 
Chriſt, is deareſt ro me of any thing z bur Llay it downart 
Chrift's feer, for his glory & bis honour as ſupreme Law-givcr, 
which isdearer to me. My dear Brother , fre will receive the 
teſtimony of a poor priſoner of Chriſt , who dare nor now dil. 
ſcrable fer the wrrld , I beleeye certaioly, & expect thanks from 
the Prince of the Kings ofthe carth, for my poor hazards (4 ch 
as they are) for his honourable cauſe, whom I can never enovgh 
extoll, for his runnin .overlove to my (ad foul, fince | cawzc 
hirher. O that I could get himſcs on high & _ ! I ſeek 
no more, as the trop & root of my defires , bur that Chrift may 
make glory to himſclf, & edification ro the weaker , our of my 
ſaffcrings. I deſire ye would help mc both to pray and praiſc. 


Grace be with you. 
«Aberd. July. 8. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637» Feſus , 5. R. 


Ts the L ady. 
uU L R Q S S. 


M A D AM. 


Race , mercy & peace be to you : Tam much refreshed 


vith your lextcr z now at length come to me, | finde my 
Lord 
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Lord Jeſus cometh nor, in char preciſe uy that I lay waic foc 
him z. be hath 4 gaze of his own; O how bigh arc his wayes 
above my waycs | I (ce but lietle of him: Ir is beſt nor ro offer 
to learn him alefſon , bur ro give him abſolutely his own will , 
in coming , going , cbbing , flowing, & inthe manner of his 
racious working. l want nothing but a back burtben ofChriſt's 
= : I would goethrough hell, & rhe thick of the damned 
Devils, to bave @ hearty feaſt of Chriſt's love ; for he hath fer- 
tered me with his love , & run aways & left me a chained man. 
Woe is me, thatl was folooſe, rash , vain & graccieſs, in 
my unbelceviog thoughts of Chriſt's loye; Bur what can a ſoul 
under a non-entry (when my rights were wod ſet and loſt) doe 
elſe » bur makea falſe libel againſt Chriſt's love? 1 know your 
ſelf» Madam, and many moe» will be witneſſes againft 
me » if 1 repent not of my unbelicf z for 1 have been ſeeking 
the Pope's wares, ſome hire for grace within my ſelf. I have 
not learned , as 1 should doe, ro pur my ſtock and all my trea- 
ſure , in Chriſt's hand; bur I would have a ſtock of mine own; 
and cre | was aware, I was taking hire tobe the Law's adro- 
cate, roſcck Juſtificarion by works. I forgor , that grace is 
the onely garland that is worn in heaven , upon the heads of 
the glonhed, And now 1 half rejoyce, that I have fickncſs 
for Chriſt co workupon : fiance | muſt have wounds, well's my 
ſoul, I have a day's work for my Phytician Chriſt: Ihopera 
give Chriſt his own calling » it ſerterh himfull well ro cure dif- 
caſes, My — are very low , andrtherideis far our, when 
my Beloved gocth away ; & chea 1 cry » Oh cruelty ! ropur 
our the poor man's one eye, & that, that was myljoy, nexrjre 
Chriſt , to preach my welbeloved 3 then I make a noiſe abour 
Chriſt's houſe, looking uacoath+like in at his window,&caſtiog 
my love & my defires over the wall , rill God fend berrer. L 
am ofcen content, my bill lic in heaven , cill the day of my de« 
partuce, - providing 1 had affurance, that mercy $hall be writtem. 
on the back of it : 1 weuld nor care for onwaiting 5 bur when 
I drawein a tired arm% an empty hand withall,itis muchro me , 
to keep my thoughts in order 3 but 1 will not get & gate for 
Chuiit's loye, whes | havedone all I can, I would finyeeld co 
Bb s 
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ſtream , & row with Chriſt & noragainſt him. Bur while { 
live , I fce, that Chriſt's Kingdom in me will not be peaceable , 
ſo many thoughts in me riſe up againſt his honour & king! 
power. Surcly , Ihave notcrpreiſed all his {weer kindneſs to 
me: I fparero doc it , leſt I be deemed to fſeck my (elf; bur his 
breath hath ſmelled of thepowder of the merchants, & of the 
Kiog"s ſpikenard. Lthink, f conceive new thoughts of heaven, 
becauſe the Carde & the Mappe of Heaven , that he lettcth me 
now ſce, isſofair, & ſolwert, lamfure, we arcniggards & 
fparing bodics in ſeeking. | verily judge » we know not how 
mach may be had in this life , there is yer fonething bryond 
all weſce, that ſecking would light upon. O that my love. 
fickneſs would pur me to a buſineſs , when all rhe world are 
ſound fleeping , to cry & knock! Bur the ruth is, fince 1 
came hither , Thave been wondering , that afrcr my impor- 
runity ro have my fill of Chriſt's love, Ihave not gorren a 
zeall fign, bur havecomefrom him crying » bunger » bunger. 
I think , Chriſt letteth me (ce meat, in my extremity of hunger, 
& giveth me none of it: When | am ncar the apple , he drawerh 
back bis hand , & gocth away , to cauſe me follow: An again, 
when I am within an arm length ro che apple » he makerh a new 
break to the gate » & I have him to feck of rew : He feemerh 
pot ro pity my dwining & my (wooning , for his love, 1 
darc fomerimes put my hunger over ro him to be judged , if] 
would nor buy him, with a thouſand years in the horreſt furnace 
zo hell, fo bring 1 mightenjoy him: Burmy hunger is f.4 
with want & abſcoce: Ihunger & I have not, bur my com- 
fort is to lic & wait on, & toput my poor ſoul & my ſufferings 
an Chriſt's hand : Ler him make any thing out of me, ſo being 
he be glorified in my ſalvation z for I knows 1am made for 
him : O that my Lord may win his own gracious end in 
me * I will not be at caſe, while 1 bur ſtand (o far aback : 
O if I were near him & with him , rhat this poor foul mighe 
be (atitfhed with himflf! Your fon in law W. G. is now 
eruly honoured for bis Lord and Maſter's cauſe > when the 
Lord is fanning Zion, it is a goodroken , that he is a truc 
branch of the vine , that the Lord begianerh firſt ro dreſs 
han 
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him: Heis ſtrong in his Lord , ashe bath written ro me > 
and his wife is his encourager , which should mak: you re-= 
joyce; For your ſow, whois your grief, your Lord waited 
on you and me » till we were ripe, and brought us in. Iris 

" your part ro pray » & wait upon him; When he is ripe, fie will 
b ſpoken for : who can command dur Lord's wind co blow £ 
L know it shall be your good inthe latter end: Thar is one of 
your waters to heaven , yecould norgoe about ir; there are 
the fewer behinde. I remember you, & him, & yours, as 
Iam able: Butalas, Iambelceved to be omething , Klam 
nothiar but an emptie reed > Wants are my beſt riches, be= 
caul(c | laverheſe ſupplicd by Chriſt. Remember my deareſt 
loveto your Brother : I know , he pleadeth with his barlos.. 
mother tor her Apoſtafic. 1 know alſo, ye are kinde to 
worthy Lady Kenmure , a woman beloved of the Lord , whoa 
hath been very mindfull of my bonds ; The Lord give her 8 
her childe » ro finde mercy in the day of Chriſt. Great men 
are dry and cold indoing tor me: the tinckling of chains for 
Chriſt affrighteth them 5 bur ler my Lord break all my idols, 
I vill yer bleſs him. I am obliged to my Lord Lorn: [ wich 
him mercy. Remember my bonds with praiſes , aod pray for 
me » that my Lord mayleavea the North, by my bands & (uſe 
feriogs. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. July 9. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
1637, Feſus, S.R. 


— 


DE ———— CO —— 


To ALEXANDER GORDON. 
Of Knock gray. 


Dear Brother. 


G Race,mercy&peace be x0 you: There is no queſtion bur our 
mother-church hath a fazher, & that she shall not dic with= 
gut 
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out an heir » that ber enemies oball nor make mount Zion their 
heritage. We ſce, whitherſocyer Zion's enemies —_— hey 
dig many miles under rhe ground, yet ourLord ftiadeth chem ours 
nd be hath vengeances laid upin ftere for them, & the poor & 
needy chall not alwayes be forgotten. Our was drouping 
& withering , & man was ſaying » has can God make out of the 
old dry benes of this buried Kjrk? The Prelats & their followers 
were a grave above us: it is like our Lord is to open our graves; 
& purpoſcth ro cauſe his rwo lain witneſies riſe the third day y 
O how long wait I, ro hear our weeping Lord Jeſus fing again, 
& rriumph , &rcjoyce & divide the ſpoil ! I finde it hard work 
to beleeve, when the courſe of providence goeth croſs. wayes te 
our faith , & when miſted fouls in a dark night cannot know 
Eaſt by Weft , & our ſea Compal ſeemeth ro fail us. Every 
man is a belcever in day-light, A fair day ſeemerh ro be made: 
a of fairh& bope. What a triall of gold isit » ro ſmoke ut a lirtl+ 
above the fire ? But to keep gold perfect yellow-coloured amidſt 
rhe fSames;& to be turned from veſlclto veſicl,e yer rocauſc our 
farnace ſound,& (peak, & cry the praiſes of the Lord , is another 
matter, I know z my Lord made menot for fire, howbeit he 
hath freted me in ſome meaſure for the fire. 1 bleſs his high name, 
that I wax not paler, neither have 1 loſtrhecolour of gold, & 
that his fire hath made me ſomewhat thin » & that my Lord 
may pour me ih any veſſel he pleaſerh : For a ſmall warey, 1 
may juſtly quite my wh of this world's laughter, &give up with 
tnne, & caft out with the pleaſures of this world. I know a many 
who wondered to fee any in this life laugh & ſport : ſurely our 
Lord ſeeketh this of us , as toany rejoycing in preſent perishing 
thiogs. I (ce above allchiogs , & that we may fit down & fold 
legs & arms,& ſtretch our ſelves upon Chriſt, & laugh at the tca- 
therszthat children are chafing here: For I think the men of 
this world , like children in a dangerous Gormin the ſea , that 
play & make (port with the white foam of the waves thereof, 
coming in to fink & drown then ; fo are men making fool's 
(ports, with the whitc pleaſurcs of a ſtormy world, that will Gok 
ther, Bur alas , what have weto doe with their ſports that 
they make ' If Solomon ſaid of Laughter that it was madneſs, 
what 
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what may we ſay of chis world's laughiog» & ſporting themict- 
ves with gold, & flyer, & honours, & court, broad ge con- 
veſts, bur that thev are poor ſouls , in the beighe and rage of s 
== gone mad ? Then a ſtraw + 2 hg for all creazed ſports and 
rejoycing our of Chriſt ; Nay, | think, that this world as it's 
prime & perf. tion , vheoir is is come to thetop of it*s excel= 
lency » and ro the bloom , might be bought with an half 
ny; & that it would [carce wergh the worth of a drink of water: 
T here is nothing better then toeſteema it our crucified idol,thas 
is dead & Nation, as Paul did, Gal. 6, 14. Theo lerpleaſures be 
crucified, & riches be cruciticd, & court & honour be crucified, 
& ſincethe Apoſtle faith, the world is crucited ro him , we 
may put this world to the hanged man's doom, and to the pet. 
lowes : % who willgive much for a hanged man ? and as lictte 
«hould we give for 4 haoged and cruciked world : Yer whar 
a ſweet (mell hath this dead carrion, ts many fools is the 
world * ard how many wooers and fuiters Goderk this ba 
currion Fools are pulling ut oft the gaBowes » and comrending 
forit. O when thall we learn to be mortified mer, and ro 
have our fill of thole things » that have bur their chort ſammer 
quarter of this life} If wefaw our farher's houſe, and that 
great and fair citic » the pew Jeruſalem , which is up above 
ſun and moon - we would cry to be over the water z and tobe 
carried in Chriſt's arms out of rhis borrowed priſon, Grace z 
grace be with you. 


Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1636. Feſws. S. K, 


— 


To the Laird of 
CARL ET O0OU N 


Worthy Str. 
Races mercy and peace be to you: Ireccived your 
lerter, & am heartily glad , that our Lord hath begun to 


work > for the apparcat diliyery of this poor —_ 
Lir 
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Kick: © that falration would come for Tien ! 1 am forthe 
preſent anging by hope , — what or A yo will doe with 
me, & ifit will pleaſe my ſweer Maſter to me amongſt you 
again, & keep ont a hireling from my poor people & flock. tt 
were my heaven, call I come home , even to _ this life in 
athering-io ſome to Chriſt, 1 have till great heavinels for my 
hilence, & my forced ſtanding idle inthe marker, when this land 
hath ſach a pleorifoll thick barveſt 3 bur I know, bis judge« 
ments who hath doneir , paſs finding out : 1 have no know. 
ledge to rake op the Lord, in all his ſtravge wayes & paſſages of 
deep & wnſcarchable providences ; for the Lord is before me,& 
I am fo be- miſted 4 that I cannet follow hiaz > He is behiode 
me; avd following at the heels, and 1 am nor awareof hims he 
is above me ; but his glory ſo dazkth my twilight of short 
knowledge , that | cannot look up to him : He is upon my 
right hand, and Iſeebim not: He isupon my left hand, and 

within me and pocth and cometh , and his going and com! 
arc a dream to me: He is round about me - and —— 
my goings, and 1111 have bim to feet: He isevery way highcr 
avd deeper and broader,then the shallow and ebbe hand- breadth 
of my bort & dim light car rake up 3; & therefore I would my 
keart could be filene,, & firdown in the learnedly=ignoramt 
wopdearinog at that Lord , whom men & Angels cannot come 
prehepd. | know , the nooo-day light of the higheſt Angels, 
who (ce him face to faces, fecth not the borders of bis infinite 
neſs : They apprehend God near hand , but they cannot com- 
prehend him” And therefore it is my hapy incfs, ro look afar of, 
and to come near to the Lord's back parts, and ro light my 
dark candle at his briphrnefs , and to have leave ro fr & content 
my (elf with a rraveller's light, without the clear viſion of az 
enjoyer, I would fcek no more, nll werein my countreys 
bur a berle watering & ſprinkling of a withered foul , with 
ſome half- otretiion & hait ourlookings of the beams,a0d 
(mall raviching {miles of the faireſt face of 2 revealed & beleeved: 
on Godhead : A little of God would make my foul bank: full, 
O that I had but Chriſt's odde off ſallmg,s, that be would ler bu 
the meaveſt of his love-rayes,& loye-brams, fall from him, 
as | 
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as | might gather & carry them with me ! I would not be ill to 
pleaſe with Chiift, and vailed viſions of Chriſt ; neither would 
1 be dainty in ſeeing and enjoying of him: A kk of Chiit 
blown over his shoulder , the parings and crumbs of glory , 
that fall oder his rable in heaven , 2 thowr like a thin May=- 
miſt of bis love » would make me green and ſappy & joyfull, rill 
the ſummer - ſup of an exervall glory break up. O that I had 
any thing of Chriſt} O that | had « fp » orhaltadrop, our 
of the hollow of Chriſt's hand, of the fweccrncis & excellency 
of that lovely One! Orhat wy Lord Jeſus would ruc 
me » & give me bur the meaneſt almes of felt & beleeved falva. 
tion | O how lictle were it for that ioftoite fea, that infiaice 
fountain of love & joy , tofillas many theuland thoufand little 
veſlcls the like of me, as there are minures of honrs fioce the 
creation of God ! I finde it true , that a poor foul hnding half 
a ſmell of the Godhead of Chrift, hath defires paining & wound- 
ing the poor heart lo, with longings tobe up at him , thar 
make it ſometimes think , were it not berter never to have felr 
any thirg of Chit, then thus tolie dying ewenty deaths , une 
der theſe felt wounds 4 for the want of him? O awhereirhbe! © 
aireft » Where diwelleſt thou * O never enough admired God 
bead * How can clay win wp ts thee * How can creatures 
of yeſterday be able to enjoy thee t © what pain is it , that time 
& fin should be as ſo many thouſand miles berwixt a loved and 
longed-for Lord, &a dwining & love-fick foul, who would 
rather theo a!l the world have lodging with Chriſt! © ler this 
bit Love ofoury, this inch & batfpan-length of heavenly loog = 
ping » mert with thy infinite love! Oitthelictle 1 have wer 
{wallowed up , with the infioiteneſs of that excellency z which 
is in Chriſt ! O that we little ones were in at the greateſt Lord 
Jeſus | our wants should ſoon be ſwallowed up with his ful- 
pls, Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. May. 10, Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
Feſumr, S. KR. 
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Toe ROBERT GORDON, 
Of Knockbrex, 


Dear Brother, 


Race » mercy & peace be ro you? I received your letter 
( 35 Edenburgh.1 would not with to ſee another heaven, 
while | ger qunc own heaven , but a new moon like the light 
ofthe ſun,& a new ſun like the light of ſeven days,shicung upon 
my poor (ſelf, & the Church of Iews & Gentiles , & upon my 
withered & ſun-burot motber, the Church of Scorland, &% upoa 
her fifter Churches, England & Ircland ;, & to have this done, 
to the ſetting on high our great King 2: it makerhy nor, how- 
beit I were {eparate from Chriſt, & had a icolc of ren thouland 
years pain in hell, ifthis were- O bl:iled Nobility, O glornt- 
ous renouned Gentry , O bleſled were the tribes in this land , 
to wipe my Lord Jcſas's weeping face, & rotake che fackelorl 
off Che 


iſt*s loins, & ro put his kingly robes upon him! O if 
the Almighty would take nolels wager of me, then my heaves, 

. to have udone ! But my fears are ſtill for wrath once upon 
Scotland : But I know her day $hall clear up, & glory Shall be 
upon the trop ofthe moantains, and joy at the noile of the mar. I * 
ricd wife, once again: O that our Lord would make us ro con. V 
revd & plead, & wreſtle by prayers & rears » for our hwsband'; c 
reſtoriog of his forfcired —_— in Scotland. Dear Brother, © 
I am for the preſent in no (mall bartel, berwizr fclr gullciacfs,o t 
pining longings & high fevers for my welbeloved*s love. Alas! I 
I thiock Chriſt's love playeth the niggard ro me, & I know , it 4 
1s not for ſcarcity of love , there us coough in him 3 but A 
hunger propheſieth ofin« holdiog and (parin neſcio Chriſt, for B ** 
I have bur little of him , and lictle of his fweernefs: Irisa BY 
dear ſummer with me ; yer rhere is ſuch joyyin the cagerneſs & I ** 
working of hunger for Chriſt , that] am ofreo at this, that if do 
I had oo other heaven, but a centinuall hunger for Chriſt, ſuch N, 
a heaven of ever- working hunger , were fla heaven to me, ol 


L amſure, Chriſt's love canyst be crucl 2 ig uſt be 3 rucing 
of $4 
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& pitifull, I melang-harted love? But ſuſpendon of that love 
I chiok irc half a bolt, & the want of it more then a whole hell. 
Whea 1 look © my guilciacls , 1 fee my falvation one of our 
S ,viour's greateſt miracles, cither 10 braven or carth: lam 
ſure + 1 ry defi any man tothew me agreater wonder : but 
ſceing 1 have no wares , no hire , no money for Chriſt, be muſt 
cith:r take ane with want , miſery , corruption, or then want 
me. © iſhe would be pleaſcd , tro be compaWGonar and pirifull 
hearted, to my piving fevers of longing tor bim or then give 
we a reall pawne to keep , our of his own hand , till God fend 
a mect ing, berwiret lim and me ! Burl frode neither as ver : 
hos brit he who is abſent be not crucl nor wakinde ; yer his 
sbſeacc is cred and unkinde : His love is like it Cel his love is 
his love ; but the covering & thecloud, the vail & the mask of 
his love z is more wiſe then kiode', if I durſt ſpeak amy a2ppre- 
henfioos, 1 Icad ro proceſs now agaiut the » xo & dclay 
ofGoTl"s love: I would with all ay heart jriſ} till a day tea 
hcavens, and the (weet manifeſtations of hus love. Certainly [ 
thick , 1 could give Chriſt much 00 bis word : Put my whole 
pleading is about iotimared and bornein affurance ofhis love, 
O ! ifhe would perſwade me of my heart's deflre of his love at 
all, he should have the term-.day __—_— at hisown cary- 
ing: Bat [ know , raving wunbeleet ſpeakerh it's pleaſure ; 
while it looketb upon guiluneſle aod this body of corruption. 
O how loathſom and burdenſom is it to carry about a dead 
corps » this old carrion of corruption! O bow ſteadablea 
thing is a Saviour, to make a ſinner rid of his chains & ferters ! 

| have now mage a new queſtion , Whether Chriſt be more to 
be loved for giving SacQification , or for free Iuftificarion 2 
And 1 bold hc is more. & moſt to be loved for Sandtification : 
it is in ſome reſpet greater love in him , to ſanRific then ts 

juſtific ; for be makerh us moſt like himſelf, in his own efſen= 

tial powrrraiture & image, ig tas. us: luſtification 

docth but make us bappys which is ro be like the Angels oacly: 

Neither is it ſuch a _ » toli: a condemned man, and 

under unforgiven guiltineſs , as to ſerye lin, & work the works 

of theDevilzghthucwre, lthinkSaottification cannot be bought, 
Cc it's 
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i's aboveprice , God be thanked» for ever , that Chriſt was a 
zold-down price for SanCtificatien: Let « inner (if poſſible) 
Wie in bell for ever , ifbe make him truly boly , and let him lie 
there burniog in love to God , rejoycing in the Holy Ghoſt , 
hangiog upon Chriſt by faith & = thar is heaven in the 
heart and borrom' of hell. Alas ! Ifinde a very thin harveſt 
here, & ſew to be ſaved, Grace, grace be with you- 


«Aberd. 1637. Yours in bis lovely & lonped « 
for Lord leſus » S. K. 


— 


ee ewes 


To my Lord 
C AAS TT BD 6 a=. 


My Lord. 
I Perſwade my (elf , notwithſtanding of the greatneſs of this 


temptation , yewill not lct Chriſt want a witncls of you, to 
avow tum bcſore this evil generation. Andif ye adviſe with 
God's truth, (the perfeRt reſtament of Chriſt , that forbidderh 
all mens additions to his worship,)and with the truly learned, & 
with all the foGtified in this land, & with that warner within you, 
(chat will not fail ro ſpeak againſt you, in God's time, if ye be 
not now faſt & fixcd for Chrilt) 1 boperhen , your o: will 
acquit your (elf, as a man of courage for Chrilt, & refuſe ro bow 
y aur Kace {iperſtitiouſly & idolatrouſly to wood or ſtone,or any 
creature v hurſoever. I perſwade my (elf, when yesball rake 
good. night at this world , ye Shall think ic God's rruch I now 
write. Some fcar your Lo: havcobliged your ſclfro his Maj : 
by promiſe to ſatisfic bisdeſire: Ifit beſo, my dear & worthy 
Lord , hear me for your ſoul's good. Think upon ſwimmiog 
asbore after this ship wrack, & be pleaſcd to write your humble 
A ieto his Majeſtic ; ir may be God give you favour in his 
cyes: However it be, far beirt from youto think , apromile 
made ont of weakock, & extorted by the — 
thould bigde you wo wipng your Lord Jeſus, But for Yd , 
give 


OO - © — = F*F-- 
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1 give no ſaith torhat report, bur | beleove ye 5hall prove faſt rg 
riſt : To his grace | recommend you. 


Aberd. July. $: Your Lo: at all obedience tn 
1627. Chriſt. S. R. 
To my Lord 


CRAIGH AL L; 


My Lord. 


Race, m:rcy & peace beroyout Iam not oocly content; 

but I exceedingly rejoyce , that I figde any of the Rulerg 
ofthis Land , & eſp«cially your Ls: foro affect Chriſt and his 
truth, as vedaresfor bis names come to yea &nay with Monarchs 
in their face, 1 hope, he who hath enabled you for that , will 
ive more , it ye «hew your ſelf couragious,, and as his word 
Peakerh » 4 man in the ſlreets for the Lord; Bur I pray your 
Lo: givemelcaveto beplain with you ,/ as one who loverh 
both your honour and your foul, 1 verily beleeve, there was 
never Idolatry at Rome, never [dolatry condemned in God's 
word by the Prophers , if religious kneeling before a conſecrate 
creature, ſtanding ia room of Chriſt crucihed , in that very att, 
& that ſor reverence ofthe Elements (as our At —__ be 
not Idolatry. Neither will your inten#ion help, which is not of 
the eſſence of Worthip: for then Aaron laying, To morrew cbat 
be a feaſt for Jehovah, that is, for the goldes Calf, should nor 
have been guilty of Idolatry ; for he intended onely todecline 
the lash ofthe people's fury, not to bonour the Calf ; Your in- 
tention to honour Chriſt is nothing) (eceing religious kneeling 
by God's inſticution dgcth oecedlarily import religious divine 
oration, ſuppoſe our intention were both dead & ſleeping ; 
Otherwiſc kneeling before the Image of God , direing prayer 
to God , were lawtull, if our intention goe right, My Lord, I 
cannot in this bounds diſpute but if Cembridge &Ox/ord,& the 
lcarniog of Brigain, he” por (ig argumeat,& tþg argument 
” ' T3 fzoga 
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from alice car:dal , which your Lo: ſcconcth ro ſtand upon, [ 
will rarn a formal:i(t,& call my ſelf an arrant fool,by doing what 
I have done, in my ſoffcring for this truth, 1 doe much reve- 
rence My L's. learning , but my Lord, | willaonſwer what he 
writcs in that , topervert you lrom the truth , elſe repute mez 
belde an hypoerire, an 2/s allo; & I hope yesball fee fomerhing 
upon that {ubjHt , if the Loid permur y that no lophiſtry ia 
Britain vali anſwer. Courticis arpuments, for the moſt part , 
are drawn from their own 5kin, & arc not wortha ſtraw , for 
your corMnerce.' A Marques or a King's word, when ye ſtacd 
before Chris nibunal , (hall be! phrer then wind, The Lord 
knowcth , 1lloave vour tive honovr , & the ſtanding of your 
houſe ; but I would not, your honour or | oale wireeſtablighcd 
>pon lard, & hay & ſtobblr. Nut lor me wy tory deer & worthy 
Lord , moſt humbly belcech you , by the mercics of God, by 
che cooſolations of his Spirit , by the dcar blood & wourds of 
your lovely Redeemer , by the lilvatton of your foul, by yeur 
comprarance before the awfulifocc of a fin tercuging& dreÞds 
full Judoey nor to fer in compuiſon rogerher your ſoul's 
peacesChrilt's lore & his Kingly honour,cow called in queſtion, 
with your place, honour, houſe, or caſe, that an inch of 
crime will make out of the way. | verily beleeve, Chiiſt is 
now begging ateſitmony of you; & is ſaying, And will ye 4//6 
leave me? It is poffibley the wird $hall not blow ſo fair for you 
all your lif:, for coming our & appearing before orhers, to back 
& countenance Chriſt , the faireſt amovg the ſons of ceo, the 
Prince of cheXings of theearth 1 ſa.5 1:7. Fear ye wot the repro- 
ach of menneither be atraid of their recilings,v.8.For the meth 
hall ear them up like a garment, & the worm sall cas them like 
wool, When the Lotd sha!l begin, he zhall make an end, & mov 
down his adverſaries, & they 5ball lie be/ore him like withered 
hay & their bloom shaken off them. Confliter bow many thou- 
ſands inthis Kingdom ye hall cauſcto fall & ſtumble, it ye go 
with chem; & that yeshall be our of the prayers of many, who 
doc Ntand before the Lord for you & your houſe : & further, 
when the time of your accounts cometh, & your one foot x 
be wichio the border of eternity, &the eye-ſiriogs thall _—_ 

£ 
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the face waz pale, & the poer fu,ul hall look ont art the windows 
of the houſe of clay, longing to be our, & yerhall finde your IF 
arralzned before the Judge of quick & dead, to anfwer for the 
putting to your hand with the reft, confederate againſt Chiift 
to the overturning of his Ark,&the loofing of rhe pins of Chriſt*s 
tabernaclein this land, & +hall cerrainly feeyour (elf mired in 
a courſe of Apoſtafic, they, then a King's tavoar,& your worms 
taten honour +hall be miſerable comforters ro you, The Lord 
hath eoligMened you with the knowledge of is will : & as the 
Lord liveth,they lead you & others to a commenton with great 
Babel , the mother &f ſormicitions: & God faid ofold, & conti- 
nucth to ſay the ſame to you, Come out of her my people , leſt ye 
be part«kers of bir plogues: will ye then goe withthem , & ſer 
your lipro the who: e's golden cup, & drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God AlmizIny withrhem ? O poor huvgry honour ! 
O curfed pl-aſure ! And O damnablecate » bought with the lofs 
of God! How many $hall pray for you! Whar a (weer preſence 
thall ye fiade of Chriſt under your fo frrings afyeshall lay down 
your honour & placeat the feer of Chriſt ! Whar afair recom 
pence of reward! ['avonch before the Lord, that I amrnow shew- 
10g you a way , how th: houſe of Craighall may Nand on fure 
pillars: If ye will fer ic on xotren pillars , ye eruclly wrong your 
poſterity, Ye have the word ofa King)for an hundred fold more 
in this life, (ific begood for yon, ) & for life everlaſting alſo: 
Make not Chriſt a liars io diſtruſting his promiſe. Kings of clay 
eannot back you when ye ſtand before him : a ſtraw for them & 
th-ir hungry heav*a, that tanderh og this 6de of rime 2 a fig for 
the dayes- ſmile of a worm. Conſider who have gone before you 
to crervity. & would havegiven a world for a ney occafion of 2+ 
youching that truth : *rs rrue » rhey call it nos ſubFantial » & 
we are made a ſcorn rothole that are at cafe, for ſuffering thefe 
things for it z bur ir is not timeto judge of our loſſes by the 
morning; ſtay till rhe evening, & we hall count with the beſt of 
them. I have found by experience 4 goce th: time of my impri- 
fenment, (my witnefs is above) Chrilt caling this hoooucable 
Cauſe, with another & a nearcr {:llowship , th-o cycr I knew be- 
fore; andlct God weigh me in an even ballagceintbis  #£ 
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would exchange the croſs ofChriſt or his cruth, with the fogcices 
Prelacies, or what elſc a King can gve, My dear Lord, ven. 
ture rotake the wind on your tace for Chriſt; 1 beleeve , gf be 
should come from heaven in his own perſon, & ſeek the char» 
reres ofCraighall from you, and a dimiſſion of your place » and yo 
ſaw his face, ye would fall down ar his feet, and (ay, Lord leſau, 
it is tos little for thee. Ifany man think ir not a truth ro die for, 
I am againſt him : Idare goe to eternity with it, that this day 
the honour of our poyal pgs &Kiog, in the Government 
of his own free Kibgdom ( who should pay tribure ro no dying 
Kiog ) is the true ſtate ofthe queſtion. My Lord, be ye upon 
Chriſt's fide of it, & take the word of a poor priſoner , nay the 
Lord Jeſus be ſurery for it » yebave incomparably made the 
wiſcft choice : for my own party I have been in this priſon, that 
I would be half arhamed ro ſcek more, till I be up at the well- 
head. Few know in this world the ſweetnels of Chriſt's breath 1 
the excellency of bis love , which hath neither brim nor bot- 
tom: the world hath raiſcd aſlander upon the croſe of Chriſt, 
becauſe they love to goe to heaven by dry land , & love no 
fea-ftorms ; Bart I write it under my hand ( & would ſay more, 
if poflibly a reader would not deem 1t hypocrifie)My obligation 
ro Chriſt for rhe ſmell of his garments, for his love. kiſſes, theſe 
thirty weeks , ſtanderh ſo great , that I shovid, & I deſire allo 
po chuſe to ſuſpend my ſalvation , to have many tongues looſed 
in my bebalfropraiſc him : & —_ in perſon I never entered 
within the gates ofthe new Jeruſalem; yerſo being Chriſt may 
beer on high » & I had theliberty, to caſt my love & praiſe 
for ever over the wall ro Chriſt , 1 would be ilent & concen, 
But O he is more then my narrow praiſes ! O time, time, flee 
ſwiftly , thar our communion with Feſus may be perjefied. I \ 
wich your Lo: would urgeMrL, togive his mindeio the 
Ceremonies » & be pleaſcd to let me ſee ir, as quickly as can be, 
& ir Shall be anſwered To his rich grace 1 reco.nmend your 
Lo: &shallremain. 


Aberd Jury 8. Yours at all reſpr Aire sbedience 
1637. in Chriſt, $ R. 
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— To the Lady 

If be 

hare C Oo L R oO S 3, 

ad yo M 4 D A M. 

eſa, Oar letrer came in due time to me » now a priſoner of 
for, Chrift » & i bonds for the Goſpel : I am ſentenced with 


day devrivation » & confinement within the town of Aberdeen:bur 
nen'Y Ob my guiltineſs , thefollics of my youth, the neglefts in my 
yug calling » & eſpecially in not ſpeaking more for the Kingdom 
PRE crown & (cepter of my royal & princely King leſus, doe lo ſtare 
j che mein theface, that apprehend anger in that, which is a crown 
Ls of rejoycing tothe dear ſaints of Ged ! This, before my come 
arance ( which was three ſeveral daycs) did trouble me » & 
yell CS me morenow ; howbeir Chriſt, & in him » God 
th, reconciled , met me with open arms, & tryfted me, preciſely 
NY arthe entry of the door of the Chancellour*s hall , & aflifted me 
iſt, Þ coanſwer (o » asthe advantage thar iszis nor their's bur Chriſt's. 
= Alas ! Thar is nocauſe of wondering , that 1 am thus born 
ore, down with challenges 3 forthe world hath miſtaken me » & ne 
_— man knowerh, what gultineſsis in me,ſo well as theſetwo, (who 
keep my eyes now waking & my heart beavie) 1 mean, my 
allo Meart & Conſcicnce,&myLord, whois greater then my Heart, 
ſed Shew your brother, that I defire him, while he is on the watch- 
rd Bf cowmerzto plead with his mothey;&toplead wich this land,&ſpare . 
= not tocry,for my ſweetLord Jeſas his fair crown, that the inter 
ule Bf dited& forbidden Lordrareplacking off his royal head. If I were 
— free of challenges & a High Commiſſion, within my ſoul, I would 
4 give a ſtraw,to goe to my father's houſe,throogh ten deaths, 
I for the truth & cauſe6f my lovely , lovely one 1 leſws, Burt 
the walk in heavineſs now. If ye love me & Chriſtin me , my dear 
be, L ady , pray,pray for this onely,that by-gones b-twixt my Lord 
our &me may be by-gones;&rhar he wouid paſs from the ſummends 
of bis High Commilſion, & ſeek nothing from me z bur whar he 
will do: for me & work in me. If your La: knew cac, as Idoe my 
; ſelf: ye weuld fay . Poor ſoul , no marvel. Itis not my 
henfion;that createrth this croſs ro me;ir is too real & hath fr & 
To Cc 4 certa. 
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certain grounds, Bur I will nor belceve, that God willtake this 
advantage of me , when tmy back is at rac wall ; He who for. 
bidderh to adde affliction to afiition , will he doe it himC.1f? 
Why $hould bepurſue a dry leaf & ſtabble ? Defire him tofpare 
me now. Alſo the memory of the fair feaſt-dayes, that Chiſt x 
I had, jo his banqu*ttiog, houſe of wine , & the ſcattered flock, 
once committed ro me,& now taken oft my hand by himſclf,be. 
cauſe I was not ſo faichfull inthe end , as | was in the firſt two 
carsof my catry,when ſlcep departed from my eyes, becauſe my 
was taken up with a care for Chriſt's lambs, even tacſe add: 
ſorrow to my ſorrow; Now my Lord hath onely given me this 
to lay, & I write it under mineown hand, (bz ye the Lord's (er. 
rant 8 witnehs) 1 olcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet croſs of Chriſt: 
welcome ſatr, fair, lovely, reyal King with thine own croſs: Let 
us all thrze goe to beaven together, Neither care 1 much ro goe 
from the South of Scotland to the North; & to be Chriſt's priſo. 
ner amongſt uncourh faces , aplaceof this King lom , which 1 
have little reaſon to be in love with. I koow , Chriſt shall make 
Aberdeen my garden of delights. am fully perſ[waded,rhat Scot. 
Land shall eat Exekicl's book, that is written within & withour, 
Lamentation & mourning & wort. Exek. 2, 10. But the ſaints 
$þall get adrink of the well, thar garth through the ſtreers of the 
new leruſalem to purit down. T bus hoping ye will think upon 
the poor priſoner of Chiift, I pray, Graces grace be with you, 


Edinh. Jaly, 39, Your La: jn his ſweet Lord 
1636. Teſs 3 S, Rs 


To ALEXANDER GORDON. 
of Earleſtown, 


Much honoured Sir. 
Finde ſmall bopcs of Q'<. buſineſs. 1 intend after the Coune 

cel. day to goc on to Averdeen: Th: Lord is with ine, | car? 
not what mancan doc. I burd:o no mw » & 1 waar nothing : 

No Kiog is þ:tter provid:d,chca | aw; Sweets wert & calic , = 
: rol 
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crok of my Lord: All men [I look in the face [of what ſocrer 
rank, Novlcs & poor , acquaintance and ſtrangers] are fricadly 
tome, My welbelored tsfome kinder and more warmly thea 
ordinary and cometh and vificerh my (nl: My chains ate 0+ ' 
ycrguilded with gold. Oxely the remembrance of my fair dayes 
with Chriſt in Anwoth, & of mydear flock {whoſe caſe is my 
hzart's ſorrow] is vinzgar tomy (ugarced wine ; yet both (weer 
& ſowre feed my ſoul: No p:n. no words, no ingine can expreſs 
to yous the lovelineſs of my onely , oncly Lord Icſus, Thusia 
haſt, making for my palice at Avoerdeen, I ble(s you, your wife, 
youc eldeſt ſon's other children. Grace, grace be with yog, 

Edinb, Sept, 5. Yours in bis onely, onely 
1636, Lord leſws. S. R. 


— — ——_ 


To ROBERT GORDON, ; 
of Knockbrex. 


My deareſt Brother, | 
See, Chriſt chink-th shame (if may ſpeak (o} ro bein ſuch a 
| fon man's common, as mine. I burden no man z 1 waat no- 
thing;no face hath gloomed upoa mefiace [ lcft you: God's ſun 
&fair weather conveyech me to my tine-Paradiſein Aberdeen, 
Chriſt hath fo handſomely ficted for my shoulders this rough 
tree of the croſs, as that it hurterh me no wayes. My creaſure is 
upin Chriſt's coffers : my comforts are greater then ye cap be- 
leeve: my pen shall lic for penury of words to write of ira. 
God knoweth, I am filled with the joy of theHoly Ghoſt. Onely 
the memory of you, deareſt in the Lord, my flock & others, 
k:ep:th mz uatter,& from bring exalred above mexure:Chriſt' 
ſweet ſauce hath this ſowre mix:d wich ir; bur O (ach a (weer & 
pleaſane taſte! | finde (auall hopes of fe: macter, Tha in haſte, 
Remember axe to your wife, & to William Gorden. Grace by 
vith you, | 
Ein5. Sepr. 5. Yours in his one'y, onely Lord 
1636. leſs» 5. Ra 
Cc 5 To 
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To my Lord 
L oO Ww D Oo u N. 
Right benour able & my very worthy Loyd. 


Race » mercy & peace be to you : Hearing of your Lo: 

zcal & courage for Chriſt our Lord, in owning bis honou- 

rable cauſe , I am bold ( & 1 plead pardon for ir) to ſpeak in 
paper by a line or twoto your Lo: { fince | have not acceſs any 
other way ) beſceching your Lo: by the mercies of Gods & by 
the everlaſting peace of your ſoul, & by the tears & prayers of 
our motber- Church , to goc on, as ye have worthily begun , in 
purging of the Lord's houſe io this land, & placking down the 
ſfekyot Antichriſt filthy neſt, this wretched Prelacy, & that 
ack Kingdom, whoſe wicked aims have ever been, & (till aces 
©o make this fat world the onely Compaſs» they would have 
Chriſt and Religion to ſail by , and ro mount up the Man of 
fn , thcir godfather the Pope of Rome ,-upon the higheſt Rair 
of Chriſt's throne y and ro make a velvet-Church , (in regard 
of Parliament grandour & wordly pgmp » whereof alwayes 
their ſtinking brearh ſmellerh) & ro pur Chriſt & truth io ſack- 
cloth & priſon , & to cat the bread of adverfitie and drink the 
water of affiiftion: Halfan eye of any, not miſted with the 
darkoels of Antichriſtian ſmoke, may (ce it thus in this land: & 
now our Lord hath beguo , to awaken the Nobles & others, to 
born-down Chriſt , & his weeping Goſpel : My dear 

& Lord , the eye of Chriſt is upon you: the eyes of many 
noble, many boly, many learned & worthy ones, in our neigh- 
bour Churches about are upon you: This poor Church » your 
ber & Chriſt's ſpouſe , is holding up her hands & heart ro 

for you , and docch beſeech you withrears, to plead for her 
husband, his Kingly Sceprer, & for the liberties char her Lord & 
Kiog hath given to her, asro afree Kingdom , that owerh ſpi- 
ritual tribure to none on earth, as being the free- born Princeſs 
& daughter rothe King of Kings. This is a Cauſerttar b*fore 
God, his Angels, the World, before Sun & Moon,nerderh not to 
blushs 
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blazh. O what glory & truc honour isir tolend Chriſt your 

hand & ſervice » & ro b: amongſt the repairers of th: breaches 

of Siou's walls, & ro help to build che old waſte places , and 
ſtrexch forth rhe curtains, &ſtrengrhen the ftakes ofChrift's reve, 
i this land ! O bleiled are they » who, when Chriſt is driven 
away, will bring him back again, & lend bim lodging ! And 
bleſſed are ye ofthe Lord; your name & honour shall never rox 

or wither , in heaven (at lcaſt,) if ye deliver the Lord's sheep, 
that have been ſcatrered inthe dark & cloudy day , out of the 
hands of ſtrange Lords & hirelings, who with rigour & cracl. 

ty, have cauſed them ro eat the paſtures troden upoa with their 
foul feet » & tro drink muddy water, & who have fpunour fach 
a world of yards of Indifferencies in God's Worship, to make 8& 
weave a web for the Antichriſt (that shall nor keep any from 

the _ as they minde nothing elſe, bur thar by the bring- 
ing-inof the Pope's foul tail firſt upon us » ( their wretched & 
beg gerly Ceremonies) they may thraſt in afrer them , the An- 
tichriſt's legs & thighs, & his belly » head & choulders, & then 

cry down Chriſt&:the Goſpel, & up the merChandiſe & wares of 
the great whore. Fear not, my worthy Lord » to give your ſelf 
& all ye bave , out for Chriſt & his Goſpel: No man dareſay, 
whoever did thus hazard for Chriſt , that Chriſt payed him noe 

his hundred fold in this life, ducly, & inthe lifs rocome , life 

everlaſting. This is his own trath ye now plead for , for God 

and man cannot but commend yous to beg juſtice from ajuſt 

Prince for oppreſſed Chriſt; & to pleadthart Chriſt, whois the 

King's Luton be heard in 4 free court to (peak for hjgaſelf, 

when the ſtanding &eſtablished laws of oar nation can ly 

plead for Chriſt's crownin the pulpits,& his chair as Law-giver 

in the free Governmene ofhis own Louſe ButChriſt shall never 

be content & pleaſed with this land y neither sball bis hor inf 
indigoation be turned away» ſolong as the Prelates ( the 

that lay in Antichriſt's foul womb , & the Antichriſt's Lord 

Bailiffe) hall fir Lord-carver, in the Lord Jeſus his courts: The 

Prelate ts both the exge & the neſt rocleck & bring forrh Pope- 
ry: Plead therefore in Chriſt's behalf, for the plucking down 

of the neſt, & crushing ofthe egge; &ler Chriſt's Kingly office 
cr 
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foffer no more nnworthy indignitics. Be valiznt for your w_ 
al King Jeſus ; contend for him $ your adverſaries shall be 
mo: hecaten worms , and (hall dic as mtn 2 Chriffand bis ho- 
pour now licth upon your shoulders ,* tet him not'fall ro the 

ound : Caſt your cycupon him , who is quickly coming to 
decide all the controverſies in Jong & remember”, the ſand in 
your night» glaſs willrun our : Time with wings will five as 
way , Eternity is hard upon you , & whar will Chriſt's loves 
ſabes, & che light ofhis lovely & ſoul-deltghting countenance 
be to you in that day , whro God 5hall rake up in his right han4 
this herle ludge of heaven flike as a +hephers lifecth up his litele 
t:2t} & fold rogetber the two leaves of this rent, & pur the 
earth & all the plenivhiog of it into a fare, & turn this clay-1do] 
the god of Adam's ſons, into ſmoke&white ashes? O/whar lire, 
& how many worlds would many then gives to have a favour. 
able decreer of the Iudge ? Or what moneyes would they nox 
gtve,co buy a mountain, to be a grave above both ſoul & body, 
tO hide them from the awſom looks of an angryLord & Judge 
L hope , your Lo: thinketh upon this z & that yEminde loyal. 
ty coChriſt, & to the King both, Now the very God of 
peace , the oncly wile God, «Rablich & rengrhen you upon 
the rock laid io Z0n. 


Aberd. Jan. 4+ Your Lo: at all obcdicnce in 
1638, Chriſt, S.R, 


es, 


To 4 Chiiſtian Gemlewoman, 
MISTRESS. 


Race , mercy & peace be re you, Though nor acquaint - 

ed, yet at the delirg of a Chiiſtian Brother» 1 thought 
good to write a line un:0 you, intreating you in the Lord 
Jeſus , under your trials , to kerp an car open to Chriſt y 
whocan ſpeak for himſelf, howbeir your vilitarions , and 
your ovn ſenſe » thould dream hard things of bis love 
and fayour, Our Lord never getecth fo kinde a look of us, 
Bar our toye in luch a degree » nor our faith in ſuch 2 


pacaiure 
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m-aſare of ſtedfaſtneſs , as he gerteth our of the furrace of eur 
tempting fears & $harp rials, I verily beleeve, {& roo fad 
proof; in me lay no lel-J thatif our Lord would griod our 
whorizh luſt in powder , the very old a:hes of our corruption 
ould rake lifc again, and live, & bold us under fo much boad- 
a"c that may humblejur,& make us (ad.till web. in that coun- 
tiry , where we thall need no Phyſick at all, O what violene 
meas doth car Lord uſc to gain afro bim , as iſiodeed we were 
a p.ize worthy bis fighting for | And be ſure, it leading would 
doc the turn , he would vor uſc pulling of Lair and drawing ; 
But the beſt of us will bide a ftro: g pull of our Lord's rinks 
arm, cre we follow him; Yet 1 lay cot this, as if our Lord 
alwaye: meaſured afflitions by ſo many eunce weights,anſwere 
ab'e to che grain weights of our guiltineſs : I know » hedoerh 
inmany (and poſſibly in you) ſeek pothing fo much as faith ; 
that can endure lummer ard winter, in their extremity, O 
how precious tO the Lord is faith and love, that whea thresh 
T 5 beatcn , and chaſcd away , and boaſtcd (as it ny -y 
God himſelf, dorth yer look warmelike , love-like, kinds 
like » and life like home. over ro Chiiſt, & would be in at bims 
ill &@ well as it may be ! Yhinknet much, that yaur busband , 
or the deareſt ro you in the world, proveth to have the bowels & 
mercy ofthe Oſtrich , bard & rigoroms & cruel: For Pal. xp. 
10. The Lord raketh up ſuch fallen ores, as theſe. 1 could not 
wish a more (ſweet life , por more ſatisfying expreſſions of kinds 
reſs, till | beup at that Prince of kindneſs, then the Lord's 
ſaicas finde » when the Lord taketh op mens refuſe , & lodgeth 
this world's out-lames, whom no man ſecketh afrer. © His 
breath is never ſo hot , his love caſtcth neverſuch a flame, as 
when this world , & rhoſe who should be the helpers of our joy, 
caſt water on cur coal, Ic is a ſweet thing to ſee them caſt our 1 
& God takein 5 & ro ſee them throw us away, as the refuſe of 
men , & God take us up as his jewels & his treaſure. Often he 
makerh gold of droſs , as once be made the caſt-away flene , 
the ftoue rcjeted by the builders » the head ofthe corver. The 
Princes of this world would not have oor Lord Jeſus apinoin 

inthe wall, or to hayeany place io the buildipg; bart the Lord 


made 
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made bim the Maſter ſtone of power & place, God be thanked, 
chat chis world hath oor power tocry us down ſo many pounds, 
as rulers cry down light gold , or hghrt alver: Wesball ſtand 
for as much, as our maſter-cotiirr, Chriſt, whoſe coin, arms and 
ſtamp we bear,will have us: Chriſt hath 'no miſcartying ballance, 
Thank yeur Lord , who chaſcth your loverhroughreo Kiog. 
doms, & followcth you & ir over ſea, ro have you for himſclt, 
as he (peaketh Hoſ. 3. For Godlayerh up his faints,as the waile 
& the choice of all the word, for bimfcif; & this is hike Chriſt 
& his love. O whatzio heaven or out of heavengis comparable 
rothe ſmell of Chriſt's garments; Nay, ſuppoſe our Lord would 
mavifcft his arr, & make ren thouſand heavens of good & glori. 
ous things , & of new joys, deviſed out of the deep of infinite 
wiſdom » he could nor make the like of Chriſt ; fer Chriſt is 
God, and God cannot be made: & therefore ler us hold us with 
Chriſt, howbcirt we might have our waile and will of an hoſt | 


of lovers, as many as three heavens could contain: O that be 
& we were rogether! O! when Chriſt and ye sball cer abour 
the ovemoſt march&borders of rime;&the entry inro eternity, 
ve shall ſec heaven io his face z at the firſt look, and falvation & 
ploty fitting in his countenance, & berwixt bis cyes. Faint not » 
the miles ro heaven are but few & short: he is makiog agreen 
bed (as the word ſpeaketh Cant. 1.) oflove, for bieaſclFand your 
There are many heads lying in Chriſt's boſom 3 bur there is 
100m for yours among the reſt: Andthercfore goe on, & let 
hope goe before you. Sin not in your trials , aud the vitory is 
yours. Pray. wieſtle and belcevey and ye $hall overcome and pre- 
vail with God, as Lacob did: No windle-ſlraws , no bits ofclay, 
oo temptations , which are of no longer life then an hour, will 
then be able ro withſtard you z when once ye have prevailed 
with God. Help me with your prayers, that ir une » pleaſe 
the Lord, togive me houſe-7com agaip , to ſpeak of his righre- 
ouſneſs inthe great congregation , ifir may ſcera good in his 
fght. Grace , grace be withyou, 


—— 
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Mhberd. July _ 6, | Yours in bis ſwett Lord 
1637, Jeſus, Se 
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T H E 


SECOND PART. 


Containing 
Some letrers of the fame Author, from Ax- 
worth, before his confinement at Aberdeen ; And 


orhers fi om $f Andrews, London . Oi 
after his enlargement. 


To the Vicounteſs of Kenmure- 


M AD 4A M. 
waz.» LL dutifull obedience in 


EET 


the Lord remembred: 1 
have heard of your La: 
lofirmiry and fickneſs , 
with grief; yetI truſt ye 
have learned ro ſay. Is 
is the Lord, la him doe 
tba ſorver ſcemeth good 
in bis eyes. It is now 
many years fince the A. 
poſtate Angels made a 
queſtion » whether theic 


hath always in that ſame ſure of Law compeared , to plead 
with them »gainſt God, ig dayly i5pinivg ogaink his _ 
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but the Lord being both party & Iudge ; hath obtaiped a de. 
erect, & faith » Iſa. 46* 10: Mv counſel shall land, & 1 will 
doe all my pleaſure. Itis theo beſt for us,io the obedience of faith, 
& in an boly ſubmiſſion, to give that ro God, which the Law of 
his almighty & juſt power will have of us. Therefore, Madam, 

our Lord willeth you, in all ſtares of life, roſay » Thy will be 
Tone intarth, as it is in braven:& herein ghall ye baye comfort, 
that he, whoſceth per fly through all your evils, & knoweth 
the frame & conſtitution of your nature, & what is moſt bealth. 
full for your ſoul , holderh every cup of .flition to your head , 
with bis own gracious hand. Never bclecve » that your tender. 
heartcd Saviour » who knoweth the ſtrength of your RKomack , 
will mix that cup with one dram welg he —_— Drinkthen 
with the parierce ofthe ſaints; & the God of paticnce bleſs your 
Phyfick. I hayc heard your L: complain of deadocls, & war: 
of the beſtirring power ofthe life of God ; but comage , he 
whowalked inthe garden, & made a noiſc,that made Adam hear 
his voice, will alſo at forvetimes walk in your ſoul, & make you 
hear a more ſweet word ; Yer ye will pot alwayes bcar the noiſe 
& the din of his feet, when he walketb: Y c arcat ſuck arime ike 
Faceb monarning at the ſuppoſcd death of Joſeph, when Joſeph 
was living. The new creatures the image of the ſtgond Adan, is 
liviog in you;& yet ye arc mourving at the _— death ofthe 
life of Chriſt in you. Eplratm is bemoaning & mourving, Ter, 
31, 18, When herhinketh, God is far off & heareth not; & yer 
God is like the Bridegroom, Cant. 2- ſtanding onely -bclinde a 
thin wall, & laying to his eary for be faith himſelf , ver, 18, 1 
. have ſurely beard Ephraim bemeonirg kimſcl}. | bave good con- 
dence, Madam: that Chriſt Ieſus, whom your hel chrongh 
foreſts & moentains is ſeeking , is within you 7 And yer 1 ſpeak 
pot this, to lay a pillow under your head ; or to diſswade you 
from an hely fear of the lofle of your Chiiſt, or ofprovoking 
& ſtirring up the beloved before he plcale , by fip, 1 know , in 
ſpiritual confidence, the Devil will come 10,25 10 all other good 
works, &cry balſe mine; & lo endeavour to bring you under 3 
fearfull Neep,rill be whom your ſoul loverh be departed from the 


door, & baveleft off knockingz & therebore » bere the Spirir of 
God 


w © 
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God muſt hold yoar fouls feet in the golden mid-line , berwixt 
eo1fi1cnt reſting in the arms ofChriſt, &preſumprnous and droufie 
Necping in the bed of fleshly ſecurity. Therefore, worthy Lady z 
ſo coant little of your ſelf, becauſe of your own wretched 
and Gofull droufineſs, that ye count pot al(s little of God, in the 
courſe of his unchangeable mercy : For there be many Chriſti- 
ans, molt like unto young ſailers , who think the hore & the 
wholc land doeth move » when the ship & they themſelves are 
moved; juſt ſo, not a few doe 1magine, that God moveth & fail- 
erh & changeth places , b-cauſe their giddy fouls are under fail , 
& ſubject to alteration, ro cbliug & flowing: bur the foundation 
of the Lord abideth ſure. God knoweth , that 1 arc his own : 
Wreſtle, fight goe forward, watch, fear, beleeve, pray; & thea 
ye haveallthe infallible ſympromes of one of the ele& of Chrifd 
within you. Y c have no uw, Madam, a (ickneſs before you: & alſo 
afrer that,adeath; gather then now food for the journey. God 
give you eyesto (=c through lickneſs & death, & ro (ce I 
beyond death. I doubt gotybur if bell were berwixt you&Chriſt, 
as a river, which ye bchovell co crols, ere ye could come at bim, 
but ye would willinply put in your foot & make through, ro be 
at him, upon hope that he would come in himſelf, ia the _ 
of the river, & lend you his hacd. Now [ beleeye, your hell is 
dricd up, & ye have onely theſe two thallow brooke, — & 
Death, to paſs through; & ye have alio a promiſe, that Chriſt 
shali doe morerh-n meer you, even that he shall come hiaſelfs 
& go* with you /oet for fcor » yea & bear you in his arms. O 
then! O hen, for th: joy that is ſet before you. For thelove 
of the Many ( wha is alſo God over ail , blefſed for ever, ) thar 
is ſtapding upon the shoreto welcome you, run your race with 
patience. The Lord goe with you- Your Lord will not have 
you, nor any of his ſeryants, tocxchange for the worſe. Death 
19 it lt 1includerh both rhe death of the Pal, & the dearh'of the 
boy ; bur to God's children the bounds and the limits of death 
arcabridged , and drawn into a more narrow compaſs : Ss 
that when ye dic » apiece of death $hall ovely ſeile ypap you , 
or the leaſt part of youthall die, & that is the diſſolution of the 
body ; for ia Chriſt ye are delivered from the ſecond death : 8 
: Dd ther#» 
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therefore, as one born of God , commir nor (in » (although ye 
cannot live & not fin) & that ſerpeat sball bat eat your earthly 
art. As for your ſoul, it isaboyethe law of Death; But iris fear« 
| & dangerous, to be a debrer and ſervant to fin; for the eount 
of fin ye will not beable tro make good before God, except Chriſt 
both count & pay for you. | truit allo, Madam, that ye will be 
carcfull,ro preſent ro theLord the preſent eſtare ofthis decaying 
Kirk: For, what shall be concluded in Parliament anent her,the 
Lord knoweth: furc Iam z the decree of a moſt fearfull Parlia- 
ment in heaven, is at the very point of coming forth, becau(c of 
the fins of the land. For,IWe have caſt away the law of the Lord, 
& deſpiſed the words of the boly one of Iracl, Iſa. 5, 24. Judge. 
ment is turned away backward, & jiftice tandeth afaro fﬀf.truth 
#f fal:enin the ſtreets, equity cannot encer. Iſa. 59.14. Lo.the 
__ as if he had ſcen us & our Kirk, reſemblerh jujtice ro be 
andlcd as an eaemys holden out at the ports of our city , ſo is 
she banish*d; & Truth to a perſon (ickly & diſcaſcd, fallen down 
in adcadly (wooning fit, in the ſtreers, before hecan cometo an 
houſe. The Prieſts bave cau/ed many to ſtumble at the Laws & 
have corrupted the Covenant of Leviz Mal. 2.8. But what will 
they dee m the end?! Fer: 5. 31. Therefore give the Lord no reſt 
for Zion. Stir up your busband, your brother, & all with whom 
yearetn favour & credits to ſtand upon the Lord's fide,againſt 
Baal. I have good hope , your hushand loverh the peace and 
proſperity of Zion: The peace of God be upon bim , for his 
tarended courſes , ancot theeſtablichmenr of a powerfull M1- 
niſtery in this land, Thus oor willing to weary your £4: fur- 
ther, I commend you , now & alwayes, tothe grace & mercy 
of that God, who 1s able to keep you, that yefall not. The Lord 
oJcfus be with your ſpirit. 


Anwoth. July. 27. Your La: ſervant at all dutyfull 
16:8, obcdicnce in Chriſt » 5 R. 


Epiſt. 2. Letters. 419 


To the Parishoners of 
K. IL MACOL MN E 


Worthy & welbeloved in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 

Race , mercy & peace be ro you : Yourletters could not 

come to my hand in a greater throng efbulineſs,then I am 
now preſled with ac this time, when our Kirk requireth the pub+ 
like helpof us all ; yer | cannot bur anſwer the heads of both 
yoar letters » with proviſion that ye chuſe, after this , a fitter 
time for writing. 1, [ would nor have you pitch upon me; as the 
man able by letrers to anſwer doubts of this kiade,, while there 
arcin your boupdAs, men of ſuch great parts , moſt able for this 
work. | know, the beft are unable ; ver irpleaſerh char Spirit of 
Jeſus, ro blow his ſwe=r wind through a prece dry ſticks thar the 
empty recd may keep no glory to it (elf;bur a Miviſter can make 
no ſuch wind as this co blow, he is ſcarce able to lend ir a pallage 
to blow through him. 2. Know that the wind of this Spirit hath 
atime, when it blowerh sharp, & pierceth ſo ſtrongly » that ir 
would blow through an iron door y & this is commonly rather 
under ſuffering for Chriſt, then at any other time. Sick children 
get of Chri{t's pleaſant things,ro play them withall, becauſe leo 
ſus is moſt render of the fafferer , for he was a ſufferer bimſcl|, 
O if 1 ha4 but the leavings & the drawing of tbe by-board of a 
ſuff:rerstable ! Bur | Jeave this ro anſwer yours. = ' 

Frrit, ye write that God's v@'v$ are lying on you, & ſecurity 
ſtrong, & fib ro nature, ſtealing on you who are weak. I anſwer, 
1. Till we be10 heaven, the beſt have heavy heads, as is evidenr 
Cant. 5, 1.Pſal, 30.6. Tob. 29. 18. Matth. 26. 33+ Nature 
is afluggard, & loveth not the labour of religion: Therefore reſt 
thould not betaken , till we know the diſcale be overs & inthe 
way of turning , and that itis like a fever paſt the cool: And 
the quierricls and the calms of che faith of vidtory oyer 
corruption » would be entertained un place of fecurty, fa 
that if | flzep, I would dclire to flzep fairk's fleepy in 
Chiift'sbolom, 2, Knowalſo, none that fcep ſound can 
Dd 3 ſcrioully 
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ſcriouſly complain of fleepinels ; ſorrow for a lumbering ſoul, 
is aroken of ſome watchtulneſs of fpirit: Burthis is ſoon rur- 
ned into wantonneſs , (as grace in us too often is abuſed) there» 
fore our waking muſt be warched over , «lf: flecp will even 
grow out of watching; & there is as much need ro watch over 

races as to watch over (in: full zen will ſoon Nleep , & ſooner 
os huvgry men. 3. For your weakneſs tokeepoff ſceutity 1 
that like a thict ſtealerh upon you, I would fy two things. 
1. To want complaine« of weakneſs » is for heaven 5 & Angels 
that never finned , not for Chriſtians in Chrill"s camp on earth; 
I thiok our weakneſs makerth us the Church of che redeemed 
ones, & Chinilt's icld that the Mediator should labour in. 1f 
there were no diſcaſes on earth , there needed no Phyſicians on 
earth, If Chriſt had cried down weakneſs, he might have 
cried down his own cailiog ; bur weakneſs is our Mediator's 
world: Sin is Chriſt's oncly , oncly fare & market; no man 
chould rejoyce art weakneſs & diſeaſes 5; but I think , we way 
have a ſort of gladnels at boils & ſores , beeduſe withour them, 
Chriſt's fingers, as a ſlain Lord, $hould never have rouched our 
akin. I dare not thank my fclf, but I dare thank God's depth of 
wiſe Providence » that I have an crrand in me , while 1 live , for 
Chiiſt rocome & vilit me, & bring with him his drivgs & his 
balm. O bow ſweet isit , fora finnerco put his weakneſs in 
Chriſt's ſtreygrthning hand, & to father a lick ſoul upon ſacha 
Phyfician, & ro lay weakneſs before him,/ro weep upon him ,& 
to plead, & pray ! weakneſs can ſpeak & c1y» when we have not 
acongue.Ezck.16:6. And whenlT paſſed by thee,£7 ſaw thee pol- 
laved in thing on blood, I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy 
blood, Lite. TheKitk could not ſpeak one word ro Chriſt then, 
but blood & guiltineſs out of mcaſure ſpake , & drew out of 
Chriſt pity,& a word of life & love. 2. For weakneſs, we have it, 
that we may employ Chriſt's ſtrength becauſe of our weakneſs: 
Weaknefs 1s to mak: us the {ti ongeſt things, that is, when having 
no ſtrength of our own , we are carried apon Chriſt's choulders, 
& walk (as it were) vpon his legs : If our fiofull weakneſs ſwell 
vp totheclouds , Chriſt's ſtreogth will ſwell op rothe fun, & 
far above the hcaver of hcavers, B+. Yercll me that there is 
accd 
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pecd of counſ:l for lrengthaing of new beginners; I can ſay 
lictle to that » who am nor well begun my {clf ; bur I know , 
honeſt beginnings are nourished by him , cyen bylorely Jeſus, 
who neyer yet put out a poor man's dim candle, whois wreſt= 
liog betwiztlight& darkneſs. ] am ſure,if new beginners would 
urge themſclves upon Chriſt , & preſs thuir ſouls upon him , & 
importune him for adraught of his ſweet love, they could nor 
co:ne wrong toChriſt; Come once1n upon the right nick & flep 
of his Lovely love,& I defic you to get free of him again; If any 
beginners tall off Chriſt again, & miſs him , they never lighted 
pon Chriſt as Chriſt; ic was bur an idol, like Jeſus, they took 
for him. 3, Whereas ye complain of a dead Mioiſtery in your 
bounds , yeare to remember , that the Bible among you is the 
contract of Marriage , & the manner of Chriſt's coavoying his 
loveto your heart , is not ſoabſolutly dependent upon even 
lively preaching, as that there is no convertion at all, no lifeof 
God, but that, that is tied toa man's lips: The daughters of Fe- 
ruſalem have done often that , which the watchmen could not 
doc: Make Chriſt your Miniſter zhe can wooe a ſoul at a dike fide 
in the field; ke ncedcrh not us , howbeir the flock be obliged to 
ſeek him in th: shepherds rents, Hunger of Chriſt's making 
may thrive  ey*n under ſtewards, who minde nor the feeding of 
the flock. O bleſled ſoul , that can leap over a man, and look 
above a pulpit up to Chriſt z whocan preach home tothe heart, 
howbeir we were all dead & rotten ! 4. Soto complain of your 
ſelfas to juſtifie God, is right ; providing ye juſtifie bis Spirir 
in your ſelf ; for men ſcldom advocate wer _) Satan's work and 
fin, inth-mſelves, but againſtGods work in themſelyes: ſome of 
the people of God ſlander God's grace in their ſouls, as ſome 
wretches uſe to dot, who complain & murmure of want, 1 have 
nothing,(ſay they) all is gane,the groud yeclderh bur weeds & 
winds, when as their fat baryeſt,& cheir mency on baak 
makerh chem liars, Bur for my ſelf, alas ! 1 think irs nor 
fin , { have ſcarce wit ro fig this fin: Bur I adviſe you, to { 

ood of Chcift , for his beauty & ſweerneſs , & (peak good of 
im;for his grace to your ſelyes, 5, Light remaincth , ye lay » 
but yecaangt attaintopainfulnels: See if rhis complaint be 
 —_— xc not 
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not booked in the new Teſtament , & the place Rom. 7; iS. ls 
like chis » To will is preſent with me, but how to perjorm thay 
which is » I know not. But every onc hath not PauP's ſpirit 
in complaining : Fer often in us, complaining 15 but an humble 
backbiting & craduciog of Chriſt's new work in che foul. Bur 
for rhe — ofthe complaint , 1 would fay - _ light of 

lery is perfect! ed in loving , and praifing and rejoycs 
be ”& rafting hy ah name. phe _ = light is Ot 
hereaway in any clay body; for while we are here, lg It is in the 
moſt part broader & longer, then oar narrow & fecklcls obedie 
ence: Butif there be light with a fair train & a great back, [ 
mean » armies of challenging thoughts , & ſorrow for coming 
thorr of performance , in whar we _ & ſec ought ro be per- 
formed , then that ſorrow for not doing is accepted of our Lord 
for doing : Our honeſt ſorrow & fincere aimes » togerherwith 
Chriſt's interceſſion , pleading that God would w e that 
which wc have, & forgive what we have not » muſt be our life, 
eill we be over the beund-road , and in the other countrey , 
wherethe law will get a perfedt ſoul. 86, In Chriſt's abſcace, 
there is (as ye write) a willingneſs to uſe mcans , bur beavis 
neſs after the uſe ofthem , becauſe of formal and Night perfor» 
mance, In Chriſt's abſence, I confeſs, the work lieth behbtnde; 
bar if ye mean abſcace of comfort » & abſence of ſenſe of his 
ſweet preſence , I think that abſence is Chriſt's trying of us, 
not ny our {in sgaioft him : Therefore , howbeit our Obe. 
dicnce then be not ſugared and ſweerved with joyg (which is 
theſweer mcat bairns would ſtill be at) yer the leſs ſenſe, and 
the more williogoeſc in obeying , the lefs formality in our obe» 
dicnce, howbcit wethink nor (0; for 1 beleeve, many think obe, 
dience formal & lifcleſs, except the wind be fair inthe Weſt, & 
fails filled wich joy & ſcaſe , till fouls, likea ship fair before the 
wind, can ſpread no more ſail; bur I am not of their minde, who 
think (0. But if ye mean by abſence of Chriſt, the withdrawiog 
of his workiog grace, 1 ſce nor how willingacl to uſe means can 
be at all under ſuch an abſence: Therefore, be humbled for 
heavineſs in that obedicnce, & thankfull for williognc(s : for 
Abc Bridrgroom is bu:kjog his Spouſe often times , while _ 
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half fleeping , & your Lord is working & wy more then 
ye ſce. Alſo | recommend to you H:avinels for tormality , & for 
lifeleſs deadneſs in obedience 3 Becaſten down » as much as ye 
will or can, for deadneſs, & challenge that Cow & dull carcaſe of 
fin, that will acither lead nor drivein your ſpirituall obedience, 
O how ſweerto lovely Jeſus are bills & grievances, given in 
againſt corruption & the body of fin! I would bave Chriſt, in 
ſuch a caſe, furbed {if I may ſpeak (o) & dexved with our 
cries »as yeſce the Apoſtledoerth , Rom. 7: 24. O wretched man 
that 1 amywho thall delier me from the body of this death! Pros 
teſtarions againſt the law of lin in you z are law- grounds , why 
fin can have no law againſt you: Seck ro have your Proteſtatios 
diſcuſled & _—_ » & then thall ye finde Chriſt on your fide of 
it, 7- Ye holdthat Chiiſt muſt cicher have hearty ſervices 
or no ſervice at all: If ye mean, he will not half a bearr,or havs 
faigned ſervice » ſuch as the hypocrices give him , I yu you 
that: Chriſt muſt kave honefty or nothiog : Burt if ye means 
he will have noſcrvice atall , where the beart draweth back 
in any meaſure; I would not that were true, for my part of 
heaven » andall that 1 am worthia the world; If ye minde 
to walk ro heaven , without a cramp or a crook , I fear ye 
muſt goe your alone: He knoweth our drofs & defefts, B& 
ſweet Jeſus pitieth us , when weakneſs & deadneſs in our obe- 
dience is our croſs, & nor our darling, $8. The liar (as ye 
write) challengerh the work as formal z yet ye bleſs your cau- 
tioner,for the ground-work he hath laid, & dare not (ay, bur 
ye have afſurance , in ſome meaſure. To this I ſay, 1.It sball be 
no faulty to fave Satan's labour , & challenge ir your ſelf, or ax - 
leaſt examine & cenſure4 but beware of Satan's ends in chale 
leoging » for he mindeth ro put Chriſt & you at oddes. 2. ele 
come home faith in Jeſus , who washerh ſtill, when we have 
defiled our ſouls » axd made our elves loathſom , & ſeck fill 
the blood of atonemecrt to faults Little or meckle, Know the 
gateto the well, &lic about ir. 3. Make meekle of afſurs 
ance, for it keepeth your anchor fixed. 9. Our-breakin z(yo 
ſay) diſcourage you » fothat ye know noxy if ever ye shall win 
again to ſuch overjoying conlolations of the Spirit in this lifes 
as 
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as formerly ye had,&rherefore a queſtion may be, If aſter aſur- 
ance & mortification, the children of God be erdinarly fed with 
ſenſe & joy*? 1 anſwer , I ſee no inconvenience tothink , it is 
enough in a races to ſee the gold at the ſtarring place; howbeir 
the runners never get a view of it, till chey cometo the rink's 
end; & that our wiſe Lord thinketh ir firteſt, we should ror al- 
waycs be fingering & playing with Chriſt's apples. Our Wele 
beloved , iron? wilt br & play with his Kride » as much 
as herkiokerh will allure her ro the rink'cend ; Yer 1 judgeir 
mot unlawfull, ro ſcek renewed conſolations, providing. rt. The 
heart be ſubmiſſive & eontent to leave the meaſure & timeing 
ofthem tohim, 2. Providing they b: @ught , roexcire us to 
praiſe, & ſtrengthen our affyrance , and sharpen our defires 
after himſelf. 3. Ler them be ſought, not for our hamors 
or ſ{welling of nature ; bur as the carneſt of heaven: & I chink 
many do: artain to greater conlolations after moctification , 
then ever they had formerly. Burl know » our Lord walketh 
here, ſtill by a ſoreraiga latirude, & k-eperh not the ſame way, 
as to one hair-breadch without a miſs, rowards all his chil. 
dren, As fer the Lord's people with you , 1 am nor the man fir 
ro ſpeakto them, [ rejoyce exceediogly that Chriſt is engaging 
ſouls amnengt you : But | know, in coaverkon all the winnin 
is in the firft buying ; (as we uſe to ſay) for many lay falſe & 
baſtard foundations , & take up converſion at their foot , & ger 
Chriſt for as good as half nothing , & had never a fick night 
forfin, &rhis maketh looſe work: I pray you dig deep; 
Chriſt's Palace-work , & his cew dvclling, laid upon hell felt 3 
feared, is moſt firm: Andheaven grounled & laid upon fuch a 
hell, is ſureſt work, & will not —o——_ with winter-Rorms. 
Ic were good that Profefſours were nor like young heirs, that 
come to their rich eſtare, long cre they com*to their wir z & (o 

is ſeen 60 ir:the raverne, & ©. cards, & thc harlors teal chair 


ridges from them , ere ever thry bz aware whar they are doing, 
I kaow,a Chriſt bought with ſtrokes is ſweeteſt, 3.1 recommend 
to you conference & Prayer at Private Mertings : for warrand 
whereoſ ſee [[a, 253 Fer. 5 0,415. Hoſe nit. Egech, $:20,21,32, 
$3:Ma\ 3:16, Link 24:13, 14,15 1617, Joh.29419, AR-12: 
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2. 12,.Col.y:16,%4,6.Eph.4:29.1Pet,4t 10+ tTheſ.5: 14. Hb. 
z:13.& 10,25- Many coals make a good fice, & chat is 4 part 
of the communion of ſaints. I maſt intreat you , &.your 
Chriſtian acquaiataaces in thePari;h,to reazember me r07od in 
your prayers, & mh flock & miniſtry , & my tranſportation & 
removal from this place z which I fear, at this afſembly ; And 
be earneſt with God tor our mocher Kirk. For want oftime , 1 
have pur you all ia one letter; Therich grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt be wich you all, 


Anwoth Auguſt. 5. Yours in his ſocet Lord 
1639» Jeſus S.K. 


To 4 Chriſti an Gentlewoman, 


MISTRESS. 
M Y love inChriſt cemembred to you; I was indeed forrow + 
all at my departure from yougelpecially liaceye were in 

luch a:aviach after your daughters death 4 yer | do: perſwade 
my (elf, ye know, = the weighticſt cad of che crols of Chriſt, 
thit is laid upo1 you, lieth uoon your ſtroag Saviour: for Lſaiab 
Gith. Ch.639.In «1 your aFiftions be is afRiRed: O bleficd ſe* 
con4, who ſaft:rech with yo r,& glad may your ſoul be, eveara 
walk iath: fizry farnice, with 0a: lik: wato cheS0n of man, whe 
is alſo ch: $90 of Gol. C varagegup your heart, when yedoe tirgy 
he will bear both you & your bucden , P/al.y 5: 22, Yer alictle 
vhile& ye shall ce th: alyation of Gol, Rememb:r of what age 
your daughter was, as long was your leaſe ofh:r: ifshe was x8, 
194 or 20 years old, I know aotface lam , (ering hr rerme 
was come, & your l:aſe raa ot , ye can no moce juſtly quarrel 
your great Superior, for taking hus own, ar his juſt rerm? day , 
then a po 3r farmer can complain,that his Maſter rakerh a portion 
of his own lan co himſelf, when his leaſe is expired. Good Miftd 
reſs,if ye would not becoatentytharChriſt would hold from you 
the heavenly inhericance, which is made yours by his death, Sat 
not that ſame Chriſt think hardly of you, if ye refule ro give 
him your daughter williogly » who is apart of his igheritance 

| =} and 
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& conqueſt? 1 pray the Lord, to give you all your own, andto 
grace you with patience,to give God his alſo; heis an 11] debeer, 
who payeth that which hc hath borrowed, wich a grudge:iodeed 
that long loan of ſuch a good daughter,an heir of grace,a meme 
ber of Chriſt, ( as I beleeve ) deſerverh more thanks at your Cre- 
dicor's hand, then that ye should gloom & murmure, when he 
craveth bur his own ; | beleeye ye would judge ther robe bur 
thankleſs nergbours , who would pry youa fumme of money 
after this manacr- But what, doc ye think herloſt , when the 
»s but Geeping in the boſom of the Almizhry , Think her not 
ablcnt, who ix in ſach a friend's houſe ; 15 5he loſtro you whorn 
found ro Chriſt ? Ifibe were with a dear friend , although ye 
should never ſee her again your care for her would be Laur (mail; 
Oh now , is «he not with a dear trieed, & gooe higher upon a 
ccritain hope, that ye thall in the Keſurreftion ſee her 22410, when 
( be ye (ure) she shall neither be heftick nor conſurned 1n body ! 
Ye would be (orry cither to be, or to be cfteemed an Arbeift; & 
yer not, butthe Apolile, x Theſs.4: 12+ thiokcth thoſe 
to be hoplcſs Arbiefts, who mourn exceſſively for the drad: bur 
this is not a — on my part » I doe ſpeak this oocly fears 
ing your weakneſs ; for your daughter was a part of your (clf, & 
therefore naturcin you, bring as it were cur & halycd, will in» 
deed be grieved; but ye have to xejoyce » that whena parr of 
= is on carth, a great part of you is glorified in heaven. Fol. | 
w her , but envy her not ; for indeed it is fulf-love in us, that 
makerth us mourn for them, that dic in the Lord: Why ? bec aule 
for them we cannot mourn, fince they art never happy till chey 
bedead ; therefore we mourn for our own private reſpe:rake 
heed then,that in chewi rg your affetion in mourning for your 
daughrer, ye be not, our of ſelf-affetion, mourning for your 
ſelf. Contider what the Lord is doing in it » your daughter is 
plucked out of the fire, & the reſteth from her labours, & your 
Lord in that is tiying youyScaſting you io the fire:Goe through 
all fires ro your reſt; & now remember, that the eye fGoſts 
upon the burning buch&not conſumed ;&he is gladly cootenty 
char ſuch a weak woman as ye,should ſendSaran aways fruſtrate 
ol bis defiga; Now hocour God, & shame the firong m_g 
i00, 
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hon, when ye Tem weakeſt: Should ſuch an one as yefxint,jio che 
day of advertiry / Call to minde the dayes of old : the Lord yer 
liveth; truſt is bimy alchough be should lay you : faith is ex= 
ceeding charitable y & beleeverb no evil of God. Now is the 
Lord laying io the one (cale of the ballance, your making con- 
ſcience of ſubmiſſion to his gracious will ; & in the other, your 
affeftion & love ro your daughter, which of therwo will ye 
then chuſe to (atisfict Bc wiſe then &as | rruſt ye love Chriſt ber- 
cer then a ſinſull woman, paſs by your daughter, &kiſs rheLord®s 
rod. Men do: lop the branches off their trees round about » to 
che end,thry may eo high & tall: The Lord hath this way 
lopped your branchiin taking from you many children , rothe 
end,ye should grow upward, like one of the Lord's cedars; fert« 
ing your heart above, where Chriſt is ar the right hand of the 
father: what is next, but that your Lord cut down the ſtock,after 
he hath curted che branches? Prepare your (elf, yeare nearer 
your daughter this day, then ye were velurday, while ye prodts 
ply ſpend time,ie mourning for her,ye are ſpecdily poſting after 
i; Run your race with patience: let God have his own,&ask of 
himy in ſtead of your daughter, which he hath cake ſrom you , 
the dawghter of faith, which is Patience » & in patience poles 
your ſoul. Lift up yoar head: ye doe not know , how near your 
redemption doeth d:aw. T bus recommending you tothe Lord, 
who is able to eſtablisb you; I reſt, 
Anweth. April. 23, Your loving & affeAionat friend 
1628: inthe Lord Feſws. S.K. 
To the eleft & noble Lady, my Lady Kenmure. 
M 4A D A M. 
Coolpnns your La: with grace & mercy from God cur father, 
& from our Lord leſus Chriſt , 1 was ſorry ar my departure » 
leaviog your £4 io grief, & would ill be grieved atic, if 
-were not aſſured, that ye have one with you in the furnace, whoſe 
vilage is hike untothe Son of God: I am glad, that ye have beca 
acquaiored from your youth with the wreſtlings of God, & that 
Jy get ſcarce liberty to ſwallow down your ſpirtle, being caſten 
19m furnace to furnace, knowing if ye were nor dear co God, x 


if your health did nct require ſo much of him , he —— 
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ſpend ſo mach Phyfickupon you. Allche brethren & fiſters of 
Chriſt muſt be cooformto his image & copy, in ſuffering, Rom, 
$, And ſome doe more vively reſemble the copy » then others, 
Thiok, Madam » that it is a part of your glory to be enrolled 
among thoſe , whom one of the Elders z Rev. 7, 14. pointerh 
eut to Fobn , thoſe are they which came out of great tribulation, 
C& bave waibed their robes Tf madcthem white in the tood of 
8't Lamb. Behold your {orcruncr goiag out af the world,a!llio a 
lake of blood , & it is not ill ro dic as be did: Fulfill with joy the 
remnant of the #rounds& remainders of the aftliftiont of Chriſt , 
in your body. Ye haveloſta childe: Nay: She is oorloſt io 
os, who is found to Chriſt: «he is not (cat away, but onely (ene 
bore , like untoa ſtar, which going out of our fight Joah not 
dic & eyanith, but sbincth in another hemiſphere: y* ſee her not, 
yet she docth shine in avother countrey. If her glaſs was but a 
zhort hour , what she wantcrth of rime, that «he Path gotten of 
tcrairy:& ye have to rejoyce, that ye have now _—_— 
7 ia hcaveo : Build your ocſt upon no tree here; for ye (ce 
God hath (old the foreſt rodearh , and every trecywhereupon 
we would reſt, is ready to be cut down; totbe end we may fice 
& mount up , & baild upon the reck , & dwell is the boles of 
the rock. What ye love betides Jeſus your busbandyis an adulter- 
ous lover: Now it is God's ſpecial blefling to Fudab , that be 
will got let her find: ber paths in following ber ſtrange lovers. 
Hoſ. 2, 6. There/ore behold, 1 will hedge up ber way with therns, 
& make a wa!'l, that tbe shall not find, ber paths, v. 7. And 
»be :ball follow aſter ber lovers but she thall not overtake them. 
O thrice happy Judah, when Ged bailderh a double ftone- wall 
berwixt her & the fire of hell | The Horld & the things of the 
World, Madan, is the lover ye naturally afﬀfeft , bebide your 
own butband, Chriſt : The hedge of thorns & the wall, which 
Ged buildeth in your way» to hinder you from this lover is the 
thorny hedge of dayly grict. loſs of children, weakneſs of body, 
iniquiry of the time, uocertainty of cſtate; lack of worldy com- 
fort, ſear of God's anger for ccrmennal of fins : What loſe 
ye. if God rwift & plet the hedge daily thicker? God be bleſſed, 
the Lord will not let you ade your paths; Kerura to your firſt 
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basband ; Doe oo weary, neither think that Death walkech 
towards you with a low pace,ye muſt be riper ere ye be shaken ; 
your dayes are go longer thes Job's , that were jwiſter then & 
pol, & paſſed away ai the thips of drſire » & as the Exple thas 
baſlerh for the preys lob. 9:25 ,76, Theres leſs ard io your glaſs 
rows, theo there was yeſteroight: rhis (pan-Icngth of ever-poſt- 
ing time will ſoon be ended; Bur the greater 1s the mercy of 
God, the mor years ye get to adviſe, upon what terns, & v 
vhat conditions, YE calt your ſoul 16 the buge gulf of DEVEers 
ending Ecernity; 1hbe Lord hath cold you; what ye shculd be 
doing, till be come, air Of bafley (faith Pater \jor the coming 
#{ cur Lord: All is right that is herein re (pet of ignorance&date 
ly coluing troublcs, one alwaycs gaking way to auother, ax the 
niveb wave of the ſea tothe rowh; therefore tigh & long for the 
dv ning of that morniog1$ the breakiog of that day of the com< 
| 4 of theSon of F,% hen the shadowes hall ec avay.Periwa- 
de your (cif, the Ling i; comtag; read his letter ſent before bimy 
RevgÞ tl), Bebeld,1 come cuickly:;: Wait with the wearied niche 
watch for the breaking of the caſtern «Kkics & think that ye = 
not a 1407709; As the wile Father (aid, who,beiog invited againRt 
to morrow to dine with his friends,anfwered. T hoſe many daves 
[ have bad no merrow 4t all, lam loth to weary you: Shew your 
ſelf a Chriſtian, by fuftrring withour murmuring , for which fig 
fourrcen thouſand & ſevre hundred were Quin, Namnb. 16. 49. 
In patience polleſs y our ſoul: they l ole nothing who gajnChriſt, 
Thus remerabring my brother's & my ©1/c'; humble ſervice to 
your La: Icommend yes tothe mercy & grace of our Lord 
lefus, aſlaring you, that your day is coming » & that God's 
mercy is abiding you, The Lord lefus be with your fpirir, 


Anwoth+ Jan. 15. Your in the Lord leſws at all dutifull 
1619. obedience, $, K. 
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To my Lady 
K E NMUR E 
MAD AM. 


Alating you in Icſus Chrift, tro my grief muſt bid you (it 
may be) for ever farewell in paper , — {mall afſurance 
evcr ts ſee your face again, till the laſt general Aſſembly, where 
the whole church aniverſalshall meer: Yetpromibog, by his 
raceyto preſent your L a:& your burdens _—_—_ is able to 
_ you;& give you an inheritance with the ſaints, after a more 
ſpecial manner, then ever I have done before. Ye aregoing to 2 
countrey)s where the Sun of rightcoulneſs 1n the Goſpel shancth 
not ſo clearly, as in this Kingd&m; bur if ye would know where 
hey whom your ſoul loverh,doeth reſt, & where he ferderh at the 
noon-ride of the day z where ever ye be , get you forth by the 
footſteps of the flock, & feed your (cl? belfide the shepberds renes. 
Cant. 1 7. that is , ask for fome of the warchmen of the Lord's 
city, whe wil: tcl] you truly,& will nor lye, where ye $ball finde 
him whom your foul loverh, I truſt ye are ſo betroth-d in mar. 
riage to the true Chriſt , thar yo will aor give your love ro any 
falſe Chriſt : Ye know nor how foon your marriage day will 
come; nay is nor Erernity hard upon you? Ir wtrerime then, 
that ye had your wedding garment 1nteadiveſs: be not fleepiog 
at your Lord's coming: I pray God , ye may be upon your ferr 
ſanding, when he knocketh. Be nor diſcouraged ro goe from 
this countrey to apother part of the Lore's earth, the carth x by 
& the ſulneſs thereof, Pſal. 14:1. This is the Lord slower houſe, 
while we are lodged hereywe have no alſvranceto licever in one 
chamber,bur muſt be Evntevt ro remove from one corner of our 
Lord's perher-houſe ro another, reſtivg in hope, that, when we 
come up to the Lord's upper city » 1cr/alom that is above, we 
$hall remove vo mere;becauſe then wehall be at bome, Andgoe 
whereloever ye will,if your Lo1d goc with you, ye are at home: 
& your lodging is ever taken before night , ſo long as be,whois 
Iſrael"; dwelling houſe,zs your home. P/al 90; 1. Belceve me, 
Adadam » may munde is , that ye are well lodged, & that in your 
bouſc 
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bouſe there ave fair eaſe- rooms & pleaſant lights, if ye can in faiche 
lezn down your head upon the breaſt of Jelus Chriſt;&till,rhis be, 
ye shall never ger a ſound Nlerp 5 Jeſus , Jelus be your thadow 
& your coxcring : It is a ſweer ſoul fcep ro lie in the arms of 
Chriſt, for his brearh is very 1w:er- Pray for poor friendicls Zion; 
Alas! No ihan will peik for her now, 'altrough at homein her 
ov0 countrey She hath good friends, ber husband Chrift, & his 
fucher, ber father in law: Beſcech your burband to be a friend ro 
Zion;% pray for her. I bave received many& divers darber& hea- 
vy ſtrokes, fince the Lord calied me to the Miniſtery ;bur indeeT 
I cſteem your departure from us amongſt the weighrieſt : bur [ 
perceives God will have us ro be deprived of whatſoever we ido- 
lze, that be may have his own room, I ſee exceeding (aall fruir 
of my Miniſtery,& would be glad to know of one ſoul;ts be my 
crown & r<joycing inthe day of Chriſt. Though I ſpend my 
freagth in vain, yer my labour is with my God , Iſa. 4: 4.1 
wich & pray, that gye Lord would harden my face againſt all, & 
make me to learn to goe with my face againſt a ſtorm. Again 1 
commend you, body & fpiritzto him , who hath loved us, & 
washed us from our fin, in his own blood. Grace , grace, grace 
for ever be with you. Pray, pray continually, 

Anwoth. Sept, 14- Your La: at all dutifull obo. 
1619, dience in Chriſt, $S.R. 


7 JOHN KENNEDY, 


My loving & mo? «ff. Aronat brother in Chriſt, 

Salate you with grace mercy & peace,fromGod our father, ® 

from our Lord leſus Chifſt, I promiſed to write to you, & al- 
though late enough, yer now | make it good. heard with grief, 
of your great danger of perishing by the (ea, but of your merci- 
full deliverance with joy. Sure I amy BrothersSatan will l-ave no 
ſtoacunrolied (as theproverb is) to roll you off yourrack, 
or, at leaſt, roshake & yaſcertle you ; For at that ſametime , rhe 
mouths of wicked men were opened in bard ſpeeches againſt you, 
by land ; & che Prince of the power of the air was angry with 
you 


*, 
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you by ſea: Secthen how much ye are obliged ro that malitious 
murderer , who would beat you with rwo rods at onetime: but 
bleſſed be God, his arm is short: Iftheſea & winds would have 

ed bim, ye had never come ro land; Thank your God, who 
Gich Rev» 1: 01-1 bave the keys of bell and of death, Deut, 32, 
39. 1 hill and I make alive, 3 Sam. 2: 6. The Lord bring. 
eb down to the grave and bringath up. If Satan were jaylour, 
and had the keys of Death & of the Grave, they should be ſtored 
with moe priſoncrs. Ye were knockiug at theſe black gates , & 

» found the doors shut ; and wedoe all welcome you back a. 
gain: [rruſt, ye know it is got for nothing , that ye are ſent to 
us again ; The Lord knew , ye had forgotten ſomerhing that 
was nec:[ary for your journey; that your armour was not as 

et thick enough » avainſt the ſtroke of death. Now io the 
firength of Jcſus , diſpatch your butnels: thar debt is nor 
forgiven » but ſriſted: Death hath not bidden you farewell, 
but hath onely Icft you for a short ſeaſon : Qod your journey, 
ercthe night come upon you , havecall 1 rcadine(s againſt the 
time, that ye muſt (ailthrough that black & imperuous For- 
dan , & Iefus , Iclus, who knowerth both theſe depths, and the 
rock's and all the coaſts , be your Pilot: The Lat tide will 
not wait for you oe moment : if ye torger any thing , when 

our (ca is full, & your ſootin thar ship , there 1s: no returoing 
again to ferch it, Whar ye dot amils inyour life to day, ye 
may amend it tO MOTIOW ; for as many ſuns as God maketh to 
ariſe upon You » ye have as many new lives: butyecandicbut 
once ; and it ye mar or {pil that butiuefs,ye cannot come back tg 
mend that piece of work again: No man fiancth twice ig 
dyingill: As we dic bur once, to we dic but ill or wcll 
once, Ye ſee now the number ©! your monerhs 1s written ig 
God% book, and as one of the Lord's hireliags » yemuſt 
work till the sbadow ofthe evening come upon you, andye 
shall run out your plaſ evento the laſt pickle of (and : ful» 
fill your courle wit joy;for wertakc nothing ro the grave with 
vs» buta good orevil conſcience. Ard —_ rhe skie 
clear after this ſtorm » yetclouds viil engender another, 
Ye contrattcd with Chriſt, 1 hope , whey firſt ye 
began 
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began to fellow him , that ye would bear his croſs; fulfill your 
part of the Contract with patiencey & beak nor to Jeſus Chriſt 2 
Be honeſt » Brother, in your bargaiviog with bim: for whe 
knowerth better how to bring upchildren then our God? For (r@ 
lay alide his koowledge, of the which there is no ſearching our 
he hath been praftiſed in bringing up his heirs theſe 5090 years, 
& his bairns areall well broughe up» & many of them arc ho« 
neſt men now at home , upio their own boule in heaven & ars 
entred heires rotheir father's inheritance, Now the form of his 
bringiog up was by chaftiſemeors, ſcourging, correfting, nur« 
turiog: See if he makerh exception of any of his bairns, Rev. 3. 
19. Heb. £247 8. No: Hiscldeſt Son & his heir, Jeſus, is nec 
excepted. Heb. 2. 10. Sufter we muſt; ere we were born God 
decreed it;& ic is eaſier tocomplain of his decreether to change 
it. Ir is true , terrors of conſcience caſt us down z & yet ao 
out terrors of conſcience we cannot be raiſed up again : fears & 
doubrings sbake us ; & yer without fears & doubrtings we would 
ſoon lcep » and loſe our grips of Chiiſt; rnbulationand rene 
tations will almoſt looſe us at the root 3 & yer without tribula- 
cions and temptations we can new:no more grow, then herbs or 
corn without rain, Sin and Satan and the World will ſay , & 
cry in our car,thar we have a hard reckoning to makein Judge« 
ment; and yer none of theſerhree , except they lye, dare 
ay in our face , that our fin can changerhe Tenour of the new 
Covenant. Forward then, dear Brother, & loſe not your grips2- 
hold faſt the Truth, forthe world ſell not anedratm weight of 
God's truth , eſpecially now when moſt men meaſure Truth by 
time, like young ſea-men fertiog their Compaſs by a cloud: Fer 
now Time is father & mother to Truth, io the thoughts & prac» 
rices of our evil Time. The God of Truth eſtablish us ; for Alas 
Now there arenone to comfert the priſoners of hape , & the 
mournersin Zien : We can doelirtle except pray & moentn for 
toſephin the ſfiocks: And lettbeir rongue cleave tothe roof af 
their mouth , who forger Leruſalem now in ber day : Andihe 
Lord remember Edom, & reader to him as be hath done ro us. 
NowBretber, I will not weary you,byt I intreat yau remembers 
my deateſt loye wo Mr David Dick ſon, with whoml have (mall ac- 
Ee guaiagtanen 
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quaintanee 2 yet | bleſs the Lord , I know , he both prayer 
& doerh for our dying Kirk. Remember my deareſt love ro 
Lobu Stuart z whom 1 love in Chriſt , & sbow him from me, 1 
doe alwayes remember bim » & bope for 2 meeting: The Lord 

eftablisb bim more & moce. though he be already a ſtrong 
manin Chiiſt, Remember my hearticſt afteftion in Chriſt to 
William Rodger , whom [alſo remember to God : I wish the 


firſt newes I hear of him, & you , & allthar love our common 


Saviour in thoſe bounds , may be, that ye are (© knir & linked 


& kindly faſtened in love with the Son of God y thar emay 
ſay:now, if we would never ſo fain eſcape out of Chrift*s vr, 


ye love hath ſo bound us, that we cannot get our bands free a . 


4in, be bath ſo ravirbed our hearts , thas there is mo loofing of 
E: grips, the chains of his ſoul-ravishing beve are ſo ſtrong, that 
the Grave nor Death will net break them.,.t hope Brother, yea 1 
doubt not of it , but ye lay me, & my firſt entry to the Lord's 
viueyard, & my fockybefore him, who hath pur mac ig his work; 
as the Lord knowetb, fincefirſt 1 (aw you, I have been mindfull 
of you. Marion Macknanugbt docth remember moſt heartily her 
love to you, & ro Fobn $tuert:Bleflcd be the Lords thazin God's 
mercy | found in this countrey ſuch a womas, to whom Jc{us 
is dearer then her ewn heart , when there be ſo many that caſt 
Chriſt over their shoulder,Good Brother, call ro minde the me< 
mory of your worthy farherznow aſlcep inChrift;% a5 his cuſtom 
was, pray coninually,8& wreſtle for the life of a dying breathlcſ 
Kick : Anddrfire John Stuart not to forget peor Zorn , be hath 
few fricnds, & few to fpeak one good word torher. Now I com. 
mend yous your whole ſoul & body & fpiritzto Jeſus Chriſt ang 
his keeping » hoping ye will dic & live» ſtand and fall, with 
phe cauſe of our Maſtcr » Itcfus : The Lord Icfas himGlf be with 
your ſpirit. 


.Anwoth. Feb.2, . Your loving Brethey in our Loyd 
1637. leſms, S. R. 


To 
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To my Lady 
S600 0 «4 
M A D A M- 

Have longed exceediogly to hear of your life & health , and 
| bon in the grace of God. Tlacked the opportunity of a 
bearer » in ref | didoor underſtand of rhe haſty departure of 
the laſt, by ha | might have ſaluted your L4: & therefore I 
could not write before this time. 1 intrear you , Madam , let 
me bave twolines from you,concerning your preſent conditions 
] know,ye are in grief & heavineſs, & it it were not fo, ye might. 
be afraied, becauſe rhen yoor way thould not beſo like the way, 
that our Lord ſaith, leadeth ro the new Feruſalem : Sure 1 am, 
ifye knew what were before you, or if ye ſaw but ſame glanees 
fs , ye would with gladneſs ſwim throu h the preſent flogds 
of ſorrow, (preading forth your arms onr of defire to be at land; 
If God have given you the earneſt of the Spirit, as part of pay.« 
ment of God's principal fumme, ye have to rejoyce, for our 
Lord will cot loſc his carneſt neirher will he goe back or repcng 
him of the bargaio, Ifye finde ar ſome time a longing ro lee 
God, joy in the aſſurance of that fight (howbeit that feaſt be 
but like the Paſſeoter , that cometh about onely oncea year) 
peace of con ſciences liberty of prayer; the doors of God's tres. 
lure caſten up to the ſoul, & a clear fight of himſelf looking our, 
& laying with a ſmiling countenance, Welcome to me » afflite 
ed ſoul ; this is the earneſt that he giveth ſomerimes » & which 
maketh glad the heart , & is an evidencethat the bargaia will 
hold ; But tothe end ye may get this caroeſt , it were good ts 
come ofr in terms of ſpeech with God, both in prayer & hearin 
of the word; For this is the houſe of wine, where ye meet vice 
your Welbeloved, here itis where he kifſerh you with the kifles 
of his mouth, & where ye feel the ſmell of his garments, & they 
have indeed a melt fragrant and glorious ſmell: Y c muſt, I fay , 
wait upon him , and be often communing with him + whoſe 
lips are as lilies, dropping ſweet ſmell1og aryrihe,& by the moy- 
iog thereof he will al wage your grief: tor theChriſtzthat ſaverh 
you» isa ſpeakipg Chriſt, the Church knowerh himy Cans. 2. 
Ee 2 br 
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By his voice, & can diſcern his tongue amoogſt a thouſand; I 
this rothe end , ye should not Joye thoſe dumb masks of 
Amicbriftian Ceremonies, that the Church, where ye are fora 
time, hath caſten over the Chriſt, whom your ſoul loyerh: This 
is to ſer before you a dumb Chriſt. Bur when our Lord cometh, 
he (peakerh roche heart in rhe fimplicity ofthe Goſpel, I have 
neither rongue nor gen , ro expreſs to you the happineſs of ſuch 
av arg in Chiiſt ; When ye have (old all that ye have,& bought 
the ficld whercio this pearl is » ye will think it no bad marker , 
fot if ye be io him all his is yours, & ye are in him, therefore 
becauſe helivahb , ye shall live alſo, lob. 14.19, And what 
is that clſc , Bur as if che Son had ſaid, I will not have heaven,exe 
cept my redeemed ones be with me;they & 1 cannot live aſundey, 
Abide in me © lin you, lob: IG. 5. O ſweet communion 
when Chriſt & we are through other, & are no longer two! Fa» 
ther » I will chat thoſe whom thou baſt gizen me yz be with me 
gwhbere I am, to behold my glory that thou baſt given me:Tob. 15, 
24. Amen ;dear leſus. let it be according to that word. 1 wonder 
that ever your heart should be caſten down , if ye belceve this 
truch i & they are not worthy of Jeſus Chriſt , who will oor 
ſuffer forry years trouble for bim , fince they have (ſuch glori- 
ous promiſes; Bur we fools belecve thoſe promiſes, as the man 
that read Plato's writings, concerning the immortality of the 
foul , ſo long as the book was in his hand, he belceved all was 
true, & that the Soul could nor dies bur fo foon as he laid by 
the book , preſently he began reimagine, that the Soul is bur a 
ſmoke or airy vapour , that perisherh with the expiring ofthe 
breath : So we at ſtarts doe aſent to the ſweet & precious pro- 
miſcs , but laying alide God's book , we begin to call all'in 
queſtion : Ir is fairh indeed to beleeve without a pledge , & 
to hold the bcart conſtant at this work, & when we doubr, to 
run to the Law & co the Teſtimony, & ſtay there: Madan y 
hold you here , here is your father's Teſtament, readiry init 
he hath left ro you Remiſſion of ſms ep life everlaſting. 1fall 
that ye bavc here becroſſes & troubles, down-caſtings, frequent 
deſcrrions, & departureof the Lord, who is ſuiting you in mar- 
riage courage ; be who is woocr and ſuiter should not be an 
housbuld 
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houshold- man with you, till pe and He comeup to his father's 
houſe rogether : He purpolerh to doe you good ar your latter 
end. Deut. 8; 16. & to give youreſt from the dayes ofadycr- 
fity » Pſal. 94: 13+ 1t is good to bear the yoke of God in your 
youth , Lam. 3: 27+ Turnin toyourſtrong hold as a priſoner 
of bope, Zech. 9g: 12. For the viſion 15 for an appomeed time bus 
at the end it shall ſpeak, & not lye; thoug)) it tarry , wait for ity 
becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not rarry, Hab. 2: 3. Hear 
hicalolf ayiog , 1/a- 26: 20. Come my people (rejoyce, be cal« 
leth on you) enter thou into thy chambers , & but thy doors. 
about thee, bide thy ſelf, as it were ſor alittle moment; till the in 
dipnation be paſt Beleeve then, btleeve & be ſaved: thick nor 
hard, if ye get not your will, nor your —_— in this life; God 
will hayc you to rejoyce in nothing bur himſelf, God focbi# 
that ye should rejoyce in any thing , bution the croſs of Chriſt, 
Gal.4: 16. Our Church , Madamy is decaying » he is like 
Epbraim's cake z & gray hairs are bere & there upon her, & be 
knoweth it not » Ho/. 7: G. Sheis old & gray haired 4 near the 
grave, & no man rakerh it ro heart : her wineis fowre & is 
corrupted. Now if Phinehas wife did live , she might travel ing 
birch & die, to ſcethe Ark of Godrtaken , & the glory departings 
from our 1/74el : The power and life of Religion is away: Hoe 
be to us , for the day goeth away » for the thadows of the rye! 
ing are ſtretched out, ler. 6: 4. Madam, Zion isthe thip where= 
in ye are carried ro Canaan » ifsbe ſufter shipwrack , ye will 
be caſten over. board, upon death & life , ro ſwim to [and upom 
broken boards : It were rime for us, by prayer to put upon our 
Maſter-pilor Leſs, & to ery, Maſter ſave us , we perich. Grace, 
grace be with you, We would thigk ir a blefng to our Kirk rg. 
{ce you here 3 bur our fins withold good things from us. The 
great Meſſenger of the coycnant preſerve you in body & ſpirigg 


Anwoth. Feb. 1. Yours inthe Lord, $,K 
1630. 


Fe z 
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To my Lady 
K E.' NN MUR E 
M AD AM. 


Race mercy & peace be multiplied upon you: I received 
your La:lertery inthe which ] perccave, your caſcin this 
world (mcllcth of a fellowship & communion with the Son of 
God, io his ſufferings: Ye cannot, ye muſt uot have a more plea. 
ſant or more cafic condition here, then he had, who thraugh of= 
fliRions was made perfet, Heb. 2: 10, We may indeed think , 
Cannot God briog vs to heaven with caſe & proſperiry? Who 
doubreth but he can? Bur his iofinice wiſdom thinkerh , & de- 
crecth the contrary, & we cannot (ce a reaſon of it, yer he hath 
a moſt juſt reaſon, We never with ourcycs ſaw our own ſoul , 
= we have afoul ; we ſee many rivers, but we know nor their 
N ſpriog & origioal fountain, yet they bave a beginning. Ma- 
dam,when ye are come to the other fide of the water, & haveſct 
down your foot on the sbore of glorious Eternity, & look back 
ain cothe waters, & to your wearilom journey » & 5hallſcein 
be clear glaſs of endleſs glory, nearer to the bottom of God's 
wiſdom; yerhall rhen be torced to ſay, If God bad done other- 
#iſe with me then be hath done , 1 had never come to the enjoy. 
tng of thiccrown of glory. le is your part now tobeleeve, & (uf. 
Fer ,& bope,& wait on:for I proteſt in the preſence of that all.diſe 
ecraing cyc, who knowerh what I write, & what I chink, that] 
would not want the (weer experievce of the conſolations of 
God, for all the birrerneſs of aBichion: nay, whetber God come 
w his children wich a rod or acrown, if be come himſelf with it, 
« is dl: Welcome, welgome Jeſus; what way ſorver thou come) 
i we cen get a ſight of thee, &ſure Tam, it is berter to be fick, 
pr onidjag Cheiſt come to the bed-fide, & draw by the curtains, 
& lay, Courage, | am thy ſalvation, then to enjoy health, being 
luſtic & ſtrong , & never to be vifited of God. Forthy & dear 
L ady, in the firength of Chriſt, fight & overcome; Yeare now 
your Jonr, but ye zay bare, for the ſcrkiogy theee alwayesin 
| RE you 
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your company the Father, Son, & Holy Spiris: Iruft they are 
near you. Yeare now deprived of the c t ofa lively Minift. 
ery , ſo was Iſracl in their captivity; yet bear God's promiſe to 
them. Exek, t 1:16. Therefore ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Ale 
thoughl have caſt them far off among the heathen, & although I 
bave ſcattered +hem among the countreys,yea willl be t0 them a 
liuleSanAluaryin the countreys where they ſhall come: Behold a 
SaoRtuary, for a Sanuary, God bim(clf in theplace & room of 
the Temple of Ieruſalem I rruft in God , carrying this Temgle 
about with yougye $hall ſee Tehovab's beauty in bis hoaſc. We ave 
in great fears of a great & fearfull trial ro come upon the Kirk of 
God; For theſe, who would build their hoults & neſts uponthe 
aches of mourning lerwſalens , have drawn our King upon hard 
& dangerous concluſions, againſt ſuch, as are termed Puritatss 
for the rooting of th:m our. Our Prelats (the Lord take the keyes 
of b1s kouſe from theſe baſtard-porters) aſſure us, that for ſuch as 
will not conform, there is nothing bur Impriſoament & —_ 
vation. The Spouſe of Jeſus will ever be in the fire, bur I rruſt in 
my God, the$hall not conſume; becauſe of the goodwill of him 
whodwellerh in the bush , for he dwelleth in it with good will, 
Allfort ofcrying fins without comtrolment abound in ourLand, 
the glory efthe Lord is departing from Iſrael » & the Lotd is 
looking back over his shoulder, to ſee if any will ſay, Lord tar- 
rys & no man requeſteth him to ſtay. Corrupt & talſe doftrine 
is openly preached by the Idol-ghepherds of the Land- For my 
ſclf, I have daily gricfs,through the diſobedience unto, & con- 
tempt of the word of God. 1 was ſummoned before the Hi 
Commiſſion by a profligate perſon in this Patish y convifted of 
inceſt : in the buſineſs , My Alexander Colvill (for ref 
your Ls: )was my great friend, & wrote a moſt letter to 
me:The Lord give bim mercy in that day. Upon the day of mp 
compearance , the ſea & winds refuſed togive eto 
Bichop of St Andrews.I intrext your Latthank Mr Alrxandey 
Colvillwith'two ling of aletter. My wife nowafcer diſcals 
& torment, for the ſpace of a year&amoneth,is _— this lifer 
rheLord hath doneir,blefſed be his name. 1 bave been diſcaſed of 
a fever rertian- for the ſpace of thirteen weeks, $ams yet in chan 
"# 2s-- "ns Ec4 ck « 
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fickneſs, ſothar I preach but once on the fabbarh with greac 
difficulty: I am not able cither to vifizeor examine the Cone 
gregation. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


«Anwoth. 16, June, Your L 4: at all obedi- 
1630, ences, S. R. 
To my Lady 
+ 6 0 M U R E, 
M AD A M. 


Aving ſaluted you in the Lord Jeſus, thought it my dury, 
ving the occaſion 6f this bearer,to write again anto your 


Ls': though I haveſno new purpoſe , bug what I wrote of be- 
fore: Y ct ye cannot be too often awakned ro go forward towards 
your city , fince your way is long and (for any thing ye know ) 

our day is short ; & your Lord requireth of you, as ye advance 
un years » & ſtcal forward inſcnſibly rowards eternity) that your 
faith may grow and ripen for the Lords harveſt ; for the grear 
husbandeman nu a ſeaſon to his frairs,thatchey may come tg 
enaturcitie ; & having gorteen their fill of the tree, they may then 
be shaken & gathered»in for his uſe z whereas the wicked ror 
uponthe tree , &their branch shgll not be green, Fob, 15. 325 
. He thall chake off his unripe grapes as the vine , and shall 
c aft off bis flower as the olive. tis God's mercy to you, Ma- 
dam , that hegiveth you your fill, even to yang » ofthis 
birter world , that ye may williagly leayc ir , and like a full & 
ſatisfied banquerter , long for the ay - of the table; and at 
Liſt havingerampled under your feer » all rhe rotten pleaſures, 
chat are under Sun & Moon; and having rejoyced as though ye 
rejoyced nor, and having bought as though ye polleſſed not » 1 
Cor. 7-30- Ye may, like an old craue ship , arrive at your 


Lord's harbour, and be made welcome , as one oftboſe, who 
.haycever had one foot looſe from thiscarth , looging for that 
place » where your ſoul sþall feaſt and banquet for ever & ever » 
"Ms * . - * ppon 
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upon « glorious ſight of the incomprehenfible Trinity, & whete 

eshall ſce the fair face of the man Chrift ; even the beaurifull 
bh , that was once,for your cauſe, more marred then any of the 
viſages ofthe ſons of men. Iſa. 5» 14-And was all covered with 
ſpiting & blood: Be content ro wade throughthe waters berwixr 
you & gory with Him, holding his hand faſt ; for he knowerh 
all the toords: Howbeir ye may be duckt, yer yecannot drown, 
being, in his company: & ye may allche way to glory,ſce the way 
bedewed with his blood, who 15 the fore-ranner: be not afraid 
therefore , when yecomeeven to the black & (welling river of 


"dearth y to put in your foor & wade after him ; the curreor how 


ſtrong ſoever cannot carry you downthe waterto Hell: cheSon 
of God, his death & reſurreion are fepping: ſtones & a ſtay ro 
you:ſer down your feet by faith upon thele ſtones, & goe through 
avon dry land : If ye knew what heis preparing for you, ye 
would betoo glad;he will not(it may be )give you a full-draughe 
till ye come up tothe well-head, & driok, yea drink abundantly 
of the pure river of the water of Life, that proceedeth our from 
the Throne of God and from thc Lamb- Rev. 22: 1. Madam » 
tire notyweary noty I dare finde youthe Son of God caution,when 
ye are got upthither, & havecaſten your eyesto view the golden 
city , & the fair & never-withering tree of Life , that bearerh 
rwelye manner of fruits every moneth , ye shall rhen lay , four 
and rwenty hours abode in that place is worth rhrecſcore & ten 
years (orrow uponearth, If ye can bur ſay, yelong carneſtlyto - 
be carried up thither (as I hope,you cannot for ghame deny him 
the hanour of having wrought that defire in your foul, ) then 
hath your Lord given youan carneſt; And, Madam, doe 
ye beleeve that our Laid will loſe hisearneſt , & rue ofthe bar= 
gain » & change his miade y as if he werea man that can ly » or 
the ſon of man that can repent F Nay » heis unchangeable, and 
the ſame this ygar that he was the former year; And his Son 
Jeſus , who upen earth car and drank with publicans & finnersy 
& (pake & conferred with whores & harlots, & pur out his holy 
hand, and touched the lepers filthy skin » & came evcrmore nigh 
flaners ,cven now in glory » is yet that ſame Lord ; His bo- 
pour & his great court 1a bcayen hath not made him forger his 
poor 
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poor friends on carth; In him , honours change not man. 
ners , and he docth yer defire your company : Take him 
for the old Chiiſt, and claim till kindnes to bim , and lay » 
Obitisſo, He is net changed , but 1 am changed: Nay, it 
is a part of his utchangeable love , and an article of the 
new covenant , to keep you that ye cannot diſpone bim , nor 
ſell him: He hath not played faft and looſe with us . in 
che Covenant of Grace, ſo, that we may run from him ax 
our plcalure; His {ove hath made rhe bargain {urer then 
ſo ; for Jeſus as the cautioner is bound for us » Heb, 7: 
v.12, And it cannot ſtand with his honour , to die in the 
bwrrows , (as we uſe to ſay) tand loſe thee, whom he muſt 
render again to the father , when he zhall give up the 
Kingdom to him: Conſcar and ſay Amen to the pro- 
miſcs » and ye have ſealed That God is true , and Chriſt 
is yours : This is an caſte market : Ye but look on 
with fach; for Chriſt ſuffered alland paid all. Madan, 
fearing I be tedious to your La: I muſt Rop here, 
defiring alwayes to hear that your La: is well, andthat ye 
have til your face up the mountain. Pray for us » Madan , 
and for Zion, whereof ye area part; We expect a trial: 
Ged's Wheat in this land muſt goe through Satan's 
fieve » bur their faich chall nor fail. I am fill wreſtling 
in our Lord's woik, and have been tried and tempted 
with brethren , who look awry ro the Goſpel, Now he 
what isableto keep you untill that day y preferve your ſoul , 
+ ſpirir, & preſene you before his face with his own Bride, 


s & blamlcis. 
Anwoth. Nov. 16. Your La: to be commanded 
1631. awaves in the Lord 
Jeſus 3 S.K. 
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To my Lady 
KX E NM UR E 


M AD AM. 


Am grieved exceedingly that your La: *hould think, or 
have cauſctothink , . 64 ſuch as love you in God , in this 
couutrey » are forgerfull of you: Formy felf, Madam, LI 
owetoyour La: all evidences of my high refpe (in the lighr 
of my Lord, whoſe truth I preach » 1am bold ro fay it) for 
his rich gracein you: My Communion pur off till the cad of 
alonglom & rainny harveſt & the Presbyreriall exerciſe (asthe 
bearer can ioform your La:) hindered meroſceyou; Andfor 
my people*s ſake (finding them like bot iron, that coolerh 
being our of the fire, and that is pliabletono work) 1 doe nor 
ſtir abroad , neicher have I left them at all, fince your La> 
was in this countrey , fayear one timeonely » about tvwoyears 
agoc ; yer I darenot (ay butit is a fault » howbcit no defect, 
io — Fay puns : andicruſttomakeit up again, ſo ſoon as 
poſlibly | am able, ro wart upon you, Madam , I have no 
new page to write unto you , bur of that which I chiok , 
nay z which our Lord thinketh needfull, that one thing, Mae 
rie's good part» which ye hayechoſen z Luk, 10: 42. Maw 
dam, all that God bath , both himſclf and rhe creatures , 
he is dealing and parting amongſt the ſons of Adam: There 
are none ſo poor » as that they can ſay inhis face, He bath gi- 
ven them nothing ; Burthere is no {mall odds bet wixt the gilty 
givento lawfull bairns y and to baſtards: And the more greedy 

ye areia ſuiting , the more willing he is to give, delighrtin 
to be called open handed: I hope your La: labourett 
to ger aſſurance of the ſureſt patrimony z even God blm- 
{: e will finde in Chriſtianity, that God aimerh in all 
his dealings with his children , to bring them to a highs 
Fontewpt of , aad deadly frud with rhe world; and ro fer 
«2 
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an high _ vpon Chriſt , & tothink him one who cannot be 
bought for gold, & well. worthy the ”_ for : And forno 
other cauſe Madam, docth the Lord withdraw from you the 
childishroyes & rhe earthly delights,thar he giveth unto others; 
burthat be may have you wholly ro himſcif? Think therefore 
of the Lord, asof on: whocometh to wooe you in marriage z 

, when ye arc in the furcace : He ſerketh his anſwer of yon1n af. 
fliftion , ro (ce if ye wil ſay, cven ſo I rake bim : Madam: give 
kim chis anſwer pleaſantly , & in your minde doe not ſecretly 
grudgenor murmure: When he is ſtriking, you in love, beware 
ro Krike again : That is d1ngerous ; forthole who ſtrike again, 
Shall gerthclaſt blow : 1f hir nor upon the right firing » it is 
becauſc 1 am not acquaioted with your La: preſent condition; 
Bur I beleeve, your La: gocth on foot, laughing, & putting on 
# good countenance before the world , & yer ye carry heavineſs 
about with you : Yedoe wells Madam, notro make them wit- 
nelles of your gricf, whocannot be curers of it: Bur be exceed « 
ang Charitable of your dear Lord. As there be ſome friends world- 
ly, of whom ye will not entertain an ill theught; far more 
ought ye ro beleeve good evermore of your dear friend » thar 
lovely fair perſon, F«ſus Chriſt. The thorn is one of the moſt 
curſcd & angry & crabbed weeds , that the carth yeeldeth » and 
vet out of it {priogeth the Roſe , one of the ſweeteſt ſmelled 
flowers, moſt dchghrfull ro the eye that the earth hath; Your 
Lord $hall make joy & gladnefs out of your affitions; for all his 

roſcs bavea fragrant ſmell, Wait for the time, when his own holy 
hand shall bold them to your noſe ; & (if ye would have preſeor 

comfort under the c1oG , be much in prayer; for at that rime 
your faith kiſſcth Chriſt , & he kiflerh the foul: And O ifthe 
breach ofbis boly mouth be ſweet ! I dare be caution , out of 
ſome {mall expcricnce, that ye $hall nor be beguiled ; for rhe 
world (yea, not a few number of God's children) know nor 

well what that is , which abcy call a Godhead : Bur Madam , 
come near tothe Godbead,ard look down tothe botrom of rhe 
well, there is much in bim, & ſweet were that deatÞ to drown jn 
ſuch a well: Your grief r:k.th liberry tro work upon your 
migde z whep ye are not buficd ia the cacditarion af the ever» 
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delighting & all=bleſſed Godhead. If ye would lay the price ye 
give our ( which is bar ſome few years pain & trouble) belide the 
commodirics ye arc to receive, ye would (ce they are not worthy 
to be laid in the ballance rogether ; but it 15 Nature that mak- 
eth you look what ye give our » & weaknels of Faith that hin 
dereth you to (ce what ye$ball rake in. Amend your hope, and 
friſt your faichfull Lord a while; he maketh himſelf your debgtr 
in the new Covenant, he is honeſt, rake his word, Nabum. x. og» 
Affliction ſhall not ſpring up the ſecond time. Rev. 21.7. He 
that overcometh ſhall inherit all things. Of all things then 
which ye want in this life, Madam , ] amable to ſry nothing, 
if that be net beleeved, which ye have, Ret. 2: 7. & Rev. 335. 
the overcomer ſhall beclothed in white raiment , &c. & ver:28, 
To the overcomer I will give to fit ith me in my throne, as | 0 
vercame & am ſet down with my father in his throne, Conlider, 
Madam , if ye are not highupnow , & far ben inthe palace of 
our Lord, when ye are upon a throne in white ratment , at 
lovely Chriſt's clhow. O thrice fools are we > who, like new 
born Princes weeping in the cradle, know nor that there is a 
Kingdom beforetherm ! Then ler our Lord's ſweet hand ſquare 
us and hammer us , & ſtrike off the knots of pride , ſelt- love , 
& world. worship & infidelity » rhat he may make us ones and 
pillars in his father's houſe. Rev, 3:12. Madam y what, think 
yero take binding with the fair corner-ftone Feſus 4 The Lord 
pive you wildom to b:leeve & hope, your day is coming. [1 
ope ro be witneſs of your joy » as E have been a hearer and br= 
bolder of your grief Thiok ye much to follow the heir ofthe 
crown » who had experience of ſorrows, & was acquaiored with 
grief, I/453* It werepride to aime to be above the King's ſon: 
It is more then wedeſerve, that we are equals in glory , ina 
manncr. Now commending you tothe deareſt grace & mercy 


of God , I reſt» 


Amnwoth. Jan, 4+ Your L a: at all obedience m 
1632. Chriſt, $.R. 
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To my Lady 
KEN MUR E 
MAD A M. 


Nderſtanding 4 little after the writing of my laſt letrer,of 

the going of this bearer, | would nor omit the opportunity 
of remembring your La: ſtill —_——_— that ſtriog, which 
in ovr whole life-rime is never roo oftentouched upon , nor is 
our |cfſon well enough learned:thar there is a necefiry of advane- 
ing in the way to the Kingdom of God, of the contewpr of the 
world, of depying our (lf & —_— of out Lord's croſs; which 
is no leſs needtull for us, then daily food; & among many marks 
that we ate on this journey, & under fail at nf this is 
one, when the loveof God (o filleth our hearts , that weforger 
to love , & care too much for the having or wanting ofocha 
things ; as one eXtreme heat burneth out another, By this, M4 
dam, ye know,ye have betrothed your foulin marriage to Chriſt, 
when ye doe make bur ſmall rcckoning of all other ſuiters or 
wooers;& when ye yr in hand, but much io hope) 
live as an young heir, during the time of his nor-age& Minority, 
beiog coureot tobe as bardly bandled, & under as preciſe a rec» 
koniog , as (crvants; becauſe bis hopeis upon the inheritance; 
For this cauſe God's bairas take well with ſpoili of their goods, 
Heb. 10. 3 4. knowing in themſelves #E at they bare in heaven « 
better, & an enduring ſubſtance, That day that the earth & the 
works therein shall be burned with faresz Pet.3. 10. your hiiden 
hope & your hidden life shall appear : & therefore fince ye hare 
not now many years of your endleſs eternity, & know pot how 
ſoon theskie above your head will rive, & the Son of man will 
be ſeen in the clouds of beavenywhar better & wiſer courſe can ye 
take, rhen tothink that your one foot is here, & your other foct 
in the lite ro come, & toleave off loving, defiring, or gii:ving 
for the wants, that shall be made up, when yourLord & ye $hal 
meet, &when ye shall give io your bill;that dayof all your want 
bere? If your loſſes be not made up, ye have place rochallenge 
the Almighty, butir shall not be ſo, Ye 5ball then rejoyce with 
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Joy un/peakable do of glory, & your joy thall none take |rom 
you. Job. 16. 22. It is enough, that the Lord hath promiſed 
great things, onely ler thetime of beſtowing them be in his 0wn 
Carving : It is not for usto fer an hour-glaſs tothe creator of 
pong oh he & we differ onely in the rerme of payment: Since 
he hath promiſed paymeor & we beleeve it, it is no great mat- 
rery we will put that in his own will , as the jrank buyer, who 
tomerh ncar to what the ſcller ſeeker 4 uſerh at laſt ro refer the 
difference ro his will, & fo currterh off the courſe of muruall prig= 
ging. Madam, doe not priege with / frank=bearted & gracte 
ous Lord, about the time ofthe fulklling of your joyes : it will 
be, God hath ſaid it, bide his harveft, wait on upon his H/hit ſons 
day: His day is better then your day, he putteth nor the book in 
the corn, tillir be ripe & full-cared: The great Angel of the co 
yenazt bear you company , till therrumper vhall ſound, & che 
voice of the Archangelawaken the dead. Ye hall finde it your 
onely hippineſs, under whatever thing deſturberh & crofleth the 
peace of your minde, in this life, to love nothing for it (elf, bur 
onely God for himſclE[r is the crooked love of ſome harlors,thar 
they love bracelcrs, ear-rings, & rings berter then the lover thar 
ſeodeth them: God will nat be fo loved; for that werero behave as 
harlots, & not as the chaſte Spouſe, ro abare from our love when 
theſe things are pulled away. Our love to him should begin o@ 
earth » asit shall be in heaven q for the Bridetakerh nor by a 
thouſand degrees ſo much _ in her wedding garment y as 
he doeth in her Bridegroom; ſo we,ln the life to come, howbeir 
clothed with glory as with a robe , shall not be ſo much affec= 
ted with the glory , that | about us , as withthe Bride- 
groom's ;oyfall face & preſence, Madam, if ye can win tothis 
kere,the freld is won; & your minde, for any thing ye wane, or 
for any thing your Lord can take from youyiball ſoon be calmed 
&quicted: Ger him(clf as a pawne & keep himztill your dezr Lord 
come & looſe rhe pawne , & rue upon you, & give you all again, 
that he took from youy even a thouſand talents for one penny : 
It is not ill ro lead God willingly, who otherwiſe both will & 
may take from you againſt your will: Iris -_ to play the uſur- 
er with, &takcio , in ficad often of the hundred, an agen 
or ca 
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often 4n hundred of one, Madam , fearing to be redious to 
you, I break off here» commending youz (as I truſt to doe » 
whileT live) your perſon, wayes, burdens, & all that concerne 
ethyou, tothat Almighty , who is able ro bear you and your 
burdens : I ſhll remember you co him z who will eauſc you one 
day to laugh. Iexpedt that, what ever ye can doe by word or 
deed , for the Lord's friendlefs Aon, ye will docit: She is 
your mother , forget hee not , for the Lord inteadeth to melt 
& ery this land , & it is high time we wereall upon our freer , & 
falling about totry, whar claim we have to Chriſt; It is like the 
the Brideyroom will be raken from us, & then we shall mourn: 
Dear Feſis , remove not » «lc take us with thee' Grace, grace 
be with you for ever. 


Anwoth, t 4. lan. Your La: at all dutifull obe- 
1632. dicncey S. R, 


To my Lady 
E N M © R E. 


K 


M A ÞD A M. 


Our La: will not {1 know) weary nor offcod , though 1 
trouble you with many letters 3 the memory of whar obli. 
gations I am under to your La:is the cauſcof ir, I am poflibly 
umpertinent in what | write , becauſe of my ignorance of your 
reſent eſtate ; But for allthatis ſaid, 1 bavelearned of M. W. 
D. thatye have not changed upon , nor wearied of your ſweet 
Maſter , Chriſt , & his ſervice ; neither were it your part to 
chavge upon him , who reſteth in i: love, Yeare among ho- 
nourable company & ſuch as aftr& grandour & court. But, 
Madam , thinking upon your cftatc » I think I fee an m__ 
vident wooer coming too late to ſeek a Bride, becauſe sheis 
contracted already,& promiſed away to another;&fo the woocr's 
busking8 bravery (who cometh to you, as who bus be Jis in vain; 
the outward porpp of this bulic woocr , a beguiling world, is 


now 
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now coming in to ſuteyour ſoul roo late, Wiſh Pehave 
ed away your ſoulto Chriſt many years ag6oe,7s And | 2 
Madam , what anſwet,ye,may oow juſtly maketo the late ſay 
eter » Even this » Ye are too long of coming * my the Brids, 
it away already, & the contraft with Chr {arr yod Icon. 
not chuſe , but I muſt be honeft & {aithfull to bim; Honour e- 
ble Lady , —_— firſt love, & hold the rt match wich 
that ſoul-delighting lovely Bridegroom, our ſweet , fweer Je- 
ſus » foirer then all che children of men , the Roſe of Sharos , 
& the faireſt & lweereſt ſmelled Roſe in all bis father's gardeny 
there is none like him : I would not exchange one ſmile of his 
lovely face with Kingdoms. Madam, .let others take theiv 
ſilly feekleſs beaven in this life, envy hem. mor 3 bur let your 
ſoul » like a #arrowing & miſlearned childe, s4ke the dorts, (as we 
uſe ro ſpeak} orcaſt at all chings & diſdain chear » except oa 
onely 3 cicher Chriſt or nothing : your welbeloved,, Jclus,, 
will be content, that ye be here devorely proud, & ill ro pleaſes 
as 0nethat contemneth all basbands but himſelt: Either the 
King's ſon or no husbad at all: this &s humble and worthy 
ambiion: What harcye to doc todally with a whorish and 
foolizh world ? Your jealous hasband will not be contcne', 
that ye look by bim to another : be will be jealous indecd and 
offend , if ye kiſs another but himſelf. What weights doe bur« 
den you » Madam » 1 know not ; bur think it great mercysthay 
your Lord from your youth hath been hedging in your out= 
ſraying affeftions z that they may vor! goe a w from 
himfelt : If ye werggdis baſtard , he would not nurture you ſos 
Ifye were for the hrer» ye would be farned : But be 
tent» Fe are his whear-growing in our Lord's field > Mats. x3; 
v. 25,38. Andif whear, — under our Lord's th 
ing iaſtrument, in his barn» » & through his fieve, Amos, 9: 
v. 9. And througb bis mill co be bruiſed , as the Prince of yous 
falration , Teſusy was » Iſs, 53: 9. thatye a> found good 
bread in yout Lord's houſe. Lord Feſus , bleſs the ſpiritual 
buchandry , & ſeparate you from the chaff , that dow noe bids 
the wind. 1 am perſwaded, your glaſs is ſpending itſelf by lizcle 
& lixile , & eden ye would rcjoycrin 

yous 
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our tribulcriabsF; Think ye ic a ſorall honour to Rand before | 
the throne of God and the Lamb, & robeclethed in whire, & 
£0 be calted cothe Marriage-ſupper of rhe Lamb , & robe led 
.to rhe fountaid of living waters, & ro come to the well-bead , 
even God bimief, & ger your fill of the clear, cold , ſweer , 

warer of life, the Kiog's own well, & to put up your 
own ltand ro the cree of life, & rake down & eat theſweer. 
eſt in alt God's heavenly Paradiſe z Jeſus Chriſt, your life 
& Lord Up your heart ; shour for joy , your Kiog is 
corming to ferch you to his father's houſe. Madam, Iam in 
heaviocſs, Ged thinking it beſt for my own ſoul 
thas x6 exerciſe me, thereby (it may be) to firme to be his 
enourh to others : 1 (ce & hear zat bome & abroad, netbiog bur 
marcer of gricf & diſcour » which indeed makerh my life 
biccer : Ang1 bope in God never to get my will in chis world; 
ney upon the Church , for as many 
men in England & Scotland , as many. fake friends ro 
Chriſt , OO ro pull the crown of 
his holy lzad , & for fear that our Beloved ſtay amongſt us- (a 
if kisroom were more defirable then himſelf) men are bidding 
him goe ſcek his lodging. Madam , if ye have a part in filly 
Kriendief Aeon , (as I know ye have) ſpeak a word on ber behalf 
$0 God & man: Ifyecan doe nothing elſe , ſpeak for Jeſus, A 
shall thereby be a witdeſs againſt rhis declining age. Now 
my very ſoul, laying & leaving you oo the Lord,& defiring 
6s 7 ey I remember you} | 
ver over your body {piric & all your nbacfſicies ro the hands 
efour Lord, & remains for ever. "4 
Anwoth. Feb. 13. Your Liz: in your ſweet Lord 
1632, Feſme & mint. $, R. 


P_ To my Lady 
ol ws ns i. 3. 
"T*: an of Face oaks Laisncr wy forger 
wot writing to 4:15 not my 
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venicnt bearer; for 1 am under more then a imple obligation,to 
be kiode (in papery at leaſt) ro your La,1 bleſs our Lord through 
Chriſt , who harb brought you home again to your country, 
from thar place, where ye have (cen with your eyes: that which 
our Lord's truth raughr you before, ro wit,that worldly glory is 
nothing bur a vapour » ashadow , the foam of the water, or 
ſomething leſs & lighter » even nothing ; and that our Lord 
hath not without cauſe ſaid in his word, 1 Cor. 7. 31- The 


c 

, countenance or ſ@hien of this world paſſeth away: lo which 
n placey our Lord compareth ir to an Imagein a looking»glals 
| for it is the looking-glaſ of Adam's ſons : Some cometothe 
's laſs » & ſeein ir the picture of Honour , and buta pifture in- 
f Feed : fort:ue Honour is robe great in the fight of God : and 
fe others ſee in it the shadow of Riches, & but z shadow indeed; for 
: durable Riches ſtand as one of the maids of Wiſdom upon her 
y left hand , Prov. 3. 16. & athirdſorr ſec in it the face of patwr« 
4 ed Pleaſures , & the beholders will nor bcleeve, burthe Image 
fy they ſee in this glaſs is a living man, till che Lord come & break 
= the glaſs in pieces & remove the face , & then, like Pharaoh 
g awakened , they ſay » And behold is was adream. 1 know 
y our La: thinkcrh your ſelf little in the common ofthis world , 
if or the favourable aſpect of any of theſe three painted faces ; & 
» bleſſed be our Lord that it is ſo; the better for you: Madam they 
m are not worthy to be wooers to ſute in marriage your ſoul, thas 
2 looks to an bigher match then ro be married upon painted clay» 


Know therefore; Madamythe place, whither ourLord Jeſus com- 
eth ro wooe a Bride, it is even inthe furnace: for if ye be one of 
Afon's daughters ( which I ever pur beyond all queſtionf, fince I 
kiſthad occaſien rofee in your La:ſuch pregnant evidences of che 
grace of God) the Lard,who hath his fireia Zion, & his furnace 
in Jerwſulew , 1ſa. 51: y. is purifying you io the furnace. Aod 
therefore be contentto hive in it , aod every day tobe adding, 8 
ſowing=-to a paſmenc to your wedding garment, that ye may be 
at laſt decored & rrimmed as a Bride & Chriſt , a Bride of his 


ww 
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ownbakiog , beautified in the hidden man of the Aeart » fore 
vur Facher's houſe , fo shall the: Kjng greatly def 
your hay « Pſal. 45: 11. If your La: be act chang » (28 
ME Ffa hogy 
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bope ye are not ) -I belecyc ye eſteem your ſelf to be of thoſe, 
whom God hath rricd theſe many years & refined as filyer, Burt, 
Madam,1 will chew your L a: a privitedge that others want,&ye 
have in this caſe: Suchas arcio proſperity & are farred with 
earthly joycs » & encreaſed with children & friends, chough 
the Word of God is indeed written to fuch for their inſtrution, 
yet to you (who are in trouble) ſpare me, Madam, to fay this, 
( from whom the Lord hath taken many children , & whom be 
hath excrciſcd otherwiſe)there are ſore chapreggſorne particular 
omiſes in the Word of God made, in a molt ſpecial manner g 
which should never have been yours , fo as they now ace, if 
ye had your portion ia this life, as others: & therefore , 211 the 
comforts, promiſes & mercies , God ofteceth ro the affi:ed, 
they are as many love. letters written to you; take them co you, 
Madam , & claim your right, & be not robbed, It is 
no ſmall comfort , char God hach written ſome Scriptures to 
ou , which he hath not written to others gz ye ſeem rather in 
this to be eovied then piricd, & ye are indeed tn this, like people 
* of anorher world, & thoſertbat arcabovethe ordinary rank of 
mankinde,whem ourKing & Lord, our BridegroomJeſws,io bis 
love- letter to big welbeloyed Spouſe , bath named, befide all the 
reſt , & bath written comforts and his hearty commendatioos, 
inthe $6 of 1 ſaiab , vers 4, 5. Pſal. 147.2. 3.to you; Read 
theſe & the like , & think your God is like a friend, that ſendeth 
aJcrter to a whole bouſe & family ; bur ſpeakerh in his lerrer to 
ſome by name, that are deareſt ro him io the houſe: Ye are then, 
Madam , of the deareſt friends of the Bridegroom, If 
it were lawfull, I would envie you, that God bonoured you fo 
above many of -— dear children. Therefore , I » your 
art is, in this caſe (ſeeiong God raketh nothing » but 
Ther which he ts to apple with his own preſence) ay your 
Lord, to know his own room, & take it even upon him to come 
in , in the room ofdead children » Jehovah know thy own place 
& take it rothee, ixall ye havetoſay, Madam, Iperiwade 
ſelf , that this world is ro you an uncourth Lnness & that ye 
are like traveller, who bath his biodle upon his back, and his 
fiaff in his band , & his feer upon the deot-thraabold ; TY 
, wat 


_ . - 


. + 
Walls” 4 


'L : ® 
; Epiſt. 12: Lenters. 453 
ward , honourable & ele Lady , in the ſtrength of your Lord 
{ ler the world bide at home & keep the houſe ) with your face 
| roward him, wholongeth more for a fight of you , then ye can 
doe for him: ere it be long be will ſee us. I hope to ſee you laugh 
þ as checrfullyafter- noon, as ye have mourned before-noon; The 
band of the Lord , the hand of the Lord be withyou, io your: 
journey, What have ye todoe here* Thigh not your mountain 
of reſt; ariſe then & ſer your foorup the tain, goc up out of 
the wilderneſs leaning upon thesboulder of your Reloyed, Cans 
$, v.5. If ye knew the welcome that abideth you, when ye come 
home , ye would haſten your pace, for ye hall (ce your Lord 
pur up his own holy hand to your face, & wiyeall tears from 
your eyes 3 & I rrow, then yesball have ſome joy of heart. 
' Madam , willeth me to cnd before affetion, Remember 
the eſtate ol Zion, pray that Jeruſalem may be as Zechariah 
prephcteds Ch. 11: 3+ A burdenſom flone for all , that who4 
yer bowerh down tozoll the ſtone out of the way,may hurt & 
break the joynes of their back, & ſtrain their arms , & disjoyna 
their shoulder- blades 53 & pray. Iebowab, that the ſtone may lie 
fiill in it's own place » keep bond with the corner=ſtone, 1 
it chall be ſo, bcis a skilled Maſter-builder who laid ic. I woulds 
Madam, under great heavioeſs be refrezhed with two ligesfrom 
| our Ls: which I referto your own wildem' Madam, I would 
| m undutifull not toshew you , that great ſoliſtation is made 
by therown of Kircudbright, for to haye the uſe of my poon 
labours amongſt them : If the Lord ball call & his crys 
who am [ to refiſttbur withovr his ſeen calling, & rill the flocks 
whom I now overſee, be plantedwith onezto whom I darcin= 
rruſt Chriſts Spouſe, gold nor (ilyer nor favour of men , 1 hopes 
shall not looſe me, I leave your Ls: praying more ly 
( for grace and mercy to be with you, & mulcplied ou s 
here & hereaſter , chen my pencan expreſs, The Lord Jelasbe 
wich your ſpirir, 


the Lord » $, K 
Fri 


| | Kyrkeudbright Your La: at all obedience in 
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To my Lady 
K EN MUR E 


M A D A M. 
His falured you with grace & mercy from God our 
father, & from gy Lord Jeſus Chiilt, I long both ro ſee 
your La:& to hear it gocth with you; 1 doe remember you, 
& preſeot you & your nec: ffiticsto himy who is able to keep you 
& prelent you blamcleſs before his face with joy : & my praycr 


to our Lord, is that ye may be lick of love for bim , who died of 


Jove for you, 1 mean , your Saviour Jeſus z And O ſweet were 
thar fickneſs rg be ſoul fick for him! And a living death it were, 
to dic io the fire of the love of that ſoul-lover, Feſmws | And 
Madan , if ye loye him ye will keep his commandements; & 
this is not one of the leaſt » to lay your neck cheerfully & wil- 
lingly under the yoke of Jeſus Cheilt: For I truſt your Ls: 
id fuſt contraſt and bargaia with the Son of God , to follow 
him upon theſc terms, that by his grace ye sbould endure hard- 
hip , and ſuffer afflition as the fouldicr of Chriſt: They are 
pot worthy of Jeſus , who will aort rake a blow for their Maſe 
rex (ale. our glorious peace maker , when he came to 
_—__—_ friendship berwizt God & ns, God bruiſed bim, and 
froks im , the Gofall world alſo did beat him, and Crucifie 
ie z yet he took buffers of berth the parties : and honour ro 
—_— Jeſus , be would not ng for all -—p till 
he had made peace berwixt thepartics. wade my ſelf, your 
Ag. your Soriour's Lay comparably be 
aod lighrer ) which are called but a bruiſing of bis beet. Gen. 
z- I5 , a wound far from the heart; Your lije is bid with Chrift 
God , Col. 3. 3. And therefore ye cannot be robbed of it. 
Puec Lord handleth us, as fathers doe their young children; they 
lay up jewels it a place z above the reach of the short arm of 
bairnsellc bairns would put up their hands, & take them down, 
& loſcrhem ſoon : So hath our Lord done with eur fpiricual life, 
Jeſus Chriſt is the high coffer, in the which our Lord hath hid 
pur life, we ghildyen are wot able to reach up our arm ſo high, as 


to 


Epilt. 142 © Letrers :» 5i *1 4553 
to take CI CO ISIES ©, 
long, | leſus be Lord keeper at eurite } & are 
henthes Tame with the Apoſtle, 2 Tim.. I. Shrien, </p> 
pawne in the hand of [clus, or he is able rokeep that, which 
committed in paw ne to him, againſt that day, Then, Madawy 
fo loog.ae this iſeis nor hare » all ocher- woubles arc bur ton 
ehes in the heel: 1 cruſt ye will ſoon be ewe ec know, Madom, 
Kings have ſome ſervants in their courtgthes receive not 
wagesin their hand , bur live upon thei : TheKi 
kings alſo bath ſervants ia his court, that for thepreſenc ger little 
er nothing, bur the heavie cro(s of Chrift, troubles withoug & 
eerrours withing bur they live upon hope 3 when it cemert"ro 
che parting of the inherizance , they remain in the houſe as 
heirs: Ir is berrer tobe ſo, thento ger preſtot paymacnt , & a 
portion in this life , an inberirance in this world, { Gad forgive 
me , that 1 chould honour it with thename of an ipberitance, .is 
is rather a ſarme-room)] & then in the end to be caſten our of 
God's houſe, with this word, Ye have received your 
ye will get nomere. Alas | Whar ger © Theriob 5 2n's 
heaven. Oh bur our Lord , Lak 16, it a fillic heavan) 
He fared well (ſaich our Lord] & delicately every day; Oh ns 
more ' A fille heaven? Truly no more z #bat he was 
clothed in purple, &rhat is all, I perſwade my felf, Madam, 
ye have joy , when ye think, that your Lord barb dealt more 
| en your ſoul, Ye have gorteo little is this lifez Is 
45 true i : Yehave rhen the more to crave ; yea ye have 


all ro crave : For except ſome raftings of rhe firſt fruics, A.lome 


kiſſes ofhis mouth, whom your ſoul loverh, yeger no mare. Bur 


1 cyoner tell you what is to come 4 yer I may 25 our Load 


doerh of it. The foundation of the ciry is pure » £lear as 
Eryſtall: the rwdlye ports are fer with : IFor- 
Chards & rivers commend aſoil upon carth , there is a Paradiſe 
there, wherein growerh the eree of life » that bearerÞ gwclye 
raanner offruits every monerh , which is ſeven ſcore god fonr 
harveſts ioche year : and there is there, a pure river of water of 
« ah procncding out of the throne of God and of the z i 

city bach no nerd of rhe tight of the fan or moon or of 
Fi 4 caadles 


— 


M*Roarnts rookp's Epiſt-15. 
igbry & theLamb is the light chere« 
& bope for this, rill ye fee & enjoy; Jeſus 

«ie & ſer , & he 1s come dovn in the 
chariot of Truth, wherels be riderh rheGagh the world, i@ cone 


yuer mens ſouls, +4. & is cow 18 the world Gaying, 
FP bo will por with me. + yeport my Father will ce yor 
welcome, O& give vimbouſt-room ; for in my Farber*s beuſe art 


many dociling pl Madem, conſent ro goe with kim, Thy? 
I reſt , commendipg you to God's deareſt mercy. 

 eAnwoth Yours in the Lord 

Feſut , S. KL. 


To my Lady 
KK ENGE TTRrF'L 
MAD 4A M. 

Am afraid now, (as many others are) that at the fitting dows 
ff =. Parliament , our Lord Lcfus his Spouſe sball be rough! 
havdled : Aod it muſt be o , fince falſe & declining Scorland, 
'whom our Lord took off the dunghill and out of hell, & made 
» fair Bride to himſelf, hath broken ber faith ro ber ſwcer huſ. 
batid , & barh pur on the forchead of a whore; & therefore he 


faith he will remove; would God, wecould ſtirup eur (elves to, 


lay bold upor him, who bciog bighly prov with the hand» 
fog he hath merwith, is ready to depart, Alas» we doe not 
importune bim by prayer & ICation » tO abide amovgſt us! 
If we could but weep upon hims & in the baly c of faith, 
wreftle with him , and lay , We will not tt i goe » it may be 
thatrbeo, bc, whois caſy to be intreared, would yer , porwich 

of our high provocations » condeſgengl to ſtay, & Ted 
among the lilics , till chat fair & defirable day break , and the 
Shadows fice away. Ah ! What cauſe of mourning is there , 
When our gold is become dim, and the yidage of our Nazarites, 
ſomerimes whiter chen ſoo vw, is now become blacker then a 
coal , & Lew bouſ, once comparable to fine gold , is now 
- - and become like vefſcl:, io whom be hah oo pleaſure! 
Sdecem, thiak upon this that when our Loid, aaa oor Nay 
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handkerchicf ro wipe the face of the mourners in Ziom, hall 
cometo wipe away all rears from'their eyes, he may wipe yours 
alſo , is the paſſing » amongſt otbers. Tam confident > Ma- 
dam , that our Lord will yer build a new bouſe rohimſelt , of 
our rejected and (cartered ſtones: for our bridegroom cannot 
want a wife : Can be live a widow 7 Nay , he will embrace 
both Us he lictle young fiſter , & the elder fiſter The church 
of thealewwr ,& there will yer be a day of it: & therefore we have 
cauſe rorejoyces yea to fiog & hour for joy. The Church hath 
been , fivceche world began, ever hanging by a ſmall three d, & 
all che hands of hell & of the wicked have been drawing at the 
threed ; but God bethanked, rhry onely break their arms by 
pulliog » bur the threed is not broken , for the ſweer fingers of 
Chrift our Lord have (pun and twiſted it : Lord boid the threed 
whole. Madam » fiit up your husband , tolay hold upon the 
Covenant , & to doe good. What hath be to doe with the 
World 7 It is cot bis inheritance! Defire bim to make bome 
over » & put to his hand co lay one ſtone or —_— wall 
of God*s houle, before he goe e. I have beard alſo, Madam, 
that your childe 1s removed : But to have or want is beſt, as he 
pleaſerh, Whether she be with you, orin God's keeping , think 
ic all 0c ; nay think ic che berrer of the two by far, . of che in 
wich bim. I truſt in our Lord, thatthere is ſomerhing laid up 
keepr for you; for our kinde Lord, who hath wounded you , = 
not be {@ cruel, as not toallay the pain of yoar green wound; 8& 
therefore claim Chriſt till as your own , and own him as your 
One thing. So reſting Irecommend your Le your foul and 
ſpirit in pawne to him who keeperh his farher*epawnes , & will 
make an account of then faichfully, even to that faireſt amongſt 
the fons of men , out ſweet Lord fefur, the faireſt, thoſwerteſt, 
the moſt delicious roſe of all bis father's great field: The 
(ancliof that roſe perfurne your ſoul. 


Anwoth. April. 1, Your La: in bis ſweeteſt 
I633- Lord Feſus , S. KR. 


ffs 


458 MRuTtHanxrporD's Epilt;16, 


To my Lady 
K E NMUOUR E 


M A D A M. 

Determined & was defirous alſo to have ſeen your La; but be= 
Jon: of a pain in my arm4 could not. I know ye will not am + 
pure it to any unſurable forgerfulacs of your La: fram wþom, 
at my firſt corry ro my calling in this countrey, & Goceallo, I 

gecaved ſuch comfort in my affliction , a5 | cruſt ig God, noe 
ver to forget it , & hall labour by his grace ro recompenie it, 
the oncly way pofliblero me, & that is, by preſenting your 
foul , perſon , houſe & all your oeceflicies , 10 prayers to bimy 
{ wholc| hope ye are,&) who is able co krep you till chat day of 
app*arance , & topreſent you before bis face with joy, Iam 
conhdent your L 4:is going forward » in the began journey to 
your Lord , & farher*s bome & Kingdom 3 howbeic ye want 
no! temptations within & without ; And who among the ſaints 
hath ever raken that caſtle without ftroke of ſword } The chick 
Df the houſe » our elder brother, our Lord Teſws; not baing ex» 
ceptcd , who won hit 6 v0 boulc & home, duc to bim by burth, 
with much blood & many blowes. Your La: hath the more 
peed tolook to your felf, becauſe our Lord hath placed you 
bigher thea'the reſt , and your way to heaven licls through a 
more wildc and waſte wilderneſs, then the way of many of your 
fellow travellers, not coely through the amidſt of this wood 
of thorns The cumber ſom world, but alſo through theſe - 
ous paths, The v42in glory of it; The cooliderauon whereat 
oftco moved me to pity your ſoul, & the (oul of your eartby & 
noble butbaud. And it is moreto youto win heaven, beiag chips 
of greater barden,and in the aain (ea, then for ble vefohotbes 
are not To much in the mercy aud reverence of the Nocms | w 
cauſe they may come quietly to heir by lanching aloog 
the coaſt : For the which n_ ye to » Tiorhe midſt of 
Yuch a turnult of buſineſs, & crond of temptations» ye 5hall give 
Chriſt Jeſus his own court, & his own due place in your ſoul, t 
know & am perſwaded , that , that lovely one leſus is dearcr 
co 


XUM 
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te you, then many Kingdoms; & that ye eſteem him your wel» 
beloved, & the ſtandard- bearer among ten thouſand Cant. 51 
10. And it become: h him full well cs the place, &the board» 
brad in your foul, before all the world: 1 knew, & fav bim wich 
yourn the furnace of afiition, for there he wooed you to hime 
ſelf, & choſe you ro be his; & now be craveth ao orber hire of 
you but your Love , & that be get no cauſe to be jealous of 
you. poll wats a Dear & wortby Lady: be like ro the fresh 
river, that keeperh it's own frexb caſte, 1o the (alt ſea. This 
world is not worthy of your ſoul;Give it not a good-day when 
Chriſt comerh in competition with ic. Be like oncof another 
countrey : Home & ſtay nor; for the ſun is falles low, & nigh 
the rops of the mountains , & the shadows are ſtrerched our 19 
great length; linger not by the way : The world & fin would 
train you on; & make you warn afide; Leave oot the way for 
them, & the Lord Feſus be at the toyage! Madam) many eyes 
are you , & many would be glad, your Ls: thould fit g 
Chriſtian, & mar a good profefiour, Loyd Feſus mar their 
leſs defores; & keep the conſcience whole withouy 4 crack \ 
frbere bes hoſe in it, ſorthatir rake in water ata leck, it 
vill vich dificuley mend again. It is 2 dainty delicate crea» 
rare, and a rare prece of the workmanship of your maker ; ard 
therefore deal genaly with it » and keep it iorire , rhat amidſt 
this world's glory , your Ls: learn to carerrain Chriſt, 
and whatſorver crearure La: findeth not to ſmell ofhias, 
it may have no better relish co you, then the white of an 
Madan , it is apart of the truth of your profeſſion , = 
words 1n the exrs of your Noble bhurh and won of Etexr- 
nity » Judgement , Death , Hell, Heaven, The honourable 
Profeffien , The fneof bis Father's Houſe : He muſt reckon 
with God fortis farher*s debe : Forgerting of accounts payer 
not debe ! Nay , the incerefſt of a forgorren bond rangerh up 


'vith God, reiocereſt opon intereſt: 1 » he lookerh homo- 


EIITny but I piry him with my foal , be- 
s many temptations : Satan h upon men a bur 
then of cares above a load , bed Frei bord of meng 
fogls, when they orc wholly fer apon this world: We owe w- 


46> Mr RuTnznxroonrDs Epiſtiny. 
Devil oo ſuch ſervice ; It were wiſdom to throw off rhar load 
into a mire» & caft all our cares over upon God. Madamythink 
ye have no childe, Subſcribes bood ro your Lord , That sbe 
zhall be his, if be take ber , & thanks & praiſe & glory rokir 
holy name » thall be the intereſt for a year's loan ll Look 
for crofſes » & while is fair weather, mend the ſails of the sbip- 
Now , hoping your La: will pardon my tediouſneſs . I recom- 
mend your foul & perfor to the grace & mercy of our ſweet 
Lecd Jeſus, in whom 1 am, 

Anwoth, Nov. I5- Your La: at all dutifull obe- 

—_—_  -* ' drence in Chrift,S, KR. 


To my Lady 
EK E - N 6 SER 


M A D A M. 
Aviog reccived a letter from ſome of the worthicſt ofthe 
Mini lo this dom » the contents whereof Iam 
&cfired co communicate ro profeſſours in thele parts, as 
koow love the beauty of Zion , & are afflifteg! to lee the Lord's 
vineyard troden under foot, by the wilde boars out of the wood, 
who ayic waſte; I could nor bur Jſodekre your L-4: help» 0 
o with the reſt, defiri ro impagt it zo.my £076 your 
busband , &if ye think i Sell » I hall wrizets his Lo; a 
Mr G. G, chall advertiſe me. Know therefore that the beſtal. 
Fefted of the Maniſtery have thought it corenient & necelia'y, 
at ſuch a time as this , that all whoJove the truth sbould joyn 
Cheir prayers together , & cry to God with humiliation and 
Efting : Thetimes, which arc agreed poo 4 Att » therwo firſt 
ſebbaths of February next, & the fix dayes interveenivg betwizt 
cheſcſabbaths, as they may convenicatly be had » and the fart 
fabbth of every Quarter: Andthe Cauſes , as they are wriceen 
&© mr; are theſe, 1. Belides the diſtreſſes of the Reformed Chur- ' 
<hts abroad, the ney aing os of unclcavacts » ungodli- 
fncſsin this 


mcls & unrightcou land » the preſens judgements on 
rhe land, & many moe haogiog over us, whereof few are ſcati- 


ble. or yet know the right & true 6aulc of them 2+ The Ja- 
. mcuta ble 
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ole & pitifull eftare ofa glorious Church (in ſo short a 
, againſt ſo many boads) in Dottrine , Sacrament and 
Diſcipliacy ſo ſore per cd, in the perſons of faichfull Paſtors 
and profeſſors ; and the door of God's houſe kept ſo firair bY 
Baſtard-Vorters , 1n ſo much , that worthy jioſtrumenrs , 
for the work, arc held at the door, the Rulers having curned 
over Religion into Policy, & the Multitade ready to rective any 
Religion , that shall be enjoyned by Authority, 3. In our 
Hamiliation , beſides that we are under a neceflity of deprecat- 
ing God's wrath , & yowing to God fiecerely new obedience » 
the weakneſs, coldoels , hlenct and lakewarnels of ſome of the 
beſt of the Miniſtery » and the deadneſs of Profeſiors, who have 
ſuffered the truth both ſecretly to be ſtola away , and ly ts 
be plucked from us » would be confefed. 4. Arheiſm, 5 
profanity and vanity would be confeſſed ; Our King's heart re- 
commended to God; and God 1atrented, that he would ſtir up 
the Nobles and the People to turn from their evil w Thus, 
Madam , hoping that your Ls : will joyn with » that 
ſuch a work be oor (lighted, at fuch a neceifary time , when our 
Kick is at the overturning » 1 will promiſe to my (elf your help, 
as the Lord in ſecrecy and prudence shall enable you , that your 
La: may rejoyce with the Lord's ma » when deliverance 
$hall come; for true and fincere bumiliation come alwaycs ſpeed 
with God: Aod when Authority , King » Court and Chuccho 
mma the truth , what other armour have we barpr 
and faich  Whercby if we wrieltle with bim , chereis ground 
ro » thatthoſc, who would removethe burdenſom ſtone 
our of it's place » shall but hurt cheir back, & the ſtoac shall nor 
be moved, at leaſt not removed, Zech; 13:3, Grace z grace be 
with you, from him who hath called you to the ioharicance of the 
ſaints io light. 


Anwoth, lan, 23. Your La: at all ſubmiſſive 
1634. obedience in bis ſweet Lord 
Jiſns , >. R, 


Ts 
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To my Lady 
t EE W © ab 


M A D A M; « 
LL ſubmiſſive & durifull obedience in ourLord Tefus remem= 
bered ; 1rruſt | need not much increat your £4: to look to 
tum,who bath ſtricken you at this crime; but my duty ,in the me- 
mory of that comfort I fourd in your La: kindocts, when I was 
noleſs heavy 1n a caſe notuolike that , ſpeaketh to me z to lay 
ſomething ovow:&1 with Leould caſe you L azar leaſt with words, 
I am perſwaded,yourPhylician will not flay you,bur purge you: 
& ſeeing he callcrh himiclf che Chirurgian , who maketh the 
yound & bioderh ir up again » (fortolauncea wound is not to 
kill , bur co cure the patieve) Dent. 32. 30. 1 Sam. 2: 6.1066: 
v. 18. Ho/. 6. 1. } betleve, Fairh will tcach you to kils a my 
Lord, & fo acknowledge the ſoveraigory of God (in the deat 
ofa childe) to beabovye the power of us morral men , who 
pluck upa flower inthe bud, & nor be blamed for it: 1f our dear 
Lord pluck up one of his Roſes , and pull down ſowre & green 
fruit before harveſt , who can challenge hic ? For be ſendeth 
us to his world, axmen co'a market , wherein ſome ſtay man 
hours » & eat & dripk , & buy & ſell, & paſs through the fair, 
rill they be weary, & ſuch are thoſe who livelong, & get a hear« 
ry fill of this life: And others again come Aipping-in tothe mor. 
niag-marker , & doe neither fir nor , por buy por ſell, 
but look about them a lirtle & paſs preſently bome again, mad 
theſe arc iofants & yourg ones, who end their short market in 
the morning, & get bur a shott view ofthe fair. Our Lord, who 
hath oumbered man's monerhs,& ſer him bounds that be cannoe 
pals, Job 14 5+ bath written thelength of qur market » & iris 
ealiertocomplain of the decreezthen ro cir, I verily be- 
leeve when 1 wricethis, your Lord bath taught your L a:to lay 
your hand on your'mouth ; Bur I sball be far from —_ 
your La: orany others to caſt by a croſs, like an old uſcleſs bill, 
that is onely for the fire; but rather would wish, cach croſs were 
looked ia the face ſeven tines » & were read over & over again, 
Ir 


Epilt. 18. Letters, * 463 
It 1s the Meſſenger of the Lord, & ſpeakes ſomerhing, the man 
of underſtanding will hear the rod & him that hath appointed it: 
Try what is the tafte of the Lord's cup, @ drink withGod*s bleſſe 
ing, that ye may grow thereby. 1 cruſt in God, whatever ſpeach ir 
utter to your ſoulzthis is ove word 10 it>Tob.4. 17, Bebold, bleſſed 


» is the man whom God corret«tb; And that it ſaith ts you, Ye are 
oO from bome while bere, ye are not of this world.as your Redeemer, 
&- Chriſt, was not of this world; There is (omertung keeping for 
as you;which is worththe having; Allthat is here is condemned to 
wy dirzto paſs away like a ſnow: batl beforea ſummer- ſun; & fince 
Is, Death took firſt poſſedion of ſomerthing of yours, it hath been 
ut and daily iscreeping carer and nearer to your ſelf, howbeir 
he with no aoiſc of freer. Your busband man ard Lord hath | 

ro ped off ſore branchexalready z the tree ir ſelf is tes be tranſl. 
6 : planted to the high garden , ina good time beit, our Lord 


ripen your La: all theſe crofles { and indeed when ] remem- 
ber thera , | they arc heavy and many: peace, peace be the 


ay end of them] are to make you white and ripe for the Lord's bay- 
Ar veſt-hook, 1 have ſcen the Lord weaning you from the breafig 
en this world 2: it was never his minde, jt should be your 
th patrimony « & God be thanked for that ; yelook the likerione 
ny of the heirs: let the moveables goe » why not } They are noe 
irs yours : faſten your grips upod the herirage; 8& our Lord leſue 
Tp make rbe charters fare, & give your La: to grow as a palm-tree 
—_ oo God's mount Zion 5 howbeit shaken with winds, yet th 
ll, root is faſt. _T his 1s all I can doe » to recommend your caſe no 
mad your Lord, who hath you written upon the palms of his hiod, 
in if {| wereablerodoe more, your L4: may belceve me, that 
ho ladly I weuld. Jrryſtshortly to (ce your Ls: Now he who 
00 b called you, confirm & ſtablisb your heart in grace vats che 
ris day of the liberty of the ſons of God. 
be. 
lay Ardwell, April 29. Your L#: at all ſubmiſſive 


1634. obedience in bis (ſweet 
Lord Ieſas,, S.K 
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Epiſt. 14+ 


To my Lady 
KEE WW WW TE YN 
My very Noble & worthy Lady. 


O oft as I call tro minde the comforts, that I my ſelf, apoor 
f:iendleſs ſtranger, recerved from your La: herein a ſtrangy 

part of the countrey z when my Lord took from mc che delig 
of mine eyes , as the word ſpeaketh , Exek. 24, 16. ( which 
wound is not yet fully healed & cured ) I cruſt vour Lord shall 
remeraber that » & give you comfort now , atſuch a time as 
this, wherein your deareſt Lerd hath made you a widow, that 
ye may be a frce Woman for Chriſt, who is now furciog fer 
-marriages love of you 3 & thereforefince you lie alove in your 
bed , fo Chriſt be as a bundle of myrrbe , ro fleep & lie ail the 
night berwixr your breaſts, Cant. 3 , 13. & then your bedis 
berter filled rhen before: And ſeeivgy amongſt all croſſes ſpoken 
of in ourLord's word, this giverh you a particular righe co make 
God your husband ,' ( which was nor ſo yours, while your hus» 
band was alive ) rcad God's mercy out of this vifitation : And 
albcit [ maſt our of ſome expericaceſay , the mourning for the 
husband of your yourk , be, by God's own mourh kari 
wordly ſorrow » Joel 1. 8. and though this berhe weightieft 
burden, thar ever lay upon your back, Yer ye know ( when 

the fields are empri:d, & your husband now aſleep in the Lord 
if ye sha!l wair upon him , who hiderh his face for a while: that 
it lieth upon God's honour & truthyto fill the field, & ro be a hus- 
band to the widow : See & conſider then what ye haveloſt, & 
bow little it is. Therefore > Madam , let me 10treat you in the 
bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, & by the comforts of his Spirit , & your 
appearance before him , Jet God & men & Angels now ſee what 
is in you: The Lord hath peirced the veſicl, it will bekgown 
whether there be init wine or water; ler your fairh & patience 
be ſeen » that it may beknown , your oncly beloved firſt and 
laſt hath been Cluiſts And therefore now, ware your whole 
love upon him , bealone is a ſurable objeft for your love and 
all che affeRtions of your ſoul ; God harh dricd up one pony 


XU 


- 


Epiſt. 19. Lerrers; 
of your love » by the removal of your hus band: ler naw thar 
{peat run upon Chriſt, Your Lord & lover hath graciouſly take 
en out your husband's name , & your name» out of che ſur. 
monds, that are raiſed, atthe inſtance ofcheterriblefin-reveng 
iovg Judge of the world, 224inlt thc houſe of the Kenmure. And 
] dare lays that God's hanumering of you from your youth , Is 
onely tro make youa fair carved ſtone y in the high upper teaſ- 
plc ofthe a:w Feruj.tlem. Y our Lord never thought this world's 
vain pamred glory 2 oift worthy of you ; & therefare would 
not b-ſtow it 09 you , becauſe he is ro propine you with a bet= 
ecr portion : Let the moveables gue » the inheritanceis yours: 
Yeare achiide of the houſe» and joy is laid up for you; iris 
long in coming » bur not the worle for that, I atm now ex- 
(ting roſee y and that with joy and comfort , that which [ 
Cnc of you, fince 1 knew you fully 3 even that ys have laid 
ſuch ſtrength upon the Holy Oncof Iſrac! , that yedche trou= 
bles; & that your ſorff is a caſtle that may be beliceged, bur 
caanot be taken. What have ye to do* here? This world never 
looked like africnd upon you y y- ow: it lirtle love » it looked 
ever ſowre- lixe upon you: Howbeir ys should wooe ity it will 
not match with you z & therefore never ſeek warm fire under 
col4ice; This is not a ficld where your happineſs groweth ; ir 
is up above » where , Rev. 7-9. there are 4 great multitude , 
gbich no man can number, of all nujons & hindreds,& ople, 
& tongues, ſtind4ing before the thronctF before the Lamb,cloth. 
ed with white robes, & palms in their bands: What ye could ne. 
ver get here, y* shall hndeth:re, And withall Conſider , bowin 
all cheſe erials, (& truly chey have bern many) your Lord hath 
þcen looliag you at th: root from perighicg things , & hunting 
after you, to grip your ſoul Madam, forthe Son of God's fake, 
ler him not avs his grip bue ſtiy & abid-in the love of Godzas 
Fude faith, v. 2 1. Now, Madam, | hope your La: will rake theſe 
lines iv good parc;& wherein I have fallen short & failed ro your 
La: in not evidencing what I was obliged to your more then 
wndeſerved love & reſpett, I requeſt for a full pardon for ir, 
Again , my dear & noble Lady, let me beſcech youro lift up 
your hcal,, for tht day of your redemprion drawerth near; And 
Gg remember x 
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remember } that ſtar that shined in Galloway is now shining in 
another world, Now | pray that God may anſwer his ow ſtile 
to your ſoul » & that he may beto you the God of all conſolatie 
ens. Thus I remain. 

Anwoth, Sept. 14. Your La: at all dutiſull obedience 
I634- inthe Lord, S. R, 


To my Lady , 
= N M Sn E. 
M A D A M. 


At durifoll obedienceio our Lord remember: d. 1know ye | 


21C now near one Of thoſe Rraits y in which ye have been be-+ 
fore : But becaule your eurward comierts arc fewer , | pray 
him, whoſe ye are, to ſupply what ye want , an other way: for 
howbcrit we canvort win to the bottem of his wiſe Proyidence , 
whornleth all; yerir is certain, ta:515 not onely good, which 
the Almighty hath done, butt is >:{t; & he hath reckoned all 
your fteps ro heaven, & if your 1.4 were throngh this water, 
there a:e the fewer behinge ; & if this wirethe lift , 1 hope your 
L a:hath learned by on-wairing to maze your acquaintance with 
Death . which bring, te the Lord, th: »oman's feed , Feſus » 
oncly a bloody heel, & nota broken hrad » Gen. 33 15, cannot 


be ill ro his ſirends, who get iar lets of Death then himſelf: 
[ 


Thcrefo:c, Ma1am, ſecing ye know ror bur the journcy is end+ 
ed. & ve arecome to the waterefide, 1n God's wildom, look all 
vout papers & your counts » & whetlicr ye be ready ro receive 
the Kingdom of heaven as a little childe, to whom there i; little 
baughunels & much humilicy. I would befar from Eiſcourag- 
ies your La: bur there is an abſolute neceſſity, that near exernte 
ty , welookere weleap, ſeeing vo man winneth back againto 
mend his leap. Iam confident your La: thinketh ofcen upon 
it, & that your old guide sha!l goe before you & take your hand: 
His love to you will not grow ſowre, nor wear out of date, as 
the love of men , which groweth old & gray baired often before 
themſelves. Yehaveſo much the more reaſon toloye a better 
life then this , becauſe this world hath been x36 you acold fire , 

with 
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with lirtic heat ts the body, & as lierlelighr » & much mokers 
hut the eyes. But, Madam, your Lord would bare youthink2 
ing it bat dry breaſts , full of wind, & empry of food, In this 
late vifications that hath befallen your Lx: ye have ſeen God's 
love & cares in ſucha meaſure , thar l thought, our Lord brake 
the sharp point oft che croſs, & made os and your La: fee Chriff 
take polſefſion , and infefrmen vpon earth of him , whois now 
rezning & triumpbing with the hundred forty & four thon/ands 
who ſtand with the Lamb on mount Jicn. Iknow , the ſweets 
eſt of it is bittcr ro You; but your Lord will not give you paigte 
ed croſſes; He pairetb nor all the bitterneſs from the crofs,neither 
taketh be the sharp edge quitetfrom it; rhen it should be of your 
wailing & not of his» which sbould have as little reaſon in ir , as 
it hould have profit for as. Onely, Madam, God commandeth 
you now to belecyes X caſt anchor in the dark vighr, &climb 
up the mountain; He who hath called you, eſtablih you & con- 
firm you to the cnd. I had a purpoſe ro bave viſited your La: bus 
when | thought better upon it , thertruth is , I caonor ſee whar 
my corpany ceuld profit you : & this bath broken off my pur- 
poſe , & no other thing. 1 know many honourable friends and 
worthy profeffours will ſce your La: & that the Senof Cod is 
with you, to whoſe love & mercy, from wy ſoul, I recommend 
your La: & remain. 

Anwoth, Nov. 29. Your La: 48 al! duti%ull obedie 

" 1624, ence: in his ſweet Lord Zeſus , S. Re 

| ene deemacing 
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To my L ady 
VS = © RK 


M A D A M:.. 
Y kumble obedience in the Lord remembered , Know, 
ic hath pleaſed the Lord, to let me ſee, by 3ll appearance y 
my labours ia God's houſe here arc at an end ; & 1 muſt now 
lcarn to (uffer, inthe which 1 am a dull Scholar. By a ftravgs 
Providence , ſome of my papers, anent the corruptions of this 
time, arecome ro our King's hand; I know » by the wife and 
wellafteCted , [ball "a z as nor wiſe Dor circurnſpect 
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eoughs bur ir is ordioary , that , that should be a part of the 
croſs of thoſe who ſuffer tor him: Yer I love & pardon the in 
ftrumcnt: I would commit my lifero him , howbeir by him 
this bath befallen me ; bur I look higher then to him, J make 
no queſtion of your La: loye & careto doe what ye can for my 
help; & am perſwaded that in my adverſities your La: will wich 
me well. 1 {:ek no other thing » but that my Lord may be bo+ 
poured by me, in giving ateſtimony, | was willing ro doc him 
more ſervice ; bur ſeciug he will have no more of my labours, & 
this land will chruſt me our , I pray for grace tolearn to be ac- 
quaint with m ſcry, if I may give 'o rough a nametoſuch a 
mark of thoſe, who shall he crowned with Chriſt ; And hows 
beit 1 will poflibly prove afaint-heartel unwiſe man io that) y«r 
I dare ſays intend otherwiſe: And I defire nor to goe onthe lee. 
fide or ſunoy-fide of Religion, to put Truch berwixt ance & 2 
erm; my Saviour dill not ſo for me , who in his ſuffering took 
the windy fide of the hill, No further » bur the Son of God be 
with yos. 


Anwoth. D:c. 5. 1634. Your La: in the Lord Teſws,S.R, 


——_— 
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To my Lady 
K EN MORE. 


M A D A M. 

Received your La: letter from I. G: Ithank our Lord, ye 

are as well , at leaſt,as one may be, whois not come home : 
it is a mercy in this ſtormy ſea, ro g:r a ſecond wind ; for nene 
of the ſaints ger a firſt , bur they muſt take the winds . as the 
Lord of che (cas cauſcth them to blow ; & the Inne, as the Lord 
& Maſter of the Inncs hath ordered it: if contentment were 
here, hcavco were not heaven. Who ever feck the world to 
be their bed , sh4ll at beſt finde ir short & ill made » & a ftone 
under their de to hold them waking, rather theo a ſoft pillow 
ro ſicep upon. Ye ought ro bleſs your Lord, that it 1s nat worſe: 
welivcin aſca, where many have ſuffcred shipwrack ; and have 
peed that Chriſt fit at the helm ofthe skip, ic isa mercy to win 
to heaven , though with much hard toil and heavy — 
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 Epilt. 222 Letters 469 
and torake it by violence, ill & well as it may be : better goe 
ſwimming & wet through our watersy then drown by the ways 
eſpecially vow when Truth ſuffererh , & great men bid Chriſt 
ft lower, & contra himſclf io lefs was z as if he cook too 
much room, I expeQ our new Prelaze shall ery my fittivg. » 
bang by a threed 4 bur iris (if I may ſpeak (o) of Chriſt's ſpin= 
iog : there is no quarrel more honeft or honourable z rheots 
ſuffer for truth : but the worſt is, that this Kirk is like to fink , 
& all her lovers & friends ſtand afar off , note mourn with hers 
& none mourn for her. Butthe Lord Jeſus will nor be pur our 
of his conqueſt ſoſoon, in Scorland : it will be ſeen, the Kirk 
& Tfurh will riſe again within three dayes, & Chriſt again shalb 
ride upon his white horſe; howbeit his horſe ſcem now to ſtum= 
ble, yet he cannot fall : the falneſs of Chriſt's barveſ in the cod 
of che earth is not yer come in, I (peak not this, becauſe | would 
bave it ſs » but upon berter grounds then my naked liking: bus 
enough of this ſad ſubjcR.1 long to be fully aflared of your La: 
welfare, & that yout ſoul ts eſpecially now in your (o- 
litary life > when your comtorts ont ward are few , & whem 
Chriſt hath you for the very uprakiog. I know, bis loreto you 
is ſtil running over, & his love hath not ſo bad a memory aste 
forget you, & your dear childe,who bath rwo fathers in heaven, 
the one ;be Ancient of dayes. 1 truſt in his mercy, he hath ſome= 
thing laid up for hica above, howeverir may goe with him here. 
I know, itis long fince your L4: ſaw this werld turned yous 
ſtep-motber, & did forſake you. Madam, ye have reaſon to take 
in good part alean dinner & ſpare dict, io this life , ſeeing yous 
large ſupper of the Lamb's preparing will recompenſe all; lee 
it goe; which was never yours, bur m_y in fight, not in pro= 
perty 2 therime of your loan will wear shorter & shorter , & 
gimeis mcaſured to you by ounce- weights; & then I know,your. 
hope shall be a full car ofcorn, & not blaſted with wind: it may» 
be your joy, that your ancbor is up within the rail , & that the. 
round ir is caſt upon , is not falle bur firm, God bath done. 
Fis part, I hope ye will oor deny to figh & ferch home all your, 
love to himſ:lf, & it is but too narrow & thort fer bim , if 
were more; if ye were before pouring all your love (ifich 
Gg 3 9-68 
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bcca many gallons more ) in upen your Lord , if drops tcl by 
18 the in-pouriug » he forgiveth you: he hath done now all 
that can bedone, to win beyoo itall, & hath letr licclero 
wooe your love from himſelf, excepr one onely childe : what 
is his purpoſe berciny, he knoweth beſt , who hath taken your 
ſou] in rucouriag; Your faith may be boldly charitable of Chrilt, 
that however matters gee,the worlt chall be 4 tired traveller, & 
« joyſull & ſweet welcome. home : the back of your winter-night 
is broken ; Look tothe Eaſt, theday 5kic is breaking: rhink 
not that Chrift loſeth crime or lingereth aoſurably. O fair, 
fair » & ſweet morning ! We are but as lea-paſſcngers, if we 
look right , we areupon our countrey-coaft ; our ReFeemer 
is faft coming, to take this old worm-catcn world , like an 
old moth-catco garment, in his rwo hands, &to rollit up, 
& lay it by him Thelc are the laſt dayes, & an oath is given, 
Rev. 10. by God himiclf, char Time sball be no more : & when 
Time it (elf1s old and gray-haired y it were good we were away, 
Thus, Mademzye (ce 1 amyas my cuſtom is, tedious in my lines: 
your Ls; willpardonir, The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


Anwoth. January. 18, Your La: at all ovSedience 
1636. in Chriſt. S, R. 
To my Lady 
K E N M U R FE, 
Right honourable. 


Cannor find a time for L—__ things I intended on Tos, 

I havebeen ſoraken up with the broils,that we areincumbered 
with in our calliog: for our Prelat will have gs either to {wallow 
our light ever, & digeſt it, contrary to our ſtomacks, howbeir 
we should vomit our conſcience & all , in this troubleſom Con- 
formity; or then he willrryaf Deprivation can convert usto the 
Ceremonial faith, 1 wiiteto your La: Madam not as diſtruſt 
iog your affcQuon) or willingnefle to help meas your La:is able 
by your ſelf or others,bur to advertiſe you,tharl hang by a (i>all 
threed: for our learned Prelatybecauſe we cannot ſee with his eye, 
ſo fac in a mil-ſtone, asjbis lighr docth, will rot follow his Maſtcry 
mcck Jclys, who waited upen the weatied&5horr. beat ed in the 
| | way 


Fpilt. 24» Lerrers. 47» 
way to heaven? & where all ſce not alikey& ſore are weaker » he 
carricth the lambs in his boſom, & leadeth gently cholerhar are 
with young. Pur we muſt cither ſoc all che evill of Ceremontes to 
be but as iodificrent ſtrawcs,or ſuffer no lefs then ro be caſtrn our 
ofthe Lord's inheritance, Madam, 1f1 had time, | would wiite 
more at leazth,but your La: wil: pardon mull a fitter oecation, 
Grace be with you and your clude, and orar you company to 


Mucb honoured Sir. 
Have hcard of the minde & malice of your adverſaries againſt 
you: Ir's likethey will extend the law they have, in length & 
breadth, anſwerabletothiicic heat of minde; bur itis « great pare 
of your glory ,that the cauſc is not yours, but yourLord's whom 
elcrve; & Idonubt notzbur Chrilt will count it his honour, to 
nor his weak ſervant; &ir were a shame for him(with reverence 
to his holy Nam-)chat he should ſuffer himſelfro be in the com- 
mon of ſuch a poor man as ye are & chat ye should give our for 
him, & not getin again ; Write up your depurſments for your 
Maſter Chrijt,&keep the count what ye give out, whether names 
credit, goods z or life , & ſuſpend your reckoning till nigh the 
evening » and remember thar a poor weak ([*ryant of Chriſt 
wrote itto you, ye shall bave Chrift, a King » Caution , or your 
incomes(y all your lofſes: Reckon nor from the forc-noo03; Take 
the word of God for your warrand, and for Ciift's 22 of cau- 
tionry,howbeit bedy, life & goods goe for Chriit your Locd, & 
though ye should loſe.che head for him; yet Lu 24.46. There 
#ball not one hear of your head perish. 19. in pa;tence therefore 
poſe your ſoul: & becauſe ye are the huft mao 1:Gallem cy cal 
cd out, & queſtioned far the naine of jJeius » his cyc hath becn 
upon yeu, as upon one whom hedeigncd to Leamong his wite 
nelſes: Chriſt hath ſaid, Alexand'r Gordon $a! ! cl the rings 
#n wining a good confeſfion; & cherelore he hatlt pur rhe Zar- 
land of ſuffering for himfelf tirſt upon you: licad; thiuyvlc your ſelf 
{o much the mare obliged ta hums & trar get ;, ior he layeth his 
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right hand on your head: He who was dead & is alive will 
plead your cauſe, & will look attentively upon the pro- 
cels from the beginning ro the end , & the Spirit of glory ball 
reſt apon you. Rev. 2: 10. Fear none of theſe things which thou 
sbalt ſuffer » bhold the Devil sball caff jome of you mto priſons 
that ye may be tried, & ye thall have tribulation ten daves : Be 
tbou faithfull amtothe death, cx 1 will pivve thee the crown of life. 
This lovely one 1:z5, whoaltio becamerthe Son of man, that he 
might take ſtrokes tor you, write the croſs ſweetning & ſoul-ſups 
porting ſenſe of theſe words in your heaie* Theſe rumbling 
wheels of Scotland's ren d cs tribulatiog are under his took , 
who hath ſeven cvs. Take a houſr on your head, & ſip your ſelf 
by faith in under C+rifi's wings, till the ftorm be over: And re- 
member when they have drunken us down , Icruſalem will be 
Cup of trembling & of poiſon , Rech, 13: 2. They $hall be fain 
ro yomit out the [aints; for ludab >. 6. Shall be a hearth of fire 
ina ibeaf, & they chall devour all the prople round about, on the 
right band & on thelefr. Wocto Zien's enemies; they have the 
worſt of it ; for we have write for the victory, Sirz ye were ne- 
ver honourable till oow : this is your glory that Chriſt hath pur 
you n the roll with bimſclf, and the reſt of the witnelles » who 
are come out of great tribulation, & hve washco rheir garments 
& made them white in the bleod ofthe Lamb. Be not caſt down 
for what the ſervants of Antichrift caſt in your reeth,that Ye are 
a head to, and \avourer of the Paritanes » & leader to that (et: 
if your conſcience (ay, Alas, bere is much din & little done ( a8 
the proverbis)becauſe ye have not done (o much ſervice roChcait 
that way, as ye might & $hould : Take courage from'thar ſame 
temptation ; for your Lord Chriſt looketh upon that very chal- 
lenge » as an huogring defirein youto have done more then ye 
didg & thar filleth up the blank, % he will accept of what ye have 
done in that kinde, If great men be kinde ro you, 1 pray you o= 
verlook them; if chey Paile on vor » Chriſt but borrowerh their 
face, to (mile through them upon his affl.Cted ſervant: know the 
well-head ; & for all that , lcarg the way to the well ir (elf. 
Thank God , that Chriſt came to your houſcin your abſcncey& 
took with bin ſome of your childrea : He preluaacd that much 
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oa your love; that ye would not offend ; & howbeir he should 
takethe reſt , he cannot come upon your wrong ſide; I queſtion 
not, if they were children of gold , bac ye think them well beſ= 
towed apon him : Exponnd w:ll ewo rods on you, one in your 
houſe at home, another on your own perſon abroad;Love thinks 
eth no evil ; if ye were nor Chriſt's wheat, appointed robe 
bread in his hoale , he would not griad you ; Bnt keep the mide 
dle line, ncither deſpiſe nor faiat, Heby. 12.6, Yeſce your 
father is homely with you; Strokes of a father cyidence kind- 
nels & care; take them ſo; I hope your Lord hath manifeſted 
bimſclfroyou, & ſuggeſted theſe or more choice thoughts a. 
bout his dealing with you: we are ufing our weak moyen & 
credit for you, up at our own court a5 we dow, we pray theKing 
to hear us » & the Son of man ts goc ſide jor fide with you , 8& 
band in band, in the hery oven, & to quicken & encourage your 
unbelceving heart, when yedroop & deſpond. Sir » tothe ho= 
pour of Chriſt be it ſaid, my faith goeth with my pen now : [ 
am preſearly belecving Chriſt shall bring you our » Truth in 
Scotland $hall keep the crown of the cauſey yet : the ſaines $hall 
ſee Religion goe naked at neonday , free from shame & fear of 
men: We hall divide Sechem , & ride upon the high places of 
Lacob. Remember my obliged reſpects & love to my lady Kyn= 
mitre & her (weet childe. 


Anwpoth, July. 6* Yours ever in his /weet 
16306. Lord lejus , S. R. 
To tbe Vicaunteſs of 
TS WW WWH6R KL 
MADAM. 


Race, mercy & peace be ts you: 1 know ye are near 

nany comforters, & that th: promiſed comſocrer is near 
hand alſo ; yet becauſe | found your La $ comfortable ro my 
ſelf, in my (ad daycs, that arc not yer over my h<ad,it is my part, 
and more in many reſpet3{howb:ir 1 can doe little,God know - 
eth , in that kiade) to ſpeak to you in your wilderneſs. lot. I 
know, Dear & Noble Lady . this loſs of your dear childe came 
Gg 5 upon 
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upon Yon » one picce& part of ir afrer another 5 &that ye was 

looking forir , & that now the Almighty hath brought on you 

that which ye feared; & that your Lord gave you lawfull- war. 

ning : & I hopesfor his ſake, who brewed & masked this cup ia 

heaven , ye will gladly drink, and ſalute & welcome the croſs, 

I am ſure it is not your Lord*s minde to f-ed vou with Judge. 

ment & wormwood , & ro give you waters of gall ro drink, 

Exek. 34. 16. Ter. 9. 15. | know, your cup is ſugared with 

mercy & that the withering 0! the bloomy the flower, eveo the 

white & red of worldly joy:s » is for no other end , but to buy 

out at the pround the rever/ion of your heart & love, Madam, 
ſubſcriber, the Almightic's will, puryonr hand tothe pen, & le 
the crofſe of your Lord Jelus have your ſubmiſlive and reſolute 
AMEN Ifycask%rry whoſe this croſs 15? I dare ſay, it is not 
all your own, th: b:ſt half ofic is Chriſt's; then your croſs! is no 
bora baſtard, but lawfully begotten, It ſprang not out of the duſt, 
Iob, 5.6. if Chriſt & ye be halvers of this (uffering, & he lay 
half mme , what should aile you ? & | am here right gpon the 
ſtile ofthe word of God. Phil. 2. 10. The fellowsFip of Chriſt”s 
ſufferings, Col. 1. 2g, The remnant of the affiictions of Chriſt. 
Heb. 1x. 28. The reproach of Chrift. It were but to $hift the 
comforts of God , to fav . Chriſt had never a croſs as mine , be 
had never a dead childe , & fo this is not his crofle, neither can 
he inthat meaning beth: owner of this crols: bur I hope, Chriſt 
when he married you » married you and all the crofles & wor 
hearts tha: follow you and the word makerh no exception. Iſa. 
63:9. Inall their «MiRions be was affiifted: Then Chriſt bore 
the firſt ſtroke ofthiscroſs, it rebounded oF lim on upon you, 
& ye got it atrhe ſecond hand , & yeand he are halvers init; 
And I shall belceve for my part , he minderh to deſtill heaven 
out of this lo%s , and all others the like ; for wiſdom deviſed it, 
and love laid it on, and Chriſt owneth itas his own, and put» 
reth your «houlder on:ly beneath apiece ofir: rakeir with 
joy as no baſtard crols, bur as a viſitation of God, well 
born z and {pend the reſt of your appointed time, till your 

chaage corar , in the work of bclecving ; acd ler faith , that 
gerc: yet made alye to you, {pak for God's part ofiry be will. 
mp 
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not , be doeth not make you a [ca or 4 twhalefich , that be heep. 
eth you in ward, 105. 7, 12. Jt tmay be, yethink ner many of 
the children of God in ſuch a hard calc as your ſelf ; bunt what 
would ye think of ſome, who would exchange affiiCtions , & 
tre you 80 che boot ; bur 1 know , yours muſt be your own 
alone and Chriſt's gogether, 1 confels ir ſeewcd ſtrange ro me, 
that your Lord swould have done that, which ſeeracth ro ding 
out the botrom of your comforts wordly ; but we fee nor to 
th: gronnd of the Almightic's ſorcraignity, he goeth by on owr 
right hand, & on our lejt hand, & we (tc {im nut 5: We ſee bur 
picces of the broken links of the chain of his providence, and 
he coggeththe wheels of his own providence , that we [ce nor. 
O ler the former work his own clay.in what frame be plcaſcth ! 
Shall any teach the Almighty knowledge? If he parſue dry tube 
ble, who dare ſay, what doeſt thou? doe not wonder , to ee the 
Judge of the world weave in one web , your mercies &the 
judgements of che houſe of the Kenmure; Hecan make one 
web of centrarics. Bur my weak adyice with reverence and 
correion, were for you , Dear & worthy Lady , to ſee how 
far morrification goeth 01,8& what ſcum the Lord's fire caſtcrh 
outof you. I krow, ye (ee your knortine(s , fince our Lord 
whyreth & hewerth & plaineth you; & the glanceing ofthe fur- 
nace is ts let you ſcey what ſcum or refule ye muſt want , and 
what froath is in nature, that muſt be boiled our, & rakeo off in 
there of your trials. I doe not (ay, heavier afflictions prophe- 
fie heavier guiltineſs; a croſs is ofter bur a falſe prophet in this 
kinde : but Tam ſure, our Lord would have the tin, & the 
baſtard metrallin you , removed leaſt the Lord ſay , the bel- 
lowes are burns , the leid is conſumed in the fire, the founder 
melteth in v4in. Ter. 6,29, And 1 shall bopey that griefshall nos 
fo far ſmorher your light, as not to practiſe this to neceflary a 
duty, toconcur with tum in this bleiled defign. 1 would gladly 
plead for the comforter's part of it, not againſt you, Madamy 
(for I am ſure ye are not his party) but a3aiuft your grief , 
which will haye it's own violent incurfions in your ſoul; and 
I think it be not in your pover tohelp ir ; But I muſt ay, there 
are comſores allowed apon you » & therefore want them = : 
| Whim 
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When ye have gotten a running. over ſoul with joy now , that 
joy will never be mifſcd our of the infinite Occan of delight 
which is not diminished by drinking at it, or drawing out oF 
It is a Chiiſuan art ro Comfort your ſelf m the Lord, to lay , 1 
gw45 obliged to render back again this childe to the giver, &if 
have had four years loan of bim, & Chriſt erernice's poſicfſion 
of bim, the Lord hath keep'd condition with me: If my Laid 
would not have him & mc co tryſt both in one hour,at death's 
door thretbold rogether, it is his wiſdom ſorodoe , 1 am ſatis- 
hd; my tryft is ſuſpended , not broken oft, nor given up, 
Madam , 1 would | could divide ſorrow with you, for your 
eaſe 3 Bot am bura beholder , it is calie ro me to ſpeak ; The 
God of comfort ſpeak ro you» &allurc you with his fcaſts of 
love. My removal from my flock is ſo heavy to me, that ir 
maketh my life a burden to me; | had never ſach a longing for 
death: The Lord help & hold up ſad clay. I fear ye finin draws 
ing Mr William Dalplicch from this countrey » where the la 
bourers are few and the harveſt great: Madam, defire my Lord 
Argyle to {e for provitiea toa Paſtor for this poor people, 
Grace be with you. 

Kircudbright, Oftob, I. Your La: at all obedience 

16 49 in Cbrift, S. K. 2M 


Tothe perſecuted Church in lreland 

Much honoured , reverend & dearly beloved in our Lord. 
Race, mercy & peace be to you all, I koow there aze 
many io this Nation , more able theo I , toſpeak ro the 
ſufferers for z & witneſſes of Jeſus Chrift ; yet pardon meto 
ſpeak alirtleto you , who arc called io queſtion for the Goſpel , 
ence committed to you. I hope ye arc not ignorant,that as peace 
was left to you io Chriſt's Teſtament , ſorhe other half ofthe 
Teſtiment was a legacy of Chriſt's ſufferings. Fob. 16. 35. 
Theſe things T have ſpoken, that in me ye might have peace ;, in 
#he world ye shall baverreuble, Brcauſe then ye are made athg- 
nes & heirs toa life.reat of Chriſt's Crols 4 think that fiery trial 
no n_y thing: For the Lord Jeſus shall be no loſer by purg- 
ing thedrols & tin out of his Chucch in Irdand : bis wine preſs 
is 
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_ (quifing oor the dregs , the ſcorn » the froath & refuſe of 
that Church- [ had once the proof of the ſweer ſmell , & the ho- 
neſt & honourable peace, of that flandered thing , the Croſs of 
our Lord Jeſus: Bur though (Alas! ) that rheie golden dayes 
that then 1 had, be now in a great part gonez yet I dare lay, thax 
the ilſue & eurgate »f your ſufferings shall be the advantage, the 
golden reign & dominion ofthe Goſpel, & the high glory of 
the never=enough-praiſed Prince of the Kings of the earch , & 
the changing of che braſs of the Lord's temple among you inte 
gold, the iron into filver,& the wood into brafs , your officers 
hall yet be peace , & your exaCtors rightcouſacſs, Iſa, 60; 
v.17 » 18. Yourold fallen walls shall ger a new name, & the 
gares of your Feruſalem , shall gera new ſtile , they $hall call 
your walls, Salvation , & your gates » Praiſe. I koow that 
Deputy » Prclats, Papiſts, teemporizing Lords & proud mock= 
ers of our Lord , erucificrs of Chriſt for his coar, & all your 
enemics » have neither hogers ner inflruments of war to pick 
out one ſtone out of your wall , for cach ſtoge of your wall is 
Sal vation, I dare give you my Royal% Princely Maſter's word 
for it , that Ircland shall be a fair Bride ts Icfus, and Chriſt 
Shall build on her a palace of flyer, Cant 8; 9, Therefore weep 
not , as if there were no hope , fear not , pur on ſtrength , pur 
6n your beaurifull garments, 1/a, yz: 1, Your foundation 
Shall be faphires y 1/4. $4: 11, 12. Your windows& gates pico 
cious fences. Look over the water & behold & ſee, whois on 
the dry land waiting for your landing : Your dcliverance is 
concluded , ſubſcribed & ſealed in heaven: Your goods thar 
are taken from you, for Chriſt & his eruth's fake, are bur arreſted 
& laid in pawne andnet taken away: Th:reis much laid up for 
you in his ſtore-houſe , whol: the carth ad the fuloeſs there. 
ofis ; your garments are ſpan, & your flocks are feeding in the 
fields, your bread is laid up for youz your diink is browen. your 
gold & flyer is at the banks & the jntereſt goeth on & growerh, 
& yet Þ hear, that yoar task- maſt+rs doe robe & ſpoil youz & fine 
you: your priſons ( my brethren) have two keyes, the Deputy, 
Prelats & Officers keep bur the iron keyes of the priſon, whercig 
they pur you; bur he char bath created the ſaaith hath other keyes 
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in heaven »- therefore ye sball not dic in thepriſon: other mens 
plonghs arc labouring for your bread , your enemies are gather. 
10g in yourrents, Hethat is kifſiag his Bride, on this fide of the 
ſea in Scotland , is beating her beyond the ſea in Ireland, and 
feeding her with the bread of adverſity and the warer of affliti. 
on,and yer he is the ſame Lordte borh. Alas! 1 fear that Scots 
Lid be undone and lain, with this great mercy of Reformaticn 
becauſe there is not here that life of Religion, anſwerableto the 
huge greatneſs ofthe work, that dazleth our eyes: For the Lord 
is rejoycing over us in this land, as the Bridegroom rcjoyceth 
over the Bride, & the Lord hath changed the name of Scotland; 
they call us vow no more Forſaken nor Deſolate, but our land is 
called Hep Jibah & beulab,I/a 62: 4for the Lord delightcthin 
us,& this lacd is married to himſelf: there is now an bigh way 
made through our Zion, andit is called the way of holineſs, 
the uncleanshall not paſs overit, the wayfarcing men, though 
fools , ch:ll notcrrein it; the wilderneſs doeth rejoyce and 
bloſſom as the ro : the raviomed of the Lord are returncd 
back unto Jon, with ſongs & everlaſting joy upon their heads, 
Jſa.35, The Canamniteis put out of our Lord's beuſe: there 
is got a beaft left ro doe hurt (ar Icaft profefiedly) io all the 
holy mountain of tke Lord : our Lordis fallen to wreſtle with 
his enemies, and hath brought as out of Egypt: we hare 
the ſtreogth of an Unicorn, Numb. 23: $2. The Lord bath 

atey up the ſors of Babel , be hath broken their bones, and 
hath pierced chern through with his arrows: we rake them: caps 
tives whoſe captives we were , ard werule over our oppreſio:s, 
Ja. 14: ®. þ is not biick, ror clay, nor Babel s cuiled 
timber & ſtoncs, that is in our ſecond temple : bur our Princely 
King Feſwu is building his bouſe all palace-work & carve 
ſtones,it is the habitation of theLord. We doe welcome Ircland & 
Enpland toour Welbeloved ; we invieeyou, © daughters of 
Jeruſalem, rocome down to our Lo:d's garden , and ſeek our 
Welbcloved with us ; for his love vill ſuffice boch you and us: 
we doe {end you love-lerters over thelea,torequeſt you ro come 
ro marry our King, & to rake part of our bed ; and we truſt, ouf 
Lordis ferchiog a blow upop the Baſt and the — 
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ed Whore , tothe end he may bring in his ancient widow. wife, 
our dear Siſter , the Church of the leww. O whata heavenly 
Leaven were it to ſee them come in by this mean, and ſackthe 
breaſts of their little Siſter » and renew their old love with their 


fic & fiithusband , Chrift our Lord} They arc booked in God's 
ors Þ word » as a Bride contracted upon Icfus ; O for alight, in this 
ion  1:4h of min< , of the propheficd marriage between Chriſt and 
the B them! The Kings of Tarchish & the Iles muſt Ying pre 


ſents to eur Lord Ieſus. Pſal. 73: 10, And Britain is oac of 
the chicfeſt Iles : Why then bur we ray beleeve, thats our 
Kings ofthis Iſland sball come in, bring their glory tothe new 


dis Jeru 4lem, wherein Chiiſt sball dwell.io the latter dayes }[t is our 
bin Y pare ro prays that the Kingdoms of the catth may become 
yay BY Chnſt's, Now 1 exhort you in the Lord Jclus,not ro bediſmaid 


noor afraid for the two tails of theſe two ſmoking fire- bragds,the 


[s , 
ph fi-rce anger of the Deputy with Cizil Powers and of the baſtard 
od Y Prelats with the Power of the Braft ;* for they $hail be cur off : 
ned F Tlity may well e:t you aed drink you, but they hal! be forced 
ds, & to vomit you our again alive, If rwo things were firmly belcey- 
214 EE ſufferings would have no weight; If the fellowship of 
the U Chriſt's ſaffgrings were well known, whe would nor gladly 
ith U rake part with lefus For Chrift and weare halvers ard joyne 
ave Þ owncrs of one & the ſame croſs : & therefore he that knew well 
ath Y v hac ſufferings werezas he eſteemed 2H things but lols for Chiiſty 
and BY & did judge them bur dung fo did he ate jadge of ch:mathat he 
aps | night know the fellowship of his (uffcrings. PLitip. 3: 10, O 
0:9 | bow {weet a ſight is ir,to fee a £106, betwixr Chriſt & us;to hear 
{ed | our Rdcermer (ay, at every ligh & every blow. & eveiy lols of a 
dy | belecyer, belf mine ' $9 they are called, the ſufferings of Chriſty 
va} ©& the reproach of Chriſt, Col, 2: 24. Heb. 11:26: As when 
4&Y rvoarc partriers & owners of a ship, the half of the gain & half 
5 of] ofthe loſs belongeth eo either of the twoz lo Chiiſt 1n our (ufter. 
our Y ings is half. gainer & half-loſer withus : Yea , the beavict end 
us: & ofthe black tree of the croſs , lieth on your Lord , it fall:th fir 
ack upon him, & it but reboundeth off him upon you : The reproue- 
out F ©1205 of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. Pſal. 69: 9. 
wr Y our ſufferiogs are your treafure » & are greater riches then the 
« tical. 
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ereaſares of Egypt, Heb, a1; 26. And ifyourcroſs come firſt 
ehrough Chriſt's fingers, ere itcomeroyov, it receiveth a fair 
luſter from him , it gere*th a taſte & relish of the King's ſpike. 
nard andof hcaven'sperfume; and the halfoftheguin , when 
Chriſt's ship-full of gold cometh home » ball beyours: Iris 
an augmenting of your treaſure to be rich in luſt:11ogs, to bein 
Jaboars abundant , in ſtripes aboye meaſure, 2. Cor. 11: 
ver. 23. & tohave the ſufferings of Chriſt aboundiog in you 
2. Cory. 1: $. is apart of hcaven's ſtack: Your goods are nor 
loſt, which they have placked from you » for your Lord hath 
them in keeping z they are bur arreſted & (cried apon » he ghall 
looſe the arreſt : Yeshall be fed with the heritage of Lacob your 
Father , for the mourh of the Lord hath ſpoken it Iſa, 58. 14. 
Till I shall be in the ball-floor of the higheſt palace, and get 
a draughr of glory our of Chriit's bandabovec aod beyood Time 
and beyond Death , | will never, it is like, (ce fairer dayes, then | 
faw under that bleſſed tree of mv Lord's crols: His kiſſes then 
were King's Kiſles, theſe kilſes were (yet & foul reviving : 
one ofthem at that time was worth two and 2 half (if I atay 
ſpeak ſo ) of Chriſt's week»dayes kilſes, O ſweet, ſweet for 
evermore » toſce a roſe of heaven growiog in asill ground as 
hell; andto fee Chriſt's love, his embracements , his dinnery 
and [uppers of joy , peace, faith , goodacls, toog luffcring 
aod patience , growing and (pringiog like the flowers of God's 
garden , out of ſuch ſtony and curſed ground as the hatred of 
the Prelats , and the malice of their High Commiſſion, and che 
Antichriſt's bloody hand & hcart ! Is not here art & wiſdom? 
is net here heaven indented in bell (if [ may fay(o) likes jewel 
fet with skillio aring with che eoamle of Chriſt "s croſs ? The 
rubic & riches of glory , that groweth up our of his croſs, is 
bevond telling. Now the blackeſt & horreſt wrath & moſt 
fiery & all-devouring indignation of the Judge of men & An- 
gels, shall come upon them , that deny our ſweer Lord Jeſas, 
& pur theirhand to thar oath of wickedneſs , now preſſed : the 
Lord's ceal at their heart shall burn them up both root and 
branch : the eftatesof great men , that havedoneſo, if 

doe got repent, shall coulume away & the rayens sball dwell in 
thei 
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their bouſes, & their glory thall be $hame.! O for the Lord's 
lake » __ by Chriſt , & f-ar not man that shall dies & 
wither as the graſs; the Deputy's bloom hall fall, & thePrelarf 
thall caſt their fower, & the Eaſt wind of the Lords of rhe 
Lord ſtrong & mighty , chall blaſt & break chem : cherefore 
fear them nor z they are but idols , that can neither doe evil 
nor good. Walk not in the way of thoſe people, that Naoder the 
foxcſteps of our reyal & princely anointed King Feſus, pow 
riding upon his white horſe in Scofland: let Fehovab be yout 
fear. That decree of Zjon's deliverance, paſſed & ſealed up beford 
the throoe, is now ripe , & zhall bring forth a childe , even the 
ruine & fall of the Prelats black Kingdom & the Amtichrifl*s 
throne. in theſe Kingdorss : the Lord hath begun & he half 
make an end. Who did ever bear the like of this © Before Score 
land travellcd , she brought forth, & before her pain came, she 
was delivercd of a manchilde. 1/4. 66: 7,8. And when all ig 
done ſuppoſe there were no ſweerneſs in our Lord's croſs, yet it 
is tweet for his ſake y for that lovely one» Feſus Chrift 5 whoſe 
Crown and Ruyal Supremacy is the queſtion this day in Great 
Britain, bet wixt us & our adverſaries: & who would not think 
him worthy of the ſuffering for? what is burning quick” whar is 
drinking of our own heart-blood?& what is a draught of melted 
lead , for his glory t leſs then a drink of cold water to a thirſty 
man, ifthe righr price & due yalue were pat on that worthy, 
worthy Prince Jeſws. O whocan weigh him }? Tenthouſand 
thouſand beavens would not be one leake, or the balf of the ſcale 
of the ballance, ro lay himin. O black Angels, in compariſon 
of bim ! O dim & dark & lightlefs Sun , in regard of that fair 
Sun of Righteouſneſs | O feckleſs & worthleſs heaven of hea= 
vers » when they ſtand beſide wy worthy & lofry & bigh and 
excellent Welbcloved ! O weak & infirm chy-Kings! © 
ſoft & feeble mountains of braſt » & weak created ftreogrh , in 
regard of our mighty & ſtrong Lord of armics! O foolich 
wiſdom of men & Angels , when it is laid in the ballance befide 
that ſpotleſs ſubſtantial wiſdorn of the Father ? | It beaven and 
earth & ten thouſand heavens , even round about theſe heayens 
that now are ,. vere all — , —_ 
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all che faireſt roſes, lowers & erees,that can come forth from the 
art of the Almighty himſelf; yer ſer bur our one flower , that 
owecth out of root of Jeſſe , belide that orchard of plea. 
Fee , one look of his , one view + one taſte , one ſmell of his 
ſwcer Godhead weuld infinitely exceed & goe beyond the ſmell, 
colour, beaury & lovclineſs of that Paradile. O'ro be with childs 
of his love, & to be ſuffocate (if that could be) with the (ſmell 
efhis ſweerneſs , were a ſweet fill & lovely pain, O worthy, 
worthy lovelineſs ! O leſs of the creatures & more ofthee! © 
open : A paſſage of the well of love & glory on us , dry pits & 
withered trees! O that jewel & flower of heaven! If our Ecloved 
were not miſtaken by us , & unknown to us , he would have ng 
ſcarcity of woorrs&(uirers, he would make heaven & earth both 
ſee, that they cannot quench bis love, for his love is aſca: Oro 
be a thouſand farbomas deep io this (ea of love! He, He Himſelf 
is more excellent theo heaven: for Heayenzasir cometh into the 
ſouls & ſpirirs of the glorified » is dur a creature, & Heis ſome- 
thing, & a great ſome+bing.more then a Creature, Oh whar a life 
were it to fir belide this well of love , & diiok & fing, & ling & 
drink,& then to have deſires & foul-faculrtics ſtrexched&cxtended 
our many thouſand fathoms ia Icngth & breadth, ro rake in (cas 
& rivers of love ! I carneſtly detire tro recommend this lovers 
you , that this love may cauſe you to keep his commandmears, 
& to keep clean fingers, & make clean feet z that ye may walk 
asthe redermed of the Lord. Woe, wor bets them that pur 
on his pame , & shame this love of Chriſt, with a looſe & pro 
life: their feer , roongue , & hands & eyes give a shamelcſ 

ye to the boly Goſpel , which they profeſs, 1 beſeech you io 
the Lord y. keep Chriſt & walk with- him z let not his fairneſs be 
ported & Rained by godleſs living, Oh who can finde in thei 
hearrrofio againſt love? And alove, as the glorified in bea- 
yen chall delight to diveioto, & driok of for ever ; for they are 
evermore drinking in love, & the cup is ſtill at their head, & yea 
withour loathing , for they fill driok, & ſtill defire rojdriok for 
ever & ever, it nor thisa long laſting t Nov if aoydf 
eur n—_——_ profeſing Chriſt Jeſus z have brought 
ghcaulclres poder the hiroke & wich of the Almighty, by yerld 
iog 
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ing to Antichriſt in an bair- breadthybur eſpecially by ſwear) 
& ſubſcribing that blaſphemous Oath, ( which is the Church © 
Ircland'; black hour of tempration,} ] would intreat them, by 
the mercies of God) at their laſt lummonds,to repent ,& openly 
conf-ſs before the world , to the - of the Lord , their de< 
nial of Chriſt : Or otherwiſe, it cither man or woman will 
hand & abide by that Oath, then , in the name & authority of 
the Lord Jeſus, [ let chem fee, that they forfeir their part of hea« 
ven, & let them look for no leſs, then a back- burden of the pure 
vomixed wrath of God , & the plague of Apoſtates & deniers of 
our Lord Jeſus. Let not meza ſtranger to you; whonever ſaw 
your face inthe flesb , be thought bold in writing royou: For 
the hope I have of a glorious Church in thatland , and the love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth me. I know , the worthy ſervants of 
Chriſt, who once labour:d among you, ceaſe not to write to 
you alſo ; & I shall defirero be excuſed that I doc joyn with 
them. Pray for your Siſter Church in Scorland , & ler me cn 
treat you for the aid of your prayers for my (clf,& flock, & mini- 
ſiery » & my fear of a tranſportation from this place of the 
Loid's vineyard, Now the very God of peace ſanRtifie you 
througbout. Grace be wick you all, 

Anwoth. 1639. Your brother & compenion in the 

Kingdom and patience of leſus Chriſt, S. R. 


— << 


To his reverend © much howoured Brot ber, 


Dr ALEXANDER LIGHTON, 
Chriff ; priſoner in bonds at London. 


Reverend & much honoured priſoner of hope- 

Race, mercy, &peacebetoyou: It was not my part » 

whom our Lord hath colarged, to forger you. bis prico- 
ſover, When I confider,bow long your night bath beeny | think 
Chriſt bath a miode ro put you in free grace's debr , ſo much 
the deeper » as your ſufferings have been of ſo loog a contiou= 
ance. But what if Chriſt gunde you no joy bur publike joy , 
with enlarged and criumphing Zion : Ithiok, Str , ye would: 
love it beſt, co ——— of joy with Zjon; 
S - 


434 MrRuTHERPFOORD'S Epilſt. 27. 
& ro have myſtical Chriſt in Britain halfer & compartner with 
your enlargement, I am fure, your joy, borderiog & neigh. 
bouriog with the joy of Chrift's Bride, wonld be fo much the 
ſweeter that it were publike, Irchought , if Chriſt had halved 
my mercics » and delivered his Bride and not me y that his praj- 
ſes zhould have been double tro what they are: Bur now two rich 
mercics conjoy ned in ones have ſtoln from our Lord more then 
half-praiſes: Oh that mercy should fo beguile, and ſteal a- 
way our counts and acknowledgements ! Forthy Sir , | hope 
I necd not exhort you to goe on, in hoping for the ſalvation 
of God : There hath notbeen fo much taken from your time 
ot caſc & created joyes » as Eternity thall adde to your heaven. 
Ye know, when one day in heaven hath payed you, yea, & over. 
payed your blood , bonds , foirow and ſufterings, that ir 
would trouble angels underſtanding , to lay the count of that 
ſuperplus of, 2/ory , which Eternity can and will give you. O 
but your ſao4-glals of ſufferings and loflr's, comerh to little, 
when it shall bz counted & compared with the glory that abide 
eth you » oa the orher fide ofthe warer } Ye havero leifurero 
rejoyce and ang here z while time gocth about you, and where 
your Pjalms will be short » ther: fore ye will think Ercrviry 
& chc loag diy of heaven , that shall be meaſured with no other 
ſua not borologe, then the long life of the Ancient of dayes ,to 
mcaſure your piailcs , lutle enough for you: if your ſpan- lengrh 
- of time b: cloudy ye cannot but think, yoar Lord can no more 
- *- takeyyour blood & your bands, withour the in» come & recom- 
pw Ice of tice grace, then he would rake the ſufcrings of Pawl, 
"5 oth*r dear ſervants, that were well paid borne beyond all 
counting , Kom 8:18. If the wiſdom of Chrift hath —_ 
uch 


_* *, Amichrift's cye- lore & bis envy, yeare ro thank God, that 


a piece of clay as ye areyis made the fickd of glory towork upoair 
was the potter 8 aim, thar the clay should praiſe kim; & 1 hope it 
ſatisfierh you, that your clay is for his glory. Oh who can ſuffer 
h for ſuch a Lord? & who can lay out in bank enough of 

in, «bares loſſes, rorture, to receive in again the free intereſt 

of ctcrnall glory ? 2 Cor. 4:17. O how advantagious a bat- 

, gainiog is it with ſuch a rich Lord! If your hand & pen had been 
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Epiſt. 27. Letters, 485 
x leiſure to gain glory in = » it had been but paper-glory; 
but the bearing of a publike crols (o long, fos the now contro» 
renced priviledges of thecrown & ſcepter of free King Jeſus, the 
Prince of the Kings of the earth,is glory booked in heaven, Wor 
th & dear Brother , it ye goeto wegh Jeſus his ſweerneſs, ex- 
cellencys glory & beauty , & lay fore againſt him your ounces 
or dracus of Suffering for bimy ye 5hall be ftraitned two wayes, 
1. Ic will be a paio to make th. compariſon , the diſproportion 
being by no anderſtanding imaginable : nay, if heaven's Arich= 
metick & Angels were let ro work , they should never pum- 
ber the degrees of difference. 2, It should ſtrairen you to finde 
a ſcale for the ballance to lay that High & Lofty One, that 0- 
rercranſcending Prince of exc«llency 19to : If your minde could 
fancy as many created heavens, as time hath had minutes , trees 
have had teaves, & clouds bive had rain drops, fince the fiſt one 
of the creation was laid, chey should not make halfafſcaleto bear 
& weigh boundleſs cxecliency into. And therefore the King , 
whole marks ye are bearing, & whoſe dying ye carry about with 
you in your body, is, 0ut of all cry & coaliderationzbcyond & a- 
bore all our thoughts, For my ſelf, I am content ro ſled wpon 
woadcring ſometimes, at the aq but of the borders and 
tki:ts of the incomparable glory,which is io that exaleedPrince: 
&l think,ye could wish for more cars to give him then ye have, 
hace ye _ theſe cars, ye now have given himchall be paſlages 
t9take in the muſick of his glorious yoice. I would fain borh 
lecyc&pray,for a new Bride of lews& Gentiles to our Lord lefus, 
after the Land of graven images shall be laid waſte 3 & rhar our 
Lord[cſus is 60 borſe-back, buoting & purſuing the beaſty vthar 
England & Ireland thall be well {weeped chambers for Chriſt & 
bis righteouſaels ro dwcil in : for he hath opened our graves in 
teeeland, che rwo dead& buried witneſſes are riſen again, Kare 
propheſying. O that Priaces would glory & boaſt chemſclyes,ia 
carrying the train of Chriſt's robe oyal in their arm» ! Ler me 
dic within an half-hour after I have ſeen theSoa of God his rem , 
pic calarged, & the cords of Ieruſalem's teat lengthacd, cotake 
ia 4 more numerous company for aBrids to theSon of God. Oh 
the coracs of foundatian Roge of that houſe, that nev bouſe, 
Hk ; were 


436 Mr RuturrroorD's Epiſt. 28, 
were laid above my grave! © whoean addeto him, who is that 
reattALLfIfhe nd create ſuns & moo 25,vew heavens,thou» 
ſand thouſand degrees more per felt then theſe that now are, and 
again make a new Creation, ten thouſand thouſand degrees in per» 
fetion beyond that new creation, & again ſtill for exernity mul- 
tiplic vew heavens » they shoal4 never ves perfect reſ-mblance 
ofthat infinite excelleacy » order , weights meaſure, beauty & 
ſwcerack that is in him. O how little of bum doe we ſer! O hou 
»ballow are our rhoughts of hin. ! Ob if 1 had pain for him, & 
chame & loſles for bim, & more clay & ſpirits for him, & chat [ 
could goc upon carth without loves d«lirey bope, becauſe Chriſt 
hath es away oy love, delire & hope to heaven with him ! 1 
know » Hortby Sir, your lufcrings for him are your glory ; & 
therefore weary not ! his alvation is near hand, and shall nor 

vary. Pray for me: his gracebe with yOu, 
$: Andrewes, Nov. 22+ Yours in bis ſweet Lord 

1639. Jeſwr, S. R. 


"© 1r HENRY STUART, 


his Wife, & two Daughters, all Pri- 
ſoners of Chrilt at Dublin, 
Rev. 2: 10, Fear none of theſe things , which ye ſhal 
ſuffer , &c, * 
Truly Honoured & Dearly beloved. 
{Om z» inercy & peace beto youy from God our father & 
oor Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Think it not irange , beloved in 
eur Lord Teſus, that Satan can command keyes of priſons & 
bolcs & chains ; this is a picce of the Devil's Princedom , that be 
hath over the world ; interpret & underſtand our Lord well in 
this: be not jealous of his love » though be make devils and 
mea bis uuder-fervants, to ſcour the ruit off your faich & purge 
ou from your droſs. Andlet me charge you» O priſencrs of 
wn. to open yout window, & to look out by faith , behold 
heavens poſt , that ſpeedy & ſwift alyazion of God, that is 
coming to you ; it is a broad river that Faith will not look over, 
ut 15 3 Mighty acd 4 broad (ra that they of a lively bope cannot 
behold 


—_ To OSETESSHEFTECTCEIFLT 


SS Hl TC in = & GE 


_ 


. 
'"” 
&* 
Y1 
q 
4 
o 
» 
4 
4 
[; 
c 
4 


Epilt, 28. Letters. 47 
the furtheſt back & other chorethereof : Look over the 
water , your anchor is fixed within the vail » the oneend ofthe 
cable is about the priſoner of Chriſt, & the other is cored withe 
is the vail, whicther the forerunner is enered for you, Heb, #85 
19,30. It can goe ſtraight thorew the flames of the fire ofthe 
wrath of men , devils s loſſes 4 rorrures death, and nora 
thieed of it be enther or burnt; men and devils have no 
teerh ro buce it in rwo, Hold Eft till be come. Your crot is of 
the colour of heaven & Chriſt, and paſmentred over with the 
fuch and comforts of the Lord's furrbfall Covenant with Scots 
land ; and that dy and colour will abide the foul weather and 
neither be ſtained nor caſt the colour ; yea ir refiefts a ſead, like 
the croſs of Chriſt, whole boly bands » many a day lifted 
to God praying for finners » werefettered and bound, as if che 
blefſed ſtolo and shed innocent blood ; When your 
lovely » lovely Jeſus had no berrer then the thicf's doom » ir 
s 00 wonder, that your proceſs be lawleſs and turned upfide 
down ; for he was taken, fertered , bufkcrred , whipped, ſpir- 
red upon , before he was convidted of any faalt , or ſencenced, 
Oh , ſuch a pair of fufferers and witneſſes z as bigh and royal 
Jcius and 2 poor piece guilty clay marrowed together , m_. 
one yoke ! O bow lovely is the croſs with fach a ſecond ! I 
delerve, that your priſon is enated in God's court, not to keep 
on nt rr > a Your croſs is wnnder 
to reſtore you again (afe ro your brethren & fiſters in Chriſts 
take heaven and Chriſt's back- boad, for a fair back-door our of 
your ſuffering, The Saviour is on his journey with ſalvation & 
deliverance for mount Zion; and the (word of the Lord is drunk 
with blood", and made tat with farnc ; his ſword is bathed 
in heaven , againſt Babylon; forir istbe day of the Lord's ven» 
grance, nite r of recompences for the controverfic of 
Zion: And perſwade your ſelves y the fireams ofthe river of 
Babylen thall be pitch , aod the duſt ofthe land brimftone and 
og picch, Iſs 34:8. And 4 tn joyned 
vich the deliverance of Zion » it shall be two falyarions to you. 
It vere good to be armed hand for death , or bodily tore 
tures for Chriſt , and to think what « crown of hooogr itis, 
Hk 4 thas, 


433 M'RaTtamsxroorDs Epilt. 1f] 
that God hath given you pieces of living clay » to be tortured 
witneſſes for ſaving truth; and that ye Ara & z ar to have 
fome por oſbioos to give out for the crown of that royalLordy 
who bath cauſed you to ayouch himſelf before men. If ye can 
lend Goes of three thouſand pound ficrhog for Chriſt , let bea= 
yen's regiſter and Chriſt's count book keep in reckoning your 
depurſments for him : Itshall be cograven & prioced in (great 
letrers upon heaven's throne, what you are willing to give for 
him: Chiiſt's papers of chat kinde cannot be loſt. or tall by, 
Doe net wonder, to ſeeclay boaſt the great porter , & ro fee 
blinded men threaten the Goſpel with dearth'& burial , & tw» 
raze out Truth's name + bur where will they make a grave for 
the Goſpel & the Lord's bride ! Earth & hellshall be bur little 
bounds for their burial : lay all the clay & rubbigh of this inch 
of the whole carth above our Lord's (pouſe, yerir will oor cover 
her, nor hold her down ; be ball live & not dic, sbe shall be 
hold the (alyation of God. Let your faith friſt God 4 lirtle , & 
be act afraid for a ſmoking fire. brand ; there is more ſmoke in 
Babylor's farnace , then | _ is fire : till doomday hall comes 
they $ball never fee the Kirk of Scotland & our Covenant 
burat to asbes, or if ir should be thrown in the fire, yet it cavvor 
be (© burnt or buried, as not to have a refurreftion: angry clay's 
wind shall ohake none of Chriſt's corn; he will gathergo all his 
wheat into his barn : oncly let your fellowthip with Chriſt be 
renewed; ye are fiber to Chriſt now, when yourare impriſoned 
far bim, then beforcy for now the ſtroakes laid on you, doe come 
in remembrance before our Lord, & he can owne his own 
wounds : a driak of Chrift*s love which is berrer then wiae, 
þ the drink. filver,which Suff:ring for his majeſty leaves behia. 
gc ir: ir is ovt your fins which they perſecute in yous bur God's 
grace , &loyalcy to King Jeſus : rhey ſee no treaſon in you ro 
you Prince, the King of Britain , albrir they fay ſo ; but irs 

caycn in you that earth is fighting agaioſt , & Chriſt is owning 
kirowa cauſe : grace isa party : fice will not burn, oat 
waterdrown : whea chey have caten & druoken you » rhe 
$omack hall b: fick , & they chall (puc you out alive, O 
phat glory is it to be ſutaring abjetts , for che Lord's glory & 
rog® 
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Fpiſt.28. Letrers 439 
royalry | Nay » though his ſervants had a body ro burn far 
eyer, tor this Golpel, (o being chat rriumphing & exalced Jeſus 
hus hugh glory did riſe our of theſe flames, & out ofthat burning 
body; Ok, what a ſweet fire | O what ſoul-refresbing torment 
thould char be * Whaz if the pickles of duſt & ashes of the 
burn & diſſolved body , were muſicians to fing his praiſes, & 
the highoek of that never enough»cxalred Prince of ages? O 
what love is it in him, that be will have fach muſicians, as we 
ares te tune that Plalm of his everlaſting praiſes in heaven! Oh 
what shining& burning flames of love are thole,thar Chriſt will 
divide his hare of life, of heavente glory with you. Luk.22.29. 
1b, 17:24 Rev.3:2 1. Apart ofhis throne,cnc draught of his 
wine(his wine of glory& hife,that comes from under ;h: throne 
of God & ofthe Lamb) & one apple of therree of life will dou 
more then make up all che expences & charges of clay, lent our 
for braven. Oh ! Oh but we have thort & narrow & creeping 
thoughts of Jelus y & doe bur shape Chriſt in our conceptions, 
according to ſome created portraiture! O Angels, lendin your 
belp tro make love-books & longs of our fair & white & ruddy 
ſtzndard-bearer amongſt ten thouſand! O heavens! O heaveo of 
heavens, glorified remnants & eriumphing houſe-holders with 
the Lambyput in aew Plalmsz& love-(onncts of the excellency of 
our bridegroom, & belp us to ſer him on high! O indwellers of 
earth & beaven, (ca & air, & O all ye creared beings , wichin the 
boſom of the ourmoſt circle ofthis great world, Ocome belp ts 
ſet 0n high the praiſes of our Lord! O Furneſs ofcreatures,blusk 
before bus uncreated beauty ! O created Ntrengrh, be acaazedta 
ſtand before your ſtroog Lord of boſts ! O created love, rbivk 
zhame of thy (clſbefore this unparalleled love of heaven? O avgel 
wiſdom, hide thy {elf before our Lord, whoſe anderſtandiog 
pallcth fading out! O (lun io thy thining beauty, for shame put 
on a web of darkneſs,% cover thy (elf before thy brighteſt maſter 
& maker / O who can adde glory by doing or (uffcring, torhis 
neverecnougheadimired and praiſed lover | Oh we can but bring 
our drop to this ſea, and our candle, dim an4 dark asit is , 
to this clcar and lightſom fun of heaven and carch ' Oh bur 
ve have cauſe to diigk tea deathsin one cup dry toſwin 
Hk x through 
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thcough ten ſcas , ro be ax that Land of praiſes , where we chall 
ſce that wonder of wonders, &enjoy this jewel of heavens jewels} 
O death , do-thy outmoſt againſt us! O rorments ! O malice 
of men &devils,waſte thy ſtrength oo the witnefics of our Lord's 
teſtament! O devils, bring hcll ro help you, in rormenting the 
followers ofche Lamb! we will dcfic yoa to make us roo foon 
hippy, & to wafte us roo ſoon over the water rorthe land » where 
th: noble plant, the plant of renown, groweth. O cruel Time, 
vhat rormears us & ſuſpends our deareſt enjoyments, that we 
wait for » when weghall be bathed & ſterped, ſoul & body,down 
inthe depths of this love of loves! O Time, Iſay, ruofaſt' © 
motions, mcnd your pace! O Welbeloved, be like a young Roe 
upon the mgancains of Separations! Poſts peſt; & haſten our des 
fred & hungered- for mecticgy love is fick to hear tell of ro mor. 
ro : And what then can come wrong to you » O bonowrable 
witneſſes of his Kingly truth t Men have no more of you to 
work upon, but ſome few inches & ſpan-lengrhs of lick, _ - 
ing & flegmatick clay : your fpirics are above rheir bencher, 
courts, or High Commiſſions: your ſouls, your love to Chriſt, 
your faith, canot be ſummoned nor ſentenced, nor accuſed, nor 
condemned Pope, Deputy, Prelat, Kulcr or Tyrant = 
fith is a free Lord, & cannot be a captive: all the malice | 
& earth, can but hurt the ſcabbard of beleever ; & death at the 
worſt can gerburt aclay pawne in keeping, rill your Lord make 
the King's keys & open your graves. herefore wpon luck's 
bead ( as weuſe to (ay) rake your fill ofhis love , and let a poſt 
way or cauſty belaid , berwixt your priſon and heaven, and 
gee up & vific your treaſure. Enjoy your Beloved, and dwell 
up00 his love, till Eternity come in Time's room, & poſleſs you 
of your etcrnal happineſs : Keep your love to Chiiſt , lay up 
your faith in heaven's keeping ; & follow the chief ofthe houſe 
ofrhe Martyrs. that witneſſed a fair confeſſion before Pontius 
Pilate; your cauſe and his is all one. The oppoſers of his cauſe 
ure like drunken Judges & tranſported, who in their cups would 
make Afts & Lawcs-in their drunken courts;that the Sun chould 
pot riſe and shioe on the earth, and ſend their Officers & Purſe- 
vants,to Charge the Sun and Moon to give 80 More light to — 
| world; 
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Epilt. 28. |  Lerters. 491 
world; & wouldenat inthcir Court-bookes, that the Sea aft. x 
once ebbing sbould never flow again : But would nor the Sug 
& Moon & Sea break theſe Afts, & keep their Creator's direc= 
tions? The Devil, the great fool, & father oftheſe under. tools, 
is older & more malicious then wiſe, that ſers the ſpirits incarth 
on work, ro contend & clath with heaven's wiſdom , & to give 
mandars and law-ſummondsto our Sun , to our great Sear cf 
heaven» Jeſus » not rothine, 10 the beauty of his Goſpel, ro 
the choſen and bought ones. O thou fair and faireſt Sun «of 
nghteeuſneſs » ariſe and thine in thy ſtrength , whether earth 
and bell will or not. O ViRtoriour, .) Royal, O ftout Prince. 
ly ſoul-conquerer » ride projperecy's upon truth , flreatch out 
thy Scepter , 4s far as the Sun thines & the Moon waxeth and 
waineth ; Put on thy gliftering crewn, O thou maker of Kings, 
oY make bt one fride , or one flep of the whole carth, & trarell 
in the prearneſs of by firenggh, iſe G3: I» 2. & let thy appard 
be red, & all dyed with the 61 thy cnempgs: Thou ars fallen 
righteous heire by line to the oms of the world. Laugh ye 
at the | pr clay pots,&ſtout brain- fick worms,that dare 
lay in good earneſt, this man thall not reign over us: as though 
they were caſting the dice,for Chriſt's crown, who of them $ball 
hayeit. I know » yebeleeyerhe coming of Chrift's Kingdom , 
and thar chereis a hole our of your priſoo, chrough a ke 
day-light : let nor faith be dazled with the rempration from a 
dying Deputy » & from alick Prelate ; belceve under a cloud, 
& wait for him » when there is no moon- light norſtar-lighe : 
Let faith live & breath , and lay bold on the (ure (alvation of 
God z when clouds and darkneſs are about you, and appearance 
of rorring inthe priſon before you ; rake herd of unbeleeviog 
hearts, which cao father lies upon Chriſt; beware of , Doerh bis 
promiſe frilſor evermoret Pſal. 97.8. For it was a man, & nor 
God,that Gaidit>whodreamed that apromiſc ofGod could fail,fall 
a ſwoon or dic: we can make God Gck or his promiſes weak,whea 
veare pleaſed ro ſeek a plea with Chriſt. O ſwcer ! O ſour 
word of faith » Job. 1 3, vi 15+ 7 bough be ſlay me, yet will [ 
truſt in bim. O ſweet Epitaph, writtcn onthe grave-ſtone of a 
dying beleeyer } Town, i died boping, & my duſt Y asbes 
elerve 


492 Mr RutTnrnxrFoorD's Epiſt. 29; 
belerve life. Faith's eyes, that can ſee thorow a Mill ſtone, can 
ſce thorow 2 gloom of God , and under it read God's choughts 
of love and peace. Hold faſt Chriſtina the dark : _y Ye shall 
ſec the ſalvation of God. Your adverſaries arc ripe and dry for 
the fire, yer alittle while and they shall goe up in a flame : the 
breath of the Lord, like a river of brimſtooe, shall kindle abour 
them, Iſa. yo: 33, What | wrirtero one, I wricero you all, 
that are ſound hearted inthat Kingdom, whom, in the bowels of 
Chriſt, 1 would exhort , not to roach that Oath; albeit the 
adverſaries put a fair meaning on ir, yer the ſwearer mult ſwear 
according to the profeſſed intent & godlefs praftife of the oaths 
makers , which is known to the world ; otherwiſe 1 mig he 
ſwear, that th: Creed is falſe, according to this private mean- 
ing & (caſe pur upon it, Oh let them pot be beguiled » ro wash 
perjury and the denial of Chriſt and the Goſpel with ink water , 
fome foul and rotten diſtintions. Wasb and wash apaio and 
agaiathe devil & rhelye, ir shall be long ere their skin be whire, 
I profeſs, it should Bcſeem men of great parts, rather then me, 
to write to you; bur I love your Cauſe , & defire to be excuſed, 
and muſt inrreat for the belp of your prayers, ic this my weighty 
charge here , forthe Univerfity & Pulpit, & that ye would 
intreat your acquaintanccalſo to help me, Grace be with you 
all. Amen, 

St. Andrewes. Your brother & companion in the pati- 


1640. ence & Kingdom of leſus Chriſt, S. R. 


For Miſtres PONT 

priſoner at Dublin* 

Worthy & dear Miſtreſ.. 

| » mercy & peace be to you. The cauſe ye ſuffer for, 
& yu williognels to ſuffer,is ground enough of acquaint» 
ance » tor meto write to you ; although I doe cootels my 
{elf unable, ro ſpeak for a priſoner of Chriſt's encouragemenr, [ 
koow, ye haycadvantage —— us, who arc ot under ſuffer- 
1og : for your fighing (Pſal. 102, 26.) isa written bill, ſor 
the cars of your Head , the Lord Iefus; and your breathiog » 
| Lam. 
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Epiſt- 29+ Letters. 493 
Lam. 3. 5 i. and your looking up , Pjal. 5:3. &% 69: 3. And 
therefore your meaning half ſpoxen , half unſpoken » vwillſcck 
no jaylor's leave bur wil! goe ro heayen withour leave of Prelat 
or Deputy » & beheartily welcome: fo that ye may ſigh and 
roan our your mind ro him x vho hath all the keycs of the 
King's three Kingdoms and dominons. I dare bcleeye your 
shall nordic 3 your trouble is a part of Jon's burning » 

and ye koow who guides —_ furnaces and who loves the 
ashes of bis burot Bride , cauſc his ſervants leve them Pſat. 
104, 14. I belerve your ather , if ye were buror ſor this cauſe , 
chajl praiſe bim! For the wrath of men & their malice shall make 
a plalm to praiſe the Lord, Pal. 76: 10, & ther: fore ſtand fill 
& behold & ſce what the Lord is ro doe for this Ilind ;his work 
is perſeft, Dent. 32: 4, the nations bave not ſcenthe laſt end of 
bis work; his end is more fir & more glorious then the begin» 
ning. Ye have more honour then ye can be able to guide wellzin 
that your bonds are made heavy for luch an honourable caule. 
The ſcals of a controlled Goſpel, & the ſeals by bonds & blood 
& ſufferings, are not commrtcd to every ordinary profeſſour, 
Some that would back Chriſt honeſtly in ſumimer-rime, would 
but (pal the beauty of the Goſp#l , if they were pur to ſaffer- 
ing. And therefore let us beleeve , that wiſdom diſpenſuh to 
every one here, aghe thinks gotd v ho bears them up that bear 
the croſs; & fince our Lord hath pur you to that party which was 
the flower of his own ſufferings, we all expeR, rhat as ye have in 
the ſtrength of our Caprain begun , fo ye will gore oa withour 
fiintiog. Providence maketh ufc of men & devils, for the refining 
of all che veſſels God's houſe , ſmall & grear , and for d1ing 
ol two works at once in you, both for (mothing of a ſtone, ro 
make it take bond with Chriſt, in Jeruſalem*s wall ; and far 
vicoefſing to the glory of this reproached & born-down Goſpel, 
which cannot die, though bell were made a grave about it. Ic 
chall be timous joy for you, rodivide joy betwixr you & Chriſt's 
laughing Brides 1n theſe three Kingdoms : and whar if yoar 
mourning continuetill myſtical Chriſt in Ircland & in Britain 
& ye laugh both together? your laughing and joy were the more 
blelſed, thatone fun thouid thine upon Chriſt , the Goſpel , 
aaJ 
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& you , laughing altogether , in theſe three Kingdoms, You 
eime js mealured, & your dayes & hours of (ufferiag from erer- 
nity were by infinite wiſdom confidered ;- If heaven recome 
penſc not to your own miade inches offorrow , then I muſt ay, 
that infinite mercy cannot get you pleaſed: butif the firſt ki 
of the white and ruddy cheek of the ftandard-bearer and chief 
among ren thouſand(Cant. 5:10.) thall over-pay your priſon, 
at Dublin in Ireland, theo ye 5hall have no counts unan({wered, 
to give- into Chriſt; if your faith cannor (ee a nearer term-day; 
yer let me charge your hope to give Chriſta new day, till eter. 
nity & time mein one point: a payed ſumme; if ever paycd, is 

ed if no day be broken tothe hungry creditour:take heaven's 
[ldaubſeribed obligation for the 4 nin" 14:3.1fHope 
can truſt Chriſt, 1 know he can,& will pay: but when all is done 
& ſuffered by yous ten hundred deaths for lovely, lovely Jeſus, 
is but crernitice*s halk-penoy ; figures & Cyphers cannot lay the 
proportion. O but the ſuver.plus of Chriſt's glory is broad & 
large ! Chriſt's Item's ofcrernal glory arc hard & cumberſom 
torell,& if ye borrow by faich & hope ten dayes,or tco hundred 
years from that exernity of glory, Thar abides you , ye are payed 
& more in your own band. Therefore, O priſoners of hope, wait 
on: poſtiog, baſting ſalvation leeps not. Antichriſt is bleeding, 
& in the way to death 3 & he bircs foreſt, when he bleeds fal. 
teſt, Keep your idrelligence berwixt you & heaven , & your 
court with Chriſt : - be hath in heaven the. keyes of your pri» 
ſon, & can ſet you-at liberty when be pleaſerh : His rich 
yu ſupport you. I pray you help me wich your prayers. Grace 

ce with you, 


Sr Andrews Your brother in the patience & Kings 
1640. dom of Jeſus Chriſt. S.R. 


—_— JAMES WILSON. 


Dear Brother. 
Race mercy & peace be multiplied upon you : I bleſs our 
G rich & onely wiſe Lord , who careth (o for his new creq- 
tion, thar be is going overit again, & tryio every piece in yaw 
& blowing away the mores of his new work in you. Alas ! 1 
am 
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= fo fit a Phyfician, as your diſcaſe requirerh: ſweet, ſwcer, 


lovely Jeſus be your Phyſician » where his under-Chirurgiang 
cannot doe aoy thing for purtiog in order the wheels , paces» & 
ings of a marred ſoul. I have little time 5 bur yet the Lord 
ath made me ſo concern my ſ(clfin your condition , that I dow 
not, I dare not be alrogerher Gilent. Firſt, ye doubs ſrom. 2 Cor, 
13:V.5. wheahber __ in Chriſt or not ; & (o, whether ye be @ 
reprobate or net f J anſwer threethings to the doubt, 1. Ye 
ove charity to all mengbur moſt of all, rolovely & leving Jeſas, 
& (ome alſo ro your (clf , eſpecially ro your renewed ſelf; becauſe 
our new ſel} 1s pot yours bur agorher Lord's, even the work of 
is own Spirit: therefore ro lander his work is to wrong him- 
ſelf: Love thinketh no evil:if ye love Grace, think nor ill of Grace 
in your (elt; & ye think ill of Grace in your (elf, when ye make 
it bur a baſtard aud a work of nature ; for a holy fear thatye be 
not Chriſt's, and withall a care avd a defire to be his, & nor your 
own , is not» nay cannot be baftard nature, The great Ad. 
yocate pleaderh hard for you , be upon the Advocarte*s fite, O 
poor feared client of Chriſt! ftay & fide with ſuch a lover , who 
pleaderb for no other man's goods bur his own; (for be, 1ft 
may ſay ſo, ſcorn«th ro be eoriched with an unjuſt conqueſt) 
and yet he pleaderh for you , whereof your letter ( though roo 
toofull of jealouſic) is a proct: forif ye were not his » your 
thoughts , which I hope are but the ſuggeſtion of bis Spirir, 
( that onel —_ the matrer in debate y. to make ir (lure ts 
you) would nor be ſuch, nor fo (crious as theſe » am I his ? or 
whoſe am 1 2+ Dareye forſwear your owner, and ſay in 
cold blood , Im not bis? what natureor corruption faith ar 
ſtarts in you , 1 regard not: your thoughts of your (elf, when 
fin and guilrineſs rownd you in the ear , and when ye hayea fight 
of your deſervings , are Apocrypha and not Scripture , 1 hope. 
Hear what the Lord faith of you , be will ſpeak peace: if your 
Maſter ſay , 1 yr_ I hall then bid you cat asbes for bread, 
and drink waters Int and wormwood. But howbcic Chriſt 
out of his own mouth should ſeem to ſay , I came not for thee, 
as hedid Matth, 15: 24» yetlet mefay , The words of temp- 
ting Jeſus arc not to be Biatched as Scrigture, beyond bisiogen- 
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tion » ſering his inteation 18 ſpeaking them'is ro ſtrengthen, 
wot ro deceive : & therefore here Faith may contradict wha 
Chriſt ſcemeth ar firſt coſay , and ſo may ye, Icharge you 
by the mercies of God , be not that cruel ro Grace and the 
mew births as to caſt watzr on your own coal by misb*licf; Ifye 
maſt die (as I know yeshall not) it werea folly ro flay your 
ſelf. 3. I hope y ye love the new birth & aclaimrto Chiiſt, bow. 
brir ye dow not makeitgood ; & if ye were in hell , & fGw the 
heavenly faceof lovely , ten thouſand times lovely Jeſus , tha 
hath God's ber, and God's fair , fair and comely red ard white, 
wherewith ir is beautified beyond compariſon and imagiuation, 
e could not forbear roſay, Oh! if Icould but blow a ki 
bow my fiofull mourh , from bell up co beaven , upon his 
checks , that ate as a bed of ſpices z as ſweet flowers z Cant. 5; 
V. 13+ thope yedareſay, O faireſt fight of heaven | © bound. 
leſs maſs of crucified & flain love jor me , pioe me leave to with 
to love thee! O flower and bloom of beaven & earth's low! 
O Angel: wonder | O thou, the Fathr's eternally ſealed 
love !- & O thou, God's old delight , groe me leave ro land 
beſide thy love, & look-in & wonder, & give me leave ty 
wich to love thee, if I can doe no more, 2, We being bors 
in Atheiſm , & bairns of the houſe that we are come off > it & 
no new thing » my dear Brother , for us robe under jealoufin 
& miſtakes, about the love of God: what think ye ofthis , tha 
the man Chrift was tempted to beleevey there were bur twoPess 
ſons in the bleſſed God head, & that the Son of God, the ſubſtas 
tial & cotternal Son, was not the lawfull Son of God? Did rot 
Satao ſay, If chou be the Son of God ? 3. Ye lay z that ye hno# 
not what te doc! Your Head ſaid once that ame word, or t& 
far from it, Job. 12:27. Now is my ſoul troubled ,- and wh 
thall l ſay! & faith anſwered Chrift's bat (hall 1 ſay? with 
theſe words , O tempted Saviour, arkeft thou, Whar shall | (ayi 
ſay, prey, Father ſave me from this bour. What courſe canye 
take , bur pray & frift Chriſt his own comforts ? He is no dy 
vour , take his word, Oh (lay ye) I cannot pray ! Art. 
Honeſt ſighivg is fairh breatbing & whiſphering bim io the ear: 
the liſeis oot our of aigh,, where there is ſighing , looking * 
vi 
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= R—_ & breathing rowards God , Lazr, 3: 36, *% 
not thine ear at my breathing. But what shall 1 doe in ſpiritudl 
exerciſes, ye ſay? Anſ. 1. 1t ye knew particularly what to deeg 
ic were not a ſpiritual exerciſe. 3. In my weak judgemear $ | 
would fir(t ſay I will glorifie God in beleeving David's Salvas | 
tion, & the Bride's Marriage with the Lamb; & love theChur« | 
<<"; ſlain buzband,althougb I cannot for the preſent beleeve mins | 
own Salvation. 3. Say 1 will not paſs from my claim , ſuppoſe 
Cbrift would paſs from bis claim to me g it shall not goe back 
upon my fide : howbeit my love ro him be not worth a drink. of 
water, yes Chriſt hp ave it ſuch as it is. 4. Say, I shall rad 
ther ſpill ewenty prayers,then not pray as all;let my broken words | 
goe up to heaven: when they come up into the great Ange s \uryio | 
cenſer, thas compaſſionat Advacate will put together my broken 

rayers Cf per/ume them: Words are bur Accidents of Prayer. | 
Oh (ſay ye) I am ſlain with bardneſs of heart ; & troubled with 
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elf conſuſed & melancholious thoughts ? Anſ. {My dear Brother , 

led Y What would ye conclude thence ? that ye know not well who | 
md Y ought you? 1 grant , Oh my heart is bard | Ob my thoughts of | 
1" faiibleſs ſorrow! Ergo, I know not who ought me » were good | 
Ie ff Logick in heaven amongſt Angels & the glorified; bur dowe in 

 & I Chiiſt's Hoſpical, where fick & diſtempered fouls are under cure, 

fies F ic is 00t worth a ſtraw. Give Chriſt cime to end his work in your 

bat I heart: hold on in feeling & bewailing your bardaeſs ; for that is 

«| ſoſcneſs ro feel hardneſs. 2, I charge you » to make Plalms of | 
a Y Chrilt's praiſes, for his begun work of Grace; make Chriſt yous | 
vot © Muſick & your ſong,for complaining & ferlipg of want doath 

wo I often ſwallow up yourPraiſes, What think ye ofrboſe, who goe ts 

hor I bell, never troubled with ſuch thoughts? If your CR. 

ha | way to hell, God help me; I have acold _has blow at » and a | 
yith Y blank paper for heaven; I give you Chriſt caution, & my heaven 


ſurety for your Salvation, Lend Chriſt your Melancholy ;, fog 

Saran bath no right ro make a chamber in your Melancboly , | 

borrew joy & comforts from the Comforter; bid the Spirit dog | 

bis office in you ; & remember , that faith is ove things and 

the feeling & notice of faith another : God forbid thar feeling | 

vere Proprigm quario ES ; Cithatthiowers + 
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good reaſoning » No feeling, no grace: | am ſure, ye were nor 
alwaycs theſe tweary years by-paſt , aually knowing that ye 
live, yet all this time ye arc living : (o is it with the life of 
ich. But Alas! Dear Brother , it is cafic for metoſpeak 
words & ſyllabes of peace » bur Tſe. 57: 19- tdlleth you, I 
Create peace: there is bur one Creator ye know : Othar ye 


may get a Letter of peace (cot you from heaven! Pray for mey/ 


& for grace to be faithfull , & giftsto be able with tongue & 
pen to gloritic God. I forget you not. 


S$t. Andrewes Jan. $.1640, Yours in hig ſweet LordTeſus,S.Re 


To my Lady B © D. 


MADAM. 

rm your La: letter: but becauſe I was ftill goin 

through the countrey for the affairs of theChurch, I have 
notimeto anſweric, Ihad never more cauſe ro fear » then 1 
have now , when my Lord hath reſtored me to my ſecond crea» 
ted heaven on earth, & hath rurned my apprehended fears into 
joyes, and great deliveranceto his Church, whereof | have my 
charcand patt, Alas that weeping prayers » anſwered and ſent 
back from heaven with jay , chould not have langhiog prai.. 
fer} O that this land would repent » and lay ens of 
pps the rop of fair mount Zion. Madam, except 
this be hambled, a Reformatien is rather my wonder, 
then belief 3" ar this rime: bur ſurely it muſt bea wonder , and 
what is done already is a wonder : our Lord muſt reftore beauty 
to his Churches 27" Ta kire; for we were ſold without , 

and now our repent them of the ain, and wou 

ladly give agath better cheap then tang = us: & 

crourtd Facob , abd tat up his people as bread: now Facob i 
own a living childe in their womb, and they would fain be 
dclivercd of the childe , and render the birth : Our Lord $hall 
be midwife, O that this lacd be rot like Ephrarm , an un- 
wiſe ſon, that flayerh tos long in the place of breaking forth 
Webildren! Your La: is blefied with children 4 who arc bo» 
rourcd ro build ap Chiilt's waſte places again, ans > 
, F $4 
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La: willthiok them well beſtowed on that work , and that 
Zion's beauty is your joy : this is a mark andevidence for hea= 
ven , which helperh weak ones to hold their grip » when other 
marks fail them. | hope your La: isata good underRanding, 
with Chriſt; and that, as becometh a Chriſtian, ye #ake bim up 
aripht, (for many miſtake and miſshape Chriſt) tn his comings : 
es goingy. Your wants and falls proclaim, ye bave nothing of 
our own , but what ye borrow ; (nay , your ſelf is nor your 
own) bur Chriſt hath given himſclfro you : Put Chriſt rathe 
bank , and beaven hall be your intereſt and income: Love 
him , for ye canoor over=love bim; Take vp your houſe in 
Chriſt,let him dwell in youz and abide ye in him; & then ye may 
look out of Chriſt, and laugh at the clay-heavens , = the 
ſons of men are ſceking»afrer , in this fide ofthe water, Chriſt 
mindeth to make your loſſes grace*s great advantage. Chriſt 
will loſe nothing of you , nay , not your fins; for hebathag 
uſe for them » aſwell as for your ſervice, howbeirt ye are to 
loath your ſ=If for theſe. 1 hope ye ferch all the heaven, ye 
have kerein this life , from that whichy above, and that 
your anchor is caſten as bigh and ie ot O bur it's far 
& many a mile ro his bottom ?' If 1 h n loog ſince, as [ 
doc now , (though ſtill, alas! I am ignorant) what was in 
Chriſt , I would nor hayebcen ſo late y in ſtarting to the gate 
ro ſeek him, O what can I doe or ſay to hit , who bath made 
the North render me back again! Agravcisnoſure priſon to 
him » for the keeping of dry bones. Woe's me that my foolish 
ſorrow aod unbelicf , being on horſe. back, did ride ſo proud- 
ly & witleſly , over my Lord's Providence : but when my Faith 
was aſleep » Chriſt was awakez & now, wheqTlam awake, I 
ſay » be did all things well. O infioitewiſdom ! O income, 
able loving kindacſs! Alas that the heart I have is (© lictle 
& worthleſs, for fuch a Lord as Chriſt is! O what oddes 
finde the ſaints in bard trials > when they feel ſap ar their 
roots » berwixt ther and ſun-burne withered profeſſors: 
croſſes aovd ſtorms cauſe them to caſt their blooms and 
leaves; poor worldlings » what will ye doe , when the 
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sbe papagges of Providence is turned to you ? 1 pur up all the 
favours,yc have beſtowed on my Brother,vpon Chriſt's [corey in 
whoſe book are many ſuch counts, & who will require them, 1 
ish youto be builded morc& more upon the ſtone laid 10 Zion, 
& then ye sball bethe more fir ro have a hand, in rebuitling 
ourLord's fallen tabernacle, in this land, in which ye $ball fiade 
great peace, when ye come to Zrips with Death, the King of 
rerrours. The God of peace be with your La: and keep you 
blamcleſs till rbe day of evr Lord Jcſus. 
$t Andrews. Your La: at all obedience inhis ſweet 
Lord & Maſter, S. R. 


To bis very dear friend 
J OUnN FRHMNSSEST 


Much honoured & dear friend. 

Race, mercy & peace bero you: The neceſſary impedi. 

ments of my calling have hitherto kepr me from making 
arcturnto your lt hcads whereof I sball now briefly aol- 
wer, As. 1. 1p going rothe fountain , when your 
own Ciſterne is dry : "Wirffterence there muſt be berwixrt Chriſt's 
w:I] & your borrowed water z & why but ye baye need of eme 
ptioeſs & drying up , aſwell as ye have necd of the well want 
& a bole there muſt be io our veſilel, ro leave room to Chriſt's 
art; his well kathir's own need of thirſty drinkers, ro com- 
mend infinite love , which from ercruity did brew fuch a cellar 
of living waters for us. Ye commend his free love 3; & it's well 
done: Chifl1 could help you, & ifI could be maſter-conveen» 
cr, togathcr an carth-full & an heaven-full ofrongues, dipped 
and ſtceped in my Lord's well of love. or his wine of love, even 
tongues drunken with his lovez to raiſe a ſoog ofpraiſes ro him» 
berwixt the Eaſt & Weſt-end & furtheſt points of the broad hea- 
vens / If | wercein yourcaſe (as alas ! my dry & dead heart is 
Bot row in that garden) 1 would borrow leave rocome,S ſtand 
upon the banks & coaſts of that ſea of love , & be a feafted ſoul, 
to ſec Love's fairtidey free Love's high and lofty waves, each of 
them bigher then rea carchs, flowing invpop picces ofloſt on 
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O welcome » welcome , great ſea | O if Thad as much love for 
widene(s and breadth » as zwenty outmoſt shells and ſpheres 
of the heaven of heavens , that I might reccive-ina little flood 
of his free love ! Come, come » dear Friend , and be painedy 
that the King's wine=cellar of free love , and his banqueating 
houſe(O fo wide, fo ſtnrcly! O Gods like , (o glory= 
like!) should be ſo abundant , fo tg. and your Sthal- 
low veſlcl ſo little,torakein ſome part of that love: bur fince 
ir cannor come 10 VOU z for want of room z Enter your ſelf in 
this (ca of love , & breath under theſe waters» & die of love, 
& live as onz dead & drowned ofthis Love, But why doeye 
complain of waters goi:1g over your foul ,. & that the ſmoke of 
the terrors of a wrathfull Lord , doeth almoſt ſuffocate you, & 
bring you to dearh*s brink 2 1 know the fault isio your eyes » 
not in bim ; it is not the rock that fleeth & moveth, bur the 
reen ſailer : If your ſenſe & apprehention be made judge of his 
-_ » there is a graven image made preſently , even a changed 
God, & a foe» God , who was once (when ye wasbed your eps 
with butter, & the rock poured you out rivers of oyl. Job. 24:6.) 
a friend God: Either now or never Ict God work: ye had never, 
fince ye was a many fucha fair field for faith; for a painted hell 
& an apprehenion of wrath in your fatherzis taith's opportunity 
to try what ſtreygthis in it; now give God as large a meaſure of 
charity as y< have of forrow ; now ſee fatth to be faith indeed » 
if ye cantyake your gravebetwixt Chiilt's feet, & ſay, Though 
be should flay me, I will truft in bim; bis belceved-love th 
my winding theet, eo all my prave-cloaths; I (hall relley ſowe= 
in my ſoul, my flair ſoul,mm hu web,his ſweet © free love; & lex 
him write upon my grave Herelicth a belceving dead man » 
breathing out , & making an hole in death's broad ſide, and the 
breath of faith cometh for:tb through the hole, See now if ye cam 
overcome & prevail with God , & wreſtle God's rempring to 
death quic out of breath, as that renowned wreſtler did , Hosb. 
12: 3. And by bis flrenpth be had power with God. v. 4. Yes 
be had power over the Angel & prevailed, Heis a ſtrong man 
indeed who overmatcherth heaven's ſtrength, and the holy One 
of I/ract , the ſtrong Lord ; which is done by a ſeerer ſuppl 
1 # 
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of divine NRrength within, wherewith the weakeſt be: 
ireogrhned , overcome and conquer. It chall be great victory 
to blow out the flame of that tarnace, ye are now in, with the 
breath of fairh ; and when hell > men malice , cruclry , fall- 
bood , Devils, theſceming glooms of a (weer Lord , meet 
in the teeth, if ye then as a captive of Hope, as one fertered 
tm Hope's priſon » ranrs your ſtrong bold, cyen from God 
looming, to God glooming , & belecye the faly ation of the 
Lord in the dark , which is your oncly viftory : your enemies 
are bur picces of malitious clay , they shall dic as men and be 
confounded. Bur that your troubles are many at once, & ar- 
rowscome in from all airths z from countrey , friends, wiſe, 
children, foes, eſtate, & right dawn from God, who is the hope 
& ſtay of your ſoul, 1 conlckis more, & very heavy to be born; 
yer all theſe arenort more then Gracezall theſe birs of coals; cal- 
ren in your ſea of mercyzcannot dry it up; your troubles are ma. 
ny & great, yer not a ounce» weight beyond the meaſure of 
infinite wiſdom , I hopey nor beyond the meaſure of grace,thx 
be is to beſtow ; for our Lord neyer yet brake the back of hi 
ebilde ; nor (pile big own work; nature's plaſtering & counter. 
fir woPk he docth often break in sheards, & purrerh our a candle 
not lighted at rhe Sun of rigbreouſneſs ; bur be muſt cherish by 
own reeds, & handle them ſoftly 3 never a recd gerterh a thruſt 
with the Mediator's hand , to lay together the two ends of the 
reed. O what bonds & ligaments bath our Chirurgion of broken 
ſpirits, co binde up all his lame & bruiſed ones with $ caſt pd 
sjoyored ſpirit in his lap, & lay your burden upon one, whoi 
ſo williog to take your cares & your fears off you, ro exchang 
& niffer your croffcs,& to give you new farold,s gold for iron, 
even to givoyou garments of praiſc for the ſpirix of heavineh, 
Jr's true 1n a great part what ye write of this Kirk, char the lerter 
of Religion onely ts reformed, & ſcarce that:,| doe not beleere, 
our Lord will baild bis Ziow in this land, upon this skin of Re 
formation : ſo long as our ſeum remaineth , & our heart-idol 
arc keeped » this work muſt beat a ſtand; & therefore our Lord 
maſt yer fift this land, and ſearch us with candles ; and I knov, 
be »hall giveand not ſcllus bis Kingdom, His Grace and os: 
- remanany 
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remaining guileineſs muſt be compared , & the one mauſt be 
ſcen in the glory of ft, and the other in the finfulneſs ofit : But 
] defire ro brlreve , and would gladly _—_ ſee , thar the 
glancing and hining luſter of glory,comiog trom the diamonds 
and ſtones ſet in the crown of our Lord Jeſus , zhall caſt rayes 
and beams many thouſand miles about, I hope, Chriſtis upon 
a great Marriage » and that his wooing and _ excele 
leat Bride y doeth takeir's beginning from us , theends of the 
earth. O what joy and what glory would 1 judge it , if my bez- 
yen should be ſuſpended, rill I might haye leave to run on foer, 
to be a witneſs of that Marriage glory, and ſee Chriſtpur onthe 
glory ofhis laſt married Bride , and his laſt Marriage love on 
carth, when he shall enlarge his love-bed, and ſer tt upon the 
top of the meuntains , and take in the elder Siſter, the Jewes » 
and the fulneſs of the Genviles | It were beaven's bonour & 
glory upon earth , to be hislackey , torun at his horſe» foor , 
and hold up the train of his Marriage-robe-royal , in the day of 
our high and royal Solomon's cſpouſals. But O what glory to 
have a ſcat or bed in King Teſus bis chariot » thatis borromed 
with gold , & paved, & lincd over and floored within with 
Love , for the daughters of leruſalem | Cant. 3; 10. Tlie 
upon ſuch a King's love , were a bed next rethe flower of hea 
ven's glory. Iam ſorry to hear you [peak in your Letter, of 
a Ged angey at you, and of the ſenſe of his indignation which 
onely ariſerh from ſufteriag for Jeſus , all rhat is now come 
upon you: Indeed apprebended wrath flameth out of ſuch 
ashes as apprebended fin;bur not from ſuffering ſor Chrift: Bor 
ſuppoſe ye were in hell , for by-gones & for old debt, Ih 
ye ove Chriſt a grear ſumme of charity, to belceve t 
ſweerneſs of bis love: I know what it is to fin is that kinde, 
it is to fig out (if it were potfible) the unchangeablenche of a 
Godhead out of Chrift, andro firr = a lovely & unchange- 
able God, Put more honeſt appreheofions upon Chriſt, pur 
on his own mask upon his face, and not your vail made of 
unbelicf , which ſpeakerh , as ifhe borrowed love to you, 
from you , and your demerits and finfull deſervings. Ob oof 
Chriſt is man, but kc is nor like map 5 be bath mao*s love in 
li 4 hearcy 
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heaven » butir is luſtercd with God's love , & it is very God's 
loye, ye hare rodoe with : When your wheels goc about , he 

ſtill: Let God be God,& be yea man, & have ye the de. 
ſecrviog of man & the fin of one , who hath ſuffered your Wele 
beloved to flip away» nay bath refuſed him entrance , when he 

,was knockiog » till his bead & locks were frozen: Yet whas ig 
that co him? bis book keeperh your name, & is not printed 2nd 
reprinted & changed & correfted : And why but he should goe 
to bis place & hide bimſclf Howbcir his Departure be his own 
good work, yet the belief of it io that manner is your lin ; Bur 
wait 00 till he reryrn with Salvation, & caule you rejoyce in the 
latter end. It is not much ro complain: but rather belerve chen 
cowplaio, & fic in the duſt & cloſe your mouth , till be make 
your ſown light grow again; for your affli tions arc not cternaly 
Time will end them, & ſo shall year length ſee the Lord's ſalva- 
tiqn : his love fleepeth not , bur is ill in working for you , 
his Salvation will oot tarry, nor linger 3 & Suffering for him is 
.Ehe nobleſt craſs that is out of heaven ; Your Lord bath the 
waile & cheice of ren thouſand other crolſes betide ris, to ex- 
erciſc you withall; but his wiſdom & his love wailed & chookd 
our rhis for you, belide them all , & take it as a chaice one » & 
make uſc of it, ſo as ye look to this world as your ſep-mother, 
io your borrowed priſon : For it is a love-look ro heaven & the 
other fide ofrhe water , that God ſceketh : & rhis is the fruit , 
the flower & bloom growiog out of your cro(s, that ye be a dead 
man to time,to clay,to gold,to countrey, to friends, wife;child- 
Ten, & all pieces of created nothings, for in thera there is nor a 
ſcat nor bottom for ſoul's love. O what room is for your Love 
(if it were as broad as the ſea) .up ia heaven and in God ! and 
what would not Chriſt give for your love? God gave ſo much 
for your ſoul,S&bleſſed are yea ye have a love for himz&can call 
zo your ſoul's love from all idols, and can make a God of God, 
a God of Chriſt, & draw a lin: betwixc your heart and him, If 

our d:liverance comic nor » Chriſt's preſence and bis beleeyed 
ove muſt ſtand as caurinn and ſurety for your deliverance , till 
your Lord ſend ir , in his hlefſed rime : for Chriſt hath many 
$ alratioos, if we ceuld ſce them: & I would thipk it gyro 
comfort 
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Epilt. 33% Letters, cog 
comfort and joy, that cometh from the faith of deliverance, and 
the faith of his love ; then that which comerh from deliverance 
ie (elf, It is aor much marrer , if ye finde caſe ro your afflited 
ſoul » what be the means, eichcr of your own wisbiog » or of 
God's chooling ; the lacrer 1 am fure is beſt, and the comfort 
ſtgng.ſt and ſweeteſt 7 Jerrhe Lord abfolurcly have the'order» 
ing of your evils & troubles, and pur them oft you by recom» 
mending your crols and your furnace to him, who hath skillro 
melt his own merrall, and knoweth well what rodoe with his 
furnace, ler your heart be willing, that God's fire have yourtia 
and braſs and droſs ; To conſeat to want corruption is a greater 
mercy, then many proſc{lors doe well know ; andto refer the 
manact of Ged's Phylick to his own wiſdom , whether it be by 
drawing blood, or giving ſugared drinks : that He cureth fick 
folks withour pain,ir is a great point offaith;&ro beleeveChriſt's 
crols'to be a friend as he himſelf is a friend , is al{o a fpecial at 
of faith; bur when ye are over the water, this caſe shall bea yeſ- 
terday, paſt an hundred yearsere ye were buo,& the cup of glory 
$hall wasb the memory of all this away, & make it as noching; 
Onely now take Chrift in with you under your yoke, and ler 
paticnce have her perfet work ;z; for this haſte is your infirmity, 
&þ« Lordis riling up to doe you good in the latter end ; pur on 
the faith of his ſalvation , & ſee hin _ & haſting rowards 
inder me to write at 
more _ excuſe me ; I hope to be mindfull of you. 1 shall 
be obliged ro you, if ye help me with your prayers for thisPeo- 
ple , this College , & my own poor ſoul, Grace be with you, 
Remember my loyeto your wife, 
St Andrews. Feb. 13. 1640. *' Yours in Chriſt Teſus,S. R 
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To the mach honoured 
PETER STIRLING. 
Much honoured & worthy Sir. 


| pes yours,& cannot but be a:hamed,thar miſtaking love 


hath brought mc in court & account, in the heart of God's 
Y Ii $ if children , 
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children , eſpecially of another nation : I should not make a 
lyc of thegrace of God, if I should think, | have lirtle share of 
i- my (elf : O how much betrer were it for me, to ſtand in 
e © counting table of manysfor a half- penny ;& to be eſtcemed a 
liker, rather then a lover of Chriſt! If | were weighed , yanity 
e10uld bear down theſcale y as having weight in the ball ce 
«00ve me ; except my lovely Saviour should caſt in beſide me 
ſomeof his borrowed worth; % Oh if [ were writing now fin» 
ercly in this extenuation, which may bry & 1 fear is, ſubrile & 
cooſening pride! [ would I could love ſomething of heaveo's 
worth, in you & all of your merrall. O how happy were I,if I 
could regain & conquer back from the creature my fold & loft 
love, that 1 might lay it upon hzaven's jewel, thar every evcr 
blooming flower of the higheſt garden ,' even my ſoul-redee- 
ming & never-cnough-prized Lord Jeſus ! O that he would 
wash my love,& pat it onthe Mediator's wheel,&refine it from 
it's dro's & rin, that I might propine & gifr that Lord fo love« 
worthy, with a!l my love! OiFfl could (er a leaſe of thouſands 
of years,& a _ ary of my partof heaven's glory, & friſt cill 
a long day wy defircd falvationsſo beirvg I could in this lower 
kirchin & under-yault of his creation, be feaſted wirh his love, 
& that I might be a foorſtool for bis glory , before men % &ip- 
!s!Oh if he would ler out heaven's fountain upon withered 


me, dry & ſapleſs me! 1fT were bur fick of love for his love, (&* 


O how would that fickneſs delight me!) How ſweet, would char 
caling & refreshiog pain bero my ſoul ! 1 «hall be gladro bea 
witneſs to behold the Kingdoms of the world become Chriſt's: 
I could ſtay our of heaven many years, to [ce that victorious 
rriumphing Lord a& char propheficd part of his ſoul-conquering 
love,in taking in to bis Kingdom the greater Siſter, that Kirk of 
the les, who omerimes courted our Welbeloved for her Intle 
Siſter, Cant. 8: 8, ro beold bim, ſet up as an colign & a banner 
of love, tothe ends of the world, And truly we are to beleeve 
that his wrath is ripe for che land of graven images &for the fal- 
ling of that mill. tone in the miſt of the ſea. Grace be with you. 
St Andrews March. 6, Yours in his ſweet Lord 

1640. Jeſus » S. BR, _ 
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To the Iady F ING ASK, 


M AD AM. 

Race merey & peace be to you: Though not acquainted, 
(; yet at the delire of a Chriſtian, I make bold to write a lins 
or two unto you by way of counſel,(howhbeit | be moſt unfit for 
that.) I hear,and 1 bleſſc the father of lights far it, that ye have 
a ſpirit ſerroſeck God , andthar the poſture of your heart is 
to look heaven-ward; which is a work and caſt of the Mediator 
Chrift's right hand, who purteth on the heare a new frame, for 
the which [ would have your La : to fer atye & bond of obe= 
dience laid upon you » thar all may be done not ſo much from 
obligation of Law , as from therye of free love ; thac the law 
ofraoſom- paying by Chriſt may be the chief pround of all your 
obedience , (cring that ye are not under the Law but under 
Grace: withall know, that unbclecf is a ſpiritnal fin, & fo nor 
ſeen by nature's light 3 & thar all chat Conſcience laith is nor 
ſcripture ; Suppoſe your heart bear witneſs againſt you, for firg 
done long agoe; yer becauſe many have pardon with God,thzr 

have not peace with themſelves, ye ase ro ſtand & fall byChriſt* 
eſteem & verdict of you, & nor by that which your heart ſaith: 
Suppoſe it may by accident be a good fign*, to be: jealous of 
our heavenly husband*slove , yet it is a linful ſign: as there te 
Ras happy (ins (If may ſpeak(o) not of them(ſelyes,bur becauſe 
they are neighboured with faith and love: and ſo, worthy Lady g 
I would have you hold by this , that the ancient love of an old 
busband Randerh firm and fure z and ler faith hing by this 
ſmall threed » that he loved you before he laid the corner- 
ſtone of the world ; and therefore , he caonor change his 
minde becauſe he is God , and reſts in his love ; neither 
is fin in you a good reaſon, wherefore ye should doubt of 
him , or think becauſe figharh pur you 1o the courteſic and 
reverence of juſtice» that therefore he is wroth with you : 
Neither is it preſumption in yous to lay the burden of youc 
ſalration upon one mighty to fave; fo being ye lay afide alf 
cookidence in your fel, your worth & rightcoulaels, True faiths 
is 
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1s humble, & ſcerh no way to eſcape but onely in Chriſt : And 
] belceve, ye have put an eſteem & high prlanagen Chriſt : and 
they cannot but beleeve 4 & fo be ſaved , who love Chrift, and 
co whom he is precious:for the love of Ghriſt hath choſen Chriſt 
as alover; & it were notlike God , ifye should chuſe him as 
your liking, & be not chuſe you again; nay he hath prevented 
you in that, for ye have not choſen him but he hath choſen you. 
O confider his lovelineſs & beauty , & that there is nothing 
which can commend , & make fair heaven or carth , or the 
creature, thatis notin him y jo infiaite perfeſtion , for fair 
ſun 2nd fair moon arc black and think shame to shine before his 
Fairneſs » 1/4. 24% 23, Baſc heavens and excellent Jeſus : weak 
Angels, & ſtrong & mighty Jeſus : foolich angel-wiſdom & 
oncly wiſe Jeſus ; short» living creature & long living & ever- 
liviag Ancient of dayes : miſcrable & fickly & wretched are 
choc things;that are within times circle, & onely, onely bleſlcd 
Jeſns ' It ye can wynd- in in his love (and he giveth you leave 
to love bim, & allurements alſo) what a ſccond heaven's paradiſe, 
a yourg hcaven's glory is it» to be bor & burned with fevers of 
love-fickneſs for hum? & the more your La:driok of this love, 
thereis tbe more room y & the greater delight & delire for this 
love: be bomely,& buoger for a feaſt and fill of bis love, for 
that's the borders & march ofhcaven; nothing hath a nearer re. 
ſemblance to the colour & hew & luſtre of heaven , then Chriſt 
loved » & to breath out love. words & love-lighs for him. Res 
member what he is: when rwenty thouſand miltions of heavens. 
lovers have wogn their hearts threed-bare of love, all is no« 
thing , yea leſs then nothing,co his matchleſs worth & excel= 
lency: O lo broad & fo deepas the (ea of his deſirable lovelineſs 
is! Glorified fpirits , rriumphiog Angels , the crowned and 
exalred lovers of heaven z ſtand without his lovelineſs , & can- 
not pur a circle on it, O if fin & time were from berwirr us, & 
thar toyall & Kiog's love, That highMajcſty,cternirie's bloom, 
&flower of high-luſtred beauty, m1ght Shine upon picces of crea» 
red ſpirirs, & might bedew & overflow us , who arc portions of 
endleſs miſery, & lumps of redeemed Gio! Alas what doe I ? [ bur 
ſpill & loſe words, is ſpeakivg bighly of hig » who will þide & 
be 
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Lou the mulick & _ of heaven z & never be enough 
praiſed by us all . ro whoſe boundlels & bottomleſs love I re- 
commend your La: & am, | | 
St Andrews. March. 27, 1640, YourLaiin Chriſt Ieſus.S.K. 


——_— 


To his reverend © dear Brothey 
x DAVID DICKSO N, 
Reverend C dear Brother. 


E look like the houſe whereof ye are a branch 2 the Crok 

is a part of the life-rear,chat lieth co all the ſons of the boule, 
I deſire to ſuffer with you , ifl could rake a lift of your houſe= 
trial of you ; bur ye have preached it , cre l knew any thing of 
God: your Lord may gather his roſes, & sbake his apples,ar _— 
ſeaſon ot the year he pleaſerh ; each husbandiman cannot make 
harveſt when he pleaſcth, as He can doe : ye are caught ro know 
&aJore his ſoveraignity, which he exerciſerh over youzwhich yer 
is luſtered with aercy: the childe hath bur changed a bed in the 
garden & is planted up higher, nearer theſun, where he $hall 
thrive berrer, then in this out -field moor-ground : Ye muſt 
think your Lord, would not want him one hoar longer, & fince 
the date of your loan of him was expired (as it is , if ye read the 
leaſe) ler him have his own with gain, as good reaſon were, I 
read on it ancexzaltatio B88 a richer meaſure of grace, as the ſweer 
fruit of yoar croſs; and I am bold toſfay, that , that College, 
where your Maſter hath ſer you now » $hall fiodeit. Iamcon- 
tent , that Chriſt is ſo homely with my dear Brother David 
Dickſon, as to borrow & lend , & take & give with him; & ye 
know, what are called the viſitations of ſuch africod ; it is to 
come to the houſe, & be homely with what is yours. Iperſwade 
my ſelf upon his credits he hath left drink-money, and that he 
hath made the houſe the better of him. I cnyic not his wakir 
love, who ſaw that this water was to be paſt through , ._ 
that now the number of croſſes, lying in your way to glory, are 
fewer by one, then when 1 Gw you; they muſt decreaſe: jr is 
berter any ancient or modern commentary on your Text, 
that ye preach upon » in Glaſgow ; read and (pull right, for be 
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knoweth what be doth, be is onely lopping & ſnedding a fruite 
Fall tree; that it may be more fruitfull, I congratulate heartily, 
with you, bis pew welcome to your new charge, Deareſt 
Erether, goc on & faint not :i ſomething of yours 18 in heaven, 
belide the fesh of your exalted Saviour, ye goe on after your 
own; time's threed is shorter by one inch then it was: an oath 
is (worn & paſt the ſeals, wherher afiiftions will or nor,ye muſt 
row, & (well our of your shcll, & live, & —_— reign, & 
morethen a congqucrour ; for your captain » who leadeth you 
6n , is more then conquerour » and he mages you a partaker 
6f his conqueſt and Victory, Did not loveto you compell me, 
] would not ferch water tothe well , and ſpeak to one, who 
knowecth better then I can doc , what God is doing with him. 
Remember my love to your wife , to My Toby andall friends 
there. Let us be helped by your prayers , for 1 ceaſe not to make 

mention of you to the Lord , as I dow. Grace be with you. 

St Ardrews. May. 28. Yours in his ſweet Lord 

1640. Jeſury, S, R. 


To my Lady BOYD, 


M A D A M. 

Race, mercy & peace be toyon: Imputeir not toa dif 

reſpeEiive forguttuloeſs of you L4 gwhomiviſtred to me 
in my bonds » that I write not to you 3; I with I could ſpeak or 
write what mightdor good to your Le: elpecially now,when [ 
think y< canr-ot but kave deep thoughts of the derp & botrom- 
lefs wayes of our Lord, in = away » with a ſudden,& won- 
derfull firgke , your brethren & friends, Ye may krow , all 
that dic for fin , dicnotin fn, & that wene can teach the Al- 
mighty ko owledge; te ar{wereth none of our Courts; & no man 
can ſay, What doeft that It is true,your brethren ſaw not many 


ſammezs; bur adore & fear the ſoveraignity of the great Porter, 


who maketh & marreth bis clay-velicls,when & bow ir pleaſerth 
him. The under=garden is abſolutely bis ewn, & all that grow» 
eth in ir : bis abſolute liberty is lagw- bideing; the Lowers are his 
ov; if ſome be but lwwmar-appicss ke way pluck Rm Fay 

ic 
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before others» O what wiſdom is it to belceve & got todiſpures 
co lubjeR the tr hes to his Court,& not to repine; at avy at 
of bis juſtice? He hath done it, all flesb be filent; it isimpotiible 
to be (ubmaſſive & EY patient » it ye ſtay your thoughts 
down among the coufuled rollings & wheels of ſecond caules , 
as, Oh the place ! Oh the time! Obif this bad been, this 
bad not followed ! Ob the linking of this accident with this tin & 
E place | Look up to che Maſter motion & the firſt wheel), k e 
& read the deeree of heaven & the Creator of men, who brewerh 
death to hischildren , & the manner of it : and they (ee farin 
a mil ſtone , and have cycsy that make a hole , ro ice m— 
P 


the one fide of a mountain to the other» who can take uv 
wayes: How unſearchable are bis judgements , & bis ayes 
paſt finding but | His Providence halrerh not , but goeth with 
even & equal legs : yet are they not the greateſt ſinners, upon 
whom the rower of Siloam fell Was oor time's leaſe expiced, fc 
the ſand of beaven's ſand glaſs, fer by our Lord, run eut? [s bor 
bean unjuſt debrer , who payeth ducdebr with chiding ? Ibs 
leeve, Chriſtian Lady , your faith leayerh ghar much charity te 
our Lord's jadgements , asto beleeve z howbeit ye bein blood 
ſi> to that crofs , that yet ye arcexempred & freed from the gall , 
& wrath that is init. 1 dare not deny but (105. 18; 15.) the 
King of terrors dapelleth in the wicked man's tabernacle: brin;. 
ftone 5hallbe ſcattered on Dis babitation. yet, Madam » it is (aſe 
for you, to live upon the faith of his love , whoſe arrows are over 
watered & pointed with love & meicy to bis own,& who know - 
eth how to take you & yours, out of the roll & book of the dead, 
Our Lord hath not theeyes of flesby indiſtriburing wrath to the 
thouſand generation akon exception. Secing ye are nor under 
the Law , but woder Grace, & married ro anther husband , 
Wrath is not the Conrt that ye are hable ro," As Fwould nog 
vish , neither doe | beleeve , your La: docth deſpile;(o neither 
faiar: read and (pell arighr all the words and ſyllab:s in the 
vifitation » and miſcall acicher letrer noc ſyllabe in ir. Come 
along with the Lord , ſee, & lay no more weight upon the 
Law,then your Chriſt bath laid upon it: ifrhe Law's bill ger an 
auſwe from Chiift tþe caries of it can dgt.ag gore; And | hope , 


Je 
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y< hare reſolved , rhat if he should grind you ro powder » your 
duſt% powder hall beleeve his ſalvation: And who canrell, what 
thoughts of love & peace our Lord hath to your children?l cruſty 
he shall make them famous,in executing the written judgements 
a the encmies of the Lord , this bonour have «ll bis ſaints, 
Pſal. 145: 9.& that they shall bear Nones 01 their shoulders, 
for building chat city, that is called, Exck. 46: 35+» The Lord 
is there”. & happy sball they be , who hare a band in the ſacki 
of Babel , & come ourin the year of vengeance, for the contro. 
verſy of Zr1on » againſt the land of graven images. Therefore, 
Madam, let the Lord make our of your father's houſe 
work , cvehof judgment» that he pleaſeth : Whar is _ 
ro others , is mercy to you & your houſe, Ir is Faith's work, 
to claim and challenge loving kindneſs, our of all the rougheſt 
firokes of God. Doe that for the Lord, which ye will doc for 
time ; time will calme your heart at that which God hath done, 
& let our Lord have it now. Whar love ye did bear to friends 
now d.ad , ſceing they ſtand vow in noneed of it, ler it fall as 
juſt legacy ro Chriſt, O how ſweet to put out maoy ſtr 
lovers » and to put in Chriſt! It is much for our half-lain affec- 
| rxions to part with that » which we beleeve we have right uno; 
but the (cryant's will sbould be our will; & he is the beſt ſervant, 
who retaineth leaſt of bis own will, & moſt of bis Maſter's. That 
much wiſdom muſt be aicribed ro our Lagd , that be knowerh 
bow to lead his own in-#brough and out-through the lictle tice 
bells, and the pieces of time-during wraths, in this life 3 and 
keep ſafe his love, without any blurre upon the old and great ſeal 
of free Eleftion: And _ his mountains of braſs, the 
mighty and ſtrong decrees of free grace in Chriſt, ſtand ſure, 
—_—_— Covcnent ſtanderh faſt for ever , as the dayes of beavenz 
fer him ſtrike and nurture ; — muſt be a very at of 
ſaving ; Rh upon his ſecrer ones » come from the ſoft 
and bcavenly hand of the Mediatour , and bis rods are ficeped 
and watered in that —_ yur love z ary args from 
the God-man's beart of our my and redeeming 
gone 1 hope ye are content to, friſt the Cautioner of man- 


inde his own conqueſt » beaver z till be pay-it you , & briog 
you 
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you toa ſtate of glory , where he ghall never crook «finger 
upon , nor lift a hand to you again: And be content, & wit 
greedily coverous of Grace, the intereſt & pledge of Glory, If 
| 414 not belecve your cropto be on the ground, & your part of 
that heaven of the laines begven, white & ruddy,fair,fair& beau- 
tifull Jeſus, were come to the bloom & the flower, & near your 
hook,l would not write this ; but ſeeing time's threed is shorrs 
& ye are upon the catry of heaven's harveſt , & Chriſt, the field 
of heaven's glory» is white & ripe- like , the loſſes that 1 wtire 
of ro your La : arc but (ummer-showers » that will oncly wer 
your garments for an hour or rwo, and the Sun of the new Fe- 
ruſalem hall quickly dry the wet coat ; eſpecially ſeeing rains 
of affliction cannot ſtain the image of God, or cauſe Grace caſt 
the colour: And fiace ye will got alter uponibim', who will 
not change _—— » I durſtin weakneſs think my felf nd 
ſpiritual Seer , it | should nor prophelie, thor _ neer, 
when ſuch a morning-darkneſs is upon you ; & that this trial of 
our Chriſtian minde towards bim , whom ye dare notleave » 
[tr he shoald lay you , ball cloſe with a doubled mercy. 
It is time for faith ro hold faſt as much of Chriſt,as ever ye had, 
& ro make the grip ſtroager, & tocleavecloſer tro bim ; ſeein 
Chriſt lovarh ro be beleeved-in & rrufted to : The glory of 
Lying ſtrength upon one + that is mighty to ſave, 1s more 
then we can think : That piece of ſervice , of belceving in a 
ſmiring Redeemer , is a precious part of obedience, O what 
lory to him, to lay over the burden of our heaven upon him, 
that purchaſed for us an ercrnal Kingdom ! © bleſſed ſoul who 
can adores & kiſs his lovely free Grace, The rich grace of Chriſt 


be with your ſpirit, _ 
St Andrews. Oftob. I. Yours at all obedience in 
1640» Chriſt Ieſus, S. R, 


m—— 


Dear Siſter. 
F our Lord bath caken your childe , your leaſe of hin is 
Þ ayers; & fodog Che would vant hin ug lager, iti 
[7 K your 
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your part to bold your , & worship & adorethe Sorcraigni- 
& Li » that the pocrer hath over the clay » & picces of 
CC And what is man to call 
& ſummood the Almighty to bis lower Court down here? For 
be giveth account of none of bis doings: Andifye will take a loan 
of a childe, & girec him back again to our Lord , laughiog, as 
his borrowed goods thould rewra to him ; beleeve, be i nor 
avay , bur ſent before; & thar the change ofthe counrey | 
s make you think , hc is not loft to you, who is found to 
Chriſt » & chat he is now before you, & that the dead in Chrift 
ghall be raiſed again, A going-down ſtar is not annikilat , bur 
gball appcare again. If be hath caſten his bloom & flower , the 
bloom is fallen io heaven in Chrilt's Lap ; And as be was leata 
while to Time, ſo is he given now to Eternity , which will cake 
your ſelf : And the difference of your chipping & his, ro heaven 
& Chnit's chore , the land of life y is ancly tn ſome few years, 
which weareth every day chorter , & ſome thort & ſoon-rec- 
honed ſummers will give you a meeting with him ; but wharf 
with bim * Nay , with better company , with the chick aod 
leader of the beavenly troups , that areriding oo white horſe, 
that are triamphing in glory. If Death were a fleep, thathad oo 
wakeniog , we might lorrow : Bur our Hutband hall q 
be ar the fides of ally that lie Cerpiog in the grave, & 
raiſc their mortal bodics: Chriſt —_ ky Cantioocr > whe 
gave bis word to come & looſe all the clay-pawnes, & (cr them 
at his own right hand : & our Cautioner, Chriſt , bath a 
AQt of Law-ſurery upon Death, ro reader back his captives: And 
that Lord Jeſus, who knowerh the turnings and windings the; 
is in that black trance of Death , hath pumbered all the ſteps of 
ſtair upto beaven ; he knoweth how | the 8 the ins 
— high iris, for he Fended ch way 
hiamſef, Rev. 1: 1%. I war dead and am alive. Andnow be 
liverh ar the right band of God , and bis garments bare not fo 
mach as 2 of death. Your afliftions fmell ofthe childrens 
caſe , the bairns ef the houſe are ſo nurtured , and Suffering is 
10 new life , ic is but the rene of the ſans 2: baſtards bave nor fo 
much of che reat; take kigdly & berifomly with his role, who 
arr 
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vever ya flew a childe with thecroſs. He brewerh your cup 3 
th-refore driok it patiently & with the berter will, Stay & wait 
00, cl Chriſt looſe the knor, that faſtencth his croſs on 
back ; for be & coming to deliver 3 & poop yon you, Sify lar 
ro be worthy of his pains, who correcter oY 
be ye was ben: _for be hath a farher's bearr & a bther's hand,whot 
bs training Y » & making you meer forthe hall. This 
Sebool of Suffer: ing is a preparation for the Kiag's i her houſe> 
& let all your vifitations ſpeak all the lerters of your Lord's furs 
monds, They cry. 1, O vain World | 2 O bitter Sin! 3. o 
tbort & uncertain Time | 4. O fair Enmuity ; that is above 
fcknels & Death! 5 O Kingly & Princely Bridegroom! Haften 
_ ; _ ge , thorren Time's chort- Jn Yo —_— 
wer Sin | 6. O happy & biefſed Death , 
ridge aid over by Chriſt my Lord, berwixzr Ds 
clay- _ nora. heaven's thore } &f the Spirir & the Bride ſay 
Come , & anſwer ye with them » Evenſo, come Lord Feſus 1 
Come quickly! Grate be with you. 
© Ottob. 15. Your brother in bir ſwecs 
1640. Lord Jeſus » 5. KL 


— 
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Reverend & dear Brother. 
VA Has ann [to anfuct you? Alas | my books are all bare g 
& chew me lictle of God : 1 would fain goe beyoad bookss 
in co his bouſe of Jove > ro hucaſelf, Dear mkers neither ye , 
nor 1, arg parties worthy of biz Jove of knowledge, Ah | bow 
hath Go bemiſted & blinded ass that we caonor fee him ? Bur for 
ſelf,1 arm pained &like to burſt;becauſe he will not rake 
down the wall &ferch his uocreaced beauty &bring his march- 
nt wen on n te nn nn mg” H_—— 


me ere 1 goe toir, infuchaw 
yew ons know that Majetty & Love doe bumnbleybecauſe home = 
y oro fancy dwelt im mich Maj Ye thould give 
dim all kiyown courts ſhijes & hctven-names. Whac 
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how bigh & bow be is, above & what " 
, un 7 an yarri.1 
alas! can be no rule to one, ſodcep in love-ficknels with Chrift 
as ye are) I would fain adde to my thoughrs & eſteem of bimy& 
make him more mg » & would with an beart & love ren thou 
ſand times wider, then the outmoſt circle & n , that gouck 
about the heaven of beavens , ro catertain bi that beart & 
wich that love. But that which is your pain , my dear Brother, 
is mine alſo, I am confonadcd with the thoughes of him. [ know, 
God is caſften(if I may ſpeak ſo) ins (weer mould, & 
image, in the perſon of that heaven's jewel, the man Chriſt; & 
that the ſteps of that ſteep aſcent & ſtair to the Godhead , isthe 
flcsh of Chriſt , the new & liviog way ; & thereis footing for 
faiths in that curious Ark of the anity: therein d the 
Godbead marricd upon our Humanity, 1 would be in bearen, 
ſuppoſe I had not anocber errand , but to fee that dainty 
Ark, & God perſonally looking our at cars &eyes & a luch 
as we linners have » that | might wear my fin mouth io kiſſes 
on him for evermore: & 1 know , allebe Three blefſed Perſour 
sbould be well pleaſed , that my piece of faint & created love 
should firſt coaſt upon the man Chriſt ; 1 should fer them all 
through him. I am called from wriciog by my great imploy- 
meats io this town , & have (aid nothiog : but what can | fay 
ef bim ? Let us goec & ſce. 

Ss Andrews, 1649. Your! in bis ſwert Lord Ieſus, S. RK. 


To my Lady 
Kg BB BY BH TU EOS 


MAD AM. 
Race » mercy ol arr toyour La: I am heartily forry 
that your La: is deprived of fuch an husband, & the Lord's 


Kirk of fo aftive & faithful a friend. I know, your Ls: long 
agoc made acquaintance with that , wherein Chriſt will have 
you joyned in a fellowihip with higaſelf, even with his own 
Crols ; & hath caught you roſtay your foul wpon the Lord's 
good will, who gireth nocarepyss ofkis gar gocny of: 
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ben he hath led you through this water, that was in your way 
to glory, there are fewer behinde: & bis order in diſmiſſing us, b& 
viſt | ſending us out of the marker, one before another, is to be reve- 
nl | reoced. One year's time of heaven thall ſwallow ap all ſorrows » 
ou even beyood all compariſon : What then will not a duration of 


perch | bleſednels, fo __ God hall live,fully & abundantly recom- 
13x | proſe? [t is good t our Lord hath given a debcer, obliged by 
er, acious promiſes » for more in Eternity, then Time can cake 
ov, om you: & 1 beleeve, your Le: hath been now many years ad 
ly | viling &rhinking, what that Glory will be, which is abiding the 
;& | pilgrims & _ on the earths when they come home, and 
the which we may think of love & thriſt for, but we cannot come 
for | prebend it, nor conceive of ic as it is, far leſs can we over-thimk or 
the Y over-love ir. O fo long a Chapter , or rather, (o long a Volume, 
, as Chriſt is,in that Divinity of Glory! There is oo more of him 
len | let down now to be ſeenfkeenjoyed by his children, bur as much as 
ich may feed hunger in this life, bur noe fatishe ir. Y our Ls: isa deb - 
Tex ter ro the Son of God's Croſs, that is wearing out love & affiance 
as | in the creature, out of your heart by degrees; or rather, the oblio 
we | gation Randerh ro his free graces whocarcth for your L a: in this 
all gracious aſarion ; & whois preparing & makiog ready the 
ye gaicuents of Salyarion for you ; & who calleth you with a oew 
ky pame, that the mouth of the Lord hath narned ; & purpolethto 
make you a crown of glory & a royal diadem,in the of your 
k, God. 1/4. 627 2.3. Fear obliged to friſt him more then one 
_ heaven; & yer he craveth not a day: it is faſt coming , & is 
ſure payment: though ye gave 0 hure for him, yer hath he given 
a great price & ranſom for you : & if the bargato were ro make 
agaio, Chriſt would give no lefs for you , then what he hath al- 
ready given: He is far from ruing. I shall with you no more,cill 
y Time be out ofthe way, then the earneſt of that, which he 
Fs hath pure &prepared for you, which can never be fally prea» 
S | ched, written or thought of , fince jt bach not earered into rhe 
ve heartro confider it. So recommendiag ypur L4: to the rich 
"e grace of our Lord Jeſus, 1am &refts. 
'Y $: Andrews Your La: at all reſpeRiive obſervance 
. in Crit leſus » 5. Rs F 
- KE 3 To 
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To Miſterſs 
T SS -F -% Qs 


MISTRESS. 

{ => mercy & peace be ro you : Though I have no jeg 
lation worldly or acquaintance with you , yet (upon the 

re! & importunity of your Elder fon now at Londen, 
wherel am, but chiefly becauſe | eſteem Jeſus Chriſt in you 
to be ib place of all relations} 1 make bold in Chriſt ro (prak my 

thoughts ro you, concearning your Soo lately fallen 

19 che Lord (who was ſometime under the myniitery of the wore 
thy ſervant of Chriſt , my fellow-labourer Mr Blaiy , and by 
whole miniſtery | bope be _ no (mall ad rantage,) 1 know, 
race rooterh not our the affections of a morher , bur purterh 
them on his wheel, who makerh all things new, that they may 
be refined ; therefore ſorrow for a dead childe is allowed to you, 
though by meaſure & ounce-weights: the redeemed of the Lord 
have not a dominion or Lordship over their forrow & other af 
feftions , to lavich our Chriſt's goods at their pleaſure ; fore 
are not your (On, but bought with a price, & yourſorrow is nog 
your own , oor hath he redeemed you by halves yz & therefore 
ye are not tro make Chriſt's croſs no croſs. He commanderh 
— weep , & that Princely one, who took up to heaven with 
im a man's beat, to be a compeſfonar bigh pricſt,” became 


your fel{ow & on on earthy , by weeping for the dead 
Job. 11: 37- heddadteryters to love that croſs, becauſe 
it was ovce en Chrift's thoulders before you ; ſo that by his own 

aftice be hath ws and covered your croſs with the 

ediator's luſtre : cup yedriok was at the lip of ſweet Je. 
fus z and be drank ofir ; i oicharb « fncll oft bronte fg 
I concciveye loveit not the yorſe , that it iy thas there- 
fore drink, & beleeve the tefarrettion of your Son's ; If om 
coal of hell could fall off the'enalred head Feſur, Jeſus the Prince 
otthe Kings ofthe carth , «td burn me to aches knowing | 
Pere a partner with Chiiſt, ad a fellowogbaxer with him, 


(though 
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[rhough the unworthieſt ef meo } I think I þhould tic a lovely 

h in char fire, with bim : a tr per eved 
scrolsP have mach of beaven from himſelf 3 & fo hath your 
Chriſtian ſorrow » being of kin to Chriſt's in that kinde: If your 
ſorrow werea Baſtard , and not of Chriſt's houſe (becauſe of 
the relation ye bave to him in conformity with his death and 
ſufferings ) 1 the more compaſſionat your condition , bur 
kinde and compatſiocar Jeſus , ar every ligh ye give for the loſs 
of your now- glorified childe » (1 beleeve , asis meer) with 
a man's heart cryeth , bal/e mine, 1 was not a witnchs to his 


ay þ 4cath , being called our of the Kingdom y but yerhall credix 
I-ep thoſe whom | doecredity ( aod I dare not lye) be died comfort2- 
os, | bly: It is rruc, be died before he did fo much ſervice tro Chriſt 6a 
"oy carth , as] and heartily defire , your Soo Mr Hngh (very 
ov, | dcarromeia Jeſus Chriſt] ,ball doe: Burthat werea reall mate 
ak | ter of ſorrow, ifthis were nor rocounterballance ity that be hath 
ny | banged ſeroice-bouſer, but hath not chaoged ſervice or mfler 
on Rev. 22: 3- And there rball be no more curſe, but the throne 
nd | of God & of the Lamb thall be in it, and bis ſervants thall ſerve 


bim, What he could have done in this lower houſe , he is now 
upon that ſame ſervice inthe higher houſe, and it is all one» 
it is the ſame ſervice, and the Game Maſter, onely there 18a 
change of conditions: And ye arc not to think ic a bad bargain 
for your beloved ſon , where he hath gold for copper and braſs, 
Ereraity for Time. 1 beleeve Chriſt hath caught youſfor I give 
credit to ſuch a witneſs of you , as your Sao My ] nor to 
lorrow becauſe he died : All the knot muſt be , be died 106 ſoony 
he died too young » be died in the morning of bis life , thisis all ; 
but ſoveraignity muſt Glence thoughts, 1Iwazin your 
condition 5 I had but wo ic . - » W. dead fince I 
came hicher, The fupreanF32nd abſolut{former of all things 
giveth not an account « wo of his marters: The good busband 
man may pluck his roſes,and gatber-in bis lies at mid- ſummer, 
acd for ought I dare fay , in the begioning of che 6rft {@wimcr 
moneth : and he may tranſplant yourg trees out of the lower 
ground to the higher , __ they may haye more ofthe ſun, 
and a more free air > at avy ſeaon ofthe yeary whas is thac 
Kk4g - = Wl 
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co you or me The are his own. _—_ 


winds did a (fall injuric (if1 dare borrow the wor 
Cure z in landing the enger ſo carly. They love i ſca ron 


time God $ball give him repentance: Chriſt waited as | 
poſſibly on you & me ; certgialy longer on me: & if he hou) 
deny repentanceto him , I coulc ſay Svc thing rothar 3 but! 
hope berter things of him: 1t ſeemerh that Chriſt will have this 
world your ftep- dame: 1 love not your condition the worle, it 
gay bea proof; that ye are not achilleof this lower bouſe; but 
a ſtranger; Chriſt ſceth it nor good oacly, bur your encly good, 
to be lead chusro beaven: & think this a favour, that be hach »c- 
ſtowed upon you, Free, free gract, that is, mercy without bite) 
ye paid nothing for it: An4 whocan pur a price upon any thing 
of Royal and Princely Jeſus Chayftt Aud that God bath given to 
you to ſuftcr for him the (poi fyour goods, cſicem it as 30 
at of free grace alſo : Ycareno loſer, baving himſel{: An dl 
mg my ſelf, if ye couldprize Chriſt , noching could be 
bitter to you- Grace, grace be with you, 


Levdon: x645. Your Brother & Wells 
M wither > $, R T 
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Te BARBARA HAMILTON, 


Worthy Fricmd. 
Racc be to you: Idocunwillingly writeunro you of thars 
which God bath done concearning your (on iplaw; onelys 
| belceve yelook nor below Chriſt, and the tigeſt 20d moſt 
ſopfeam att of providence , which moverh all wheels. Aod 
certainly, what camedown cnatted & concluded, in the great 
book beforc thecbrone , and tigned and (ub(cribed with the 
hand which gever did wrong « Should be kifſed & adored by 
us. We (ee God's deerees, when they bring forth their fruits, all 
act10Ns, good & ill , ſweer & ſowre, tn theirtime ; Bur weeſee 
not preſcarly che after. birth of God's decree, #0 wit, his bleed 
cad, & rhe good that he bringerh our ofthe womb of his haly & 
(pocleſs counſel : we ſee his working » & weſforrow : The cod 
of his counſcl & working licth hiddea& underneath the ground, 
& therefore we cannor beleeve: Even amongſt men , we (ee 
hewen ſtones , timber & an hundred (cattered parcels & pieces 
of an houſe , all ander-cools » hammers and axes & ſaws 3 yet 
the houſe,the beauty & eaſe of ſo many lodgings & eaſe-rooms» 
we neither (ce nor uaderſtand for the ——_ theſe are bur in 
the minde & head of che builder, as yet. Wee ſee.red earth , un- 
broken clods , furrows & ſtones ; bur we ſee nor umaer-lilics, 
roles, & rhe beauty ofagarden. If yegive the Lordtimeto 
work , ( as often he that beleeverh not makerh haſte, bur not 
ſpeed) his end is under the ground; & yesball (ce, it was your 
good: that your Son hath _ dwcllivg places , bur not his 
Maſter: Chriſt thought good to have no more of hi ſervice here, 
yet Rev. 22: 3. Hs ſervants thall ſerve bim : He needeth 
not us nor our ſervice z citherin carth or in heaven: But ye are 
to lookto him , who giverk the hiceling both his leave and his 
waigess for his naked aim and purpoſe ro ſerve Chriſt , as well as 
for his labours : It is put up in Chriſt's account, ſuch alaboarer 
did ſweat fourty years in Chriſt's vineyard , howbeic he got noc 
leave tolabour ſo long » becauſe he who accepreth of he wil 
for the deed , Counteth fo : None canteach the Lord to lay an 
account; He oumbercrh the oy, q rain, & knowcrh the lars 
by 
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by their names; It would rake us mach ſtudying ro give a vame 
to every tar in the firmamenr , great or ſmall. See Lev. 20: 
ver, 3. And Aaron held bis peace: Ye know bis two Sons 
were ſlain » whilſtrbey offcred trange fire to the Lord, Come 
mand your thoug hrs to be filenr : If rhe ſouldiers of Newcaſtle 
had done this, ye might have flowacked ; but the weapon 
was in another hand: Hearthe rod what it preacherth , & ſee 
the name of God, Micah, 5. 9g. And koow that there is ſome 
what of God & Heaveg in the rod, The Majeſty of the anſcare 
chable & bottomleſs wayes & judgements of God is not ſeen in 
the rod » & the ſecing of them requireth the eyes of the man 
of wiſdom. If the ſufferings of fome other with you in that 
loGcould eaſeyou, ye want them not : Burt He can doe no 
wrong, he cannot halt, his goings arc equal , who hath done ir, 
I know , ourLord aimerh at mare mortification : let bim not 
come in vain to your houſe » & loſe the pains ofa mercifull vi- 
tce. God, the founder , never melteth in vain; bowbeit to us, 
he ſeemeth oftep to loſe both fire & mertal: But I know;ye are 
more in this work, then I can be: There is nocauſe to faint of 
weary. Grace be with you,& the rich conſolarions of Icfus Chriſt 
ſwccren your croſs, & ſupport you under it. I reſt. 
Lendan,Ottob.1t5.1645. Yours in bis Lord Maſter,S.R, 


— 


To Miſtreſs HUM E, 


Loving Sifter. 
Race , rhercy & peace be toyou 3; If ye have any thing 
b:tter then the husband of your youthsye arc Telus Chriſt's 
dcbrer for it: Pay not then your debts with +», Agar 
may d:minish from the ſweet Fruis of righteouſnels; bur quiet» 


neſs , filence, ſubmiſſion & faith , pur acrown upon your ſad 
lofſes: ye know whoſe voice the voice of acrying rodis, Micah, 
6: 9, The name & majeſty of the Lordis written oD the rod: 
read and be inſtrufted ; Ler Chriſt have the room of the bug. 
hand , bc hath now no nerd of you , or of your love; for he 
enjoyerk as much of the love of Chriſt , as bis hearr can]be 
#+-»+-1- of, ] confels, it is a dear-bought expericacegto teagh you 
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ro undervalue the Creature; yer it is not too dear, if Chriſt Rok 
it (6. 1 knows that the diſpuring of your thoughts againf# his 
going thither, the way & manner of his death, theinftrue 
ments , theplace » therime , will notcaſe your ſpirits; excepr 
e riſe higher chen ſecond cauſes , & beblent becauſe the Lord 
h dooe it ; 1f we meaſure the goings of the Almighty & his 
waycs , the bottom whereof we ice vor, we quite miſtake God, 
O om little a portion of God ſe we! He is far above our 
ebbe and varrow thoughts: He ruled the world in wildomsy ere 
we, creatures of yeſterday , were born, and shall rule it, when we 
shall be lodging befide the worms and corruption. Ovely , 
learn heavenly wiſdom , ſelf-deniall & mortification by this (ad 
loſs: I know, that it is nor for nothing (except ye deny God © 
be wiſcin all he doerh) that ye have loſt orc in earth: There 
hath been roo little of your love & heart in heaven , & therefore 
the jcaloufie of Chriſt hath done ghis: Ir is a mercy,that he con- 
cendeth with you & all your lovers : I should delire no greater 
favour for my ſclf,then thatChriſt laid a neceſlity,& rook on fuck 
bonds upon himſelf; Such an one ] muſt have , & ſuch a ſoul I 
cannot live in heayen withour. Job, 10; 16. And beleeve it » 
it is incomprehenſible love, chat Chriſt faith, If I enjoy che glory-, 
of my father, & the crown of heaven far abote men & Angels, I 
muft n/e all means, though never ſo violent, to have the company 
ſuch an One, for ever & ever, If with theeyes of wiſdom , 
as a childe of wiſdom , ye juſtifie your mother » The wiſdons of 
God, [whoſe childe ye are] ye shall kiG & embrace this loſs  & 
ſee much of Chriſtio ic : Releeve & ſubmit, & referre the ine 
come of the coofolations of Ieſus , & the event of the trial, ro 
your heavenly father, who numbereth all your bairs: And pur 
Chriſt in bis own room in your Love: It may be he hath either 
been out of his own place , orin a place af love inferiour re hig 
worth. Repair Chriſt in all his wrongs done to him , andlove 
bim for a busband,& bezthat is a husband tothe widdowssball be 
that to you, which be hath taken from you. Grace be with you. 


Your athi Zing Brother: 
MATS Ty 


L ondon. Ottoly, 15, 
1645; 
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Epift. 43, 
To BARBARA HAMILTON, 


Loving Sifter: 

Race, mercy & peace be to you: I have heard with grief 

that Neweafile hath raken one more, in a bloody account, 

then before; even your Son in Laws my friend. Bur I hopeyye 
have learned that much of Chrift, as not to look ro wheels rol- 
led round about'on carth : Earthen veſſels are nor ro diſpute 
with their Former: peices of finning- clay may, by reaſoning & 
conrending with the Potter , mar the work of him , who hath 
bis fire in Zion and bis furnace in Feruſalem , as bullocks , 
ſweating & wreſtling in the farrow, maketheir yoke more hea» 
vic. In quiernels & reſt ye shall be ſaved: If men doe any thing 
contrary ro our heart, we may 2:k both who did it i And what 
is done? And why? When God hath done any ſuch thiogywe are 
to enquire who hath done it* And to know, that this comerh 
from the Lord , whois wonderſull in counſel : but we arc not 
to ask whaz or why? 1fir be from the Lord [as certainly their 
1s no evil in the city without him Amos. 3: 6.] it is enough; the 
faireſt face of bis ſpotleſs way is but coming , & ye arc to bee 
leeve bis works , as well as his word. Violent death is a sharer 
with Chriſt in his death, which was violent : it maketh nor 
much , what way we gocto heaven : the happic home is all, 
where the roughneſs of the way hall b: forgorren; He is gone 
eto a friend's houſe and made welcome » and the race is 
ended; Timcis recompenſed with erernity , and copper with 
gold: God's order is in wiſdom, the husband goes home before 
the wife, and the throng of the market chall be over, cre it be 
Jong » and another generation where we now are 3 and at 
leogth an empric kouicy and net one of mankinde hall be upon 
the carth,'within the fixth part of an hour , after the carth and 
the werks that are therein Kat be burnt up with fire:I fear more 
rhat Chriſt is about tro remove, when he carrieth home ſo muck 
of his plenisbing before band. we cannot teach the Almighbry 
knowledge: when he was direCting the buller agaioſt bis ſeryants 
#0 ferch out the foul, no wife man could cry to God , Wrong) 
wreng. Lord, for be 1s thine 6@n, There is no miſt ove bis 4 
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on IT) Se evfull in counſel: if Zion be builded with your ſor 
in law*s blood » the Lord (deep in counſel) can glew rogerher 
the ſtones of Zion with blood, & with that blood, which is pro- 
cicus in his cycs: Chriſt bath fewer labourers in bis vineyard t 
he had ; bur ſome moe wit neflles for his caul; ey & the Lord's Co 
venant with the three Nations, What 1s Chriſt's ain is noc 
our loſs : Let not that, which is his holy & wiſe will, be your 
unbelceviog ſorcow. Though I really judge, I had tacereſt 10 his 
dead ſervant; yer becauſe he now hyeth to Chriſt » I quite the 
hops { bad of bis ſaccesfull labouriog in the miniſtery, I know, 
he now praiſcth the grace that he was to preach : Andifthers 
were a better thing, oo bis head now in heaven » then a crown 
or any thing more excellent then heaven » he would caſt ic 
down before his feet , who fitterh on the throne : Give glory 
therefore to Chriſt , as he now doerh, & = » Thy will be done, 
The grace and conſolation of Chriſt be w you. 
London. Nov. 15. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1645. Jeſus, S. R. 


—_ 


To the yicounteſſe of 
ES 0 MTS 2 I 


M AD A M. 

Race, mercy & peace be to your La:Though Chriſt loſe ns 
(- yet when {iofull men drive his chariot, the wheels of 
of his chariot move flowly: The woman Zjon as ſoon ax she tra« 
velled brought forth her children, yea 1 ſa. 66: 7» before the tra. 
velled rhe brought ſorth, before her pain came rhe was delivered 
of 4 man.childe; Yer the deliverance of the people was with the 
woman's going with childe ſeventy years » thatis, more then 


vine moneths. There be many ions in Carrying onthe 
work; but 1 penn will build his own Zion , & evidence 
to us, that it is dane wor by might, vor by power, bus by the Spi- 


rit of the Lord. Madam 1 have heard of your inficmitics of 
body & lickneſs: ] know , the ifſucghall be mercy toyouy & 
that God's purgol; > whack lieth hidden under ground to yOu » 
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is, cocommend the (weeruels of his love, & Care to you from 

euryoutht; And if all the ſad lolles , trials » fickoefſes, is. 
| or! » Erick, beavineſs & inconſtancie of the creature, be 
expounded ( as ſure I am they are) the rods ofthe jealouſie of ag 
husband in beaycn , contending with all your lovers on carth, 
{ though there were millions of them) for your loye, to fach 
more of your love home to hcaven , to make it fingle, unmin 
& chaſt ro the faiicſt in heaven & carthy co Jeſus the Prinee of 
ages, ye will forgive (ro borrow that word) every rod of God, 
& nor let theSun goc'down on your wrath, againſt any mel. 
finger of your affli ting & correCtiong Father. Since your Le 
cannot bur ſee, that the mark, at which Chriſt bath aimed, theke 
zwenty four years and above, is, to have the company & fel. 
lowsbip of ſuch a Gnfall creature » in heaven with him, for df 
eterniey ;-and becauſe he will nor (ſuch 1s the power of his love) 
enjoy his father's glory, and that crown, duc co him by ercrnall 
generation, without you by name Iob. 17: 24. Job. ro: 16, 
Job. 14: v 3- Therefore Madam » beleevenocvil of Chiiſt, 
Liſtes ro no bard reports, that his rods make of him to you. He 
bath loved you. & washed you from your fins, & what would 
ye have mare? 1s thar tos little , except be adjourne all crol- 
ſes , till ye be where ye#hall be our of all capacity , ro ligh or 
to be crolll.d? Ih » yecan delre no more, nogreatcr - no 
more exccllcnt ſaute, thea Chriſt & the lellowtship of the Lamb 
for evermore: And ifthardetirebe anſwered in beaven, [as 1 am 
fore ir is, & ye cannot deny bur it is made ſureto you ] the want 
of theſc poor accidents ofa living husband , of many children; 
of an beaichfall body , ofalife ofcaſc in the world , wichout 
one knot in the rush, are nobly made up, & may be comfortably 
born. Grace , grace be with:your Ls: 

Londen. October.) £6. Your La: at «ll obedience 
1645. in Chriſt. S. R. 


' To 4Chiiſtian Friend upenthe deatbof bis VVife. 
Deſire to ſuffer with youz ta bo wi, 
ao gone before, [accpreivg to the merkrod & or an 
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of whoſe underſtanding there is ao (carching eur]whither ye are 
to follow : He tbat made yefterdy ro goe before this day , and 
the former generarion » io birth & life, ro bave been before this 
preſent nr » & hath made fome flowers to grow and dic 
and wither in the moneth of May , and others in lanes, cannot 
be challenged,in the order he hath made of things without ſouls; 
And ſome order be muſt keep alſo here, that one might my 
another : Therefore I hope, ye shall bedumb &ſfileor, becauſe 
the Lord hath done it! what creatures or under-cauſes doe in lin» 
full miſtakes , are erdered in wiſdom by your Farber , at whoſe 
feer your own ſoul & your heaven licth , & ſo the dayes of your 
wife, If the place she hath left, wereany other then a priſoo of 
fin; & the home she is gonero, any other then where her Head 
& Sayiour is King of the land , your grief bad been more ratio. 
pall ; Bur [ cruſt, your faith of the reſvrreRion of the dead in 
Chriſt roglory & immortality , will lead you to ſuſpend your 
longiog for her,cill the morning & dawning of that day , when 
th: Archangel shall deſcend with a shourt , to gather all his pri- 
ſoners out of the grave up to himſelf, To beleeve this is beſt for 
you ; and robe filent becauſe he bath done it , is your wiſdom. 
Itis much ro come out of the Lord's School of trial, wiſer and 
more experienced in the wayes of God, Andirt is our happinels, 
when Chriſt openeth aveine, he taketh nothing bur ill blood 
from hisfick ones, Chriſt hath skill ro doe, [and if our corrupti- 
on mar not] the art of mercy in correfting : wecannot of our 
ſelves take away the tiay the lead y and the fcum that remainerh 
inus: Andit Chriſt be cot Maſter-of-work, & if the furnace 
goe it's alone, he nor ſtanding nigh the meltigg,of his own 
veſſel, the labour were loſt , and the founder - mele- ia 
vaine: God knoweth ſome of us haveloſt much ſweating 
& pains to our Locd Teſas , &the veffcl is almoſt marred, the 
furnace & rod of God fpilt , & day light burnt, & the reprobar 
merrall not taken away y ſoas ſome areto anſwer rothe Majeſty 
of God, for the abuſrof many good crolles , & rich afflitions, 
loſt wichout the quier fruir 'P righteouſncly; And ic is. a (ad 


thing,when the rod is Curſed, that never fruit hall grow.on &; 
& except Caciſt's dev fall dows, & his fammer- fun vhine,  & his 
grace 
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grace follow affiiftions , to cauſe them bring forth fruit ro Gody 
they are (© fruitleſs ro us , that ourevil ground [ raxk & fat 
enough for briers ] caſterh up a crope off noiſome weeds : The 
yod [ as E—_— » EZck, 7: 103 11. ' bloſſomeath, 

ride buddeth forth , violence riſeth up into a rod of wickedneſs, 
& all this hath been my caſcunder many rods > lince I ſaw you, 
Grace be with you 

London 1645- Yours in bis ſweet Lord Ie- 

js, 5. R, 


To 4 Chriftian Brother, 


Reveirend & beloved in the Lord. 
| bo may be 1 have been too long filent , but T hope ye will not 
impure it to forgerfulacſs of you, As I have heard of the dearh 
'of your daughter, with heayinelſs of minde oo your behalffo am 
1 much comfortcd, that she hath evidenced, ro your felf & orher 
witneſſes, the hope of the reſurretion of the dead: as fown corn 
is nor loſt; (for th=re is more hope of that which is ſown, then of 
that which is caten. 1 Cor. 1 5: 42+) ſoalſois itin the reſurreion 
of the dead; the body is ſown in corruption z it is raiſed in incor- 
tion; it is ownin dichonour , it is raiſed in glory. 1 hope ye 
wait for the crope & harveſt, x 7 beſs. 4: 14 For if we beleeve that 
leſus dicd C7 roſe ag in,even ſo at ſo them which ſleep inleſus wil 
God bring with him: then they are not loft, whoare gathered in 
to that Congregation of the fir ſt-born,& theGeneral Aſſembly of 
the Saints, Though we cannot outrun nor overtake them, that 
are gone before; - we shall quickly follow them, & the differ- 
ENCC is, he hath the advantage of ſome moneths or years of 
the Cro ore you & ber mother; & we doe not rake it ill, if 
our children outrun us in the life of grace; why then are we ſadzif 
they ourſtrip us iv the artainment of the life of glory } Ir would 
ſeem, that there is more reaſon to grieve,thatchildren live behinde 
us, then that they arc glorified & dic beforeus: all the difference 
is in ſorne poor hungry accidents of rime, leſs or more,ſooner or 
Larer: ſo the godly childe, though young, dicd an hundred years 
old: & ye could not now have her berter, though rhe 
Choiſe was Chriſt's, not yours; & Iam ſures Sir, ye cannot = 
| 
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fay » she is married againſt the will of her parents ; she mighs 
more readily, if alive, fall in the hand of a worſe husband, bus 
can ye think, that she could have fallen in the hands of one bet= 
xcr + and if Chiiſt marry with your houſe , itis your honours 
not any cauſe of grief, that Jeſus should portion any of yours 
ere she enjoy your portiony is it not great love ? the patrimony 
is more, theo any other could give: 4s bead is impo= 
ible; to lay « better, is blagphewy, The King & Prince of ages 
can keep them berrery then ye can doe, While she was alive, ye 
could :;nrruſt her to Chriſt, & recommend her to his keeping 2 
now by an afcer faith ye have reigned herunto bimyzin whoſe bos 
ſom doe fleepall chat are dead inthe Lord, ye would havelcne 
her ro ploric the Lord upon carth, &he bath borrowed her(with 
romile to reſtore her agaiv, 1 Cor.15: 53,TTheſſ-4-15:16+Yr6 
# an organ of the immediate glorifying of bimſclfin heaven; 
Sioleſs glorifyiog of Godzis berter then fintfull glorifying of him, 
And ſure, your prayers concerning her are fulfilled, I sball defirey 
if the Lord 5hali be pleaſed the ſame way to diſpoſe ofher morher, 
that ye haveche ſame minde. Chriſt cannot multiply injuries ups 
on you:if the fountain be the love of God, (as I hope it is) ye arg 
enciched with loſſes, Ye know all I can lay , berrer » before 
was ia Chriſt , then [ can expreſs it. Grace be with you. ; 
London, Jan, 6. 1646» Yours in Chriſt Ieſus, S$.K 


—.._—_ 


To 4 Chriſtian Gentlewoman. 


MISTRESS, 

Race , merey & peace be to you: If Death , which is be« 
fore you & us ail, were avy other my » bur a friendly dife 
ſolution y & a change y not a deſtruction of Life , ir would ſera 
a hard voyage, to goe through luch a ſad & dark trance, ſo #hey- 

ny a valley, as is the wages of fin : bur I am confident , the 
ye know , though your foot never trodeia thatblack shadow; 
the loſs of life is gaiaro you; it Chriſt Jeſus be the period y the 
end & lodging-home, at the end of your journey,therc is no fear , 
yegoetoa friend : & fince ye have had a communion with hiaz 
ig this lify , and he hack a pawne & pledge of yours > crentbs 
Ll hugels 
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ge Share of your love & heart,ye may look Death in the face 
with joy. If the heart be in heaver » the remnant of you canooe 
be,kept the priſoner ofthe ſecond Death. But though He bethe 
ſume Chrift in the other life, ye found him to be bere ;, yer he is 
ſo far in his excellency, beauty, ſweerneſs, icradiations & beams 
of Majeſty, above what he appeared here, when he is ſeen as he 
is, hart ye hall micken him » & hesball appear a new Chriſt; & 
his kiſſes, breathings,embracementsxthe perfume, the oyntment 
ofhis name poured out on you » thall appear to have moreof 
God, & a ſtronger (mell of heaven, of cternity , of a Godhead 1 
of Majeſty & glory there, then here: As water at the fountain , 
apples io the orchard & beſide the tree, have more of their na- 
tive (weetneſss taſte & beaury,theo when tranſported to uszſome 
hundered miles. I mean oor that Chriſt can loſe any of his ſweer. 
nels in the carrying, or that he, in bis Godbead & lovclioels of 
prelence, can bechanged tothe worſe, berwixr the little ſpot of 
the carth ye arc in, and the right haud of the father, far above 
all heavens; but the change will be io you, when ye thall hare 
new ſcnfcs, and the ſoul shall bea more deep & more capacious 
velſcl, rorake in more of Chriſt ; and when means, the cha. 
riot, the Goſpel, that he is now carricd ia , and ordinances that 
conveigh him, hall be removed. Sure ye cannot now beſaid to 
ſce hiry face to face, or to drink of the wineof che higheſt four» 
tain, or to takein ſeas and tides cf fresh love, immediately, 
without veſſels, midſcs or meſlengers y at the fountain it (elf, 
as ye shall doc a few dayes hence; when ye $hall be (o near,as to 
be with Chiiſt, Luk. 23: 43, Tob, x7: 24. Phil. x: 33.1 Theſs 
4 17. ye would (nodonbt) beſtow a dayes journey, yea, many 
dayes journey on carth, ro goc up to heave, and ferch down 
any thing of Chriſt: how much more may ye be willing to make 
2journcy, to gocin perſon to heaven, (iris not loſt time , but 
gaincderernicy) to enjoy the full Godbead ; & then in ſuch a 
Manns 25 be is pot theres in his weekedayes apparcly as beis 
here wirh us, in a drop or the tenth part of a night's dewing of 

& ſweetneſs; but be is there in his Marriage-robe of glory» 
mcker. more coſtly , more precious , in one hem or butten 
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© the well is deep! ye hall then think that Preachers, & finfull 
Ambaſſ:dours 0+: carth,did but (pill & mar his praiſes, when t 
ſpoke of bin, an«l pre ached his beauty, Alas/ webur makeChri 
black & leſs lovely, in making ſuch infigoificant, & dry,& cold, 
& low expreſſions of bis higlbeft & tranſcendent luper-excellen= 
cy» to thedaughters of Jeruſalem, Sure, 1 have often, for 
o4n part, (finned in this thing, No doubr , Angels doe not ful 
their task according to their obligacion,in that Chriſt thew 
feer from falling with tac loſt Devils; though 1 know, t are 
not behinde in going tothe utmoſt of created pawer; but there 
is 6n in our praiing,&(ia in the quantity, befides other fins. But I 
muſt leave thiszit 15 100 deep lor me. Gockſee,& we defire to goes 
with you: But we are not maſters of our own dict. 1fin thar laft 
journeys yetread on a ſerpertio the way,& thereby wound your 
heel,as Jekus Chriſt did before you, the print of the wound hall 
not be known , at therclurreftion of the juſt. Death is but an 
awſom ſtep over Time & Sia, to ſweer Jeſus Chriſt, vho knew 8 
{ct the worſt of Death; for Death's tecth hurt him: We know, 
Death hath notecth pow , no jaws;for they are brokentic is a froe 
prifon, Citizens pay nothing for the Grave: the Jaylor, who had 
thepower of Dcath , is deſtroye1: praiſe & glory bero thefirſt 
begotren of the dead The worſt poflivly that may be is, that ye 
leave behinde youz children, hu: band, & the Church of God mm 
miſcries z bur ye cannot gerthem to heaven with you for the 
preſent: ye $hall oor miſe chem & Chritt cannot miſcount one of 
the pooreſt of his lambs: no lad, no giile, no poor one 5hall be a 
m:{ſing, ere ye ſce thera againzin the day thatthe Sor shall render 
vpthe Kingdom to his Father, Theevening & the hadow of 
every poor hircling is comiog,; the Church of Chriſt's ſav in this 
lieis declining low : not a (oul of the Militant cempany will be 
here, within few Generations: our Husband will ſend for them 
all. It isa rich mercy, weare not martied to Time , longer then 
the courſe be finished. Ye may rejoyces that ye got notto 
beaven, till ye knewys that Jeſus is there before you, that when 
yecome rhither, at your luſt entryy ye may finde, the ſmell of his 
oynements, his Myrrhes Aloes & Caſſia: apd this fict ſakutation 
of his will caake you finds » it is 00 oanngble grocie 
3 2. 


\ 


$32 M*'RuTHzrFooRD's FPpiſt. 48; 
Goe and enjoy your gain, live on Chriſt's love, while ye are bere, 
and all the way: as for the Church ye leave behinde you, the Goe 
yerament is upon Chriſt's zhoulders z and be will plead for the 
blood of bisSaints: The bush bath been burning above fire 
thouſand years » & we never yet ſaw the asbes of this fire : yers 
lirtle while & the vifioo shall oor tarry » it sball ſpeak & not lye. 
I am more aſraid of my duty , then of the Head Chriſt's go. 
verament: he cannor fail to bring judgement to victory, O that 
we could wait for our hidden life ' O that Chriſt would remorye 
the covering , draw afide the curtain of time, & rent the heay. 
ens & come down! O that shadews & night were gone, thar the 
day would break, & he, that feedeth among the lilies, would cry 
to his heavenly rrumperters, make ready, let us goe down CF fold 
together the four corners of the world, & marry the Bride, His 
grace be with you. Now if | bave found favour with you, & if ye 
judge me taithfull, my laſt ſure ro youis, that ye would leave 

me a legacys & that is, that my name be ar the very laſt io your 
prayers; as I delirealſo, it may bein the prayers of thoſe of your 
Chriſtian Acquaintance, with whom ye have been itntimare, 


London. Jan. 9. Your Brother in his own 
1646. Lord Ieſus, S.R. 


— 


To my Lady 
KS = MN HM ER © 


M A D A M. 

Races mercy & prace be to you: Ir isthe leaſt of the prince- 

ly & royal bounty of Jeſus Chriſt , ropay a Kicg's debu 

& not to have his ſcryanrs ar a loſs, Hirgold is berrer then yours, 
& his bundred fold is the in- come & reot of heaven, & tar abore 
your revenues * ye are pot the firſt who have caſten up your ac- 
counts that way: berter baye Chriſt your faftor, then any other; 
for be tradeth to the advantage of his poor ſervants. Bur if the 

huodred fold io this life beſo well told, as Chriſt cannot pay you 

with miſcounting or deferred bope, O what muſtthe reot of 

that Land be, which rendereth every day , & cvery bour of the 

9" © ya 
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cars of loog Erervity,the wholerent of a year,yeazof more then 
thouſand thouſands of ages , even the weighty 10-come of a rich 
Kingdom, not every ſummer once, but every moment | That 
fume of glory will take you & all the Angels telling. To bea 
Teonant to ſuch a Land-lord, where every berry & grape ofthe 
large field beareth no worſe fruit then glory , fulneſs a add 
pleaſures that endure for evermore; I leave it to your ſelf rothiok 
" what a ſummer, whata ſoil, what a garden , muſt bethere;z and 
what muſt berhe commodities of that higheſt Land , where Sun 
& Moon areunder the freer of the inhabitants. Surely the Laod 
cannot be bought with = blood, banisbment, loſs of father 
& mother, husband, wife, children. We but dwell here becauſe 
we can doe no better; it is need , not vertue, to be ſojourners in 
apriſon; to weep & ſigh, & Alas! rofin 60 or 70 yearsin a land 
o cears $ the fruits that grow bereare all ſcaſoned & falred with 
fn. O how ſweet is it, that the company of the firſt born shoulA 
be divided in two great bodies of anArmyz& ſome in their coun- 
trey, & Come in the way to their countrey ! If ir were no more 
but to ſee once the face ofthe Prince of this good land , & ro be 
feaſted for eternity with rhe fatneſs z ſweerneſs » dainties of the 
rayes & beams of matchleſs glory , & incomparable fountain- 
love it werea well ſpent journey, to creep hands & feer,through 
ſeven deaths & ſeyen hellsztojcn)joy him up at the well. bead. One 
ly let us nor wearyzthe miles to that Land are fewer & $horter , 
then when we firſt beleeyed; ſtrangers are not wiſeto quarrel with 
their Hoſt, & complain of their lodging: ir is a foul way, bur a 
fair home, O, that I had bur ſuch grapes &cluſters our ofthe 
Land, as I have ſometime ſeen & taſted in the place , whereof 

our La : maketh mention! but the hope of ir in the end is an 

cartſom convoy in the way. If I ſee little more of the gold, tif 
the race be ended, I dare not quarrel : it is the Lord : I hopehis 
chariot sball goc through theſe three Kingdoms , after our ſuf« 
feriog $ball be accompliched. Grace be with you. 


London, Jan, 36, Your La: in Teſus Chrifts 
1645. ; S. KR. 
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To Mr L GO. 


Reverend & dear Brother 

shall wich my ſoul delize the peace of cheſe Kingdoms , & I 
doe beleeve, itshall at laſt comrs as ariver & as the mighty 
waves of theſea, but O that we were ripe andin readinclc ro 
recave it !/ The preſerving of two or three or four or live 
berries, in the outmoſt boughs of tic Olive tices after the via- 
pe » like to be a great mater ere all be done: yer 1 know, x 
Cluſter in bothKingdoms $hall be aved,ftor a blu(Cog is in it:bur 
it is not (Itcar) fo nexr tothe dawning of the day of Salv atio, 
bur that clouds muſt ſend down mor showers of blood, to watce 
the viocyard of the Loid, & ro cault it to bloom. ScorlanZ's 
ſcum is not yer removed 5 pot is England's diois acd tin taken 
away ; nor thefilch ofour blovd purged by the {pirit of Judge= 
ment &theſpiric of Burning: But | aw too much on this lad ſubs 
jet. As for my lf, Jdoc cftcem not hing out of heaven » and 
next to a communion with Jelus Chriſt » more z then to br in 
the hearts and prayers of the ſaints; 1 know, he ſeeder) there 
amovegſt the lilies, till che day break: but I am at a low chb*; as 
toany ſcnlible communion with Chriſt; yea, aszlow as any 
foul can be, & doelcarce know where 1 am; & doc row makei 
a Queſtion , If any can goe tohim, who dwellkth in light in. 
acccſſible. through nothing but darkneſs, Sare , all thatcome 
to heaven haves ſtock in Chriſt ; but I know not where mine 
is ; It cannot beenough for me, to bclecye rhe Salvation of 
others , & to know Chriſt co þethe honey» comb, the Roſe of 
Sharon , the Paradiſe & Eden of the Saints & firſt-borny wiite 
gen in heaven » & not to ſe afar the borders of that good land; 
Bur what (hall I lay ? Embcr this is the Lord, making grace 
new Creation » where there is pure nathing & fiafull nothing ro 
work upon ; or Iam gene. I sbould count my foul iogaged 
to your ſelf , & others there with you, if ye would bur carry to 
Chriſt ſor me a lextcr of cipbers & non-ſcale ; ( for | know not 
how to make lauguage of my condition) onely showing that [ 
have need of bis love - forl know , many fairacd washcn oocs 


$40d nov ia white þforc the throne z who were once as black 
. as 
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a | am. If Chriſt paſs his word ro wash 2 finner , it is leſs to 
him then a word ro make fair Angels of black Devils: Onely 
let the art of free Grace be ingaged. I have nota Cautioner to 
give ſurety , nor docth a Mediator, ſuch as he is in all perfec- 
tioo, need a Mediator; But what | needs be knoweth; onely, ir 
is his depth of wiſdom, to ler ſome paſs millions of miles over 
ſcore in debt, that they may ſtand berween the winniog & the 
Loing,in need of more then ordinary free grac:. Chrilt bath been 
multiplying Grace & Mercy, above theſc tiverhouſand years: & 
the latter born beirs have ſo much greater guiltineſs, that Chriſt 
hath paſſed moe experiments& mul: iplicd eſſays of heart-loveſon 
others, by misbeleevingy after ir is paſt all queſtion, many hund= 
reds of ages, that Chriſt is the undeniable & now uncontrover- 
ted Trealurer of multiplied redemptions ; ſo now he is aying » 
The more of che diſeaſe there is, the more of the Phyſician's arty 
of Grace & tenderneſs, thzre muſt be: Onely I know , no finner 
can put iofigite Grace ro ir, ſo as the Mediaror $hall have difi- 
cultic or much adocgto fave this or that man; Millioos of hells of 
ſinners cannot come near to exhauſt infinite Grace. I pray you, 
(remembring my love to your wife,& friends there) let me finde 
that | have Sollicirors there amongſt your acquaiatance » & for- 
get not Scotland. 

London. Jan. 30.1646 Your Brother in Teſus Chrift, S. R. 


— 


To my Lady 
—_T SS 5 WS 
M A D A M. 


T is roo like, the Lord's controverſic with theſe two Nations 
is bur yer beginning , & chat we are ripened & white for the 
Lord's Gekle, Forthe particular condition your La: isin, ano 
ther might ſpeak (if they would ſay all) of moreſad things. If 
there were not a fountain of free Gracezto water the dry ground, 
& an uncreatcd wind, to breath on withered & dry bones, wz 
were gone. The wheels of Chriſt's Chariot ro pluck ys! our of 
the womb of many deaths, are winged like Eagles, All I have, 
is > rodclire ro beleceye that Chriſt willshow all good-will to 
| * Ll 4 fare , 
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ve: & as for your La: I know that the Lord Jeſus carricth 
pn no delign againſt you , but ſeckerth to ſave & redeem you: 
He licrh not in wait for your fall's , except it be ro take you op: 
His way of redeemiog is ravisbiog and taking: There are moe 
giracles of glorified Gopers in heaven, then can be on the earth, 
Nothing of you, Madam, nay not your leaf, can wither, 
Verily, itisa King's lifeto follow the Lamb. But when ye (ce 
kim in bis own countrey at homey ye will think ye never ſaw hin 
before; He shall be admired of all them that beleeve,2Theſin: 10. 
Ye may judge how far all your row [ad dayes&toflings,changes, 
fles, wants, conflicts , shall then be below you. Ye look 
co the Crols z now it is above your head , & ſcrmsto threaten 
Death, as baving a Dominion z bur it ball then be fofar below 
your thoughrs,or your thoughts lo far above itzthar yesball have 
eo leiture to lend one thought to old » dated eroflrs , in youth, 
in age, jo this countrey or 1a that, from rhis inſtrument or from 
aoother; — be to the heightnivg of yaur conſolation; bee 
iog now got above & beyond all theſe. Old age & waxing old 
& 4 garment is written on the faireſt face ofthe Creation, Pſal, 
O03 ;: 26. 27. Death', from Adam to the iccond Adaont s 
ance , playeth the King & reigneth over all, the prime 
heire dicd, bis children , which the Lord hath given, follow 
him ; and we may ſpeak frecly of the life which is bcre , were it 
Qcaven , there were not much gain in godlineſs ; bur there is 
«reſt for the people of God, Chrilt=man polleſiethit now 1500, 
years, before many of his members ; bur it weareth not out. 
Grace be with you, 


London. Fcbr, 16. Your La: in his ſweet 
1646. Lord, $S. R. 
To the Lady 
= 7 © W_ x ©. * 
M A D A M. 


(== » mercy & peace beto you : Jt hath {cemed good {as 
[ hear) to him, who hath appointed a bounds for the num» 
ber of our moverhs , to gatber-10 a sheafof ripe corn ( in the 
geath of your Chriſtian Mother) into bis garner 7 It is _— 
evident z 
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evident , that winter is near » when apples without violence of 
viad, doc oftheir own accord fall off the tree, She is now aboye 
the winger, with a lictle chaoge of place, nor of a Saviour; onely 
che enjoyerh him nov withour meſſages, & in his own 1mmediar 
preſence from whom he hear by letters and meſſengers before, 
I granc, Death is ro her a very new thing, but Heaven was pree 
pared of old: Chriltzas enjoyed in his higheſt throne, & as loaded 
with glory,& incomparably exalred above mend Angels,bavjng 
ſuch a heavenly Circle of glorificd harpers & Muſicians above, 
compalling the throne with a ſong) is ro her a new thing; bur ſo 
new , as th: firſt fammereroſe or the firſt fruirs of that -avenly 
ficld, or as anew Paradiſe to a traveller , broken & worn out of 
breath, with the fad occurrences of a long & dirty way. Ye may 
ealily judge » Madam , what a large recompence is made to all 
her ſervice, her walking with God. & her ſorrows y with the firſt 
caſt of rhe ſoul's eye upon the shiniog & admirably beaurifull 
face of rhe Lamb, that is in the midſt of char fair & white Army, 
that is there z & with chefirſt draught & taſte of the fountain of 
life, fresh & newat the wellhead 3 To fay nothing of the en= 
joying ofthar face » without adate, for more then this terme 
of life which we now enjoy. Andit coſt her nomoreto goe 
thither , but to ſatfer Death rodoe her this piece of ſervice: 
For by him » who was dead & is alive, she was delivered from 
the ſecond death 3 Whar rhen 18 the firſt death ro the ſecond ? 
Not a ſcratch of rhe hide of a foger, tothe endleſs ſecond 
death. Andnow shefirteth for ercrnity meal-free, 10 a very con. 
fiderable Land, which hath more then four ſummers in 
the year, O whar Spring - times there! Even the (melling of 
the odoursof that great & eternally blooming Roſe of Sharon 
forever & ever f Whar a (inging life is thee? There is noe 
adumb bird in all chat large field, bur all ing & breach our 
heaven, joy , glory » dominion the,bigh Prince of thar 
few found Long And vecily the L is the ſweeter, thar Je= 
ſus Chriſt payed ſo deara rent for it, and he is the glory of the 
Land. All which , I hope » doecth not ſo much mitigate & allay 
your prief, for her part, (& truely this should ſeem lafficient) as 
the udcrring expectation of the _y of char day upon your, 
Lis 
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f, andthe hope ye haveof the fruition of that ſame King and 
Kingdom to your ownſoul:Certainly,the hope ofit, when things 
look fo dark. like on borh Kiogdoms,muſt be an exc: eding great 
guicknivg to languirhing ſpirits , wbo are far from home while 
we are here, What milery, to have both a bad way allthe day, & 
no hope — at night * But He hath caken up your lodg» 
b) 


ing for you. 1 can {ay no more now; bur | pray,chat the very God 
of pzacc may cſtablish your heart to the end, I reſt, 
M A D A M. 
London. Fcbr. 24+ Your La:at ail reſpeRive obes 
1646. dience inthe Lord, S. R- 
To M, QO. 


Sir. 

= wricc nafhing the the preſeat concerniog theſe rimes( what 

ev:rothers may think) but chat which ſpeaketh wrath & jud- 
gement totheſe Kingdoms. If eycr ye. or any of that Land , re» 
cctved the Goſpel in rhe trurch [as Iam confident, ye & they 
did,]there is here a great departare From that faich, & our lut» 
ferings are not yet at an end, However , I dare teſtifie anddie 
far it , that once Chriſt was revealed in the power of his excel. 
ency aud glory to theſaines there » and in Scotland , of which 
I was2 witachs. [ pray God, nope deccive you,or take the crown 
from you. Hell or the gates of Hell cannot ravel, mary or undoe 
what Chriſt hath once done amongſt you. It may be , that I am 
uncapable of ew light, and canrot reccive that Spirit {whereof 
ſome vaioly boaſt; bur that which was from che beginni®g, vhick 
ve have heard, which we haveſcen with our cycs, which we baye 
looked upon, & out hands have handled, even the word of lifes 1 
Job. 1: 22 3+ bath been declared to you; Thouſands of thouſands 
walking io that ligbe & oy > old way;bavec gone tO heaven, 
& are now before the thr Treth is but onc,% hath no rume 
bers. Chriſl & Antichriſt are both now in the camp, are come 
ro open blowex; Chriſt's poor ship ſailethio 8 ſea of blood , the 
paNrngerrare ſo ſea-fick of a high fever , that they miſcall one 


augther, Chriſt (1 bope) hall briog the brake bark to land: 1 
Lad 
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had rather (wim for life & death, on an old plank, or a/broken 
board, to land with Chriſt, then enjoy the rotren peace we have 
hitherto had. It is like » the Lord will cake a ſevere courſe with 
us, to cauſe the children ofthe family agree rogerher.1 conceive, 
that Chriſt hath a great dchigne of free grace to theſe Lands : bux 
lus wheels muſt move over mountains & rocks : He never yer 
woord a Bride on carth , but in blood; in fire, & in the wilder. 
neſs, A crols of our own chuſing,honeyed & ſugared with coaſg.. 
lations, we cannct have:l think not much of a croſs, when all the 
childcen of the houſe weep with me & for me:& roſufter wheawe 
cnjoy the communion of Saints, 1s ror much;but it 18 hard when 
Saints rejoycc in the ſuftcringof Saints, & redeemed ones kurry 
yea, even goe nigh tobate redeemed ones. [ confeſs, 1 imagined, 
there had 16 more becn luch an affiction on earth, orion the 
world, then that one elect Angel should hghe againſt another ; 
but ſor contempt of the communion of Sainty , wehave need of 
pew- born eroiles, ſcarce ever heard of before: the ſaints are not 
Chriſt, chere is no micjudging in himy there is muchinue: &a 
doube it is, if we +hall have fully one heart, gill we e0)oy one hea- 
yen; our Rtar-light hideth yg from aur ſclyes,& hideth us one from 
another, & Chriſt from us all; but he will nor be hidden from us, 
I shall wich that all the ſons of cur father in that Land be of one 
minde , & that they be nor chaken nor moved from the Truch 
once received, Chriſt was in that Goſpel , & Chriſt is the ſame 
now that he was tn the Prelares time: That Goſpel cannor fink, 
it will make you free & bear you our. Chriſt, the ſubjeRt ofir , is 
the choſen of God, & comerh from Boxrab, with garments dyed 
in blood. Ircland & Scorlan+both muſt be bis field, in which he 
hall feed & gather lilies: ſappoſe] (which yer is impoſſible) thar 
ſore had an eternity of Chriſtin Ireland , & a (weet ſummer of 
the Goſpel, & a feaſt offar thiags for evermorein Ireland, & one 
thould never come to heaven, it should be a defirabl< life ; rhe 
Kiog's ſpikenard, Chrift's perfume; his apples of loye, bis _ 
mcnts, even down in this lower houſe ir / a , arc achoice hea. 
yen: O whar then is the King in his own land ' wherethereis 
ſych a throne, ſo many Kings palaces, ten thouſtnd thouſan4s of 
crowns of gloryzthat want heads yerto fill ther:© lo —_— 
ure 
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fure as thall bethere ro fing ! O (ach a tree as groweth therein 
the midſi of that paradiſe , where the inbabirancs fing eternally 
under it's branches ! To look in at a window, & feethe branch- 
es burdcned with the apples of life , ro be the laſt man that +hall 
come in thither z were roo much for me. I pray you remems 
ber me rothe Chriſtians there, & remember our private Cove» 
nant. Grace be with you, 

London. April. 17, Your [riend in the Lord 
1646, Feſury $. R, 


L —— — 


ToEARLESTOWN Elder. 
Str, 
I Know ye have learned long agoe y ere I knew any thing of 
Chriſt, that if we had the Croſs at our own cdleftion, we would 
cither have law-ſurcty for frecdom from it y or then we would 
have it honeyed & fugared with comforts, ſo, as the ſweer sbould 
over-maſter the gall & wormwood. Chriſt knoweth bowto breed 
the ſons of his houſe , & ye will give him leave to take bis own 
way of diſpenſation with you z & chough it be rough » forgive 
him: be h you to have as much patiencero hum, as be bath 
born toyou. Iam ſure , there cannot a dram-weight of gall 
Þc leſs in your cup; & ye would nor deſire, he should bork afflit 
you, & hurt your foul. Whenſhis people cannot bave a Provie 
dence of ilk & roſes, they muſt be coarcnt with ſuch an one as 
he carveth out for them; ye would not goe to beaven but with 
companys & ye may perceive that the way oftboſe who weng 
fore you, was through blood, ſufferings, many afflitions; 
Nay, Chriſt, the Captains went in over the door-threshold of 
Paradiſe, bleeding to death. I doe not think bur ye have learned 
ro ſtoop, though ye ( 2s others) be naturally ſtiff; & rhat ye have 
found that the apples & ſweet fruits,which grow on that crab- 
bed tree of the Croſs, are as ſweet as it is ſowreto bear irzeh 
cially conſidering that Chriſt hath born the whole compica 
Crols, & his Saints bear but bits & chipes; as the Apoſtle faith 
The remnant; ot leavings of the —_ | judge you ren thoge 
land times bappy> that eyer ye was Grage's debxery for _ 
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Chriſt bath ingaged you over head & ears to free Grate, & rake 
the debr with (you to Ererniry  ImmanuePs higheſt land , 
where ye finde before you a hooſe-full of Chriſt's everlaſting 
debters, rheiels chame to you. Yea y & this lower Kingdom 
of Grace is but Chriſt's Hoſpical &;Gueſt-bouſe of Gck Bike » 
whom the brave & noblePbyfician Chriſt hath cured,upon a ven® 
ture of life & death. Andit ye be near the waterfide (as | know 
ye are) all chat | can fay is this, Sir , that 1 feel by the ſmell of 
that land, which is before you, that it is a goodly Countrey , && 
it is well payed. for ro your band y & he is before you who will 
heartily welcome your O to fuck thoſe breaſts of full coaſolatioa 
above, & to drink Chriſt's new wine vp is bis father s houſe, is 
ſome greater matter then is belceved! fince it was brewed from 
eternity for the head of the houſe, & ſo mary thouſand crowned 
Kings : Rubsin the way, where the lodging is ſo good, are noe 
much. He that brought again from the dead the great Shep« 
herd of the sheep , by the blood of the exernal Covenant, cſta« 


blish you tothe end. 
Lendon May. 15- Your [friend and ſervant in 
1646. Chriſt leſus, S. RK. 


To bis reperend & worthy Brother 
Mr GG GILLESPIE 


Reverend & deay Brother. 

| Cannot (peak to you; the way ye know; the paſſage is free & 

not ſtopped , the prior of the footſteps of the ſore-runner is 
clear & manifeſt » many haxe gone b:fore you: Ye will nor 
ſleep long in the duſt veforBrke day break : ir is a far shorter 
piecc of the hinder» end of the night to you,then ro Abraham & 
Moſes , betde all the time of their bodics reſting under corrup-» 
tion; 12 Is as long yer ro their days as to your morning lighe of 
awaking tO ws þ though their ſpirite,haviog the ad yantage of 


yours , have had now the fore-ſtart of the shore before you. L 


dare ſay nothing againſt his diſpenſation; [ hope to follow quick- 

ly: The b-irs that are not there before you,art poltiog with bafte 

after you » & none (hall rake your lodging Over your head, Be 
Bot 
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not heavy , the life of faith is now called for : doing was never 
reckooed io pow accounts , { though Chriſt in & by you hath 
done morethcn 

Paſtors) briceving gow is your laſt: Look to that word: Cal.s; 
v. 20. Nevertheleff live, yetnot 1, but Chriftlicahb inme: 
Ye know the / that liveth , and the ] that livethnot: Itis na 
fingle Ye that liveth, Chriſt by law liveth in the broken debeer; 
Ir is not a lifeby doing or boly walking » but theliviog of 
Chriſtio you. If yelookto your ſelf as divided from Chiift, 
e muſt be more then beavy. All your wants [ dear Brother) 
& him: ye are tis debrer, Grace muſt ſumme and 
ſubſcribe your accounts as paid : ſtand not upon Irems , ard 
ſmall or lictle Sanftification 5; ye know, inberent Holindh 
maſt ſand by , when imputed is all. 1 tear the clay-houſe is 
a taking down and undermining ; but it is nigh the dawningy 
Jook tothe Eaſt , the dawning of glory is ncar : your Guide 
ood compauy, avd knowcth all the miles, and the up's and 
owns in the way x; the nearer the morning , the darker. Sore 
eraveller ſerth che city 20 miles off, and at a diſtance ; 2nd yer 
withia the cighe part of a mile, be cannot (ee it, Ir is all keeping) 
that ye would now have; nill ye need it : and if ſenſe and fruntion 
come both at once, it 1s pot your lols t Jer Chriſt rutour you, 
as he thinks good; ye cannot be azarred nor miſcarry in his hand, 
Want is an excelicot Qualifcation , & wo money ns price, to 
ou, (who , I know, 4arc not glory in your own righteouſneh) 
is firncſs warrantable enoug hy to caſt your ſelt upon himy » bo 
juſtifieth the ungodly, Some fee the gold once, & never again 
ill che races end : it iscoming af}in a furnme together , when 
ye are ina More gracious ys to £cll it then now? Ye ar 
not come tothe mount that burneth with fire, nor unto blacknefi, 
darkneſs and tempeſt : but ye are come to mount Zion , unto 
#hecity of thelr: ing God, the heavenly Feruſalem, & to an in« 
mumerable company of Angelr,to thr peneral Aſſembl) 0 Church 
of the fir ſt-born, which are written in beaven,C1oGod 1he Judge 

of all, & the Spirits of juſt men made perfeft , & to leſus 1 
Mediator of the new Covenant,C&to the bleed of ſprinklmg,eoe. 
Y c muſt leave the wiſe to a more choice hus band) & the children 
[9 


by rwenty,yea an hundred gray - haired & godly 
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to a berrer facher Jfyc leaveany teſtimony rorhe Lords 43 
& Covenant » againſt both Malignants & SeQtaries {which T 
ſuppoſe may be nredfull) ler it bz uader your hand, & ſubſcribed 
before faithfull witneflcs. 


St Andrews Sept, 27» Y owr loving & afiAed Broe 
648. ther, S. "OY 
To Miſtreſ 
G EF = LT aHNE RS 
Dear Silter. 


have heard how the Lord hath vifired you, in removing the 

| Fr Archibald. | hope ye fe,the ſetting down of the weight 
of your confidence & affetion upon 20y created thing » = 
ther busband or childey is a decerving thing + and that che Crea- 
race is 00 able ro brar your weight , bur linkerh down to very 
nothing under your conhidence ; and thereſore ve are Chiift's 
d-brer for all provideness ofthis kinde » even 19 that he buildeth 
an h:dge of thorns in your way ; for ſo ye ſee , his gracious in» 
tencion is to ave you (If I may fay ©) wherher ye will or ot, 
It is a rich mercy that the Lord Chualt will be Maſter of your will 
and of your delights , and that his way is ſo farr, for the landiog 
of kus band 2nd children before» hand, in the coumrey whither- 
to ye aie journeying, No matter, how little ye beingaged tothe 
world , finer ye have ſuch experience of croſs dealiog 19 ict had 
ye bren a chile of the houſe , the world would have dcalt more 
warmly with it's own : there is leſs of you our of beaven that 
the childe is theres avd the hunband is there » bur much moretbor 
your HeadsKinſman and Redeemer docth ferch home ſuchzas are 
in danger tobe loſt: and from this rime forward, ferch not your 
comforts from ſuch broken ciſterns and dry wells: if the Lord 
pull at the reſt, ye muſt not be the creature, that shot{ hold when 
he drawerh. Truly , to me your caſe is more comfortable , 
then if the Gre. de were well plennhed with ten children ; che 
Lord law ye was able by his grace,to brarthe boſe of busband and 
childe ; and that ye are that wenk and render, as nor to be able 
to Rand wade the mercy of a graciees bus dane hiving , & flow- 
r_hng 
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richiog in eſteem with Authority, & in reputation ſor Godliocl; 
& Learmiog: for be knoweahythe weight of theſe mercies would 
crauth you & break you: & as there is no ſcarching out of hu an- 
derſtagding) ſo be hath skill ro know, what providence will make 
Chriſt deareſt ro you: & Icr not _ heart lays it is anil wail. d 
diſpenſation. Sure Chriſt, who hath ſeven cyecs, had before him, 
rhe good of a living burband & children for Margara Murray, 
&the good of a removed burbandegchildren ——_ to glory; 
now bchath opened bis decree to you: ſay, Chriſt bath made jor 
me 4 wiſe & gracious choicey& 1 have not one word to ſay on the 
contrary. Let not your beart charge any thing, oor Unbelcef 
libel 1nj uries upon Chriſt; becauſe be will not Ict you alove; oct 
give you leaveto play the idolatreſs with ſuch, as have vor thus 
right to your love that Chriſt hath. I chould wizb;at the readi 
of this, that ye ____ down & make a ſurrender of thoſe thar 
are gone and theſe thatare yer alive, "20 him: and for you , ler 
him have all , and waitfor bimſclf, for be will come & will not 
tarry: live by faith, andthe peace of God guard your beart: he 
canvot die whoſe ye are. My wikc ſuffers wich you, & remeay« 


bereth her love to you. 
St Andrews, Auguſt, 14. Your Brother in 
1649- Cirift, S, K. 


———————— 


To the worthy & much bonoured Collonel 


Much bonoured & trucly worthy. 

hope ] sball nor nerd to sbew you, thar ye are in greater 

hazard fiom your ſelf and your own ſpirit » which wouldbe 
watched over, (that your atings for God may be clean , fpiri- 
euall, purely for Ged , for the Prince of the Kiogs ofthe carth) 
then ye can be in danger from your enemics* O how hard 
it to ger the intentions ſo cut off from, and raiſed above the 
Creature , as to be without mixture of creature and carnall- 
;meereſts, andto baycthbe ſoul is bcayenly aftings oncly , ooc- 
1) <yciog himſcll, and aQtwg from love to God, rey —_ 


G. K E R. 
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_ of men) before you in God, All the cfearturess 
ihe words , all the hoſts in Sriecdks, codla this glob of 
the habitable world z are but under him Gogle ci — 
no number , the product being oothing » bur men , 
painted ſwords in s bred - without influcnce from him : And © 
what of God is in Gideon's (word, when it is the ſword ofthe 
Lord! I wish a ſword from beaven to you & orders from heaven 
to you to goe ont ,. & as much peremptocindle of a heavenly 
will , as to lay & abide by it, I will nets I hall not gee out , 
except thou goe with me. 1 defire nor to be rash in judging , bur 
Jam a & r to the minde of Chriſt, 1f our Adverſaries, who 
have uojuſtly invaded us, be not now in the camp of thoſe, that 
make war with the Lamb ; but the lamb hall overcome them 
at length 5 for be is the Lord of Lords aod King of Kings , & 
they who are with him are called&choſen & faitbtull: & hk 
ye & I ſee but thedark fde of God's diſpenſarions this day to- 
wards Britain, yer the fair, beautifull & defireable cloſe of ir muſt 
be the confederacic of the nations of the world with Britain's 
Lord of Armies: &let me dic in the comforts of the faith of this, 
that a throne «hall be fer up for Chriſt is this INand of great Bri- 
tain ( which is and shall be 2 garden more fruirfull of trees of 
righteouſneſs, & payerh & hall pay moe thouſands to the Lord 
ofihe vineyard, then is paid in thrice the bounds of great Britain 
pon the carth) And then there cav be neicher Papiſt, Prelates 
Malignant » nor SeAarie,who dare draw afword againſt bim, 
that firterh upon the chrone. Sir, 1 hall wish a clean Army, fo 
far as may be, that the thovt of a King,who bh many crowns, 
be among you; & that ye may fight in faith and prevail 
with God firſt. Think it your glory to have a ſword toaft, & 
ſuffer, and dic (if ir R_ fim)b being ye may adde any thing 
to the declarative glory of Chriſt , —_— of renown , In 
manuel God with us: Happy & thrice blelſed are they, by whole 
tings , or blood , or pain , or loſs » the diaderns & rubies of 
his ugheſt & glorious crown ( whoſe yeare) chall gliſter and 
Shape, ig this quarter of the habuable _ Though he need 
a 
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nor Gilbert Ker nor his fword; yer this r have ye with biy 
redeemed fouldiers, ro call Chriſt High Lord efoton 
ye hope for pay, andall arcers well told : Goe on, wertby Sip, 
in the courage of faith, following the Lamb : make not hafte 
unbcleevingly; bur in bope & Glence keep the watch tower, and 
look out: he will come in his own time , his ſalvation thall ag 
carry» beshall place fabyation in Britains Zion , for Iſrad biy 
glory. Hi good will, who dwcic ic the bush & art turaot not, be 
yourr, & with you, I am. 

St: Andrews, Auguſt. 10. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
15459. Ieſwry S. KR. 


III 


To the worthy & much honoured, Collonel 
G, K E R. 


Much honoured & worthy Sir. 
WH | wrote1o you before I ſpake nor upon avy private 
warrant: I am where | was : Cromwell and his (1 shall 
pot ſay, but there may be & are, ſeverall ſober & godly amoogft 
them , whohavecither joyncd through mifGoformation » of 
heve gooc alongſt with the reſt io the Gmplicitie of their hearts, 
pot koowing any thing) fight 1n av unjuſt cauſe » againſt the 
Lord's lecrct ones ; & now, to the trampling of the wor: hip of 
Gody& perſecutiog _ of God in Enpland & Ircland, be 
hath brought upon his (core , the blood of the people of Godin 
Scoeland. I iotreat vou, Dear Sir, as yedefire to be ſervices 
able to Jeſus Chriſt, whole free grace prevented you z when yr 
were his cnemy » gocon without faioring , equally eſcbewi 
all m1xrure with Getlarier& Malignants:ncither of the rwo hal 
ever be ioſtrumentall roſave theLords people, or build bis bouſe: 
And without propbeſying or ſpeakiag further, then be, whole 1 
am, & whom Idehre to (crvein the Golpel of bis ſon, thall ware 
ravt, I defireto hope, & doe beleeve,there is a glory &a majeſty 
of the Prince of theKings of the carch, that shall shine & appear 
in great Brizam, which sball Darken all the glory of men, cos. 
found SefRaries & Malignants, & alert ſpirits of the fol- 
lowers ofthe Lamb, the eyes of bebalders, Sir 1 fap- 
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pole that God is to gather Malrgnonts & Seftaries, ere all be 
done , as cheaves in a barn» floor 5; & to bid the of 
jon ariſe & threah + I hope ye will mix with noe of them £ 
] am aboundantly ſatisfied, that our Armie through the Gofull 
miſcarriage of men hath fallen ; & daroſay + iris a berrer & 4 
more comfortable diſpenſation , then if the Lord had given us 
the vitory,and the necks of the reproachers of the way of Gods 
becauſe he harh done it: For, x. More blood. blaſpbemics,crucl- 
ty, treachery, mult be upon the accounts of the men, whoſe 
land the Lord forbade us to invade. 2. Vietory is ſuch a burdene 
ing & weighty mercy z that we have not ſtrength to bear it as 
it. 3. That was not theA rmy, nor Gideen”s three bundereths 
by whom be is to fave us. We muſt have one of the Lord's carv- 
ing. 4-Our enemies on both fides, are. got enough bardned, noe 
we enough mortited ro multitude, valour , & Creatures- 
Grace, grace be with you. 
$1 Andrews. Sept. 5. Your friend & ſervant in bis 
1650, ſweet Lord Leſusr, S. KR. 


To the worthy (3 much bonoured Collonel 
. 0 


Much bonoured & worthy Sir. 

T is conſiderable ; that the Lord may, & often doeth call 
to 4 work , & yer hide himſelf , & rry the faith of his own 3 
If | conceive aright, the Lord bath call«d you,to at agaioſt thar 
enemy; & the wit hd:awers of their ſword , 1n my weak appre= 
benfion , adde their ſeale unto , & take upon them the gu it of 
that vojuſt invafion of tha Land, made by Cremeel'; Army, & 
of the blood of the Lord's people in this Kingdom ; fince the 
fword put into the hand of bis Chaldrons is co execure wrath & 
eance upon ev doers: the Lord's ume of appearing for bis 
wc Land , isreſerved tothe breathiogs of the Spirit of the 
Lord, Guch as came upon Gideon & Samp/om, & thac 1s anARt of 
priacely & royal ſorcraigeity in God. Ye are, Sir,to lay bold 
00 opportunities of providence, & to wait for him, As for your 
parnucula treating by your [dycy wo — —— 
ay % $ 
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bare no midde to it, & doe look upon their way as 4 carrying os 
of the myſtery of inquiry (tor Babylen is a feat of many names. 
Srr, ler this controverfic ſtand undecided, rill the ſecond appears 
ance of Jeſus Chriſt , & our Appeal lye betore the throne un» 
diſcuſſcd till that day , 1 hope to lic down in the grave , inthe 
Faith of the juſtneſſe of our cauſe, 1 ſpeak nothing of the mais. 
raining the greatneſle of men , not ſubordinate to the Prince of 
the Kings or the earth. 1 Judge, that the blood ofthe witoeſſe 
of Jeſus 1s found uponthe +kirrs of this ſociery , as well as in Be. 
bylons tkirts : 1 belecve, the way ofthe Lord is Col : Gilben 
Ker's ſtrength , & glory ; & I should be content 1o want my 
rt of him, {which is » I confulle, precious & dear in Chiift) 6 
C be ſpent in the ſerviceof bim , = will anon make inq uificy 
on for the blood of the truely godly , which theſe men have 
* hed, after fair warning that they were the godly of Scotland, 
Worthy Sir, 4mm notsſct your nei upder the glory 
of Jeſus, that is miſpriſed in Scotland , & give a teſtimony for 
Him , be hath names io Scotland, whbothall walk with him 
io white : This deſpiſed Covenant thall ruive Malignant s, See 
tarics & Abbeifts : Yetalitre while & bebold he comerh , and 
walketh in the greatnefſe of his ſtrevgrh , & bis garmenrs dycd 
with blood. Oh for the (ad & ternible day of the Lord open 
England , their ships of Tarshis » their fenced Cities , &c 
becauſe ofa broken Covenant! A conferepce with the enemy, 
not to hinder Attiog, ( O that the Lord would thereby, or ſome 
other way, remove the cloud that is over you ) if authority 
woul4 concure, wereto be delired ; bur it car bardly be exipec- 
red; however in the way of dury & in the filence of faith goe on, 
if yeperish , ye ateche firſt of the creations with whom the Lord 
hath taken that diſpenſariop. 1 should humbly adviſe you, Sir, te 
look to that, Dying & bebold we live, killed all the day long, & 
yer more then conquerours, There thall be the beat & warm» 
nefſc of life in your graves , & buried bones : Bur look not for 
the Lord's coming the higher way onely » for he may, come the 
lower way ; O bow little of God doe we fee, & bow myſter- 
our is be | Chriſt known is amongſt the greateſt ſeerers of 
God : Keep your ſelf in the love of God z & in order to that, 
= a 
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x far in obedience & ſubjeRtion tothe King, (whoſe ſalyation & 


wat happineſſe my ſoul defirerh) & ro every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's Gake , & ro the fundamentall lawes of this king= 
dom as your Lord requirerh. Sir , ye arcia the hearts & praye 
ers of the Lord's people in this kingdom » & in the other rwo 2: 
The Lord hath ſaid , /bere is «bleſfng in the cluſter of grapes 1 
deftroy it not, Grace, grace be upon the head of kim tha nk 
carehown his bretbrea , & che goodwill of him that dwek in 
the bu#b be with you. 
Perth. 234. Nov, 1650, Your ſervant in his ſweet 
Lord Iejus, S: R. 


To the worthy & much bonoured Collonel 
G. K E R. 


Much honoured & worthy Sir. 
know not why the people of God should nor take notice of 
| Fu bands of any , who have blood ia readineſfſe to be ler our 
for bis cauſe : And | judge it was nor of you , that ye died noe 
in the undecided controverfic » which the Lord of the whole 
carth hath with the men , whom he hath ſent agaioſt us. Dear 
& much honoured in the Lord » Let me intreat you, to be far 
from the thoughts of leaving this Laod : I lecit y & finde ity 
that the Lord hath covered the whole Land with a cloud io his 
anger ; but though I have been tempered ro the like, 1 had rather 
bein Scotland , TG angry Jeſus Chriſt , knowing he mindes 
eth no evil ro us; then ia any Eden or garden in the earrh, It wo 
can remain unircd with the Lord's remnant inche landshe layerk 
up wrath for all fort of adverſaries in Brieain. Though I never 
ſee the glory ofhis gliſtering ſword yy Britain , 1 would 
be falaced in the innocent t hes, (fac from revenge) that the 
latacs $ball dip their feet ia the Food of the (lain of the Lord:and 
trucly Sir , | ſuppoſe , ye cannot but come ro theſe thoughrs 
and weak d-lircs , before the hearer of pray:re , foc as lictle as 
yethiak of, & yaluc your (elf: for me, if i coull miade you in 
your bonds, Ipurpole aot roſtand co the account ye gives os 
thoughts ye bares of your (clf; though I knows ye are age a whis 
Ma 3 more 


50 Mr RuTuzrrooRD's Epiſt, 60; 
7 orerhCebdotebim (who wel eth his own according 19 


the weight of impured right e, } for my apprehenfioas, 
Chriſt caanor miſtake _— ——_ calculation&eſtcem 
TO_—_ makerh you to be what ye are. hope to (ee you an 
evcrlaſtiogly obliged debrer co him, whom ye sball praile, bur 
never pay : Anderucly, ye have oo riches bur that debr 3&1 
koow,ye Love to be ingaged to leſus Chriſt, the moſt excellent 
of credirors, Much joy & ſweetneſle may ye have, io ng 
written in his book : I defire ro doe it my ſelf , & I would hare 
you allo highly ro eſteem the defigne of Chriſt , who bath 
raiſed the ricbes of the glory of ſo much grace,above theCircle 
of che heaven of heayens, out of very nothings; & conrrived his 
thoughts of love, (o, that lumps of glorified clay, should Rand 
before bim for all ages » the burdens & loaden debters of free , 
eternally free grace. Sir, ye cannot calt the count of the rents 
of your (o great inheritance of glory, Grace be with you. 


Ediab. May* 18,1651, Your ſervant in his own 
| Lord Feſus, $.R. 


mn, I 


To the mach honoured and truely worthy Collonel 
G. K E R. 
Habakuk 2: Ver. 3» 4- 


Muth honoured and worthy Sir. 
TI 7 Our chains now sbine as much for Chriſt, the cauſe being 
his , as your ſword was made famous, in ating for that 
tauſe: And bleſſed arcſuch, as can — render ro Chriſt 
both ation & blood, doing & ſuffering: Reliſting unto blood 
is litrle for thar precious & never - enough exalted Redeemer » 
who, when ye were a buying, gave blood, ſoniewhar dearer then 
ye gave for him, even che blood of Gods AR. 20: 28. 1 know 
k tha®, who upon the receit of a letter that ye were killed, & the 
le of God deftrayed , 'wwithed that he might be quickly un- 
der the wall of the higher palace , from adder the dinr of the 
orm» & who longed to have the weather-bearen &crarzic bark 
y labdcdzin rhax harbour ofcrernyl quictaeſſe, What | 
| eaVice 
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ſervice Chriſt hath for you, I know oor? it is enough > tharin 
your captivity ye offer your ſervice ro Chriſt ; but if I ſteany 
thing,uc looks like a merciful defcac. { ſee the Nobles & che Stare 
alliog of fromChriſt & che night coming upon the Propherr, 
which we would pray to prevent; becauſe it is 3 raze thang to fee 

a allen ſtar win ever up again co the firmament to thine: And 
what if chis be the thick darkneſs going before rhe break of day, 
Sure » Sir, theSun sball riſe upon Scotland ; bur if | shall fee 
it , orhow near it is today » Llicave that ro him y even unrs 
Jebowah, who creats upon every dwelling place in mowuns Ziony 
OC upon ber afiemblies a cloud,t5 a ſmoke. day, the thrmmg of 
4 flaming fire by night. But vir, the wildernefſe shall rejovce & 
bloſſom, as @ roſe: & happy be, who hath a boge or an arm, rs 
pur the Crown upon the bead of our higheſt King, whoſe cha- 
r10t is paved with love : Were there tea thouſrod millions of 
hcavens created above theſc higheſt heavens , & again as __ 
above them, & as many above chem, cill Angels were weart 
vith counting , it were but too low a ſeat ro fax the princely 
throne ofchar Lord Jeſu (whoſe ye are) above them all: Creat-+ 
ed heavens aretoo low aſcat of majeſty for him. Since then there 
is none <qual to yoar Maſter & Prince, who hath choſen our for 
you, amoogſt many ſufferings for tin, char onely croffe, which 
cometh geareſt in li ro his own crofle, watered with con 
ſolations, take courage, and comfort your felf in bim,who hath 
choſen you ro glory hereafter, and ro conformity with him 
here : We fools would have a crofle of our own chuting , and 
would have our gall & wormwood ſugared, our fre cold, & our 
death & grave warmed with heat of life 5 bur he, who hath 
brought maoy children to m_ loſt none , is our beſt Tu- 
cour.1 wish when 1 am ck hee may be keeper & comforter, 


I judge it a bleſſed fall , rhat we are forfgited Heirs , broken & 
out ofcredir, & that Chrift is become a Turour, io the place of 
Freewil , and that we are no more our own, Iam broken and 
waſted, with the wrarh that is on the land , & bare been much 
tempted with a deligne to have a Paſſe from Chriſt , which if 
1 bad, 1 would not =—_— be a witaeſle of our defection, for 


Dy mans iptreatig: bus [ 


ow1it is my ſofraclle & weaknes, who 
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would ever be ashore, when a fit of ſea-fickneſs comerh on ; 
Though I know, Ichall come ſoon-enough to that delirable 
EOUNTrEY, & shall oor bedilplaced, none £ball rake my lodging, 
Sir , many eyes areupon you , and the Godly are excecding 
refreshed,rhar ye liſten notto the wayes of many about you, who 
vVirh fair words make marchandiſe of fouls, Sir, if the way you 
are in be not the way of Chriſt, then woe ro me , for I am eter. 
nally laſt ; bur y » the Lord Chriſt's dealing with Col; 
Gildert Ker bath proven to me, that the new teſtament and the 
covenans of grace is a piece » that aſolemne mectiog and affem.. 
bly of all creared Angels , joyne all their wits roger ber  'could 
not have deviſed ; fince Sir » ye paycd nothing tor the change 
tbat Chriſt made, & ye will take thatdebr of free grace to heaven 
with you, (for what was Chriſt leſus indebred ro you, morethen 
to all your kindredand names } Therefore fince ye are made 
his own , follow no other way. What is my Galvation though 
I should lay it inpawne , ( It is but apoor pledge) that this, 
Chis encly is rhe wayz bur Chriſt is ſurety hal? that it is the 
way : the fore-runner went before you , ana heis fafcly landed, 
& there is a {kar company before you ens. "ng 
great tribulation ; and bave watbed their garments , and 
,#hem whitc in the blood of the Lamb ;, to whom theſe promiſes 
arc now perlormed, he that overcomes shall rat of the ye of life, 
8haris in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God ; and God 5ball wipe 
away all tears from their eyes: and there thall be no more death, 
neitber ſorrow, nor crying, neither chall there be any more pain: 
He thar fueth on the throne shall dwell among them ; they 5ball 
bunger no more, neither thirſt any more, neither 1Dall the ſun ligh 
on them, nor any heat ;, for the lamb, that is in the midfi of the 
#brone,sball fred them, and thall take them unto the living forn- 
ins of waters, 1 may, Sir, poflibly keep you from berter work: 
The God of peace, that brought again fromthe dead the grear 


shepberd ofthe sbrep, through the blaod of the crernall covc- 
nant, make you perfect, 


St Andrews. Jan. 7, Yours im Teſus Chrift. 
165 i, 


S. K. 
To 


To 
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To the much honoured & truely worthy, Collonel 
G. K E BR 


Much honoured and worthy Sir. 

have heard of your cootioucd captivity inEnglandzasvelar in 
| fr affliftcd land, bur goe where ye will, ye cannot goe from 
under your shadow, which is broader then many Kingdoms:Ye 
change lodgings and countreys,bur the ſameLord is before you; 
ifye were carried away captive ro the other fide of the fun, or as 
far as the rifing of the morgingſtar; lt is ſpoken to your Mother, 
who hath yer received oo bill of divorce, which was written to 
Judah. Mic. 4: 10: Be in pain and labouy +6 bring forth , O 
Daughter of Zion, like a woman in travdll: for now ſhall thoy 
goe forth out of the city, and thou ſhalt dwell in the field, & thou 
jhalt goe even to Babylon, there [halt thou be delivered , there the 
Lord hall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies. England 
Shall becountablefor you, to render you back , Iſai. 44: 6. 
I will ſav #0 the North give up , pd to the South, keep no# 
back, Ir is a ſermon char eek and blood laugheth at » Exeks 
37: 4+ Prophefie upontheſeury bones , and ſay untothem,O ye 
dry bones, hear the word of che Lord | Iris a' preaching to the 
cold grave. T bus ſaiththe Lord unto the bones , behold 1 will 
cauſe breath enter into you» and ye thall live ,' and 1 will lay 
ſmews upon you, Ebring fleſh upon'you,&cover you with 5hins- 
put breath in yousQ ye shall live. Rev. 20! 13. And the ſeagave 
up the dead that were in it. Berwick muſt render back the Scot< 
uh captives» & Col; Gilbert Ker with them , Iſa. 43: v 14+ 
For thus ſaith the Lord your Redeemer the hols one of I PR 
your ſake 1 have ſent to Babilon, & have brought down all their 
Nobles,& the Caldeans,whoſe cry is in the ships. Deus. 30:4. If 
any of then be driven out to the utmoſt parts of heaven,from t 
ce will the Lord thyGod gather thee, & from thence will be fetch 
thee. Zech $:7. Thus ſaith the Lord of bofts behold 1 will ſave m 
People from the eaſt countrey, & from the weſg countrey, (T1 wi 
bring them & they shall dwell in the midſt of Icruſalem, & they 
ſhall be my People, 1 will be theirGodzin truth&in righteouſneſs 

| Mm 5 Sir 2 
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Sir , ye arc boch booked by the Lord,who writeth up the People 
P/. 87: 5,6- And counted tothe Lord , as onc of thehoulc & 
ſtock, P/. 22: 30. Fear nor, faiat nor, all your hairs are nume 
bered, Iris the debreof the People of God, that as your bonds 
kicherro have been exemplary, toche ſtrengthniog ofthe feeble, 
& rothe ſtopping of the mouth of the Adycrſary, without any de- 
£lining cotherighe or left hand, ſo your ſufferings, in the place 
ye now goctoy may be (as we areconident inthe Lord of 
you and in bumility boaſt of his grace inyou) ſavoury, 
convincing » aaed like unto this honourable cauſe, that will 
ail 10 Britain, contrary to all the machinations and coun» 
ids of Devils & man » & though there were no ocherink in the 
a I now write with z but ſome dewiog of my laſt coolin 
» this I purpole { bis grace, whoſe | am, inabling me) 
20 ſtand ro. Sir, wedeclireto adore no inftruments, yer we 
conccive theshiniog & raycs of grace, from the fountain leſus 
Chriſt , the fulacſs of the Godhead y beſtowed on fiaful men, 
hold forth the good thoughts of Chriſt to chis poor land, whoſe 
muliplied graves, and whoſe fouls under the Altar » Oain 
SeBaries& Malignarss, cry aloud to heaves.l ſec nothing Sirf 
the Lord be nor ncar (though | dare not ſay how ſavn)to awake, 
for the year of Zion's controverſie, Iſai. 34: 5. for my ſword 
sbaf} be bathed in heaven. behold it sball come down upon 
and, and the reſidue of his cocmies in Scotland. Wer is me 
Or and , that land sball be ſoaked with blood , andtheir 
duſt made fat with farneſs: That pleaſant land $þall be a wilder. 
pelſe, & the duſt of their land pitch : A judgement upon their 
walled towns, their pleaſant feilds, their ſtrong ships &cy if they 
doc not repeat. Y c have not, 1 conccive, ſcen ſuch ſcarching & 
zrying times, as vow thele arc; & yet the queſtioa will be drawa 
x0 a more narrow ſtarcy& multitudes will yer leavethe cauſe ;for 
wetook all in to the Covenent,that offered to build with us, bur 
Chriſt muſt have but a ſmall remnant ; few Nobles if any , few 
Miniſters few Proſeſſors though our way ſtandetb unchanged, 
3 Car, 6: 8. by honourey disbonour, 7 good reportC evil report, 
&s deceioers &f yet trueyas unknown yet well hnownzas ying 


aud beheld we live , as chaſined and ya n#t killed, nn" 
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this your condition alone, but the expericaced lot of all the ſators 
that bave gone before you. 1c is one & che ſame croſs of Chriſt, 
bur there - ſundry Faces, & diverſe cucumitances in the ſame 
remnant; the ſufferings of Chriſt, & yours. Sir,to be delivered 
ro Souldiers, & in captivity, looketh like bis ſuffering, of whom 
Iſaith Cath Chap. 5 3 :8.he was taken from priſon , ey from jude 
ment : yea C taken pound Job. 18: 1. when the cauſe is the 
truth of God, the luſtre and face of ſuffering is ſo much the more 
lovely, that it bath the hew & colour of Chriſt's lufferiogs, who 
endured contradiction of linners, and deſpiſed the shamez © ir is a 
reat word, Chriſt chamed and Chriſt «baſed ' bur thus was the 
Flead & ſo are the members dealt with inthe world : and truely 
any ching of Chriſt, even the worſt of him (ro ſpeake ſo,) bisfre= 
proach and shame are lovely. Though ſuperſticious lovero the 
marteriall crofſe he ſuffered upon, be toolery; '& doting upon the 
holy grave be curſed idolatry z yet isthere a communion with 
him io his ſufferings moſt deſirable, x Per. 4: I 5. but rejoyce m 
4s much as ye arePartakers of Chriſt's ſuffertngs: in which ſenſe, 
the cup chat his lip couched, hath che ſweeter caſte, cven though 
death were in it: The grave, becauſe He did lie in irs is ſo muck 
the lofter, & che more refresfull a bed of reſt: And thar part of 
the sky & clouds,that the Beloved hall break through&comera 
judgement z isas lovely a piece ofthe created heayenzas any is, 
if we may love the ground he goeth oa the betrer 3 Bur all thig 
is to be underſtood ina ſpirituall manner The Lord calleth you, 
Sir, (upon whom the Spirit of God & his glory ceſterh / ro 
our ſoul's .Amen to this diſpenſation ; & requirerh of us, = 
our deſires follow the now-declared decree of Godyconcerni 
the deſolation of our finfull land , ſo many wayes guilr of 
deſpiſed Goſpel and a broken Covenant, and that with all ſab 
mifſioo ; Certainly no mn hath failed more in this thing, then 
he who wrireth ro you,; for I bave brought my health in great 
hazard, and rormented my ſpirit with exceflive grief, for our 
preſeot provocatigns & the rentiags of our Kirk; and I ſees it is 
a challenging of, & a bold pleading againſt him, wpon whoſe 
thou!der the government is, Iſa, 22; 22. The Farther hath put a 
glorious aw he) Chriſt, v, 23, & 1wil fiften bim a; a nail 
«* - = 
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in 4 ſure place, and be ſhall be for a glorious throne to bis Fa- 
ther's bouſe. Ver. 24. And they hang upon bim all the 
glory of bis Father's houſe, the o ſpring & the iſſue, all veſſels 
of fmall quantity , from the veſſels of cups even to all the eſſels 
of flagons, Our un ing apprehenfions doe (o quarrel at the 
ofperity of enemics in an evil cauſe , that we wreltle wich de- 
_ . ſpoiling , tivity ofche Godly, killing ofhis people, 
zhe waſtiog of our land , ſtarving & Cenghing of the King 
dom , which is worſe then the ſword ; bur this is a finful con- 
cradifting of the Lord's revealed decree: His wiſdom faith , 
Spoiling and deſolation is beft for Scotland , and welay , Not » 
& Go acculc Chriſt of miſgovernmenc.& of not being true to the 
eruſt put upon him ; Bur fince he docth not drag the govern- 
meat at his heels , bur bach ic upon his shoulder 3 & fince the 
nail faſto'd io a (are place caoogt be broken , nor can the ſmal» 
left veſſel fail rofinde fweer ſecurity in dependence upon him 
fince all the weight of heaven & carth,of redce med ſatnes & cone 
farmed Angels, is upon his choulder , 1am a fool and brurish 
xo imagine, that | can adde any thing, to Chrilt's ſpecial careof 
& readerneſs to his people: He who keeperh the baſons & kaives 
of his houſe, and bringeth the veſſ:ls back again to the ſecond 
Templc Ezra 1: 8,9, 10. muſt have a more tender cars of his 
redeemed ones, then of a (poon , or of Peter*s old shocs, which 
ye muſt not be loſt in his captiviry A8. 12:8. O forgrace ro 
fer Chriſt co tatour his own Minors & young Heirs! But we 
cannot cadure to be uader the atings of his goycrament ; We 
loxe too much to be our own: O how ſweet to be wholly 
Chriſt's, and wholly in Chriſt! To be our of the creatures 
owning, & madecormplear in Chriſty to live by faich in Chriſt ; 
and to be once for all clothed with the created Majeſty and glo. 
ry of the Son of God , wherein he makes all his friends and fol. 
lowers sharers | Todwell jo Immanuel's high and bleſſed land, 
and live in that ſweereſt air , where no wind blowerh, bur the 
breathings ofthe Holy Ghoſt; No (cas or floods flow, bat the 
wartcr of life , that proccedeth from under the rbrone and 
hom the Lamb ; No plaotiog but the tree of life, rhar —_— 
ewclve manner of fruits every monerh { What doe wehere but 
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fn and ſuffer? O when hall the night be gone, the shadows 
flee away » & the morning of that long » long day , withous 
cloud or night » dawn ! The Spirit and the Bride ſay Come, 
O when $hall the Lamb's wife be ready, & the Bridegroom (ay 
Come! Worthy Sir, 1 minde you to the bearer of prayer, O help 
me io that kind ! The Spiric of Jeſus be with your Spirir, 


$. Andrews , May 14+ Yours in his onely , onely 


1651» Lord Jeſus, S.R, 

To my Lady 4 

K E NMUR E . 
MY D A M. 


Race,mercy &peace be ro vou: Weaxe fallen in winnowing 
(GG & trying, times: I am glad that your breath ſerverh you ra 
runto the end » in the fame conditior. & way, wherein ye have 
walked theſe rwenty years paſt: It is either the way of peace, or 
we are yet in our fins, &have miſled the way:theLord (ir is true) 
hath ſtained the pride of all our glory; and now laſt of all, the 
ſun hath gone down upon many of the Prophers z bur ſtumble 
not; menare men, & God appeareth more & more to be God, 
& Chriſt is ſtill Chriſt, Madam , ſtronger then Tam, hadale 
moſt ſtumbled me & caſt medown ; Bur O what mercy izit,ro 
diſcern bet wixt what is Chriſt's & what is man's , & what way 
the hew , colour & luſtre of gifts & grace, dazle & deceive our 
weak eyes / Oh to bede:d :oall thiogs that ace below Chriſt , 
were it eycn acreated heaven & created grace ! Holineſsis nor 
Chriſt , nor are the blofloms & flowers of the tree of life , the 
riee it ſelf, Men & creatures may winde themſclves io berween 
us & Chriſt ; & therefore the Lord hath done much to take our 
of the way all betwixt him & us: There are not in our way 
pow, Kings, or Armies, or Nobles, or Judicarorics, or ſtrong 
Holds, or Watchmen, or godly Profeſſours: The faireſt things 
& moſt eminent ip Britain are} ſtained,& have loſt their luſtre : 
Onely, oucly Chriſt keeps bis greeangſs &beaury,o ang 
V 
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wharhe war: Oh / If he were more & more excellent to our 
apprchenfions, then ever be was (whoſe excellency is above all 
chenfioos} & ſtill more & more {weet to our reſte. I care 
or nothing, if ſo be I were nearer ro him, & yer he flyeth not 
from me: [ flee from bim , bur he purſucth, 1 bear your La: 
hath the fame cftecm of the deſpiſcd cauſe& Covenant of onrLord, 
chad before: Madam, hold you there : I dare & would glad» 
y breath out my ſpirit io that way , witha nearer communion 
& fellowship with theFather & the Soh,% would ſeek no more, 
bur that 1 mighe dic belceving: And alſo 1 would hope , that 
the earth shall nor cover the blood of the Godly (Lin in' Scot 
land; he thar the Lord will make inquifition for their blood , 
when the ſufferivgs of the ſaints in theſe latds 5hall be fulfilled. 
The good will ofhim that dwelt in the busb be gyith you. 
Glaſgow. Sepr: 28, Your La: at all # ruance in the 
1651. : Lord leſus , S. R. 


— —_ —— 


To my Lady 
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M A D A M. 

Race » mercy & peace beto you: Iknow, ye thinkof 

an out- going» & that your quartering in Time, and your 

abode in this life is short; for ae flee away as a thadow : the de- 
clining ofthe Sun, & the leogrhoing of the shadow ith , ove 
journey is short & near the end: 1 (peak it y becauſe] have ware 
nings of my removal Madam, I know not any, againſt 
whom the Lord is nor : for he is agaioſt the proud and lofty, the 
day of the Lord is upon all the Cedars , upon all the bigh moun- 
rains , upon every "pb tower, and upon every fenced wall, upon 
all the chips of Tarshich, & upen all pleaſant pittures. | know 


not any thing comparableto a nearneſs & fpirituall communion 
with the Father & the Son Chriſt : there is mach deadnels 2nd 
witheredacſs vpon many ſpirits z ſometimes near ro God: and 
wich the Lord havenor more to ſay, & todoe againſt rhe Land. 
Ye haye > Madam, in your accounts » ning bdimct 

I045) 
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rods, warnings, plevty of means, conſolations, when re 
filed » when ye looked on theright hand , & bebold no man 
would know you not care for your ſoul , when young & weak , 
manifeſtations of God , the our-goings of the Lord for you , 
experiences, anſwers from the Lord; byall which, ye may be 
comforted now.& corfirmed in the certain hopegthat Grace,free 
Grace, ina fixed & eſtablished Surety , sball perfe&t that good 
work io you: happy they who ſeenor & yer beleeye! Grace 3 
grace exervally in our Lord Jcſus be with you. 

Edinburgh, May. 27. Yours in the Lord 

1653. Jeſus 1 S. R, 
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To my Lady 


M A DAM. 
] bave been ſo long filenty that I am almoſt ashamed now rs 

(peak. I hear of your weakly condition of body, which (peak- 
eth ſome warning to you , to look fora longer life , where ye 
chall have more leiſure to praiſe, then Time can give you here : 
it sball beloſs ro many z but ſure » your ſelf, Madam hall 
be onely free of any loſs. And truly, confdering what dayes we * 
are now fallen joto, if (ailing were not (erying of che Lord, 
(which I can hardly attain) a calm harbour were very good , 
when ſtorms are (o high: The fore-ranner, who hath landed 
firſt > muſt belp ro bring the ſca-bearen veſſel ſafe rortheport , 
& the lick paſſengers, who are following the fore=runner 1 
achore, Much deadneſs -prevaileth over ſome ; but there ts 
much life in him, who is the reſurreHion and the life, to quicken. 
O what ofour hid life is without us, & bow little & poor a ſtock 
siothe hand of forne! The onely wiſe Gord ſopply what is want- 
1wg : the more ve want » and the more your joy hath run on , 
the more is owing to you by the promiſe of Grace: bygons of 
watcnings from heaven , which your La: waned in Kenmure, 
Ruſco, the Weſt, Glaſgow > Eedinberyb, England, ere, Shad1 
all comtzio agrem fumarctogerber; the marriage ſupper of the 
Lamb 


: - 
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Lamb ,miſt ot be marred with. too large a fourbours-refrech 
ment. Know, Madam, be who hath turoured you from the {| 
breaſts's knowerh how to time his 0wn day«chinings and love. & | 
vilits, Grace» that runs onz be with you, 


Sr. Andrews Yours inthe Lord at all 
obſervance: $, R. 


To my Lady 
E 2&0 SS CG MS 
M ADAM. 


Confeſs I havecauſc to be grieved at my long filence, or La- 
ziveſs in writing 7 1amalſo afflicted ro hear yz that ſuch who 
weredebtersroyour La: for berter dealing, have ſerved you 
with ſuch prevarication: Ye know, crookedoeſs is neither ſtr 
nor long-enduring ; and ye know likewiſe, that theſe things 
ſpring not out of the duſt : Ir is ſweet to look upon the lawlch 
& fiotull ftirrings of rhecrearures , as ordered by a moſt holy 
hand in heaven Oif ſore could make peace with God ! It 
would be our wiſdom , & afford us much ſweer peace, if oppreſs 
ſours were looked upon as paſſive inſtruments , like hoop or 
axc inthe Carpenters hand; they are bidden (if fuch a diftinRion 
may be admitted) but net commanded of God (as Shimei was, 
2. Sam. 16: 10.)to doc what they doe, Madam, theſe ma» 
y years the Lord bath been teaching you, to read & ſtudy well 
c book of boly , boly and ſpotleſs ſoyeraigniry , in ſuffering 
from ſome nigh hand and ſome far off ; Whoever be the inſtru» 
ments , the replying of clay to the Potter, the Former of all, 
is unbeſeering the nothing creature: 1 _ he hall clear you 
but when Zion's publict evils lie nor pigh ſome of us, and fs 
po impreſſion upon our hearts , it is no wonder that we be excr- 
ciſcd with domeſtick troubles; but I know ye arc raughr of 
God to prefer Jeruſalem to your chicfeſt joy. Madam, 
&hcre is no cauſe of (aiptivg: Waitupon rhe ot tgryiog | 
v3 
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on , for it will ſpeak, The oncly wiſe God be with you z ani 
God even your own God bleſs you. 


St Andrews Jane. Yours at all obſervance iw (| 
165 7+ God » 3+ R. 


To my Lady 
= % 7 BY 7 8 


M AD AM. 


zhould not forget you; but my deadneſs under athreatning « 
ſtroke , both of a falling Chupch , a broken Covenant , « 
deſpiſed remnant, & crazineſs of body (that I cannot ger a piece 
fekly clay carryed about from one houſe or rown to > } 
lies moſt heavy on me: TheLord hath removed Scotland « crown, 
for we owned not his crown; we fretted ar his Catholick Go- 
verment of the world, &fretred that he would not be ruled & led 
by us y in breaking our adverſaries; & he makes us luffer & pine 
away in our iniquities, under the brokenGovernment if his houſe, 
Iris like, it would be our (ſnares to be tryed with the honour of a 
accable Reformation , we might mar the carved work ofhis 
Cahn then thoſe agaiaſt whom we cry oat. It's like he hath 
bidden us lie on our leſt fide three bundred & ninetie dayes , & 
ye ſe aſtonishing is our ſtupidicie , that we moan not our fare 
fide; Our gold is become dims the vilage of our Nexarites 
is become black, the Sun is gonedown on our Seersy the crown 
is fallen from our bead » _we roar like bears, Lord ſave us from 
that, He that madetbem will not bave mercy on them, The 
heart of the Scribe meditats terror, Oh , Madam ,if the Lord 
would helpro more ſelf judging » and ro make fare an intereſt 
in Chriſt ! Ab , we forget cternicy zandir approacherb quickly. 
Grace be with you, 


$t cAndrewes , 20 Nor. Your La. at all obedience 


1657, in the Lord, S$.R. | 
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To my Lady | 
TS BD MM 0 as 
MAD AM. 


am ashamed of my long ſilence toyour La: Your toffings & 
| Mr are known to him , upon whom ye have = 
caſt from the breaſts, & who hath been your God of old. The 
temporall loſs of creatures, dear to you there, may be the more 
eaily endured, that the gain of one, who onely hath immortz. 
ley, groweth, There is at) goiverſal complaint of deaddeſref 
ſpirit on all tht know God 5 he that writes to you» Madan, 
is as deep in this as 4tvy, Sis afraicd of a ſtrong & hot barrel gbb. 
fore time be at a cloſe 5 bur no matter if rhe Lord crown all with 
the victorious triumphing of fath. God reacherh us by ver« 
rible things it righreoncneſs ; weſce many things, bur ve 
obſerve vothivy. Ourdrink is fowre, gray hairs are bore 
there on nx, & we change many Lords & Kulers; burthe (rrne 
offort & body remains. We live little by faith , buc 
each by feoſe z according to the times » & by bamage policy, 
The watchmen » & the people perich for lack of knowledge, 
How can we be enlighrened, when we turn our back on the Sun? 
And muſt we not be withered, when we leave the fornain ? tt 
chodld be rtty onely defireto be a mwoiſter, gifted with the white 
fone & rhe trev name written on it, ] judge ir werefir ( now 
when tif! Profeffors , & when many Rtart fill rom heaven, & 
God ponrerh the Iſle of great Britarmfrom vdllttrovdiel, and 
we fit & are ferted on our Tees ) ro conider, (& fomerimes 
doc, but 4b ! rarely ) how irrecoverable a woe it is, to 
be under 2 tte, it themarrer ofeternity: & whar if $,who cao 
kve a ſabfc reftieroniall of many > who «ball ſtand at the 
right hand ofthe judge, cball miſs Chriſt's approviag teſtimony, 
& be fer upon the lefr hand among the goats® there is ſuch a be- 
guile » Math. 71 28. Math 25: 8, 9, 10, I, 12. Luke 13: 
25-26. And it befalls many ; & what if it befall me, who have 
Mitt roo much art ip caolen my own foul and —_—_— the 
is 
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flourich of miniſterial or Countrey- holineſs, Dear Lady » 1 

am afraid of prevailing ſecurity : we watch little, (1 have 
mainly relation to my (clf;) we wreaftle little: 1 am like one tra 
yelling in the night » who (ces a Spirit, & ſweats for fear, & dare 
not eel ic to bis fellow, for fear of encreafing his own fearg how- 
ever, I am ſure,when theMaſter is nigh his comingyit wereſafe to 
vrite over a double & a new copy _ accounts, of the fins of 
nature » childhood, youth, riper years » & oldage. Whatif 
Chriſt have another written repreſentation of me, then | have of 
my ſelf? fare his is right: & ifir contradict my miſtaking & ſin- 
fully erronceus account of myſelf, ah ! wheream I then? Bur 
Madam , I diſcourage none , 1 know Chriſt hath made a new 
marriage-contrat ot love , and ſealed it with his blood, and 
thetrembling beleever sball not be confounded, Grace be with 
you. 


St Andrews, May.2:6, Yours at all obedience in 


1659. Chriſt. S. R. 
To my Lady 
KEE NM UR E 
M AD A M. . 


| should be glad, that the Lord would ay to lengthen 
out more tirwe to you , that ye might yer, before your eyes b® 
Shut,ſce more of the work of therighe hand ofthe Lordzin revivs 
iNg a now» {wooning & crusbed Land & Church, Though I was 
lately knocking at deaths gate 3 = could I not getin , but was 
ſear back for atime. Ir is well » it1 could yet doeany ſervicero 
him , but ab what deadneſs lieth upoo rhe ſpirit } and deadneſs 
breedeth diſtance from God. Madam. Theſe many years theLord 
hath ler you (ce a clear difference, betwixt thoſe who ſerycGod,ba 
love his name, & thoſe who ſerve bim not: &1 judge ye look 
upon the way of Chriſt, as the onely beſt way, & thar ye woule 
not exchange Chriſt , for the world's God z or theic — 
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& that ye Can give Chriſt a teſtimony of chick among ten thou- 
ſand: Trucitis, that many of us have fallen from our firſt 
Jove; bur Chriſt hath renewed his firſt love of our eſpoulals ro 
himſclf , and muleplicd the ſeekers of God, all the countrey 0- 
ver, cyen where Chriſt was ſcarce named, Eaſt & Weſt & Sourh 
& North , above the number that our fathers ever koew. But 
ab / Madam, what hall bedone or (aid of many fallen ſtars, 
and mapy near to God complying wofully , and failing to the 
neareſt hore f Yea, & we are conſumed in the furnace but 
Dot melted , burnt bur not purged , our droſs is not remov= 
ed , but our ſcum remains in us: and io the furnace we free , 
we faint, and [which is more ſtrange] weſlumber:; The fire 
burneth round about us, and we layit nottoheart: Gray 
hairs arcupon us, and we know it not, It were now a defirea- 
ble life to ſend away our love to heaven, and well becometh it 
us, jo wait cn for the appointed change, yer ſoas we should be 
meditating thus, Is there a new world above the Sun and 
moon: and is there ſuch a bleſicd company, barping and fingiog 
Hallclujabs tothe lambup above? Why then are we taken 
wich a yaio life of fighiog and fioviog } O where is our wil- 
dom, that we fir ſtil laughing , cating, lleeping priſoners » & 
doe not pack up all our beſt chiogs for the journey , deſiring 
alwayes to be clothed with our bonſe from above, nor made 
with bands! Ah, we favour pot the things that are aboveznor 
doe we ſmell of glory, ere we come thither;z bur we tranſat & 
agree with Time fora new leaſe of clay-manfions ; Bebold he 
cometh, we ſleep, & turn all the work of duties into diſpure of 
events for deliverance; but the greateſt haſte, ro be humbled for 
a broken & a buried Covenant is firſt & laſt forgotten: And all 
our gricfis, the Lord lingers, enemics triumph , Godly ones 
ſuffer, Athciſts blaſpheme. Ah! wepray oor, but wonder that 

.Chriſt cometh not the higher waysby might, by power, by gar- 
ments rolled in blood , | = if he come the lower wayy! ture, 
we finio putting the book in his hand , as if we could teach the 
Almighty keowledge : we make baſte, we beleeve not |" Let 
the ouely wiſe God alone, he ſtirs well, he drawes ſtraight lines, 
thoogh we think azd ſay they are crooked; Itis right that 


ſome 
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>meshoald die & their breafts full of milk; & yer we are angry 
that God dealeth ſo with them. Oif1 could adore bimin 


Whidden wayes» when there is darkneſs under his feer, & darkneſs is 


is pavilion, & cleuds are abour this throne ! Madam, hoping, 
belceving, patient praying is our life: he loſes no time, 
The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


St Andrews. 1. Sept. Yours at all oblideed obſervance 
1659- in Chriſt, S. R. 


A — 


To his reverend C& dear Brethren, 
Ma GUTHRIE, MR TRAIL, 


And the refit of their Brethren impriſoned , 
inthe Caſtle of Edinburgh. 


Reverend , Very Dear , & now much honour:d 
Priſoners ſor Chriſt. 


Am, astothe point of light , at the out-moſt of perſwa= 
hon in that kinde, that this is the cauſe of Chriſt ye now 
ſufter for z & not mens intereſt : If it be for men, let us leave 
it; burit we plead for God , our own perſooal lafery, and mav's 
deliverance will not be peace. Thereis a ſalvation called the 
ſalvation of Ged, which is cleanly , pure » ſpiritual, untnizxed, 
near to che holy Word of God ; it is that which we would 
ſeck , even the favour of God that he beares to bis people , nor 
fimple gladnels, butthe gladneſs and goodneſs of rhe Lord's 
choſen + Aod ſure ( though I be the weakeſt of his witneſſes, 
aud unworthy to be among che meaneſt of them, and amafraid 
the Cauſe be hufr ( but it cannot be loſt J by my unbeleeving 
fivrtneſs ) I sbould not defire a deliverance ſeparated, from the 
deliverance of the Lord's Cauſe and People ; It is enough to 
me to fing , when Zion ſings z and to triumph when Chrift 
triumpheth : I should judge ir an uobappy joy , to reJoyce 
whea Jon lightth. Not ore boo, will be your peace. 1fChrift 
Na 3 doerh 
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h owne me , let me bein the grave in a bloody winding« 
shect , & goc from the ſcaffold in tour quarters to grave, or oo 
ravezl am his debrer,to ſeal with ſufferings this precious truth; 
t oh! when ir comes to the pash , I dare ſay nothing , com 
fideriog my weakneſs y wickedneſs & faintneſs, Bur fear not 
ve , yearcnot, ye shall nor be alone , the Fatheris with you: 
It was not au anſcaſonable , bur x ſcaſonable & peceflary duty 
ye were about , Fearhim who is Soveraign , Chriſt is Cap- 
rair: ofthe Caſtle, and Lord of the k:yes Thecooling well. 
ſpring and refrezbment from the promiſes, is more then the 
frownings of the furnace. 1 (ce ſnares & temprations in capiry- 
lating , compoling , ceding, minchiog with diſtioftions of 
circumſtances , formalities z complements & exrenuations, is 
the Canſe of Chriſt : A long ſpoon, the broth is hell's hoe: 
Hold a diſtance from carnal compelitions, & much nearneſs to 
the fountain , to the favour & luckieg light from the Father 
oflighes, ſpeaking in his oracles ; this is ſound health & falva« 
tion. Angels, Men, Zion's Elders eye us 4 but what of all 
chcſe, Chrilt is by us, & looks on us, & writes up all. Let us 
pray more & look leſs to men. Remember me to My Scer & all 
the reft. Blefſings be upon the head of ſuch as are ſeparared from 
xheir Brethren ; Foſeph isa fruirfull bough by a well. Grace 
be with you. 


Your loving Brother, companion 
St Andrews. 1669, im the Kingdom C& patience of 
Feſus C briſt, S. KR, 


_ Us 


Te X#r ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


Reverend & dear Brother. 


E know. this is a time , in which all men almoſt ſeek their 
own things, & not the things of Jeſus Chriſt : ye are your 


zocor, ava beacon on the rb +— gy faior - 
ca millions ; thoug 
a all 


@huczk is a cumcrow multitude 
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all the nations were conveencd againſt bim round aboar; 
doubt not, bur he will at laſt ariſe for the cry of the pove & . 
For me | am vow near to erercliry , & for teh thouſand wor 
I dare not adyenturey to paſs from the Proteflarion againſt the 
cortuptions of the time, cor go alongſt with the shameleſs apo. 
tacy ofthe many filent & dumb watchmen of Scoeland : bur 1 
think it my laſt duryzto enter a Proteſtation in beaven, before the 
righteous Judge » againſt the praftical & legal breach of Cove. 
nant » and all Oaths 1mpoſed on the confſciences of the Lord's 
people » & all Popish , ſuperſtitious and idolatrous mandars of 
men. Know that the overthrow ofthe ſworn Reformation, the 
introducing of Popery & the Myſtery of Iniquity, is now ſer 
oa foot in the three Kingdoms , & whoſoever would keep their 
garments clean are under that command , Texch not , rafte not, 
bandlenat, The Lord calls you, Dear Brother , tobe ill 
ficdfaſt » unmovable , and abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Our royal Kiogly Maſter is upon his joutntey , & will come & 
will not tarry ; ard bleſſed is the ſeryant, who thall be found 
watching » when he cometh : fear not wen, for the Lord is 
our light and ſalvation. It is true, it is fornewhar fad & com» 
bortlels that ye are youralone; but ſoit was with our precious 
Maſter: nor are ye your alone, for the father is with you. Ir 
is poffible, I shall nor be an eyewitneſs toirin the flesh ; bur £ 
bclceve he comes quickly, who will remove our darkneſs, & will 
chine gioriouſly in the Iſle of Britain, as a crowned King, either 
in a formally ſworn Covenant , orin his own glorious way » 
which | leave to the determination of his infinit wildom and 
goodneſs : & this is the hope & confidence of a dying man, who 
s looging & fainting for the (alyation of God. Beware of the 
enſnarivg bonds and obligations , by any hand-writ or ather 
wayesto give nolimited obedience to any authority, bur onely 
inthe Lord : for all innocent ſelf-defence ( which is accordi 
to the Covenant, the Word of God & the laudable example 4 
the Reformed Churches) is now intended ro beutterly ſubverted 
and condemned : and what is raken from Chriſt , as the flower 
of his Prerogative Royall , is cow put upoo the bead of a more 
tg] power » which muſt be chat great Ido! of indignarien » thar 
Na 5 pro= 
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provekerh the eyes of his glory, Dear-Brothey , let us minde 
the rich promiſes, that are made tothoſe that overcome , know» 
ing that thoſe that endure rothe end (hall be faved. Thus re» 
toammending you to the rich grace of Gad » I remain. 


$r Andrews. Your affeionat Breeher 
1661. in Chriſt. S. K. 
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THIRD PART, 


Cont am 
Some more Letters of the ſame Author, 


from Anwoth & Edmburgh, before his confinement af 
Aberdeen ;, from Aberdeen durcing his confinement 3 
and from $t Andrewes , &c. after 
his enlargement. cn 
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For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Wclbeloved and dear Sifter. 

Y love io Chrift remetige 
bred: 1 have feng ro your — © 
your Daughter Griſd 
with Robert Gordon g 
who came to ferch her t 
9, 1 am in good boper,thar 
the feed of God is in her 
} 4! in one born'of God , 
and Gods (ced will come 
to Gods barveſt 2 1 havg 
her promiſe, she chall be 
S Chiift's , for I kaverold 


- her «he promrſe 
each iv his worthy names for be be becomes camnion- to his 
Farther for all ſuch as hr r-ny & pramjle to ſerve kung, 1 wilt re« 1 


mcmber 
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metyber her rtoGod, Itruſtyou will &quaint her with good þf © 

» and be diligent ro know wich whom +heloverhro || 
hatne: Remember Zoon , and our neceflicies. I blefſe your | 
Daughter from our Lord, and prayes the Lord to give you joys | m 
and comfort of her : Remember my Love to your Huthand, an 
to William , and Samucl your Sons; The Lord Jeſus be with | &; 


your Spirit. Li 
«Anwooth, June6, 1624. Yours &t all power in the th 
Lord Feſus , S.K. th 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT. - 
L oving and dear Siſter. 


T* ever you would pleaſure me, intreat the Lord for me nov, 
when 1 am ſo comfortlefſe, and fo full of heavineſe , tha 
I am not able to ſtand- under the burthen any longer, The 
Almighty hath doubled bis ſtripes upon me , for my Wikc is 
ſofore tormented » night and day , that I have wondered why Þ} by 
the Lotd tarricth fo long: My life is bitter uaro me, and | 
fear the Lord be my contrair partic, Itis ( as Inow know | bo 
by experience ) hard ro keep fight of God in aſtorme , cſpc. | aft 
cially when he hides himſclt , for the trial of bis children. If & is 
he would be pleaſed ro remove his hand, I havea purpoſero ſeek || ou 
him mbre theo 1 have done: Happy are they that can win aws De 
with their ſoul: I am afraid of his jud zemears. 1 blcfle my G cu 
that there is a death, and g heaven 5; I would weary to begin | in! 
apain to be a Chriſtian , fo bitter is ir rodrink of the cup that | bu 
Cheiſt drank of , if 1 knew oor that there is gopoiſon in it, God f it f 
give us not of it while wevogpit again , for we have fick ſouls | ad 
when Gods phyfick workes not, Pray tharGotl would not ff tha 
lead ray wit: into temptation. woe is ray hearty that 1 have Þ& clo 
dobe (© lirtle agarnit the Kingdome of Sathany is my calling;'V lig 
for be woeld fan attempt to make me bewe God in his & nac 
face. Lhclecvc , I belceye, in the ftrengrh of hig who bath pur ma 
mein his work , be hall fail ia that Which he feekes ; I bare, ge! 
oomfort ig this, that wy CaptainChrilt hath Gaid, I guſt fight and, | avs 


OvYcrcome 


_-— 
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or<rcome world , Tohn. 16: v. 33, and with a weake , fpoiled 
weaponlefle Devil , John. 14: v. yo. The Prince of this world 
cometh , and hath nothing in me. Defice My Robert to re« 
member me» if he love me. Grace, grace be with you g 
and all yours, Remember Zion. There is 4 lerrer procured 
from the King by Mr TJobn Maxwet to urge conformity, te 
give che communion at Chriſtmaſe in Edinburgh. Hold faſt 
that which you baye, that no man cakethe crown from you z 
the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


Anwoth, Nov. 17. 1629. Yourrinthe Lord, $S.R. 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT:. 


Welbeloved and dear Siſter. 
y lovein che Lord Jeſus remembered ; I underſtand thas 


you are ſtill under the Lords viſitation, is your! formes 
buliaciſe with your enemies, which is Gods dealing; For 
till he cake his children out of the furnace, that koowerh 
bow long they should be tricd , there is no deliverance ; but 
after Gods bigheſt and fulleſt ryde , that the ſea of trouble 
is gone over tne ſogles of bis children , then comes the grack- 
ous » long» boped-for ebbiag , and drying up of the waters « 
Dear Siſter, do not faint z the wicked may hold the birrer 
cup to your head,, bur God mix=*thit » and there 1s no poyſon 
init; They ſtrike , bur God moves the rod ; Sbimei curſerhs 
but it is becauſe the Lord bids him: 1rell you, and 1 have 
it from him , before whom 1 ftand for Gods people, there is 
a deereer given our, 'n the great court of the higheſt heavens , 
that your preſent troubles, shall be diſperſed , as the morniog 
cloud » and God xhall bring forth your rightcouſneſle , as the 
light of the noon tide of the day : Let me totreat you in Chriſte 
names to keep a good conſcience in your proceedings in that 
marrer, and bewar of your ſelf; your (elf is a more dane 
gerous enemic » then I , or any without you; Innocencey 
and an upright cauſe is 3 good advocat before God » an 

a3 
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ohall plead for you, and win your cauſe : and count much of 
your maſters approbarion , and his ſmilcing, He is now as 
the king that is gone toa farre countrey, God lremes to be 
from bome ( if I may ſay {o ; )yet he ces the ill fervancs,, who 
fay our maſtcr deferrerh bis coming , and (o ſirikes theis fellow 
ſervants ; But patience , my beloved, Chriſt the King is coming 
home, the evening is at hand, and he will alk an accompt 
of his ſervants, make a fair clear count to hims So carry your 
ſclf,as at night you mayſay, maſter | have wronged none » behold 
you bave your own with advantage: Of! your foulthen will 
eſtceme much of one of Gods kiſes and embracements , in 
the reſtimonie ofa good conſcience. The wicked, howben 
they be caſtiog many evili thoughts » bitter words, and fiatull 
deeds behind rheir back , yer they are in fo doing clerks ro 
their own proceſic , and doin — all cheir lite , but ga- 
theriog diftayes againſt rhewiclves : For God is angry at the 
w] every day : and 1 hope your preſent proccite shall be 
bred one day by him, who knowerh your juſt cauſe 3 and the 

ly tongues , crafty foxes, double ingrain:d hypocrites 
«ball appear as they are before his majeſtic, when be sball rake 
the maske off their faces, avd O thrice happy «hall your ſoul 
be then, when Gods finds you covered with nothing , but 
the whutc rob of che ſaints innoceace, and the righteoulocdle of 
Jeſus Chriſt. You have been of lare is the Kings wine cellar » 
where you were welcomed by theLord of the Inoes, a £00 
dition that you would walk in love; put on love, and brotherily 
kindncflc , and long ſuftcringy war als long upon the favour 
and turned hearts ow enemies » as your Chriſt waited upon 
you, aod as dear Jeſus ſtood at your ſoules door, with deawy and 
rainy locks, the long cold night : beangry bur Co not; I per- 
ſauade my (elf, that boly unttios within you , which ceacherh 
oneNebingys isa\fo laying » overcome evil with good: if tha 
ad not ſpoken in your ſoul , at the teares of your aged paſtor) 
you would not bave agreed , and forgiven bis ſoolish ſor, who 
wrenged you ; bur my maſter bad me tell you, Gods bleſſing 
ahall be upon you for it; and from him 1 ſay,grace,prace, grace, 
and cyalaſting peace be upon you: It is my prayer for you, that 


you! 
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your carriage may graces andadorne the goſpel ofthar Lord 
who hath graced you. 1 heard your burbend alſo was fick, bur 
I beſcech you inthe bowels of Jeſus, welcome every rod of God; 
for I bnd not io the whole book of God , « greater note of the 
child of God, then to fall down z and kiſſe * feer of an 
God ; and when he feernes to put you = from bim, and | 
your hands that grip him , to look vp in faith , and fay, I balf 
not + 1 will nor ut away from thee ; howbeit thy Majeſty 
draw, to free thy (el of me, yet Lord giue meleavero hold,and 
cleaveunto thy (If, I will pray, that your husband may return 
in peace, your decreet comes from heaven , look up thither , 
for many (ſayes Salomon) ſ-ck the face of the ruler _— ey 
mans judgement comerh of the Lord: and be glade that ir isfo, 
for Chriſt is the clerk of your proceſſe , and will ſee rhar all go 
the Y right; and] perfhade my (elf, he is laying , yonder ſervants of 
be } miocare wronged, for my blood; Father, give them jaſtice. 
the }F Think you nor, dear Sifter, bur our high prieſt, our Jeſus, the 
ers } maſter of requeſts , preſents our bills of complaiar ro the grear 
ake |} Lord juſtice* yea | beleeve it , hoce he is our advocat , and 
ſoul | Danidl calls him the ſpokes man, whoſe hand preſents all tothe 
but 3 father, For other bufineſes, 1 lay nothing » while rhe Lord 
ſc of } give me to foe your face. I am credibly informed, that multirudes 
lars #8 of England, & eſpecially worthy preachers, & filenced preachers 
00. Y of Londonare gone to new England; & | know ooe learned hoe 
erly Y ly preacher , who hath written againſt the Arminians, whois 
your | gone thicher, Our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, who cannot ger leave to 
pos with his pouſc in this land, is going to ſeek an 1nnes, where 
and | be will be better intercained; & what marvel, wearied leſus, after 
per- | be had travelled from Geneve, by the miniſtry of worthy My. 
heth 8 Kiwx, & was laid down in bis bed, & reformation 
tha & curtaines drawn y he had net gotten his dear eyes well rogerther y 
ſtory | when irreverent Bichops camein, & with the dinne, & noiſe of 
who || ceremonies, holy dayes, & other romith corrupnons,they awake 
Mag | our beloved 53 others came to his bed de z and drew the cure 
race, | taines, & pur bands in his ſervants, bantihed ived & coahned 
ths | them , and for the pulpir they got a ſtool a cold fire in rhe 
yout | Blaekpeſſe, and chenebilicy the covezing off higp, ad bary 


vy 
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made him a poor naked Chriſt , id ſpoiling his (crvant 
of the tyths , and kirk-rents z and now there is ſuch a noiſe 
ofcryiog finoes in the land y as the want of the knowledge of 
God , of mercy , andtruth ; fuch ſwearing , whoring , lyiag 
and blood touching blood, that Chriſt is purting on his cloaths, 
and making him like an 1ll handled ſtranger » to go to other 
lands, Pray him Siſter to lis down againe with his beloved, 
Remembiur my dearcht love ro lobn Gorden, to whom 1 wil 
write when 1 am ſtroog, and to Jobn Brown , Grifſſd, Samar, 
and William ; grace upon them. As you love Chriſt , key 
Chriſts favour , and put not upon him when he ſleepers, ro awake 
him before he pleaſe ; the Lord Jeias be with your ſpiric, 


Anwoth, July. 21, 1630. Your Brother in Chriſt. s, q. 


— — OO — — _—_ 


For MARION Mc KNAUGHT. 
Welbeloved Siſter. 


I have been thinking, fince my departure from yougoſthe pride, 
and malice of your adverſaries, and ye may not { fince ye 
have heard che book of the Pſalmer fo often) take hardly with 
this : for Davids cnemics nufted at him, and through the 


pride of thcir hgarfaid the Lord will not require it Pſ. 10: ver, 
43+ I beſeeeKyour re » in the bowels of Chriſt, ſet before 
your eyes thepatrence r fore-runner Jeſus, who, when he 


was reviled, reviled not again ; when he ſuffered , be threatned 
por , but commirted himſelf ro him who judgerh righteouſly 
1 Pet. %: vir. v3. And fince your Lord ard redeemer with 
patience reccived miny a black {trotr, on his glorious body, and 
many a bufter of the anbeleeviog world , and fayes of himfelf 
Jſa. 56: ver. 6, 1 geve my back ro the ſmiters yz and my cheths 
fo them , that pluthed off the batr, I bid not my face ſrom 
ſhame and [; ting. Follow him , andthink not hard , that 
i with your Lord , rake part with Jeſus of his 
Le-riog , and glory in the marks of Chriſt. If this Gorme 
wacore - you mult prepare your (elf for a new wound ; for 
ke 


- 
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five thouſand yrares ago, our Lord proclaimed deadly warre be= 
twixt the ſeed of the woman » and the feed of the ſerpent: and 
mar vel not that one rown cannot keep the children of Gods and 
the children of the divel 3 for one belly could nor kerp Jacod, 
and Eſau, one houſe could not keep peaceably rogethet Iſaack 
the (on of the promiſe , ard Lrbmacl the fon of the handmaid ; 
be you upon Chriſts Gde of it , and carerot what fleth cando ; 
hold your felt faſt by your Saviour 5 howbeit you be buffered , 
and choſe that follow him ; yet a hietle while , and the wicked 
chall nor be: fee 2 Cor. 4: ver. B. We are troubled on every fide 
ye mot difireſſed ; we are perplexed , but not in deſpair V. 92 
perſecuted bus not forſaken, caft down but not deſtroyed, lf you 
can pofleſie your foul in patience, their day is coming. Wor- 
thy and dear Sifter, know to carry your (elf in rrouble, and 
wher you are hated and reproached z the Lord sbewes it to 
you Pſ, 44: Ter. 19. All bis is come won us , yet havewe 
not forgotten thee , neither bare we deals falfly in thy covenant 
P/. 119; ver. 92. Unleſe thy lam bad been my delight , 1 had 
periſned in mine affiifiens. Keep Gods covenant 1 your tris 
alls. Ho!d you by his blefſcd word , and tio nor : flee anger s 
wrath » grudging, envying , fretting; forgive an bund- 
redth pence to your fellow (ervant » becauſe your Lord bath 
forgiven you ten thouſand talents: For , 1 aflure you by the 
Lord , your advyerlaries shall get no afvantage againſt you z 
except you fin, and offend your Lord in your Guferiogy : Bur 
the way to overcome , is by patience y forgiving, and pray« 
ing for your enemies, in doing whereof you heap coales upon 
their heads z and your Lord hall opena door tro you in your 
trouble : wait upon bup, as the night watch waiterh for the 
morning ; he will not tarry , go upto your watch rower , and 
come not dows, but by prayer, & faith , & hope wait oo; when 
the fra is full , it will cbb again + and ſo ſoon 23 the wicked are 
come to the top of their pride, and are waxed high and mighty» 
then is their change approaching : they that belceve make not 
baſte, Remembcr Zron þ forget her pot: for her enemics are 
many , for the nations are gath*red rogerbes againſt her , bus 
they know not the thougbts of the Lord,neither under fland they 
a 4 yi 


s MrRuruyaaroor D's Epiſt, x; 
is rorn/cl, for be rhall gather them as the rheaver , into the 
o”, ariſe and threſhO dauphicy of Jon Mic. 4: ver- 12: 13, 
| Gol hath gathered his coemncs rogerberzas theaves torhe 
threibiog ; let us ſay and reſt —_— promiſes. Nov 
again I truſt in our Lord you (hall by faith ſuſtain your (elf, and 
comfort your ſelf in your Lord , and be ſtrong in hispower, for 
you are inthe bearen and common way to heaven , when you 
are under our Lords crofles 5 you have reaſon to rejoyce in ity 
more then in a crown of gold , and rejoyce » and be gladeto 
bear the reproaches of Chriſt, | reſt, r: commenting you & your 
for ever tothe grace" and mercy of God. 


Anwoth, Feb, 1x. x63 1, Yours in Chriſt, S. R. 


— — —— 


For MARION MC KNAUGHT. 


Webelowed in the Lord. 


YE are not unacquunted with the day of our communion ; 
[ 1orrear therefore the aid of your prayers for that great 
work , which is one of our feaſt diyes » wherein our wdlbeclor- 
ed Jclus reJoycerh » and is merric with his friends : good caulr 
have we to wonder at his love , fince theday of his deach war 
ſuch a orrowful day to him , even the day when his mother rhe 
kick crowned him with thornes , and be had many againſt him, 
and compeared his alone to the ficlds againſt them all z yer be 
delights with us ro remember that day : let us love himy and be 
lade and rejoyce in his falyation , 1am conbdcor, that you 

Shall fce the ſon of God that day, and I dare 1n his name invnt 
youto his baoquer: Many a time you have been well encer- & «i 
taincd in bis houſc, and he changes not upon his friends, nor if 
chids themy for roo great kindneſle; yer 1 ſprake not this to make & «! 
leave offto pray for me, who have nothing of my (cll,brrinY n 
farre as dayly I receive from him > whois made of bis Ether Þ «: 

« running-over fountain, at which 1 and others may come 
with chirſty ſoules, and fill our veſſels ; long barb this wel 


þeca Randing open to us , Lord Feſws lock irnet wy agen upe 
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Epiſt, 5. Letters: 9 
on ws. I am forry for our delolate kirk ; yer Idare notbue 
uſt , ſo loog as there be avy of Gods loſt money here, be 5ball 
nat blow our the candle. Lord make fair candleſticks in his 
houſe , and removethe blind lights. 1 have been this time by - 
piſt thinking much of the incomiog of the kirk of the Fewer , 
pray for them : when they were in their Lords houſe, at rheir 
fathers elbow, they were longing for the in coming of theic 
lintle Sifter, the kicks of che Grutites, They [ad ro their Lord, 
Cant; 8. ver. 8, We bave a line Siſter , and \he bath mo 
breefts, what (hall we ds for our Sifter, in the day when ſhe is 
ſpoken jor ; Let ur give them a meeting + what thallwe doe for 
oar elder Sifter the Fewer; Lord Peſus gree them breafts. That 
werea glad: days to ſee us and chem born ſer down to one ta- 
ble , and Chriſt at the head of the table. Then would our Lord 
come shorrly with his fair $41rd,to bot { his great court. Dear 
SrAer, b: puricat for the Lords fake, under the m—_ that you 
ſuft:r of the wicked: Your Lord shall mak: you fre your de- 
lire 0n your enemics » ſome of them shall be car off 105. 15. ver. 
13. They [halt ſhake off their waripe grapes 4s the vint , and 
(4 } off their flhhoer , as the olive; God ghall make them like 
aripe fowre prope? » Shaken off the rree with the blaſt of Gods 
wrath ; and therefore pity thern » and pray for them; others of 
them muſt remain roexerciſe you; God hath faid of them, lex 
theraires grow up while harveſt Mat. 13 - Itproves you to be 
your Lords wheat. Be patient, Chriſt wene ro heaven with many 
a wrong, His viſage and coumenance was all marred more them 
the ſoas of ment you may not be above your maſter, manye 
black ftroke received innocent leſus, and he received —— 
but referredrhem all ro uhe great court day » when all thioge 
chall be righred. I detire ro hear from you, within a day or two, 
if My. Rovert remain in bis purpolc , tocomeard help us. God 
thall give you joy of your children, 1Ipray for them by their 
names » I blelſe you from our Lord, your Husband and Child 
ren; graces grace, and mercy be mulriplied upoa you. 


Anwoth. May. 7.1631, Yours in the Lord 
for ever 2 $. K. 


Fo 
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Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


W-clbeloved Sifter, 
M! love m Chrift remembered, I have received a letter 


from Edinburgh , certainly informing mes that the 
Engplish ſervice, aod the organs , and K ingrlames his Pſalm: 
are to be impoſed upon our kirk .avd the Biſhops are dealing 
for a general aſſembly: A. R. hath confirmed the newes allo, 
and (ayes, he ſpoke with Sir H/iliam Alexander, whois to come 
down with his Princes warrand for that eficQt.1 am defired in the 
reccived lerrer,to acquaint the beſt aff: ied abour me with that 
Korme: therefore [ intreat you, % charge you in the Lords name, 
pay ; bur do not communicat this to any, while 1 ſee you. My 
art is broken ar the rememberance ofit, and itwas my frar, 

& anſwcrerth to my laſt letter except one, that I wrote unto you: 
dearly beloved, be not caſten dowe,bur let uszas our Lords doves, 
take ns to our wings, for other armour we have none, & flee in to 
the hole of the rock, Jr is rruc A. R. ſayes, the worthieſt men in 
England are banished, & Glenced, about the number of fixteen or 
ſeyenrecn choice Goſpel Preachers , and the perſecution is al» 
ready begun :; bowbar 1 do not write this unto you with a dry 
face, yer | am confident in the Lords ſtrength , Chriſt and 
his fidesball overcome , and you hall be aſſured, the kick were 
nota kirk, ifir were nor ſo; as our dear husband, in wooing 
his kirk, received many a black ſtroke; ſo his bride, in wooing 
him gets mavy blowers y and in this wooing there are ſtrokes 
vpon both fides 3 letic beſo, the divel will not make the mar» 
riage go back , neither can hetear the contratt , the end hall 
be mercy: Yet, notwithſtanding of all this, we have no 
warrand of God to leave off all Lwtull mcancs. I have been 
writing unto you the couoſclls, and draughts of men agaioſt 
the kirk ; bur they know not, as Micah ſayes, the counlel of 
Icbowa. The great men of the $orld may make ready the fiery 
furnace for Zion ; but rromw vee. that they can cavſeihe firero 
buro f no, Hertha made tbe fire, 1 truſt, thall nor lay amen 


0 
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to x! cir decreers, Irruſtin wy Lord, God hath nor ſubſcrib< 
ed their bill , and their conclutons have not yer paſt our great 

Li g3 ſcale. Theref re if ye think good, addrefſe your ſelf 
fri. ro the Lord , and then to A. R- ancne the bufineſſe that 

yoa know. | am moſt unkindly handled by the Presbytery; and 
24 if 1 had been a ſtranger, and not a member of that Seare, to fire 
in judgement with them I was ſummoned by their order as a 
witacllc apa nſt 8. A: but they have, got n0 advantage is that 
matrer. Other particulars you shall hear God willing , at 
mcering. Anent the matter betwixt you and LE, I re» 

member it to God : 1 intreat you in the Lord , be bmiſſive 
to has will , for the higher chat their pride mount up, they are 
the nearer afall; the Lord will more and more diſcover that 
man, Let your busband in all marrers of judgement take Chriſt's 
part , for th: defence of the poor , and needy , and the oppreſf[. 
ed; for the maintainance of equity and juſticein the rown 2 
And rake you nofcar; Heghall rake your part, and then 
youare ſtrong cou h, What* howbeit you receive indigni. 
ties for your Lords take ; ler it be (o, when he ball puc his 
holy hand up to your face in heaven , and dry your face, and 
wype the teares from your eyes, judge ye » if ye will not have 
cauſc then to rejoyce., Anecnt other particulars if you would 
ſpeak with me, appoint any ofthe firſt three dayes ofthe nexe 
week in Cartctoun , when Carlatoun is at home » and acquaint 
me with your deftices 3 and remember metro God , and my dea- 
reſt aF#:&ion ro your busband, and for Zions ſake hold not your 
peace, The grace of our Lord Jefus be withyou, and your 
buiband , andcbildren. 


Anwoth, Jun, 2. 1 631. Yours in the 
Lord, S. R. 
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Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT, 
W-clbeleved Sifier, 


y love m Chriſt remembered, I have received a letter 
from Edinburgh, certainly informing mes that the 
English ſervice, aod the organs , and Kingrlames his Pſalme: 
are to be impoſed upon our kirk .avd the Biſhops are dealing 
for a general aſſembly: A. R. hath confirmed the newes allo, 
and (ayes,he ſpoke with Sir H/illiam Alexander, whois ro come 
down with his Princes warrand for that efic.1 am defired io the 
reccived lerrter,to acquaint the beſt aff: ied abour me with that 
RKorme:theretore | intreat you, % charge you in the Lords name, 
pay ; bur do nor communicat this to any, while 1 ſee you. My 

art is broken at the rememberance ofit, and itwas my fear, 
& anſwcrerth ro my laſt letter excepr one, that 1 wrote unto you: 
dearly beloved, be not caſten down,burt let uszas our Lords doves, 
take ns to our wings, for other armour we have none, & flce in to 
the holc of the -_ Jt is eruc A. R. ſayes, the worthieſt men in 
England are banished,& Glenced, about the number of fixteen or 
ſeventeen choice Goſpel Preachers , and the perſecution is ale 
ready begun : bowbcit 1 do not write this unto you with a dry 
face, yer | am confident in the Lords ſtrength , Chriſt and 
his fide shall overcome , and you ball be aſſured, the kick were 
nota kirk, ifir were nor ſo; as our dear husband, in wooing 
his kirk, received many a black ſtroke ; ſo his bride, in wooing 
him gets mavy blowes » and in this wooing there are ſtrokes 
upon both fides 3 letic be fo, the divel will aor make the mar» 
riage £O back , neither can hetear the contraft , the end 5hall 
be mercy: Yet, notwithſtanding of all this, we have no 
warrand of God ro leave off all Lwfull mcancs. 1 have been 
writing unto you the counſclls, and draughts of men agaioſt 
the kirk ; bur they know not, as Micah ſayes, the counlel of 
Icbova. The great men of the world may make ready the fiery 
furnace for Aion ; but trow yee. that they can cauſe the fire to 
burn f no, Hicthatmadenbe fire, I truſt, shall nor lay amen 
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tor! cir decreets, Irruſtin wy Lord, God hath nor ſubſcrib< 
ed rheir bill , and their conclutions have not yer paſt our great 

Kit g3 ſcale. Theref re if ye think good, addrefſe your ſelf 
fic: rothe Lord , and then to A. R- ancne the bufineſſe that 

yoa know. | am moſt unkindly handled by the Presbyrery; and 
as if 1 had been a ſtranger, and not a member of that Seare, to fire 
in judgement with them, I was ſummoned by their order as a 
witacſſc againſt &, A: but they have_got no advantage is that 
matrer. Other particulars you shall hear God willing, art 
m:ering. Anent the matter betwixt you and J, E, 1 re» 

member it to God : 1 intreat you in the Lord , be ubmiſſive 
to has will » for the higher chat their pride moune up , they are 
the nearer afall; the Lord will more and more diſcover that 
man, Let your busband in all marrers of judgement take Chriſt's 
part , for the defence of the poor , and needy , and the oppreſl. 
ed; for the maintainance of equity and juſticein the rown : 
And rake you nofcar; Heghall rake your part, and then 
youare ſtrong cough, What® howbeit you receive indigni. 
ties for your Lords lake ; let ir be ſo, when he ball puc his 
holy hand up to your facein heaven , and dry your face, and 
wype the teaces from your eyes, judge ye » if ye will not have 
cauſc then to rejoyce, Anent other particulars if you would 
ſpeak with me, appoint any ofthe firſt three dayes of the nexe 
week in Carl:toun , when Carlctoun is at home » and acquaine 
me with your detices 3 and remember metro God , and my dea- 
reſt aff:ion ro your husband, and for Zons lake hold not your 
peace, The grace of our Lord Jclus be withyou,, and your 
bucband , andcbildren. 


Anwoth, Jun, 2. 1 631. Yours in the 
Lord, S. R. 


12> Mr RuTrtrroorD's Epiſt.7.8, 


For MARION MC KNAUGHT. 


Dear Miſtreſſe. 


J have not time this day ro write royon, bur God, knowing 
wy preſent ſtare, and neceſſities ofmy calling, I hope, will ſpare 
my mothers life for 2 rimesfor the which 1 have cauſe ro chank my 
Lord. 1 intrear you be Dot caſt down, for that which 1 write befors 
£© you , anecnt the planting of a miniſter in_ your town, Belecve, 
and you $hall (ce the ſalvation of God. I write this, becauſe when 
you ſuffer, my heart ſuffercth with you. I do beleeve your foul 
shall have joy, in your labours an holy defires for that worke; 
grace upog you, and your Hus band, and children, 


Anwoth. Yours ever in Chriſt, S.R. 


PR 


—{ 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT., 
Beloved Miſtreſſe. 


y deareſt love in Chriſt remembered to you: Koow 

that My. Abrabam $shewed me, there is to be a mecting 

ot the Bichops ar Edinburgh shortly , the carſcs are known to 
themſelves: It isour part to hold up our hands for Zion. *How- 
bcir it is reported, they cane (ad from court. Itis our Lords wil 
dome , that his kirk should ever hing by a threed , and yet the 
threed breaketh not, bring banged upon him, whois the ſure 
nail in Davids houſe Iſa- 22% ver. 22g upon whom all the vel- 
ſels, great and (mal do hang1and the nail{God be thanked )oci- 
ther croaketh , nor can be broken : Icſus, that Jower of Ieſſe 
ſer without hands , gereerh many ablaſt, and yer withers nor, 
becauſe he is his farhers noble roſe, caſting a ſweer ſmell range 
heaven and carth, and muſt grow ; andinthe ſame garden 
with him grow the ſaints z Gods Gir and beautyfullLlles 
under wind and rain and all ſan-burned, and yer life remainerh 
Wikeroot; Keep withio bis garden 2 and you hall grow = 
x , 
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Epiſt. 8. Letters. 13 
them , till che great Husband man, our dear mafter gardiners 
come , and tranſplant you from the lower part of his vineyard , 
up to the higher , to the very heart of bis garden, above the 
wrongs of the rainy ſun, or wind ; and then wait upon the 
times of the blowing of the ſweet ſouth, and north wird of his 
racious ſpirit , that may make you caſt a ſweer ſmell in your 
beloved's noſtrils; and bid your beloved come down to his 
garden » and care of his pleaſant fruits Cant. 4: wer. 16, and he 
will come: you will ger oo more but this, uocil you come up t@ 
the well head » where you sball pur up your hand, and rake 
down the apples of the tree of life , and car under the shadow of 
that tree: theſe apples are ſweeter up befiderberree, thenthey 
are down here, in this picce of a clay priſon houſe. JIhave no 
joy bur in the thoughts of theſe times, Doubt nor of your 
Lords part, and the ſpouſes part, she sball be in good caſe. 
That word $hall ſtand Hoſ. 14: ver. 5- 1 ſhall be as the dewte 
Iſrael , be ſhall grow up as thelilly, and caft out his roots as 
lebanon ver. 6: his branches ſhall ſpread , bis beauty shall be as 
the olive tree » and his ſmell as lebanon. Iſa. 1 1: ver. 12. Chrit 
zhall ſer up his colours , and his enfigne for the nations, and 
shall gather rogether the outcaſts of Uirael. Exek, 37. ver. nr, 
Then the Lord ſaid to me, (on of man theſe dead bones arcthe 
whole houſe of Mracl, behold they ſays our bores are dried, owr 
hope is loſt , we are cur off for our' parts ver, 12, Fhey 
propheſy unto them , and ſay, thus ſayeth the Lord God, behold 
O my people, I will open your graves , and cauſe youcome up os 
of your graves, aud bring you unto the land of Iſrael; Theſe 
promiſes are not winds but the breaſts of our beloyed Chrift 
which we muſt ſack , and draw comfort out of: we hare 
cauſe to pity thoſe poor creatures ,that ſtand our againſt Chriſt 
and che building of his houſe : Silly meo , they bave bur a 
fecklelſe and lilly heaven,nothing bur meat & cloarh, & laugh 
aday or two inthe world, and then in 4 moment godown te 
the grave, and they $hall nor be able ro binder Chrifts buildivg; 
He that is maſter of work will lead Rones tothe wall oyer their 
belly: and for thar preſent rumulr, chat the children ofthis 
world railcs ancat the planting of your town with a paſtor , 
belecrs, 


14 M RuTHerxFoorD's FEpiſt 8, 
bclceve , and ſtay upon God ( as you ſtill shame us all in be. 
lceving ) go toreward in the ſtrength of che Lord, and fiom 
my Lerd I ay, before whom | ſtand, have your eyes upon none 
but the Lord of armies, and the Lord hall cither ler you ſee 
what you long to ſee, or then fulfil your joy more abuadant- 
ly another way. You, andyoursy and the children of God 
whom you care for in that town; thall have als much of the Soa 
of God's ſupper , cur and laid down upon yourtrenchers , be 
who he will that carveth, as shall fred youro ererval life: and be 
notcaſt down for all that is done, your reward islaid up wich 
God. Ihope to (re you laugh and leap for joy, Will the 
tewple be built without din, and rumult } No , Gods ſtones 
ef his houſe in Germany are laid with blood , and the Son of God 
no ſooner begins to chopes and hew ſtones wich his hammer bur 
als ſoen the ſword is drawn. Ifrhe work were of men, the world 
would fer their shouldersro yours ; but in Chriſts work, ewo or 
three muſt fight agaioſt a Presbyrery , ( though his own courr,) 
& a City : This proyeth that it is Chiifts errand , & therefore 
that it shall thrive: let them lay i:on chaines crofſe over the 
door, ſtay, and beleeyve and wait, while the lyon of the tribe 
of Iudah come, and he that comes from heaven cloathed with 
the rain bow , and hath the little book ia his hand , when he 
takes a grip of their chainess he will lay the door onthe broud 
fide , ard come in, and go up tothe pulpir ,: and cake the man 
with bim, whom he hath choſcofor bis work ; Therefore ler 
me hcar from you, whether you be in hravineſſe, ot rejoycing 
nnder hope , that I may take part of your grief, and 
bear it with you , and ger part of your joy» which is ro me 
alſo as my own joy ; Andasto what arc your fears, anent 
the bealth- or life of your dear children , lay it upon Chriſts 
sheulders , let him bear all, looſe your gripes of them all, aod 
when your dear Lord pulleth , let them go with faith , 
and joy : Ir is atricd faith, to kiſſea Lord that is taking from 
: Let them be careful, during che shorrt rime thar rhey are 
_—_ run, and get agripe of the prize; Chriſt is ſtanding ig 
the end of their way » Folding u the garland of cadleſlc glory 
igthar cyes, and is crying mite 4nd come, and _ 
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Happy are they, if their breath ſerve them torun, and not ra 
weary 2 while their Lord with his own dcar hand put the crows 
upon their head. It is notlong dayes» but good dayes » thar 
make the life glorious and happy 3 and our dear Lord is gra« 
cious tous, Who sborteneth , and hath made the way to 
shocter then it was : So that the crown that Noeb did fight for 
five bundred yearcs » children now may obtain ir io ffcroem 
yeares ; and heaven is in ſome ſort berter for us now , then it 
wasro Noah: Forthe man Chriſt is there now, who was not 
come in the flesb in Noabs dayes: You $ball show this ro your 
childrens whom my ſoul 1a Chriſt bleſſeth ; and 1arrear rhema by 
the mercics of God , and the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to covenant 
with Jeſus Chriſt to be his, and ro make up the bond of friend- 
chip, berwizt their ſoules and their Chriſt, , that they may bave 
acquaintance in heaven , and a friend at Gods right - hand, ſuch 
a friend at court is much worth : Now | take my leare of you 
praying my Chriſt, and your Chriſt , to fulfil your joys 
and moe graces , and bleſkngs from our ſweetLord Jeſus to your 
ſoul , your Husbands , and Children, then ever 1 wrote of 
letters of A, B, C, to you : grace, grace be with you, 


Anwoth, Maichg, 1632. Yours in my ſweet Maſter 
Feſus Chriſt. $.R. 


ror MARION MEKNAUGHT. 
Dearly beloved Miſtris. 


Y love in Chriſt remembred: You are not ignorants 

what our Lord in his loye « viſitation hath been doi 
with your ſoul, even te:ting you ſcea lictle ag hc of chat ink 
trance z you muſt go thorow ere you come toglary. Your 
life bach been neer the grave, and you was at the door, and 
you found the door sbut faſt. Yourdear Chriſt thioking ic 
not time to open theſe gares ro you, while you have fought 
ſome loager is his camp : And therefore he willeth you to put 
a your armour again and to take no fruce with the Devil , 
or 
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er this preſepr world , you arc little obliged to ary of the 
two , bur I rejoyce in this, that when any of the rwocomes ro 
ſui your ſoul in marriage » you bave an anſwer in readineſſe 
to tell them, You are roo long a coming, I have many a year 
LGnce promiſed my ſoul ro another , even to my deareſt Lord 
Jeſus, tro whom I muſt berrue : And therefore you are come 
back to ns again, to belp us ro pray for Chriſts fair bride , a 
majrew dear to him. Be not caſt down io heart, to bear 
that the world barketh at Chriſts ſtrangers, both in Ireland, 
and in this land : chevy do it becauſe their Lord hath choſks 
them out of this world: And thisis one of our Lords re. 
proaches, to be hated ard ill jntreated by men; The filly 
ranger in an uncouth countrey muſt rake with a ſ{moaky 
jones , and courſe chear, and ahard bed, anda barking-ill- 
rovgucd hoſt, Ir 1s a_ roday , and ke will xo his jours 
nay upon the morrow , and leave them all : Indeed our fair 
morning, is at hand , the day-ſtar is near the nog , and we 
are not many miles from home » what matter of ill intertain. 
ment in the ſmoaky innes of this miſerable life , we arc not to 
ſtay here, and we will be dearly welcome ro him whom wego 
to; and I bope, when I hall ſee you cloathed in white raimeor, 
washenin the blood of the lamb , and shall ſee you even at the 
elbow of your deareſt Lord and Redeemer, and a crown upon 

rhead, and following our lamb, and lovely Lord , whi. 
ther'ever be goeth, you will think nothing of all cheſe dayey, 
and you ball then rejoyce, and no man $halltake your joy 
fromyou: And it 1s certain there is not much God to run in 
your Lords and-glfle z and that day is at hand, ardrill thea 
your Lord in this life is giving you ſome little feaſts: 1r js true, 
you ſec him not now» a5 you sball ſee him then; your welbclo, 
ved ftandeth now behind the wall , looking out at the window 
Cant. 2: ver. 9. and you (ze bur a little of his face; then you 
shall fee all bis face » and all the Savioury a long and high and 
broad Lord Jeſus » the meſt lovelieft perſon among the child. 
ren of men. O ! joy of joyes » Thar our (oules | —_ there 


is ſack > prear ſupper preparing for us » even, bhowbeie we be 
but balf huwgercd of Chiiſt kero , agd many atime dine be 
hizd 
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hind noon +» yet wy pegs come in time , and 
will be ſer before as5 / before we famich, and-lofſe our ftomachs,' 
Yeu have cauſe ro hold up your heart io remembrance, and 
bop: af that fair Ivog ſummer day, far in this night of yourlife, 
wherein you are in the body , abſent" from the 'Lord , Chriſts 
fair moon-light in his ward, and Sacraments , io prayer » feel= 
ing , and holy conference hath shined u ou, ro hoyen lee 
the way tothe city. I confeſle our diet here is bur ſparing ,- we 
get bur raſtings of dur Lords comforts ; but che cauſe of Thar is 
not , becauſe our ſteward Jeſus is a niggard , and narrow heart« 
ed , bur becauſe our ſRtomaches are weak) and we are narrow 
hearted ; but the great feaſt is coming, when'our hearts chall be 
calarged , and the chambers of rhem' made fair and wide, ro 
rake jo the great Lord lefus; come in then Lord Icfus roburgry 
ſoulcs , gaping for thee, In this j take the Bridegrooms 
as you may have hin, and be greedy his ſmalleſt crambs, bur 
dear Miſireſs , bay nove of Chriſts delicats ſpiritual with Gio , 
or failiog agaiaſt your weak body : remember you. are is the 
body , and it is the lodging houſe » and net without 
oftending theLord, ſuffer the old walls of to fall down, 
through want of neceſſary food ; r body is the dwclling 
houſe of the (pirit;8& rherefore for the Jove you carry tothe ſweet 
gucſt , give a due regard to his houſe of clay :. when be looſeth 
the wall > why not ,- welcome Lord lefus ; bur ir is a fearful fin 
ious, by burtin the body by:faſtio ,to looſe an ſtone, or the 
leaſt picce of timber in it ; for the houſe is corour own: the 
bridegroom is with you yet , ſofaſt as that alſo you may feaſt, 
and rezoyce in him, Ithiok upon your Magiſtrates ,/ bur he 
that is cloathed 10 linning , and hath the writers inkhoro by his 
fide, hath writtea uptheir names in hgaven already: pray , and 
be conreor with his.will, God hath a counſel bouſe in heaven , 
and che cad will be mercy unto.you, - For the planting of your 
Town with a godly Minifter, have your eyc upao the Lord of che 
harveſt ; I dare, promiſe you, God in this life sball ll your 
ſoul with the farmefle ofhis hauſe , for your. care ro, ſee. Chri 
bairnes fed, and your poſterity shall kaqw it, to whoga Þ pray for 
mercy , ——— a __-” 
ra 
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meiſalexs , and if God 100 t ith his bairss, their reac 
is faic , and 1 kopeir chall beſ he Lord Iclus be with your 
ſpicir. | | 

Apwoth. Sept, 19. 1631+ Yours ever in Chriſt, S. R, 


Fr MARIOM ME KNAUGHT. 


Wrelbcloved Sifter in Chriſt. 


ou thall underſtand, 1 have received a letter from Edin- 
, that # is ſuſpeRted that there will be a Geners 
alembly, or then fone meeting ofthe Bichops , and that ar this 
Syned there will be ſome commiſſioners choſen bythe Bishopz 
which wtwes have fo taken up my mind, that F am not (o ſetled 
for ſtadicy , 25 Thave bcen before 5 an4 therefore was never in 
ſuch feate for the work: bur becauſe it is written ro-me,, ax 
aſcereet I dare not reveal & co any, but to your (clfe whom 1 
know:”22d therefore | inereare you, nor for any comfort of mine, 
who am bur one man; but forthe'glory and honour of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the, maſter. of the bavquer z be more carveſt with God , 
cn chew orhers of your Chriſtian acquaintance my 
felfe.. lean becontent of shame in that work , 
if my Lord and maſter be hotoured; and therefore petition our F ©" 
Lord , eſpecially to fee ro his own glory , and to give bread w/ 
to his bungry bairns + howbeir I goe bungry away from the | '* 
feaſt: Requeſt My Robert from me, if he come not, ro res, | W! 
member us co our Lord, 4 have neicher time, nor afree diſpoſed & ©!" 
trilnd ro'writero you, anent your own caſe, Send me word if all Y y* 
your children and your kuzband be well: Secciog they are not ho! 
Lien deare Lords » efteeme them but as borrowed, £4 
[4 


lay them down ut Godyfeer : your Chriſt ro you is better 


all: wr my unaccuſtomed $bort letter » | a. 
nee re na that honourable feaft to our Lord Te. f bra 


ſur, He win with ue before 7 Þ hope be will-nor change apoa f Mi 


* 
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us, but fear] have changed upon him , but Lord Jet old 
kindoefle ſtand ! Ieſus Chyiſt be with your ſpirit, : 


«Anwoth. Yours in his ſweet 
Lord Feſus, S. R. 


———— 


D——_— 


To  MARION MCKNAUGHT, 


Welbeloved and deare Sifter. 


Y tender affeftipn in Chiiſtremembered , 1 left you in as 
Mao: beavipes , as | wasin ſince I came to this country 3 
but | know yaa doubt nor, bur ( asthe truth io Chriſtis ) wy 
ſoul is knit to your ſoul, and ro the foul of all yours, and 
would , if I could, fend you the largeſt part of my heart-in- 
cloſed in this letter 4 bur by fervent calling upon my Lord, I 
have attained ſome victay over my heart, which runneth often 
nat knowing whither , and of my beguiliog boprs » which 1 
know now better then I did 3; and truſts 19 my Lord, to hold 
aloofe from the jnzigeings of a ſeduceing heart, by which Jam 
dayly coſened ; ard minds not by his grace, wha hath called 
me I eternal purpoſe , to come (© far within the 
grips of my toolich ming, griping about any folly: comeing' ies 
way , 45 the woodbing of ivic gocth about the tre, - | adots 
and kilſe the providence of my Lord 5 who knowetb - well 
what ig meB caprrnee ine me , and for-yous and your child- 
ren 3 and | thinke of you as of my (clfe , that the Lords: who 
wrnerh (in bis deep wiſdom) abour all tho wheeles and ture 
pings of ſuch chaoges , shall alſo diſpoſe of thar for the beſt co 

ou » and yours. lathe preſence of my Lord, | am not able, 
bowbcir | would, toconccive amifſe of you, in that marrer > 
graces gracefor ever upon you and your ſeed; ard it that be 
your portion»in digighr of all the powers of datkodſe: dobdr 
more queſtion of this , But the Lord ſaw a naile 19 my 
beart laoſe, and he bath now faſtened it , hogous hero bis 
Majeſty. 1hear your fon is gotcred to the ſchools if 1 bad 
; b z known 
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known of the day, 1 would have begged from our Lord, that 
be would have put the book in bis hand , with bis own hand: 1 
eruſt ia my Locdicis (05; and I conceive hope, to [ce him a ltar 
to give Light ia ſome room? of our Lords bouſe, and purpoſe by 
the Lords grace, as I am able, (it our Lo:d call youro reſt before 
me ) when you are ar your hone,to dot to the utrermoſt of 
my power to helpe him every way , in grace and learning , 
and his Brother, and all your children : and I hope you would 
expe that of me. Further you hall know, that My W. D. 1s 
come home, who ith it isa miracle, that your Husband 1n this 
procelſſe before the Councel eſcaped borh diſcredit & dammage; 
Let ir not be foregotten , he was, in our apprehenfion, ro our 
griefc,caſt down and bumbled io the Lords work , in thar matter 
berwixt him and the Bailzy ; now the Lord hath honoured 
him , and made him famous for vertue, honeſty , and 1nte» 

rity,ewo ſeveral rimes b*fore the nobles of this Kingdom: your 
Low liverh; we will goc co his rhrone of grece again , hit 
arme it vor shortented, The King is cerraioly expeted, JI 
is fearrd, we have cauſe for vur Gnneszto fearethat theBridegroom 
Shall be taken from us. By our fiones we have rent bis fair gars 
meaty, and we haveſtirred up and awakened our beloved ; pray 
him to carry or then to rake us with rm: it were good that 
we should knock and rape at our Lords door. We may nor tire 
#5 knork oftener then twice or thrice: be knoweth the knock of 
his fricads, Tt am ſtill what I was ever to your dear children, 
tendering their ſoules happiocs, and praying that grace» grace, 

race, mercy , and peace, from Godeven God our father and 
From our Lord Jcfas,/may b: their portion ; and that now while 
they are green and young), their hearts may take band with Je= 
ſus, the corner ſtone and win once in, in our Lord and Sayi- 
outs houſe , andchen they will nor ger leave to fiir; pray fot 
me, and eſpecially for bamilicy aod chankfulnes: I have al- 
wayes remembrance of you, avd your Husband, and dear 
chilkee 0: The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


Anwoth. Yours evermore in my deavre 
| Lord Feſus and yours ,S, R- 


To 
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T0. MARION M<© KNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved and dear Sifter, 

M! Love in Chriſt remembered, God hath bronobe me 
ome from a place, where 1 have been exerciſed with 

ercat heavineſs z and I have found at home new matter of 
cavineſs; yer dare not bur in all things give thanks: In 
my bufines in Edinburgh, I have not fioncd , nor wronged my 
party z by his owne confeſſion and by the confeffion of his 
f.cinds; 1 have given of my == for peacey and the (ayeing 
of my Lords truth from reproaches , which is dearer to me then 
all I bave. My Mother is weake, and 1 thinke $hall leaveme 
alone; but Iam nor alone, becauſe Chriſt's Fatheris with 
me - For your bufines anent your Town, I ſee great eyidencesy 
but Sathao and his Ioſtruments are againſt it , and few ſer their 
shouldersro Chriſt's shoulder to helpe bim 3 bur he will docall 
his alone, and I dare not but exhort you to beleeve, and perſuade 
you » that the bungry in your city ball be fed, the reft 
that want a omak, the parcings of Gods loafe will ſufficethem: 
And therefore , belcevert shall be well + 1 may nor Leave my 
mother, ro come and confer with you of all particulars, I have 
iveo ſuch direCtions to our dear freind as I can, burtheevenc 
1s in our Lords hands, Gods Zion abroad floorisherh, & his arme 
is not shorrncd with us if we could beleeve. There is ſcarcery 
and a famineofthe word of Godin Edinburgh; your fiſter F. 
laboureth mightily in our buſines 5 bur hath noras yet gorren 
an anſwer from L P. My A. C. will work what he cang my 
Lady ſaith she can doe lirtle z and that ir ſuteth not her nor ber 
Husband well, to ſpeak in fach an affair:I cold her my mind 
pry ; I long to know of your eſtate 3 remember me hearty- 
yto yourdear Husband: | 5 the portion of your bairnes.T 


know you are mindful of che green wound of our Siftey kirk in 


Ircland , bid our Lord lay aplaiſtertoir, he hath skill ro 
doc ſo » and ſet others ro work; Orace, — your 
Anu 


Yours in Chrift, S. Re 
Fos 
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Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Wealbeloved and Dear Siſter. by 


know your heart is caſt down , for the defolation like } ® 
<2 come upon this Kirkz and the appearance; thar an hireliog 
all þc thruſt in upon Chrilt's fiock , 1n that rown ; bur ſegd le 
2 beavy heart upto Chriſt , « well be welcome. Theſewho | {+ 
Ire withthe beaſt and the Dragen , muſt make war with the $h 
Lamb ;buc che lamb hall overcomerhem, for he is Lord ofLords,v | *% 
King of Kings, and they who arc with him , are called, and f © 
cholen , and faithful: Rev. 17: ver. 14+. Ourten dayes will | 
have as cnd; allthe foruer things shall be forgotter , when ch 
we shal} be up before the rhronce, Chriſt hath been ever that wv 
inthe world, he bath always the defenders part, and hath ber } ® 
ill ia the camp» fighting the Churches barrells., The f ® 
enemics of the Son of God will be fed with their own flech , and || ©: 
ghall drink cheir own blood ; and therefore their part of it shall, | 
a laſt , be fourd bard coough; fo that wee may look forewad } ** 
ard pity them : motil the number of the EleR be fulfilled, Chriſt hi 
garments muſt be rolled in blood ; Hecomerh from Edom , | Þ* 
from the (laughter of his enemics. Iſa. 63+ ver. 1, Clothedwith } ©" 
ments, glorious in his apparel z travelling in the great- 
MT fa Arenprh: Whois this {fayeth he ) ts ars is thi 
glorious poſture? our great He, that Hey who is mighty to (ave; 
whoſe glory thioeth, while he rinkleh the blood of bis a | * 
verlarics upon his garments, aod flaineth all his raimenr. The #3 Y' 
go of bus rightcous reveages $higcth forth , in theſe ſtains, 
ſcing aur world 1s pot here away , we poor childeren , fa 
from home, muſt ſtcal chorow many watress » weeping as ve 
goec , and withall belecying , char we doe the Lards fairhtalock 
no wrongs feing betath ſad Iſa: 5 1: ver. 12. Ioroen | am 
that comforgeth you, who art thou that art «ffraid of 4 man th 
ſhell dir, and of the Senvf nan that that be made as proffe! 
Iſa. 43: ver. 2. When thou paſpeſt thorew the watters, 1 wi 
be apith 4beg; And #herow rhe rivers they shall nox oy 
gheet 


— 
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thee: When thou walkeft thorew the fire thou chal wet 

burnt » neisber shall the flame kindle upon #ber. Thert is aclond 
gathering, anda ſtorme comeing, This land chall be rurned up 
ude downs and if ever the Lord ipake to me (think 00 it) Chriſts 
bride will be glade of a hole to hide her head in » and the dragon 
may fo far prevail z asto chaſe the woman 'and ber man-childe 
over ſca 3 bur there 5hall be a gleaning , rwo or three berries 
lefr » in the top of the oliverree, of whom God thall ſay , De 


fires them not, for there is a bleſſing in them : Therocafter there 


chall be a fair fun-blinke , on Chriſt's old fpoule » and a cheate 
skie and che shall flog az in the dayes of her your, The An- 
tichriſt and the great red Dragon will lop Chriſt's braachey, and 
bring his vine to alow ſtump , under the feer of thoſe, who carry 
che marke of the beaſt 5 bur the plaive of renown , the mam 
whoſc name is the branch , will bud forth agaio, and bloilome 
a5 the roſe » and there chall be fair white Rooriches again with 
moſt pleaſant fruits upon chat eree of life's A fairſcaſon may He 
have ! grace grace be upon that Wlefſed and beamifultree! une 
der whoſe chaddow we shallfir, and his fruit chal be ſweet roour 
taſte. Bur Chriſt chall wooe his handful in the fire » and chooſe 
hizown in the furnace of affliction ; bur be it ſo, he dow nor z 
be will oor lay his children: Love wilt. ave lex him make a full 
end: The Covenant will cauſe him hold his hand. Feare noe 
theo, (ſaith the firſt and the laſts be who was dead and is alive } 


letters, In che name ſon of God belceve , ' buried 

Scotland , dead and buried with her dear Bridegroom » chall 

riſe the thicd day again , ——_— gen oor 
4 
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zer the old timber is cur down, I recommend you and your 
burdens » and heavy heart tothe ſupportiogs of bis graces, and 
pool will whodweltin the bush , to him who was at from 

brethren. Try your husband a far off , toſce it he can be 
induced to think upon gocing ro Americs. O tolee the light, 
pextto Chriſts comecing in the clouds the moſt joyful ! our cl» 
der brethren the Jewes and Chriſt fall gpon one anothers necks 
and kiſſe cach other | they have been long aſunder , they will 
be kindeto one another when they meet. O day | O looged 
for and lovely day down ! O ſweet Jeſus ler me fee that figbe, 
which will be as life from the dead , Thee and thy ancient people 
io mutual embraces | Dolire your a rocloſe with Chriſt, 
ypon terms of ſaftering for bim ; for the crofle is an old meal. 
iog» and plot ofground , that lyerh to Chriſts houſe. Our 
dcar Chicfc , bad ay that reot lyiog to his inbcritavee , bur tell 
her, the day is neerthe dawniog , the skic is riveing » our be» 
Joved will be on us, ere ever we br awat » the Antichriſt aod 
death and hell, and Chrifts enemics avd ours will be bound, 
and {caſt into the- bortomeleſe pit, The Lord Jeſus be with 
pour ſpiric. 


Anwoth, April. 22. 1635. Yours in bis ſweee 
Lord Jeſus. 5. R. 


— 
— —_ —_ 


Te MARION McKNAUGHT. 


Loving and dear Siſter, 


aſh our peace , veither be diſcouraged, 
Ro of chis perſecurion , . Ichovab is io this burning 
bush. The floods may {well and'roar; ' but our Ark (hall ſwim 
above the watrers ; it caonor fin k;berauſe a Saviour is io it, Be- 
pauſe our beloved was not het-in by bis (poiſe, whep he ſtood at 
thedoaur > with his wet and froven had; therefore, al 
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baye us'to ſeek him a while, and while we arcſceking , the 
watch men,thar goe about the walls, bave ſtricken the poor wo- 
man, and have taken away her vail frem her ; bar yer alinle 
while and our Lord will come again. Sculands skie will cleare 
again , her moment muſt goe over. I darin faith ay and writes 
( lam not now dreaming ) Chriſt is bur ſeeking ( whar he will 
have and make) aclean gliſtering bride our of rhe fire. God 
ſend biny his errand : but he cannot want what be ſeeks. 1n 
the mcan timeyone way or other , heshall fiode, or.make a neſt 
for bis mourning dove. What is this we are doing » bicak- 
ing the neck of our faith? We are not come as yet co the 
mouth of the red ſca; and howberit we were, for his booours 
lake he mult drie ir up. It is our part to dic griping » and 
holding faſt his fairbfulpromiſe. It the beaſt should ger leave 
toride through the land, to (cal fach as are his » be will act 
ger ove lamb with bir » for thele are (ccured & ſealed as the fer- 
rants of God, In Gods name , let Chriſt take his barne floors 
and all that is init roa hill, and winnow it, Let him fit his 
corney ani ſweep his houſe , and ſeck his loſt gold, The Lord 
Shall cogge the rvumbling wheels » or ture them ; for the rc- 
mainder of wrath doth he reſtrain. He can looſe the. bels of 
Kings; to God their bel » wherewith they are girt , is knir 
with a fingle draw knot, As for a Paſtor to your rown, your 
conſcience cat beare you witneſle , you have don yoar part: 
ter the maſter of the vineyard now (ceto his garden, —_— 
have gone on » till he bath ſaid, land fil), The will ofche 
Lord be dove, Bur a trial is not, to give Up with God and 
believe no more. 1 thank my God in Chriſt , 1 finde the force 
of my rempration abated) and irs edge bluored) fince 1 ſpoke yoa 
hft. ilknow not if the temprter be bovering , until he 
finde the dam gather agaio, and me more (ccure, bur ir 
hath been my burden, and 1 am yet more confident , the Lord 
will ſuccour and deliver. 1 intend God willing , that our 
communion hall be ccl:brat the fictk Sabbath after 
paſche, Our Lord, that great maſter of the feaſt , ſend as 
onc hearty and heart iome ſupper , —_ ic shall berhe lake 

$ But 


26 M*RuTHnnarooRyd's Epilt;'15. 
Bur we expet , when the chadowes hall fee away, and the 
day dawn, and our Lord shall come t his garden s that he 
shall feed us in green paſtours z without ſeare, The dogs rhall 
not then be bunded- out amongſt the sheep, I caroeſtly defire 
your prayers , for aſfiſtavcear our work z and put orhers with 
youto doethe ſame, Remember mc to your Husband,, and 
dcfire your daughcer , tobe kinde to Chiiſt , and ſeek to win 
neer him, he will give her a welcome into his houſe of wine \ 
and bring ber ioro the Kings Chambers, @ how will the lighc 
of his face, and the ſmell of his garments allure and ravich the 
heart | Now thc lore of the Joyely Son of God be with you. 


Anwoth. 1635. Yours in his ſweet 
Lord Jeſus. $S. R. 


— 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT, 


Miſtreſſe. 

Y love in Chriſt remembred , having appointed a merting 

with M. D. D. And koowing that B. will not keep the 
Presvytery, I cannot (ce you now: Commend may journey ta 
God. My ſoul blefſcrh you for yoar laſt letter, Benor dil- 
couraged , Chrift will not want the Iſles «men » the Iflcs sball 
wait tor his Law : We arc his icheritance, and He will (cll ao 
part of his inheritance ; for the fins ef this Land, and our breach 
ofthe Covenant , contempt of the Goſpel , and our deletion 
fromthetructh , He bath ſer up a burning furnace in our mount 
Aion ; Bur | ay it » and will bide byir , the grafle hall yer 
grow green on our mount Zion: There hall be dew all the 
night apoa the Lillies > amongſt which Chriſt feederb , aotil 
the day break, and the shaddowes flee away : And the morh 
#hall cat up the cnemics of Chriſt , I/a. 50: ver. 9. Ler them 
make a Ge of their own, and walkin the light thereof, it 


vhall not ler them fee to goto their bed ; bur hey Helens 
ova 
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Epiſt. 16, Letters. At 1 27 
down in ſorrow : Therefore rejoyce avd beleeve: Thar in haftr, 
Grace , grace be with you and yours« 

vAnwoth. Yours in Chriſt. $. R, 


—— Cw 


——— ———___—r rn 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT, 


Loving and dear Siſter. 


| fear that you be moved and caſt down y becauſe of the late 
wrong that your Husband received in your Towne « Couns 
cil: Bur I pray you, comfort your frlfia tbe Lord ; for a juſt 
cauſe bides under the watrer , onely as long as wicked mcn 
hold cheir hand above it : their arme will weary » and then the 
juſt cauſe shall ſwime above, and the hg hc, that is ſowen for the 
rightcous , shall ring acd grow up. If ye were aor firangers 
here, the degs of the World would nor barke at you, 2 Co. 
6: ver. 8, Y ou chall (ce all the windeings & curniags that are in 
your way iran warren wif coin" ny? Fog 
to the Kingdome at the neereſt , bur you maſt go thorow 

nour and dighongar , by eril report and good report , asde- 
ceivers and yertrue, Ver.g. As unknowg and yet well 
known , as dying and bebald wee lives as cbaſtned and not kil- 
led , Ver. 10. As ſocrowfuland yet alwayt rejoyceing. The 
world is one of the enemics 4 that we have to fighe ; bor 
2 Yanquiched and overcome cnetny , and like a beaten and 
forclorne ſouldicr ; for our Jeſus hath raken the armonr from 
ic: Let me then {prake ro you in his words: Beof good 
courage, ſaiththe captain of our lalvation, for | heve over» 
come the world, Youshall acicher be fice of the ſcourge of 
the ropgue » nor of diſgraces , cyecn if it were baſteviogs and 
ſpirings upon the face » as was our Saviours caſe, if you 
ollow leſus Chriſt. 1beſcech you in the bowels ofour Lord 
Jeſus, keep a good conſcience ( as I truſt you doc: ) you live 
not upon mens opinion : gold may begold and have rhe Ringe 
ſampeuponit, when ir is trampled upon by mer. Happy 
arc you, if when the world trawpicth upon you in your credite y 


28 MrRuTmzkFoorD's Epiſt.15, 
eod good name ; yer you are the Lords gold , ſtamped with the 
Kiuy of heavens image » and ſealed by his ſpirit goto the day 
of your redemption : Pray for the ſpirit of love, for 1 Cor. 13. 
ver. 7. Love bearcth all chings , it beleeverh all rhings, bop» 
eth all chings » and codureth allchings. Aod I pray you and 
your — | _ you God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt > the cleft Angels , pray for theſe your ad- 
verſavies. And read this to your Husband from me, and 
ler both of youpar en, as the cleft of God , bowells of mexcics, 
And, Sifter, remember how many thoulands of talents of fins, 

our maſter hath forgiven you. Forgive ye therefore your 

llow ſervants one talent. Follow Gods command 1o this, 
and ſcek nor after your own heart, and after your own eyes, in 
this matter z as the ſpirit ſpeaks Numb, 15. ver. 39. ASke ne- 
yer the counſl of yaur ewn beart here, the world will blow 
up your heart Bow , & cauſcir ſwell » except the grace of God 
cauſc it fall, Jeſus, cven Jeſus the ererval wiſdom of the Fa« 
ther, give you wiſdom. Irruſt God ghall be glorified in you. 
Ang a door thall be opened unto you , as to the Lords priſoners 
of hope as Zechariah ſpeaks: it is a benefit to you, rhat the 
wicked are Gods fan to e you, Andl hope they hall 
blow away nocorne, or ſpiritual graces, but onely your chaffe, 
I pray you in your purſute, have ſorecourſe ro the law of men , 
thar you wander not from the law of God. Be not caſt down, 
if you aw him who is ſtanding on the sbore, holding our 
his armes to welcome you on land , you would not onely wade 
thocow a (ca of wrongs bur thorow bell it (elf ro be at him. 
And | truſt in God you ſee bim ſometimes, The Lord Iclus 
bc with your ſpirit and all yours. | 


Anwotb Your Brother in 
the Lord, $S. K- 


For 
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Epiſt, 17. Letters; 29 


For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 
Worthy and Dear Miſtr:ſſe. 


Y deareſt loye in Chriſt remembered. Ax to that buſi- 
neſle , which 1 koow you would fo faine have raking cf- 
ka , my carneſt defire is 4 that you ſtand Mill, baſt nor, and 
you thall ſee the ſalyation of God, The grear maſter gariacr , 
the Father of our Lord Irſas Chriſt, in a wonderful providence, 
with bis own hand , ( I dare, if it were rocedification, ſwear it) 
planted me here z where by his grace, in this part of his vine- 
yards [ grow. Tdar not fey, bur Satan and the world ( oneof 
is pages, whom he ſendy his errands) have (aid otherwiſe, 
and here 1 will abide , cill che great maſter of the vineyard think 
fic to tranſplant me + but when he ſces meet to looſe me ar the 
root , and to plant me where I may be more uſeful , borh asca 
fruit and chaddow, and when he who planced pulleth up , that 
he may tranſplant , who dare put ro their hand and hinder x if 
they doe , God ghall breake their arme at the thoulder blade, 
2nd doc his rurne, Wheop our Lord ts going weſt , the der] 
& world goc caſt; and doe you not know that it hath been ever 
this way berwixt Gol and the world , God _— - and they 
holding » God, yea, and rhe world.ney: bur they fall on char 
back and arc fruſtrar , and our Lord belderh nis grip. Whcre- 
fore doch the word Gay , that our Chriſty the good - man of this 
houſe, bis dear kirk, hath feer like fine brafle as if they burned 
in a furnace Rev. x; 287. 15, For no other cauſe, bur be. 
caſe » where our Lord ferreth down his brafen feer , be will 
foreward ; and whitherfocver he looketh , be will follow has 
look; and his fret borne all under them, like as fire dagh ſtubble 
and thornes, I think He hath now given the world 2 proof of 
his exceeding grear power , when he 1s doing ſack great th 
wherein Zfon is concerned, by the ſword of the Swediſh King 
ofaGideon. As you love the glory of God pray inftandly.(y ca em. 
gageall your praying zequantancey & take their fauhfal promife 
is 


him to bold on; for that city muſt fall, and the birds of the aire 
and the beaſts of the earch muſtmmake a baoquer of Babylon; 
for be hath invited them to eat the lah of that whore , and ts 
erik ber blood : mona eto kt band hall be 
rurncd unto ber , and chametul ſpewing shall her ' 
He, whoſe word mult Rand 1 poEn Take (hi, — 
band of the Lord, and drink and be drunken, and ſpew and (al 
and riſe ne mere, Fer. u5: v7.27. Our Jeſus ſcrting up bim» 
ſelf, as his Fathers cnfigne I/a x1. ver. 10, As Gods fair white 
colours , that his ſoalders may all flock about him : Loag, 
long may theſe cologrs ſtand! It 1s lince be diſplaid a bane 
— Babylon , in the Gght __ and aogells : La 
us rejoyce and criumph in our God , the rictory 15 Certain ; for 
when Chrift and Babcl wreſtle » then argells and laters may 
are thernſclves to ings Babylon the great is fallen, is ſallen, 
How bcir that Prince of revowny precious Jeſus , be now 
ing and bleeding io his members ; yer Cluiſt will laugh agaio, 
and it is time enough for us ro laugh, when our Lord Chrif 
Jaugbetb, and that will be shortly :For when we bear of warrs & 
rumours of warres, the judge's feet are then before the door, 
and he muſt be in beavens giving order co the Angels ro make 
themſelves ready » and prepare their hooks and ucles for tha 
great haiveſt « Chriſt will be upon us in baſte, watch but x 
fircle 3 and ere loog the «kics will rive , and that fair lovely pre 
for, Irluss thall come 1o the clouds, fraughtcd and loaded 
with glory ; avdthen all theſe knoves and foxcs, that deſtroy. 
ed the vines thallcallio the hills, and cry to the mountain 
$6 cover thew » avd bide them fram the face of him , who 
Grreth wpor the throne , and fram the wrath of the lamb, 
Recaember me to your Husband , and defire him frag me ig 
Chiiſt , and to take his parry, and in judgement fide ever 
ith his ,. aadrecrive a blow patiently for bis Gke;, for be # 
worthy ts be ſuffered for » vor onely to blowes, but alſo ro 
blood : He ball gz de, thas innocency and uprightacfſy jn jud- 
geacfr 
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to doc the like) for this King , and every one that Zioms King 
armeth » to execute the written vengeance on Babylon: Our 
Lord hath begun'ta looſe ſome of Babylons cornerftones , pray 
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gement thall bold its wer, and make him happy, when 
gouking will nor doc its I ſpeake this,” becauſe a perſon faid 
to me, I pray God, che countrey be not in worſe ca/e now, when 
the Proveſtend Baylics are agreed, then formerly : to whom 
| replyed , 1 cruſtthe Proveſt is agreed with. the mans perſon, 
bur not wich his faults. {| pray for you z with my whole foul 
2d defire , that your children may walk in the truth , and 
that the Lord may shiae upon them and make their faces ts 
thine, when the faces of others thall bluch , [ dar promiſe 
them in bis name, whoſe crutch I preach, if they will but iry 
Gods ſervice , that they thall fiode him the [weereſt maſter that 
ever they (erves ; and defire them from me , but to try for a 
while the (ervice ofthis blefied maſter , and then if his ſervice 
be not ecet , if it afford not what is pleaſant rothe foul's taſt , 
thaoge hi upon tryal , and ſeek a better: Chriſt is an on 
keown Chriſt ro young ones: and therefore they ſeek him 
pot , becauſe they know him not. Bid them come and ſee, 
ard (eek a kifle of his mounh ; & then they will finde his mouth 
s/o (weer 4 tha they will be everlaſtingly chained unto him , 
by thei own conſt! If thave any cred.e with your child. 
ren 1 entreat them 10 Chiiſts names torry what trath and 
realty is in what 1 fay , aod leave not his ſervice, rill they 
have fognd me alyar: I gave yous your Hurband and then te 
his keeping , to whom | have, and dar venture my ſelf and 
fouls even te our dear friend Iefls Chiiſt , is whom 1 am. 


Anwoth. Yours. S, R. 
For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 
Welbeloved Sifter. 


Y deareſt love in Chrift remembered you: Know'tha 
[ am in great heavioeſſe , ſor the pitiful caſe of our Lords 
Kirk: 1 beare the cauſe why D, Burton is commicced to 
priſon , is» his writing and preaching agaioft the Armizions, 
I thereſore eatreat the aid of your prayers for my (elf, and Bo 
L orcs 
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Lords captives of bope » and for Zion. The Lord: bath and 
dayly lets me (ee clearly, how deep furrowes Arminianiſae and 
whe followers of it » chall draw upon the back of Gods Iſrecl 
(bar eur Lord cur the cords of the wicked? } 1/8. 49: ver- 14, 
But Zion ſaid tht Lord bath foreſaken me, and mv Lord bath 
ren we. Lam. 1: ver, 2. Jlon weepeth ſore in the night, 
and bcr tears are upon ber checks: A ber lover: ſhe 
wone fs comfort ber, dll ber friends e« dealt treacherou 
with ber, and art brcome bey enemies. Iſa. 1.7. 22. Ow 
ver is become droſſe, our wine mixed with watter Lam-4: wer. x. 
How is the gold become dim? bow is the neoſ} fine god changed? 
#he flones of the ſanAluary are poured out in the top of every freer. 
Ver. 2. The precious ſont of Zion comparable vo fine gold be 
are they eftremed as earthen pitchers. the work of the bands of the 
Potter. Iris time now for the Lord's feercer aors, who favour 
the duſt of Ziow , rocry, bow long Lord. Androgo up to 
their watch rower , and to ſtay there , and not trocomedovn , 
until the viſion fpeak ; for it will ſpeak Hab. x. Tathe means 
' rime , the juſt shall live by faith. Ler us waiton, and oc 
weary. | have nor a threed to hang upon and reſt, but tha 
onc, Iſa. 49:7 ver. 15. Can 4 woman forget ber ſucking child. 
that ſhe (heuld not have compa/Ton on 1he ſun of ber womb? yea ſe 
way forpet, yet will ] not forget ther, Ver, 16. Bebold I baw 
graven thee upon the palmes o& mv bands, thy calls arc conth- 
wually before me. For all outward helps doe fail, it is time there. 
fore for us to hang our ſelves » as ouggþ,ords vellcils, upor the 
nail , that is faſtocd in a fore place, We would make ſtakes of 
vur Own faftning » but they will break. Our Lord will have 
Aon op bis own ocail. Edom is buſy within ur, and Babd 
without us » againſt rhe handful of Faced; feed. It wrre bd 
that we were upon Chriſts ideof it , for bis enemics will get 
tbe flakes to keep ( 3s the proverb is: ) our greateſt difficulty 
will bez tro win on upon the rock now , when the wind a6 
waves of perſceution are ſo lofty and proud. Let ſweer 
mike us by the hand : neither mult we think, that irwill 
etberwiſe , for it 'is rold ro the fouls under the altar, Rev. 6 
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That their fellow ſervants might briglled as they were, Surely 
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frannce belong roday, Niy heare bim Gay , behold T come! 
wy dear Bride, think not loog, 1 chall be at you at once, 
I beare you, and am coming. Ames, even (0 come Lord Jeu 
ſat , come quickly . For the priſoners of bope are- looking cut 
x the priſon windows , to ſee if they car behold the Kings ame 
bafſſadour comeivg » with the Kings warrant, and the keyens 
I write not to you by guefſe now , brcauſeT haven warriar t6 
by unto you , the £::ments of ChrilFs fpouſe muſt be vate 2» 
gain dyed in blog? , »+ long agoc her Husbabde was, But 
our Father ſecs bis ble-d-oag ſon. What 1 write nfo you; thow 
to |, G, Grace, grace, grace, and metcy be with you, 
your Hurband and children, 


«Anwoth. Yours in the Lord, $. 


—c__ 


for MARION ME KNACGHT?: 


Wedbdowd and dear Siler in Chrifts 4 


eeuld nor getan anfwcr written ro your lerrer rilf now; 1d 
relpet of my wifes diferſe, and the nn yer mightily pained. " 


all chall <div Gold's mercy. fknow that 3 aBitcd 
Ifclooks very like the way , rhar leads tothe hoon; for 
. oF's 

e 


the apoilic Aff, 14.23 bub drawn the Hhne and 
mercat-ways Through much tribulation, to the kingdom, 
Lord grant as the whale armout of God. Ye wike 0 mac con- 
cerming your peoples difpolition » how their hearts actinclined 
toward the man ye know , and whom ye delice moſt car 
your ſelf. He would mod gladly baye the Lords call fag gaoſs 
_Y for be knows , all God's plants fer by bis own 
thrive well ; aad if che work be God , be can make z 
flepping- ftone of the devil himſclf, for ſertiog forward the pork, 
For your felf 1 would adviſe you » toark of God 2 
hearr, Y our reward sball be ke )& for h the people 
BOC as the prophet & fuppole not 
ale, God! account you A repeirer of the breachrs, - 
6 


; Mr RuTHurroorD's Epilt.20; 
” Chriſt caution , ye «hall not loſe your reward,” Hold 
your grip faſt. If ye korw the mind of the gloribed i beaven, 
think bearen come to their hand at an caſy mercat , when 
they bape got it for three - ſcore or four=ſcore years wieſthag 
with God. When ye are come thither , yeshall thing, all 
did, in reſpeRt of my. rich reward now enjoyed of free graces 
was too liztle. Nov then for the love of the Prince of your 
fGlrazion, whois ſtanding at the cad of your way + bolding 
in his hand the prize and the garland to the race ranoen; 
&,. forward. Faiot oor, Take as many to heaven with 
you, as y*© are,able ro draw, The mor yedraw with you ye 
thaſl be the welcomer your ſelf, Be no Niggard or tar 
churle of the grace of God ; and employ all your endravount 
for eſt{blichiog an honeſt Miniſtery in your Town » now when 
yehkevefo few ro ſpeak agood word for you. I have many # 
_ heart dayly in my calling. I would be undone , if 
ad oat acceſs ro the, King's chamber of preſence , to whew 
him "all the bufineſs, The devil rages and is mad, to ſee the 
water drawn from his own will: but would ro God, we could 
be the Lord's inſtruments ro build the ſon of God's houſe: pray 
fer mg: Mche Lord farnisb rot now timber from Icbanon, w 
iid tbe bouſc + the work will ceaſe. 1 look cohim, v 
hath begno well with me, I have his hand wrize , He will 


.i1Your cer is tl, and longs fora bible. The 
&clablub you in pace, TheLord Jehas be with your 
fk | 
-' , IAn\aah. Yours at all power in Chriſt. SL 


LAELAL - h £ 


For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


 Miſtreſſe: 

Y. love.ja Chriſt remembred. Our communion is os 

Sabbath come cight dayes. I will jorreat you to recomd 

irto God , rogrpterieely che I haye moe 
up0s mc now, thas 


laſt tige. Theface | will befecch 
you 
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Foil, 20,7 Letters. iq 
you in Chiift, ſeck this petition ro me from God , thar the 
Lord would give me Trace ro row and form new obedience. 
| have cauſc ro ſujre this of you , and it ro Tomas Carſon, 
Fergus and Jean Brurn, for | bavebernand am exceedi 
caſt down » 3nd am fighting againſt a malicious devil, of whom 
| can win lictle grouod- Ard 1 would think a ſpoil, plucked 
Com him and bis truſty ſervant, fin, alawfuland juſt . 
And it were no fin to ike from him,io the came ofthe good 
man of our houſe , our King Jeſus, 11wvite youre be Goo 
quer. He ſaith , ye thall be dearly welcome to him. And [ 
defire ro believe , ( howbeir nat without great fear) he shalll be 
us hearty in his own houſe, as be has been before. For me, it 
is but (mall reckoning + but 1 would fain have our Father ard 
Lotd to break the great fair loaf, Chriſt » and to diſtribute his 
fli:n ſon amongſt the bairns of his bouſe. And that if any were 
i flep» bairn , in reſpett of comfort and ſenſe, it were rather 
ay (elf than his poor bairns, Therefore bid our welbeloved 
come to his garden , and fred among the lilkes, And as con 
ceruing Zion , I hope , our Lord, who Tech. 2, ſent his a0- 
gel with a meaſuring line in his hard , to meaſure the length 
nd breadth of Jeruſalem , in token he would not wants foos 
len th or inch of his 646 free beritage , +hall rake order with 
thoſe , who have taken away many acres of his own lard from 
him. And God will build FJeruſalom in the old fled and place s 
where it was before: in this bope rejoyce and be glad. Chiiſt's 
garment Vas rok dipe in blood fer not iog » bur ; his bride s 
whom he bought with firokesy, 1 will defire you to remembes 
my old ſults to God , God's glory ard the increaſe of lights 
that I dry not ap» For your town, hope and believe, that the 
Lord will gather-1n his looſe sheavs you to his bara, 
and ſend one with a wel-tocrh'd harp hook » an4 trong gore 
diet, to reap bis harveſt. Andebe. Lord Jelus be Huabaod- 
wan, and overſce the growing, Kemember my love rg,qour 
Erhard a4 v0 Sande: grace upon you and yoor 5 lhldern. 
Lord make them corner Rooes in Jeruſalem , aud py them 
pace it chew yourhaco take baud with the fag chief earanr tones 
whe was hewed out of the mountam viihous hacdh, and got 
£ 4 wang 
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a knock with his Farber's fore- hammer » © #nd coder 
them all, and rhe Rome did peither cleave nor break .. upon 
—_— your foul to lye, King Jeſus be with your 
it, 
Anwoth, Y aur friend in bir welbe . 
loved Lord Jeſus, S, K, 


OO — 


Fir MARION MEKNAUGHT. 


Much honoured and dear Miſtreſs. 

Y lovein Chriftremembred. I am grieved at the heart 

to write any thing ro you, to breed heavineſs toyou- 

And what | have written, I wrote it with much beavineſs. But 
I jnrreat you in Chriſt's name,when my ſoul is uoder wreſtlings, 
and ſeeking direftion from our Lord, (to whom his vineyard be- 
loagets) whirher 1 chall go, give me liberty to adviſe, and try 
all airths and paths, to ſee whether be goerh before me 2nd lead- 
eth me. Forit | were aſſured of Go#s call ro your Town, In 
my arm fall from my boulder blade and loſe power, and my 
right eyc be dricd up , which isthe _—_ of the idol chep+ 
herd Jach, 11: 17, If ft would not ſwim through the water, 
without a boat , cre 1 ſat his bidding. Bur if ye koew my doubt- 
ings and fears inthat, ye would falfer with me. Whether they 
be temprarioos , or impediments caſt in by God , I know oor, 
but you have now cauſe crothank God. For ſering the Biſhop hath 
givenyou ſuch a promiſe, he will give you an boocit man, more 
willingly than he willpermit me to comero you. And, as lever 
intreated you  purthe buſineſs our of your Land in the Lord 
reverence; and ;rry of him, if ye have warrant of himro (cet 

ro mas in the world , but one oncly . when there are choice of 

good men tobe had : howbrit they beroo ſcarce » ye they are. 

And what God faitbro mein rhe buſineſs, I reſolve by his grace 

todo for I know nor what he will do with me bur God thall 

— qm5 nf , erethe buſineſs be ended. For 1 perſwade my 
ff, dbrLord Jeſus bath Nirred you up already to do good it 


the buſlatfs, 20d ye thall yor loſe your reward, 1 have beard 
your Hurbavd 
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the branch and God's fellow , who ftanderh before his Father , 
vill be ſlay and help Zach. 15: ver. 7, 1 would | were able 
wcombort your foul but have patience and ſtand ſhil : he thar 
believeth maketh nor hafte. This matter of Crawmond caſt in 
« this time is cither a « ation , having fallen out at this 
time , or then it will clear all my doubts z and let you fee the 
Lords will. But I never knew my own part in the buſineſs till 
now. | thought 1 was more willing to baveembraced the charge 
in your Town , than l ary or am able to win to. 1 know, ye pray 
that God would relolve me what to do; and will igterpret mes as 
love biuddeth = whichthioketh nor ill, and believerhall chings, 
and —_— changs. — have more than the Son of God, 
and ye have him already , and ye shall be fed by the carver ofthe 
mcat;be who he will. And theſe who are buogry look more to the 
meat,than to the carver.{ canoot ſee you the next week. If my lacy 
come home, I muſt vile her. The week thereafter there will be a 
Preſbyrery at Girroun. God will diſpoſe of the meeting. Grace 
upon you, and your feed & husband; the Lord Ieſus be with your 


ſpurt, 
Anwoth Yours m Chrifty, S. R. 


—————— 


Fir MARION MEKNAUGHT., 


Worthy and welbeloved Miſtreſs. 

Y love io Chriſt cemembred. Lhave ſcat you a lerter from 

My David Dick, concerning the placing of Mr Hugh Mc 
hail with themſelves; therefore I write ro you now, onely toine 
treat you in Chriſt, aotro be diſcouraged thereat : be ſubmiſſive 
tothe will of your dear Lord, who knowerh beſt what is good or 
your ſoul and your town both ; for God can come over greater 
moantains than theſe , we believe ; for he workerh his greateſt 
works, cootrare to carnal reaſon and means. My ways are not » 
faich our Lords as your ways z neitber are my _—— 4s 
thoughts Iſa, 55- 1 arm no whit put from my belict for all that ; 
believe, pray aod uſe means, We hall cauſe Mr Jobn Ker » 
whoconvreyed my (elf to Lochinvar z to uſe means ro ſ:xka 
many if Mr Hagh failus. Qur Lord has a lictle bride among 
Cz you 
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you , and 1 truſt be will ſend ooe to woo her to our ſweet Low 
\Jclus. He will nor want his wife for rhe fuitivg : and be hs 
mcans abundance in his hand, to open all che flots and bars , x 
Satan draws over the door ; he coueth to his bride leaping over 
the mountains , and sKkipping over the hills ; his way to his 
ſpouſe is full of ſtones, mountains and waters z yer he purtegh 
in bis foot and waderh through : he will nor want ber ; and 
therefore refresh me with rwo words, concetning your conk. 
dence and courage in our Lord , both about that and about bis 
own Zion; for he woocth his wife in the burning buth ; and 
for the good will ofhim that dwelleth in the bub, the bush i; 
notconſumed. Ir is berrer to weep with Jeruſalem in the fore 
noon , than to weep with Babel atter noon, in the cod of the 
day. Ourday of laughter and rejoycing is coming : yer alirtle 
while and ye chall fee the ſalvation of God. I long to fee you, 
and to hear bow your children arc , eſpecially Samwel, Grace 
be their heritage and portion from the Lord , andthe Lord be 
their lot , and then their inheritance $hall pleaſe chem well: 
Remember my loveto your Husband ; the Lord Jeſus be with 
your ſpirit, 


Anwoth. Yours in his ſweet 
Lord Jeſus, S. K. 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved Siſter. 


Y love in Iclus Chriſt remembred : Yoar daughter & 

well, chanks bero God ; Icruſtio him, yeshall have jay 
efher. The Lord blcſs her. Tam now preſently going abort 
carechifng. The bearer is in baſte : forget nor poor Zion » and 
She Lord remember you , for we hall be shorely winnowed; 
Jeſus pray for us , that our faith fail not, I would with to fe 
you a Sabbarh with us , at or one another , Gol 
willing , to ſeek the Lord ; for it may be he hide himſelf froc 
3x «re it be loog ; Krep that whick you hare, ye willge 
mot c 
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yn» that I have beſought the Lord to looſe her our of the 
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—_ - 5h The Lord fend vs to the *shoar our of all be 
florms , with our filly ſouls whole and ſound with us: Forit 
liberty of conſcience come as is rumored , the beſt of us all 
will be put ro our wits » to ſeek bow to be freed, But we hall 
be with thoſe , who have their chamber ro goin uoco» ſpoken 
of [ſa. 16: 20. Read theplace your ſelf y and keep you with iv 
your houſe » while the ſtorme be paſt, Ifyou can learna dit» 
tay againſt C. try, and cauſe try , that we may (ce the Lords 
righteous judgement upon the devils inſtramcnts, We are not 
much obliged ro his kindneſs. 1 wish all ſuch wicked doere 
were cut off, Theſe in haſte: 1 ble you in” Gods name and all 
yours : your daughter defires a bible and a gown : I hope the 
chall uſe rhe bible well , which ifshe do , the gown is the b&- 
jer beſtowed, The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


«Anwoth. Yours for ever in 
Chrift . S. KR. 


— — 


—_———— 


Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Mi fireſſe. 

Y love io Icfus Chriſt remembred : Iam in good healck » 

honoar to my Lord ; but my wifes diſeaſe increaſcrhuday - 
ly,co her great corment and pain night and day; she has not bean 
in Gods houſe, fince our communios , neicher out of her bed:: 
| have hired a man to Edinburgh to door} Teally andeo Joby 
Hamilton. 1 can hardly believe her diſcaſe is ordioary y" for 
her life is birter to her 7 She vone, but crics, as a woman 
travdlliog in bicth : what will be the event, he that hath ihe 
keys ofthe grave knows : I have been many times , fiacci ſow 


y,and totake her to her reſt, | belieye the Lords tide ofefflic- 
tioos will ebb agaio ; bur at preſent 1 am exerciſed with the 
GEE s being affraid of- nothing morejthan this , 
that God has let looſe the remprer upon my bouſe, God rebuke 
bim and bis inflruments, Becauſe Satan is not caſt out bare 
C 4 
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faſting and prayer. I intreat you rervember our eftat to our Lond, 
and 1atreat all good Chriſtians , whom ye know , bur | 
your peftor, to do the ſame: ir becomes us ftill ro knock, and to 
lye at the Lords door, while we dic knocking. It he will nor 9. 
=_ it is more then he has ſaid in his word ; bat he is faithful. | 
ook not to win away to my homes, without wounds and blood, 
Welcome , welcomecrofs of Chriſt , if Chriſt be with it. 1 bare 
pot a calme ſpiritin the work of my calling here , bring dayly 
Chaſtiſed ; yer God bath vor put out my candle » as hedors to 
the wicked. Grace , grace be with you andall yours. 


Anweth, Yours in bis Lord, $S. K. 


Te MARKION MCKNAUGHT. 


Worthy and welbelyved Miſtreſs. 


M; lovein Chriſt remembred. I know ye have heard of the 
pprpoſe of my adverſaries, to try what they can do againf 
me at this Synod, for the work of God in your town » whenl 
was ar your Communion. T hey intend to call mein queſtion at the 
Synod , for treaſonable doftrine, Therefore belp me with you 
prayers, and defire your acquaintance to help me allo, Your 
care bcard how Chciſt was there- 1! be ſuffer his ſervart ro get 
broken bead , in bis own kingly ſervice , and not either help or 
rovenge the w , I never ſaw the like of ix. There is not 2 
clgtedrunterd, tine-lerviegs idle , idol shepherd ro be (po. 
ken againſt , I am the onely man 3 and becauſe ic is fo» and] 


.koow-God will nor help them , leſt they be proud, I am cook." 


dene- their proceſs shall fall aſunder. Onely be ye earneſt with 
God for hearing , for an open ears ard reading of the bill , that 


he may in heaven hear both partics , and judge accordingly; and 
doube nor , fear nor, they \ 65 rake _—_ ra, 
Chriſt our of his kindly pofſeflian in Scorland. The pride of man 
, and bis rage cball rarn to the praiſe of our Lord Itis an old 
feud that the rulers of the earth z che Dragon and his aogels, 
bare cartycd re the lamb and his followers ; bur che ſollovers 
54k o 
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of the lamb sball overcome by the word of God z and believe 
this » and waite 00 alietle , till they bavogen their womblul of 
clay and gravell z» and they shall know z howbeir ſtollen warers 
be {weet,Eſax?s portion is not worth his hunting. Commend me 
toyour Husband , and (cad me word how Grizel is. The Son 
of God lead her throogh the water. The Lord lefſus be with 
your ſpirit, 
cAnweth. Yours in bis onely only 
Lord leſms, S. R. 


———— — — 


———— 


For MARION MCCKNAUGHT. 


Miſtreſs. 
Y love in Chriſt remembred, Ar the defire of this bearers 
whom I love , I thought ro requeſt you , if ye can help 
his wife with your advice , for she is in a moſt dangerous and 
deadly like condition ; for | bave thought , she was far chang- 
ed in her carriage and life, chis rime by paſt , and had hope rhar 
God would bave brought her home , and now by ppearance 
the will depart this life , and leave a number of children behind 
her. If ye can beintreated to help her, iris a work of mercy. 
My own wiſeis ill in excerding great rorment nighe and day, 
Pray for us, for my life was never ſo weariſom to me. God 
hath filled me with gall and wormwood ; bur | believe ; (which 
holds ap m head above the water. ) It is good for a man ( Gith 
the ſpi 7 ofGod Lam. 3-) that be bear the yoke in bis youth. I] do 
remem ber you. [ pray you» be humble and believe: & 1 intreae 
in lefas Chriſt , pray for John Stuart and his wife ; andde- 
re your Husbend to do the ſame. Remember me heartily te 
Tean Brown ;, deſire ber to pray for me and aly wife : 1 do re» 
member her. Forget vor Zfon. Grace grace upon them an4 
peace that pray for Zion. She isthe ship we fail in ro Canaan. 
If the bebroken on a cock » we will be caſt over bord to ſwim ra 
land betwixt death and life. The grace of leſus be with your 
Hasbaod and children, | 
Anwoth. Yours in our Chriſt, S, R. 
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For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Dear Sifter, 


J longed much to haye conferred wich you at this rime » I am 
grieved at any thing in your houſe that grievcth you ; aud 
Shall, by my Lords grace » ſuite my Lord to help you ro bear 
your burden, and co come»1n behind you, and give you & your 
burdens a put up the mountain. {now you not tha: Chiilt wooeth 
his wiſcin the furnace 1/Z. 48: ver. 10. Behold | bare refined 
thee but not with filter; 1 bave choſen thee in the ſurnace of affiice 
tien ; Hcecaſterh bis loveon you , whea you are ia tac furnace 
of af{iton : you might indeed be caſtea down,if he brought you 
ia and left you there ; bur when hc. leaderh you thorow the 
waters » thinx ve not that he has a ſweet oſt hand £ you kat 
his love-prip aiready 3 yousball be delivered , wait on ; Iefty 
will make 4 roade » and come and ferch home the captive z you 
$ball nor dic in priſon , bur your ſtrokes are ſuch as were your 
Husbands, who was wounded in the houſe of his fricads, 
ſtrokes were not newings to him , aad neitherare they ro you: 
But your winter nightis neer (pent ; it is peer hand the dawn» 
ing ; I will ſce you leap for joy : ihe kirk $hall be delivercd; 
Thus wilderneſs shall bud and grow up like a role ; Chriſt got a 
charter of Scotland from his her , and who will bercave hia 
of his heritage , or put our Redeemer our of his malcing, und 
þis tacke be run our. 1 mult have you praying for me, 1 am 
black cham'd for evermore now with Chriſts goodneſs 3 apdin 
rivat, onthe x7 and 18 of auguſt » [ gora fall anſwer of my 

d, to be a graced miniſter , and acbolſen arrow hiddeg.in 
ewp quiver. But know, this aſſurance is not k but by 
watching and prayer; and therefore, dear Mifiris, me; [ 

have gotten now , honourto my Lord, the gate to open 
flote, and sbur the barr of his door : and 1 think it cafy to ga 
any thing from the King by prayer, and toule holy violence 
with bim, Chriſt was in Casfarne kirk, and opned the peo- 
ples hearts wonderfully ; Ieſus is looking up that warer , and 
mintiog 
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mnntingiro dwell nay I would we could give bic 
his welcome home to the Adoors, Now peace and grace be 
ypon you and all yours. 

«vAnooth, Aug, 20, 1633. Yours in Chriſt. S. R, 


— 


For MARION ME KNAUGHT, 
Miſlreſſe. 


Y love in Chriſt remembred; I am in care and fear for 

this work of our Lords, now necr approaching ; becauſe 

ot cuc danger oftherime, and Idar not for my foul be lilent; 

to ſee my Lords houſe burning) and not cry, tice, fire ; there» 

fore ſeek from our Lord wiſdome {piritual , not black policy » 

fo ſpeak with liberty our Lords truth. I am caſt down , and 

would faion have acceſs and preſcnce ro the King » that day y 

even howbeit! should break up yron doors. belicyc you will oog 

forget me, and you will detire Jean Brown » Thomas Car= 
{en , and Marion Carſen to help mc, Pray for well-cooked 
meat» and an beartſome Saviour with joy » crying, welcome, in 

my Fathers name. 1 am coofident, Zion sball be well ; the 
busb shall bur and not conſume , for the good will of bica 
that dwelr in the bush. * But the Lord is making-on a fire in 
Feruſalem , and purpoſeth to blow the bellows » and to melr 
the tin and braſs, and bring our a fair beautiful bride out of 
the furnace, that will be marricd over again» upon the new 
Husband , and fog 2s in the dayes of her youth , when the 
contract of marriage is written over again z bur | fear the bride 
be hidden for a time from the Dragon , that purſuerh the wo þ 
man with child ; but what howbeir we goe and lurk in the wil- 
dernefi for a time 4 for the Lord will rake his kirk to the wil- 
derneſs , and ſpeak ro her heart: nothing caſtech me down , 
bur only 1 fear the Lord will caſt down the shepherds rents, and 
fred his own-in a feerer place ; Bur ler us, however macers fra- 
me » caſt over the affairs of the bride upon the bridegroom z the 
goarcroment is upon his sghoutders » and hee dow bear us al — 
coough - 
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enough ; that fallen ſtar , the Prince of the bottomleſs pit , 
knawcath, it is necr the rime when he shall be tormented , and 
nov in his — he has gathered his armics,t0 wio one battel 
or two, inthecdge of the evening » at the ſun going down; 
and when our Lord has been watteriog his vineyeards, iu France 
and Germany and Bohemia, how can we think our (clyes Chrifts 
Siſter , if we be not like him , and our other great Siſters; I cate 
not bat think, ſccing the ends of the carth are given ro Chriſt, 
P/. u: ver, 8, and Scotland is the end of the earth , ( and fo we 
are in Chriſts Charter. Tailzy » )burour Lord will keep his poſe 
ſeffion ; we fall by promiſe and law to Chriſt : Hee wan us with 
the (weat of his browes (if 1 may lay (>), bis Farber promiſed him 
his liferent of Scotland: glory, glory to our King, long may he 
wear his crown ' O Lord let us never ſee another King. O ler 
bim come down like rain upopthe new mown graſs. i had you 
in remembrance on Sarurday in the morning laſt, in a great mea= 
farc, & was brought thrice on end, in remembrance of you,in my 
prayer to God. Grace, grace be your portion. 


«Anwoth. March. 2. 1634- Yours in his ſweet 
Lord leſus, S. R. 


————— ——— 


Fr MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Miftreſz. 

Y love in Chriſt remembred , pleaſe you underſtand , to 

my grieſe, our communion is delayed till Sabbath come 

ight dayes: forthelaird and lady have earneſtly defired me to 
delay it becauſe the Laird is lick, and he fears , bebe) oor able 
co travel, becauſc he bas lately raken pbylick, The Lord bleſs 
chat work : commend it to God as you love me. For love oor 
Sarans thorns caſt in the Lords way : the Loyd rebuke bim, 1 
eruſt in Gods mercy , Saran has gotten but a delay , but no free 
diſcharge, that his kingdome shall not be hurt. Commend the 
Laird to'yonr God, I pray you advertiſe y that they 


fuchofk 
be oor dilzppeinced in coming here, Show ſuck of on yen 
ove 
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Ept in Chetn from me » that Jeſus Chriſt vill be welcomer when 
he comes » in , that he has sharpned cheir deſires for Gighr days 
ſpace, Your daughter is well , 1 hope» every way. Forger nor 
Gods kirk : they are bur baſtards, and nor ſons. and daughters, 
that mourne pot for Zion: Lord heat us: No further, Jeſug 
Chriſt be with your ſpirit. I hall remember you and your'new 
houſe, Lord Feſus go from tbe one houſe to the other. 


Anwoth. Yours at all powerin _ 
the Lord 3 S., R, 


For MARION ME KNAUGHT, 


Wlbeloved Miſtreſs, 
M: loye in Chriſt remembred ; I hear this Jay , your 


Town is to chooſea CommiſGoner for the Parliament - 
and 1 was written to from Edinburgh, to ſee that good mea 
should be cheſcn in your bounds. And Þ have heard this day » 
that Robers Glendoning or Tobn Ewart look to be choſen. I 
beſzech you (ee this be not 3 the Lords cauſc eraverh other wit- 
nelſes to ſpeak for him , than ſuch men gz and therefore let ir 
not be ſaid , that Kjrkendbright,which is ſpoken of inthis king 
dome for their religion» bath ſent a man to be their meuth 
that will ſpeak agaioſt Chriſt. Sucb a time as his will nec fall 
out once in balf an age. I would cntreac your Hurbend to rake 
it upon him, It is an bonourable and neceflary (ervice for Chriſt 
and thew him, chat Iwrote unto you for that effeft. I fear 
William Glendoning bath not skill and agthoricy, Iamia 
yu heavincſs ; pray for me, for we muſt rake our life in our 

nd in thisill time, Let us ſticr up our (elves, to lay our Lords 
bride and ber wrongs before our Husbagd and Lord. Loid Jo= 
ſus be with your ſpirie. | 


4Fnwoth. May, 20, Yours in bis ſweed 
Lord leſns, > K 
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For MARION MCC KNAUGHT, 


Hetheloed Siſter. 


Y old and deareſt lovein Chriſt remembred ; know that 

| have been vitriog my lady Kenmure: ber child « 
withthe Lord : I entiear you , vilither ; and delire the goods 
wife of Barcapple to vife her , and Knockbrecks', if you (ee 
him in the town, My Lexd her Husband is abſent, and] 
think che will be bravy; you know-whar My I. Dalpleich, 
and 1 deſired you ro deal for, at my Lord Kjirkcudbright: 
hand. Scebd meg ward, if voy obraincd any thing, at my Lords 
hands, ancnr the giving vp of onr oames tothe high commiſſten; 
for I hear it is not for nothing , that the Biſhop bath taken that 
courſe: cur Lord knows bt what is good for an old kirk, 
that is faKen from her firſt leve, #0d' bath forgotrev ber Hub 
band, days withour pumber; , a tryecl is like to on 
bur 1 am ſure y our Hutbard-man Chiift shall loſe chaffe bur oo 
corn atall, Yer there is a dry wind coming » bur neither 
ro fan norto purge. Happy are they who are nor blown away 
with the chaffe, for we will bur ſuffer rentation for ten dayes ; 
but thoſe who are faithful to the death , £hall receive the crown 
of life. TI hear dayly what hath been ſpoken of my ſelf, moſt 
ur;juſt ard falſlyz and no marvel , the Dragon with the ſwing 
of his taile , bath made the third part ofthe ſtars rofall from hea- 
ven » and thefallen ſtars would have many ro fil! wich them, 
If ever Sata was buſy, now , when he knoweth' his rime is 
shorr , hets buſy; yer a liccle while and hethar chal come will 
come,& will not'tarry. 1 know,ereit be long theLord (hall come 
and ridd all yiea's , berwixt us and his enemics : mow "rwelcomg 
Lord lefn#'s go faſt. Send me word about —_ your daugh. 


try, whom remember in Chriſt, and defire Her ro caft 


ſelf in his arms, who was born of a woman, antSciog the an» 
cient of daycs ,was made a yourg weeping child, It was not 
for nothiog,th# ovr Brother [cfus warwwinlor, ftw , that he 
might virelofifowealhclierds 


» who wQc ro come out of the 
womb 
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womb incrotheworld ; 1belicvc our Lord Icſus shall be waits 
ing O00 » .wich mcrcy, mercy, mercy , tothe end of that barrel , 
and bring ber through. with life and peace anda figac of Gods 
favour. Iwill czpeR adycriiſment from you » and cſpecially 
if you fear her Mining 1 remember that I ſaid to you , a= 
nent your lovyete me apd my Brother begus in Chriſt ; you 
koow we arc here but firangers, and you haye not yet found us 
adry well, as others hayc been : Be not overcome of any \ulpt- 
cios ; 1 truſt in God, che Lord, who knir us rogether, call 
keep usrogerher. Ir is rime now, thac the lambs of Jeſus should 
all run rogether , when the woife is barking ar them ; yer 4 
knows, erc Gods pairns want a Croſs, their loveamongſt theme 
ſelves.shall bea croſs ; but our Lord giveth love for avachyr 
end. I know » you will with loye cover infirmities : and our 
Lord give you wiidomeioall rhings ; I bink loye hath broad 
thoulders , and will bear many things » and, yer neicher faint » 
nor ſweet , nor fall under the burden, Commend me to your 
Husband and dear Grizel. 1 thiok on ber, Lord leſus bein 
the furnace with her , and chen' he will bur (moake, and nor 
burn: defire Mr Robert , tocxcuſe my not (ſeeing of him at his 
houſe; lhave my owa rcaſous therefore, Grace mercy aud 
peace be with you. 


_ © Anwoth. April, 25. 1634. Yours in hi: ſweet 
_ Lord Feſus, S. R. 


Od 


Es 


To 'MARION Mc KNAUGHT. 


, Miſtreſs. 


Mile loveio Chriſt remembred, I cotreae you charge 
your foul to return roreſt , agd roglorify your deareſt 
Lord un betreviug ; and know , that for the good will of him 
that dwcllerh in the buth " the burning kick (hall nor be conſurne 
ed to aghes 464 bur Dexr, 3.3.47. 16, Bleſſing ſhall came on 1he 
bead of Toſepb'y ant ripen the rop of the head of him thas was 
fepararfrom bicbrobrovy © Antare got the ſaietyſcparar from 

their 


"- 
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their brethren 5 andfold and hated ? for Gen, 44: ver. 24. The 
archers have ſorely _— » and thet at bim and bated 
bim. Ver. 24. but bis bow abode in h, and the arms of bis 
bands were made flirong by the bands of rbe mighty God of laced. 
From him is the shepherd and the ſtone of 1/racl :* the ftone of 
T/rael chall not be' broken is pieces 5 It'is hammered upon | 
the children of this world , and we hall five and not die.” Ow | 
Lord hath done all this , to fcc if we will believe, and not gi 
over ; and1 am perſwaded , you muſt of neceſſity ſtick by your 
work. The cye of Chriſt hath been upon all this buſioeſs ; and 
he takerh goo | hetd too, who is for him, and who is againk 
him. Let us do our part , as we would be approved of Chriſt, 
The Son of God is neer to his enemies; if they were vor deaf, 
they may hear the dim of bis ſeer, and he will come with a fla 
upon his weepiog bairas» and rake them on his knee , and 
lay their head in bis boſome, and dry their wattery eyes ; and 
this day is faſt coming , Yet 4 little time and the viffon wll 
ſpeak, it will not tarry. Hab.2. Theſe queſtions berwixr « 
and car adverfaries willall bedecided,in yooder day z whenthe 
Son of God hall come , and ridd all _ : andit will be ſeen, 
whether weor they have been for Chriſt , and who bare ben 
pleading for Baal : It is not known what we arenow , but wha 
our life shall appear in glory,then we $hall ſee who laughs faſteſt, 3 « 
that day ; therefore we muſt polleſs our ſoules in patience , and} ' 
go in to our chamber, and reſt, while the indignation be paſt } = 
We :hall not weep long , when our Lord hall take us up is 
the day that he —_ bis jewells, and Mal. 3: ver. x6. 
They that ſeared the L ord ſpoke often one to another , '"thd th 
Lord hearkned and beard it , and a book of remembrance ws 
eritten before bim » for them that feared the Lord , and though I 
upen bis name. And | shall never be of another faith ,\bur tf} ** 


{4 FT WF F WY WT Tur wy 3 


Lord is heating a furnace for the enemics of bis kirk is Scalar} Y 
Ir is true, the (poulc of Chriſt hath play'd the harlot , and bath be 
left her firſt Husband , and the eucuinics think they offend ror} Y' 
for we bave finocd againſt the Lord ; bur they shall ger the yc 

0 


vil to their thanks ; the rod shall be caſt ior the fire, that 
may liog » as in the dayes of our youths My dear friend 


ed 
© 
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fore lay dow your head -apon Chriſt's breaſt. Weep not, the 

lyon 'of the tribeob gudab will arife: -/Fhe fan is-gone dows 
upoo the prophers ,- and ogr gold'ie become didy, and the Lord 
fecdeth his people with waretvof gdbll/and!| wormwobd;: yew 
Chriſt Randeth bur behind the walls bis bogalls ar6moryd for 

Scotland ;, he waireth ( as Iſaiab fagerk) thar he thay chew 
mercy. If we could gohome , andrakeont{brerbren with uss 
weeping with cur face roward ion, asking the way thither« 
ward , he would bting back our captivity. '- We-may-notthinl 
that God hat no care of his own honour: while men tread ir-an@ 
der their feet, he will cloth himſelf with rengeances. is with x 
cloak , and appear againſt our enemies for our deliverance. Y 6 
were never yet beguiled, and God will not now begin with 
you ; wreſtle ſtill with the angel of rhe Covenant 5 and you 
zball ger the blefliog ; fight , he deli hceth ro be overcome by 
wreſtling: commend me to Grizel ; deſire her to learn to know 
the adverſaries ofthe Lotd , and to take them as her adverſaries} 
and to learnto know the right gatein to the (on of God ; Obus 
acqtaintance with the ſon of God y to ſay z my welbeloved is 
mine and | am bis 5 isa ſweet and glorious courſe of life, thas 
none khow , but thoſe who are {cated and marked in the fore 
head with Chriſt's mark, and che yew name, char Chriſt wrical 
upon his own. Crace, grace and mercy be with-you. F 
» Anwoth, Sept, v5, 1634. Yours in Chriſt , '$. R. 


— 


For MAKION ME KNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved Miſtreſs, ! 

| charge you jrithe yame of the Son of God, to reſt upon you 

rock, that is hug her than your ſelf; be nor affrayed of a mat 
whois a worm , nor for the ſon of man who $hall dic : let God 
be your fear, — 4 Husbaod. 1 would counſel you to 
wruce 19 Edinburgh wo adviſcd law yers, to under whas 
your Husband , as the head magiſtrar, may doe in oppoling any 
iarruded miniſter , and in bis carriage roward the new Prelat « 


if bg command him co impriſon or lay hands upon any; & y in & 
4 wardy 
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wand , bow farhc tay in his office diſobey a Prelat , withour 
danperof ine; forif the Biſhop come to your Town , and find 
dotabedience take boacty is is bake he will command the Pro» 
veſt roladleſt kamyaghanſt God 20d the truth : ye will bave mort 
of gr tca45 not ,, take Chriſt cautions 
whe (at & uh. 24: 1812bert ſhall not one hair of your bead 
ſh. Chrift will not baoin your common to have you giving 
ear any thing forhim ,' and not give you all incomes with a 
vantage. Iris-bis hononr, bis fervants should not be berried and 
undone iwhivfervices you were never honoured till now. And 
if your Huxbend be the firſt Magiſtracs who-sball ſuffer for 
Chrifts name io-chis perſecution , be may rejoyce that Chaift 
karb pur the firſt garland upon bis head, and apon yours. 
Trath will yer kerp the crown of the Caſſey in Scotland. Chriſt 
andcrach arc ſtrong enough, They judge us now , we «hall 
ene dayjudge them , and fit on twelve thrones and judge the 
ewclvetribes. Believe, belicye » for they dar not pray » they 
dar ner look Chiiſt in the face; they have been falle ro Chriſt, 
20d be will nor fir with the wrong; yekoow , it is not our 
cauſe» for it we would quite our Lords we might fleep for 
the prefent 41 « ſound chin, and Keep our place., means and 
kionans » «1d bedcateo them allo, But let us once pur all ws 
have over 4# Obriſts bapd ; frar not for wy papers» | zhalb&d- 
par them ; but ye-will be examined for them ; the (parte of 
Jolus give you inward peace, delire your Hurband krom me 
ro prove honclt ro Chriſt, be sball nor be a loſe; at Chiſt's 
hand.- ' *T eu "- A vv 


Anwoth. July. 8.1635» Yours ever in bis (wc 
Lord Yeſury S. R. | 
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For MARION ME KNAUGHT., 


Webedoved Siſter. 


Y love in Chriſt remembered, 1 heare of good newes 4® 
Moe our kirk z bar 1 fear that our King will not be refiſt= 
ed, and therefore let us not be ſecure and carcleſſe. 1 doc word 
der if this kirk come nor through our Lords fan, fince there is 
ſo much chafte in ir + howbeir | perſwade my ſelfe, the Son of 
Gods wheate will por b* blown away. Let us beputting on 
Gods armovr, 1d be ſtroog in the Lord. If thedevil and 
Fions encmics ftricke a hole in that armour, Ict our Lord ſes 
tochat ; leruspuricon, and ſtand. We have Jeſus os our 
fide » and they are not worthy-fuch a Captain z who would nog 
take a blow at his back. We arcin light ofthis coloures. His 
banner over us is love. Look upto that white banner and ſtand. 
| perſwade you in the Lord of victory. My Brother writetb to 
me of your beavinels, and of rtemptatipns that preſſe you 
ſore, Iam centent it be ſo: you beare about with you the 
markes of the Lord Jeſus : fo was it with aur Lords Apoſtle gs 
when he was to come with the goſp:l ro Macedonia 2 Cor. 9:5. 
His ficsh had no reſt , he was troubled on every Gide, and ktiew 
not what tide ro trurne bim unto, without were fightings, and 
within were ſcares.” In the great work of our redemption » 
your lovely , beautiful , aod glorious friend, and welbeloved 
Jeſus» was brought roteares aud ſtrong cries 5 foas his face 
was wer with teares, and blood, ariſcing from a holy feare 
and the weight of the curſe. Take a drink of the Son of God's 
cup , and love it the bertcr, that he dranke of it before you. 
T here 1s vopoyſon init. 1 wonder many times 3\that ever a 
child of God thould have a ad heart, confidering Vhar their 
Locd is prepartog tor chem. Is your mind troubled anevt char 
buſineſs, that we have now in hand in Edmburgh , I rrvſtia my 
Lord, the Lord hall in <nd give to you your hearrs deſire, even 
bowbeir the bufiocs trame not ; the Lord ball feed your ſoul & 
all ie bungry loules in that Town therefore | requeſt youre 

d > 
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the Lord , pray for a ſubmisfive will, and pray as your Lord 
Jeſus bids you, thy will be done in earth, as it is In heaven: And 
let i bc » that your fairh be branglcd with remprarions, Beleeye 
ye , that thcre is a tree in our Lords garden , that is not often 
shaken with wind from all the four airths; furely there is none, 
Rebuke your ſoul , as the Lords Prophet docth Pſalm 42, 
Why art thou caſt down O my ſoul , why art thou diſquitted 
within me: That wasthe word of a man , who was at the yery 
overgoing of the brat » and mountaine ; but God beld a grip 
of bim. Swime through your remprations and troubles, to 
be at that lovely amiablcpcrſon leltus, to whom your foul is 
deare. In your temptations run to the promilcs , they be our 
L6rds branches hanging over the water » that our Locd's filly 
balfe - drowned children may take a gripe of them : If you er 
that gripe go » you will roche ground ; Are you troubled with 
the caſc of Gods Kirk, our Lord will evermore have ber betwir 
the fiukiog and the ſwiming: He will bave ber go.og through 
athouland deaths , and through hell as a creple woman , hab 
ting » and wanting the power of her one fide , Micah q: 6, 5, 
that God may be her ſtafte;That broken ship will come to land, 
becauſe Iefus is the Pilot : faior nor , you $hall [ce rhe (alvyatioa 
of God ; elſe ſay, that God never ſpake his word by ary mouth; 
and I had rather never have been borne , ercit were fo with me; 
bur my Lord bath ſcaled me, I date not deny » 1 have allo bern 
in heavineſs , ſince I came from you , f-aring for my uothank. 
Fulacſ , that 1 be deſerted 5 but the Lord will be kiod to me, 
whither | will or not, I repoſe that much in his rich grace, that 
he will be loath to chavge upon me. As you love me, pray for 
me in this particular. Afrer adviſing with Car/ctoun » 1 bave 
written to My David Dickron ancat Mr Hugh Mc Kail; and 
dcfired him to write his mind to Carlctouns andCarilettoun to 
Edinburgh , that they may particularly remember Mr Hugh 
tothe Lord, ard I happened upon a convenient cerufty bearce 
by Gods wonderful providence . No further , I recommend 
youtorbe Lords grace, and your busband and children, The 
Lord leſus be with your ſpirit. 
Edinburgh, Yours inthe Lord, $S. KR, 
, A 
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A Poſtſcript. 


Miſtreſs. 

had nor time to give my advice to your Daughter Grizel, 
You hall ny my words therefore to her; Show her now: 
that in reſpe& of her render age, she is in a manner as clean pa« 
per , ready to receive cither good or ill; and that it were a ſweer 
and glorious thing for her , to give her ſ(elfe up ro Chriſt , 
that he may write upon her his farhers name , and his own new 
pame: And defire her to acquator her ſelfe wich the book 
of God ; the promiſes, that our Lord writes upon his own , 
and performeth in them and for them , are conrained there, I 
perſwade you » when I think: that she is in the company of ſuch 
parents, and hath occaſion ro learne Chriſt , I chiok Cherſt is 
wooing her ſoul: Aad | pray God , she may not refuſe ſuch 
a husband ; and therefore I charge her , and beſcech her by the 
mercies of God , by che wounds and blood of Him who dicd 
for her , by the worth oftrurh , which be hearerh & can read, 
by the coming of the Son of God to judge the World , thar sh e 
would fulfil your joy, and learn Chriſt and walk in Chriſt 2 
She shall chiak rhisrbe ruth of God, many years after this: and 
I will promiſe ro m ſelfe, ia ceſ ft of the beginings char L 
have (cen » that the shall give berſelf ro him , that gave bim* 
ſelf for her: Ler her begin ar prayer , for if che remember ber 
Creator in the dayes ofher youth , he will claim: kindoes to her 
in her old age: ft shall be a part of my prayers, that this may 
be eff<Qtuar in her, by him whois able ro do excecding aboun« 
dancly ; ro whole grace again Irecommend y ou » and her 
and all yours + 


hb 
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Fir MARION Mc KNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved Siſter. 


know you have heard ofthe ſuceefſe of our bufineſs in Edins 
| Prory | doc eveiy presbyrery day ke the faces of my brethren 
ſmilciog upon me , but their rongues convey reproaches and 
lies of me a bundred miles off , and have made me odiousto the 
Biſhop of Saints Andrews, whoſaid ro Mr W.D, that Mirif 
ters in Gallewey were his informersy wherev no lercer of 
favour could be procured from him , for eftc(tuating ofou 
bufinefle ; only 1 am brought in the mouths of men, whos 
therwiſc koew me not, and bave power ( i God sball permut) 
to harme me z yer entreare you » in the bowells of Chriſt le» 
ſas , be not caſt down, 1 feare your ſorrow exceed becaulc of 
thisz and | am not ſo careful for my (elle in the matter » as bas 


Take courage your deareſt Lord shall light your candle, 
which the wicked would fain blow out : and as ſure as, our Low 
lizetb, your ſoul cball find joy and comfort io this bufincs, 
Howbeic you {ce all the hounds in bell ler looſe to marie, 
T heir [ron chaines to our dear and mighty Lord are but ſtraws, 
which he can cafiely breake. Let not ths tempration ſticke 

throat, ſwallow it, and letir goc down; our Lord give you 

2 drink of the confolations of his (piric » that it may digeſt: you 
never knew one in Gods book who put to their hand totheLord 

work for bis kick , but the world aod Saran did barke agaiod 

them , and bire alſo where they bad power» You will notly 

ane ftone on Zang wall , bur they will labour ro caſt it dows 

again: and.for my felfe , the Lord lettcah me fee now great 
evidences of 2 calling ro K. then ever he did before , and there 

fore pray » and poſleſſe your (oul in patience, Theſe that wei 
gorrr in rhe bufineft have good hopes thar it well yer goe forwanr| 
and prolper. As for the death of the King of Sweden ( which © 
ht to be too truc ) wecan doe nothing elſe, but reverence 

x ox et » who dart not ordinarily bold Zion on her rock by 
dhe ſword, and arme of feb and blood; but by his own mighty, 


and 
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end outſtreatched arme, Her King, that reignevh in, Ziots yet 
liveth , and they are pluckcing hic round about, ro pull boy 
of his thrones bur his Father hath crowned him , and whatdact 
lay » it is il} dene; the Lords bride will beup and downs abave 
the water ſwiming » and under the water finkgng uot her 
lovely and mighty Redeemer and Husband (et his brad thorow 
theſe skies , and come with his fair court, to rid all abrir 
plea's, and give them the hoped « for inheritance, and than we 
5ball lay down our (words and triumph , and fight ro. more : 
but doe not think for all this, that our Lord an4 chick $heeps» 
herd will want one weak sbeepe , or the fllieſt dying lambs that 
be hath redeemed, He will tell his flocke, and nerdy them all 
together » and make a fairh'ul account of them to the Father, 
who gave them to him, Let us now learnto rarne oureyes off 
men, that our whorish hearts dot not on thems & wooe our old 
Husbind , & make him our darling, for Ter.25: 27. This ſaith 
the Lord to the enemnes of Zion, drinke ye & be drunk & ſpue & 
fall, and riſe no more, becauſe of the ſword that I ſend 


you, Ver. 28. and it ſhall be if they refuſe to take the enp tn 
thy hand to drink, then sball thou ſay to them , thus ſank the 
Lord of hofis ye #hall certainely drink, You ſee our Lond 
brewing a cup ofpoyſon for his eoemics , which they muſt 
drink » and becauſe of this have fore bowels and fick ftomaches, 
ca burſt: Bur ler. $©. ver. 4. when Zions captivity isat an 
end , The children of 1ſracl shall come , they and the children 
of Judah together , goeing and weepeing , they thall goe , and 
ſeek, the Lord their God , Ver. 5. they thall arke the way to 
Zion, with their faces thitherward ,, ſaying come , and let us 
joyn our ſelves to the -Lord , in an everlaſting Covenant , thas 
ſhall nos be forgotten. This is [pokento us , and for urh who 
with woe hearts aske » what is the way to Zion. It iscur part, 
who know how to goero our Lords door ,.and to knock by 
yer, and bow to lift Chriſts lot » and shut the bar of his < 
mer door , tocomplain and tell him , how the world bandleck 
us , and bow our Kings bufineſle goeth , that he may ger up, 8: 
lend them a blow, who arc tigging, and playing with Chriſt agd 
his ſpouſe » you have alſo, Dear Mi " * , houſe troubles» 
+ in 
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fickneflſe of your Hurband and bairns 3 and in ; "vb 
r bauſc by theeves; tike theſe rods in patience from your 
» he muſt till move'you from veſſel to veſſel , and grind 
you as eur Lords wheat), to be bread inhis hoaſe ; bur when all 
theſe ſirokes are over your head , what will yau (ay , to fee 
your welbeloved Chrifts whice and ruddy face, neries (4 tace , 
who is worthy to beare the coloures amongſt ten thouſand 
Cant, 5. Hope abd beleeve ro the end. Grace for ever» 


more be multiplied upon you, your Hasband, and childs 
Fen « 


Edinbrugh. Your awn in bis deareſt 
Lord Jeſus, $S. Re 


1 


——— 


Toe MARION MEKNAUGHT, 


My dear and welbeloved in Chriſt. 


am yet under trial, ad bave appeared before Chrift*s farbid- 
den Lords , for a reſtimooy againſt them. The Chaned!or 
and the reſt tempted me with queſtions , nothing belonging 
to my ſummons , whickT wbolly declived , notwithſtanding 
of his threats, My newly printed book agaioſt Arminians was 
one challenge; not lording the prelats another : the moſt part 
ofthe Biſhops, when 1 came ing looked more aſtonished than I, 
and bcard me with filewce. Some ſpoke forme , bur my Lord 
ruledir fo, as { am filled'with joy ia my ſufferiogs , ard 1 find 
Chriſt's croſs ſweer . Whar they idtend againſt rhe nexr day 
I know not. Be not ſecures but pray; * Our" Biſhop of Galts« 
&4y (aid, if the CommiFon chould nor give him bis will of me 1, 
with an oath ( he ſaid} he would wrice ro the King. The 
Chancellor ſurmmoned me in judgement , to ar that = 
eight days. My Lord has abs. mea friend from the hig 


lands of Arpyl, my Lord of Lorn, who hath done as much as 
wx within the compaſs of his power. God gave me favour in 
his eyes, Myr Robert Gl oning is fenced , rill he accept a 
, Hi Chriſt is worrby.co be 

iotcuſtcd, 


4Hollezgue, We bhopetodeal yet for 
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iveraſted : your Hasband will ger an cafy and good way of his 
butinels. Feand1 borkeballifee the falyation of God 
YJojeph , ſeparat from his brethren. Grace be with you, 


Edinburgh. Yours in Chriſt, 5$. R. 


—Y 


— 


Fir- MARION Mc KNAUGHT, 


Honoured and deareft inthe Lord. 


Race, Mercy and Peavebero you, Iam well,and my foul 

profpererh : 1 God Chrilt with me. 1 burden no man, 1 
want nothing 4 poface looketh on me , but it laugheorh on me. 
ſweet , ſweet is the Lords crols, 1 overcome my heavinels. My 
brideg rooms love-blinks farren my weary fool, ] g00nto my 
Kings palace at Aberdeen: rongue and pen and wit cannot Cx 
__- joy. Remember my love to JeanGorden, to my Sifter, 
Jean Brown, to Grizel, to your Hurband: thus in baſt, grace 
be with you. 


Edinburgh, April. 5. 1636, Yours in hls only egly 


A Poſtſcript. 


M! chargeisto youto believe, rejoyce, fing and triumph 
haſt bas ſaid to me, azercys mercy, grace and peace for 
Marion Macknaught . 
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For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Worthy and deareſt in our Lord. 


I rejoyce , you are a partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt : faint 
not. Keep breath , beleeve, howbeire men and Husbard and 
freinds prove weak , yet your ſtreogth failerh nor. In is not 
pride for a drowning man to gripe tothe rock. Itig your glory 
to lay hold on your rock, O woman greatly beloved ! I teſtis 
fie, and | avouchitin my Lord, the prayers, you ſent to heae 
ven theſe many yeares by gone , are come up before the Lord , 
and shall not be forgotten, What iris that will come | canoor 
re!] ; but | know , asthe Lord liverh, theſe cryes shall bring 
down mercy. I charge you, and theſe people with you, tygoe 
on withour fainting or fare, and ſtill beleevey and take oo 
nay-ſay. If you leave off , the ficld is loſt; if you contioue, 
our encmies chall be like a tottering wall and a bowing fence, 
I wrire its (and keep this lerrer ) urrer , utter deſolarion shall be 
to your adverſaries , and to the haters ofthe virgin daugbrer 
of Scotland, The bride chall yer fing , as in the dayes of ber 
youth, Salvation hall be her walls and bulwarkes. The dry 
olive tree thall bud again, and thedry dead bones $hall live, 
for the, Lord «hall prophecy ro the dry bones , and the (pirir 
shali come upon them » and we $hall live, 1 rejoycerto heare of 
John Carſen. | shall not forget him. Rem-ember me ro Grizel 
and Jean Brown, Your Huiband hath made me heavy» Bur be 
couragious in the Lord. 1 ſend bleflings to Samuel and Wiiliam, 
$Shew them » that | will them to ſeek God in their yourh, Grace 


{« yours, 


Aberdeen. July. 8.1637. Yeurs in his ſweet 
Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


— 


For 
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Epilt. 39+ Lerrers. $2 


ror MARION ME KNAUGGHT. 


Much honeured and deareft in our ſweet Lord leſus. 


Race mercy and peace from God our Father and from our 

Lord Jeſus, 1koow the Lord will doe for your Town, | 
heare the Biſhop is afraid ro come amongſt yau ; for ſoir 18 
ſpoken in this Town, and many here rejoyce now topena ſup» 
plication tothe Councel , for bringing me home to my place » 
and for repaireing other wrongs done 1a the countrey , and (ce 
if you can procure that three or four bundred in the councrey, 
noblemen » gentlemen , countreymen and Citizens fubſcribe 
it, the moethe berrer. It may be it affright the Biſhop , and 
by law no adyantage can be raken againſt you for ir, | have nog 
timeto write to Carlctoun, and, brex, but | would you did 
ſpeak them in it » and let them adyiſe with Carletoun. My A, 
thiokerh well of it , and 1 thiok others $hall approveit. Iam 
ſtill is good caſe with Chraſt , my court is 00 lefie then ir was , 
the door of the Bridegroom's houſe of wineis open , when ſuch a 
poor ſtranger as I come «4 thort. I change , bur Chriſt abiderh 
ill the fame, They have pur out my one poor eye, my only 
joy , to hb Chrift » «nd to goc errands berwixt him and his 
bride, What my Lord will doe with me I know not. It is like 1 
thall oor winter in Aberdeen; but where ir shall be cle 1 
know not. There are ſoaxe bloſlomings of Chriſts kingdome 
im this Town , and the ſmoak is riſcing , and the Miniftersare 
raging ; bur 1 loves rambling and a roaring devil beſt. I be= 
ſeech you inthe Lord , my dear Sifter, wait for the Galvation 
of God. Slake noe your hands in meerring” to pray, Feare nox 
fetch and blood- We have becn all over feared , and that gave 
lownes rhe confidence , toshut me our of Gallow.ty, Rememe 
ber my love to lobn Carfen & Mr lobn Brown. I never could 
get my love off that man , 1 chink Chriſt hath ſomething rodoe 
with hin. Defice your Hrurbeand from me, oor to think ill of 
Chrift thr his crofle, Many micken Chrift , beeauſc he hath the 
croff ou hirback ; bur' he will caſe us all langhyer. Ibcſcech 

| you 
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you , as ye would doe any thing for me, remember my lady 
Marſhel to Sed wy Ga the Earle of , Marſhal, clpecial 
ber Chriſtiah &, my lady Phiſlige. 1 shallgoe to deat 
with it , that Chriſt will ceruroe again to Scotland, with fl 


vation in his wings, aud ro Galloway , Grace be with 
you. 


Aberdeen. Sept. 7. 1637. Yours in bis ſees Lord 
Feſwrs 5. K. 


— 


To MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Zach, 12:3. And in that day , I will make Teruſalem 4 bur 
dcn/ome ſtone for all people , all that burtben them [elves with 
it ſhall be cut in pieces ; though dl the people of the earth be 
gatbcred rogetber againſt it. 


beloved Sifter. 


I have been (parcipg to write unte you , becauſe I war beavy 
it the proceeding af our late Parliament » where law should 
have been. They would oor give ous Lord leſus faic law and 
juſtice » nor the brackee of the hoult, to heare cither the zaſt 
grievances or the humble Wpplicatians of che (crvants of God: 
nothing reſts bur that we lay our graarances before our crowned 
King Jews, who rei in Ziow, And bowbart it be eruc; 
chat the ats of periþ aſſembly tor coaformity we cltablubecd , 
and the Kings power, go impoſe ſurplice and other malle apparel 
upon Miaſtcrs , be coatirmecd ; yes what men coaclude 1s not 
ſrriprure, Kings havtsbort armes co overmro Chriſts chrane, 
and our Lord hath been wakcing and ſtanding upon his fret ,. at 
this P arliamens, when fijteen Poles and Lords, and farts four 


comi/Noners for burrowes , with forme Barrons have xoud toc 
onc kick, in faceof a King » who wirh much awe ang tcrrouty 
with his own hagd wroce up the yogrers for , of kw 

folfe. Long balace ghis ark, jp the.z P[alww6, the 
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Epilt,140, "0 Letters. Fi 
carth , Saptland 2nd England, were gileed of the Father to his 
fon Chaht » and that is an old +8 of Pagttentent» decreed by 
our Lord, and prwand four thouſand yearry.agets, T heir afts 
ace but yer priating, The 6: z& »ball pad «lrrthe Porca 
rates of the wor'd wha lave Chriſts roome berter then kim(ſclfe, 
rage af they oc af,” Thogdh the mounaines be Carried ioro 
the mudft of che fer; yet Yi oe +4 2a river that cometh our ofthe 
Gataary , and Tit ment etieriiihe city of God. That 
well is not yet Ernes down in Scotland nor can it dry up; there, 
ſore (ll befeeveTiod iy in Godk alyftioni Tfyau knew the 
who: pr xcets 4 s IETH ih: Lords mercy » thar marrers have 
gone at out Pachament , as they baye goons, _ The Lord Jefus, 
in our Kings carcs ro hi, great provocation aud griefe, bath 
gotten maoy wimelſes 3 and we faw in all 4 the for of God os 
rerrarniog their policy , ani making the world know, bow 
well he loverk his poor ſun- barne bridein Scotland. The Lord 
lizvath , aod bloated be the God of our Galvation. For the mare 
eee ber wine your Hurbond and C. Inuftin God it thall be re- 
moved; i« hach grieved me excendingly. I have dealt with 
Carletown and thall deal;pus it off your tcite upon theLordycthar it 
burthen you ne. | have lewrd of your danghrer's marriage , 
| pray the Lord Irefus 16 ſubſcribe the conmatt, and be ar the 
banquet, as he was arthe marriage inComedf Galily. Show her 
from me, that though we be true, that Gods children have prayed 
for ber ,yet che prom& of God & made to her prayers and fairh 
eſpecially; 474 therefore biwould entrear her; ro feeke the Lord 
tobracthe wedding. - Lon der give Chrit the love of her vir- 
giaity and cipoulalls , rnd ehoght hum firſt » arher Huband, 
and match «hall bleſierbe other, It s a new workd the cn- 
tererh into , and therefore bath need of new acquaintance with 
the $00 of God , and of a renewing” of acr love to him whoſe 
love is berrer then wine. 1 Cer. 7: 29, Thrtimeis thort, Les 
the married be as though thev were nos \ married, Ver. 30. they 
thas weep 47 though they meeped not, they that rejoyer, as rhough 
they rezoxced net, the» that bur 1; though they poſſeſſed nor, Vey, 
31, They that wſc thi; world ar though they uſed it nor \ or the 
[<slnen of 1he world paſſeth any. Dry grace be her portion 
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ft om the Lerd. I k#&w you have acarc 60 you of ix, char all be 
right ; but let Chriftbeare all, you necd not pirry him, (If 1 
may lay (0 ) pot lim to it , he us ſtrong coough. The ſpirix 
of the Lord Pakus be wich you» 
Aberdeen. Your ſriend in his deareſt friend 
Chriſt leſurs S. R. 


DD — —_— 


For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


My dear and we«lbeloved Siſter, 


Race mercy and peace be to you. Tam well, bonour 
(nos I have been before a court (er up within-me of 
trrrors and c ; but my ſweet Lord Lefus hath raken 
the wake off histace, and (aid kifſe rby fil: and 1 will oor 
ſmajber nor conceal my King Lleſus his Kindoefſe : he hath 
hroken in upon the poor priſoncrs foul , like the ſwelling of 
Jordan. 1 am bank aod brim ful , « great high ſpring tide of 
the conſolations of Chiiſt , hath overfiowrd me. I would nor 
ve my weeping » for the fourteen: Prelare laughter , they 
- Om me bere to feaſt with my King. His (piknard: caſterh 
a {wet ſmell. The briidegroom's love hath run away with 
my heart. O love love love! Qifvertare my roysl Kingy 
chains. I care nor for fire not tartere, How fwert waorew 
to me, ©© ſwim the lt ſea for my aty lover, my ſecond Hue. 
band , my firſt Lord, | chargeyeutothe name of God, not 
ro fcare the wild beaſts,thar coreredioto the vineyard of rheLord 
ofboſts, the falſe propher is the tail, God shall cur the tail 
from Scotland. Take your comfort and droup not » deſpond 
wot ; for my poor flock, I would take apenance on my 

foul for their ſalvation, 1 fears the entering of a birding 
my labours there cur off my life with ſorrow » There [ 
wreſtled with the angel and prevailed ; wood, trees, medows, 
and hills are my witneſles 4 1 drew on 2 fair werring berwiae 
Chriſt and Anwoib. My loye x you Huhbeod 3 — 
x 
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Epilt! 42- Letters. | 6 
dear Carleroim» to my beloved Brother Knokbrex : forger 
vor Chiit's Prilanct: 1 long for a leater wader your own 
hind. 


«Aberdeen + Nov. 22. Your Friend arid Chriſt's 
Priſoucr , $.K- 


—_— IT ad 
— ——— ———_— 


"ir  MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


My dearly beloved Sifter. 
Race Mercy and Peace to you ; 1 complain that Galloway 
it nor” Tinde ro mein paper : I have received oo letters 
theſe ixrern weeks but two?! tam well, my priſon is a palace 
to me , and Chrifſts banquering - bouſe. My Lord lefus is as 
kinde as they call him : * Oh that all Scorland knew my caſe, 
tes © nn I charge you in the nameof God , 
I charge you to © ; Fear not the ſons of men, rhe worms 
ohall car thean. To pray and believe now, when Chriſt ſeems to 
we you _— is more then it was before; 'Die belecviog , 
and Chriſts promiſe in your hand. Tdefire, Trequeſt, 1 
charge your Husband and that rown, to ftand for the truth 
dingy = x Contend witty Chriſt's enemics, 4nd 1 pray 
you » all profeſſors, you tnow , my caſe. Help me ro 
praiſe, * The Miniſters bete invie me, they vill have my pri- 
ſon td, My mother hath born me 2 nan of coarcorion , 
aod onethat triverh with the whole carth, "Remember my lore 
to your Husband, Grace be with you, 


Aberdeen. lan, 3. 1637+ Yours in the 
Lord, 5. K. 
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Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT, 


L oving and dear Siſter. ; 


Race, mercy and peace be royou: Your Lerter hath re« 

freshed my foul; You shall ror have my advice to make 
haſt ro go out of that town ; forif you remove out of Kirkeud. 
bright , they will cafily undoe all : You arc at Gods work 
in Tis way there: be ſtrong in the Lord : the Devil is er 
then you are , becauſe ſtronger 15 be that is io you » then he that 
isin the World : Y our care of and love sbeweyd rcovith me, 
vow apriſoact of Chriſt , is laid up for yop in © , uod 

ou »hall know , that it is come up in remewbr 

Þray , pray for my deſolat flock, and give them your couclel, 
when you meet with any of them. It shall be my gricke 19 hear , 
chat a wolfe enter in upon my labours z but ifthe Lordpermit it, 
1 muſt be fileer, My skic will cleare ; for Chriſt layeth wy 
head in his boſome , and admitreth me toleas there. 1 never 
knew before, what his love wasiofuch a meaſure 4If be leave 
me » he leayes.mc jo paio, and fick of loye 3 and yer- my fick- 
nefſe is eny Life 20d heplthyg I baye a, ire within me: 1.4rfic all 
the Devils in bell, and ll the Prelgts wn Scotland, wo caht 
watcr 00 it : I rejoice at your epurage and faich.r Pray ftill, 
as if I were on my Journey to came , and be your Paſſort What 
iron gates or barry are able to ſtand it our againſt Cheſt * For 
when he bloweath , they openrokum* - I remember your Huſo 
band, Grage , grace be with you, 


Aberdeen, Maich. 21. 1637. Yours in bis ſwees 
Lord leſws , $« K. 
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For 


GRISSAL FULLERTOWN. 


Miſtreſs. 

Emembering well what relation f had ro your ( now 
R viſe and perfected with glory } deare Mother, and 
being confident yourſelf lookes that way » which (except! 
be eternally loſt ) is the way of peace and of life, 1 should be 
uograte to forger thoſe z whom by the Covenant of the Lord 
1 cannot but remember to God. 1 will peake nothing to you 
of the preſenr ſad differences 4 butif I havey or m—__ any 
neareneſe ro God , that other way , which I cruſt I shall never 
follow, is the way of man; and for the preſent powers, 1 ſuffer. 
from them , and look for more : God hath a controverſy with 
them ; and my foul enter not into their ſeereers, Only I 
thould beſrech , requeſt , avd obreſt you 1n the Lord 1 
your rance before Chriſt , follow the way of the Lord, 
and the trode by the gracious in that place, which the 
Lord followed with life and power , My heart is filled with 
ſorrow ,*confidering what communion with God ſome of that 
Countrey had, and how much they were in acdifying and helpe 
ing one another in his way , and how little of "4 is now 
in that Countrey , Your Mother keeped in life in thar place , 
and quickened many abour her , rothe ſeeking of God. My 
defire to you is , that you would (ucceed her io that way , and 
be lerring a word fall to your brethren and orhers , that may ca- 
courage them to look toward the way of God ; you vill have 
need of it ere ir belong : Ser how you may have a gracious Mi= 
niſter » and no Newtral there , ro ſucceed & follow the Servant 
of God , now afleepe in the Lord. Thertis a great and wide 
difference between a name of godlineſs, and the power of God- 
livek : that is howeft , when there arc feweſt witnelfes, The 
deadnelſs upon many » 2nd the defection of the Land is great . 
Bleſſed are they who ſeek the Lord and bis face, I shall correac 
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youto remember me ro your Hurband , and all Friends: 1 de- 
fire to forget none, who aicia Chiilt, x 


Edinburgh , March 14- Your Brother in 
155 3- the Lord, S. KR. 


CU 


m—_ 


To a Gentle Woman. 


Miſtreſs, 


Beſcec h you have me excuſed, if the dayly imployments of 
I my calling shall hinder me ro fee you , according as 1 would 
wisby for 1 dare not gocabroad y fince many of my people arc 
fick , and the time of our communion drawes near + bur fre 
quent the — of your worthy and honeſt bearred Paſtor 
Mr Robert, to whom the Lord hath given the rengue of the 
learned » ro miniſter a Word in due ſeaſon to the weary, Re- 
member me to him, and te your Hu:bend. The Lord Jeſus be 
with your ſpirit, 

Your affeRionat Friend, $.K. 


— 


For WILLIAM FULLERTOVWN, 
Proveſt of Kirkcudbright. 


Much honoured and very dear ſriend. 


Race' Mercy and Peace be to you, Iam in good caſc, 

bleſſed be the Lord , remaining berein this unceurh rown 
a priſoner for Chriſt and his truth ; and I am not acbamed of his 
croſs , my ſoule is comforted with the con(olations of his ſweet 
preſence y for whom 1 ſuffer. I earneſtly entreat you , to give 
your honour and authority to Chriſt , and for Chriſt z and be 
not diſmayed for fiesh and blood , while you are for the Lord , 
and for his truth and cauſe. And howbeair we ſee eryth pur i 
[ac 
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ut w_—_ the rime 1, yer Chriſt will be a friend to truth 7 
and will do for thoſe » who dar bazard all that chey have fot 
kim and for his glory- Sir , our fair day is comeing » and the 
court will change , and wicked men will weep afternoon, and 
(oarer than the Sons of God, who weepin the morning, Let us 
believe and hope » for Gods ſalvation, Sir , I bope Inced 
not write to yous for your kindneſs and loye to my Brother, who 
i now to be diſtreſſed for the rruth of God alſwel as lam. Þ£ 
taiok my (elf obliged ro pray for you, and your worthy and 
kind Hed-fellow and children; for your love ro him and me alſo, 
1 hope your paing for us in Chriſt sball nor be loſed. Thus re 
commending you to the tender mercy and loving kindneſs 
of God | reſt, ' x 


Aberdeen, Sept. 21-1636, Your very loving and affecy 
tionas Brother. $. 


A ——— 


For the right honourable, 
My Lady Vicounteſle of Kenmure. 


M AD AM. 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to your La. 1 long to' he 

from you , and that dear child ; and for that caulc I rrous 
ble you with letters. I am for the preſenc thinking » the ſpar= 
10wcs and the ſwallowes, that build sheir neſts in Anwoth, bleſ. 
{ed birds, The Lord hath made all my congregation defolat , 
Alas 1 am oft at this, Shew me wherefore thou contendeſt with 
me, O carth, carth cover notthe violence done to me. I 
know it is my faitbleſs jealouſy, in this my dark night » torake 
a friend fora foe ; yer bath nor my Lord made aoy plea with 
me, I chide with him , but be giverh me fair words , ſeing 
my fins and the fins of my youth deſerved ſtroaks : bow am 
I obliged ro my Lard , who amongſt many croſſes hath given 
me a wailed and a «boſen croſs , toſuffer for the name of my 


d Jeſus? Since I muſt have chains » be would pur golden 
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chains on me , watered over with many conſolations, Scing 1 
muſt baye ſorrow ( for { have finned O preſerver of mankind ) 
he bath wailed out] for me joyful forrow z boneſt , ſpintual 
and glorious ſorrow, My crofles come through mercy and 1o- 
ves fingers » from the kinde beart of a brother, Chriſt my Lord; 
and therefore they muſt be ſweet and ſuggard. O what am1 ; 
ſuch a lumpe » ſuch arotten maſs of fin , to be counted a bairn 
worthy ro be ourtured and ſtricken with the beſt , avd moſt 
honourable rod io my Fathers houſe, The golden rod where« 
with my cldeft brocher , the Lord, beire of the inheritance, 
#-4d his faithful witneſſes were ſtricken withall , It would be 
thought, I sbould be thankful and rcjoyce 3 but my bebolders 
and lovers in Chriſt have eyes of flesh , and haye made my oor, 
to be ren, Andlam tencbals intheir books : my wituchs is 
above, there are armics of thoughts within me , faying rhe 
Ccontrare >. and laughing at their wide miſtake. IF my inner 
ſide were ſeen, my ; would ſtink, 1 would loſe and Fforfeir 
love and reſpett; at the hards of any that love God; pity would 
comein the place of theſe. O ifthey would yer ſcr me lower, and 
my welbcloved Chriſt bigber. I woald I bad yu and ſtreng(b 
of my Lord , to be joyful and contentedly glad and cheartul , 
that Gods glory _— ride , and openly triumph before view 
of men, angels, devils, earth, jheavcn, hell, fan, moon 
apd all Gads.creatures, upon my pain and ſuftcriogs , provid- 
ing alwayes ,. I felc nor the Lords hatred and diſpleaſure, Bur 3 
fear his fair glory be bur foiled, in comcing through ſach a foul 
Creature as I am. If I could be the faleſs matter of glorifying 
Cbrift , howbcit to wy loſe, paioe, ſufferings , and extremity 
of wretchedneſs , how would my ſoul rcjoyce; but I am far, far 
from this : hc knoweth his love bath made me 2 priſoner , and 
bound me hand and foot; bur ir is my pain, that 1 cannor 
win looſe, nor get looſe hands, and a looſed beart , to doe (ere 
viceto my Lord Jeſus » and to ſpeak his love. I cookeſs I have 
neicher rongue nor pen to docit, Chrifts love is morethea m 
praiſcs » and aboyerthe thoughts of the angel Gabriel, and all 
the mighty hoaſts that ſtand before the thron of God. 1 rhink 
chamc, I am fad andcaſt down to thivk , that my foul ron- 
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_ my pollured heart , should come in to help others - 
ling aloud the praiſes of the love of Chiiſt : all I dow doe is _ 
to wish the quier to grow throng , and to grow in the extolling 
of Chriſt, Woe, wot is me » for my gailtines ſeen ro few + my 
hidden wounds ſtill bleeding within me » are before the eyes of 
po men 3 but if my enciLend Jeſus were nor ſtill bathing , 
washing , balmcing, healing and binding them up, they sbould 
rot » and break our to man I know not what will be the 
end of my ſuftcrig : I have but ſeen the one fide of my croſs , 
what will be the a= fide he knoweth » who bath his fire in 
Ziow, Ler him lead me, if it were thorow hell, 1 rhank my 
Lord , my onwaiting and holding my peace » as I dow, toſce 
what more Chriſt will doe ro me, is my joy. Ohift my caſe , 
joy » pleaſure for ever more, were laid in woodſer, and'in 
pledge to buy praiſes ro Chriſt ! Bur 1 am far from this, Iris 
calic for a poor ſoul in the deep debr of Chriſts loye, to ſpir 
farther then he dow leap or jump, and to feed upon broad wishes 
that Chriſt may be honoared , but in performance I am ſtark 
nought, I bhaye nothing , nothing to give Chriſt , bur 'po= 
verty » except he would compriſcand arrciſt my ſoul , and my 
love {oh , oh if he would doe that / ] I have nothing for him. 
He may indeed feiſeupon a divours perſon » foul and body z bur 
he bath ao goods for Chriſt ro medle with, But how gladthould 
my ſoul be , ifhe would forfeir my love , and never give meit 
again | Madamy I would be glad co hear, thar Chris claime 
to you wereſtill che more, & that you were ſtill gocing for wards 
and that you were nearer him. Idow not honour Chriſt my ſelfy 
but I wish all others to make ſale ro Chriſts houſe , I would E 
could invite you to goe into your welbeloveds bouſe of winc,and 
that _ my word ; you would then ſee a new miſtery of love ia 
Chriſt , you never ſaw before, I am ſomewhat encouraged that 
your La. is not dry and cold to Chriſts priſoner, as r__n_—_ 
I bope it isput upin my Maſters count book. I am not muck 
| my , fo my jea ous Husband break in pieces my Idols , 
that either they dare not , or will not doe for me. My maſter 
needeth not their help , but they need to be that ſerviceable 28 
to help hicm, Madam, I hayc been that bold as to put yas 

© 3 
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and that ſweet child, in the prayers of My Andrew Cant , My 
James Marten, the lady Leyes, and ſome others in this count: 
that truely love Chriſt; be pleaſed ro let me hear how the child is, 
The bleffings that came upon the head of Joſeph , and the top of 
the head of him , who was ſeparated from his brethren 3 and the 
good will of him who dwelt in the bas, be ſecn upon him and 
you. Madam, Ican ſay by ſome little experience , more 
now then before , of Chriſt ro you. I am ſtill upon this, thar if 
you ſcek there a poſeza hidden treaſureand a gold mine in Chriſt, 

ou never yet (aw, thencome and lee, Thus recommends 
ing youto Gods deareſt mercy , Leſt, 


Your own mm his ſweet Lord Feſus 
at all obedience 5. R, 
My Lady Marſhall is very kinde 
to me , and her Son allo. 


aAberdeen , 17, Juny » 1637+ 


— —m—__ 


For the right honourable , 
My Lady Vicounteſlſe of Kenmure. 


My very Noble and dear Lady, 


Race mercy and peace beto you: The Lord hath brought 

me ſafely tro Aberdeen: I have gotten Lod 'ng in the 
hearts of all I meer with : no face that hath nor imiled upon 
me ; only the Indwellers of this town are drye , cold , and 
_ » they conſiſt of Papiſts, and men of Gallio's merttal , 
rme in no religion; and it's counted no wisdom here to 
Countenancea confined and filenced Miniſter ; Bur the shame 
of Chriſts croſs sball nor be my shame. Queentberries at- 
tempt ſermerh to fleep, becauſe the B. of Galloway was pleaſed 
to ſay tothe Treaſurer, I had committedrreaſon, which word 


blunted the Treaſurers borrowed zeal. So I thank God who | 


wil 
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will not have me to anchor my ſoul upon falſe ground y or u 
on flesh and bleud ; it is better , ic be faſtned within the vail 
I find my old challenges reviving again , and my love often 
jealous of Chriſts love , when I look upon my own guiltines : 
andl verily think,theWorld hathtoo ſoft an opinion of the gate 
to Heaven, and that many hall ger ablind and fad beguile for 
Heaven; for there is more adoe bo a cold and frozen , Lord, 
Lord; it muſt ve a way narrower 2nd ſtraicer then we con« 
ceive ; for the righteous shall ſcarcely be ſaved, Ir were good 
to take a more judicious view of Chriſtianity ; for I have been 
doubring » if ever I knew any more of Chriſtianity , then the 
l:tters of the name, I'le nor lye vn my Lord , 1 fiade often 
much joy, and unſpeakealyle comfort , in his ſweet preſence , 
who ſent me hither : and 1 truſt this houſe of my pilgrimage , 
chall be my palace, my garden of delights: Andthat Chriſt 
will be kinde ro poore (old Foſeph , who is ſeparated from his 
brethren, 1 would be ſometimes too hote » and roo joyfull ; 
if the heart - breaks at the remembrance of fin, & fair , fair 
Feaſts dayes with King Ieſus, did not cool me , and ſowre my 
ſweet joyes. Oh! how ſweer is the love of Chriſt ? avd how 
wiſe is that love? Bur ler faith friſt and cruſt a while, it *s no 
reaſon ſons offend, that the Father giveth them not twice a year 
hire, as he doth to hired ſervants : betrer Gods heirs live upon 
hope then upon bire. Madam your La. knoweth whar 
Chriſt hath done , to haveall your love. And that he allowerh 
not his love upon your dear Child ; keep goed quarters with 
Chriſt in your love, I verily thiok Chriſt hath ſail, 1 muſt 
needs force have Fean Campbel for my (elf; and he hath laid 
many Oares in the water, to fish and bunt (bome » over your 
heart ro heaven. Let him have his prey : he will think you 
well win » when he hath gotten you; it is yu to have recourſe 
often, and to bave the door open to our ſtrong hold , for the 
ſword of the Lord , the ſword of the Lord , is for Scotland, 
and yer two or three berries shall be left in therop of the Olive= 
tree. If a word car do my Brother good in his diſtreſs , 1 know 
your La- vill be willing and ready to ſpeak it » and more allo, 
Now the ovly wiſe God , and your only , only one, _—_— 
t 4 W 
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dwelt in the bush be with you, 1 write many kiſſes and ov 

blefſiogs in Chriſt ro your dear Child , the bleflings of huf all 
Fathers God , the blefſings due tothe fatherleſs andthe widow} we 


be yours and his . | pr 
«Aberdeen, Your La. in his onely, onely re 
Lord Jeſus I S R, 
it 
Poſtſcript. 8 th 
c: 
M A D A M. 


E pleaſed at a fir time , ro trie my Lord of Lorne his minde, 

if his Lo, Would be pleaſed, thar I dedicatan other work 
agaioſt the Arminians to his honourable name. For howbeit 
I would compare no Patron to his Lo, and though 1 haveſufh- 
cicnt experience of his love ; yet it's poſſible , his Lo. think ir 
not expedient at this time, bur 1 expect your L4's anſwer: And 
I hope your La, will b-plain. 


te 


—_— _ 


For the right bonourable 
My Lady B O Y D. 


M A D A M. 


I doubt not but the debt of many , more thenordinary, fa« 
yours tohis Land , laycth guilcineſs upon this Nation; The 
Lord hath pur us in his bookes, as a favoured People » in the 
Gghr of the Nations , but we pay not to bim the rent of the 
Vineyard , and we might have had a Goſpel at an cafier rat* » 
then this om ; bur ir should have had bur as much life as ink 
and paper hath ; we ſtand obliged robim , who hath ina man- 
_ forecd his loye on us , and would burlove us againſt our 
will, 


Ancnt read Prayers , Madam, I could neyer ſee precept 
promiſe | 


Parr FF 1 
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promiſcor praiſe for them in Gods word : our Church neyer 
allowed them , but men cook them up at their owne choice: the 
ward of God maketh reading 1. Timo. 4: ver- 13» And 
praying 1, Theſ. 5: ver. 17. two different worships; in 
reading God ſpeaketh ro us, 2 King. 22: ver. 10,11. 18 

raying we ſpeak to God, Pſ. 22: ver. 2, Pf. 28: ver. x. 1 

ad never faich to think well ofchem. In my weak judgement', 
it were = they were our of the ſervice of God:1 cannot think 
them a fruit or effect of the ſpirit of adoption, Seing the uſer 
cannot ſay of ſuch prayers. Let the n__ of my mouth and the 
meditations of my me be acceptable in thy fight, O Lord my 
ſtrength and my Redeemer, which the ſervants of God ought to 
ſay » of their prayers, Pſ, 19: ver. 24+ For ſuch prayers are 
meditations ſer dounein paper andinks and cannor be his heart 
meditations who uſeth them ; the ſaints never uſed them , and 
God never commanded them , and a promiſe to hear any pra- 
yerszexcepe the pouring out of the ſoulro God, wecan never 
read, As for ſeparation from a worship for ſome errours of a 
Church , the independency of tingle congregations, a Church 
of viſible Gaiots, and other tenets of Brouniſts, they are contrair 
to Gods word, I havea treatiſe at the preſs at London againſt 
theſe conceits» as things which want Gods word to warrant 
them ; the Lord lay it not to their charge» whodepart from, 
the Covenant of God with this land, to follow ſuch lying vas 
nities.I did (ce lately your daughter the lady Ardroſs, the Lord 
hach given her a child and deliverance, Now recommending 
your Ladiship ro therich grace of Chriſt I reſt, 


8 Andrews, Yours at all reſpeftive obſervance 
in Chriſt I Is KR. 


_ 
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| J+ IOHN HENDERSON eh 
In Ruſco. » 


L oving Friend. y 


I Earneſtly defire your ſalvation : Know the[Lord , and ſeck 
Chriſt , you have a ſonl that cannordye , fee fora lodging 1 
for your poor ſoul : For that boulc of clay will fall; Hecave® 


or nothing , either Chriſt or nothing: uſe prayer in your houſe, - 
and ſet your thoughts often upon death and judgment 5 it's Þ 


dangerous to be looſezin the matter of your ſalyation : few are 
ſaved gz mengoeto Heaven in ones or twoes , andche whole 
World lieth in fin: Love your enemies z and ſtand by the , 


truth, 1 hayeraught you ln all chings: Fear nor men » but f 
let God be your fear : your time will not belong ; make the y 


ſccking of Chriſt your dayly task: yemay» whea ye are io the | 
f-1ds, ſpeak ro God: ſeek a broken heart for fla , for without 0 
thar there is no meeting with Chriſt, 1 ſpeak this ro your 
Wife , alſwel as to your (elf. Idelire your Siſter, in ber fears 
and doubrings to faſten her grips on Chrift's love, I forbid 
hcr ro doubt, for Chriſt loves her» and hath her nome 
wrirten in his book , her falyatioo is faſt coming , Chriſt her 
Lord is not ſlow in comiog » nor lack in his promiſe. Grace 
be with you. 


«Aberdeen. Your lovirg Paſior, S.R. 


— 4 + «a * » = ms 


To IAMES MURRAY'S 
Wife. 


My very dear aud worthy Siſter. 


a «©2_ ——_— = -- = jzv,Hiz4 


Ou aretrucly bleſſed in the Lotd , however aſowre world 
eloum and frown on you; if ye continue 1othe faith, 


ſetlcd 
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ſecled and grounded, and be not moved away from the hope of 
the Goſpel, Ir is good chere is a Heavens andir is not a night 
dream and afancy, Jr's a wonder that men deny nor , __ 

is a Heaven as they deny there is any way toit, but ofmers 
makiog . You have learned of Chriſt, that there is a Hca= 
yen; contend for it , and for Chriſt: bear well and ſubmiſſively 
the hard thruſt of this Step « mother world , which God 
will not have to be yours. 1 confeſs ir is hard, and would God 
I were able to lighten you of your burthen 5 bnr believe me 
this World, which the Lord will not bave tobe yours » is bur- 
thedroſs , refuſe» and ſcume of Gods creation, the portion 
of the Lords poor hired ſervants » the moveables, not the heri- 
tage. A hard bone caſt tothe ogy » holden our of the new 
Feruſalemy whereupsn they rather break their teeth, than ſatis” 
fy their appetite. It's your Fathers blefſing, and Chriſts birth- 
right, that our Lordis keeping for you : and perſwad yourſelf 
allo,(if it begood tor them and you) your ſeed alſo shall inberir 
the carth; for that is promiſed to them , and Gods bond isfas 

ood , as if he would give every one of them a bond for thous 
land thouſands, Ere ye were borne, croſſes in number, meaſure 
and weight were written for you ; and your Lord will lead you 
thorow them. Make Chriſt ſure , and the World and the bleſ- 
fiogs ofthe earth shall be at Chriſts back and beck . 1 ſee many 
Profeſſours for the fashion, Profeſſours of glaſs, I would make 
a little knock of perſecution ding them in 20 pieces y and the 
World sbould laugh at the sheards , Therefore makefaſt work ; 
ſee that Chriſt be the groundſtone of your profeſſion : the ſore 
wind andrain will nor-wash away his building , bis work hath 
noleſs date, nor to ſtand for evermore, 1 should twenty times 
have perizhed in my affliction , if I had not laid my weak back , 
and my prefing burden both, upon the tone, the corner» ſtone 
laid in Zfon.l 3m not ewice fain [asthe proverbis,] but once and 
for ever,ofthis ſtone. Now the God of peace eſtablish you to the 
day of the appearance of Jeſus Chiilt. 


S. Andrews, Yours» S. R. 


Fay 
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For the right honourable. 
My Lady Vicounteſle of Kenmure, 


M A D A M. 


_ Mercy and Peace to you, I amgladro krar that 
your La: is in any tollerable health ; and sball pray , that 
the Lord may be your ſtrength and rock, Sure | amy be rook 
you out of the womb 3; and you have been caſten on him from 
the brelts, 1 am confident , he shall not leave you ill he crown 
the begua work in you , there is nothing here bur divitions in 
the Church and aſſembly, For befide Brouniſts z and Indepen- 
dents: [ who of all chart differ from us, come ncareſt ro walkers 
with God] there are many other (cs here of Anabaprifts, Lis 
b:rtins ; who arc for all opinions in religion; Fleshly and abo- 
minable Antinomians , and Sechers , who are for no Church 
ordinances, but exſpeft Apoltles ro come, and reforme Churs 
chesz and a world of others, all againſt the Goverament 
by presbyreries. Luther obſerved when be ſtudicd ro reforme z 
that two and thirty ſundry (ets aroſe, of all which [1 hare 
named bar a part ] except theſe called Seekers,who were not then 
ariſea: he laid , God thould cruch them, and that they should 
cilc again , both which we ſceaccomplished. In the allembly 
we hayenow well near ended the Governmenr, and are upon the 
power of Synods, and 1 hope near at an end with them , and (© 
I ruſt to be delivered from this priſon shortly. The Kiog hath 
diſſolved the Treaty of peace atO xbridge,and adheres to his ſweet 
Prelazs , and would abait nothing , bvr alictle ofthe rigour of 
their courts, and a ſuſpcnding ot laws againſt Ceremonirs, nor a 
taking away ofthemm. The nor proſpering of your armues there 
in ">. þ is aſcribed here, ro the fios of the land , and par- 
ticularly to thedivifions , and backſlidings of many from the 
Eauſc , and the not executing of juſtice agaiaſt blogdy malig. 
«ants, My vwite, here under the phifitians » —_ her 

ervice 
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ſervice to your La: ſo recommending you tothe rich graccof 

Chriſt I reſt, 

London, March. 4. 1644. Your La: at all obedience in 
Chriſt, S. R- 


For the right honourable. 
My Lady B O Y D. 


M AD AM. 


(= Mercy and Peace to you- I received your krter on 

May. 19, Wearchere debatingy with mach contention 
ofdiſputes » for the juſt meafures of the Lords Temple. Ir 
pleaſerh God , chat ſometimes enemics hinder the building of 
the Lords houſe ; bur now friends, even gracious men (fof 

conceive cf them ) doe not alittle higder the worke. Tho. 
mas Goodwin , Jeremiah Burrozghs and ſome others, foute or 
five » who arc for the Independens way » ſtand in our way, and 

are mighty oppoſites ro presbyrerial Government, We have 
caried through ſome propoſitions for the ſcripture right of pres. 
byrery , eſpecially inthe Church of [eruſalem : Att: 2.. & g. 
& 5+ & 6+& I5. And the Church of Epheſus, and are gocing 
on upon other grounds oftruth, and by the way have proven, 
that Ordination of Paſtours belongeth nor to a ſingle con- 
greation z bur ro a colledgeof presbyrers » whoſe it is, ro 
lay hands upon Timothy and others, 1 Timo. 4: vr.14. £ 

Tim. 5: ver. 19. Ats-13: ver. £5. 2, 3+ Afs.8: ver.5,6. 

We are to prove that one fingle congregation hath not powerro 
excommunicat, which is oppoſed aor only by Independent 
men , bur by many others : therruth is > we have many and 
grieved ſpirits with' the work : and for my part , 1 often diſ- 
pair of the reformation of this land, which ſaw never any 
thing, butthe high places of cheir Fathers z and the renm- 
nants of Babylons pollutions, and except that nor by 
might > nor by power , but by the ſpirit of the —_— j 
s hou 
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zhould think God hath nor yer thought ir time forEnglands de. 
liverance for thetruthis, the beſt ofthem almoſt have ſaid, a 
balfe reformation is very fair at the firſt, which is vo other 
thing , then, iris not yet time to build the houſe of the Lord: 
and for that cauſe many houſes great and fair inthe land Pi 
laid deſolat. Multitudes of Anabaptiſts, Antinomians , Fa= 
milifts , Separatiſts are here : the beſt of the people are the 
Independent way: as for my ſelf, 1 koow nomore if there be 
a ſound Chriſtian (ſerting aſide ſome, yea not a few learn- 
ed, ſome zcalous and faichful Miniſters, whom I have mer 
with) at London (thoogh 1 doubt not bur there are many) theg 
it] were in Spains which maketh me bleſs God , that hi com- 
munion of Saints bow defirable ſoever,yer js not the thing,cven 
that great thing, Chriſt, and remiſſion of figs, If Jeſus were 
uncouth, as bis members are here, Ithould'be in a ſad and 
heavy condition ; The houſe of Peers are ratten men, and hate 
cur commiſſioners and our cauſe both : The life that is , isio 
the bouſe of Commons » and many of them alſo bave their reli» 
gion to choice , The ſorrowes of a "traveling woman are 
come or the land : our army is lyiog about York, and have 
blocked up them of Newcaſlle, ard (ix thouſand Papiſts and 
Maligoants, with Mr Thomas Sydſerf, and lome Scottiſh Pre. 
[hs : andif God deliver them into their hands , [ conſidering 
how frog the Parliamenrs armics ar* » how many vitories 
God hath given them, Goce they entered in Coyenant with him, 
2nd bow weak the King is] It may be thought rhe land is nears 
deliverance ; bur I rather defire ir, rhen believe it. Weofs 
fered this day to the Aſſembly a part of 2 diretory for vorthipy 
to shoulder ou: the ſervice book : itis taken into confideration 
by the Aflembly. Your Son Lindſey is well , I receive leners 
from him "almoſt every week. 


London. 25. May. Yours at all obedience in 
God, $8, R. 


«| 
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For the right honourable Lady , my Lady 
EK as NM OR Þ 


M A D A M. 


Am alittle moved at your infirmity of body and health ; 1 
hope it is ro you a real warning, Andifin this life only we 
had hope » we should be of all men the moſt milcrable. Sure the 
huge generations of the ſeekers of the face of Facobs God, mult 
be in alife, above the things , that are now much raking with 
us 3 fuch as to ſcethe ſun , roenjoy this life in health , and 
ſome good worldly accommodations too. And if we be mak- 
ing that ſure , ir is our wiſdom. Thertimes would make any 
that love the Lord fick ard faint » to confider how iniquity a- 
bounds z and how dull we are io obſerving fins in ourſelves , 
and how quick fighted to find them out in others, and whar 
bondage wearein z andyet very oft, when we complain of ti« 
mes we are ſecretly Mlandering the Lords work and wiſe 
Government of the world, and raiſing a hard reportofhim. He 
is good and does good » and all bis wayes are equal, Madam, 
I have been to ſome other » [oh if1 could ro my ſelfe ]} holde 
ing out ſome more of this, to read and ſtudy God well, and 
make the (criovs thoughts of a God» bead and a God-bead in 
Chriſt the work , and the only work, all the day. Oh weare 
little with God ! and doe all without God , we ſleepe and wake 
without him; we cat» we ſpeak, we jourDey, we go about worid- 
ly bufineg and our calling without God | And confidering whar 
deadoels is upon the hearts of many, it were good that ſome did 
not pray oh God, and preach and praiſe, and read and 


conferre of God' withoat God, Iris univerſally complained 
of, thatrhere is a ſtrange deadneſs upon the land , and on the 
hearts of his people. Oh if we could help it ' Bur He char 
watters every moment his gairden of red wine muſt belp it. | 
belceve he will __ the briers and the thornes, that cam* a- 


2aioft 
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gaivſt him. H1defire to remember your Ls: to God, but 
lictle can I doe that way. His everlaſting goodwill be with 
you. 


St Andrews. 14. July. Yours in the Lord 
Jeſus þ S. R. 


For the right honourable and Chriftian Lady, the L ady 
KLE ES RHREAHAEUCUR A 


M AD AM. 


Race, Mercy and Peace beto you: the Lord is gracious, 

who keeps your L a: in the furnace , when many pur our 
their hand to miquity, one way or other, We are now $houl- 
dering and caſting down one another in the dark , and the Gods 
ly hidden from the Godly, We mak our own chaines heavier, 
by joyning with the Lords enemies. Hence new ſufferings to 
all , that dar not ſay a confederacy to thoſe , to whom this peo- 
ple lay a confederacy , nor fear their fear, As thatis my cxer.. 
cifenow , whoam nor very far from being my alove [ though 
I koow in whom I have beleeved, atleſt I should know } ig 
this place; ſo 1 am affrayed that the Godly there comply with 
theſe declared enemies of God. Ir will be our ſtreogrh to walk 
ber ween enemics and malignants on cither fide. Thus is the 
of Iacobs trouble, yet theſe dry bones can and muſt live; 1 koow 
not if 1 «ball ſeeir » but | hope torake this quietnes & filence of 
faith, in the moſt of the noiſes ot the alarm for war, to rhe grave 
with me » that the Lord shall build upon the Church of Brittain 
and Ireland a palace of filver, incloled with boards of Cedar , 
Dear Madam faint nots the night is almoſt gone , for the 
vicon is yer for an appointed time , bur ar the end ir $ball ( 
ak , ard not lye , though it tarry wait for it» beeauſe it will 
ſurely come , and vot raty. Madam, weary nor ; none can 
out-bide your lodging in beaven , there is more given for ir by 


kim > who bath be-ſpoken it for Iran Comply and —_ 
or | 


— 
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| wen graſs : as ſhoures , IICAy. 10 Ver.7, > 
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for her , theo any 6an offer : thc ranſome'” of blood fanderh.” 

My wife remembererh her reſpeQts tro your Le the child well 

Mr: Gilleſpy is well we hear, but not here. Orace grace be 
wich you. 

St Andrew, 28, Jan. 1653+ Your? in his otn Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, S. KR. 


ms. _—— 
[OS 


For the honourable and truely worthy 
Cellonel Gilbert Ker. 


Much honoured in the Lord. | 
H2: it is with you » may appear by your letters ro ſoul 


withus. Buticisthe complaint of not a few of ſuch, 
who were in Chriſt before me z that moſt of us inbabit and dwel 
ina parched land. The people of the Lord are like a land not 
rained upon, though ſoracdare nor deny , bur this is the gar- 
den ofthe beloved, and the vineyard, that the Lord docth 
krep and water every moment, Yet O where are the ſome- 
rimes quickening breatbings , and influences from heaven, that 
have rcfreshed bis bidden ones? The cauſes of his withdraw- 
ings are uaknown to us: one thing candor be denyed\, but 
that wayes of bigh ſovreraigniry and dominioa of grace are far 
out the tight of Angels and men ; yea and fo above the fixed 
way of free promiſes , ſuch as ( this doe » and be ſhall breath 
and blow uyon bir garden. ) Ar he hath put forth a declargtion 
5© his hidden ones in-Scorland , that ſmarting , wrefſinge , 
praying » complaining , gracious wiffing » cannot carne the 
wr - Adipex If irgnntigrnn boar Ie 
may be, whet we are ſaying in our gtaves , our bones are dry, 
EG ou7 hope gene,thar remporal & ſpiritualdeliverance may come 
both rogirher'z aod that be sball cauſe us feel both rhe one 
and the other of his reigne, who thortly comer to the 
throne Pſ, 72: 6. He ſhall come down like raine upon the mo- 


$37 McRurTunrnyDoRD's. Epift. 56; 
dayer ſhall the righteous flouriſh; And abanilanet of peace, (« 
bony 4/ the moon enducrerb » Ver. 12. He ſhall detiver the needy 
ebenhecrveth, and rhe poor alſo and bim that bath no bclper, 
Ver. 14+ He hall redeem their ſoul from deceit and wiolence, 
nd - precious halt © their bloud be in his fight, Ard 
th we cannot pray home a ſweet ſeaſon that way ; yer 
Chcift muſt bring ſummer with him, when be cometh, Ver. 16, 
There ſhall be a handful of corne in the earth upon the tope of the 
wmountaines « the frufte: thereef ſhall ſhake like Lebanon. 1 
know not , if 1 apply prophecies as I would » rather then as they 
are : when the ogethtepliad is ſer over they } even he who 
#hall ſtand ( O how much doe welye ) and feedin the ſtrength 
ofthe Lord, the Ifles ( and this the _— of them } who 
waite for his laws are to look for that Exech, 34: wer. 26; 
Hud T will make them and rhe places round about my bill a bleſs 


fog, and T will cauſe the ſhoures to come downe in bis ſeaſet, 
Abd there $hall be shoures of bleffiog. How defirable multe. 
very drope of ſuch athowe be? And Hof. 14: ver. 5. Ioif 
be as "the dew to Ifratt , be ſhall grow 45 the lily, and cafi 
forth bis roots as Lebanon , Vir. 6, His br-nc"es ſhall ſpread, 
and bis beauty ſhall be as the olive tree , and Lis ſmell as Lebs- 
Ten., And lay. 5 5; (3, bn flead of the thoarne ſhall come 
the firg tree, and in ficad of abc brier, ſhall come up the mink 
pree." Andit ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlaſting 
figne , that ſhall not by xt off. 1/a. 41: we. ng. ] aill plas 
: theildernes the Cedar , the ſhittab tree and the ovic tree, 
A wr 3. | will pour water upon bim that is thirfty, and 
od, n tbe dry ground. [ will pour my ſþirit upon thy ſeed, 
L& 4 Þ upon thery aff Þring- And chat be oo loſt laboug 
por fryidels Husband: > Ver . They ſpring as 
thegra/s, 4: a water courſes,  bur-when this aha 
bein Scotland, ( and irmult by ) is berter,to beleive then. pros 
phy 4 and Caghanda yer. o Fg ſtill »» ( for that is yer our 
reogeh ) zhen quarrel wich-hiea 4 cha the wheels @f bis chariog 
mov - . ' —+ ' l i 
Yer this eo hardly Gy 00 thing to us , whodoe 6 much 
picaſcour (clrcxin our and ace almoſt gone from wy 
ri 
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thirſt and miſſing too , being balf ſarisfied with our withered. 
neſst no doubt we have marred his influences » and have{nor 
ſeconded nor ſmiled upgn bis aftings upon us, por have we 
been much of his ſtraine, who Pſalm. 119 , doth cighe 
times breath out that ſuire, quicken me , quicken me. So mach 
are we defireous tobe ated upon by the Lord as blocks and fioe 
nes ; gy rey rene as if they were no 
berter to be bus ed; bur itis good, thariris not in our 
wer , to blaſt avd undoe his breathiogs. But his winde 
werh where he liſterhz could we but lean, & caſt a quiet ſpirit 
under the dewings and showriogs of him , that every moment 
watereth his viocyard, how happy and bleſſed were we, We 
neither open » nor doe we diſccrne his knocking » nor feel bis 
band put in through the key-bole, nor cao we give in. 
rual account of the walkings and motions of it, whes He 
ſtands bebinde the wall, when He comes skipping over the 
mountains , when He comes to his garden and feaſts, when He 
feeds among the lillies, wheo His'ſpiknard caſts a ſmell, when 
He knocks and withdrawes and is vowhere to be found. O } 
how lictle a portion ofGod doe we ſee? How little ſtudy weGod?® 
How rarely read we God , or are verſed inthe lively apprehen« 
fions of that great unknowne al inal, the glorious Godhead » 
and the God revealed in Chriſt? We dwell far fromthe well, 
and complain bur dryly of our dryneſs and dulneſs » weare ra» 
ther dry then thirſty. | 
Sir , there may be artificial pride io this humility ; bur fot 
me I neither know wharHe is , nor bis ſon's name, nor whers 
be dwells. Ihear a report of Chriſt great enough , and thar is 
all. O whatis oearneſsro him ? is that, to be in God » 
to dwell in God ? What a houſe muſt that bey 1 Fobn. 4: v.13+ 
How far arc ſome from their houſe aod home? How ill acquaint 
with the roomes , manſions, faifty, and (weerneſs ol boly (ecuri- 
ty to be found in God? O what eſtravgment' What wandcring® 
Whar rt copverſing with (elf and with the creature! 1s nos 
here” the bed ſhorter , then that a man can firetch a on it 
And the covering narrower , then thas be can wrape bimſelf in 
#7 1[a- 28; wr. a0. When ghall we attain to 4 living is 
fa ooly 


$4 MrRarnznyoorDds Epift.cc; 
» only God f And be eftranged from all the poor created 
nethings , the painted sbaddow. beings of yefterday , which 
an bouce and lcls before creation were dark waſte WrgAtives, and 
empty netbings z and thould ſo baye been for etermty , had the 
Lord ſuffered them to lic there for ever. It is Heezthegreat Hee, 
who fitter upon the circle of the earth ( ofthe world ) and the 
inbabitants t beref are as graſs hoppers: that ftretcherh out the 
beavens 4s 4 curtain , and ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 
in , that bringetb the princes to nothing, and maketh the judges 
the carth as vanity Iſa. 40: ver. 22,23. And He, the only 
Hee» and thers is no Hee beſide bim, Iſa. 43: ver, 16,11, 
Iſa.45: $7.5, Menor A may are not any of them ao Hee 
to him. "Bar ativiog breathing , dicing notbing is man at his 
beſt , a fick clay vanity ; and the argel ro bim bur a more excel. 
Jent, liviog and underftandiog nothing; yet we live ata diſtance 
from him - and we dic and wither, when we are out of God ; oh 
if we knew how neching we are without him! 
' Fiy , wedefire ro minde your bonds, and are cheered and re- 
faked , that we bear of any of his manifeſtations » and his our. 
» which are prepared as the mornmy to you. We 
, nor need we delire you not to fafhr , and are confident 
chat the anvioring , that abideth in you, reacheth you ſo much; 
waire upon the ſpeaking vition , d be cometh, behold his 
reward is with him » and bis work before bit, © The ooly 
wiſe God ſtrengthen you with all might, according ro his 
—_—— goceall patience and loog fufcriog with joy. 


8 Andrews. July. 1653- Yours 4s all ob in 
- the Lord Jeſus, $. KR. 


or 
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waw1iOHN-SCO TT, 


at Oxname, 


Reverend and dear Brother. 


ſaw from C. K. a teſtimony of your presbyr aint tol- 
| fant in which you have been Linares d give 
ſtrength ro doe more. [I think it both rare aod necefſare, and 
would account it a great mercy » if there were an addition of a 
Poſtſcript from diverſe miniſters and clders , our of all the «lie 
res of Scotland. Ir is really the mind ofall the Godly and rene 
der in this land, It is believed by ſome; thar the proteſting par= 
ty hath quit given over the cauſe ? | hope ir is vor ſo 5 burthe 
Lord shall be yer victorious in his moſt deſpiſed ones. Our 
darkneſle is great and thick , and there is much deadneſle ; = 
the Lord shall be our light. Thus recommendiog you to hi 
grace » whole you are, 1 am | 


8; Andrews. April, 3. 1658; Your own brother in 
: the Lord , $. R. 


— 


at Oznams 


Dear Brother, 


int nor ; bur be Rtrongia the Lord and in the power of hiv 

might, I look oa ic asarich mercy » that che Lord is with 
yo4 ſtreagrh:aiag you, to quicken fainters z to warme 

| wart any , that acecold otdcadacd , or who deaden orherss 
B:lievcir , ic will b: yoar prac: inthe cad ; the times arclad; 
e [| perſv142 my folt, the vifiae will oo carry ; bar 
prike, The Lord will looſz oar capcive-baads. O bleſſed 

Bs chaagh alone, was is faaadFilt aad conliar, for rhe de» 
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firableiatereſt of Chriſt. My bumble advice would be , tha _ 
youſece to the ing of the Deacon and Rulcing elder ; or to __ 
any thing, that may weaken the diſcipline: our ſecond book of 
diſciplin would be » Seſſions purged. Oh! Carechiling 
and perſonal vilitiog and ſpeakiog tothem ſipillatine, CONCET He | == 
ing their intereſt in Chriſt, and a ſtate of converſion , is lirtle 
ia praftice, Theprattice of family faſts is ſcarce koown to be 
an ordinance of God, It were good you would confer with 
Godly brethren i privat , conceroing the promoving of God. 
linefle, concerning Chriſtian conference and praying togerher, 
_— of God in families and (olitary faſts . To his grace, 
who can direft » quicken and ſtrengthen you » I commend 

you, and am ] 


St Andrews. Your loving Bro- th 
ther $. K. E 


—— 


waa TO HH NH =D I 


% at Oxname, il 


Reverend and dear Brother. b 


Ourlerter , that came unto me of Auguſt, z. to beat E. 
dinburgh upon Auguſt. 2. was unknown to me by the - 
ſubſcription ; bur finec ur was written for fo honourableand]} | 
warrantable atruch of Chriſt , as a Teſtimony agaioſt Tolers | , 
tion, _ bealth would havepermitted, and-my dayly menace} |, 
jng gravel, I should have come _— What either} | 
== countenance, or clearing you c ve bad from the 
like of me , 1 cannor ſay, nor dar I (peak much ; but with a re- 
ſerve of the help of his grace, Ideiire to defire, and purpol: 
by ſtreagth from above , ro own that cauſe, and to joyn with 
z and ſomein thisChurch, beſides your prerbytery, who will 
@wnthat cauſe ? Be ſtrong inthe Lord andin the power of his 
ang bt. T his cloud will over : could we live by faich and wait 


an 3 (peaking and a ſeeming + dclaying vifiog, the Lord _ 


Epiſt. 60. 
hor tarry, Grate be with you. 
is one who is above aullioos, , TER" 
St Andrews, Auguſt. 8, 165Y, Your own hro- 
ther» %-R- 


= "2, $7 
| Ire with you, bur ther 


— —— 


Fo rr IO HN SC OT, - 
at Oxnatuc. 


Reverend and dear Brother. 


o man oweth more rothe Church of God with you's than 

poor and wretched I: But when weakoek of body, and 
the Lord by it , did forbid me to undertake alefler journey 19 
Edinburgh , 1 am forbidden far more to journey thither ; and 
believe ic » nothing befides this doth hinder. Iam unable to 
overtake what the Lord hath laid upon me berez and therefore 
I defice to ſubmit to ſoreraignity » and muſt be flent 3; if my 
prayers, and beſt defires ro the Lord, could contribute avy 
thing for promoving of his work » my foul's defire is , that 
the wilderneſs , and that place, ( te which 1 owe my fuſt 
breathing } in which I Chriſt was (carce named, as 
roucbiog any reality or power of Godlineſs z may bloſſom as a 
roſe. So defiring and praying that his name may be great a® 
mong you , and cotreating that you may believe » that the 
names of rhe iLords adverſaries «ball be wntten io the earth » 
and that» who ſo will not come up of all the families of the carth 
unto Feruſalem $ to worſhip the » the Lord of bofls, even 
wpon them ſhall be no rain: and that zbe Lord willcreas glory 
wpon every aſſembly in mount Zion. 1 reft. 


$t Andrews, Jane. 15.16 55+ Your own Brother im 
" thiLod,S K 


 w RovuYhyoors's _ | Epilt.6x 


fr IAMES DURHAM, 


" "Minit ofthe Goſpel at Glaſgow, ſome few 
ey rote wrt 
Str. 


! would ere now have written toyou » bad [[pot known, your 
health , weaker avd weghter, conld ſcarce permit you ts 
bear or read, I need not fprak much, the way you know, 
and have preached ro others thi «kill of the guid » andthe glory 
of the home beyond death, And when be Gayes , come and 
ſte, it'will be your gain to obey » and goc out and meer the 

degroom, What acccfion is made to the higher houſe of his 
king should not be our leſlc, thought bearcatiefen 
the Church of God; bur we count one way » and the Lord 
Counts another way, Heeis infallible and the only wiſe God, 
end needs none of us. Had he needed Moſes and the Propheu 
their ſaying in the body ; he could have taken an other way, 
Whodzr bilyou caſt your thoughts back on wile or children, 
whetb he hath Gd , Leave them to me, and come wp birber ? 
Or who can perſwad you to dic or live, as if thar were arburs 
fy tO us, and hot his » Who hath derermuncd the number 
of ybur moneiks: if ſo it ſeertic good to bim, follow your fore» 
raorr and paid: irisan dcokbown land ro you , who war" oever 
there before” ; but the land is good + andthe £ oy before 
the throne defitable, and He who firs on the throne is bis 
plone a lufficicat beaver » Grace grace be with you, 


C& Andrews. 15. Jun. 1658. Yours in the 
Loerd,'sS. K 


Ep 
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M-RUTHERFOORD'Ss 


Judgement , ſentto ſome Brethren , aboue 
petitioning his Maj. alter his returne; And _, 
for owneing ſuch,who were cenſured 
while aboot that ſo aecel(- - 
ſar duety. 


Leverend and dear Brethren. 


t is a marrer of difficulty to me ro wrire ar this diſtance, not 

having beard your debates. It ſeemes the Lord call*s as t6 
Sirclaftmenien tothe Kings Majeſty of affaires., The Lords 
admirable providencein bringing him to his throne , and lay- 
ing afide others, who were encmics to the cauſe and ſworne 
Covenant of God (ſothat now the Government is in a right 
hae } is to be adored ; and I judge ( withour |__| 
that ſome should be feng to his Majefy to congratulate t 
providence ; and the 'reaſon of our bang fo flow in wn 
would be rendered, 2, We would write, notinthe name © 
the kick of Scorland ; but io the name of a moſt conſiderable 
number of Godly miniſters, elders z and profeſſors, who 
both pray for the King are obedient to his laws, and are 
tinder the oath of God for the ſworne Reformation, 3+ It ir 
berter now , then after ſentences and trouble, to have recourſe 
tohim , whois by place parens parrie. 4. We woald 
plicace in all huayliry for proteftion » countenance » 
more » for lawful liberty to feare the Sond ofthe oath of the 
dreadfu] ind moſt high Lord , avouchiog to his Majeſty , that 
e be Lord, bis holy tame being interpoſed , will owne that Co» 
yenant) and blefle bis Majeftie with a happy acd ſuccesful reign, 
in the owneing thereof , and kiffing of the Son of God. And 
when the Lord hall be pleaſed ro grane that to ns, which 
Conccarns religion , the beauty of his houſe z the propagating 
gl che Goloel , Re Cornnmentes ho Lonk kiogdome with- 

'F as 


go M*RurHuntrooRd's Epilt, 62, 
out popery » prelacy , unwritten traditions » and Ceremonies; 
Jet bis Majefty try our loyalty with what commands be hall 
be pleaſed ro lay on us, and fee if we be found rebullions, 5. 
We would diſclaime ſuch, as haye fGofully complyed with the 
late uſurpers , ptoduce our written teſtimonies agaioft them ; 
Sur Bot accepting of offices and places of truſt from them ; 
our teſtimonies agaiaſt their uſurpation , Covenant byealting , 
tolicration of all religions, corrupt ſcftarian way , for which 
the Lord bath brocken them. &, We arerepreſentcd to his 
Majefly, as ſuch who would not cooſent, that the Remonſtran. 
ce of theWeſterne-ſorces should be condemned by the Commi(Fon 
of the General aſſembly: Whereas, 1. We did humbly 
defire » that the judicature would not condemne not ceoſure 
that Remonſtrance , till rhe gentlemen were heard, and ther 
reaſons diſcuſſed. », What ever demurre was as to the band 
ing or combineing part of it , we were and are oblieged to be. 
Jave, they had noſeftarian defigoe therein, nor levelling in- 
tention. 3. They aregentlemca moſt loyal , and never were 
enemics to his Majeſtics royal power z but only defired that 
ſecurity might be bad for rcligion , and the people of God, 
perſons dilaftefted ro Religion and the (worne Covenant abane 
doacd ; otherwiſe they were and (till are willing ro hazard li- 
ves and eſtates , for the juſt greatoeſs and ſaifty of bis Majeſty, 
inthe maintenance of the truc Religion, Covenant and cauſe of 
God. The only difficulty will be where to have fir men to 
ſend. But as it will be both fin and shame for us, ro defert our 
madeſervedly now cenſured Brethren ; ſour well be our fin and 
reproach, finfully ro comply with ſuch things and courſes , as 
wereliified againſt , and codfelled io God. 1 canfay no more xx 
preſcat, but that I am 


$t Andrews 1660» Your loving Ryo 
ther, S. KL 
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M RUTHERFOORD 


His judgement of a draught or minut of 2 
tition , © have been preſented to the Commitry 
of Eſtats, by thoſe miniſters , who were then pri. 
ſoners in the caltle of Edinburgh, for that other 
well known petition to his Maj. A- 
bout which they were, when cif. 
ed upon and made priloners, 


But that mo man may miftake or judge amifſe of perſons ſo fix- 
ed in the cauſe and |a1th)ul inthetr generation 3 know , that 
this draught was not ſent #5 Mr Rutherfoord , as a paper 
concluded and condeſcend.d upon among ft tbeſe Brethren » 
whoſe love to truth made them in all things ſo tender, that 
they were ever /ound to abſtain from all appearance of tvil ; 
but it was more like the ſuggeſtion of ſome other men 
( wherein was laid before them whas kinds of addreſſe would 
mo/t probably pleaſe, wavemy the juſt meaſures ofwbat was 
ſomply ducty in their circumſtances ) then any thing flowt 
from themſelves ,as the produtt of a mature deliberation. And 
Stcondly know ( which confirmeth what ir ſaid ) that what 
ror it wat, or who cer gave the riſe toitys, yetis 
was never made uſe + nor preſented to the Commitry of E= 
flats , by any of theſe faithful men z whoſe praiſe for their 
fidelity, fixedneſſe , real and antainaed integrity, is in the 
Charcbes of Get 


Dear Brother. 


am ( as yer know ) ſtrairned as another ſuffering man » bue 
dar not petition this Commirty. «, Becauſe ir drawes us re 
capitulat with ſuch, as have the advaotage of the mount, the 
Lord ſo diſpoſcing for the preſent ; andro bring the marters 
nnd they the po* 

wed 


| of Churſt ro yes and ne ( you being priſoncrs 
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were) ita hazard, 2. A ſpeakiog ro them in write and paſ- 
ſciog 10 blencethe ſwornc Coycrant, and the canſe of God , 
which is the very preſent controverſy , is contraifeto the prac. 
giſc of Chriſt , and the Apoſtles, who being acculed, or no 
accuſed , avouched Chriſt to be the Son of God » and the Meſ- 
Gas, and that the dead muſt riſe againe » cveu when the adver- 
ſary misftared the queſtion. Yea, filence of the cauſe of God , 
whach adverſaries perſecure,ſcemes a eacite deſerting of the caule 
when the ſtate of the queſtion is keown to bebolders ; and 
know the brethren intcnd not to leave the cauſe. - I knog 
ne offence you have given ( 1 will not ſay whatoffence may 
be craken) cncher asto & matrer , or manner of your petition ; 
for if what you havedone be a neceffary duty » laid abide by 
thers , aduty can nevcr give an offenceto Chriſt , and ſo none 
$0 men, But Chriſtians will looke upon 2 pious, harmleſs , 
and innocent petition , tothe Princes in the matters ofthe Lords 
hooour » and good of his Church , though proffered by one oc 
two » when they are lilemt whoſcir is tro ſpeake and afty as a [cas 
ſonable duty. 4. T hc draught of that petition » which you ſene 
me » ſprakes not one word of the Covenant of God : for the 
adberiag to which , you now ſuffer , and which is the objeRt of 
mens hatred; and the deſtruction whereof, is che great «ork of 
the times ; and your filence, in this nick of time, appeares to be 
a not-conf. ffion of Chriſt before men; and you want nothing to 
cr an uncleanly deliverance, bur the profefion of filence. 
5. Thercis a promile and real purpole (as the peririoa ſayerh ) to 
live y under the Kings aurhority. But, 1. You dor 
not ſo anſwer candidly and iagenuouſl p the mind of the Rulers, 
whoto your koowledge mean a far other thing, by Autbority, 
then you do : for you mean his juſt aurhority , his authoricy 
io the Lord, and his juſt greatneſs, in the, maiotenance of rruc 
Religion , as in the Covenant, cooſcfſion of faith, and carcchil- 
mcs » is expreſſed, from the word of God, They mcan his G- 
picam authority and ablolute prer ative above lawes , as ther 
aQs cleare, and as their prattiſe is ; for they refuſed ro ſuch, as 
were yowilling to ſubſcribe their bond , to add eutbority in the 
Lord; oc juſt and lawjih aubority, or aut bority aq is ws 
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Epiſt. 64, Lerrers, . 9» 
ſed in the Covenant. Bur this draught of a petition, under yous 
ovn hand, yeldes the ſenſe and mraving to thern , which they 
crave. 3, That authority, for which they comend, is excluſive 
of the [woror Covenant; fo that except ye had faid, you rball be 
ſubyeRt ro the Kings authority in the Lord , ot according to the 
[worne Covenant, you lay _— the point in hand; and that 
ſare is not your meaning. 3. ever promiſerh ſo much of 
praceable living ander hi majcſties authority » leaving out the 
expoſition of the 5. Command, as your petition doeth » may 
upon the very ſame ground , ſubſcribe the boad , refuſed by the 

odly; and ſo you paſſe from the Covenant , and make al) theſe 
- paſt atings gf this Kjrk and S1arey thoſe yeares by paſt,to be 
horrid rebell1o0: & how derp that gualtiocls drawes .confider. 5, 
A condemning of the Remonſtrence, m_ land without any 
limiwation & diftinftion, 1s a condemning of caany precious ence 
in the land; and a paſſiog from the cauſes of Gods wrath , which 
is the chief marrer of the Remonſirance. 7 That nothing is be- 
fore your eyes but the exoneration of your conſcience, is indeed 
belicved by the godly, who know you; but x 10 lence of 
the honeſt marerialls, in your former petition to bus Majeſty, ſee- 
mes to be adefertiog thereof, fince in all your perition, you doe 
mot once lay , you cannes but adbere to that prous petition, 4s 
your neceſſare dnty? and that you imrend in the petition the bap- 
pineſle of his majeſty, is alſo belceved. Dear Brother, zhow to 
our brethren, the Lord Chriſt in your perſons hath ſtared a queſ- 
tion berwixt him and the powers on carth , ther only wiſc God- 
lead you Dow , when be hath brought you forth in pablick, oro 
at » anifycedid fee Jeſus Chriſt by you , and ing you. It 
is cafy forfech a arc og: therhore , rothrow a counſel to thoſe 
that ace rofled in the (ca. Bur only living by fairh, ard by fer- 
or —— comfort from Chriſt , can yoube vitoriouss 
and have ugh to the precious promules of the tree oflife, of the 
bidden Magna, of the gifeed morning ftarr, rnd thelikey made ro 
thoſe who evercome; to whoſe ſtrength and grace beetheen,whe 
dclire with metro 1emember yoar doc recommend you, 1am. 

. Dear Brothers, .. 
& dridrews. 1660, Yours in the Lord, $. Kk 


For 


\ 
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For the right honourable, 
My Lady Vicounteſle of Kenmure. 


M AD AM. 

| my part to be unmindfull ef you : be not afflited for 
your Brother the Marguiſe of Argyl , as tothe anaine; in my 
weak apprehenſion, the feed of God bring in him , and love to 
the people of God and his cauſe , it will be well: che makiog par- 
ticular reckoning withthe Lord, and peace with God , & owns 
ing his cauſe, when too many diſown it, will make his peace with 
the King the ſorer. The Lord is begining co reckon with fuch z 
as did forſake his cauſe and Covenaor z and uomnl we returne to 
him , our peaceshall not be like a river , and as the waves of the 
ſea, However the opening of the boſome, torake in all the 
Malignansr, can produce no better fruits. The Lord calleth 
us to flie-in ro our chambers, and shoot the doores y till the ifs 
dignation be over 1/«. 26; ver. 20. The lilly among the 
thorns is ſo ſerved : be hideth him(ſclfe and our mountain is re» 
moved , & wr aretroubled 4, burthe Lord _ let the earth 
tremble, and let the earth rejovee. The Lord without blood 
broke the yoke of uſurping oppeefiours, avd laid them afide , 
the ſame Lord can ſerele throne and kiogdome on the pillars of 
beaven: but Oche cont: overſy the Lord hath with Edom and 
thoſe who covrenanted with us, and then (old us 3 ard with 
thoſe of whom the holy ghoſt peakes Lament. 2: ver. 14. Thy 
Prophets have ſeen vaine and fooliſh tbings for thee » they have 
not diſcovered thine iniquity to turne away 7 &— =, buy 
have ſerne for thee falſe nr" cauſes of b The 
ime of Jarobs ſuffering is bursbort , and the vifioawill ſpes- 
ke, could we be from endcr deadocfs, and watch unto with. 
ling and -prayer with the Lord , and live more by faith, we 
whould be more then conquerours. Wait upon the Lord and 

faint not , the Lord Ieſus be wich your ſpirir, 
\ St Andrews. 34+ luly, 1660, Your! at all reſpeRiive ob. 

(ervanc inthe Lords, $, a 
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Epilt. Cx. Lerner. 9 


For Mifreſe C R A 1 G. 
Upon the death of her hopeful ſon, who 


was drowned, washing hiwlelt in a 


river in france. 
Miſtreſſe. 


Ou have fo learned Chriſt , as now inthe furnace » whar 
droſs, and what shiniog of faich may appear , muſt com 
torch. 1 heard of the removall of your Son Mr Thomas ; 
Though I be dull coough in diſcerning » yet I was witnes £© 
ſome (piritaal Gavourinels of the new birth and hope of the refur-« 
reftion > which | aw io the bopfu! youth, when be was, as 
was feared , a diciog in this city. And fince it was written and 
adviſedly —_— in the ſpotleſs and boly decree of the Lord, 
vhere , and before whar witneſſes , andin what manner, whew 
ther by a fever, the mother being at the bed» fade, or ſome oches 
way ina far country , ( dear Patriarchs died in Egypt , precie 
ous t9 the Lord have wanted burialls P/. Eg: ver, 3.) your abs 
eſt will be , ro be filent, and command the heartro utter wo 
repioiag and frerting thoughts of the holy diſpenſation of God. 
1. The man is bryOnd the hazard of diſpute, che precious youth, 

is perfefted and glorited, 2. Hadthe pn Fen yes and 
ied , befide 2 witneſſing mat her , it been pain and icfa 
F:ogrhaped our to you in. many portiont,and every parcel wayld 
bave been a lictle death 3; now his holy majeſty hath , in ons, 
lumpand maG , brought ro your cars the news , and bath nor 

divided the griefe 19 many{partipns. 3. It was got 

thought » or the Other yeats ſtaryre;, bur a counſel of the af 
old » and Whocenteach the Almighty knowledge. 4. There 
is ap way of quictiag the ming , and of Glencingrhe beart of a 
he $f bf godly ſubmiſfon ; rhe we for peace 
ard conſolation roclay veſlells, is , that itis 2 troak of the por« 
ter and former of all things z and fioce the holy Lord hath loof- 
cd rhe grip when it was faſtned fare on your part, I know 
your light , and 1 bope your heart alſo will yecld; it is nor Gate 
a 
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2 at pulling and drawiog with the omniporent Lord ; ler the 
Il goe with him , for heis $rong; and ſay , thy will be done 
Cone 141 it ii im beaten. 5g. Hit boly method add order is to 
adored » ſometimethe Husband before the wife, and ſome. 
titne the (on before che mother , ſo hath the only wiſe God 
ordered ; and when he is ſcat before and not loſt , in dll things 
give thanks. Meditate not too much on the (ad circumftances, 
the moth<r was not witoels to the laſt Ggh , poſſibly cannot ger 
leave to wind the ſon , nor to weep over his grave , and he was 
ih a ſtrange land: there is a like nearneſs to heaven out of all the 
countreys oftheearth. 7. This did not fpring our of the duft; 
fetd and grow fat by this medecine , and fair of the only wile 
Lord ; ir is art avd the kill of faith re read what the Lord wri« 
rex pon the crols , and to (pell and cooſtrytt right bis ſcole; 
gftct we miſcall words and ſentences ofthe croſs » and cither put 
gon ſenſe on his rods , or burdens bis majefty with laoders, 
#od miſtakes z when be minds for us thoughts ofpeace and love, 
ep to Jo us good in the latter end, 8, It is but aprivat ſtroky 
oo a family, aod lirtle to the publick arrows shor againſt greiv 
&f Foſeph , and rhe afflicted, bur ah ! dead, fcoflck pt | uil. 
yPpcople of God ; this is the day of Facobrtrouble, 5, 
Oba wy of wilfull (wallowing of a rempration and hot di. 
gefting it , or laying ir out of memory without g-4 viQorie 
ſnes of fairh ; the Lord, who forbids faivting) bids alſs 
Spiling ; but it is eafſer ro counſel than ro ſuffer; the 
wiſe Lord furnich patience, Jt were not amiſs rocall home the 
erher yourh. ' I am oor a lirtle aflifted for my Lady Krimargy 
ebtidirion ; Idefirez when you fer her z remember my hambly 
5 toher ; my wiſe heartily remembers her to! you , and 
jt wounded much in minde with your preſent condition, and fu. 
ers with you ; grace be with you, | 


& Andrews. 4. Aog. 1660; © Your: mthe Lied 
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Epiſt. 66. Letrefs, " 
.. , Aletterfrom 


M' SAMUEL RUTHERFOORD 
TM WILLIAM GUTHRY. 


When the. army was at Stirileg , after-the 
defaite at Dumber, & the godly inthe weſt werefalſez 
ly branded , 'with intended complyance with the 
uſurpers: aboutthetime when theſe debates, 
and that difference concearning the pu- 
blick reſolutions, arole. 


Reverend Brother. 


| Did not dream of ſuch chortnefſe of breath z and faiotiog in 
the way roward our countrey, | choughe , l had no more to 
doe, bar dicia my neſt , and bow down my finful head , and 
let him put on the crown , and ſocad. I have ſuffered muck 3 
but this is the thickeſt 'darkneſſe , and the ſtraiteſt ſep of the 
way | hayeyet trod, I ſee more ſuffering yer bebinde , #ad I 
feare from the keepers of the vine. Let me obtain of you , 
that you would prefſe upon the” Lords people » that they 
would ſtand far off from theſe merchants of fouls - com't in 
amongſt you, Ifthe way revealed in the word, be that way 
we then know , theſe ſouls=koopers and rraficquers shew nor 
the way of ſalvation, - Alas! Alas /! poorl am utterly loſt, 
my thare of heaven is gone , and my hbopeis periched,, andZ 
am cur off from rhe Log, if hicherro our of the way : burT 
dar not judge kinde Chriſty fory if ir may be bur permitted) ( with 
reverence to his greaceclle and highneſſe be ic pare fo will 
before witneſſes produce his own hand , that be faid , #h« is be 
way , walk: thou init, and be cannot excogr againſt hisown 
ſeal. Iprofeſſe, Iam almoſt broken and Vlinle Qecpy > and 
would fainopar off this body ; bur rhisis my iofirmiry , who 
g would 


- wa 
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evuld be under the shadow and covert of that good land , once 
to be without the reach and blaſt ofthe cerrible one. Butl 
am a fool, there is nogtthat can over- bid, or cake my ledge- 
ing over my head , fioce Chriſt hath taken ir for me. Dear 


Brother halp me y and ger me the belp of Theit prayers » who 
red ofanvended compliance; I mean nor of you only 3 but of 
all the people of God with you. It is but oper thing the fulfil, 
| che ſerjous 

face , his ſecrer ſealed ones , by conlolation ofthe. 
Spirit , by the gentleneſſe of Jeſus Cheſt , that A 
when the white throne thallbe ſer up , be not with. 
their fair words. Though my ſpirit be aſtoniched , ne 
Covenab , that belp may be had againſt theſe men ; yer my* 
heart trembleth , ro entertain the leaft thoughr of joyning wit 

St Andrews. Your own Brother in our commen 

Lord and Saviour , S. R, 
For my reverend Brother,' Chriſt's ſouldier in bonds, 

Mar JAMES GUOTHR Y- 


a+ with you, in whom is my delight. You are much ſuſpec- 
ing ptmy joy ; bur let me & eckers of kidy 
nown , by your laſt accounts , | and 
ning diftiotioos , which are found ont inthe matters of the 
theſe deceivers, Grace, prace be with you, Amen. 

Miniſter of the Goſpel at Stirling. 


Dear Brother. 


Wm: very oft comforted with the word of promife;rbough 
we fumble nor alittle at the work of holy providence 
Some carthly men floorizhing as a green herb , and the 

of God counted as cheep forthe daughters apd killed all the 
yr Bans, Lo yer both word of promiſe, and works of 

vi are from him , whoſe wayes arc cqual, ſtraight , Faly 
end pore. Arfor me > when Ithink of Cote cugenticions » 


XU 


Epiſti67: . Letters. | 9% 
be might juſtly have broughe to «be market-crofſe, and ronhe' 
light » my volcen and fſecrct abominations., which would have: 
been oo ſmall reproach to the holy name, and precious tracks 
of Chriſt ; but in mercy he hath covered theſe, andubapets anid 
carved out more honourable cauſes of ſuffering of which we 
acunworthy, Andnow, Dear Brother, amwckh depends 
upon the way and! manner of ſuffering , eſpecially y thas 
his precious truths be owned > with all heavenly boldaefſe 
and a reaſon of our bope given, in meckneſſe and fear; a 
the royal crown, and abſolute ſupremacy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , the prince of the Kings of the earth, avovched » 
as becometh, For certainit is z Chriſt will reigne the Fa« 
thers King in mount Zion, And his ſworn Covenant will noe 
be buried. Ir is nor denied , bur our praftical breach of Co. 
yenant firſt » and then our legall breach thereof, by enating 
the ſame miſchicfe, and fizmeing it intoa law , may heavi 
provoke our (weeteſt Lord, yer thereare afew names inthe 

that have not defiled their garments ; and a holy ſeed, on whoay 
the Lord will have mercy, like the four or five olive berrics apont 
the rop of the shaken vlive-tree , and their eye thall be roward 
the Lord their mak*r. Thinkit nor ſtrange, rhar men deviſe 
agaioſt you , whether it bero exile , rhe carth is the Lords 3 or 
perperual impriſonment , the Lord is your light and liberty 4 
ora violent and publick death , for rhe kivdom of heaven cone 
fiſts, ina fair company of glorified Martyrs, and witneſſes » 
of whom lcſus Chriſt is the cbicf witneſe,, who for that cauſe 
was borne , and came into the world. H are yee, ifyou 
give Teſtimony to the world of your preferring Ieſus Chriſtes 
all Powers; and the Lord will make the innocency and Chriſti» 
an loyalty of his defamed and defpiled witneſſes in this land , ro 


I»bine ro afrer-generations, and will take the man-child up to 


God and to his throne, and prepare a bideing place in the 

wilderneſſe for the mother , and cauſe the earth ro belp the 

woman, Be not terrified : frer not: forgive your cnemicy; 

vleſſeand curſe not; for though both you and 1 should be fileog, 

ad& heavy is the poameny and indignation from the Lord, 

'hatisabideiog the unfairblul warchmen of the Church —_ 
2 g 4 


-- 
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lend. ” The fouls under the altar are crying for juſtice, and 
there is an anſwer returned already. The Lords nn 


not carry , caſt the burden of wife and children 06 the Lord 
Chriſt , hecares for you, and therm : your blood is precious 
in bis fight, The evcrlaſtiog coofolatioos of the Lord bear 
you up, andgive youbope; for your ſalvation (if nor delive. 
rance ) is concluded. 
Sr Andrews. Feb, 15. 1661, Your own Brother, 
S. R, 


—— 


To Aberdeen. 


Reverend and dearly beloved inthe Lord. 


Race be to you and peace, from God our Father, and from 
(Ia: Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There were ſome who rendred 
thanks, with knees bowed to him , of whom is named the whole 
family in bcaven ard carth , when they heard of your work of 
faith and labour of love , and patience of hope in our Lord le- 
ſus ; avd rejoyced not alittle, that where Chriſt was ſcarce 
named in ſayourinels and power of the Goſpel, eyen in Aberdeen, 
that there Chriſt hath a few names precious ro bim , who hall 
walk with him in white. Wee looked on it ( Hee knowerh , 
whom wedeſire to ſervein our ſpirit, in the Goſpel of his ſon ) 
as a part of the fulfilling of that , the wildernes and ſolitary 
place ſhall be glade forthem ; and the deſert rhall rejoyce and 
bleſſome 4s a roſe, But now it is more grievous to us, thans 
thouſand deaths y when we bear, that you are sbaken , and (ſo 
ſoon removed from that, which you once ackrowledged to be 
the way of God. Dearly beloved , the sheep follow Chrifh, who 
callerb rbem! by name, a ſtravger they will nor follow ; but 
flee from him , forthey know not the yoice ofa ſtranger. 

You koow the way, by which you were ſealed rothe = res 
.demption ; and ye received the (pirir by the bearing of faith , 
not with that way , except ye ſee there be no reſt for your 

© horhercia ; neither liſten ro them , that ſay , many were 
4 . goons 
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Epiſt. 68. Letters. va cot 
converted under Epiſcopal, alſwel as under prerbyterial geverws 
ment; And yet the godly gave reſtimony againſt bubops: 
for the inſtruments of coaycrfion loathed Fprſcopacy » with 
the ceremonies thereof, and never (calcd it with their ſufferings * 
But we #hall defire inſtances of any engaged by oaths , and by 
the ſufferings of the fairhful meſſengers of God, and the ma» 
niteſtarion ofthe Lords preſence , inthe way you now forſake 5 
who yer turned fromit, and went one ſtep toward fEoful ſeparaes 
tioo , aod did it in that way you now alm aty and did yer flog»: 
rich and grow in grace, But we can bring proofs of mevy , 
who left it , and went further on to abominable wayes oferror« 
And you have it notin yu power, where you shalllodge az, 
night , having once left c way of God , & many , we knows 
loſt peace and communion with God, and fell 10 a condition; 
of withering » apd not being able to figd their lovers ware 
forced ro return to their firſt Husband, We ball carreat you, 
confider what a ſtumbling ic is ro malignant eppoſers of the 
way and cauſe of God , who-with their cars heard you, and 
with their eyes aw you, {d ftrenuoully take vith the g 

in their ſufferings , and profels your ſelves for religion, rryth, 
doftriac, goverament of the bouſe of God, his Covenant 
and cauſe 3 if now you build again what you once deſtroyed , 
and deſtroy what you builded ; and hall ;you not make youg 
ſelvs, by ſo doing, cranſgrefſors * How «hall it w x 
hearts of the Godly , ſtain the profetſion , darken the glor) 
ofthe Golpel , shakerhe faich of many , weaken the hag 

all , if you , and you firſt ofall in this kindome , opal fur | 
our the rorazethe walls of our Feruſalens y by reaſon 6 
which che Lord madr her terribley as an army with banners ; oy 
when Kings came) and ſaw the | au bulwarks rheteof 
they marvelled and were troubled » and baſted away, feartpok 
hold them there , and _ as of a woman is travel. Aud 
ve chall be grieved, if you sbou'd be beircs to the guiltineſrof 
breaking 4own che ſame hedge of che vineyeard , for the which 
phe (2d indignation of God purſucth this dzy the royal 
many nobles , houſes great god fair , andall the prtlari 
ia theſe three kiogdomes. And when your dear 
£3 


ard 
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weak and fainting , shall we belicye that you will leave us, and 
be divided from this ſo blefed a conjuition ? The Lord Jelus 
Chriſt , we rruſt , hall walk in the midit of 'the golden candl. 
ſticks, and be with us , if you will be gonefrom us. Brloyed 
» the Lord, we cannot but be perſwaded ofberter things of you; 
land we $hall notconeeale from you , that we _—_— vhat 
toauſwer , when we are reproved , on your behalf, in regard 
that your c e to another Goſpel-way (which the Lord avert) 
ts fo mach cbe more ſcandalous , rhart the ſudden alteration, uns 
knows:to us before , now overtakerh yoga , when menſcomea. 
you , againſt wbom the furrows of che fields of Scotland 

mn, Forget not, dear Brethren , that Chriſt hath 

nowthe- fan in bis hand , and thits is alſo the day of the Lord, 
that shell burn as an ovtn, and char Chriſt now firterh as are. 
fizcr of filver , purifying the ſons of Levi » and purging them 
as gold and filyer, that they may offer ugrothe Lord an oftcriog 
of tighreouſhes 3 and theſe that keep the word ofhis ,( nor theie 
ovn ) paricace, $hall be delivered from the hour of temptation, 
that sball come off all che carth trotry them. If you exclude 
all non-converts frda\ the vilible city of God, in which dayly 
nulticades in Scotland, in all the four quarters ofthe land, aboye 
ever odr Farkiers ſay, chrong-in to Chriſt , cball rhey nor 
$1& tothe Hons and wild brafts of the foreſt , even to Feſuits, 
heats pritftr, #adtthetr feducers : for themagiftrat hath no 
Jug ty rw oy ro hear the Goſpel » nor have you any 
arth power over*them,, as you teach and they bring” not 
el £ Goſpel and ro Chrilt our of rhe womb with - nc 
and fo they be lefr ro embrace whar Religion is moſt ſurs- 
þle ebcorrupt narare. Nor can it be a way approven by the Lord 
in Cripure, 'ro cxcbinmunicar from the vitible Church (which 
is the office-houſe & the free grace of Chriſt , and his draw- 
met} all che mulcitudes of non-codverts » "Vaptized, and viff. 
withia the Covenantr of grace , which ; A Britain, 
ormed Chatches ; and fo ro *Hit'the gares of the 
us calling upon all theſe , becauſe they are nor, in 
choſcn to ſalyation » when once you are with« 
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Epiſt. 68, .. Letters. | __ 
and A ſſyria the mork of his bands , 20d all the gentiles'f » 
for rumber axe 8s the flocks ofKrdar ; and the aburt4iritt of 
the ſea ) che-kjogdoms of our Lol andoof his Chriſt y 
pumber idfknts » a many docs and all ſuch x your charity 
cannot judge cam erts, as others doe, among beathors 264d / 
gaos , who baye not avitble claime amdiarereſt in-Chriftt Th 
candleſtick is not yours, nor the houſe; |bar Chriſt 'fixerh tid 
removeth the: one, and buildeth or caſteth down the other, 
according to his ſoveraignity, We in bumilizy jadge our 
ſelves , x Aro the chief of finners , the ſons of Zion, and 
ofthe ſeed of Chriſt : rf you remove from ns, and cary from 
hence the candleftick , ler our Father be judge , and shew us 
why the Lord hath bidden you come out from among us. We 
look upon this vifible Church , though black and ſported , as 
the hoſpital and gueſt-bouſe of fick , balt, maimed and wither= 
ed, oycr which Chriſt is Lord Phyfician and maſter z and we 
would wait upon theſe thar are nor yet in Chriſt , as our Lord 
waitedupoa usand you both, We therefore your Brethren , 
children of one Father , cannor bur, with tears and exceeding 
ſorrow of heart, carneſtly cntrear, beſeech and obteſt you by 
the love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his ſufferings, and precious 
ranſome he payed for us both, by the conſolarions of his ſpirit , 
by your appearance before the dreadful tribunal of our Lord 
Iclus, yea and charge you before God and the Game Lord Icfus ; 
whoshall judge the quick and the dead, ar his 2 ing and in 
his kingdome; Break not the ſpirits and hearts of thoſe, to whem 
you are dear as their own foul, forſake not the aſſemblies of 
the people of God , let us not divide, Not a few of the e 
of God, in this ghyre of Fife,ia whoſe name I now write, dare (ay, 
if you depart, you $ball leave Chriſt bebind you wich us, and 
the golden candleſticks, and sball caſt your ſelves ( we much 
fear } out of the hearts and prayers of thouſands , dear to Jeſus 
Chriſtin Scotland. Therefore, before you fix judgment and 
aaftice on any untroden path, ler a day of humiliation be a« 
_ upon by us all , and car Father's minde and will coquired, 
through our one common Saviour , and let us ce one anorhers 


faces at beſt conyenicacy , and plead the intereſt of Chriſt , y 
$ 1 


x. ' Rurns2troord's Letters, Epiſt, 68: 

and nor ftambled at wayes. So cxpetting 

your anſwer, weckall pray chat the Godof pero, that broug he 

gle Gem the dead curiocd Jokes, chat Shepherd of ] 

e —_ chr the blood of the everlaſtiog Covenant , 

mav you in every _ work to do bis will,work. 
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Yriſtian Reader, who ſocver thou art » into whoſe hand® 
theſe letters may come; in order tothine own eftablighment 
ia che truth , and continuing io the faith of Gods arg, vor 
tr and (cried , and that thou mayeſt not be moved my rom the 
hope of the Goſpel , a haſt heard , by the flight of 
men, & cunning craftineſſe, wherewith they ly in wait to decei® 
ve, thou art ed, to take notice, to what dreadful and 
————— » ſuch who were ring-leaders in this ſeparation, 
together with not a few of their followers (ſame | except » be= 
cauſe God bath excepted chem ; and I prays that he may (til 
both except them, an4 ler them ſcealſo the fin of what accefſion 
they had , to this, which is ſopunished in ecbers, while they 
"_ by and preſeryed ) have been left, and given upet . 
+» Remember with fear and trembling » how the great 
_ , _ coofirmerth the word of _ Co and perfor 
the counſel of his meſſengers , bath ed many 
ef thoſe, whofel off rom , and forſook the —— of tus 
Charch in Scoeland , thar which chis great Seer ( much upon 
his maſters ſcerers , becauſe he bad frequent to lean his 
head upoa his breſt, who came out of the Fathers boſome ) fore= 
ſaw would follow upon rhis turncing afide , and fall upon the 
head of ſuch forclakers of a Church » ſo often honoured by 
recciving ignal teſtimonies of the great Bridegroom!'s love te» 
wards hers as his pouſe y in rejoyceing over her with finging , 
and (o frequently helped , to give him teſtimonies ofher 
| ared affetion to him » as her Head » Husband , ſupreme Lord, 
, and Goveroour, In this we may through grace humbly boaſt , 
" ( nay deſpiſe or invie who will > we cannot doe lefſe » withour 
bciog guilty of the baſeſt ingratitude ) thac we bave nor 
inferiour ( O bleſſed behis grace to whom weowen! andiris: 
far che commendation of his glociqus goodoefſe we mencian it.) 
what ever we were beyond them, w > —————_ 
85 , as 
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the carth. Tr is rrue this ſec ſeemed at the firſt but a ſmall 
regnove ( © that thereth ſtoped their carreer, ard (toog , 
t gxriog ward, whenht wat downward.) andio a mats 
ref, whertin the great founFtions of the Goſpel were not (o 
jmmediatly concearned » nor firuck ar; yer,  afterthey had 
gone forth from us ( as 2 witneſle of his diſpleaſure againſt chax 
rent , 'avd ſchiſme made in his body z and that the truth of 
what his farthful ſerrant bad foretold them , would be the iffee 
efthat courſe , might be verified 7 that if chey departed, they 
should leave Chriſt bebinde them, keeping houſe wrhitheir mo- 
ther , ashis wiſe , in whoſe face they had fpirt , and in rum 
thus away » had made fool's haſte from home } rhere was no 
Kanding nor fixcing » till the molt fervid and furioug drivers in 
thar reve , rolicd themſelves beadlongs into this abyfle of all 
abomination, deſperat Quakeriſme ; 2nd ſo that place became 
thereafter the ſeat y ſerninary , and ſeed plot , wherein this 
roet of birrernefſe , whereby the Church of Chriſt is troubled , 
and many defiled , hath fprung vp. And I woald alfo fiir up 
thy pure. minde by way of remembrance , thatthou mayeſt be 
cſtablished in rbe preſcor terurh ,/ in beſcecbing thee to conſider 
with awful regard » how one parish particularly tm the weſt of 
Scetland with _— perſons in the adjacent places , forſake. 
ing us, andfalling off from ug, the ſame prerenſe, were 
like wiſe isthe fame manner ies Gonificaions of his dif. 
pleaface againſt theic way, evident ond denial , and con. 
triburive ro cheeſtablichment offoch; 'wbo rake gorice thereof ) 
left ofthe Lord , afrer their navy orher wanderingy , topluog 
amd precipitat themſelves ivto this dirclv, andderp piry 10 whi 
poſtrerkecy ſtill tye , without pirying themſelves 4 vehmplo® 
rcing the help of others. And though cheſeandthe like rmg ber 
heave been warning ſufficient , to all the profeſſours ofthe rturh, 
rp have cootiancd in bis goodnefſe , while they bebel# the juſt 
{crecity of God upon them which fell; yer I cantwor tonceale 
is, that, aritis agrief, beyond all rhar the ſerious ferrancs of 
the Lord have groancd wnder , or doe finde » becauſe of their 
ether ſ@erings "70 fee, how mary have followed thife per« 
vic1ous way© z by reaſon of whom the viy of truth it evil 
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| von ſo , it fills them with amazement , np yea” 
kiog and inſupportable ſorcow, to fee var a few profeiſors of 
the eruch , (© little roached ar che beart for, aod troublal w, 
the pawer and prevaleacy of thelc ſoul-murthering delafions 
bur walking wick as lirele cart , circumipettion and frare 
comecing acer this (preadiog contagion, as if thay did nor there. 
ovoke the Lord to leaverbem rothar y which oughtro 
be equally loachſome avd hateful to cher fouls , with hell, Js 
is nor ſtrange ? tharſoige will ſtand aleof from Þ relars, and 
ea hatred at , and abhorrevce of Popery, Arminianiſne; 
Eraftianiſme , Socinianiſme, Arrianiſme , fanijene, Fe« 
miliſme , Antinomianiſme, Atheiſme, and Heat miſme.$&e. 
And yet , there wilt be a fearcleſle , yea. familiar cooverſeing 
with abominable Quakers, without all duc dread of bring de» 
ſerted of God , and left} ro a defileing of themſel vey with Sa- 
tans flitne, wherewith they are beſfnared; and- thar borch'of 
hell, which is runingupon them where with many becauſe of rheir 
r00 neer approach, have beenand are infected; yeaand a | 
of them as a kinde of innocents [ which if chey be , Saran him» 
ſelf, in bis warring againſt Michael and his angels is not noe 
cent ! ] and with lelſe loating and abhorrence , rhen of any 
of the former; whereas, Qyckeriſme - may be truely called » 
[ ifche rerme be ſufficiently expreſſive of rhe 1hing ]-pure De« 
viliſme. -4 mean nor onely becauſe of what ſpecial power i 
influence Satan bath been obſerved by gracious and pravermed, 
to have had over , and upon the bodier act fpirit , 'of nora 
few 'of that monſtrous brood y but alſo becauſe, rbeſe hive 
licked up » and ſwallowed down the dung of all «hefe Int 
ſoul. dtroying berefies , hatched in hell by the Father of Falfes 
hoods i and hes; and what ſocver is in any of theſe moſt 
deadlie anddamnable, chat is ro them” rheir darling; - And 
whatſoever is the moſt mortal poiſon in the cup of their ebomt» 
nations, and hath the moſt cloſe and clcare canneRtion with 
the deftruction of the immorral ſoul , this they ſwallow tows » 
@nd yomir it up, and (puc it out again , in overy '; id 
with a peice of the black art, jar 20/that tri hes” + 
Fhis dang of hell, and (et it as mane before ſnob , as they 


w_ THE POSTSCRIPT. __ 
diſciples , ro be ſapped up and ſwallowed down; 
they may thereby poiſon, beyond the er of ag antidor , 
thoſc ſouls , whom they ſeduce 3 and while they draw them af- 
zerthem , drown them in the ſame tion with chanel ves. 
Theſe are the poor innocents you talke of. What a wonder and 
aſtonichment is ic , chat the yery ſtiok of hell , which comerh 
forth at their impure gnd polluted mouthes, in blaiphemuics a« 
gaiaſt God, his Chriſt, his Spirir , bis Word, his precious and 
pare Ordioances, the purchaſe of tbe blood of Chriſt , and the 
meaos of fellowchip , with the Father aod with bis ſoo Icſus 
Chriſt, chould pot make all, who ace , or would be repure lovers 
ofour Lor leſus Chriſt in fincerity , abborre them, as the moſt 
edious rermine, and blake | , that ever crawled our of 
the tnfernal lake, or croaked upon the face of the carth , and 
ice the (ound of their blagphemous belchbiogs , as the very fibila» 
tiop of the old ſerpent. If the ſpirit of God , call a forebidding 
co marry, and commanding to abſtain from meats , the doc- 
rims of devills , what name , or notion , can be fallen upon , 
or found fit, rounfold the nature of that dorioe, compre- 
henfire of all cheſe dotrins of devills, whereby the Goſpel hach 
bcen from the begioaing oppoſed, through Sarans blake art and 
urmoſt malice ? as if in this one chape » and fire of enemics to 
the Goſpel , were gathercd together and cemented all the ſeveral 
=_—_ that ever Abaddon and Apoliyon commanded , io his 
expeditions agaioſt the Prince Michael. For this at oace , 
and for cyer , =05 — and by conſequence , makes roid 
She whole Goſpel ofthe grace of God , and tbe all of that bleſs 
fed contriveance of (alyation, by the ſas of God's avaflain 
Savjour. This is (ach an cxplicic, uamasked , & grollc - 
fon. of the Goſpel , that it the Apoſtle » who the Gris of 
Gad, who had the minde of Chriſt , who had recciyed the 
ſpirit of lore , and ofa ſound minde , who being filled with the 
oy pets (poke to a ſcduccing Elimas » ferking xo. turac 
away the Deputy , defiring to bear the word of Gods from the 
fairh (rhe perſons are of the ſamepractile & this is the poſt » here 
the in ſers chem to ſtand centry) io theſerermes », O full of 
- (all ſonile 
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wy of all righteou/ neſſe » wil # thou net ceaſe to pervers 
we of he Lord* Would he bave ſpoke to them in avOther 
or ſtraine, being perſon s of the ſame praftiſe? and this is the 
they hun for by perverting the right _ ofthe Lord, to mur= 
ne men from the faith, once delivered rothe ſaints, & toturne a- 
way the care of any » whom they obſerve defireous to hear the 
word of God,irom the truth , that they may turne them wara 
their blaſph-rqous fables,& bewitch even theſe ivtoa diſobedien. 
ce to the Goipel , before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath beep evi- 
denely (er forth, crucified amongſt them. Yea if be would, & ac- 
tua. ly did curſe.cven 2D argel frem heaven, upon a ſuppoſition of 
a l g: & low: r degree ofperverfion of the Goſpel of Chriſt ;how 
would hc have ſent this race of men a packing » withour morea 
doe, the way he (crt Hymineus & Alexander,whom be delivered 
unto Satan, that they maghr learne not to blaſpheme ? As after bis 
exawple, many of them were dealt with , by our faithſul men » 
wheo io calc; who, by drawing out Church cenfures, delivered 
the body from being gangren'd by ſuch members: but while we 
are now kerprt,from makeing uſc of this moſt proper remedicythe 
holy ghoſt hath ſupplied it, in a moſt rremenduous manner , and 
viel an a vitneſts, as he muſt be blinde, who ſcerh them oot , 
carry abour with them, the blakeſt-like badge, & moſt unqueſtis- 
nable-like charater and cognilance of being cur off from that 
Church , that he washerh with his own blood z which chey are 
lefrro blaſpbeme , and trample underfeor , that ever any race 
of Apoſtars were ſiigmatized with. And that ocher diſciple 
likewiſe , who breaths forth ſo much of lore ,, is moſt peremp= 
tory in prefling thoſe,whom ——_— tothe love of Chriſt, 
of the brethren, to a profeſſed dereftation of ſuch enewics to 
Chriſt; in ſo much , that ke will not haveany , who would 
witnefſe their love to him, who witneſſed his love to his 
in ſending his onely ren ſoa into the world,to be a pope 
tion ſor their ſins , that they who were dead in fins and arefſ» 
es, might live through him » ro receive them into their 
ſes , or give ſuch faftors for Satan , theleaſt of countenance, 
or cncouragment. And heres by the way y let me ſer before 
thee the practiſe of that great man of God, Myr Fobn _—_ 
ion 
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fan ( of whor,, wichoutyanity , or being judged to hold mens 

in admiration for advantage, I teare not to lay , that 
incheday he was taken up from us, I knew nor fo great an 
ambaſiadour for Chriſt ick behinde upon the earth. © to ſee 
ſome, on whom this Elizab's mantle is fallen? ) asa fie patera 
in the caſe for thy imitation ; who, when one of theſe maſter. 
ſeducers , and grand trafficqurs, ro defile the world, and 
bewixch it ivto the ſame damoable delufion , whereto he, as a 
jutpunisthment foc bis levity is Religion, and what be bimſelf 
may know befids, was left , pretending old acquaintance , 
came to make him a vidt> would not receive him into bis 
houſe, as juſgeing , he could not otherwiſe have witneſſed , 
bis haycing received Icfus Chriſt ro dwell in his heart ang 
houſe, then by ſuch a praftiſe 3 and herein he made bimfelf ag 
example forus , to follow ſuch a follower of God , as a deare 
child. O let all, who bope to Le ſaved by Iefus Chriſt, andrs 
whom God hath made him wiſdom,righteoulueſle, ſanGtification 
ind rvedewprion : All, who koow noother way of bring juſti. 
fied before thetribunal of God , bur by the icpured rightcouſs 
neſſe ofbim » whoſe name is the Lord eur righieouſneſſe ; or 
ſaved and ſarified, but by his workiog ip them to will and 
todocs, who bath redeemed them from their vaine converſa« 
tion by his own blood : All, who being juſtificd by faith, bave 
ever had ,. or bope to bave peace with God through our Lord 
*\ Teſus Chriſt: All, whonow fit together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt , and-who arcpreſc: v:d by the power of God through 
f:ith unto ſalyation: All, who know no other fourtaine to 
bath their leprous ſoul in » nor ſtreame to bleatch their ſported 
and black ſoul by » that they may appeare before God withque 
ſpor , burthe blood of Iefus Chriſt, which cleavſerh from all 
inquiry , even his blood , who for this purpoſe did, through 
rheerernall ſpirit , offer up him(clf without ſpot unto God: All, 
who have found the (weertrelſc of the ſcriptures » and bave felr , 
how their heart burot withio them , while he ralked with tberne 
an] opened theſc untothems and their care, and heart to res 
ecive what was ſaid; All, who have been by theſe made 
wiſt unto (alyation; All, that ever hayc had acccfle ro God 
through 
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through Chejft » and know no other way of accepred ; 
but in the beloved: All who ſeethemfeire (aodr devil hark 
put out his eyes,who ſees it not under a neceffity » though 'm 
a clean ſtate z of makeing dayly uſe of the blood of Chriſt, in 
order to a keeping op of tcllows hip betwixt them and the Father 
and hi: or Lefus Chriſt , while here , and of being admirrtcd rs 
have 2 part with him hereafter ( for that mans feer $hall never 
ſtand within that glorious city » whereinto nothing thar defil. 
eth or worketh abomination can enrer » which Chrift doth 
ror washy if I warb thee not thou shall bave no part with mt , 
is his own word, to a perſon inaclean ſtate) All, ro whoſe 
ſouls, ater they had received the ſentence of death in themſelves, 
God hath ſpoken peace upon the account of his Chriſt, whois 
our peace: All who, knowing they can doe nothing withogr 
him » live under a (cen necefſicy of dayly drawing firengrh 
from Chriſt, who works in them both to will and to doe, and 
muſt pcrfef that which concernerh them , aud look onely for 
the acceptation of thrir ſervice , in and through Chriſt : All, 
whoſe great All ir is, tobe found in him , in cheday of their 
appearance » not having their own righteouſoeſſe , bur thar 
which is through the Faith of Chriſt, even the righreouſneſſe 
which is of God by faith: All, who becauſe they have finned 
and comeshort of the glory of God , know noother way , bur 
to throog-in amongſt theſe ungodly , who are juſtified freely 
by his grace , through the redemprion that is in Chriſt Ieſus, 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation chrongh faith 
in his blood ; All, whoſe cycs God hath opencd , and toroed 
from darkeneſſeto light , and from the power of Satan unre 
God, that they may reccive foregiveneſſe of fing , and an inhe» 
rixance amongſt them thar are ſanRiked , chrough faich rhar js 
iohim : All, who have, or hopeto have redemprionthr 
hisblood , even the foregivenelle of fins: All, to whom he 
harh given ao underſtanding to koow him that is tryc,? and fa 
whoſe heart he hath written his law , and pur his feare That 
they «ball not depart from him: © All, into wboſe foul-tie bath 
shined , to give them the light ofthe knowledge of the glory 
of God, in the face of Icſus Chriſt , while rhus Goſpel 1s bid 
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from ojbers: All > who have reccived that ſpirit, whichis of 
= Snob E—_ _— 

bs Mllegalcbed om a natural man, who recei. 


verk{ nor rhe the ſpirit of God, ( for the hi pirch 
and pcrieFjon of aatural mens light judgerb theſe things foo- 
licknefſe, The world w1/dom knew not God ) neither 


can be know them , becauſe they are (piruually diſcerned: All, 
who cver have been made in his hobſc of prayer , and bave 
been admitted to walk with the Kiog in the galleries , where be 
is held; All, to whoſe foul be hath codeared and commended 
ordiaances , and who hare found the Goſpel , ro be the power 
of God unto falvation ; All , who arc _ partakers of the 
tobe revealcd, and who hope to lic downe in the grave » 
under the comfortable hope of a glorious reſurreftion » and 
_————— the ion that their vile body 
body , according tothe working whereby be is able even ro 
ſabdoc allchiogero hicafel ; and that they thall be o__ up 
in the clouds , to meet the Lord in the aire , and ſoghall be ever 
with the Lord: _ All, who would obtain the falvatioo, which 
is in Chrift Jeſus with crernal glory: inaword, all, who are 
Chriſtians, on whom that worthy vame is calleds as the 
out preiGon Who profefic fairh is bim » whom 
hath ſcor and ſcaled to be the ſaviour of the ward; that 
eve Mediator , which is berween God and man, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus , who gave bim(cifa ranſome for all; ro be teſtified i due 
time gz he who is the ſceond perſoo of the bleſſed Trinity , the 
eternal Son of God » cqual tro, and conſubftamcial with the 
Father , but perſonally diftiot from him ; incarnar , by af. 
ing the nature of man y in the wombot the virgin Mary, 

by which bc became Immanucd , God and man in twodiſina 
natures » unite ip ove fingular perſon ; who is the ſubſtance of 
the 1, andthe myſtery of Godlineſle. This which com. 
the AL Ta lalvatiov, and conſolation ; yea 

the ff of Chriftian Religion » is ſo wrapt up bercin s that , 
what ſoever firiks ar this, ftriks at name and thing of Chriſti. 


4, an Religion , robs us efthe whole Goſpel , and rurnes us over 
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into pure Heatheniſme, sburs us out cxernally from all acceſ(c os 
God , and makes our falyation for ever hie i le , for if 
we beleeve not , that He is that Hey wesball diein our finy, and 
yet every Article of this, that they may for ever deſtroy the 
foundations of Galyation y is by chem gned and ſubyerted. 
They, purting a falſe Chriſt in ſtead ofthe true Jeſus, the ſon of 
David» our onely Saviour; Denying Chriſt to be the ſecond per= 
ſon of the trinity; Denyiog Chriſt robe a ſingular perſon, Deny- 
icg Jclus the ſon of Mary to bethe alone true Chriſt ; bur af= 
firmeing Chriſt to be a common ſort of thing , robe found in 
every man z as it wis in che ſon of Mary, even the common light, 
to be found in the minde of every man in the worldz;, Afﬀirmung 
leſus the true Chriſt , the (on of Mary y tobe onely an ordinary 
veſſel, which containeth this light, as the ſpirit of every orher 
holy man doth; & ſo, nor onely pulling down our cxalred Prince 
from his throne of glory ; but putting their falſe prophers io big 
place, cloathiog them with the glory of bis proper titles, as being 
Chriſt aſwell as He ; becauſe containing the ame light with his. 
Thus doe they blaſpbeme that worthy name, by the which weare 

called, T hus doe they rob ourSaviour,the onely Lord Iefas Chriſt 
who is the brightoefle of the Fathers glory» & the expreſle image 

of his perſon , of his glorious prerogative and majeſty ; and 

in contempt of this exalted Prince , and Saviour » cloath them- 

ſclves with the (poiles of his honour. And thus doe they rob 

the Church of him, whom God hath given » to be her 

Head, and Saviour ; that fo, haveing turned the world with 

themſclyes into a (poagoger of Satan » they may enrich hell. 
This is the great myſtery of their iniquity » and a monſter jr is , 
in chew and ſubſtance , andin all dimenfions of devilry , prodi= 
pious , ond any hape » Satan ever yet aſſumed , or wherein 

ethewed himſelf in the world. The Lord rebuke thee O Satan! 
even the Lord, who hath ſent his onely begorren ſon iczjorhe 
world, ro be the alone propitiation for fins, and prepared 
him a body for that purpoſe ; rebuke thee ought to be the 
conſtanc language ofthe heart of every oac, to whom Chrift is be- 
come a ſaviour » till he caſt forth this blaſphemous ſpiric ouc of 
thoſe demoniacks. For what elſe is this, which proceederh out ot 
the caputks of ſuch perſons , bur pare Helliſave © 26 man ſures 
; n vhe 
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who bark ever heard the Goſpel of the grace of God ,, or is ac - 
qtaitited wirh rhe very ficſt principles of F oracles of God, bur, 
he avuſt conclude , men of rhar ſpire, malice and dialc& , men 
who talke at this rate of railiog againſt our Immanuel! , againſt 
his boly child Jeſas, that child borne unto us, avd that ſon given 
mary us who is yer the mighty God,the everlaſting Fatherzthe Prin- 
ec ofpcace , muſt be the very tandidars of hell, and have com. 
meaced in the infernal regions, where , more blake, more a. 
bortinable, more horrid and bold blaſphemiecs, cannot be belch. 
ed forth. 1 ſay therefore, O ler all, who have the name of Chrift 
called upon them ; All, ro whom that bleſſed nameis as an oint. 
ment poured forth , and to whom he is precious , even he whom 
the Father hath laid in Zion , fora foundation, and corner tone; 
diſſillowed indecd of theſe builders , bur choſen of God and pre= 
cious: All, who ſeck a fure reſting place for their ſoul ; for 
whoſoever beleeverh on him chall not be achamed.. Avd all, who 
kdoy no other (olid foundation, for other foundation cav no man 
lay, then that is laid » which is Icfus Chriſt, be is the ſure and 
fol: fourdicion, ler them carry towards this race of runagads's 
from the very real profeſſion of Chriſtianity , as Satan ſpecial a « 
and emiſſarics , who with a malice, infuſed by rheir maſter , 

nd reſembling bim , anda peculiar keennefſe , fory and rage), 
a5 fer 0a fire by bell, blaſpheme the rrue Saviour, our bleſſed Lord 
Tefiis , who, being come of the Fathers according to the flesh , 
is God over all bleſſed forever ; and fight agaioft rhat one , that 
alone Way of Galration , which is cow made manifeſt , by the ap- 
ring of our Saviour Tefus Chriſt , who hath aboliched Jeath, 
and hath brotght life and immortality to light through the Goſs 
I. Abdin proſecution of this war , and purſuence ofthis open 

| ontlicy againſt heaven, and chat ir may appeare whoſe angels 
chey are , Yoder whoſe banner theyGghte , who ſends them , (er- 
ved himſelf by them , fers ther on work , and drives therp, it 
theirreftleſſe comppaſſcing of ſea and lapd, to proſelyte poor ſouls, 
and draw them into the ſame conſpiracy with theinſelves, againſt 
gur odely Lotd Telus Chrift , avd the alone way of falvition by 
im , they © » #s incenſed with malice and rage, the me- 
jators miniſters and meſſeagers , ſcat forth to preach this evet= 


hiting C6\pt! , and ro poi the Lich bf God , who tak . 
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eth away the fins of the world. And while they are preaching 
the kingdome of God, and teaching thoſe things which conceroe 
the Lord Icfus Chriſt , ſerting forth Chriſt evidently crucified 
before their eyes, that they way look unto him aad be ſaved? Aad 
prexching Galvatioo in the name of this Jeſus of Nazareth , and 
tcſlificing » that as God bath exalted bim tobe a Prince apd a Sa» 
viour , to give repentance and forgiveneſle of fins z fo, there is 
no other name given under heaven» by which men muſt be 
ſaved. Theſe are the glade tideings of great joy forall the le, 
which make the feer of him who oublicherk thera beauritul, apd 
this is che marine ofthe Goſpel ofthe grace of God (yea that with- 
out which there is co Goſpel and no Llvacion) that all may know 
aſluredly, that through this man , whois both Lord and Chriſt , 
is preached unto them the foregiveneſſe of fins » andthat J 
him , all chat beleeve arc juſtified , from all things , from whic 
they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes : while | ſay, bis 
miniſters are abour this , ſtriveing according to his working » 
which worketh io them mightily , rheſe falſe propbers, and 
ſeducers , after the ſarue method and malice of Bay - Feſus, with- 
ſtand them , and ſeeke to turne away their heaters from thefaith , 
yea they (eck ro diſlwade the people trom hearing the Lords mel- 
ſengers ſpeaking in the Lords meſſage , in te very ſtile apd 
ſtraive and ſpirit of Rabrbakeb. Let nor theſe men (lay they of 
miniſters of Chriſt ) deceive youz Neither let ther make you 
rruſt in the Lord Feſus Chriſt , ying this Lord Jeſus will ſure. 
ly ſave you tothe wmoſi, Hearken not uotothem, turne you 
ro the light within you. This common thing , that is tobe found 
in every mans That"s the Chriſt which muſt ſave you, and rge 
this Chriſt, the onely ſon 0/ God {as they .talke , and zould pETr=- 
{wade you ) incarnas by aſſumeing the nature of man in the | 
of the virgin Mary, And if amoogſt all rhele Ambaſſadours » 
to whom the miniſtry of reconciliation is commirred, there 
one » more eminently qualificd then another , ro whom his mal- 
ret ao irene heely ipirirual dexterity , in beſeechings. prays 
ing , and perſwadeing men » to be recanciled unto God 3 on 
hath made bis onely begorten ſon , the Lord lefus Chriſt , fin for 
ther , that they may be made the righteopſacdle of God jp bimm: 


Que, mboſe «hiacing light ,  (p(Durning;544l froup Bn tg-he 
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a ſtar beld in bis maſters cight hand; One, whom leſus Chit 
doth molt remarkeably countenance y io bis adminiſtrations , un 

makecing manifeſt the ſavour of bis knowledge by him amoo 
the people: One , highly cſtcemed for his works fake , aod co 
deared to the lovers of our Lord Telus Chriſt, for his careing 
naturally for the flock , & cravclling in birth cill Chriſt be form. 
ed in his hearers: One, by whole miniſtry Satan's dominiog 
over ſouls is deſtroyed, and they viadicat into the glorious libets 
_ the ſoos of God ;; then, as if they were the (ole Trujftees 
Satan had upon the carth, and his ovely Fanegarics, fited for 
that work ; or, as ifthey wereſcar expreſſe from hell , they (et 
themſelves in oppoftition to this man , and all who walk with 
him , in the ſame (pirit » and fn the ſame ſteps» and doe allthey 
can , by their bowling , to blaſt the miniſtry of ſuch a worker 
together with God. , As the miniſters of Jeſus Chrilt are the 
men io the world , agaiofſt whom they have the moſt pure and 
rfe@t hatred ; (o, it is againſt thoſe miniſters , more particy- 
larly, who are moſt render and edificiogy, and by whoſe labour a» 
mongſt the people , their Lord and malter., who feat them, fees 
of the travel of his foul and is farisficd , that they + as the mi- 
niſters of Satan , ſer themſelves. Very fir melſcogers of Satac acc 
they, ifany were caughr uptothe third heaven , ro bufſer him. 
I appeale in chis mater to the experience and obſervation of all , 
who take norice of their way, and how lirtle they trouble others, 
"their maſter fearing lirtle » or finding linle dammage to hir 
dominion and kingdome, by theſe lazy [y byes and idle Lovterers. 
Let this sho1t hint of chat uokallowed generation pur ws» 
net onely'to weep tofſce, what a dominion Satan hath obtain. 
ed oycr ſuch poor uaſetled fouls, who every day wax worſe & wor» 
ſe, deceiving & being deceived; bur allo, to ſhady more cagtion & 
'citcutmſpettion in our way, for the furure, & that in order, both eo 
our owe preſervation, that that wicked on touch us not, nor have 
accefſe to rumble us headlong in this gulfr, & alſo in order co the 
"recovery ( ific bepoſſible) of ſome, at leaſt, of thoſe,out of rhis 
ſcare of the devil , who are taken captive by hja at bir pleaſace, 
Lex all may — Amr warns of would nor become 2 
fare ro others , by ag them by their cxamples ro 
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ver» 254 ſtand aloofe from this generation, that they may 
be Gved» 

[t may and oughero beremembred, and regret by all of us , 
that when Satan firſt fer up by theſe proxies , and appear in 
this diſguiſe ro aft ypon the age , be gained nor alicrle ax Vie 
firſt aſlaulc, by our contempt and ſecurity. For every onethought, 
the devil was turned duns » and had plaid the wrong ecard, and 
failed is his politicks , in falling upon the leaſt probably rakeing 
way, thatever he had yet attempred, how either to pr c 
his owne kingdome of darkenelſe, or oppole the comelan'oFabe 
kingdome of the ſon of God , in (o cleare 2 day of the Golpele 
shincing brighcacſſe. And therefore, bow ever men were ama- 
zed at the appearance of (uch a monſter , (and the more they were 
amazed at its fize and shape, the more they thought ther 
{clves exempted from all care , to trouble themſelves in relli 
the world, thatic was ſuch, and whence it came , and whither 
it went ; it was raken by the moſt diſcerning for grated, that 
the devil interded this piece of ridiculous pageantry » onely for 
an interludcythar o,while we were gazciog and mocking,he mighe 
fill the ſtage with Rome's abominations. And the more judicioas 
canvot bur diſcerne » bow the devitio this drefle, hath had the 
aſſiſtance of his old Cabal, the Conclave » and by the brimſtor, 
which iſſyc out oftheir mouths » wherewith ſo many are killed, 
they may well be judged to make up one of Abaddons legions) 

FFoube with moſt , that the Chriftian worlt, 
eſpecially cheſe Churches , which had enjoyed fo fair a day , and 
had been in a manner the valley of yifios , could nor be cheared 
iocoalikeing of this hell-blake compound of all the moſt dam- 
nable bereGes ; and judged , that there was but little reaſon 
to fearc , that Satan sbould prevaile much , or make ary vo- 
table inroads upos the Church , while he appeared (o like himſet; 
Yea it was thought impoſlible , that any, who had but the uſeof 
his reaſoo , much lcfſe any, who profeſſed religion , could be be- 
witched and profelyted into a way , which ſcemed a 
owneanmidot with it , becauſe its poiſon was ſo palpable, and St» 
tan bad been ar (o little pains to buske this booke » or hid bis ma- 


hee , indefigneing to marther as many , as should ſwallow this 
lope, Nay » (oms wear pubd op, and tashed at the feare of * 
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:, inſtead of being d affected , ro fee y what fpiri 
Judgement and ons , _—_ thereby ned Sik 


BP lobe poured forth , upon a le, who bad walkd, bY © 
: Un cably to that degree of WA. Goſpel light, which bad leps* 

k #þined amongſt us ; Alas ? it is ourfolly, to think , that 
Saffio plays the fool alWayer , when be purs on hood and bells ! = 

, for , heperceivcing the temper and untenderveſſe of many high 


*  prerenders, who bad not received the truth in love, aod per» gy 
eciveing how io platc of pure religion and uodefiled before God , A - 


8 giddy gaudincile was cntertained , as the badge of a progrel- 
five knowledge, and looked upon, as an bigh atrainmeot: Sarao, 

| thi 
I (ay, obſerveing the propenfion of many , to rurne away their 


eares from the ſolid ſubſtantial and (aveing truths of the Goſpel, w 
and how ready they were to be turned unto fables , appeares in T 
this drefle, and when men in their gaudy giddineſſe- camero f| 1; 


gaze , when they ought rohave looked on with thereate in their 
eye , allona ſudden, be opens this luce of hell upon them, Y 1, 
.apd (pus this flood out of his mouth after the woman , who had 


brought forth the man child of reformation { by which be was 6 
coraged , becauſe thereby caſt uaro the _ that be might Re 
cauſe ber to be carried away of the flood. Oh if this day we could Ae 
remember our faults , and weep ever cur folly , who carticd in ki 
that day, as ignorant of Satans devices! for , though we ourſel- G 
*v*£xhad been ſomeway ſecured yu his ſucceſſe, in this garbe as 
and zhape » after the light had shined in fuch a meridian bright» 
,pefſe amongſt us 4 yet it became usz to have been deeply affc&t- p 
cd at this diſmal appearance , leſt rhe rumor of the riſe of ſuch t 
ageneration , after ſo muck endeavour to reforme the Church , li 
4hould have given Saran the advantage of creating ſuch a pre- r 
Jodice > agaiuft all artemprs for reformation , in other Churches; b 
as that they » upon bearing what giddipeſſe and 9 y de- 4 
lafons ſome were delivered over unto, in a Church of theſe en- F 
_dtavours, might abandon all eſſayes that way , and bleſſe rbem+» > 
fires io a ſupine neglet, of what is yer unqueſtionably their due- 

® .,vy. Bur that which gave $zran the greateſt advantage ofall, was 
this, [rhat moſt men 2t firſt did, (2nd nota few contigueto doe l 
Aoco this day } out of a kinde of foolizh pity » look ther , 4 -, 
{ 


1656 well, meaning kinde of harmleſſe , thgugh batfe, hallockd » 
; NN 
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perſons. And cherefore cooverſed with rhettt , ; 
or heoded necefigy of fearcing a beliig 1 icy rar © 
leproly » which wav got up ivto their head , and for w y 
chould have been pur out of the camp ofta 1ſrach of _ k 
utterly unclean, Aud benee ir came to paſſe , thar the whey ol 
diſliine and conternpt of that ſoare , faid ro day, mark R v. 
todoe this great evil, began to barke wich them ro Marfow , oy 
theſun of righteouſnelſe , and all the _— that is wwdes hag» 
wings, and co belch forth blaſphemics againſt che way and work. ——_—_ 
of God.  Ler no mat therefore wonder at Satans fuccdlle, vwdte -- 
this shape » or at the ſpreading ofthis contagious leproſy ; Nay, 
let bim conclude withour a peradventure , that it will cerraibly 
ſpread further , if the courſe, ſo proper to preſerve onr ſelves and _ 
cure them, preſcribed by our bleſſed Lord, the gear OE : 
his Church , be not followed, Let them therefore be thutiet'; 
that they may be asbamed , when they fiade themſelves Niok is 
the noſtrils ofall , who ſavour the things of God, and shut our | 
from all » who are called by his precious 2ame , as perſons bears "* | 
ing and branded with avorther game and marke. Lear oe man 
who would not expoſe himſc}frorhe ſnare of the devil, and har= + 
den them to deſtruttion, liſten uoto them, receive them into _ 
his houſe , or carry any otherwiſe towards them, then towards 
Satans agents and angels; who arc ſo known by cheir ralksg 
and toakens , that ſcarce tan ir be ſaid, they traveforme themed 
ves into angels of light , that they tnay with che grearer facili. 
ty promoye the kingdome of darkeneſlc. Ler re therefore 
beſcech , and obtcſt all che fearers of God, to whoſe hands theſe 
lines shall come , by cheirlove to him, by their longing after 
the comeing of Chriſts ore » and cheit defiites of che earrh's 
befng filled with the knoVIiedgeof his gloty » 4 the waters coy. 
ber the ſta ;by the love they have to their owne itnmorral ſouls, 
the ſalvation of the preſear generftion, andpoſterity, Yea, ber 
meEmake bold ro charge them , in rhe name and authority of the 7 
great God, and —_ Jclus Chriſt , and by their dreadful |: 
appearance before him "ated as evet they ExlpeRt ro be admitted to  * 
_ Chrit'scompany , and finde a place amongſt them, - whoarelay= 
cd and warhed in his blood , and made Kings and Preiſts unto 
God , and bis Father , AE IITING mm—_ 
4 hains 
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anemies ro the true fo 
2 5 hnched, or Satan fer on work , af perry ym and obſtruct 


. path way of Glracion, totheir own perdition ; yea, and as perſons fidk 


with this race 


Golpel. The adequar remedy , its rac, is nor in che fans 
» norany privat Chriſtian ; But God hathypur this plaiſter imo e- 
very hand , and hath made it eaſy for him to apply i while other 


Crochet anpoliored, and par whereby he my grace , pre- 
Ga hen and polibly and pare from the ror f the _/ "nx 
bly recover ome of them. Ler bim n compli. 


pm egnt Fre of God , diſcountenance theſe rraders ard nafloquers 
adorn, and ler him ban all converſe with ther. Enter not into the path 
theſe wicked perſons, and goe not in the way of theſe evil men , avoid | 
It , paſi® riot by ic , turte from it and paſſe away. For their houſe enclineth | 
mnt death , and their paths unto the dead. None ( atleaſt few) that goe 
nan won rerurne againe, neicher take they hold of the paths of life. 1f 
any defpiſe our Lords preſcription , and doe otherwiſe , let neither himſelf 
athers wonder , if,as a juſt punizhment of this prefampruous conrempr, 
En caught into the inare.O feare this infatuation , which bath 
over taken {0 many , to that height , that they wrangle and wreſt, with. 
oura blath , the word of life , and the ſcriprares, boldi forth the plaine 


an Hydrephaby, ſeare onely, ret ny I O beware, 
bats pon ar dolefoll , and fo ama a ſpeRtacle and docu. 
ment of divine diſpleaſure before your eyes, v being led away with 
the error of the wicked fall from your own dedfaſtnefſe! But labour ts 
in grace, avd in the knowledge of our Lord and ſaviour jeſas Chriſt, 
then & is impoſſible not to grow in an ebllarrence ot name cad | 


MG url nnd ple ectempragainkt the ure of the Lords proſper- 
jg in the meffincor's hand , and his ſeeing —- eg, being 
ſanded , tharever Satan made of II + Thave 
ply coantS-to 2 Ranks fate, aa therefore commit « 

FIR 25 bs grace , who is of po- 
and preſent thee fault- 


exceeding joy, I berg 
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M BRiſco in Galloway. 
Itty wwrby'& drier Brother, 


q FT ipend not your (or find « obG& which runncth y 
ME feck your Lord wo ew ler me obtain if ita. 


for a omiſe x0 Godyby his to take 
| yours Heaven u wx 
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ia the Lord, wake 


driakiog , 

in abfeoce from the Kirk , as far 

ther Pirich I hear » man is ro be in to thar place, | 
which 1 have God's right : I know d have am 

God's word is that : 'A 


8. 1: S120. . 
3» F. Ye would beloarh that any” Prater | 
of your pofſeſiion carrhly . an4 this is youn | . 
your wile. Grace be with you. ' RR 
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s coaſolations ; now 

+ bot oct ad, Lam » but I dic nor ; | have 

but | want nothing ; this water cannot drown me , this 

RY bure ax , becauſe 6f the &ill of bim that davelt 
> . inthe nah. The worſt things of Chriſt, bis reproaches , his 
. crofſe , is berrer then Egypr's treaſures. He bath opened his 

- > door, & raken inco bu © of wine, a poor Goner, & hah lefe 

”” - ae do fick of love for ory Lord Jeſus, that if heaven were at 
| , I would give it for Chriſt , & would not be cone 
zeve.g0 £0 to heaven, except | were perſwaded Chriſt were there: 
4weuld nor give not exchange my bonds for the Prelags velvers; 
priſon for rhejr _ my 6ghs for all the world's 


_ ver -* ths tlay idol, the world , hath oo great court in 
* my foul: Chill hath come , & run away to heaven with wy 


(heart & mytorey (o that neither beart gar love is mine: ; 1 pray 
God. ' Chriſt may keep both withour ceverſion. Io myſt» 
mation » as Lam vow diſpoſed, if my part of this world's clay 
were rooped & fold , lwoold rhiak w-deer of a drivk of we- 

gs 1 ft Chrill's love is fo Kingly , that it will not abide a mar- 
PELACIOW 7 it moſt have a throne , all alopeip the ſoul , & 1 ſer apples 
guile baizus , bowbcigthey be worm- eaten ; the morh earen 


pled- 


that which chis world knoverb not therefore doenbrany 3 

(eek is : "The grace of our Lard lelus Chriſt be with you, , rw 
Aberd, March. 14. Yuur: in hir ſweet Lork 
1637. Jeſs, %. KR; ; 
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Ts the right howenrable wy Lord 3 
L1XD$4Y 


Right benour able Of my very god Lord. ..._- | 


Race , mercy & peacrhero your Lor Pardonmyt wa 
och to expreſs my (elf to your Lo: & his G5 neetfal$ 
tice» When your weatied & friendleſs mat bers birk is looking 
round abour her , to (ceitf any of her ſons doecrh really benjes *- 
her defolation : Therefore, my drar Of worthy Lord, 1 
you inthe bowels of Chriſt, piry char Diets Bert hank 
o/ Chriſt. 1 koos , her hutrband us not dead 3 but be earner 


to be in an other countrey , & ſceth well, & beholderk who 
his trge & render hearted fricods , whod ire ventures 


waxcr to bring out to dry land faking wruth, & who! "hae. 
Monkees wile their arm , to warden off rhe 'n 


tn nn 
new ume , my worthy tf noble Lerd , foryem'; wWhanrt 
{ror rider + ie rage 3 
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far from fubyefting theavelves to the 
burſt his boeds aſunder , and 
when Chnſit is on borſe- 


”el ey us we mult have another $10 


Chrift in his own bouſe. Therefore koerl to Chriſt a 
the Sow and Ter him have your Loz vore; as your as 
Law-girer. Iam fore, when you leave this waſte 
h + of chis peruhing life, aod thall reckon with your 
p , Gao hence and rake chipping , & make over for 
Mrnity., which is che yonder fide of Game, & a ſand-glals 
threeſcore zhore yerrs ts running out; To look over 
pulder then , rothar which ye have done, wn, & 
& for Chriſt, his dear bride { that be wich 
pod , which 1 more precious gold, ) & for trualy , 
of Chrilt's Kingdom ;. your accounts chall more 
@ laugh upon you » then if you bad two world'e 

co pfteriry. dear 
ray, ment , 


iurs at Noble , 

- $.- 
of vine is 
now told thee half an och, andto pay the evening 
of the +» ofthis old and gray-haucd warld} 
be fixed & Fault for Chrift & his crach fos 2 i 
him > wheſc life goerh our ar bis noftals , who hall die. 


our for bim: 
in baok in Chriſte hand. Kings car 
lictle clay gads and tim's-idols; but a : 
King «hall deery and darken all the glory ofthis world, © #9 © 
the day of Chit, ruth hall be track, and 00g trealeny 
Ala! irispiuful , that filence , when the thatch of our Caad's 
houſe bath take fire, is now the flower and 1he bloom of © 
court and fare - wildom; Ard re calt a ing eve 4 
good profegion , { a3 if it blurbed ac lights Fa 5 
canny and ſure way through this life: Rar the i 
i am perſwaded, is, to rige & win wah Cheit, ers 
fairly for him; for heaven is but a company of Natl ” 
venturers for Chriſt, I dare hazard mycanl, Chit thai 
row green and bloſſom as the roſe of Sharon yer in Stut- 
and , howbcit now his leaf feemeth ro wither, and his roam: 
$ dry up. Your noble Anceftors have been inrolled 
moogt the wonhics of this nation» as the fury frjendy 
en; and yahage for Chriſt: I dewe.J 
oa , to come to the firects for rhe fame = 
world is (till ar yea & nay with Chriſt; it shall be your glory, 2 
. T the (ye foundation of your houſe { noy. when are 
tagÞling down , & birds buil41og choir arftghFychorns & beiges - 
axe groving up, where Noble: did (pread a SS88{ you tagage > 
4 At V « RR 4 
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4 urns , 
' c* #4 p — 
the crear wang oagwnd opn 'rops :- alt che world 
£ fil before bim, & ( as God livcth Y every arm lifred up 16 
>. Effie the crowo of his royal bead, or char refuſerh is upon 
5 Ii head, ghallbe broken from the choulder-blad: the eyes that 
Fu. behold Chriſt werp in lackcloch , & wallow in his bloody, & 
will uot help, even cheſs eyes ball roc away ig theie eyo-halcs, 
QC if yes; & the Nobles of this land , aw the trzury of thar 
: wonder , Iclugour King , & the glory of him , whois 
+ & heavens wonder for excelicncy 4 Oh whar 
would men count of clay-cftates , of timme-caren life; of worm 
exten & mech-cattn worldly glory , in compariſon ofthat fnr- 
. <&, faireſt of Gody creation , the ſon oF rhe F ather's d: lyghts, : 
have bur {inall experience of ſufferiog for bim, bur let my ludge 
& wiznels in heaven lay my foul in the ballancr of juſtice » it | 
finde not 2 y beaven, & a line Paradifc of glorrous Come 
fore, '& foul-delighting lovt-kilſes of Chriſt , here beacath 
the moon , indeCring ot him & his eruth ; & thar glory, joy, 
& peace, & fre of love, I thought had been kept while (uper- 
tide , when we hall ger leiſure to feafFour fill Chriſt; 1 
have felt it in glorious beginatogs , ts my boods for this prince- 
Loed Jefus.” Oh ! ic is my (orcow , my daily pain, chat 
nor come & fcc : 1 would now be achamed to beleeve , 
ir chould be poſſible for any foul to think , that be could be 
a laſer for Chriſt, hesbould lend Chriſt the Lord ;bip of 
KLind/ay , or (orc fuch great wordly cſtare . Therefore my 
_ worthy & Dear Lord, fer your face againſt the oppotits uf Leſus, 
” © let your ſoul take courage to come vader his banner, to 
as bis ouldicr for him & the bleihogs of a falling Kirk,r 
prayersof the priſoncrs of bope , who watt for Zious joyy, & thi: 
will of him that divels in the buck, of it burned not » whalll 
_ be with you. To his faviog Grace 1 recommend your Lo: & 
your Houſe, & am ſtill Chiiſts priſoact , & ; jr 
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To  Terd BOTD. 


My ery donourebl: & good Lord. | 

Race, marcy & peace be to : Tam to hear thar 

yes in heatiraing Sraardotap ” Larkyoorm & 
that ye love the honour of his crown & Kiogdow. Þ befereks 
your Lo; begia now to frame your love, & to caſt ixin no# 
mould bur ove , that it may be foc Chriſt oncly; For when 
your loveis nowin theframing , & making » _— 
with Chriſt : if any other then [clus ger a 4 
is green & young» Chriſt will be av uncour yorld 
to you. Promiſe the lodgiag of your foul firſt away to ” 
ſtand by your firſt covenaas , & krep. to lelas, tharhe _ 4 
hade you boget, It is cate to maſter an arrow, '& ra (ct 
right, cre the ſtring be draws; burſwhen once iris chor & inthe 
air , & the flight begun, then ye have ao power at all ro come 
mand it : lt were a bleſſed thing , if your love could now level 
onely at Chriſt, that has fair = were the black ofche marke 
ye chot at, For when your loveislooſed; «od out of your 
grips, & in its motion to ferch home an Idol, f& hachy 
a worish gadiog.journcy, to ſcek an unknown & firange ' 
ye vhall nor then bave pawertocall home the arrow , or 
maſter of your love, & yerhall hardly give Chriſt, wv 
ſcarcely have your felf. 16 not this » asif yourh it 
could-firck heaven & Chriſt. Bciceve ity wy Lard; k ® 
hardly credible, what 2 aeſt of dangerous rencations yout bicghpwy 
inconhder at " fooluh, proud , yan z heady » rash, profane, &- 
careleſs of Godzthis piece of your life 183 ſothar the devil nada 
an Chat age a garmhed & (wept houſe for him(cif, & fevendea- 
vids work che tumſel{ ; for then aff-&trons are on 
Jing ſtarring ; then the old man hath blood, luſt > -nuck 
wilt, & litrle wit, and hands, ferr, wanton; eyes, : 
fine cars, a8 bis ervancs, &as a Kings officert at ant by 
Cage & go at his wilkthen a green coaſcicoce ions | 


twig of 2 y ovog nrEz it is for every way z every 1a, $5 
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7 I 4 it z And therefore 
Souple , what a gloviour yoke arc yourh apd Gr 
man! This is a mecting not to be fe 
» whohave been at Chriſt, can bring | 
_ & report anſwerable ro hieworth; br Chitte 
- Woe re > according ro bis he 
is the moſt fai meſſenger to ms, He be perſwa- 
Gon would prevail where this —_ : oe tn the 
ing oat of Chriſt's love, to lic x < aver tiuth's lines 
The ſes of Angels, or Love»books wrizcen by the | 
congregation of Seraphims [ all their wits being conj 
od & mcited in one} would for ever be 1n the nerther i 
ts of ruth, & plentifully declariog the thing as it is . The 
iafioicocſs , the boundleſnels of that incomparable excel. 
* Lency that is in Jeſus, is a great word. God (end me, if 
jr were bur the relicques & leavings or an ounce weight or Ff 
tie. of te ani love; end © I never got a- 
” mother heaven, [ iding this ble fire were eyermore 
; burning. ] : bot but be happy forever. Come higher | 
” chew, and give cur your monry willy for bread : Come 
here and your love, 1 have cauſe to ſprak this , be= 
mqſheneare ye mefey & poſſeſs Chiift, ye will be a cold friend 
ts poulc ; it i love rothc hurband that cauſcth kind- 
melt ro rhe wi [ ſwear , it were a bleſſing ro your 
Houſe , the ef your Honour , the flower of your 
Credit, now in your place, and as far az yeare able, tolend 
hand, to your weeping Mother , even your oppref: 
Lond ſpoiled Mother - kirk. 1f ye love her, and beftic 
your felf for her , & hazard the Lordebip of Boyd for the re= 
covrery of her vail, { which the ſaxiting-warchmen have 4 
taken from ber, ] then ſurely her huchband will (corn to fleep 
io common or reverence: Bits of Lordehips are lictle 
uf rag who hath many crowncs on his bead , & the Kingdoms 
of the world io the hollow of bis hand. © Courts Honour, 
"Glory 3 Riches, Stability of houſes, Favour of Princes are aH 
ja bis Goger cad. © whar glory were it co {end your 
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pr would 
when ye ace part our foot 
coup Che s Urge gs 
howbcic ye be a young flower 


| green beforerhe fun ,yc know not boy ſoon death will cauſe 
| you caſt your bloom , and wither roor\and branch & leaves; 
; And therefore write up what ye have co doe for Chriſt , and 
make a ereafure of good works, and begin in time 2: by aps 
pearance Ye have the advantage of the brac : fee fohac 
| ye can doe for Chiiſt againſt theſe , 

Chrift's Tabernacle fall , that they may run away with the 


| breaking the tords , & — the curtains it's { ſams 
| times ) beautifull Tenor io this land, s b 
that tent up upon his choulders and going away with it, 
when Chriſt & the Golp:i are out of Scotland, dream nor 
that your houſes shall Yeive + & char ir «hall gowelt with 
the Nobles of the land , As the Lord liverh, fircams of 
our waters #hall become picch, and che duſt of your land 
mſtome , and your land thall beco-ne burning pirctr;"& 
the Ovul and the Raven chall dwcll in your bouſes » and 
where your table ſtood ; there (hall grow bricrts, & nertlews 
1/4. 34: 9, 15- The Lord gave Chriſt and his Goſpel asa pawne 
| ro Scotland , the watchmen have fallen foul, & loſt rhey parr of 
| the pawne ; & whoſeceth nor, that God huch dryed upeheir righe 
eye, & cheir right arme » & hath broken the shepherds faves.s 
& mea arc reading in their hearrs upon fuch ——— 
that i good for ing el'e, If ye the Nobles 
powne allo , & refulero plead rhe comtroverfie of Zion the 
profled coemin: of jelus, ye have door wichir. Ob. s 4 
5 IT 
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y out Chit, & murtheriog of x pt che 
if they chall hide themſelves , & lur ; 
, till the 'wind blow down the Gs 
"now ander the name of wiſdom , io nw a <a cheie 
over Chriſt & their profeſſion , as if Chriſt ' were ſtolen 
ale: yet Codeſtnmecth { though this be repurcd 2 picce 
yer God eſtemecth ſuch men be but Scate-/ools & 
n_dy © het ever they,or other Heads of wit like io them, 
themſelves , fince their damoable filencey is the ruine of 
bom we O butir be trac bongur » & glory, to be 
ofthe room , &ta owne Chnilt's bleediog 
: & teocoetend legally z 8&8 che 
I wildom of God, for eur ſweet Lord Jeſus, & his Kingly crown. 
Let Ls :* willtate Chriilts honour ro heart 1 
: (as the Prophet (praterk ) foc the Lord 
© his truth. rich gtace & ſweer, preſence / @it be ever= 


of the preaulcd comforter 1 :cecommend 


Aberd. Sepr. 7; Your Lo: in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſws, $S. R. 
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To my Lady Boyd, 
My Very Honour able & deb L ad. 
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light char plyerb th ble & tealerh away the lantern, wh 


| groom; but when I draw nigh, & ſee my vilcnefs., for chama 


And 
{:4 be God , wegetcrofles unbought & good 


*. - 


fuloefe: we have all good cauſe ro Gomplai 
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the pratice of cooftant walking with God : only” © 
i a day broken in ten pieces: Chr gene 
oken & haled and tized work ofus, & tow |, 
the hair. 1 bave been ſomewhat neerer the bride. © 


ould be out of his preſence agais 1 _ defire of his foals » 7 
refrexbing lore, putteth blushiog*=me an arreſt. res 4 
aml, fo fomhſork a burden of fi, toſtand befide a 6 or 
fall & holyLord, ſuch an bigh & lofty one, who th ciee3. © 
nity? bur fince jrſpleaſerh Chirſt to condeſcend ro ſuch anvacas 
me , let shamefaſtacſs be laid afide , & lofeir {elf in bis tons 7 
deſcending love. I would heartily be cootent to keep a car", 
ner of ghe Kings ball; Ok if I were ar the youd's. end of 
my weak defires 1 theasbould 1 be where Chri 
lover, lives & reigns; there 1 chould 
with the ligbt of his face , & ſatisfied wit 
neſs of his marchleſs love; But truly 
ther fide of my defires & with a drowping 
Look up to fair Jeſus, ſtavding 3 far oft fram us, 
tion & death shall ſcour & refive the body of clay, _ 
bones of the old man of fic : In the mean time, i 
in feading word to the beloved, that we love to love higy as 
till rhen there 1s joy in wooing » ſuirting , lying abour his houſe, 
looking - in ar the windows , & (ending a poor fouls groans'& 
wishes thorow a hol: of the door to Jelus , ill God (end aghhs..-: 
mecting ; And bleſſed be God ; chatafter a low-ebbe, | 
« word, Lord Jeſus it is long ſince 1 ſaw thee, that even faen 4 
wings are growing, & the abſence of ſweet leſus breedeth'mi P - : 
A-ccc of detires & ong19gs for him : I know no man bath a Y 
ver crols ; but the crofs is made of that which God will havg4 
Bur verily, bowbetr it be no warrantable warker, ro buy ac20lry = 
yet 1 darenot ay, O that 1 had liberty raftll Chriſlbverdls, © 2 
Icſt therewith alſo I chould fell Joy # comfort, ſcnſgof love 
paticnce & the kind yifics of a bridegtoom : xe þ 
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vi dels becorgh rome te 
: | will have joy & forrow halfers 
Fitts, Mick 5 tem thus Ke» oe 
__ , a tht abd rhe day are kindly 
S90 + & cake ir vp berwixt chem: mage nn 
* -Be hal&r of our dayes here , 1 know Joy; gay 
; ds more then recompenſe all our fad hours. 
Jeluvs (fince be will do & ) weave my bis 
of rime » with white '& black, well an# 
c and-bis (ad ue, as 
Tk 8 L- 
(cher makerk, noc )} 7 
and of hope to the mozxrncys in = 
be Jang fo: when we are over the 
downctoſſes, and up heaven for ever- 
; nh, & down fin, & dowh 
AY , » Up Joy for evermore ©. Is 
Nin Chiileyboſoce, while he comey* 
ptr nay were it not , that the 
Edevil, .& Sin's frer , & the crycs of an unbeleey- 
ut, aken me 3 bur for the preſent, 1 have nothing 
Ic aſe Chaiſt's croſs. gimtr are yo +... 
| Thapt Madam, your Soos will 
ar Lefas ; there is 00 er nei h 
i of juſtiog berwixt Chriſt & Authority, 
ies Galfly fate the queſtion > as if Chrit © 
could pot abede under gne roof ; rhe quel- 
t Chriſt arid men io Aurhorry ; Autho» 
3 Cow Cri & (ib to him 4 bow thei) can he 


-" Aberd. Sepe. 8; 
1637, 
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MADAM. 
Race; mercy & peact be to you ? 1dare not lay M4 


that yehare never written to me in my bonds 
rf ignorant of the cauſe; yer 1 could yor bac. write © 
I know vor » wherher joy or heavinels in my 
abi Begins wry torr & mixture'of ſweerg, 
ove thoughts of Ch: ING 
gonarn red ride errands upon th he 
wel ys priſooer. Lim yours tharl ar 
—onAgens \ vos ainſt bir , | 
is 31 o + & veE Ne 
n thr grear congregation : 
i the leſs folicitous how it if ; 
| 1 neg I - Bur 1 kndw; I but clitw | 
| bath forbidden me 3 I would beldeveid the, 
head, & rake my hazard of Chrilf*s goodwill» & | 


his, that in my ſever my Ph o16gh, tipbongs i oh, 


Tat 


» 


he fympathizeth with me when I'f 
& another man's bed & fire= fide, bo Ws 


" In my forrow : a greater heat y cat out ylcls fre, #5 yo ». 
rewedic for ſome burning. leeve when Chiiſt Bs , 
& blood, hc harh «kill co cur F th pry ded beat 
Lake whole ocdrring and difpofng  (u fectogs; 


| "ies acour 4? fag a0 < Teg y 
SITY | 


=, yean gailcy Jevil, Iam ſure my os 
wn bs — often dt 6-97 oe by 
Bo { would 1 could build 
is God, asit' would bear , gies 
»Þ Al oe Chriſt untried , 


hot paive me moſt w hen, | fin dRaioft 
< : der me os oaſcience by 
| 


» as 1 © were all a, a 

fre "3027 it Chriſt. fair face St ed, ard 

"tar God bark fancurtd 2 lamp of finale! fAcih and blood 

"the like 'of me 4 . to be Chrift 5 bnnourable Lord priſoner, 

1 xo eſteem the walls of the rhberves- bole CFE werenbar 

I 6 LEI con , allbang wich pelvic & oh 

wy Lordgefs 3 & yer. 1 am not {© hor up, but © 

that the (un , wy priſon.» & rhe {air wide heaven is. 

"tbe 6 my Lord in his {wer viſies hath done 

more ; for kinge, that he will be a confined priſopes 
ied avs; bc herb down , & triſerh ap with me; when [ fi 
ne my, bc lafferrh with me ; &1 
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of abu But fee 

worcol hs lorerhoa.of bi ld 
| & mpck. berecr thewhig love, © 
lovely ogeChri bh. le 
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2 . "My very Nablecy bonaurable Lard. 


bald oroftbe hanouribe & Chr reor hear 
== oo ocher thing roſay , but thar which 
—y cauſe, ohichithe Lord beth enabled 


did\, & dot ſtill belexeve, chat Chriſt ics cams 
5 '& that it is @ pain coholduphis/yed's , & 
Pee x & their crowney + & 

; Loid flandath in ood of 
to own rdrma/ pur 
92a ry 
ra grey 
| Long the 
; what now is de» 
we» ood & nay : Bur 
© bows --» ro beſeech 


n IT iy ae of Spie 
& trad, TE, ed otek 


7 ee Nokia bad done therpart 5- bees 
I 


write 4 that your Lo: might - Chrids wm anhd.” © 


is*called; & rotefhifiero your Lo: the | 
profeſſeth before this farbleſs world , is Chai 


thall have no chame af #®. Grice be with pad #BE7 2, 
Abetrd. Marth," 14. You Lol write + ; 
16437 3 X Las "2 
To the much bonoared woes: 
JOHN OSBUR Ngi 4 


\, Provelt of 4yr, 
Much beonexved Sir , 
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$0; of him 
bxO peg Your cn in bir fas __ 
1647, Lord Iejus » $. K. 


Te the Earle of Caſcills, 


"My very Nable of bonweurab!, Lord. 


bold { car ofthe honourdble & Chriflian report 1 heat ® 
no ocher thing to ſay , bur thar which 
cafe , SiCtthe Lord beth enabl.d 
this, that it is your Lot crown, 
ſer your choulder under the Lords 
round, & to back Chriit now, when 
co Jet hum fed for himſelf: rhe+hiclds 
tt did\, & dot ſtill beleeve, char Chriſt is's cam« 
25 & that it is @ paie robolduphis/yed's , & 
4: They fear hetaket + & rheir crowbey 4 & 
Lay Lord flanderh in _verd of 
ro own OT 
goed $iom's 
Obi bs the 
fans xr , what now is de» 
Tonout ih came to5rs » & nay : Bur 
& Noble Lord , to beſcech 
NS ns pes oy a 


fer fon ond fr Oh, ad ——— 
od rk done 5 
ue , TEES ne Te: 
MT — et rinatonny ll 

| There iy « rirve 


-3y 444 be ry b: 


PU... 
Have he prayers 
þrethren. Grace 


EEEEs 
cannct 


| ww , 
writes « heryotr Lit on: ee ood; 
is*called ; er 6B 4 Lo: 04 tn 


provifleck belbperiin fable works, s Cheift” 
thall have no chame of t®Þ. Grice be with £ Z 


Aberd, Marth 14. Your Lo! 
164374 


Ts the megch honoured 


JO HN O'S BUR Ny 


Rrace ney. , & peact be to you: 

quaintapcecs & nod crpary {hear 
bas wricees you : [har ate har 
pou! able 


